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Summary

Faili Kurds
Ambiguous Citizenship and Alienated Nationality

By Dr. A. Hussain Shaban

The research dealt with the problem and problematic matter of the Faili
Kurds in the light of two basic issues: nationality and citizenship, and this
attributes to the interrelationship between these two issues with the essence of
human rights.



The two problems have persisted in Iraqg since the establishment of the Iraqi
state and the enthronement of Prince Faisal the first as the King of Irag on August
23, 1921 and until today, especially with the legislation of the first Iraqi nationality
law in 1924,

This was before the enacting of the Iraqi Constitution (Basic Law), which
was issued in 1925 and established two degrees of nationality, (A) from Ottoman
affiliation, and (B) from non-Ottoman affiliation, and it required a certificate of
nationality.

An academic, thinker and writer with outstanding contributions in the context of innovation,
enlightenment, modernity, culture and criticism.

He has worked on issues of civil society, human rights, religion (Islam and Christianity),
international constitutions and laws, conflicts, wars, tolerance, non-violence, culture and literature.
He has taught at the University of Baghdad, Salah al-Din University in Erbil, Non-Violence and
Human Rights University (AUNOHR) - Beirut and a number of Arab and foreign universities as a
visiting professor too.

He is a prolific author and has published over 80 books. Several books have been written about him
too.

He has received various awards throughout his career, such as: Most Prominent Human Rights
Activist in The Arab World (Cairo, 2003).

And if the problem of nationality and citizenship began in the royal era, it
exacerbated in the republican one. The intensification of the political conflict, and
the issuance of the second nationality law in 1963, set new restrictions on
obtaining nationality, including the approval of the Minister of Interior, which had
a negative impact on the Faili Kurds.

the Faili Kurds are the most targeted group. Many decisions of the
Revolutionary Command Council were also issued during the seventies, but the
most dangerous and strange one was Resolution number (666), May 7, 1980,
according to which tens of thousands of Faili Kurds were displaced under the
pretext of Iranian affiliation and it continued through the Iraqi - Iranian war (1980-
1988).

The writer crystallized a vision to address such a situation by calling for
the abolition of the previous nationality law and the decisions of the Revolutionary
Command Council, and the enactment of a new nationality law within the



framework of a new constitution, based on respect for human rights and vital and
equal citizenship without discrimination under any circumstance.

Its foundations are freedom, equality, justice, partnership in homeland,
participation in decision-making, recognition of pluralism and diversity, and
respect for sub-identities and their privacy within the framework of public identity.

Subsequently, the author suggested enacting a law to ban sectarianism and
promote citizenship, in a way that establishes the values of tolerance, peace,
justice, brotherhood, and solidarity.
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