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ABSTRACT 

T h e  p r i m a r y  r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

n e e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  i s  f o r  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s e s  

of  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  a n d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h a t  E m p i r e ,  T h e  t r e n d  o f  latm 

i n  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  i s  a g e n e r a l  t e s t i n g  o f  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  

made i n  t h e  p a s t  a b o u t  t h e  E m p i r e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  more  t h o r o u g h  

r e s e a r c h  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  a c a l l i n g  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  a n y  

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  a b o u t  s u c h  a  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l ,  m u l t i - r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d  

c o m p l i c a t e d  s t a t e  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e  o r  p o s s i b l e ,  

Bo th  t h e  a r ea  a n d  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  were c h o s e n  

b a c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  shown i n  t h e m  by m o s t  o t h e r  

h i s t o r i a n s  and  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o n t a i n  e x a m p l e s  o f  many o f  t h e  

c r u c i a l  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  by t h e  O t t o m a n s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

One must  a v o i d  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n ,  h e w e v e r ,  t h a t  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i s  

mean t  t o  b e  a m o d e l  f o r  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  w h e r e  t h e  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e s ,  and  t h e  p o l i c y  were 

i n  many c a s e s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  

T h e  t h e s i s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

and s o c i a l  g r o u p s ,  b o t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  ' m o d e r n f ,  w i t h i n  e a s t e r n  I 

A n a t o l i a ;  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  g r o u p s  ( s u c h  a s  nomads  ;I 
I I 

- - -  - - .- -- -- -- I I a n d  v i l l a g e r s ,  M u s l i m s  and  A r m e n i a n s ,  n o t a b l e s  a n d  K u r d s ,  a n d  s o  
.- - - -.--- - - .  - - -  

o n )  a n d  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h e  c o m p l e x  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  how i t  was  a f f e c t e d  1 1  
I j 



by t h e  g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

and by E u r o p e a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  h o u ~  i t  r e a c t e d  t o  

t h e s e  o u t s i d e  p r e s s u r e s  a r e  a l l  e m p h a s i z e d ,  

T h e  s e c o n d  m a j o r  a s p a c t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  a n d  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  the c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  t i a m i d i a n  p e r i o d .  

T h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r  t r a c e s  c e r t a i n  s t r a i n s  o f  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  

' r a d i c a l * ,  f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n s ,  n a t u r e  o f  many o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  a n d  

t h e  i m b a l a n c e  t h e y  c r e a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  m a s s  

o f  t h e  Musl im p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  i s  p o r t r a y e d  as 

a  ' b r e a t h i n g  s p e l l '  f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n s ;  a  t ime t o  r e l a x  f r o m  t h e  

o v e r t  p t e s s u r e  of mass a d o p t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  t y p e  r e f o r m s .  T h e  

l a b e l  ' p e r i o d  a f  r e a c t i o n * ,  w h i c h  i s  commonly g i v e n  t h e  H a m i d i a n  

r e g i m e  i s  d i s m i s s e d  a s  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  i n a c c u r a t e  s i n c e  i n  f a c t  

m o s t  o f  t h e  reforms d i d  c o n t i n u a  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was a c t u a l l y  

m o r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  w i s h e s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

t h a n  t h o s e  m o r e  ' l i b e r a l '  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  e a r l i e r  d e c a d e s .  T h e  

H a m i d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  o f  b a s i n g  t h e  s t a t e  m o r e  f i r m l y  o n  

t h e  Musl im e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  a c r u c i a l  i m p a c t  o n  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  s i n c e  i t  l e d  t o  a f a v o r i n g  o f  t h e  K u r d s  a t  t h e  

e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  many o t h e r  M u s l i m s .  T h i s  p o l i c y  

a l s o  b l u n t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a t t e m p t s  a t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  s i n c e  

i t  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  v e r y  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a -  

t i o n  i t  was  r e l y i n g  o n  t h r o u g h  t o o  much c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l .  

T h e  A r m e n i a n  q u e s t i o n  a n d  t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  t h e  r o l e  o f  



t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  t h e  r a g i o n  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  s u b - t o p i c s  o f  t h e  t h e s i s .  

T h e  l a t t e r  i s  i m p l i c i t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t u d y  d u e  t o  the ,  r e l i a n c e  

on t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l s  f o r  mos t  o f  t h o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

r e g i o n .  T h e  A r m e n i a n s  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  b o t h  a s  a n  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

l o c a l  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and  a s  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  H a m i d i a n  

g o v e r n m e n t s  I s l a m i c  p o l i c y ,  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  w h o l e  A r m e n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  

a b o u t  w h i c h  s o  much h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n ,  a n  a t t e m p t  i s  made t o  

p r o v i d e  a more  r e a l i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  t h a n  i s  f o u n d  

i n  m o s t  s t u d i e s .  

W h i l e  n o  a t t e m p t  i s  made t o  d i a g n o s e  t h e  f a c t o r s  l e a d i n g  

t o  t h e  Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  1 9 0 8 ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  v e r y  l i t t l e  

e v i d e n c e  O F  Young T u r k  a c t i v i t y  o r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i s  

f o u n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a d e f i n i t e  s h i f t  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a t t i t u d e  

toward t h e  r e g i o n  a f t e r  a b o u t  1903 ,  D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

H a m i d i a n  r e g i m e  o r i g i n a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  m o r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  and  s e v e r a l  

K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  

s h o w n  t o  d e c l i n e  r a p i d l y  r e l a t i v e  t o  l o c a l  f o r c e s  a f t e r  1 9 0 6 .  
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INTRODUCTI ON 

T h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r o  h a s  f o r  l o n g  s u f f e r e d  

f rom e x c e s s i v e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  w e s t e r n  h i s t o r i a n s .  

I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  p r i m a r y  

r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o d u c e  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  was l a c k  o f  

s u f f i c i e n t  s o u r c e  mater ia ls  and  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  

l a c k  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  o r i e n t a l  l a n g u a g e s  among E u r o p e a n  a n d  

Amer ican  h i s t o r i a n s .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  was a l s o  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  a f e e l i n g  among w e s t e r n  h i s t o r i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a  d e c a d e n t  a n d  s t i l l  

d e c l i n i n g  c u l t u r e  w o u l d  b e  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e .  T h i s  g e n e r a l i z e d  

a p p r o a c h  to O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

C e n t u r y ,  when s o u r c e s  were more  a v a i l a b l e ,  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  

e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .  

T h e  l a c k  o f  a firm f o u n d a t i o n  o f  m o n o g r a p h i c ,  b i o g r a p h i c ,  

a n d  s t a t i s t i c a l  w o r k s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  E m p i r e  became c r i t i c a l  

a f t e r  1945 ,  when w e s t e r n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a reas  s u c h  a s  t h e  m i d d l e  

E a s t  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  As more  u n i v e r s i t i e s  b e g a n  t o  

i n c l u d e  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i n  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l u m s ,  a demand f o r  

r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l  was  c r e a t e d  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h i n  

a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime.  T h e  w o r k s  w h i c h  were w r i t t e n  d u r i n g  

t h i s  p e r i o d ,  w h i l e  g e n e r a l l y  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  were f o r c e d  t o  

d e p e n d  t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e  o n  t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  

g e n e r a l i z e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e r a  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g .  



T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  l e d  t o  s e v e r a l  t h e o r i e s  o r  c o n c e p t s  b e i n g  

a c c e p t e d  by c o n t e m p o r a r y  s c h o l a r s  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  

p e r h a p s  t h e  mos t  well known b e i n g  t h e  Lybyer -Gibb  and Bowen 

t h e s i s  o f  t h e  Ot toman  ' R u l i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n  and ~ u s l i m  I n s t i t u -  

t ion ' . '  T h e  w o r k s  o f  B e r n a r d  L e w i s ,  N i y a z i  B e r k e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  

a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  g e n e r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y  

w h i c h  c o v e r  e x t e n s i v e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  p e r i o d s  and t h e m e s ,  b u t  which  

h a v e  h a d  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s  upon w h i c h  t o  d r a w .  2 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  w o r k s  on  s p e c i f i c  t o p i c s  

o r  p e r i o d s  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Ot toman  h i s t o r y ,  w h i c h  w h i l e  

n o t  g e n e r a l ,  c a n  by n o  means  b e  a c o m p l e t e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s u b j e c t . 3  B e s i d e s  t h e s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  w o r k s  by p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

a n d  s o c i o l o g i s t s  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s o c i e t i e s  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  c l a i m  t o  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

t h e  O t t o m a n  ~ r n ~ i r e . ~  T h e s e  t o o  s u f f e r  f r o m  a  l a c k  o f  p r e p a r a -  

t o r y  r e s e a r c h  and t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  mus t  t h e r e f o r e  r e m a i n  

s c h o l a r l y  s p e c u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t e s t e d .  T h e  t r e n d  i n  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y  

I ~ l b e r t  K .  L y b y e r ,  T h e  Government o f  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e  
i n  t h e  Time  o f  S u l e i m a n  t h e  M a q n i f i c e n t  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  rrlass., 1 9 1 3 ) ,  
a n d  H . A . R ,  G i b b  a n d  H a r o l d  8owen,  I s l a m i c  S o c i e t y  and  t h e  W e s t ,  
Val. I  o on dona O x f o r d  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 ) .  F o r  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  t h e s i s  and  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  i t ,  see  N r  I t z k o w i t z , " L i g h t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y  O t t o m a n  R e a l i t i e s " ,  S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a ,  V o l .  1 6 ,  1 9 6 2 .  

a 

L ~ e r n a r d  L e w i s ,  T h e  E m e r g e n c e  o f  rrlodern T u r k e y  (New Y o r k t  
O x f o r d  Univ .  Press ,  ? m ] ,  N i y a z i  B e r k e s ,  T h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
T u r k 1  s h  S e c u l a r i s m  ( ~ o n t r e a l  t McGill U n i v .  P r e s s ,  1964) - 

'R. D a v i s o n ,  Reform i n  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e ;  1856-1876  
( p r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,   heri if i f la rd in ,  T h e  -- 
G e n e s i s  o f  Y O U ~ ~  O t toman  T h o u g h t  ( p r i n c e t o n s  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v .  
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) .  and C h a r l e s  Issawi, T h e  Economic  i is tory o f  t h e  
M i d d l e  E n s t  ( c h i c a g o g  Univ .  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  

4 ~ .  Ward a n d  D .  R u s t o w ,  P o l i t i c a l  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  J a p a n  
and  T u r k e y  ( p r i n c e t o n s  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v ,  Prass, 1902) ,  a s  wel l  a s  

. - v i r t u a l l y  any  o t h e r  work on m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  



a n d  i n  a l l  o f  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  s t u d i s s ,  now seems t o  b e  t o  b e g i n  

t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  t h e o r i e s  and  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  

t h r o u g h  d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s ,  t h e m e s ,  a n d  time 

p e r i o d s O 5  T h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  

p r o c e s s .  

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  

O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y  f r o m  1 8 7 8  t o  1908, u s u a l l y  l a b e l l e d  a p e r i o d  

o f  r e a c t i o n  by h i s t o r i a n s .  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  i t  s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  

H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  a f t e r  i t s  c h i e f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  S u l t a n  Abdulhamid  11, 

e v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n  ( u n n e c e s s a r y  i n  

t h i s  c a s e )  on t h e  a u t h o r ' s  b i a s  t o w a r d  t h e  ' G r e a t  Man' i n t e r p r e -  

t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y .  T h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i s  much 

t o o  b r o a d  f o r  a  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  b e  

a p p r o a c h e d  t h r o u g h  a  d e t a i l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  o n e  a r e a  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  o r  ~ u r d i s t a n . ~  T h r o u g h  t h i s  

S t u d y  o f  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  some a s p e c t s  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  

t o w a r d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  a n d  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  

t h e  E m p i r e  a s  a  w h o l e  s h o u l d  become more  c l e a r .  No a t t e m p t  w i l l  

b e  made,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  a p p l y  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  f o r  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  t o  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  t h e  A r a b  l a n d s ,  o r  w e s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  was  c h o s e n  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  f o r  t w o  

b a s i c  r e a s o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  m o s t  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  
- 

S ~ x a r n p l e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e s e a r c h  a r e  b o o k s  by W i l l i a m  
P o l k ,  The  0 e n i n q  o f  S o u t h  L e b a n o n  ( c a m b r i d g e :  H a r v a r d  U n i v .  
~ r e s s , 7 9 d ~ d - - m a n  R e f o r m  i n  S y r i a  a n d  
P a l e s t i n e  1840-1861 - ( ~ o n d o n r  0YPord Univ .  P r e s s ,  ' l%B).  

6 ~ h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  were o f f i c i a l l y  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  K u r d i s t a n  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Government  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  d e s p a t c h i n g  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o n s u l s  t o  A s i a t i c  T u r k e y  i n  1 8 7 8 .  . - 



p a s s e d  l i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e s e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n  

o f  Ot toman  h i s t o r y .  T h e y  e i t h e r  d i s m i s s  them a s  a p e r i o d  o f  

r e a c t i o n ,  s i m p l y  a  r e v e r s i o n  t o  p a s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  o r  v i e w  them 

s t r i c t l y  a s  a p r e p a r a t o r y  p e r i o d  f o r  f u t u r e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

and c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t h o s e  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  T h u s  B e r n a r d  Lewis i n  

T h e  E m e r q e n c e  o f  Modern T u r k e y  h a s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  c h a p t e r  

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  h a l f  o f  w h i c h  i s  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of  t h e  Young T u r k  o p p o s i t i o n . ' l  O t h e r  w o r k s  on  t h e  p e r i o d  

c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  A r a b ,  Armenian ,  o r  B a l k a n  

n a t i o n a l i s m s  a n d  e x a m i n e  t h e  H a m i d i a n  r e g i m e  o n l y  a s  it i s  

r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  most  o f  t h e  

p r o m i n e n t  w e s t e r n  O t t o m a n  s c h o l a r s  ( B e r n a r d  L e w i s ,  Kemal K a r p a t ,  

S t a n f o r d  Shaw, and e s p e c i a l l y  N i y a z i  0 e r k e s )  h a v e  b e e n  e m p h a s i -  

z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d ,  b u t  

h a v e  a s  y e t  g o n e  i n t o  i t  i n  v e r y  l i t t l e  d e t a i l ,  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  

Young O t t o m a n ,  a n d  Young T u r k  p e r i o d s  b e i n g  more  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  

w o r k a b l e  f i e l d s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  T h e y  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  

H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  a l m o s t  a  h u n d r e d  
- -- - - - - - -- - - 

Y e a r s  o f  O t t o m a n  r e f o r m  and was e s s e n t i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
- - - 

e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  s t a t e  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  was  

n o t  s i m p l y  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e s t ,  a n  a b b e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  m a r c h  o f  

h i s t o r y ,  o r  a s t e r i l e  a n d  f u t i l e  r e v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  p a s t .  

T h e  s e c o n d  r e a s o n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was c h o s e n  was t h e  b e l i e f  on 

t h e  a u t h o r ' s  p a r t  t h a t  i t  was t h e  c r u c i a l  s t a g e  i n  a momentus 

mo hat t h i s  a t t i t u d e  among w e s t e r n  h i s t o r i a n s  i s  c h a n g i n g  
i s  e v i d e n c e d  by R .  D a v i s o n ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  
i n  a much s h o r t e r  and  l e s s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  book on  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  1968. R .  D a v i s o n ,  T u r k e y  (Eng lewood  C l i f f s ,  N. J. r 
P r e n t i c e - t i a l l ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  pp .  91-108.  



s h i f t  i n  Ottoman t h i n k i n g  concern ing  t h e  Empire, a  s h i f t  away 
3 

f rom t h e  European p rov inces  as t h e  government's most i m p o r t a n t  

concern and t o u a r d  t h e  A s i a t i c  provinces.8 For c e n t u r i e s  t h e  

Ottomans had seen themselves as a  European power, t h e i r  A s i a t i c  

possessions and t r o u b l e s  c o n t i n u a l l y  t a k i n g  second place.  The 

Ottoman s t a t e  had from t h e  beg inn ing  r e l i e d  on thm ghaz i  image, 

t h e  w a r r i o r  f o r  t h e  F a i t h ,  and t h e  main b a t t l e g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  

ghaz is  had a t  f i r s t  been A n a t o l i a  and from t h e  f ou r teen th  cen tu ry  

on was t h e  Balkans and C e n t r a l  Europe. By t h e  n i n a t e d n t h  cen tu ry  

t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  Christendom had l o n g  s i n c e  ceased t o  be 
- - -- -- -- -- 

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  Ottoman s ta te ,  bu t  i t  had p layed  t h e  c r u c i a l  

r o l e  i n  fo rming  t h e  Ottoman se l f - v i ew .  The Balkans had been 

Conquered b e f o r e  most of  t h e  As ian t e r r i t o r i e s  of t h e  Empi re  

and t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a p i t a l  had been i n  t h e  Balkans, p r i o r  t o  t h e  

cap tu re  of' Cons tan t inop le .  The most i n t e n s e  c o n f l i c t s  and most 

reward ing  conquests, m a t e r i a l l y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  had been, 

i n  Europe and i t  was i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  u e a l t h y  and impo r tan t  

0tt.omans had t h e i r  es ta tes .  - 

The tremendous l o s s  o f  European t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  seventeenth 

Century and t h e  subsequent e r o s i o n  o f  t h e  Ottoman p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  Balkans i n  t h e  e igh teen th  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  coup led 

w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  independence among Balkan 

C h r i s t i a n s  was, by 1878, a c l e a r  and p resen t  danger t o  t h e  
\ 

Ottoman se l f - v iew.  There had been p a r a l l e l  l o s s e s  i n  Asia, - 
% h i s  s h i f t  i s  by no means an *accepted9 t heo ry  among Ottoman 

h i s t o r i a n s  and has n o t  been adequate ly  documented o r  researched. 
I t  seems t o  t h i s  author  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  most of t h e  European 
t e r r i t o r y  of  t h e  Empire made t h e  s h i f t  i n  t h i n k i n g  i n e v i t a b l e .  
What concerns us h e r e  i 3  n o t  so much t h e  reason f o r  t h e  s h i f t  bu t  
i t s  consequences on t h e  cha rac te r  of t h e  Empire and i t s  i m p l i c a -  
t i o n s  f o r  eas te rn  Ana to l i a .  



p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h  and  e a s t  t o  R u s s i a n  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  

i n  A f r i c a  w i t h  t h e  g r o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  E g y p t  and  t h e  

b r e a k i n g  away o f  o t h e r  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  d e p e n d e n c i e s ,  b u t  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  l o s s e s  w e r e  f e l t  m o r e  s e v e r e l y .  T h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  B e r l i n  

a n d  i t s  r e s u l t a n t  t e r r i t o r i a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  was a  

t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  

l o o k  s e r i o u s l y  t o  A s i a ,  t o  t h e  A n a t o l i a n  and  Arab  a r e a s ,  a s  t h e  

t r u e  h e a r t l a n d  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  mean t  t o  i m p l y  t h e r e  

was  a  p u b l i c  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s h i f t  i n  i n t e r e s t ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  

i n d i c a t e  O t t o m a n  s t a t e s m e n  were e v e n  a w a r e  o f  i t .  T h i s  s t u d y  may 

p r o v i d e  some f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  s h i f t  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x a m i n a -  

t i o n  o f  Ot toman  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  a p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  A s i a ,  b u t  

p a r a l l e l  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  A r a b  a reas ,  t h ~  r e s t  o f  A n a t o l i a ,  a n d  

t h e  B a l k a n s  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  f u l l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  u p o n  

w h i c h  c o n ~ l u s i o n s  may b e  b a s e d .  

T h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  b e h i n d  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t h a t  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  

P e r i o d ,  and  Ot toman  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  c a n  o n l y  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  

by a n a l y z i n g  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  d e t a i l  t h e  i n t e r n a l  

w o r k i n g s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  g r o u p s ,  

t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s ,  and  t h e i r  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  s o c i o t y  and  g o v e r n -  

men t .  T h u s ,  v i l l a g e - n o m a d  r e l a t i o n s  c a n  b e  s t u d i e d  i n  a p a r t i c u -  

l a r  a r e a  o v e r  a t h i r t y - y e a r  p e r i o d  t o  r e c o r d  a n y  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

w h i c h  s h o u l d ,  i f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and  c h a n g e  i s  

i n d e e d  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  b e  o c c u r r i n g .  I n  t h e  same manner  t h e  b a l -  

a n c e  o f  power w i t h i n  c i t i e s  a n d  p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  



o f  s o c i a l  g r o u p s  and  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i m p o r t a n t  f a m i l i e s  and i n d i v i -  

d u a l s  and t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  community ,  and i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  i n  

l o c a l  h i s t o r y  s u c h  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  K u r d i s h  r e b e l l i o n ,  Armenian 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  a f a m i n e ,  o r  a m a s s a c r e  c a n  a l l  be  

examined  and y i e l d  r e s u l t s  which may w e l l  t r a n s c e n d  t h e i r  l o c a l  
- 

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

S u p e r i m p o s e d  on t h i s  s e t t i n g  i s  a n  Ottoman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  which s h o u l d  g i v e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  Ot toman 

p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  r o l e  of  t a x a t i o n ,  

r e f o r m s ,  and t h e  a c t u a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  i t  

e v o l v e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  as  well  as t h e  c h a n g i n g  d e g r e e  o f  i s o l a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  f rom t h e  c a p i t a l  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  government  

a t t i t u d e s  and c h a n g e s  of  p o l i c y .  

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  Armenian p o p u l a t i o n  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  i s  d o u b l y  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  I t  i s  

a n  e x c e l l e n t  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  a s p i r a t i o n s  

o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Empi re  and  t h e  

r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Ottoman gove rnmen t  t o  Armenian a c t i v i t y  p r o v i d e s  

i n s i g h t s  i n t o  O t toman  p o l i c y .  Ottoman a t t e m p t s  t o  b u i l d  a  new 

f o u n d a t i o n  for t h e  Empi re  b a s e d  on t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

Muslim n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  

Kurds  and  Turks of t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  r e g i o n m L I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  a g e n e r a l  r e v i e w  o f  economic  c o n d i t i o n s  

i n  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  and  u n d e v e l o p e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  Empi re  

w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  i n  r e c o r d i n g  any i n c r e a s e d  Ottoman i n t e r e s t  i n  
. -. 



t h e  A s i a t i c  provinces a n d  i n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d o  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o w a r d  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  

O b v i o u s l y ,  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i e t y  d i s c u s s e d  

a b o v e ,  t h e  f a c t o r  o f  c h a n g e  w i l l  b e  t h e  key.  C h a n g e s  i n  o f f i c i a l  

O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  o v e r  t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r  p e r i o d  s h o u l d  come t h r o u g h  

c l e a r l y  by f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c  t h e m e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  

t h e  A r m e n i a n  q u e s t i o n  o r  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  K u r d s .  T h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a t  l e n g t h  s i n c e  t h i s  

s t u d y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  a n d  b e c a u s e  i n  

a n  a r e a  a s  i s o l a t e d  a s  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  w h e r e  e v e n  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  

t h e  g r e a t  p r e c u r s o r s  o f  c h a n g e ,  f a i l e d  t o  p e n e t r a t e ,  t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ?  T h i s  l a c k  o f  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  

a l l  c h a n g e  was  n o t  modern  i n  n a t u r e ,  b u t  on  t h e  c o n t r a r y  was  

s i m p l y  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c h a n g e  o p e r a t i n g  

c o n t i n u o u s l y  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  

B e s i d e s  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  f o r  

t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  a r e a  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a m i c r o c o s m  i n  many r e s p e c t s  

f o r  v i e w i n g  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  were p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h -  

o u t  the E m p i r e .  I t  h a d  t h e  M u s l i m - C h r i s t i a n  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h a t  

was e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  A r a b  l a n d s ,  a n d  i n  

a d d i t i o n  h a d  a l a r g e  n o n - T u r k i s h  Musl im p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  K u r d s ,  

who were more  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s l o y a l  d u r i n g  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  

'1, a s e c t i o n  o f  h i s  book o n  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y ,  ~ i y a z i  8 e r k e s  
d e s c r i b e s  some o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c - i n d u s t r i a l  a d v a n c e s  o f  t h e  t i a m i d i a n  
P e r i o d .  He m e n t i o n s  t h e  names  o f  many c i t i e s  and  t o w n s  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  increased c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  West a n d  t h e  g r o u t h  o f  

i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  n o n e  o f  w h i c h  we r e  i n  e a s t e r n  
A n a t o l i a .  N .  B e r k e s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  273. 



t h a n  were t h e  Arabs and t h u s  were a  good gauge o f  t h e  Ottoman 

p o l i c y  o f  b a s i n g  t h e  Emp i re  f i r m l y  on  i t s  Mus l im members. 
I 0  

E a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was a l s o  chosen because compared t o  most p a r t s  

of  t h e  Emp i re  i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  f rom d i r e c t  o u t s i d e  

i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  European i n t e r v e n t i o n .  
I I 

Because o f  t h i s  we s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  a t t a i n  a  t r u e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

Ottoman p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  A s i a t i c  p r o v i n c e s  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a n  

c o u l d  be done i n  S y r i a ,  f o r  example, where t h e  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  European Powers were g r e a t  and t h e  t h r e a t  o f  m i l i t a r y  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  v e r y  r e a l  and c o n s t a n t l y  i n  back o f  t h e  Ottoman 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  minds, b o t h  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  

W h i l e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a  vacumn i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  

t h e  Ottomans s t i l l  had  a much f r e e r  hand t h a n  i n  t h e  Ba lkans ,  

t h e  Arab p r o v i n c e s ,  o r  even i n  w e s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

The f i n a l  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  was chosan was t h a t  v e r y  

l i t t l e  work h a s  been done on t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Emp i re  i n  t h e  

p a s t .  What few works  a r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  con- 

ce rned  w i th  t h e  Armenian q u e s t i o n  and g e n e r a l l y  c o n t a i n  an 

1 0 ' ' ~ b d u l  Hamid need n o t  have  had any w o r r i e s  about  h i s  Arab 
s u b j e c t s  as f a r  as t h e  C a l i p h a t e  was concerned.  I n  h i s  days, i t  
was i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t o  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  mus l im  Arabs n o t  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  C a l i p h a t e ,  because t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C a l i p h a t e  was 
t h e  s u p p o r t  08 I ~ l a m . ~  Z.N. Zeine ,  The Emergence o f  Arab 
N a t i o n a l i s m  ( ~ e i r u t  r Khayats,  1966) ,  p.!37. 

 his advantage o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was r e c o g n i z e d  l o n g  
b e f o r e  t h i s  s t u d y  was begun. I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c c n t u r y  an 
a r t i c l e  on T u r k e y  n o t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g r  "To t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  t hen ,  
and above a l l  t o -  t h o s e  l e a s t  s u b j e c t  - t o  f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e - -  
l e a s t  m o d i f i e d  by s t r a n q e r  con tac t - -where  T u r k i s h  development  , 
TurkCsh manners, Turk ish  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  have  t h e i r  f r e e s t  p l a y ;  t o  
t h e  l a n d  wh ich  was t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  and s t i l l  i s  t h e  s t r o n g  t o w e r  
o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  Empi re ,  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  A s i a  M i n o r ,  t h e  A n a t o l i a  
o f  o u r  day.  Here,  i f  anyu~here,  we can  t a k o  a j u s t  measurement o f  
T u r k i s h  p r o g r e s s  o r  d e c l i n e . "  Q u a r t e r l y  Review, " p r o v i n c i a l  
Tu rkeyu ,  V o l .  137, Oct .  1874, p. 315. 



e x c e s s i v e l y  s t r o n g  b i a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ottoman g o v e r n m e n t ,  Along- 

s i d e  t h i s  d e a r t h  o f  r e s e a r c h  i s  a  w e a l t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  i n f o r m a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  documen t s .  The  m i l i t a r y  

c o n s u l s  s e n t  t o  A n a t o l i a  and K u r d i s t a n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C o n g r e s s  

o f  B e r l i n  i n  1878 h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  

h i s t o r i a n  t o  e x a m i n e .  Though p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Ottoman 

r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s  a n d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

t h e i r  r e p o r t s  a r e  a l s o  r i c h  i n  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s p e c t r u m  

o f  s o c i e t y .  

An i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i d i a r y  b e n e f i t  of  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  be  a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  and p o l i c y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  A s i a t i c  

T u r k e y .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  B r i t i s h  i n s p i r e d  

r e f o r m  p r o g r a m s ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s ,  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  

of  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o w a r d  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Armenian r e v o l u t i o n -  

a r i e s .  T h e  c o n s u l s  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

t h e  by now c l a s s i c  c a s e  of  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a n  o u t s i d e  w e s t e r n  

f o r c e  on a  t r a d i t i o n - o r i e n t e d ,  s l o w l y  e v o l v i n g ,  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  

s o c i e t y ,  w i t h  i t s  own e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  i n t r i c a c i e s  

and r e l a t i o m s h i p s .  Though a few o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  f o u n d e r  i n  a t t e m p t s  

t o  a p p l y  t h e i r  c o n c e p t s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  m o r a l i t y ,  and p o l i t i c a l  

b e h a v i o r  t o  t h e  Ot toman s o c i e t y ,  q u i t e  a few o f  t h e  o t h e r s  we re  

r e m a r k a b l y  a s t u t e  o b s e r v e r s ,  The  c o n t r a s t s  and e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o n s u l ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  and t h e  e v e n t s  a r e  a  

f a s c i n a t i n g  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  

F i n a l l y ,  soma o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h i s  t o p i c  

must  be  m e n t i o n e d .  The p r i m a r y  p rob lem i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h e  



a u t h o r ' s  own l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  l a n g u a g e .  Only p a r t  o f  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  s t u d y  h a v e  beon 

u t i l i z e d ,  n a m e l y  t h o s e  i n  w e s t e r n  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e s e  c o n s i s t  o f  

B r i t i s h  f o r e i g n  O f f i c e  d o c u m e n t s  o f  t h e  4 2 4  s e r i e s ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

t r a v e l l e r  a c c o u n t s ,  and s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s .  The  Ottoman a r c h i v e s  

were  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  d u e  t o  l a n g u a g e  and d i s t a n c e  and many o f  t h e  

8 r i t i s h  d o c u m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  i n  London wmre a l s o  beyond my 

r e a c h ,  T h e  o t h e r  main  d i f f i c u l t y  was t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

Armenian q u e s t i o n .  W h i l e  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  s t u d y i n g  Ot toman p o l i c y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  s o u r c e s  d e a l i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h i s  a r e a  

of  A n a t o l i a  c o n c e n t r a t e  s o l e l y  on t h i s  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  t h a t  a r e a ' s  

h i s t o r y .  A c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t  h a s  b e e n  made i n  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  k e e p  

t h e  Armenian q u e s t i o n  i n  a p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  g i v e n  t h e  g o a l s  

o f  t h e  t h e s i s .  

The  t h e s i s  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  a n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r  on 

p e r t i n e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  O t toman  h i s t o r y  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  

p e r i o d .  T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i c k  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  background  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  i n  1878 and 

t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e s  which  b e g i n  t o  m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  

i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e .  T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  s t u d y  

w i l l  be  c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  w i t h  r e f e r -  

e n c e s  t o  e v e n t s  and p o l i c i e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  E m p i r e  where  

r e l e v a n t .  The  a p p r o a c h  w i l l  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  and t h e i r  r e s u l t s  w i t h i n  a  

g e n e r a l  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f r amework .  



CHAPTER ONE t The  H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

P a r t  I 

" A t  i t s  h e i g h t  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  and e a r l y  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  Ot toman E m p i r e  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  
g o v n r n e d  s t a t e  t h e  w o r l d  had  seen s i n c e  t h e  d e c l i n e  
of R ~ m e . ~ ~  

If t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  t r u e  o r  even approx ima te ,  and many s c h o l a r s  

w o u l d  s u p p o r t  i t ,  t h e n  t h e  predominance o f  t h e  word ' r e f o r m '  i n  

t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Ottomans i n d i c a t e s  

e i t h e r  a  s e r i o u s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r -  

v e n i n g  c e n t u r i e s  o r  a change i n  t h e  Ottoman v iew o f  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  s o c i e t y  and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h a t  s o c i e t y .  Most 

a u t h o r s  wou ld  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  word  'decline' i s  most i n d i c a t i v e  

o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  a t  work  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  c a n  be a  somewhat dangerous  te rm.  When t h e  

O t tomans  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  spoke o f  r e f o r m ,  most of  

them were t h i n k i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e  E m p i r e  u p  t o  s t a n -  

d a r d s  s e t  by n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Western  Europe.  The modern 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  began i n  t h e  West d u r i n g  t h e  Rena issance  l e f t  

n o t  o n l y  t h e  Ot toman E m p i r e  f a r  b e h i n d ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l  o t h e r  non- 

w e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  and most o f  e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  Europe.  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Ot tomans d i d  n o t  change i n  t h e  same manner 

as, o r  k e e p  pace w i t h ,  t h e  West does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t e  

d e c l i n e ,  i t  m e r e l y  i n d i c a t e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  change. However, - 
' ~ h a r l e s  Iasasi, The Economic H i s t o r  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  C a s t  

( C h i c a g o #  U n i v .  a f  Ch icago  P r e s s ,  1963-*23. 



t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  West was  u n i q u e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  h i s t o r y  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

was  a b l e  t o  c h a n g e  t o  s u c h  a  d e g r e e  ( o n e  i s  t e m p t o d  t o  say 

p r o g r e s s ,  o r  a t  t h e  v e r y  l a a s t ,  a d v a n c e )  t h a t  n o  o t h e r  p a r t  

c o u l d  e i t h e r  r es i s t  i t  o r  r e m a i n  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  i t .  Thus by t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  West h a d  become a l l - p e r v a s i v e  a n d  a l l  

c h a n g e s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  came t o  b e  s e e n ,  b o t h  by 

t h e  West a n d  i n  t h e s e  a reas ,  a s  a d e c l i n e ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  West. 

W h i l e  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  e x a m i n e d  t h o r o u g h l y ,  some u n d e r -  

s t a n d i n g  o f  i t s  u n i q u e n e s s ,  i t s  p o w e r ,  a n d  i t s  a t t r a c t i o n  m u s t  

b e  c o n v e y e d .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  a s  l a t o  a s  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  w a s  n o t  y e t  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  

w o r l d  a n d  i t s  e f f e c t  was n o t  r e a l l y  f e l t  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  s t i l l  

e x i s t e d  i n  a t y p e  o f  e q u i l i b r i u m ,  n o n e  g a i n i n g  p e r m a n e n t  

d o m i n a n c e  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  O t t o m a n s  were a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  

w i n  v i c t o r i e s  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  P o r t u g u e s e  

d o m i n a n c e  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was  

e n d e d  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  by a r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  Musl im s u p e r i o r i t y .  

Up t o  t h i s  t ime v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  make c u l t u r a l  

a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c o s  w h i c h  g a v e  t h e m  t e m p o r a r y  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r  o r  a n o t h e r  r e g i o n ,  b u t  t h e  p a c e  o f  c h a n g e  

was s o  l i e s u r e l y  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s ,  

u s u a l l y  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  c o u l d  b e  c o p i e d  by o t h e r s  a n d  t h u s  t h e  
. .. 



advances n e u t r a l i z e d .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c o n t u r y  t h i s  

was no l o n g e r  t h e  case. The t e c h n i c a l  advances of  t h e  West, 

sncouraged by a  p rocess  which may be c a l l e d  t h e  ' i n s t i t u t i o n a l i -  

z a t i o n  o f  i n n o v a t i o n ' ,  had c r e a t e d  a system o f  t e c h n i c a l  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  so c o m p l i c a t e d  and on such a  v a s t  s c a l e  t h a t  i t  

c o u l d  n o t  be cop ied  p iecemea l  by o t h e r s .  Through a  comb ina t i on  

of i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  economic, and t e c h n i c a l  changes peop le  i n  t h e  

West had come t o  r e l y  on, p l a n  f o r ,  and work f o r  a  con t i nuous  

process o f  t e c h n i c a l  change. The s e t  o f  env i ronmenta l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  

and h i s t o r i c a l  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  were so complex 

t h a t  i t  was no wonder t h a t  t h e y  had never occu r red  b e f o r e  and 

c o u l d  n o t  e a s i l y  be cop ied .  The changes, o n c e ' t h e y  passed a  

c e r t a i n  p o i n t  beyond wh ich  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  on t h e i r  own, began 

t o  occur  a t  a  g e o m e t r i c  r a t e  o f  p r o g r e s s i o n , s o  t h a t  t h e  pace o f  

change i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  wh ich widened t h e  'gap' between 

t h e  West and t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  I t  was t h i s  'gap' wh ich was t o  

de te rmine  much o f  Ottoman h i s t o r y  t h roughou t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  because ano the r  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  Western t r a n s -  

f o rma t i on  was t h a t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  be l i m i t e d  by geography. 

The key  t o  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  can p r o b a b l y  be found i n  t h e  

concept  o f  i n n o v a t i o n  as  a  c o n t i n u o u s  process,  b o t h  t e c h n i c a l  

and c u l t u r a l .  Thus n o t  o n l y  was t h e  Ottoman Empi re  a t  a  severe  

d i sadvan tage  because i t  had n o t  become aware o f  t h e  t rans fo rma-  

t i o n  u n t i l  i t  had l o n g  been a t  work, b u t  i t  had t o  s t a r t  a t  t h e  

bog inn ing  t o  even hope t o  ' c a t c h  up ' .  
2 

2fluch o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  I owe t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  and r e a d i n g s  
w i t h  Dr .  Reuben S m i t h  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  Eas t  Center  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

: o f  Chicago. 
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T h o s e  O t t o m a n s  who r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  

t h e  E m p i r e  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  new Power o f  t h e  

West w e r a  by no means  u n a n i m o u s  i n  t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  c h a n g e .  

T h e  i n i t i a l  r e s p o n s e  o f  m o s t  M u s l i m s  was t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f o r m s  

a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  E m p i r e  h a d  

b e e n  s u p r e m e ,  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  o f  O t t o m a n s  

i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  

w e r e  u r g i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e .  T h e y  saw t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  a s  t h e  West h a d  d e f i n e d  t h a t  r o l e  and saw t h a t  t h e  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e  o f  1800 d i d  n o t  meet t h e s e  c r i t e r i a ,  

Many c h a n g e s  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  and  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  which  made t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  O t t o m a n  i d e a l  i m p o s s i b l e ,  T h e  h a l t i n g  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

a d v a n c e  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  new t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  s p o i l s  o f  war m e a n t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  q h a z i  

i d e a l  f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  M i l i t a r y  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  h a d  

c h a n g e d  a l s o ,  t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  i t  was c h a n g i n g  i n  t h e  

West, a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  was  t h e  f o r c e d  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  r e l i a n c e  o n  

' f e u d a l 1  t y p e  c a v a l r y  b a s e d  o n  a  ' l a n d e d  g e n t r y ' .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h e s e  c h a n g e s ,  t h e r e  was  an i n f l u x  o f  p r e c i o u s  m e t a l s  f r o m  

A m e r i c a  c a u s i n g  s e v e r e  i n f l a t i o n ,  a  c h a n g e  i n  w o r l d  t r a d e  

p a t t e r n s  c a u s e d  by t h e  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a  by E u r o p e a n  

t r a d e r s ,  and  a  g o n e r a l  d e c l i n e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  i n d u s t r y ,  3 

T h e  s o l i d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  

s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s  e a r l i e r  was n o t  a l t e r e d  by t h e  O t t o m a n s  and  

t h e  i n h i b i t i o n  o f  i n n o v a t i o n  i t  c a u s e d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  

3 ~ h a r l e s  I s s a w i ,  o p e c i t e ,  p.23 a n d  8, L e w i s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p 2 6 . -  



o f  many w e s t e r n  i d e a s  s u c h  a s  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s *  A l l  o f  t h e s e  

c h a n g e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e .  T h e  p r i m a r y  a l t e r a t i o n  was  t h e  w e a k e n i n g  o f  t h e  p o u e r  

o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

T h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  v i e w e d  a s  a d e c l i n e  s i n c e  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  West was  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

e c o n o m i c  power by t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

By t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  h a d  made 

t h e m s e l v e s  f e l t  and O t t o m a n  s o c i e t y  was a d j u s t i n g  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  f u l l y  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  r e f o r m s  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  we m u s t  h a v e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h e  b a s i c  

a s p e c t s  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  O t t o m a n  s o c i e t y .  S i n c e  t h i s  s t u d y  

i s  c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  v a r i o u s  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  A s i a t i c  p a r t s ,  we w i l l  

c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  mos t  a f f e c t  

t h i s  p o l i c y ,  T h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e s e  was  t h e  s t r u g g l e  - 
C d' 

b e t w e e n  t h e  P a l a c e  a n d  t h e  P o r t e  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  t h e  

P r o v i n c e s  on  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l a n d  and  l o c a l  

~ o ~ u l a t i o ~ s . ~  i n  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  E m p i r e  l i k a  t h e  O t t o m a n ,  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  l a n d  and  t h u s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  was t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  

o f  P o w e r ;  power t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  o r  t o  e f f e c t  c h a n g e .  

T h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  

s t a q e s  o f  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  b r e a k d ~ w n  o f  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Ot toman  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  it  h a d  e x i s t e d  

i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  had  r e s u l t e d  i n  a l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  by 

4 ~ h e  word P o r t s  i s  u s ~ d  f o r  ' S u b l i m e  P o r t e ' ,  t h e  F r e n c h  
and  E n g l i s h  term f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b a s e d  on  t h e  
T u r k i s h  w o r d s  f o r  ' h i g h  g a t e t  w h e r e  t h e  v i z i e r  r e c e i v e d  v i s i t o r - 9 .  



t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m o n t  o v e r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  

v i r t u a l  independence o f  many a r e a s  by t h e  1 7 0 0 ' s .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

O t t o m a n  s y s t e m  h a d  b e e n  h i g h l y  c e n t r a l i z e d ,  w i t h  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  

l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e  ( m i r i  - l a n d )  a n d  was  managed u n d e r  

w h a t  was  c a l l e d  t h e  tirnar systemm5 T h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h i s  t i m a r  

s y s t e m  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  more p r o m i n e n t  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  

T h e  timar s y s t e m ,  s i m p l y  s t a t e d ,  was t h e  g r a n t  o f  t h e  u s e  

o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  ( u s u a l l y  c o n t a i n i n g  s e v e r a l  

v i l l a g e s )  t o  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  o r  s i p a h i s ,  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  

t h e i r  l i f e ,  T h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  t i t h e ,  u s u a l l y  t e n  t o  t w e l v e  p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  

t h e i r  g r a n t ,  s e n t  t h s  o t h e r  t a x e s  on  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

and  g e n e r a l l y  managed a f f a i r s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  r e t u r n  

f o r  t h i s ,  t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  r e t a i n e r s ,  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  wou ld  p l a c e  

t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  s e r v i c e  i n  c a s e  o f  war o r  o t h e r  n e e d .  

T h e s e  g r a n t s  o f  l a n d  b e c a m e  i n f o r m a l l y  h e r e d i t a r y  a s  i t  became  - 
g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a s o n  t o  s u c c e e d  h i s  f a t h e r  a s  a ~ i ~ a h i  

and  t h u s  a s  master o f  the t imar.  S i n c e  t h e s e  g r a n t s  were f o r  

u s e  o n l y ,  t h e  s t a t e  m a i n t a i n e d  a  firm h o l d  on  t h e  l a n d ,  r e s e r v i n g  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s m i s s  a s i p a h i  a t  w i l l .  T h i s  s y s t e m  e f f e c t i v e l y  

P r e v e n t e d  t h e  r i s e  o f  a p e r m a n e n t  l a n d e d  a r i s t o c r a c y  w i t h  

v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  t o  o p p o s e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  
6 

- 
 he o n l y  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  was i n  u r b a n  areas a n d  c o n s i s t e d  

m a i n l y  o f  h o u s e s ,  s m a l l  p l o t s  o f  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t o w n  o r  v i l l a g e ,  
e t c .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  was n o t  i n c l u d e d  a s  - miri i f  i t  was a t t a c h e d  
t o  a mosqua ,  s c h o o l ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  f o u n d a t i o n .  - 

6 ~ h e  limits o f  t h e  s i p a h i s  a u t h o r i t y  and  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  
i n c o m e  were c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  i n  O t t o m a n  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e y  c o u l d  



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  l a r g e  e s t a t e s  and  g a v e  

t h e  p e a s a n t r y  a m a s t e r  who was  u n l i k e l y  t o  b e  t o o  h a r s h ,  s i n c a  

h i s  p r o s p e r i t y  was t i e d  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  

l a n d m 7  It t h u s  h a d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  c r e a t i n g  a r u l i n g  c l a s s  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  who l i v e d  o n  t h n  l a n d  b u t  d i d n ' t  own i t  and  

who were d i r e c t l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

As was s t a t e d  a b o v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  by t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

t h e s e  s i p a h i  a s  a m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  were o b s o l e t e .  T h e  s y s t e m  

i t s e l f  h a d  d e g e n e r a t e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  s i p a h i s  s e n d i n g  

u n q u a l i f i e d  s u b s t i t u t e s  a n d  i l l - t r a i n e d ,  i l l - e q u i p p e d  t r o o p s  

t o  t h e  a r m y :  b u t  t h e  b a s i c  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  d e m i s e  was  t h a t  d u e  

t o  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s  by t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

t h e y  were n o  l o n g e r  n e e d e d  on  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  T h e  well d i s c i -  

p l i n e d  J a n i s s a r i e s  were now t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  army.  8 

The c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  t i m a r  s y s t e m  was  t o  h a v e  g r a v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

f o r  t h e  E m p i r e s  

I1 . . . . . t h e  g r a d u a l  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  t i m a r  s y s t e m  l e d  t o  
t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o o d - p r o d u c i n g  and  t a x -  
y i e l d i n g  s o u r c e s  a s  wel l  a s  t o  t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  a  
s o c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n e d  e q u i l i b r i u m ,  o r d e r ,  
a n d  s t a b i l i t y  among t h e  p e a ~ a n t r y . " ~  

By t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  l a n d  c e a s e d  t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  

s i p a h i s  o r  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  b u t  i t  s t i l l  h a d  t o  b e  managed 
J 
6' 

, n o t  t h e m s e l v e s  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  a n d  a n y  d i s -  
1 a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  them a n d  t h e  p o a s a n t s  were t o  b e  s e t t l e d  
a by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  ~ a l i l  I n a l c i k ,  "Land P r o b l e m s  i n  T u r k i s h  
4 H i s t o r y 1 * ,  ~ u s l i r n  W o r l d ,  1953, p .223 ,  
4 7 ~ .  D a v i s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p. 11. 

8 ~ h e  O t t o m a n  e l i t e  i n f a n t r y  c o r p s ,  o n c o  fo rmed  f r o m  c o n -  
d s c r i p t e d  y o u n g  C h r i s t i a n s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m .  

' ~ e m a l  K a r p a t ,  "Land R e g i m e ,  S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e ,  and  M o d s r n i -  
f z a t i o n  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e w ,  i n  W. P o l k  and  R e  C h a m b e r s ,  

B e g i n n i n q s  o f  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  j n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  ( C h i c a g o ,  U n i v .  - 
o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1960) ,  p.%K-- 



a n d  t a x e s  s t i l l  h a d  t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s ,  t a x  

c o l l e c t i n g  r i g h t s  w e r e  g r a n t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  e i t h e r  c o u r t i e r s  

f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l  o r  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  w i t h  

n o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  T h i s  s y s t e m  was  c a l l e d  

t a x - f a r m i n g ,  o r  i l t i z a r n . l 0  W h i l o  t h i s  s o l v e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t a x  

c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  

i n c o m e  s i n c e  t h e  t i t h e s  were now i n c l u d e d ,  a t  t h e  same time i t  

i m m e a s u r a b l y  w e a k e n e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s .  T h i s  g r a n t  o f  powor t o  t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s ,  s o o n  t o  come u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e  o f  a y a n ,  came 

d u r i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w i n g  w e a k n e s s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  T h i s  a l l  l e d  

t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a k i n d  o f  ' f e u d a l  a r i s t o c r a c y '  among t h e  

a n  w i t h  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  l a n d  u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  w i t h  n o  

t i e s  t o  C o n o t a n t i n o p l e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e m i s s i o n  o f  a p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  t a x e s .  11 

T h e  term a y a n  i s  a g e n e r a l  o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  men f r o m  v a r i e d  

b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  T h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e m  

4 were t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s  who, 
5 ' a l o n g  w i t h  mzny e x - s i p a h i s ,  w o r e  t h e  l o g i c a l  c h o i c e  f o r  t a x -  i 
5 

c o l l e c t i o n  d u t i e s .  I n  many cases ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  were men f r o m  

h u m b l e  o r i g i n s ;  v i l l a g e r s  o r  t o w n s m e n  who h a d  r a i s e d  e n o u g h  
-..- . 

''A t a x - f b r r n e r ,  o r  p o s s e s s o r  o f  a n  i l t i z a m ,  i s  a m u l t a z i m .  
11 One o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  a y a n  was  t h a t  h e  

w a s  a b l o  t o  a s s i g n  s t a t e  l a n d s  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  t h u s  h a v i n g  a 
p o w e r f u l  i n f l u o n c e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  T h e  s i p a h i  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  
a b l e  t o  i n t o r f o r e  w i t h  t h e  p e a s a n t ' s  l n a x ; - f o h i s  l a n d .  T h e o r o t i -  
c a l l y  t h e  a y a n  would  be f o r c e d  t o  r e n e w  t h e  t a x - f a r m  e a c h  y e a r ,  
b u t  t h i s  was  s e l d o m  e n f o r c e d .  S e e  a r t i c l e  s i t e d  a b o v e  by K .  
K a r p a t  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  a y a n .  



money t o  buy t a x  c o l l e c t i n g  r i g h t s  and g r a d u a l l y  worked them- 

s e l v e s  u p  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a n  ayan p o s i t i o n . 1 2  By t h e  end o f  

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e s e  ayan were v e r y  p o w e r f u l  i n  many 

a reas ,  h a v i n g  p r i v a t e  a r m i e s  and o n l y  t h e  most t enuous  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  government .  

I n  A n a t o l i a  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  Here,  - 
and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a r e a s  p o p u l a t e d  by Kurds ,  t h e  derebeys ,  o r  

v a l l e y  l o r d s ,  were  t h e  most p o w e r f u l  group.13 They were s i m i l a r  

i n  many r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  s h e i k h s  o f  t h e  Arab l a n d s ,  l e a d e r s  who 

had s t r u c k  r o o t s  among t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  r u l e d  and f r o m  whom t h e y  

had sprung.  They  formed g e n u i n e  l o c a l  d y n a s t i e s  w i t h  s t r o n g  

l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  and l o y a l t i e s .  They had  a  somewhat c l o s e r  - 

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  P o r t e  t h a n  many o f  t h e  ayan and i n  f a c t  d e v e l o p e d  

a  r e g u l a r  s y s t e m  o f  s u z e r a i n t y  and vassa lage .  T h e i r  c l o s e  and 

i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  and p e o p l e s  made 

t h e i r  r u l e  g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  h a r s h  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  ayan.14 The 

derebeys ,  who c a n  more a c c u r a t e l y  be c a l l e d  f e u d a l ,  made 

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  more o f  a  dependency o f  t h e  E m p i r e  t h a n  a 

p a r t ,  a  f a c t  w h i c h  h a d  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  

The most  i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e s  among t h e  ayan o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  were t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s .  T h i s  g r o u p  had a lways  been - 
"K. Karpat,  op.c i t . ,  p.78. 

I 3 ~ h a  t e r m  * l o r d s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y *  was g i v e n  t o  them because 
o f  t h a i r  u s u a l  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  heads o f  v a l l e y s ,  t h e  e n t r a n c e s  
t o  m o u n t a i n  g o r g e s  o r  d e f i l e  r o a d s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  l e v i e d  t o l l s  
on  t r a v e l l e r s  a n d  c a r a v a n s .  Q u a r t e r l e o v i e w ,  -- o p . c i t . ,  p.18. 

1 4 ~ .  Lewis, o p . c i t . ,  and R .  D a v i s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p.18, 
. - 



p r e s e n t  i n  O t t o m a n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  i t s  r o l e  w i t h i n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  

v a r i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  power  e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

m e n t .  T h e  term n o t a b l e  e n c o m p a s s e d  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  p e o p l e .  

T h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  u l e m a  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  t h e  m u f t i s  

and  -- q a d i s  as w e l l  as  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  m a d r e s e s  and  l e a d e r s  

o f  t h o  - Suf i_  o r d e r s  ( t a r i q a s ) ,  w o r e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

g r o u p s  o f  n o t a b l e s  i n  terms o f  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e y  were t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s p o k e s m e n  of t h e  Islamic c i t y  a n d  w e r e  u s u a l l y  d r a w n  f r o m  l o c a l  

f a m i l i e s .  T h e  same p r i n c i p l e  h e l d  t r u e  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a -  

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  p a t r i a r c h s  . 
T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  ' s e c u l a r '  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and  

c o u n t r y s i d e  c o m i n g  u n d e r  s u c h  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a s  a y a n ,  a g h a ,  

a m i r  a s h r a f ,  o r  s h e i k h . ' =  T h e s e  w o r e  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s ,  -' 
o r  f a m i l i e s  w h o s e  power  m i g h t  b e  b a s e d  o n  some p o l i t i c a l  o r  

m i l i t a r y  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  memory o f  some a n c e s t o r  o r  

p r e d e c e s s o r ,  or i n  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o r  g r o u p .  An 

e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  l a t t e r  case c o u l d  b e  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  

m e r c h a n t  g u i l d s  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w h i c h  i n  many c i t i e s  made t h e m  

a Power t o  be r e c k o n e d  w i t h  and  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  

a h i g h l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  manO16 I n  many c a s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  - 
I54cjha  was t h e  t i t l e  b e s t o w e d  o n  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s ,  

a m i r  was  a t  o n e  t ime a  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e  a n d  l a t e r  g i v e n  a s  a n  h o n o r  - 
t o  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e ,  a s h r a f  was  a p p l i e d  t o  t h o s e  who c l a i m e d  
d e s c e n t  f r o m  ~uhammed,sheikh w a s  a l e a d e r  o f  a n  A r a b  t r i b e  
o r  a  r e l i a i o u s  o f f i c i a l .  

l6Ea:h i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  m e r c h a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a d  i t s  own 
s h o i k h  o r  l e a d e r  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  t a x i n g  f u n c t i o n .  H e  
d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n t  o f f i o e r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  
or  t h r o u g h  a s u p e r i o r  s h e i k h  p o s s e s s i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a num- 
b e r  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  G i b b  a n d  Bowen, o p . c i t . ,  V o l .  I ,  P a r t  1, 
p. 213 .  



e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  pouror o f  t h e  n o t a b l e  e n s u e d  f r o m  h i s  

c o n t r o l  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

t a x - f a r m s  or  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  u a q f s  ( r e l i g i o u s  e n d o w m e n t s ) .  T h i s  

T h i s  c o n t r o l  w a s  i m p o r t a n t ,  n o t  s o  much b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  

i t  g a v e  t h e  n o t a b l e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  it e n a b l e d  h im t o  c o n t r o l  

t h e  f o o d  s u p p l y  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d  t h u s  i n d i r e c t l y  t o  a f f e c t  

17 p u b l i c  o r d e r  a n d  p u t  p r e s s u r e  on  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  many o f  

t h e  A r a b  c i t i e s  a n d  i n  w e s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  members o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r y  

d e t a c h m e n t s  f i l l e d  t h i s  l a t t e r  r o l e .  18 

T h e  n o t a b l e  t h a t  a c h i e v e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  l a n d  had much m o r e  t h a n  s i m p l y  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t a x e s .  T h e  p e a s a n t  was  v i r t u a l l y  in 

. P e r p e t u a l  d e b t  t o  t h e  n o t a b l e s  d u e  t o  t h e  c h r o n i c  u n c e r t a i n t y  

f o f  t h e  g r a i n  y i e l d s  a n d  l a c k  o f  a n y  f o r m  o f  b a n k i n g .  One o r  t w o  

a Y e a r s  of bad h a r v e s t s  w o u l d  f o r c e  t h e  p e a s a n t ,  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  
i 

1 v a s s a l  o f  a b e n e v o l e n t  s i p a h i ,  t o  b o r r o w  money a t  h i g h  i n t e r e s t  

1 
r a t e s  f r o m  t h e  n o t a b l e ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  same man who c o l l e c t e d  h i s  

: t a x e s .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  p e a s a n t  was o b l i g e d  t o  t u r n  o v e r  h i s  

j c l a i m  t o  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  n o t a b l e  and become s i m p l y  
t 

: a  t e n a n t  t o  t h e  c i t y - b a s e d  l a n d l o r d .  T h e  l a n d l o r d  h i m s e l f  

s e l d o m  farmed, b u t  r a t h e r  s u p p l i e d  t h e  s e e d  when n e c e s s a r y  

4 a n d  c o l l e c t e d  t a x e s .  T h e  v i l l a g e  i n  many cases  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

o p e r a t e  o n  a communal  b a s i s  e v e n  t h o u g h  e a c h  p l o t  o f  l a n d  was 

I 7 ~ l b e r t  H o u r a n i .  " O t t o m a n  Reform a n d  t h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  
N o t a b l e s Q Q  i n  P o l k  a n d  C h a m b e r s ,  o p . c i t  ., p - 4 9 .  S e e  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
f o r  a m o r e  c o m p l e t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s .  

1 8 ~ o r  more on t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  a n d  n o t a b l e s  i n  
g o n e r a l  i n  t h e  Arab s e t t i n g ,  s ee  H. Bodman, P o l i t i c a l  F a c t i o n s  - 

( c h a p e l  H i l l ,  U n i v .  o f  ~ o r t h  C a r o l i n a  



owned s e p a r a t e l y  by o n e  o r  m a r s  l a n d l o r d ,  19 

The p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e  was t o  a c t  a s  a n  

i n t e r m e d i a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b o t h  l o c a l  and c e n t r a l ,  

and t h e  p e o p l e .  T h i s  f u n c t i o n  was f u l f i l l e d  on  a r e l i g i o u s ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  and  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  l e v e l .  T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  S u f i -  - 
o r d e r s  were e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  A n a t o l i a ,  w h e r e  most o f  

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  l o n g  b e e n  l i n k e d  t o  o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  

o r d e r s  a n d  f e l t  l i t t l e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b r a n d  o f  S u n n i  

o r t h o d o x y  p r a c t i s e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  T h e  l a r g e r  S u f i  o r d e r s  - 
h a d  h a d  t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  A n a t o l i a  i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  a n d  f i f t e e n t h  

c e n t u r i e s  a n d  were f i r m l y  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  and  t h e  

c r a f t  g u i l d s . "  T h e  u le rna ,  w h i l e  o r t h o d o x ,  were n e v e r t h e l e s s  

u s u a l l y  l o c a l  men and c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  a p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  on  

t h e  c o n t r a 1  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  l o c a l l y  c o u l d  w i e l d  power t h r o u g h  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a r s  o f  t h e  law, T h e  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e  

of t h e  n o t a b l e s  v a r i e d  w i t h  t h e  power  e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t .  I f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  was weak ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s  

t o o k  o v e r  as  much o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  t h e y  

c o u l d ,  T h e i r  power  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  

b o t h  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h o  power  v e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  men, 

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  m u s t  b e  v i e w e d  i n  terms o f  a  ' p o l i t i c s  

of n o t a b l e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  terms, T h e  b a l a n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  l o c a l  and  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  t i p p e d  i n  

f a v o r  o f  t h e  f o r m e r .  

' 9 ~ .  I s s a w i ,  9 - . c i t . ,  p. 75. 

'O~he  B e k t a s h i  o r d o r  was  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  
and when t h e  l a t t e r  w e r o  a b o l i s h e d  i n  1826,  t h e  B o k t a s h i s  were 
p r o s c r i b e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  d i s a p p r o v a l ,  
t h e  orders c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h r i v e  we l l  i n t o  t h o  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  



There was, of course,  an o f f i c i a l  government presence i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu r y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  t h e  

governors  ( v a l i s )  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  and t h e i r  admin is -  

t r a t i v e  h e i r a r c h i e s .  T h i s  element o f  l o c a l  government was a l s o  

r e l a t i v e l y  independent  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  Cons tan t inop le .  

I n  many cases t h e  v a l i s  were themselves ayan who had become so 

power fu l  t h a t  t h e  government 's  o n l y  way of m a i n t a i n i n g  even 

min ima l  c o n t r o l  was t o  make them i t s  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

I n  o t h e r  cases t h e  v a l i s  were s t r a n g e r s  t o  t h e  a rea  and had t o  

work o u t  a  system o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  i n  o rde r  

t o  govern. I n  e i t h e r  case, i t  was v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  and most o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

between t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  governments, wh ich were s u ~ ~ o s e d l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  d i r e c t l y  t o  Cons tan t i nop le ,  and t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  

groups . 
The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Ottoman s o c i e t y  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  peop le  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  u s u a l l y  oppress ive  r u l e  o f  t h e  v a l i s ,  

wh0,Wers i n t e r e s t e d  m a i n l y  i n  making as much money as p o s s i b l e  

i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime ,  t h e  no tab les ,  and t h e  p ressu re  

from o u t s i d e  groups, m a i n l y  t h e  nomadic Arabs and Kurds. The 

s o c i e t y  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two c o - e x i s t i n g  groups, whose r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  each o the r  were f o r  t h e  most p a r t  f o r m a l  and s u p e r f i c i a l .  

One group formed t h e  gove rn ing  c l a s s  o f  s o l d i e r s  and o f f i c i a l s ,  

t h e  o t h e r  t h e  governed and t h e i r  l e a d e r s ;  t h e  merchants, a r t i s a n s ,  

no tab les ,  and c u l t i v a t o r s .  Each group was o rgan ized  on indepen- 

den t  l i n e s  and i n  most cases n r i t h e r  group i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  



i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  r u l i n g  g r o u p  d e p e n d e d  

1 u p o n  r e c e i v i n g  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  i n  

1 c a s h  o r  k i n d ,  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s e l f ,  and t h e  g o v e r n e d ,  by a c c o m o d a t i n 9  

! t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  was  l e f t  a l o n e .  S t a b i l i t y  was  

e n s u r e d  b e c a u s o  t h e  o n l y  c h a n g e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  w e r e  c h a n g e s  i n  

t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  g r o u p .  E a c h  o f  t h e s e  s u c c e s s i v e  

I r u l i n g  g r o u p s  demanded  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same  t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  
1 

) g o v e r n e d  and  d i d  n o t  d i s t u r b  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  

/ made p o s s i b l e  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  p r o d u c e  a n d  t a x e s .  
2 1  

I 
1 T h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was a i d e d  by t h e  g e n e r a l  

4 t h e  o l d  w a y s  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s e r v e d  and  f o l l o w e d .  T h i s  r e v e r e n c e  

f o r  t r a d i t i o n  was t h e  d o c t r i n e  I!. . . . . . .most  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
T 

a n d  mos t  s t r o n g l y  s t r e s s e d  i n  I s l a m i c  t e a c h i n g .  w~~ I s l a m  h a d  

n e v e r  a d o p t e d  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  p r o g r e s s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  West  and  

i n n o v a t i o n  ( b i d m a )  o f  a n y  k i n d  was g e n e r a l l y  f r o w n e d  upon by t h e  

u l e m a  and  by s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  C o n s e r v a t i s m ,  t h a t  i s ,  b e l i e f  -- 
i n  t h e  v a l i d i t y  a n d  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s a g e s ,  was t h e  

a a c c e p t c d  s o c i a l  i d e a l e Z 3  T h e  p r e v a l e n c e  a n d  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  

S u f i  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  a rea  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  - 
o f  I s l a m i c  s o c i e t y  by e m p h a s i z i n g  m a n ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  

God a n d  m i n i m i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s t a t e  a n d  s o c i e t y .  Member- 

s h i p  i n  a n  o r d e r  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  much o f  t h e  

h a r s h n e s s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  and  a t  t h e  same t i m e  p r o v i d e d  h im w i t h  

" ~ i b b  a n d  Bowen, o p . c i t . ,  pp .  209-210.  

 bid., p. 2 1 4 .  

2 3 ~ i l l i a m  R e  P o l k ,  The O p e n i n q  o f  S o u t h  L e b a n o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  
p .  6 4 .  



a s u r e  p a t h  

A c o n s  

t o  h e a v e n .  

i d e r a b l ~  amount o f  t i m e  h a s  b e e n  s p e n t  d i s c u s s i n g  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Ot toman  s o c i e t y ,  a  d i s c u s s i o n  made n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  a l l  t h e  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  a c t  upon t h i s  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s o c i e t y  and  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  by t h e  

1 reformers  c a n  o n l y  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  mind .  

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  a r e a  which  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  b e  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

* i n ,  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  was s u c h  a n  i s o l a t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  

t h a t  many o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  O t t o m a n  

I s o c i e t y  w e r e  s t i l l  v e r y  much i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of  

t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

S e f o r e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  

a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  b e g i n s ,  a b r i e f  r e c a p i t u l a -  

8 t i o n  of e v e n t s  i s  i n  o r d e r .  T h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

; O t t o m a n  s y s t e m  of  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  i t  h a d  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  

"ad e a r l y  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  h a d  l e d  t o  a l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  by 
; 
: t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o v e r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  By t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t ;  

A r a b  t r i b e s  had r e c l a i m e d  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  F e r t i l e  C r a s c e n t  

"which h a d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ,  and t h e  K u r d s  

h a d  d o n e  t h e  same i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  

K u r d s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  was  u s u a l l y  a l l o w e d  t o  p r o c e e d  u n d e r  t h e i r  

+ t u t e l a g e .  T h e  u l e m a  emerged  a s  t h e  s p o k e s m e n  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  
i 

u r b a n  e l e m e n t ,  who f e l t  t h e  demands  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  money 



t h o  h a r d e s t .  T h e  J a n i s s a r i e s ,  n o  l o n g e r  e f f i c i e n t ,  n o  l o n g e r  
1 

s l a v e s ,  n o  l o n g a r  d r a w n  f r o m  C h r i s t i a n  b o y s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  mos t  

p a r t  n o  l o n g e r  s o l d i e r s ,  became t h e  r u l i n g  e l e m e n t  i n  many 

c i t i e s ,  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  g r o u p  w i t h  a m i n i m a l  d e g r e e  o f  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n .  T h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  a y a n  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  p i c t u r e .  T h e s e  t a x -  

f a r m e r s  t u r n e d  f e u d a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  a n d  t r a n s f o r m e d  s i p a h i s  

c o n t r o l l e d  most  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  n o t  c l a i m e d  by 

K u r d i s h  d e r e b e y s  and Arab s h e i k h s ,  a n d  t h e y  u s u a l l y  r u l e d  f r o m  

t h e  c i t i e s .  24 

From t h i s  s y s t e m  a k i n d  o f  e q u i l i b r i u m  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e .  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  who e x p l o i t e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and  

! m a n i p u l a t e d  t h e  s u l t a n ,  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  b e h i n d  t h e  

o f f i c i a l s ,  h a d  a v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  made t h e m  

1 w a n t  t o  p r e s e p v e  t h e  E m p i r e .  A b a l a n c e  was worked  o u t  b e t w e e n  

t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of  t h e  P a l a c e  and  t h e  P o r t e ,  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s ,  

h h o  s o m e t i m e s  s p o k e  a s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h e  a y a n  

: and  o t h e r  n o t a b l e s  who r e t a i n e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  power .  25 

2 4 ~ l b e r t  H o u r a n i ,  "The  C h a n g i n g  F a c e  o f  t h e  F e r t i l e  C r e s c e n t  
i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y " ,  S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a ,  V I I I ,  1 9 5 7 .  

"R. D a v i s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 9 .  



PART I 1  

T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

c h a n g e  o c c u r r e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Much o f  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  c e n t u r y  h a d  been t a k e n  u p  w i t h  d i s p u t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  as  t o  w h a t  t y p e  of  c h a n g e  was  n e e d e d  o r  p e r m i s s a b l e  

and how i t  was  t o  be i m p l e m e n t e d ,  T h e  few r e f o r m - m i n d e d  o f f i c i a l s  

o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  were v i r t u a l l y  p o w e r l e s s  i n  t h e  face o f  t h e  

u l e m a  a n d  t h e  d a n i s s a r i e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  and t h e  a y a n  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s ,  a l l  of  whom were j e a l o u s  o f  a n y  i n f r i n g e m e n t  on  t h e i r  

P o w e r s  and  t h e r e f o r e  o p p o s e d  mos t  a t t e m p t s  a t  r e f o r m  a t  t h e  
, 

c e n t e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  a t t empts  by t h e  S u l t a n s  and  v a r i o u s  Grand  

V i z i e r s  t o  b r e a k  o u t  o f  t h e  g r i p  t h e y  were h e l d  i n  by t h e  
? 

v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  of t h e  E m p i r e ,  s u c h  a s  a t t e m p t s  a t  m i l i t a r y  
3 

r e f o r m ,  b u t  t h e y  a l l  f a i l e d  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n *  
Y 

T h e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t e m p t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

ment t o  r e a s s e r t  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  came d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  S u l t a n  
# 

S e l i m  I11 (1789-7807).  S e l i m  came t o  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  
t 

of  a  war  w i t h  R u s s i a  w h i c h  t h e  O t t o m a n s  e v e n t u a l l y  l o s t  i n  17920 

T h e  d e c e i s i v e  loss t o  R u s s i a ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  

i n  w e s t e r n  ideas t r i g g e r e d  by some o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  

1 
" e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  h a d  m a n a g e d  t o  p e n e t r a t e  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  b o t h  

t h e  P a l a c e  and  t h e  P o r t e .  p l u s  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  a s t r o n g - w i l l e d  

a n d  w e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  S u l t a n ,  l a i d  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  t h e  

a t t e m p t s  a t  i n t e r n a l  reform d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  S e l i m  saw t h e  

p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n  m i l i t a r y  terms, w h i c h  t o  
t . - 



h i m  w a s  t h e  E m p i r e ' s  m o s t  o b v i o u s  d e f i c i e n c y .  He e n c o u r a g e d  

f r e e  d i s c u s s i o n  among h i s  a d v i s o r s ,  u r g e d  t h e m  t o  s u b m i t  

b r i e f s  a b o u t  t h e  i l l s  of  t h e  E m p i r e ,  and  s o u g h t  o u t  E u r o p e a n s  

t o  a i d  i n  t h o  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s a Z 6  T h e  S u l t a n  and  

h i s  a d v i s o r s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a l l  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  h i n g e d  o n  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a m i l i t a r y  body i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  and  

s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s .  S e l i m  and  h i s  g r o w i n g  number  o f  

s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  P o r t e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c r e a t e d  by t h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  t i m a r  s y s t e m  and  s u b s e q u e n t  r i s e  o f  t h e  w a n  

a n d  d e r e b e y s ,  a n d  t h e y  were d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  g r o w i n g  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a n d  o n c e  a g a i n  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  

s t a t e  l a n d s .  27 

T h e r e  was g e n e r a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  m o s t  Otto man 

o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t h a t  c h a n g e  was  n e c e s s a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  

m o s t  o f  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  were f o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

f r a m e w o r k .  S e l i m  was  e v i d e n t l y  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  F r e n c h ,  

b o t h  b y  i d e a s  and  a d v i s o r s ,  a f a c t  h e l d  a g a i n s t  h i m  by t h e  

u l e m a  a n d  t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s .  S e l i m ' s  m i l i t a r y  

i n n o v a t i o n s ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  'new army'  on  a E u r o p e a n  m o d e l ,  

w e r e  a d i r e c t  t h r o a t  t o  t h e  d o m i n a t e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  

and  a s  a r e s u l t  h i s  r e f o r m s  were c r u s h e d  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  s t a g e s  

and  h e  was r e p l a c e d  a s  s u l t a n  i n  1 8 0 7 ,  

2 6 ~ n  1793 t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  s e n t  t o  P a r i s  a l i s t  o f  
t h e  o f f i c e r  and technician p o s i t i o n s  i t  w i s h e d  t o  f ill  f r o m  
F r a n c e .  A s i m i l a r  b u t  l o n g e r  l i s t  was  s e n t  i n  1 7 9 5 .  ( o n e  o f  
t h o s e  who a p p l i e d  was N a b o l e o n  ~ o n a ~ a r t e ) .  N. B e r k e s ,  o p . c i t . ,  
pa 75. 

2 7 ~  b i d . ,  pp .74-81.  . . -  



The most i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  was t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a  g roup o f  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  government t h a t  b e l i e v o d  

i n  re fo rm,  wore c o n v i n c e d  Europe  o f f e r e d  most o f  t h e  answers t o  

t h e  E m p i r e ' s  p rob lems,  and were d e t e r m i n e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e s e  

r e f o r m s  i n  s p i t e  of o p p o s i t i o n .  The b a t t l e  l i n e s  had been drawn 

between t h o  f i r s t  two  g roups  t o  c l a s h  ove r  t h e  p rob lems  of  

r e f o r m  i n  t h e  Ottoman E m p i r e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y t  t h e  
i 

w e s t e r n i z e d  r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  P o r t e  a l l i e d  t o  t h e  Pa lace,  and 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s .  The r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  t h e  r a t h e r  

b l a t a n t  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  West i n h e r e n t  i n  most o f  
' 

Se l i rn 's  r e f o r m s  was m o m e n t a r i l y  t r i u m p h a n t *  

The n e x t  i m p o r t a n t  p e r i o d  o f  r e f o r m  came d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  

o f  S u l t a n  flahmud I 1  (1806-1839). Mahmud had been i n f l u e n c e d  by 

, S e l i m ' s  a t t e m p t s  a t  r e f o r m  and was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  emu la te  h i m ,  

t hough  w i t h  more c a u t i o n .  Though t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  

was an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  subsequent  e v e n t s  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  

o f  e q u a l  o r  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  was t h e  g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  and 
C 

: i m p a t i e n c e  of  many of  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of  t h e  government,  who Luere 
;e 
1 a n x i o u s  t o  r s b u i l d  t h e  E m p i r e  a l o n g  f o r m u l a s  t h e y  were by t h i s  
4 

t i m e  c o n f i d e n t  wou ld  succeed, 
t 

Tho r o l e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  i n  t h e  Ottoman r e f o r m  movement i s  

a  c o m p l i c a t e d  s u b j e c t  and a t  t i m e s  c a n  b e  d a n g e r o u s l y  m i s -  
i 

1 l e a d i n g ,  The o v e r t  r o l e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  changed a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

; P e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  man and t h e  q u a l i t y  and a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  of  t h e  

' o f f i c i a l s  bennath  h i m .  b u t  one must c o n c l u d e  t h a t  i t  was t h e  



c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  made t h e  man i n  most cases. The p r e v i o u s  

: d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  have made i t  

! o b v i o u s  t h a t  change o f  some t y p e  was c l e a r l y  necessary ,  and t h a t  

by Se l im ls  t i m e  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r  most Ottomans r e a l i z o d  t h i s ,  T h a t  

t h e  changes assumed t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t h e y  d i d  was n o t  so  much due 

t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  S e l i m  o r  Mahmud b u t  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  

Europe and t h e  E m p i r e  t h a t  made a  w e s t e r n i s t - o r i e n t e d ,  re fo rm-  

I minded Ottoman government  necessary .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  re fo rms  

I were moulded p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  v a r i o u s  Ottoman o f f i c i a l s  who 

; a d v i s e d  t h e  S u l t a n ,  who were  i n  tu rn  moulded by w e s t e r n  i d e a s  
- 

seen t h r o u g h  t h e  p r i s m  o f  t h e i r  own p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  and t h e i r  

' u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  Ot toman p a s t .  Thus t h e  r a t h e r  s u p e r f i c i a l  

n a t u r e  o f  many o f  t h e  e a r l y  r e f o r m s  and t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  

t e c h n o l o g y  c o u l d  s i m p l y  be  c o p i e d  i n  a vacumn were n a t u r a l  
li 

deve lopments ,  n o t  t h e  s h a l l o w n e s s  o f  one man o r  a  group.  The re  

i n e v i t a b l e  and d i c t a t e d ,  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  t y p e  o f  r e f o r m  

u n d e r t a k e n .  The g r e a t e s t  e f f e c t  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of' t h e  S u l t a n  
1 
"as t o  h a v e  was i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  who was t o  e x e c u t e  t h e  re fo rms ,  

' t h e  P a l a c e  o r  t h e  P o r t e .  

The r e f o r m s  of  Mahmudls r e i g n  were n o t  t o  b e g i n  i n  7808, 

n o r  f o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r .  The J a n i s s a r i e s ,  ulema, and o t h e r  
' 

t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  had d e t h r o n e d  S e l i m  1 1 1  

and had a p p o i n t e d  a n o t h e r  S u l t a n ,  f lus tapha I V ,  who was more 

' amenable t o  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ,  The re fo rm-minded e lement  made a  



c o m e b a c k  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  by s u c c e e d i n g  i n  h a v i n g  M u s t a p h a  

d i s m i s s e d  a n d  mahmud made S u l t a n ,  b u t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  was s t i l l  

v e r y  i n s e c u r e .  Mahmud was  n o t  t r u s t e d  by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  

and  was t o l e r a t e d  o n l y  b e c a u s e  h e  was  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  Ot toman  

l i n e .  I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  i n s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  P o r t e  c a l l e d  on t h o  

a y a n ,  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  i n  t h e  E m p i r e .  I n  1808, 

many of t h e  a y a n  came t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w i t h  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  

; a r m i e s  and  g a v e  Mahmud t h e  s u p p o r t  h e  and t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  
d 

P o r t e  n e e d e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  " e u t r a l i z e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  e l e m e n t  

i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  of  

$ s t a b i l i t y .  
4 

The a y a n  d i d  n o t  p e r f o r m  t h i s  s e r v i c e  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  b u t  

1 I e x a c t e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  P o r t e  c a l l e d  t h e  ' P a c t  o f  ~ l l i a n c e . '  

; T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  l e g a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  p a c t  s i n c e  o n l y  a  few 

4 o f  t h e  a y a n  s i g n e d  i t  a n d  i t  was s o o n  made i r r e l e v a n t  by g o v e r n -  

ment  a c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e  P o r t e  and t h e  

: a y a n  d e l i n e a t e d  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  p o w e r s  a n d  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  

t h e  E m p i r e .  T h e  a y a n ,  a l w a y s  i n s e c u r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a d  ~ O C  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  s i e z u r e  o f  power i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  g a i n e d  a  

- d e g r e e  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  a n d ,  more i m p o r t a n t  f o r  f u t u r e  e v e n t s ,  t h e  

P o r t e  b e g a n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a s s e r t i n g  itself as  a power t o  b e  

r e c k o n e d  w i t h .  2 8 

T h e  n e x t  few y e a r s  were s p e n t  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  s i l e n t  s t r u g g l e  
d 

be tweer r  t h e  new b u r e a u c r a t s  o f  t h e  P o r t e ,  who w e r e  b e c o m i n g  more  

and  more w e s t e r n i z e d  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  
4 - - 

280. L e w i s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .75 a n d  K .  K a r p a b ,  o p . c i t . ,  p.83/ .. 



! wes te rn i zed ) ,  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  on t h e  

4 one hand and t h e  ayan on t h e  o t h e r .  The government managed t o  

1 s e v e r e l y  weaken t h e  ulema i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  

t h r o u g h  a  p rocess  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  be i ng  

sepa ra te  f rom t h e  c e n t r a l  government, t h e  ulema were g i v e n  

o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  government h e i r a r c h y .  The m u f t i s  and 

q a d i s  now h e l d  c o u r t  i n  government o f f i c e s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e i r  

homes. The p r o v i s i o n  o f  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  ulema was b u t  t h e  f i r s t  

s t e p  towards  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  ulema, wh ich  under-  

mined t h e i r  popu la r  and e f f e c t i v e  power by p l a c i n g  b a r r i e r s  

between themselves  and t h e  peop le  and t h u s  weakened c o n s i d e r -  

a b l y  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  r e s i s t  change. 29 

The J a n i s s a r i e s  were d e a l t  w i t h  i n  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  manner* 

Mahmud and h i s  o f f i c i a l s  had l o n g  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way t o  

modernize t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and army o f  t h e  Empi re  was: 

t 
"...*..the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  power i n  h i s  own y, 
hands and t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  and i n  t h e  p rov inces .  
A l l  power d e r i v i n g  f rom i n h e r i t a n c e ,  from t r a d i t i o n ,  
from usage, o r  f rom popu la r  o r  l o c a l  assent  was t o  be 
suppressed, and t h e  sove re i gn  power a l one  was t o  
rema in  as t h e  s o l e  source o f  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  Emp i reeWS0  

The key t o  t h i s  p rocess  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  was power and t h e  

f i r s t  e s s e n t i a l  i n g r e d i e n t  o f  power f o r  Nahmud was a  new, 

modern army. The development o f  t h i s  army was b l ocked  by t h e  

J a n i s s a r i e s  who c o r r e c t l y  saw i t  as a  f a t a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  

2 9 ~ e  Lewis,  op . c i t  ., p.96. 

3 0 ~ b i d  -9 p. 88. 



h a d  b e o n  a b l o  t o  c r ea t e  e n o u g h  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  m i l i t a r y  

forts t o  d e s t r o y  t h o  J a n i s s a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  T h e  

J a n i s s a r i e s  w e r e  f o r m a l l y  d i s b a n d e d ,  mos t  o f  t h e  members i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  k i l l e d ,  a n d  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

g r a d u a l l y  d o n e  away w i t h .  T h i s  ' a u s p i c i o u s  e v e n t ' ,  as  many T u r k s  

c a l l e d  i t ,  i s  r i g h t l y  s e e n  by mos t  h i s t o r i a n s  a s  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  r e f o r m s  o f  ff iahmud's  p e r i o d  a n d  f o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r .  

" B e t w e e n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  i n  1 8 2 6  
and  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1839, Mahmud I 1  embarked  o n  a g r e a t  
programme o f  r e f o r m s ;  i n  them h e  l a i d  doutn t h e  m a i n  
l i n e s  a l o n g  w h i c h  l a t e r  T u r k i s h  r e f o r m e r s ,  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n -  
t u r y ,  were t o  f o l l o w .  I n  e a c h  f i e l d  o f  r e f o r m ,  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new o r d e r  was p r e c e d e d  by  t h e  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  o f  a n  o l d  o n e  -- a n d  a l l  t h e s e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
d e m o l i t i o n s  w e r e  made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r y  c o r p s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  
m i l i t a r y  power  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r d e r . " g l  

T h u s ,  by 1 8 2 6  t h e  u l e m a  a n d  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  h a d  b e e n  e i t h e r  

n e u t r a l i z e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  t w o  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  e q u i -  

l i b r i u m  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n  o n  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  O t t o m a n  s o c i e t y  were g o n e .  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  

b a l a n c e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h a d  b e e n  i m m e a s u r a b l y  

s t r e n g t h e n e d .  

T h e  o t h e r  e l e m e n t  o f  power  w h i c h  Mahmud n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c a r r y  o u t  h i s  p r o g r a m  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  was  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l a n d .  

T h i s  mean t  t h a t  t h a  a y a n  h a d  t o  b e  c r u s h e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  Very  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  existents was c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l a n d .  The c a m p a i g n  



a g a i n s t  

h a d  beg  

t h e  a y a n ,  

u n  a s  e a r l  

w h i c h  was  i n  mos t  r e s p e c t s  a  m i l i t a r y  c a m p a i g n ,  

y  a s  1 8 1 5  a s  t h e  power o f  Mahmud's small new 

a rmy,  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by a r m s  o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  war o f  1 8 1 2  a g a i n s t  

R u s s i a ,  b e g a n  t o  g row.  A f t e r  1 8 2 6 ,  e v e n t s  p r o c e e d e d  more  

r a p i d l y .  T h e  a y a n  were a i d e d  i n  some ways  by t h e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  b u t  n i e t h e r  was a  m a t c h  f o r  

Mahmud's new army. I n  1831, a l l  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t imars i n  t h e  

E m p i r e  were a b o l i s h e d  by g o v e r n m e n t  d e c r e e  a n d  c a m p a i g n s  i n  t h e  

B a l k a n s ,  A n a t o l i a ,  a n d  M e s o p o t a m i a  s u c c e e d e d  i n  d e f e a t i n g  m o s t  

o f  t h e  a y a n s  and  d e r e b e y s .  T h e  E g y p t i a n  war o f  1831-9  f i n a l l y  

e n d e d  t h i s  p h a s e  o f  Mahmud's r e f o r m s .  

A wri ter  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w  i n  1 8 7 4 ,  c o m m e n t i n g  

on  Mahmud's r e f o r m s ,  s a i d :  

" T u r k e y  was  n o s  a T a b u l a  R a s a  a n d  S u l t a n  Mahrnud, a s  
t h o u g h  t o  t h e  manner  b o r n ,  p r o c e e d e d  e a g e r l y  t o  
i n s c r i b e  on  it w h e r e  i t  l a y  p a s s i v e  b e f o r e  h i m ,  t h e  
A l p h a  a n d  Omega o f  d e s p o t i s m  -- a s t a n d i n g  army a n d  
a c e n t r a l i z e d  b u r e a u c r a t i c  a d m i n i ~ t r a t i o n . " ~ ~  

D e s p i t e  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n ,  t h i n g s  were n o t  t o  g o  s o  e a s i l y  

f o r  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  n i n a t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  a y a n  l o s t  mos t  

o f  t h e i r  f e u d a l  p o w e r s  and  a c o n t r o l l e d  s y s t e m  o f  t a x - f a r m i n g  

was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e .  T h e  aim w a s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a d i r e c t  

l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  p e a s a n t s  by d o i n g  away w i t h  

i n t e r m e d i a r i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  a i m  was  n o t  t o  b e  r e a l i z e d .  T h e  a y a n ,  

a s  t h e y  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  were g o n e ,  b u t  t h e  

v a r i o u s  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  l o c n l  n o t a b l e s  and p r o v i n c i a l  o l e m a  

32( . lua r tn r ly  R e v i e w ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 2 6 .  



who had p r o v i d e d  t h e  base f o r  t h e  ayan, had n o t  been d e s t r o y e d .  

The s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e s e  g roups  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p e r o g a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  encroachments o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

a u t h o r i t y ,  m a n i f e s t e d  t h r o u g h  r e f o r m s ,  was t o  occupy t h e  r e s t  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  33 

The government,  b o t h  t h e  P a l a c e  and t h e  P o r t e ,  had emerged 

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  as t h e  p r i m e  mover, t h e  agency o f  change and 

progress .34  T h i s  was a  new c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

i n  t h e  Ottoman t r a d i t i o n  and was l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

development  o f  a  w e s t e r n i z e d  bu reauc racy .  T h i s  p o l i t i c a l  t r a n s -  

f o r m a t i o n  was n o t  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  a  r i s i n g  
~~ - - ~ 

3 3 ~ .  K a r p a t ,  op .c i t . ,  p. 83. 

3 4 ~ h e r e  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  many who d i d  and s t i l l  a rgue  t h a t  
c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l v  Droaress .  F. Ge f f cken ,  w r i t i n k  
i n  t h e  - N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y ,  s a i d  o? iahmudr "...he s u c c e s s f u l l y  
d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Dereg-Begs, and by a  s t r o k e  o f  t h e  pen c o n f i s c a t e d  
a l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  T i m a r l i s .  Thus t h e  who le  p r o v i n c i a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Emp i re  was o v e r t h r o w n  and r e p l a c e d  by t h e  
naked a b s o l u t i s m  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  governmento-a s t e p  o f  f a t a l  
consequences. The a d m i n i s t r a t  i o n  o f  t h e  Begs and T i m a r l i s  was 
Perhaps, n o t  exemplary  a c c o r d i n g  t o  European i d e a s ;  b u t ,  on t h e  
whole,  i t  co r responded  t o  t h e  l o c a l  wants,  and was l i m i t e d  by 
communal s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ;  t h e  t a x e s  were moderate,  and, w i t h  
t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e  f i x e d  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e  money 
remained i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Mahmoud i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  in famous i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  i l t i z a m ,  t h e  fa rm ing  o u t  o f  ~ r o v i n c i a l  t a x e s  t o  t h e  
h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  Thus u n i v e r s a l  c o r r u p t i o n  became t h e  r u l e ;  t h e  
pashas p a i d  h i g h l y  f o r  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  and endeavoured t o  suck o u t  
t h e  d o u b l e  f rom t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  p r o v i n c e s ,  as  t h e y  were e v e r y  
moment i n  danger  o f  b e i n g  r e c a l l e d . .  . . . ." F.H. Geffcken, "The 
T u r k i s h  Reforms i n  Armeniaw,  ~ i n e t e e n t h  Cen tu ry ,  Vo le  38, 1895, 
P a  995. Be rna rd  L e w i s  a l s o  speaks i n  t h e  same v e i n  when h e  
w r i t e s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  becoming more p r e v a l e n t  under  t h e  re fo rmed  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a n  under t h e  o l d  reg ime.  He n o t e s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
g u l f  between t h e  r u l e r s  and t h e  r u l e d  due t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  a  
w e s t e r n i z e d  s t y l e  of  l i f e  among t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  t h e  i n s e c u r i t y  
o f  t e n u r e  and p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  c h r o n i c  f i n a n c i a l  d i s o r d e r s  o f  t h e  
r e f o r m i s t  m i n i s t r i e s ,  and t h e  breakdown o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o r a l  
s tanda rds ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  h e l p e d  t o  make t h e  new c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  

I c y n i c a l  and v e n a l .  8. Lewis, o p . c i t . ,  p. 102. - 
I 
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m i d d l e  c l a s s  o r  o f  a d i s s a t i s f i e d  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l i n g  a u t h o r i t y  i n  i t s  

s t r u g g l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  e x i s t e n c e e 3 '  Mahmud's d e s i r e  f o r  A '( 

c h a n g e  and h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  West were t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  m o t i v e s ,  He, a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  Muhammed 

A l i  o f  E g y p t ,  were d e f e n s i v e  m o d e r n i z e r s ,  men whose  m o s t  a r d e n t  

d e s i r e  was  t o  m u s t e r  s u c h  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  a s  would  e n a b l e  

them t o  resist  t h e  t h r e a t  by modern  p o w e r s  t o  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  

and  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  s t a t e s .  T h u s ,  f o r  Mahmud t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  r e f o r m  was  n o t  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  a n y  modern  

i m a g e ,  b u t  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  r e s i s t e n c e  t o  modern  c o n q u e s t  a n d  

t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n ;  n o t  d e l i b e r a t e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  
A 

b u t  t h o  f o r c i b l e  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  modern  

c h a l l e n g e . 3 6  I t  was  c l e a r  by t h e  I 8 3 O 8 s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  same 

v iew o f  c h a n g e  was n o t  h e l d  by t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  a t  t h e  P o r t e .  - 
They  h a d  g o n e  beyond t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  h i s  a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  

a b s o r b t i o n  a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  w e s t e r n  i d e a s  and  were i n  f a c t  , 

becoming  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  i d e a l  o f  w e s t e r n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e ,  w i t h  i t s  c o m p o n e n t  p a r t ,  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n .  Now t h a t  t h e  

o v e r t  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  P a l a c e  and  t h e  P o r t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s  was  o v e r ,  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  r e f o r m  was  t o  b e  

marked by t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r m e r  a l l i e s *  
37 

3 6 ~ a n k w a r t  R u s t o w ,  A World  o f  N a t i o n s  - ( ~ a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.: 
T h e  B r o o k i n q s  I n s t i t u t i o n .  1 9 6 . 0 ,  p.112,  . -  . 

37dne a l w a y s  seems t o  r e g r e t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  word * i n e v i t a b l e g  
s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o  o t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  b e  
d r a u ~ n .  T h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  bureaucracy were w e l l  on  t h e i r  Way t o  
becoming  c o n f i r m e d  s e c u l a r i z e r s  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e p u b l i c a n s  o f  a  
s o r t .  They  were s o o n  t o  b e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  s e c u l a r i s m  was  t h e  - 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  West and t h a t  parliamentary 
d e m o c r a c y  was  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r o g r e s s ,  T h e  P a l a c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o u l d  
n e v e r  a f f o r d  t o  a b a n d o n  i t s  I s l a m i c  f o u n d a t i o n *  
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I t  i s  s i q n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t u ~ o  p e r i o d s  o f  r e f o r m  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by h i s t o r i a n s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  n?me o f  t h e  r u l i n g  S u l t a n .  I n  t h c  n e x t  m a j o r  a r a  o f  

r e f o r m ,  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  s u l t a n s  a r e  h a r d l y  m c n t i o n e d  a n d  a r e  

n e v e r  u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n s t e a d  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  known 

a s  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  r o u g h l y  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  ' r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ' .  F o r  

t h e  P u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  T a n z i m a t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  y e a r s  

The  work  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  u n d e r  Nahmud ' s  r e i g n  w a s  now 

r e p l a c e d  by work  o f  F e v e r i s h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  r e f o r m s  i n i t i a t e d  

by t h e  l a t e  S u l t z n  w e r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  many new 

P r o g r a m s  b e g u n .  T h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  o f  t h e  P o r t e ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

b e i n g  2 e s h i d  P a s h a ,  Fuad  p a s h a ,  a n d  A l i  P a s h a ,  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  movement  .I8 T h c  p o l i c y  o f  d e f e n s i v e  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  w a s  r e p l a c e d  by o n o  o f  v i r t u a l  w e s t e r n i z a t i o n ,  

s t i l l  l i m i t e d  by t h e  s u b d u e d  b u t  s t i l l  a c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  

o p p o s i t i o n  and  t h e  a b s o l u t i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  c h i e f  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  

T h e  k e y n o t e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  movcment  was s t i l l  p o w e r ,  t h e  power  

c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  

T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  P a l a c e  t o  

P o r t e .  itlahrnudl s s u c c ~ ! s s o r ,  A b d u l  N e  j i d ,  was a r e l a t i v e l y  y o u n g  

man ulhen h e  carne t o  t h e  t h r o n e  a n d  was  n i e t h e r  a s  a b l e  n o r  a s  - - - - 
3 R ~ h c s o  t h r c c  mcn d o r n i n a t c d  m o s t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  b e t w e e n  

1039  a n d  A l i a s  dc!dth i n  ' l C 7 l .  R c s h i d  w a s  t h ~  f i r s t  q r c a t  m i n i s t e r  
o f  t h e  T a n z i r n : ; t ,  b o i n q  l z r q e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  new 
s e r i e s  o f  r e f o r m s  i n  1 8 3 9 ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  w a r e  t h e  r e a l  
po lue r s  o f  t h e  l a s t  ~ I N O  d c c a d e s  o f  t h c  p e r i o d .  



i n t e r e s t e d  i n  q o v e r n m e n t  a s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  The  q u a l i t y  0 7  

t h e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  and  t h e i r  f e l l o w  b u r e a u c r a t s  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e 3 .  N o s t  o f  t h e m  h a d  

come u o  t h r o u g h  t h e  new b u r e a u c r a c y ,  many knew a E u r o p e a n  

l a n g u a g c  and  had s p e n t  t ime i n  t h e  W e s t ,  and  were t h e r e f o r e  

more  a w a r e  of' t h o  p r o b l e m 3  i n v o l v e d  i n  r e f o r m  a n d  more  s u r e  o f  

t h e  m e t h o d a  and  q o l u t i o n q .  A s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e q e  f a c t o r s  was 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were s i m p l y  more  o f  t hem.  Sosides t h i s ,  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  h a d  become much m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  

i n v o l v i n q  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t 3  o f  money ,  c o n s t a n t  d e a l i n q s  w i t h  

E u r o p e a n s  a n d  a g r e a t e r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  West t h a n  a  S u l t a ~  c o u l d  

b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e .  T h e  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  p e r i o d  were m o r e  

a a 9 i l y  h a n d l e d  by t h e  P o r t e  t h a n  b y  t h e  P a l a c e  a n d  Abdu l  M e j i d  

d i d  n o t  o p p o s e  t h e  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  by h i s  m i n i s t e r s  b u t  

q u i c k l y  became  r e c o n c i l c d  t o  a r e l a t i v e l y  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  r o l e .  

T h e  a c t u a l  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  w e r e  9 0  n u m e r o u s  a n d  s o  

v a r i e d  t h a t  t h i q  3 t u d y  c a n n o t  e v e n  b e q i n  t o  c o n s i d e r  them a l l  

and w i l l  t h e r e f o r ?  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t h o s e  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  c r r o v i n c i a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s t a t u a  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n o r i t i ? ~ .  I t  

Ua9 r e f o r m *  i n  t h e s e  t w o  a r e a s  t h a t  was  t o  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

i m p a c t  u p o n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h e  sy9 te rn  o f  p r n v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i n n  was i q  a s t a t e  O F  

f l u x  r e s u l t i n q  f r o m  mahmud's d e 3 t r u c t i o n  o f  t h -  - a y a n  a n d  

d a r e b e y s  w i t h  n o  F i r m  i d e a  o f  a s u b s t i t u t e .  T h e  a u t n o r i t y  o f  

t h e  v a l i s  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d e c r e a s e d  a s  t h e  P o r t e  v a c i l l d t e d  

b e t w e e n  g i v i n g  t h e m  e n o u g h  l a t i t u d e  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  g o v e r n  o r  



r e s t r i c t e d  t h c r ; ;  t o  2 s s u r e  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l .  I n  t h o  1 8 4 0 ' s  t h e  

v a l i  was u n d c r  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l ,  w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  -- 

o f f i c i a l s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  P o r t e  a n d  a  p r o v i n c i a l  c o u n c i l  

( m a j l i s s ) ,  e s t n b l i s h c d  by  R e s h i d  P a s h a ,  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  h i m .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  v a l i  were i n c r e a s e d  some-  - 
w h a t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  

t h e  o v e r l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  a p p r o a c h .  39  

T h e s e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

h a d  l i t t l e  a c t u a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l l y  

p l a g u e d  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n -  

c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  w a s  n o t o r i o u s l y  b a d ,  b o t h  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  

a n d  t h o s e  s e n t  f r o m  c o n s t  a n t i n o p l e .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m o d i t i e s  

were speculated i n  by o f f i c i a l s ,  c a u s i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  p r i c e  

c h a n g e s  a n d  h i a h  p r o f i t s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  w i t h - h o l d i n g  

g r a i n  f r o m  t h e  m a r k e t  t o  d r i v e  u p  p r i c e s  was w i d e s p r o a d .  T a x e s  

b e c a m e  e x c e s s i v e l y  h i g h  d u e  t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  f o r  t a x -  

f a r m s ,  c a u s i n g  h a r d s h i p  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t  a n d  r e v o l t s  by n o m a d i c  

t r i b e s .  T h e  p ~ l i t i c a l  i n t r i g u e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  a n d  

t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  o f  many l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o g l e  made  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h o  -- v:!Li .-.- c o n s t a n t l y  

i n s e c u r e .  T h e  v a l i s  t h e m s e l v e s  were g e n e r a l l y  o f  p o o r  q u a l i t y  

' O ~ e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r o a s e  i n  t h e  number  o f  ' w e s t e r n i z e d '  
b u r e a u c r z t s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  d u r i n q  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  t h e s e  men s e l d o m  
f i l t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  Most  Mere n e ~ d e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  
t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  i n  p a p e r ~ u o r k ,  e t c . ,  c a u s e d  by a  c e n t r a l i z e d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  g e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  h a d  l i t t l e  w i s h  
t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  l i f e  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o r b l e  f o r  t h e  h a r s h  
a n d  i s o l a t e d  l i f e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h o s o  who were s e n t  were 
e i t h e r  n p p o r t u n i s t s  o r  p o t e n t i a l  e x i l e s .  



irn many c a s c s  mcn tuho h a d  h e e n  e x i l e d  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i . n o p l e .  

A 1 1  o f  t h e s e  i l l s  mado i r n p l c m c n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  netu r e f o r m s  

p r o m i s e d  by  t h e  T a n z i m a t  statesmen n o t  o n l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  b ~ ~ t  

i n  many c a s e s  i m p o s s i b l e .  4 1  

T h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  a t t e m p t  t o  ' r a t i o n a l i z e '  p r o v i n c i a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  came  w i t h  t h e  V i l a y e t  R e f o r m  Law o f  1 8 6 4 ,  

w h i c h  w a s  i m p l o r n e n t e d  i n  1 8 6 7 ,  T h e  Law w a s  d r a f t e d  by Fuad 

Pasha a n d  by a n o t h e r  f a m o u s  r e f o r m e r  O F  t h e  T a n z i m a t  who 

a c h i e v e d  h i s  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  s u c c e s s e s  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n ,  M i d h a t  P a s h a .  T h e  o l d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  

e y a l r t s ,  was r c p l a c e d  by a s m a l l e r  a n d  m o r e  c o m p a c t  o n e  c a l l e d  

t h e  v i l a y e t .  Tht .  v i l a y e t ,  o r  p r o v i n c e ,  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  o n  t h e  

F r e n c h  m o d e l  u i t h  s e v c r a l  s i m i l a r  l a y e r s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

d i v i s i o n s .  Below t h e  v i l a y e t  was t h e  s a n d j a k ,  h e a d e d  by  a 

m u t a s a r r i f  -- ( a  v i l a y e t  w o u l d  u s u a l l y  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  

s a n d j a k s ) !  n e x t  w a s  t h e  k a z a ,  h e a d e d  b y  a k a i m a k a m .  T h e s e  - - 
o f f i c i a l s  were a l l  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  P o r t e .  T h e  k a z a s  w e r e  

f u r t h e r  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  c o m m u n e s ,  o r  n a h i y e s ,  w h i c h  were 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  by e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  T h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m  

a n d  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  l a t e r  i n  

t h e  s t u d y .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  h e i r a r c h i c a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

a new s y s t e m  o f  c o u n c i l s  was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s .  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i v e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F i r s t  t h r e e  ----- 
4 1 ~ n o t h e r  f a c t n r  w h i c h  m u s t  bn k e p t  i n  mind  when c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  i s  t h e  v a s t  d i s t a n c e s ,  b o t h  
q e o q r a p h i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l ,  b e t w e e n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  many o f  t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  c e n t e r s .  



l a y e r s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h o  v i l a y e t ,  s a n d j a k ,  a n d  - kaza. 

M e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e s e  c o u n c i l s  i n c l u d e d  c e r t a i n  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  

s u c h  a s  L h e  - k a d i  o r  m u f t i ,  t h e  representative o f  t h e  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  we l l  a s  e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s ,  T h e  c o u n c i l s  w e r e  

p r i m a r i l y  a d v i s o r y  i n  n a t u r e .  T h e y  i n c l u d e d  member s  From a l l  

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

i n t e r ~ s t s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  t o w n .  T h e  e l e c t o r s 1  s y s t e m  f o r  

t h e  N u s l i m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  member s  who w e r e  e l o c t c d  by t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  C o m m u n i t i e s  w a s  d o v i s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  

o f  e a c h  w i t h  t h e  POVJpr t o  d e c i d e  iuho w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t s .  The  e l e c t i o n s  were e x t r e m e l y  i n d i r e c t ,  w i t h  s t r i c t  

p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  v o t i n g  a n d  t h e  l i s t s  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  

b e i n q  p r e p a r e d  by  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  t h e y  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  ~ l a c t i o n j . ~ ~  Some a u t h o r i t i e s  s e e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h i s  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c c s s  a s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  

o f  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  E m p i r n .  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  movement  as a  

w h o l e ,  R o d e r i c  D a v i s o n  a s s e r t s  t h a t :  

" T h e  b a l a , : c e  i t  a t t e m p t e d  b e t w e e n  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  
d e c e n t r a l  i z h t  i o n  -- b e t w e e n  I s t a n b u l  a p p o i n t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  a n d  l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  -- c o u l d  b r e e d  
f r i c t i o n ,  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o r  c o l l u s i o n .  T h e  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  e l e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m  w a s  o f t e n ,  d e p e n d i n g  
on  t h e  l o c a l i t y  a n d  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a t  a n y  
g i v e n  r n o x c n t ,  m o r e  s h a d o m  t h z n  s u b s t a n c e .  i3ut t h e r e  
i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l a w  i t s e l F  was f u n d a m e n t a l  i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  i n  O t t o m a n  
g o v o r n n i e n t  a n d  i n  l i n k i n g  i t  t o  a n  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s ,  
h o w e v e r  i n d i r e c t  



T h e  a c t u a l  o p r 2 r n t i o n  o f  t h e s o  c o u n c i l s  will b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  n 

l a t ~ r  c h a p t e r  i n  t h c  c o n t e x t  o f  o a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h e  V i l a y e t  Heform Law f a i l e d  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a t o r s '  

e x p e c t a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  t w o  v i l a y e t s  i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s  a d r n i n i s t e r c d  

by b l ic fha t  P a s h z ,  t h e  D a n u b e  a n d  Baghdad  v i l a y e t s ,  i t  a c h i e v e d  

s t r i k i n q  s u c c e s s e s ,  b u t  i t s  b r o a d  e f f e c t s  were s l i g h t .  T h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  was n o t  i m p r o v e d  by t h e  l a w ,  money was 

a s  s c a r c e  a s  ever  ( i n  f a c t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number  o f  o f f i c i a l s  

i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  r e q u i r e d  by  t h e  new laiu made  money e v e n  m o r e  

s c a r c e ) ,  a n d  l o c a l  i n t r i g u e  c o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d .  4 4  

T h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  t o w n s  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  power  

o v e r  e v e n t s  d e s p i t e  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  c o n t r o l  by t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  T a n z i m a t .  T h e  u l e m a ,  a r i c h  a n d  l a n d e d  

g r o u p ,  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  p o w e r  t h r o u g h  p r e s t i g e  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  c i t i e s  w e r e  s t i l l  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t  

q u a r t e r s  i u h i c h  d e f i e d  e f f o r t s  by t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  

m o n o p o l i z e  p o i u e r  a n d  t h e  c r a f t  g u i l d s  w e r e  s t i l l  p0WJerfu le  T h e  

u r b a n  n o t a b l e s ,  who c o n t r o l l e d  b o t h  t h e  q u a r t e r  a n d  t h e  g u i l d s ,  

s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  commercial c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  " L h e  n o m a d i c  

t r i b e s  a n d  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  t a x - f a r m i n g  s y s t e m .  B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e  

nelu O t t o m a n  g o v e r n o r s  n e e d e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s .  

T h e y  w e r e  u s u a l l y  s e n t  t o  t h e i r  v i l a y e t s  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  a n d  

were g i v e n  t o t a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  b u d g e t s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  protection, 

w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  t h e m  f r o m  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  POilJer 



Sase .  I n  many c n s e s  t i l e y  w e r e  d i s a f f e c t a d  o f f i c i a l s  who were I 
a q a i n s t  t h o  r e f o r m s  a n d  h a d  been s e n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a s  a  I 
f o r m  o f  p u n i s h l n c r l t .  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  new r e q u l a t i o n s ,  t a x e s ,  I 
d u t i e s ,  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  t e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p e a s a n t ' s  I 

45 
r e l i a n c e  on  t h e  n o t a b l o  f o r  b o t h  a d v i c e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n .  fill I 
of  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  e n s u r e d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  I 
n o t a b l e s  a n d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  T a n z i m a t  r e f o r m e r s  f r o m  a c h i e v i n g  I 
o n e  o f  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  g o a l s ,  t h e  d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  I 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  p e a s a n t .  46 I 

The  p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  we h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g  I 
had  b e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  p o w e r .  T h e  T a n z i m a t  d i d  much t o  I 
fur the^ t h i s  g o a l ,  b u t  i t  h a d  a n o t h e r  g o a l  w h i c h  t h e  w e s t e r n i z e d  I 
r e f o r m e r s  r e g a r d e d  a s  e q u a l l y  i m p o ~ :  t a n t  ; p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  I 
e q u a l i t y  f c r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  T h e  t r e n d  i n  I 

" ' ~ h c  O t t o i i a n  Land  Law o f  ID58 p r o v i d e s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  
this i n c r e a s e d  r e l i a n c e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  on  t h e  n o t a b l e .  T h e  l au~  
was i n t e n d e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  
n o t a b l e  by h a v i n g  t h e  p e a s a n t  c u l t i v a t o r  r e g i s t e r  h i s  l a n d  
h o l d i n g s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  governmcr- ik ,  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
d i r e c t  l i n k .  I n s t e a d  o f  w o r k i n g  o u t  i n  t h i s  way ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s  
i n  m o s t  c a s e s  d i s t r u s t e d  t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h i n k i n g  
t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w a s  a d e v i c p  t o  i n c r e a s e  t a x e s  o r  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  
C o n s c r i p t i o n  l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r 0  h a d  t h e  l o c a l  m o t a b l e  r e g i s t e r  
t h e  l a n d  i n  h i s  name.  T h i s  w a s  e s p e c i . a l l y  t r u e  i n  a r e a s  w h e r z  
t r i b a l  t i e s  w e r e  s t r o n g .  

4 6 ~ h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c o u n c i l s  p r o v i d e  a good  exa in i . l e  o f  how t h e  
n o t a b l ~ s  e x e r c i s e d  i n f l u e n c a  u n d e r  t h e  T a n z i r n a t .  I n  many c a s e s  
t h ~  c o u n c i l  w a s  s i m p l y  a  r u b b e r  s t a m p  o f  a  s t r o n g  v a l i ,  b u t  i n  
most i t  m a n s g c d  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  v a l i .  An o l i g a r c h y  o f  l o c a l  - 
n o t a b l e s  u s u a l l y  ~ o n t r o l l c d  t h e  a d ~ n i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l w y ~ t ,  
sandj31<, a n d  k ? z a .  To  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  n o t a b l e s  a s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  - 
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  protection. T h e  
p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  COlJnCil  ruas n o t  s a l a r i e d  a n d  t h u s  o n l y  t h o s e  who 
were i n d r p c n d r n t l y  w p a l t h y  cr p a i d  by n n o t a b l e  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  
s i t  on t h e  c o u n c i l .  The C h r i s t i a n  member s  w o r e  u s u a l l y  n o  b e t t e r  
t h a n  t h e  r f ~ u s l i r n s ,  b e i n g  n o t a b l e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
s u b j ~ c t  t o  t h n  s amc  p r p s s u r ~ s .  H. D a v i s o n ,  I tc for rn  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  
E p p i r c ,  o p ~ c i t . ,  p .  1 4 1  and  A .  H o u r a n i ,  op.:it.,:-6-2;-- 



g o v o r n m n n t n l  r c b r q : a n i z a t i o n  w a s  away f r o m  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  I s l amic  

c o n c e p t  t h a t  t h o  s t a t u s ,  r i g h t s ,  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

w e r e  r o o t e d  i n  h i s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a r o l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y ,  b e  i t  

i ~ l u s l i r n ,  C h r i s t i a n ,  o r  J e w i s h ,  a n d  t o w a r d  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e c u l a r  

c o n c e p t  t h a t  h i s  s t a t u s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  h i s  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  a n d  f r o m  a l l e g i a n c e s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h a t  

E m p i r e .  4 7  

T h e  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  h a d  a l u a y s  

b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  m i l l e t  s y s t e m ,  a  

m i x t u r e  o f  I s l a m i c  a n d  B y z a n t i n e  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y ,  T h e  m i l l e t  

w a s  "....,a p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  n o n -  

Mus l im  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e  i n t o  c o m m u n i t i e s  p o s s e s s i n g  c e r t a i n  

d e l e g a t e d  p o w e r s ,  u n d e r  t h e i r  own e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h e a d s .  " 4 8  T h o  

P a t r i a r c h  ( o r  R a b b i )  h a d  e x t e n s i v e  p o w e r s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  i n t e r n a l  

millet a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .   is a u t h o r i t y  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  l a w  wzs  p e r s o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  a n d  

t h a t  r e l i g i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  

latu u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e d . 4 9  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  

m i l l o t  s y s t e m  was  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

p o ~ u l a t i o n  a n d  p l a c e  a r e l i g i o u s  h e i r a r c h y  b e t w c c n  i t s  member s  

a n d  t h e  s t a t e . 5 0  T h u s  i t  w a s  a  h i n d r a n c e  t o  c o n t r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  

a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  a i l  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  

new w e s l o r n  i d e a l .  

4 7 ~ b  D a v i n o n ,  i i e f u r m  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m o i r - . ,  .-.-. . o p . c i t . ,  p . 8 .  

4 8 ~ a r n a l  Abu J a b e r ,  " T h e  -- bmij.llct S y s t e m  i n  I ! i n e t e e n t h  C o n t u r y  
O t t o m a n  E m p i r e " ,  T h r  ; . , t ~ r , l i m  L ' o r l d ,  V o l e  5 7 ,  J u l y  1 3 6 7 ,  p . 1 3 .  - - - -  

4 9 ~ ,  D a v i s o n ,  R t ~ f a r n ,  i n  t h e  Ot , toman E m p i r r ,  - o p e c i t e ,  p . 1 3 .  

5 c ' ~ h i s  s y s t e m  was i d r l a l  f o r  a d o c s n t r a l i z o d  s t a t e  w i s h i n g  
i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i s  a p r i m e  e x a m p l e  o f  
o n 0  I s l , ~ ~ ( i i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  t o o  i u e i q h t c d  w i t h  v e s t e d  - 

i n t c r o s t s  t o  c h a n g n  w i t h  c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  



T h o r o  were s e v o r a l  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  T a n z i m o t  r e f o r m e r s  t o  

r e f o r m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  m i l l e t s .  By m e r e l y  r e f o r m i n g  t h e  - m i l l ~ t s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  were g i v i n g  t h e  m i l l c t  p r i n c i p l e  d o  f a c t o  -- 
r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  t h u s  d e f e a t i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  l i m i t i n g  t h e  

powar  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c l e r g y  a n d  t h e r s b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  i n f l u -  

e n c e  o f  t h e  l a y m e n  i n  m i l l e t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  e v e n t u a l l y  

l e d  t o  a n  i n f l u x  o f  m o r e  m o d e r n ,  s e c u l a r  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e a s  

i n t o  t h e  m i l l e t s  a n d  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n - m i n d e d  c l e r g y  w o u l d  h a v e  r e s i s t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  

t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n s  a n d  r e m a i n  t r u e  t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s *  
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T h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  i m p o s e  e q u a l i t y  f r o m  a b o v e  s e l d o m  h a d  t h e  

d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s .  A l a w  w a s  p a s s e d  i n  1 8 5 6  a d m i t t i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  

i n t o  t h e  a r m y ,  b u t  f e e  w a n t e d  t o  j o i n  o r  s e r v e .  The m i 1 i t ~ : r y  

f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  h a d  been d r o p p e d  a s  a n  o b v i o u s  e x a m p l e  o f  

i n e q u a l i t y  b u t  a  new e x e m p t i o n  t a x  h a d  t o  b e  i n s t i t u t e d  b o c a u s e  

o f  C h r i s t i a n  p r e s s u r e .  T h e  new t a x  was o s t e n s i b l y  f o r  a l l  

O t t o m a n s  who  w a n t e d  t o  a v o i d  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  t h e  t a x  w a s  

s o  much h i g h e r  f o r  N u s l i m s  t h a t  o n l y  C h r i s t i a n s  c o u l d  a f f o r d  

5 1 ~ .  D a v i s o n ,  R e f o r m  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E ~ i r s ,  o p . C i t . ,  p.133. 
T h e  F t t o m n n  g o v e r n n l o n t  h a d  c o u n t ~ d  o n  t h e  o f  r i c h  A r m e n i a n  
b a n l f ~ r s  znd b u s i n e s s m e n  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  t a k e  o v e r  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  t h ~  A r m e n i a n  r i ~ i l l e t  a f t e r  i t  r e o r g a n i z e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  g o v e r n -  
m e n t  h e l p ,  a g r o u p  w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o h a b l y  h a v e  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  
t h ~  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  3 u t  a f t e r  a n  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  a l e s s  g o v e r n a b l e  g r o u p  o f  l a y m e n  p m a r g e d  a s  t h e  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h c  r n i l l c t ,  an e v ~ n t  t h e  g o v c r n r n o n t  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t r o l .  



t o  a v a i l  t h o r n s c l v c s  n f  i t  .S2 T h s r e  was a c o n t i n u o u s  u n d c r -  

c u r r e n t  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h a  e q u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l a  among N u s l i l n s  

a n d  among t h o s e  C h r i s t i a n s  who f e l t  t h a t  i t  j o o p n r d i z o d  t h o i r  

s p e c i a l ,  a n d  i n  many c a s c s  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h s  

E m p i r e .  A d e c r e e  by t h c  v a l i  o f  A n k a r a  i v  1 8 6 5  s u m s  u p  i n  - 
many r e s p e c t s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p o l i c y 8  

" I t  i s  commanded by  t h e  r u l i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  a l l  
s u b j e c t s  c e a s e  t o  d e r i d e  o n c  a n o t h e r  a s  i i ioslems a n d  
R a y a h s ,  a s  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  P r a t e s t a n t s ,  s i n c e  a l l  a r e  
e q u a l l y  t h e  d e p e n d a n t  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  G o v e r n -  
m e n t ,  a n d  i t  i s  f u r t h e r  commznded t h a t  m u t u a l l y  
r e s p e c t i n g  a n d  h o n o u r i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a l l  s h a l l  
d w e l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e . " 5 3  

T h e  T a n z i m a t  r e f o r m e r s  s a w  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  c l e a v a g e  b e t u e e n  t h e  p e : , ~ l e  

a n d  t h e  m a i n  o b s t a c l e  t o  n a t i o n a l  p r o y r e s s .  T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  

T a n z i m a t  was  t o  a c c u m u l a t a  p o w e r  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  

a t t r a c t i o n  o f  p o p u l a r  l o y a l t y  f r o m  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c e n t e r s  a n d  

f r o m  t h e  m i l l n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  R e l i g i o u s  l o y a l t y ,  by  b o t h  

C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  f ~ l ~ s l i n i s ,  w a s  s e e n  a s  a c o m p e t i t o r  f o r  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  l o y a l t y  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  were t r y i n g  t o  i n s p i r e .  W h i l e  

t h i s  v i e w  was c e r t a i n l y  t r u e ,  t h e  p r a b l e m  w a s  t o  g o  e v e n  d e e p e r  

t h a n  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  e x p e c t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  I s l a g .  

R e s i d e s  a n a t u r a l  a v e r s i o n  t o  c h a n g e  a n d  a  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a d m i t  

t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o:' t h e  W e s t ,  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  T a n z i r n a t  b y  

C 3 2  
I h i d , ,  p .  9 4 .  i f los t  C h r i s t i a n s  p r e r o r r e d  t o  s t a y  a t  home -- 

while t h e i r  f ~ l u s l i r n  n c i q h S o r s  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  a r m y .  T h i s  e n a b l e d  
t h ~ m  t o  b e t t e r  t h o i r  t r a d e  and buy u p  l a n d  o t h c ~ . w i s e  u n a v a i l -  
a b l e .  

 bid., -- p .  97 .  



K u ~ l i m s  was g c n n r a t ~ d  by t h a  p r n c t i c a l  f a c t  t h a t  t h a  r e f o r m  

m e a n t  c o p y i n g  t h c  ways n f  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n o r i t i e s ,  who were i n  many i n s t a n c e s  

w h e a d  o f  t h e  M u s l i m s  i n  t h e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  i d e a s  a n d  

p a t t e r n s  o ?  l i f e ,  e v e n  i f  o n l y  i n  a s u p e r f i c i a l  way.  P r i d e  i n  

I s l a m  was  a f a c t o r  w i t h  w h i c h  f ew  o f  t h e  T a n z i r n a t  r e f o r m e r s  

were p r e p a r e d  t o  d e a l .  5 4  

T h e  p r i m a r y  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  O t t o m a n  s o c i s t y  d u r i n g  t h e  

T a n z i m a t  p e r i o d  was  b e t w e e n  t h e  r u l e r s  a n d  t h e  r u l e d .  T h e  

m i l l e t  s y s t e m  h a d  a l w a y s  g e n e r a t e d  a  d e g r e e  o f  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  

s o c i e t y  by c o n f u s i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c l a s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  A 

C h r i ~ ~ t i a n  c o u l d  ? . t t a i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w e a l t h  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  

O t t o m a n  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  a non-  

[ C u s l i n  m i l l e t ,  h e  was  d e n i e d  c e r t a i n  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  h i s  c l a s s .  

On t o p  o f  t h i s  a o n f c ~ s i o n  a n d  s o m e t i m e  f r u s t r a t i o n  w a s  p l a c e d  

t h e  d i f f o r c n t i a t j o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  new g o v e r n i n g  e l i t e  a n d  t h e  m a s s  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  a r t i s a n s ,  t o w n s m e n ,  n o t a b l e s ,  

a n d  non- iqus l im  h e i r a r c h y .  T h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  
55 

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h c  T a n z i m a t  Mas i t s  g r e a t e s t  w e a k n e s s .  

" T h e  'Men o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t '  w e r e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h o u g h t  
t h e y  w e r e ,  E u r o p e a n s  i n  s p i r i t ,  d r e s s ,  and  i d c a l .  A S  

- --- --- - 
S 4 ~ b i d . ,  -- p.79. R c s i d c s  p r i d e ,  t h e r e  were o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n  

I s l~ rn  w h i c h  worker :  a g a i n s t  t h e  T a n z i m a t ;  a  s t r o n g  p r e j u d i c e  
a g a i n s t  i n n o v a t i o n  v ~ h i c h  h a d  d c v c l o p a d  s i n c e  m e d i e v a l  t i m e s ,  
t h e  s t r e n q t h  o f  t h ~  ----- s h n r i ' a  w h i c h  w o r k e d  a g a i n s t  l e g a l  r e f o r m ,  
a n d  t h e  u le rna  ujhosc: q 1 ~ 2 l i t , y  h a d  d e c l i n e d  b u t  w h o s e  i n f l u e n c e  
Mas s t i l l  s t r o n a .  

2 

5 5  C l a s s  p o s i t i o n  w:,s n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  O t t o m a n  s o c i c t y  a s  
i t  hcid b c e n  i n  pre-revolutionary o r  c o n t e ~ n p o r a r y  E u r o p e .  T h c r c  
wcrc ~ P U I  r i l i l  j o r  econolrrir: qr i c v o n c s s ,  n o  r i q i d  s o c i : ~ l .  b a r r i e r s ,  
a n d  t h e  u r i d c v c l o p r ~ d  ccononly l i c n i t c d  t h v  o p i ~ o r t u n i t  i e s  f o r  
a c q u i r i n q  :ind spending w n ' l l t h ,  t h u s  p r c v c n t i n q  q l a r i n q  d i s p a r i t i e s  
b e t w r c n  r i c h  a n d  p n o r .  i l .  Lciuis, - o p . c j  - t , ,  p. 5 5 .  



a r n s u l t ,  n o t  o n l y  d i d  t h r y  f a i l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  
c o n s i d e r  t h o  mass o f  O t t o m a n  s u b j e c t s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
t h e i r  d u t i n s ,  b u t  t h e y  l a r g e l y  s c o r n e d  a n d  i g n o r e d  
t h c r n ,  and wt're met w i t h  e q u a l  s c o r n  i n  r e t u r n ,  T h e  
' P ? R ~  o f  t h e  T a n z i r n a t *  f o l t  t h a t  t h e y  a l o n e  h a d  t h e  
e n l i g h t c n r n c n t  a n d  k n o w l e d q e  necessary t o  r e f o r i n  t h e  
O t t o m a n  s y s t e m .  T h e y  f e l t  t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e i r  g o a l s  
w e r e  j u s t i f i e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  
r u l i n q  c l a s s  a n d  a l s o  o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  n e e d  n o t  b e  
c o n s i d c r c d .  As i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  r e f o r m s  s o  much w i t h  
E u r o p o  w h i l e  i g n o r i n g  p o p u l a r  f e e l i n g ,  t h e y  c r e a t c d  
much u n n e c e s s a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  
a l m o s t  d e s t r o y e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s . . . . . . . . "  
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T h e  l a w s  a n d  t o n e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  l e d  t o  t h e  r e - i n v i g o r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  n o n - M u s l i m  m i l l e t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  m a k i n g  t h e m  m o r e  s e l f -  

c o n t a i n e d  a n d  m o r e  c o m m u n i t y  m i n d e d ,  t h u s  l a y i n g  n e c e s s a r y  

g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  T h e  i ~ l u s l i m  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  d i d  n o t  d e v e l o p  a m i l l e t - t y p e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e m s e l v e s  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  

t h ~  s t a t e ,  w h i c h  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a n  I s l a m i c  s t a t e ,  b u t  o n e  w h i c h  

p r o c l a i m e d  e q u a l i t y .  T h u s  t h e  Mus l im  e l e m e n t  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  

m o r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h i s  p o l i t i c : ? l  m a c h i n e ,  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w h i c h  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  f i r s t  i n  t h e  Young O t t o m a n  movement  a n d  

f i n a l l y  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  t i a m i d i a n  r e g i m e .  57 

PART I U  

i A h i l e  m o s t  h i s t o r i a n s  e x t e n d  t h e  T a n z i m a t  r e f o r m  p e r i o d  

t o  1876 a n d  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h i s  

s t u d y  w i l l  t r e a t  t h e  y e a r s  1071-6 a s  a s e p a r a t e  p e r i o d .  T h e  
-_c - - 



d e a t h  of t h e  Grrtnd V i z i c r  A l i  Pasha i n  1 0 7 1 ,  t h o  l a s t  o f  t h e  

g r e a t  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h o  T a n z i r n a t ,  e n d e d  t h e  e r a  o f  t h e  

d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h r  P o r t e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g o v a r n m e n t .  

T ~ F  S u l t a n ,  A b d u l a z i z ,  was a b l e  t o  g r a d u a l l y  r a a s s e r t  t h e  

power  o f  t h e  P a l a c e ,  a  t r e n d  w h i c h  was  t o  c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h o  

H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d .  

T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  ( 1 8 7 1 - 6 )  w i l l  b e  m o r e  

c o m p l i c a t e d  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  o n e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  examining n o t  o n l y  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  d e s p o t i s m  u n d e r  

A b d u l a z i z ,  b u t  a l s o  t h o  Young O t t o m a n  movemen t ,  w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e d  

d u r i n q  t h e  T a n z i c n a t  a n d  r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h  i n  1 8 7 6 .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 f s ,  t h e  m a i n  c o n f l i c t  among t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  

r e f o r m  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  a n d  among o f f i c i a l s  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  

g e n e r a l ,  ads  n o t  o v e r  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  a c c e p t  t h c  r e f o r m s  o f  

t h e  i f i e s t e r n i z e r s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  a u t o c r a t i c  

Power o f  t h e  s t a t e  w h i c h  w a s  a i d e d  b y  t h e s e  r e f o r m s .  T h e  g r o u p  

m o s t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  ' l i b e r a l '  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t e a d y  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  POUJEr o f  t h e  c a n t r a f  g o v e r n m e n t  was  t h e  Young 

O t t o m a n s .  T h e y  were a l o o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  g r o u p  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

b u r e a u c r a t s  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who h a d  common a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h r  E m p i r o  i n  t h e  r n i d - 1 8 6 0 ' s . ~ ~  s o s t  o f  t h e s e  

men ( i n i t i a l l y  a g r o u p  o f  s i x  i n  1 8 6 5  a n d  n e v e r  a l a r g e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n )  h a d  come u p  t h r o u g h  t h e  O t t o m a n  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  

m a i n l y  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  b u r e s u ,  t h u s  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  



imbued  w i t h  w o s t c r n  i d e a s ,  much a s  t h c  e n r l i ~ r  r a f o r m c r s ,  b u t  

were a l s o  u n d r r  t h o  S n f l u c n c ~  o f  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

a n d  ~ c o n n m i c  m a n i f r > s t n t i o n s  oT t h o  Nest i n  t h e  E m p i r e  w h i c h  

r e s u l t e d  i n  a k i n d  o f  O t t o m a n  a n d  I s l a m i c  p a t r i o t i s m ,  T h e i r  

a n g e r  w a s  p a r t l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  Fuad  a n d  A l i  P a s h a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  l a t t e r ,  a s  t h e  a r c h t y p e s  o f  t h e  t y r a n n i c a l ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  

b u r e a u c r a c y  w h i c h  t h e y  b l a m e d  f o r  many o f  t h e  i l l s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  g r o w i n g  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  M u s l i m  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  E v e n  m o r e  t h a n  t h i s ,  t h e i r  a n g e r  was d i r e c t e d  t o ~ u a r d  

t h e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  E u r o p e a n  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h o  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  t h e  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  O t t o m a n  s t r e n g t h .  

I t  was  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  ~ h i c h  g a v e  t h e  

Young O t t o m a n ' s  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e .  T h e y  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h o  v e r y  t y p e  o f  men t h e  T a n z i m a t  h a d  b e o n  

t r y i n g  t o  c u l t i v a t e ,  t h o u q h  a l i t t l e  t o o  i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r  t h e  

h i g h e r  b u r e a u c r a t s  o f  t h e  P o r t e .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  b u r e a u -  

c r a c y  w a s  a l s o  a u ~ e a k n e s s  f o r  t h e  Young O t t o m a n s  i n  t h a t  it made 

t h e m  m o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  c o - o p t i o n  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  ~ h i l e  t h e y  

h a d  many i d e a s  a b o u t  how g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  a n d  

d i u a g r e e d  i n  v e r y  f u n d a m e n t a l  w a y s  w i t h  t h e  t r e n d  o f  O t t o m a n  

q o v r r n m e n t ,  one  o f  t h e i r  b i g g e s t  c o m p l a i n t s  was l a c k  o f  o p p o r -  

t u n i t y  f o r  advancement t o  t h e  h i g h e r  e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h c  t j ; i n i d i a n  p e r i o d  some  o f  t h e s e  men l i v e d  i n  

e x i l c ,  u n a b l e  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r a j c c t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  l i b e r a l i s m ,  b u t  

many o t h e r s  wcro  a b s o r b o d  i n t o  t h e  systems 



T h e  Young O t t o m a n s '  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  i l l s  o f  t h e  E .mpi re  

i n v o l v e d  p o p u l a r  s o v e r e i ~ n t y ,  r e D r e s e n t a t i v ~  q o v e r n m e n t ,  and  

some f o r m  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n a r c h y .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body  was  

t o  be  t h e i r  b r a k e  on  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  a u t h o r i t y . 5 9  T n i s  was t h e  

p r i m e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  e x a m p l e ,  b u t  

t h e i r  m o t i v e s  w e r e  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h a n  t h e  s i m p l e  d e s i r e  t o  

i m i t a t e .  T h e y  tuere  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  o n i y  b y  a d o p t i n g  t h e  ' l i b e r a l ' ,  

e s s e n t i a l l y  Uest E u r o p e a n  a o p r o a c h  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  s u r v i v e ,  and  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h a t  E m p i r e  was  

t h e i r  o v e r r i d i n g  c o n c e r n .  T h e i r  p a t r i o t i s m ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

w h i c h  t h e y  may h a v e  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n  

p a t r i o t i s m  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  w a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  

T h e y  were a l l  M u s l i m s  a n d  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t  e g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n i n e p t  

e c h o e d  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h e  N u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e i r  p a t r i o t i s m  

was  f i r e d  by a  p r i d e  i n  C t t o m a n  h i s t o r y ,  a  p r i d e  i n  O t t o m a n  

r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a n c e ,  and a p r i d e  i n  I s lam a s  t h e  o n e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n .  6 0  

T h i s  ' l i b e r a l  r e a c t i o n '  was  t h u s  i n  a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e  a t r a d i -  

t i o p a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  s e c u l a r i s m  and  e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i m p e r i a l i s m .  

W h i l e  t h e  Young O t t o m a n s  w e r e  a g i t a t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  t y p e  o f  

c h a n g e  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  a t  a t  t h s  sdme t ime 

s i m i l a r  m o v e m ~ n t  was  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  P a l a c e .  T n e  y e a r  1371  

Was a n  i m p o r t a n t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  C t t o m a n  r ~ f o r m  movement 
a 

b e c a u s e  o f  b o t h  t n e  d e a t h  o f  A l i  P a s h a  and  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  F r a n c e  

 bid., p ,  2 2 3 .  
6 0- T h e  c h i e f  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  t h e  Young O t t o m a n s ,  i ' a m i k  Kemal ,  

w a s  a n  a d v o c a t e  o f  P a n - I s l a m i s m ,  t h o u g h  i n  a  c u l t u r a l  r a t n e r  
t h a n  a  p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e .  The Younc G t t o m a n s  f o l l o w e d  e v e n t s  i n  
C e n t r a l  A s i a  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  were a c t i v e  i n  s p r e a d i n g  I s l a m i c  
p r o p a g a n d a ,  b o o k s ,  e t c , ,  a l l  o v e r  t h e  E m p i r e .  3 .  L e w i s ,  o p . c i : . ,  
p .  335. S e e  j h e r i f  M a r d i n ,  -- o p . c ~ t .  f o r  c o m p l e t e  d e t a i l s .  



by I l r u s s i  7 .  T h e  l a t t e r  e v c n t  Luas a p s y c h o l o g i c a 1  b l o w  t o  t h e  

w c s t o r n i z r d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t s  who h a d  e n g i n e e r e d  

t h e  T n n z i m a t  r e f o r m s  a n d  who h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  g o \ l ~ r n m e n t  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  T h o  d e f e a t  o f  F r a n c e ,  

a l w a y s  r c g a r d c d  a s  t h ~  e x a m p l e  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  w e s t e r n  

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  by a p o w e r  r e l a t i v e l y  unknown t o  t h e  O t t o m a n s  

l e d  many i n  t h e  E m p i r e  t o  d o u b t  t h o  v e r y  b a s i s  o f  many o f  t h e  

r e f o r m s  u n d e r t a k e n  s i n c e  1839.  A mood o f  r e a c t i o n  s e t  i n  a t  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l c ,  w i t h  many C h r i s t i a n s  b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  G o v e r n -  

ment  p o s t s  a n d  g r e a t e r  s t ress  b e i n g  l a i d  o n  t h e  l s l a m i c  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n e e d  f o r  I s l a m i c  u n i t y .  

" U n d e r  A b d u l  R z i z  t h e  d o c t r i n e  was m o r e  a c t i v e l y  
a d v a n c e d  t h a t  t h e  O t t o m a n  S u l t a n  w a s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
h e a d  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  b u t  a l s o  t h o  C a l i p h  o f  
a l l  F . u s l i m s  a n d  t h e  h e i r ,  i n  a s e n s e  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  
a c c e p t e d ,  o f  t h e  C a l i p h s  o f  e a r l y  

T h e r e  were many r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  p a n - I s l a m i c  

s e n t i m e n t  a f t e r  1 9 7 1 ,  i n d e e d  i t  may h a v e  b e e n  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  

P r o c e s s  o f  r e f o r m  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .  T h e  i n c r e a s e d  

h o s t i l i t y  t o w a r d  t h e  a e s t ,  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  c h a o t i c  f i n a n c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  w a s  b l a m c d  o n  w e s t e r n  i n t e r -  

f e r e n c e  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  was t h e  p r i m a r y  c a u s o  f o r  i t s  e m e r g e n c e  

i n  1871. 

A s  a n  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  p a n - I s l a m i c  r e a c t i o n ,  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  

V u s l i r n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  p l a c c s  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  b e y o n d  O t t o m a n  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  r c v i v ~ d  q r e z t l y .  W i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  t h e r e  wss a 

t r e n i e n t l (  u s  i ~ p s u r q e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  M u s l i m s  i n  

G I-'-- 
-- - 

0 .  L e w i s ,  --- o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 3 1 ,  



Ccn t r a l  A s i n ,  t : s p e c i : ~ l l y  T u r l t e s t a n ,  ~ u h o  wcrc c o m i n q  u n d ~ r  

i n t r n s e  p r ~ s y u r c  frnrn R u s s i a n  i m p c ! r i z l i s m .  E m i s s a r i e s  f r o m  t h o  

I < h r ; . ~ a t e s  cnme t o  C o n s t : \ n t i n o p l e  soaking a i d  and  were c n t h u s i a s -  

t i c . . - f - l l y  received, t h o u g h  l i t t l e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a i d  w a s  g i v e n .  Much 

o f  t h e  p a n - I s l a m i c  s e n t i m e n t  was  m a n u f a c t u r e d  o u t s i d e  t h o  

E m p i r e ,  by  A r a b s  i n  T u n i s i a  iuho w e r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h s  F r e n c h ,  

by I n d i a n s  who w a n t e d  a  j i h z d  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  a n d  b y  

I n d o n e s i a n s  who w e r e  f i g h t i n g  t h e  D u t c h .  T h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

w a s  a b l e  t o  u s e  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  I s l a m i c  u n i t y  n o t  

o n l y  i n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  h o l d i n g  t h e  E m p i r e  

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  s e p a r a t i s t  p r e s s u r e s  f r o m  a r e a s  s u c h  

a s  E g y p t .  T h e  O t t o m a n  n e w s p a p e r  B a s i r e t ,  r e p u t e d l y  t h e  m o s t  

p o p u l a r  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  w e n t  s o  f a r  a s  t o  c a l l  f o r  a war  

a g a l i ~ s t  C h i n a  i n  1 8 7 3  b e c z u s e  o f  a l l e g e d  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  i i i u s l ims .  
62 

l i t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A l l  Pasha  t h e  P a l a c e  czme i n t o  i t s  own 

one% a g a i n  a s  t h e  r e a l  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h e  o f f i c i a l s  a t  

t h e  F o r t e ,  n o n e  o f  whom h a d  b e e n  t r a i n e d  o r  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f i l l  

Ali's p l a c e ,  a l l  c o m p e t e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  f a v o r s  f r o m  t h e  

S u l t a n .  A b d u l a z i z  h a d  n o  t r o u b l e  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  new s i t u b t i o n ,  

a s  h o  h a d  c h a f e d  u n d e r  A l i ' s  c o n t r o l  s i n c e  h i s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  

t h r c n e  i n  1 8 G 1 ,  ~ o w e v e r ,  h e  s o o n  s h o w e d  h i m s e l f  t o  s u f f e r  f r o m  

p e r i o d i c  f i t s  o f  i n s a n i t y ,  s p e n t  money i l ~ i l d l y ,  and w i t h  t h e  

c o o o n r a t i o n  o f  hi : :  f a v o r i t e  m i n i s t e r ,  Mahmud Kcdim P a s h a ,  b e g a n  

t o  a t t e m p t  t o  u n d o  many o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  r e f o r m s .  O f f i c i a l s ,  b o t h  

-- -- A, 
- -  
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p r c l v i n c i a l  a n d  c e n t r a l ,  w o r e  j u g g l e d  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  a n d  

e r r a t i c a l l y  t h a t  n o n e  h a d  e v e n  a s e m b l a n c e  o f  s e c u r i t y ,  T h e  

v i l a y c t  s y s t e m  ~ u a s  t a m p e r e d  w i t h ,  s m a l l e r  u n i t s  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  

by blahmud Wedim, t h u s  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  potential i n d e p e n d e n c e  

f r o m  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r f i m e n t  .63 

" I n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s . . . . , t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  
p o s e r s  o f  t h e  v a l i s  was g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  -- 
t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  w a s  
a l a r m e d  by g r o w i n g  c e n t r i f u g a l  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  
v i l a y e t s .  T h e  G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  Kahmud Ned im,  w a s  t h e  
f i r s t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  p o l u e r s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  v a l i s  
b y  t h e  V i l a y e t  s y s t e m  o f  1 8 6 4 ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d e d  
a n d  d e t a i l e d  by  t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  1 a 7 1 .  T o  h i m ,  t h o s e  
v a l i s  who,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  M i d h a t ,  were 
m a t i n g  t h e i r  p r o v i n c i a l  governments f o r  c a r r y i n g  
o u t  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  ( r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  o ?  n e ~ g s p a p e r s ,  
e t c . )  w e r e  b e c o m i n g  ' q u a s i - i n d e p e n d e n t  v a s s a l  p r i n c e s '  
s e t t i n g  u p  ' l i t t l e  a b s o l u t e  s t a t e s ' .  H P  f o u n d ,  t h c r e -  
f o r e ,  many w a y s  t o  limit t h e i r  p o w e r . "  64  

Kahmud p J e d i r n l s  m a i n  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w e r e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  

i n  t h e  nurii!.~er o f  o f f i c i a l s  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t *  

S e s i d e s  t h e  - v a l i ,  - m u t e s a r r i f ,  a n d  -- k a i m a k o m ,  t h e  d e f t c r d a r ,  t h e  

h e z d s  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o u r t s ,  t h e  commander  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  

z a p t i e h s  w e r e  c ach  a p p n i n t e d  by t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  i c i n i s t r y  i n  

C ~ n ~ t a n t i n o ~ l e .  T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  h a d  a 

d i r e c t  channel t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  c o u l d  b e  e f f e c t i v e l y  

C o n t r o l l r d  by n i e t h e r  t h e  - v a l i  n o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

l i l a t e r i a l  a n d  oconon l i c  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  E r n p i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  

---- -- - - .- - - 7 
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6 4 ~ .  S h a r n i r ,  " T h e  l ; , ( , d r r n i z a t i o n  o f  S y r i a :  P r o b l e m s  a n d  
S o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  E a r l y  P e r i o d  o f  4 b d u l h a i n i d " ,  P o l k  a n d  



t h a t  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  c h d n y e  o f  mood was n o t  s o l e l y  

i n t ~ l l c c t u a l  c h ~ n g e  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  struggles o f  v a r i o u s  

power  g r o u p s .  T h e  g r o w i n g  l a c k  o f  c o r ~ r i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n  t h e i r  g o v e r n r n c n t ,  w n i c h  w a s  o n e  o f  t h ~  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

T a n z i m a t  p e r i o d ,  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  u ~ i t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

d i s a s t e r  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  1 3 7 2  a n d  1 8 7 5 ,  I n  1 8 7 2 ,  c e n t r a l  

A n a t o l i a  s u f f e r e d  o n e  o f  i t s  w o r s t  d r o u g h t s ,  p r o d u c i n g  a  f a m i n e  

t h a t  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  a n d  a f f e c t e d  C o n s t a n t i n o p l c  

a s  w e l l ,  T h c  f o l l o w i n g  w i n t e r  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r s t  i n  memory,  

p r o d u c i n g  e x t r e m e  h a r d s h i p  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n .  A bad  

h a r v e s t  f o l l o w e d  i n  1873,  m a k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  many p a r t s  o f  

A n s t n l i a  v i r t u a l l y  u n b e a r a b l e .  E a r t h q u a k e s  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  

K h a r p u t  compounded  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  V i l l a g e s  were a b a n d o n e d  

a n d  r e f u g e e s  f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  l a r g e  t o w n s .  T h e  h a r v e s t  

o f  1 8 7 4  was  a g a i n  a f a i l u r e  a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  O a l k d n  

r e v o l t s  i n  1 8 7 5  i n c r e a s e d  d i s c o n t e n t  s i n c e  many o f  t h e  b lu s l im  

p e a s a n t s  i n  A n a t o l i a  were f o r c e d  i n t o  t h e  a r m y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

u p r i s i n g s ,  E v e n  i n t o  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 7 6  many p a r t s  o f  A n a t o l i a  

were f i l l e d  w i t h  h o m e l e s s  a n d  s t a r v i n g  p e o p l e  who h a d  a b a n d o n e d  

t h e i r  l a n d s .  T h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t e n d e n c y  a c t i v e  among t h e  r4us l im  

p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  made i t  u n l i k o l y  t h a t  t h e y  u o u l d  p r e c i p i t a t e  

a  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  i t  was  a l s o  u n l i k e l y  t h e y  

w o u l d  o b j e c t  t o o  v o c i f e r o u s l y  t o  i t s  d e m i s e ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  1 8 7 5  t h e  O t t o m a n  

g o v e r n r ~ l ~ n t  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  p a r t i a l l y  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  O t t o m a n  



d e b t ,  d u ~  t o  t h c  v i r t u a l  b : - n k r u p t c y  o f  t h e  finances. T h i s  n o t  

s t u d y ,  i t ;  h u r t  many w e a l t h y  T u r k s  a n d  A r m ~ n i a n s  who h a d  

p u r c h a s e d  O t t o m a n  b o n d s .  

T h e  c o 1 n b i n r ; t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  u n r e s t  a n d  t h e  d i . s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

o f  many w e a l t h y  O t t o m a n s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  

Young O t t o m a n  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  c h a n g e ,  was a p o t e n t  g r o u p  f o r  t h o  

weak g a v e r n m c n t  O F  A b d u l a z i z  t o  f a c e .  T h e  Young O t t o m a n s  t o o k  

t h e  l ead  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  w i t h  Namik  Kemal a s  t h e  c h i e f  i d e o l g u e  

a n d  C l i d h a t  P a s h a ,  who h a d  t i e s  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  T a n z i r n a t  a n d  t h e  

Younq O t t o m a n s ,  a s  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r .  T h e  c a l l  f o r  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

was  notu t a k e n  u p  b y  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  who w e r e  

d i s s a t i : > f i e d  w i t h  t h o  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e x c e p t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s ,  who w e r e  j u s t  e m e r g i n g  From t h e  f o r c e d  s i l e n c o  

o f  t h e  T a n z i m z t .  

T h e  w r i t i n g s  (.I? Namik Kernal a n d  o t h e r  Young O t t o m a n s  h a d  

l o n g  u r g e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

a p a r l i a m e n t  a s  necessary f o r  f u r t h e r  r e F o r m  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  

T h e s e  i d e a s  w e r e  g a i n i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  a g r e a t  many o f  t h e  

b u r e a u c r a t s  i n  t h e  P o r t e  who w e r e  u n h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  r e v e r s i o n  t o  

a u t o c r a t i c  r u l e .  T h e  i d e a  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was n o t  s e e n  a s  

s i m p l y  a n o t h e r  imitation o f  t h e  W e s t ,  b u t  a s  f c ~ l l y  c o m p a t i b l e  

w i t h  I s l a m ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  c o n s u l t  a t i o n  p o p u l a r  

i n  ~ a r l y  ~ s l a r n . ~ ~  A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h o  p o p u 1 a r i t . y  o f  t h e  

c o n s t i t u t . . i o n n l  i d o a  arnoncj t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  was  t h a t  t h c y  saw i t  
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a s  a m e a n s  o f  s t a v i n g  o f f  w e s t e r n  p r e s s u r o  Fo r  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  

E m p i r o e  T h e  Potur-rs were n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  e n t h u s i r t s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  

i d e a  OF a c o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  p a r l i a m e n t  f o r  t h e  E m p i r e ,  f e e l i n g  

i t  was n o t  p r e p s r e d  f o r  s u c h  ' a d v a n c e d '  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u t  t h a  

b u r e a u c r a t s  satu t h e m  a s  a m e a n s  o f  g u a r a n t . e e i n g  t h e i r  p r e d o m i n -  

a n c e  i n  t h e  g o v e r n n e n t  a n d  a t  t h e  s ame  t i m e  s h o w i n g  E u r o p e  t h e  

66  E m p i r e  was  i n d e c d  r e f o r m e d .  

T h e  b a n k r u p t c y  o f  1 8 7 5 ,  t h e  a a l k a n  r e v o l t s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

R u l g a r i a n  m a s s a c r e s ,  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  F r a n c e  s i n c e  1 8 7 1 ,  a n d  t e  

o p e n  h o s t i l i t y  o f  3 r i t a i n  and  R u s s i a  made t h ~  E m p i r e  p a r t i c u -  

l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  v ~ e s t e r n  p r o s s u r e  a t  t h i s  t ime .  T h e r e  was 

i n c r e a s i n g  t a l k  zmong w c s t c r n  s t a t e s m e n  a b o u t  t h e  ' E a s t e r n  

C u e s t i o n '  a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  

among the P o w e r s .  X i d h a t  h o p e d  a ' l i b e r a l '  r e g i m e  iuould f o r e -  

s t a l l  a n y  w e s t e r n  intervention i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f P a i r s  o r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o ?  t h e  E m p i r e ,  T h e s e  were by n o  m e a n s  h i i d h a t ' s  

o n l y  m o t i v a t i o n s  f o r  b e i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t ,  He a l s o  s aw  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c u r b i n g  t h e  p o w e r s  OF  t h e  S u l t a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

h i s  s p e n d i n 5  p o g ~ e r s ,  a n d  o f  r e a s s e r t i n g  t h e  P o r t e  o v e r  t h e  

P a l a c e .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  w a n t e d  t o  g o  f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  s i n c e  t h ?  

e s t a b l i s h r e n t  o f  a p a r l i a m e n t  w o u l d  a c t  a s  a c h e c k  on  b o t h  t h e  

P a l a c e  a n d  t h e  P o r t c .  67 

6 G ~ o r  more  d c t o j l s  on  t h a  B r i t i s h  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  P a r l i a -  
m e n t a r y  r u l e ,  s e e  H .1.! . V .  T e m p e r l e y ,  " B r i t i s h  P o l i c y  t o w a r d s  
P ~ r l . i a m e n t r - : r y  i :u l t?  2nd C o n s t  i t u t i o n a l . i s r n  i n  T u r k e y  ( ' 1 8 3 0 - l i ~ ~ 4 ) "  , 
Cc.irnbri*t~istorical . j o u r n a l  I V ,  1 9 3 2 - 3 4 ,  --- - --- 

; ? ~ ! f ~ ~ i i i  i n  t h e  O t to tnan  E m p i r e ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 3 6 2 .  6 7 ~  . D o v i s o n ,  
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The y e a r  1 8 7 6  h a s  a p t l y  b o e n  c a l . l e d  t h e  'Year o f  t h e  T h r e e  

S u l t n n s '  .6a F i d h . ~ t  a n d  o t h e r s  a l l i e d  w i t h  t h o  Young O t t o m a n s  

uisrc a b l e  t o  c n g i n e o r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  S u l t a n  R b d u l a z i z  

t h r o u g h  t h e  g o a d  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  s h o i k h  u l - I s l a m  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  -- 
Murad V i n  h i s  p l a c e ,  a y o u n g  man who uJas e v i d e n t l y  v e r y  much 

i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i d e a .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was  a 

c o u p  f r o m  t h e  t o p  a n d  w h i l e  i t  may h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  o f  by t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  h a n d  i n  c a r r y i n g  i t  o u t ,  K u r a d  

q u i c k l y  p r o v e d  t o  b e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  Kl idha t  ' s  p u r p o s e s ,  

b e c o m i n g  s o m e i c h a t  d e r a n g e d  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  a c c e s s i o n  a n d  t h u s  

i n  A u g u s t  1876,  h e  t o o  w a s  d e p o s e d  by M i d h a t  a n d  h i s  y o u n g e r  

b r o t h e r  A b d ~ ~ l h z m i d  made  S u l t a n .  An a r r a n g e m e n t  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  

b e e n  m a d e  a h e z d  o f  t ime b e t w e e n  N i d h a t  a n d  A b d u l h a m i d  c o n c e r n i n g  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  f o r m e r  w a s  s o o n  t o  b e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  

A s  s o o n  a s  h e  was f i r m l y  i n  p o w e r ,  A b d u l h a m i d  b e g a n  t o  a l t e r  

t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  M i d h a t ' s  e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  1576 w a s  n o t  t h e  l i m i t  o n  d e s p o t i s m  t h e  Young O t t o m a n s  h a d  

e x p e c t e d .  

" D u r i n g  t h o  p r e l i m i n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  h e  ( A b d u l  t i a m i d )  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  t r a p p i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s  ~ u i t h  t h t z i r  
own i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  a n d  g o a d e d  t h e  Wus l im  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  
i n t o  v i g o r o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h o m , . , . . . W i t h - h o l d i n g  h i s  
t r u m p  c a r d  u n t i l  t h e y  h a d  t h o r o u g h l y  c o m m i t t e d  t h e m -  
s e l v e s ,  A b d u l  H a m i d  a c h i e v e d  a t  z e r o  h o u r  t h e  s o r t  o f  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  w h i c h  h e  c o u l d  h a p p i l y  p u t  h i s  s i g n a t u r e ,  
T h c  i d e o l a g i c n l  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  c o m p r o m i s i n g  h a s t e  o f  t h e  
c o n s i ; i t u t i o n a l i s t s  p r o d u c e d  a d o c u m e n t  w h o s e  d o m i n a n t  
n o t e  w a s  not t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p e o p l e ,  
b u t  t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  a n d  
s a c r e d n e s s  o f  t h e  k h a l i f a ,  I t  w a s  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  was 
t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  l e g a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e  l o n g  e r a  o f  ~ a r n i d i a n i s m . " ~ ~  



F o l l o v ~ i n q  c l o n e  on  t h e  d e c l u r i i t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

a n d  t h ~  m c e t i n g  oP  t h c  f i r s t  O t t o m a n  p a r l i i l r n ~ n t  was t h e  i l u s s o -  

T u r k i s h  !dar  O F  1878-9 w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  d e f e a t  

o f  t h e  O t t u m a n s ,  Tho C o n s t i t u t ; i o n  tuas s o c n  f o r g o t t a n ,  t h e  

p a r l i a m e n t  d i s m i s s e d ,  n o t  t o  b c  r E 1 c c l l l e d  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  z n d  

t h e  l a s t  v e s t i g e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  ' l i b e r a l '  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E r n p i r c  d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e  R u s s i a n s  i m p o s e d  a h a r s h  p e a c e  

on  t h e  O t t o m a n s  a t  Sari S t e f a n o ,  w h i c h  s p r v e d  t o  a w a k e n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  t o  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  R u s s i a n  hegemony i n  t h e  N e a r  E a s t  a n d  

B a l k a n s .  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  C n n g r e s s  o f  a e r l i n  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  s o o t h e  

t h e  b l o w  on t h e  O t t o m a n s ,  t h o u g h  i t  and  t h e  C y p r u s  C o n v e n t i o n  

made  t h e  % e s t e r n  P o w c r s  h a p p i e r .  T h o  Youncj O t t o m a n s  e i t h e r  

came  o v c r  t o  A b d u l h a m i d  and j o i n e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  w e r e  

e x i l e d .  r ~ l i d h a t  h i m s e l f  iuas g r a d u a l l y  e a s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

s e n t  i n t o  e x i l e  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  k i l l e d .  H e  h a d  d e p o s e d  t o o  many 

S u l t a n s  f o r  A b d u l h a m i d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t o l e r a t e  h i m .  

T h e  c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  now o n  t h e  s t a g e .  

B u t  h e  was  n o t  y e t  t h e  ' r e d  S u l t a n '  o r  t h e  " e v i l  n i g h t m a r e  

b r o o d i n q  o v e r  E u r o p e ,  u 7 0  t h a t  l a t e r  w r i t e r s  w e r e  t o  d e c r y .  I n  

f a c t ,  h e  a p p e a r e d  t o  many,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S r i t i s h  A m b a s s a d o r  

S i r  H e n r y  L a y a r d ,  a s  a r e a s o n a b l e  man f r o m  whom t h e  P o w e r s  

c o u l d  e x p e c t  c o o p e r a t i o n .  H E  h a d  c o o p e r a t e d  o n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

a t  l e a s t  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  t h o u g h  he h a d  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  

p a r l i a m e n t ,  t h i s  c o u l d  be  e x c u s e d  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  

e r n e r q e n c y  c n u s n d  by t h e  war  w i t h  H u s s i a .  H E  appc:ired t o  

7 0 ~ - d w i n  Pears, ---.- L i f e  o f  Ahdu l  --- Honi  d  ( ~ o n d o n r  C c n s t a b l e  a n d  
C 0 . e  1 9 1 7 ) ,  p .  v i ,  p r e f a c e .  



c o o p e r n t o  w i t h  t h o  B r i t i s h  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  a t t e m p t s  a t  f i n d i n g  

t h c  k e y  t o  O t t o i n 2 n  r e f o r m ,  O F  w h i c h  moro  u ~ i l l  b e  s a i d  l a t e r ,  

I n  f a c t ,  d e s p i t ~  l a t e r  c r y s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  by  E u r o p c a n s  a n d  

O t t o m a n s ,  t h c  r e f o r m s  were i n  l i t t l e  d a n g e r ,  As B e r n a r d  Lewis 

h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t :  

" . . , . . T h e  r e f o r m  h a d  a l r e a d y  g o n e  f a r  e n o u g h  t o  make  
a s i m o l e  p o l i c y  o f  r e v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  p a s t  i m p r a c t i c a b l e .  
T h s  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  o r d e r  h a d  b e e n  t o o  t h o r o u g h  
f o r  a n y  r e s o r a t i o n  t o  b e  p o s s i b l e ;  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  f o r  
Luorse,  o n l y  o n e  p a t h  l a y  b e f o r e  T u r k e y ,  t h a t  o f  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and  N e s t e r n i z a t i o n .  S h e  c o u l d  move f a s t  
o r  s l o w ,  s t r a i g h t  o r  d e v i o u s l y ;  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  9 0  b a ~ k . " ~ ~  

9 u t  A b d u l h a m i d  was a n y t h i n g  b u t  a Young O t t o m a n  i n  S u l t a n ' s  

d i s g u i s e .  H o  w a s  2n  a b s o l u t i s t  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  11~~ahrnud I 1  

a n d  A h d u l z z i z ,  d e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h e  Young O t t o m a n s  

and  M i d h a t  h a d  r e c e i v e d  i n  1876 w a s  n o t  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  b u t  s i n p l y  

m o b i l i z e d  d i s c o n t e n t ,  SaUJ t h a t  t h e  K u s l i r n s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  

were s e a r y  o f  t h o  f a s t  p a c e  o f  c h a n g e ,  t h e  f o r c e d  e q u a l i t y  o f  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e  d e - s r n p h a s j . ~  o f  I s l a m ,  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  P o w e r s  i n t o  i n t e r n a l  O t t o m a n  a f f a i r s .  

He u s e d  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  s e n t i m e n t  b r o u g h t  a l i v e  by Namik Kernal ,  

m i n u s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  b u b l t  a  new b a s i s  

OF s u p p o r t .  T h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  w e r e  now r e a d y  t o  

come t o  t h e  s u r F a c e  and  A b d u l h a m i d  melcorned t h e m  b a c k .  T h i s  -- _.- - 
7 1 3 6  Lcwis ,  o p . c i t . ,  p. 125.  Ono m u s t  a q r e e  w i t h  t h i n  s t a t e -  

ment  P S  f a r  a s  i t  ~ O U S .  T h p  E m p i r e  c o u l d  n e v e r  ' g o  back '  i n  t h e  
l i t e r < ? l  scn::e, b:jt i t  a l s o  s n e m s  t o  i m p l y  a  k i n d  o f  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  
a b o u t  t h e  u r ! i w t > r s a l i t y  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  m o d e l  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
w h i c h  a l l  c u l t u r e s ,  o n c e  t h e y  come i n t o  c o n t a c t  u ~ i t h  i t ,  rnust 
a c c r a n t .  Wttile t h i s  m s y  i n  r n c t  h a v c  h a p p e n e d  a n d  bi: happening, 
i t s  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  rnust b e  s e w e r k l l y  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u r s t i o n .  



was n o t  s i m p l y  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  i m p o s i n g  i t s e l f  on  t h e  E m p i r e ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  a g r o u p  w h i c h  most a c c u r a t e l y  r e F l e c t e d  t h e  f e e l i n g s  

o f  t h o  m a j o r i t y  nP t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  N u s l i m  p a r t  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

" T h e  H a m i d i a n  r e g i m e  t o o k  s h a p e  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  
c r y i n g  f o r  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  made 
t h e  r e g i m e  n o t  a n  a n a l o m y  b u t  a  t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  
c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  n o t  o n l y  i n  T u r k e y ,  b u t  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  I s l a m i c  w o r l d  . I t72 

The s t u d y  s h a l l  now move t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  H a m i d i a n  r e g i m e  i n  some 

d e t a i l  a s  i t  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

-- - - 
7 2 ~ .  B e r k e s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  2 5 3 .  

- 



CHAL1TC;{ T l t lO I An I n t r o d ~ ~ c t i o n  t o  Eastern A n a t o l i a .  ---- 

S e v e r a l  i s s u c ~ s  w i l l  bo r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  e a s t e r n  Aria: o l i a  whic i i  w i l l  n o t  b e  t r c a t c d  i n  d e t a i l  u n t i l  

l a t e r  i n  t h ~ !  s t u d y .  T h e  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  a s h o z t  

d ~ s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  thc!  p h y s i c a l  g e o -  

q r a p h y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e n  t o  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  On t h e  l a t t e r  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  g r o u p s  a n d  t h e i r  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  

w i l l  b e  o f  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n .  

From t h i s  p o i n t  on t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  u s o d  f o r  

t h e  s t u d y  w i l l  b e  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  a r i t i s h  c o n s u l s  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a .  T i l e s e  men,  m o s t  o f  whom were m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  w e r e  

sent t o  t h i s  r e g i o n  a n d  t o  w e s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

f u l f i l l ; . ) e n t  o f  p r o m i s e s  made  by  t h e  O r i t i s h  a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  

S e r l i n  c o n c e r n i n g  s u p e r v i s i ~ n  o f  O t t o m a n  r e f o r m .  T h e i r  p r i m a r y  

m i s s i o n  was t o  a c t  a s  o b s e r v e r s  a n d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

G o v e r n r n c n t  o n  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  

t h e  l o c a l  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  w i l l  b e  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  i n  a l a t e r  c h z p t e r .  

P A H T  I 

G o o g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s  p l a y  a c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  ~ c o n o r n i c ,  

p o l j  t i c , l l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  p a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  T h o  r e g i o n  i s  

p a r t  nF t h e  g r e a t  A n a t o l i a n  p l a t e a u  luh ich  s t r e t c l l c s  f r o m  t h e  

3 o ~ p h o r u s  t o  P ~ r s i a  b u t  which i s  a t  i t s  m o s t  r u g y c d  a n d  h i g h e s t  
- 



h ~ t o r o q e n o l ~ s  p o p u l - l t i o n .  

Thc  ~ b u ~ d , ~ n c e  n f  r d i n f : i l l  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  

n u r n b r r  o f  r i vp r s  a n d  s t r o a m s  m a k r  a q r i c u l t u r c  t h ~  d o m i n a n t  

nccup \t. i o n  o f  thp r ( . q i nn ,  w i t h  S C J S D ~ ~ ~  g r s z i n g  p o s s i b l e  i n  

l i m j t p r j  , r r c ~ ~ s ,  s ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  t h r ~  p l a i n s  <? rea s  b v t w c o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  

quch ( 1 7  th;fL in tll0 l < i ~ . ~ r p u t ,  nrrv>-1, a r e  c l u i t r  e x t c 3 n s i v e  a n d  

p r r ,q ( , c71 . r lu s  w h i l p  in o t , h p r  a rc><js  a o r i c u l t u r c  mu:;t b e  carried on 



u n d e r  much cnorc! d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o n  t h o  s i d o s  o f  

1 
m o u n t a i n s  a n d  i n  r o c k y  s o i l ,  As s h a l l  s o o n  bccomc e v i d e n t ,  

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l l e y s  a n d  t h e  h i l l s  d e v e l o p e d  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  f i t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  v a r i e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

T h e  r e g i o n  we a r g  c o n c e r n e d  u i t h  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s p a r s e l y  

s e t t l e d ,  a c o n d i t i o n  d u e  t o  b o t h  g e o g r a p h i c  a n d  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  L 

Any es t imates  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  m u s t  b e  a t  

b e s t  a p p r o x i m a t e ,  s i n c e  n o  a c c u r a t e  c e n s u s  was e v e r  t a k e n  a n d  

t h e r e  Mere many m o t i v c s  f o r  b o t h  c o n c e a l m e n t  a n d  e x a g g e r a t i o n  

- -- 

' ~ h e  m o u n t a i n s  a r e  a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h c  a g r i c u l -  
t u r a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a c t  a s  a  b a r r i e r  t o  l a r g e  
s c a l e  i m m i g r a t i o n  o f  n o m a d i c  e l e m e n t s .  b J h i l e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
w a t e r  d o e s  n o t  l i t e r a l l y  ' m a k e '  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o g i o n ,  i t  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
M i d d l e  E a s t  t h ~ n  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n  m o s t  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  
T h e  few a r r a s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E.ast  where s u f f i c i e n t  w a t e r  i s  
a v a i l a l ~ l e ,  s u c h  R S  t h e  r ~ i l e  D e l t a ,  t h e  T i g r i s - E u p h r a t e s  r i v e r  
a r c s ,  p a r t s  o f  A n a t o l i a ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  a l w a y s  
s c t . t , l c , d  b y  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  T h e  a r e a s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  i t r i g a t i o n ,  
S U C I :  as t .he Wile D e l t a ,  a r e  a l w a y s  somewha t  p r e c a r i o u s  f o r  
e x t i 9 i s i v ?  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h o i n g  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a  s t r o n g  g o v e r n m e n t  
f o r  ~ ~ ~ ~ i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  
i n c t ~ r s i c n s  o f  n o m a d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e y  a r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
i n v s s i o n s  ~ u h i c h  t e n d  t o  c a u s e  e x t e n s i v e  d e v a s t a t i o n .  T h e  a r e a  
o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  b e i n g  p r o t e c t e d  by  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  f r o m  t o o  
f r e q u e n t  i q v a s i o n s  a n d  f r o m  e x t e n s i v e  n o m a d i c  i n c u r s i o n s ,  t h u s  
w a s  a n a t u r a l  r e f u g e  f o r  t h o s e  e l e m ~ n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  who w i s h e d  t o  p u r s u e  a g r i c u l t u r e .  F o r  t h i s  
r e a s o n  t h o  o r i g i n  o f  many o f  t h e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  
o b s c u r e  t o  t h i s  d a y .  

 his p r o b l e m  s i l l  bc c o n s i d e r e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  I t  b s  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e s e  F a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  s u c h  t h i n g s  
a s  t h e  i n h o s p i t a b l ~  n a t u r e  o f  much o f  t h e  t e r r a i n ,  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  
o f  some  oF t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  d u e  t o  p o o r  r e l a t i o n s  uiiLn 
l o c l 1 1  IYiuslims, a n d  l a r q e  s c a l e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  o f  blusl i rn  men i n t o  
t h e  O t t o m a n  a r m y .  



o f  n u m b e r s  .?' T h o  v i l n y u t s  u f  E r z u r o u r n ,  S i v a s ,  V a n ,  D i a r b e k i r ,  

1 a n d  K h a r p u t ,  u ~ h i c h  made u p  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  180O,  

c o n l a i n c d  app rox i r i i n t , c J  y  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p c o p l o ,  o r  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  oF  t h e  Ottorrian E m p i r e  i n  A s i a  

( a p ; l r o x i m : ~ t ~ l ~  2O, f l00 ,  0 0 0 )  . 4  T h e  f i g u r e s  beconrs e v e n  m o r e  

3 ~ o v e r n m e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  were g e n e r a l l y  t a k e n  f r o m  c o n s c r i p t i o n  
l i s t s  f o r  M u s l i m s  a n d  f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r s  p a y i n g  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  t a x  
f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  o b v i o u s  m o t i v e s  f o r  
g e n c > r a l l y  l o w e r  f i g u r e s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l w a y s  t r i e d  
t o  i n f l a t e  t h e  f i q u r e s  f o r  t h e  i l ; u s l ims .  T h u s  i n  many c a s e s  K u r d i s h  
norn;hds who moved f r o m  f l o u u l  t o  Van e a c h  y e a r  w o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h c  Van f i g u r e s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  o c r e  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
t h ~  s o u t h c r n  a r e a .  T h e  A r m e n i a n  P a t r i a r c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t r i e d  t h e  
sanr- k i n d  o f  t a c t i c s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  i n c r e a s c  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
p e r c s n t a g e .  An e x n m p l c  o f  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  m a n i p u l a t i o n  c a n  b e  
seei-t i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  e s L i m a t c s  oP t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Van 
v i 1 ; - y e t  i n  1 8 6 1  : 
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t e n t a t i v e  a n d  u n r e l i a b l e  when o n e  a t t e m p t s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  

n u m b e r s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  wit hi^ t h e  r e g i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  M u s l i m s  v e r s u s  C h r i s t i a n s .  T h e  m o s t  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  f o r  

d a t a  seems t o  be  iViajor T r o t t e r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l  f o r  

K u r d i s t a n  b a s e d  i n  E r z e r o u m ,  who p l a c e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a -  

t i o n  a t  a b o u t  t w e n t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  i n  t h e  a b o v e  

m e n t i o n e d  s i x  v i l a y e t s .  T h i s  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l o w e r  t h a n  m o s t  

e s t i m a t e s  made by o t h e r  E u r o p e a n s  a n d  by Armen ian  w r i t e r s .  5 

U h i l e  t h e  v i l a y e t  b o u n d a r i e s  c h a n g e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  t h r o u g h -  

o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y ,  a n d  new v i l a y e t s  were c r e a t e d  a n d  

t h e n  a b o l i s h e d ,  t h e  s i x  l i s t e d  a b o v e  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a  u s e f u l  

t o o l  f o r  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  T h e  S i v a s  v i l a y e t  was  t h e  

l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  a n d  t h e  o n e  w h i c n  was m o s t  u n i q u e  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r s .  I t  was  f a r t h e s t  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  somewha t  

l e s s  m o u n t a i n o u s ,  more  p r o s p e r o u s ,  h a d  a  somewna t  d i f f e r e n t  

r a c i a l  m i x t u r e ,  and  b e l o n g e d  t u  t h e  r e g i o n  t e r m e d  A n a t o l i a  b y  

t h e  O t t o m a n s  a n d  t h e  a r i t i s h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  K u r d i s t a n ;  n e v e r t n e l e s s ,  

i t  h a d  many o f  t h e  s ame  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

o t h e r  v i l a y e t s ,  I t  seems t o  h a v e  S e e n  i n  much c l o s e r  c o n t a c t ,  

b o t h  p o l i t i c a l l y  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y ,  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  y o v e r n m e n t  

t h a n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  c l o s e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  i t s  g e o g r a p h i -  

c a l  o o s i t i o n  w o u l d  w a r r e n t ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a u s e f u l  

f a c t o r  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  E r z e r o u m  v i l a y e t  w a s ,  i n  - - 
' ~ r o t t e r  t o  C o s c h e n ,  1 3 2  o f  1 4  S e p t e m b e r  1880 ,  - F . O . ,  4 2 4 / 7 3 7 .  

One A r m e n i a n  w r i t e r ,  S a r k i s  4 t a m i a n ,  T ~ P  ~ t ~ a n i a q  Coinmunit 
( N E W  York t T h e  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 6 )  , P J ~ S  t h e  
a s  h i g h  a s  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t .  



O t t o m a n  e y e s ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  OF  t h e  e a s t e r n  v i l a y o t s  d u o  

p r i m z r i l y  t o  i t s  p o s i t ; i a n  a s t r i d e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  R u s s i a n  

i n v a s i o n  r o u t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

c i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  E r z e r o u m ,  a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  p r o s p o r o u s  

( t a x - r e m i t t i n g )  v i l a y e t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  K h a r p u t  a n d  D i a r b e k i r  

b o t h  c o n t a i n e d  A r a b  a n d  K u r d i s h  nomad t r i b e s  a n d  were t h u s  

a l w a y s  p o t e n t i a l l y  v o l a t i l e  a r e a s .  K h a r p u t  e s c a p e d  e x c e s s i v e  

v i o l e n c e  d u e  t o  e x t e n s i v e  f e r t i l e  a r e a s  w h i c h  t e n d e d  t o  make  

e v e r y o n e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  p r o s p e r o u s  t h a n  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  i n  

n e i g h b o r i n g  v i l a y e t s ,  b u t  D i a r b e k i r  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  u s u a l l y  t u r b u l e n t .  B i t l i s  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  p o o r e s t  

o f  t h e  s i x  b e c a u s e  o f  e x t e n s i v e  m o u n t a i n o u s  t e r r a i n  a n d  a  

h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  K u r d i s h  nomads  and  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

I t  was i n  t h i s  v i l a y e t  t h a t  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t h e  c l a s h e s  b e t v ~ e e n  

t h e  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  t h e  K u r d s  vJere t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e  l a s t  o f  

t h e  v i l a y e t s ,  Van ,  h a d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  

w e l l  a s  a h i g h  p r c l p o r t l o n  o f  ncmad K u r d s  d u r i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

y e a r ,  p l u s  w a r l i k e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n  P e r s i a .  

T h i s  v i l a y e t  a n d  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  E r z e r o u m  were i n  a v e r y  

r e a l  s e n s e  f r o n t i e r s  a n d  t h e  O t t o m a n  p r e s e n c e  was  p r i m a r i l y  

a m i l i t a r y  o n e  aimed more a t  d e f e n s e  t h a n  a t  i n t e r n a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  



PART I 1  

With th i s  r c v i o w  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g  i n  m i n d ,  t h e  

s t u d y  will now move o n  t o  e x a m i n e ,  i n  somc d e t a i l ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  

r a c e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  OF p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  be  t h e  d i F f e r e n t  

t y p e s  G F  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  t r i b e ,  v i l l a g o ,  a n d  c i t y ,  t h e  

v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s n i p s  o f  

t h e  r a c e s ,  T h e  K u r d s  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  f i r s t  a n d  t h e n  t h e  

A r m e n i a n s ,  T u r k s ,  M e s t o r i a n s ,  a n d  C i r c a s s i a n s .  B e f o r e  t h i s  c a n  

b e  d o n a  p r o p e r l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a summary  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  

i n  t h e  d e c a d e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  1080 ' s  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  make c l e ~ ~ r  t h e  c h n n q ~ d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  p e o p l e s  

f o u n d  t h ~ m s c l v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  ~ a r n i d i a n  p e r i o d .  

E a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  h a d  b e e n  d o m i n a t c G  f o r  many y e a r s  by t h e  

h e r e d i t a r y  d e r c b p y s ,  who rn3naqed t o  k e e p  t h e  many n o m a d i c  a n d  - 
o t h e r  t r i b a l  g r o u p s  i n  a t  l e a s t  a n o m i n a l  f o r m  o f  s u b j e c t i o n .  

W r i t i n g  i n  1030 ,  a f t c r  t h o  d e m i s e  o f  t h e  o l d  o r d e r ,  a B r i t i s h  

c o n s u l  d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n :  

" U l m o s t  f r o m  t i m ~  i m m e m o r i a l  t h e  l a n d  h a d  bec.1 t h e i r s .  
P e r c h e d  o n  c r a g g y  l e d g e s  a b o v e  t h e  w i n d i n g  r o c k y  g o r g e s  
o f  t h e  T i g r i s  a n d  B o h t a n ,  c l o s i n g  m o u n t a i n  d c f i l e s ,  
conim3ndinq  f o r d s ,  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  m o u n t a i n  
v i l l a g e s  t h a t  c l i n g  t o  t h e  r o c k y  h i l l s i d e s ,  o r  c o n s p i -  
c u o u s  i n  t h r  p l a i n  on some  l i t t l e  e m i n e n c e  t h a t  o v e r -  
l o o k s  t h e  v i l l a q c s ,  a r e  t h e i r  l i t t l e  w h i t e  c a s t e l e t s ,  
m o s t l y  ruined now, b u t  a d m i r a b l y  d e f e n s i b l e  l i t t l e  
b u i  l d i n q s ,  u ~ i t h  their l a r g e  c o u r t y a r d s ,  l o o p h o l e d  m a l l s ,  
a n d ,  a t  t imes ,  p a r a p c t t e d  

T h o  k e y  p h r a s e  i n  t h e  a b o v e  i s  " m o s t l y  r u i n e d  now" f o r  b y  1 8 8 3  
-- 

' ~ o n s u l .  L t .  H r l r b e r t  C h o r m s i t l e ,  K h a r p u t ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  1 9 4  o f  
5 A p r i l  1 8 0 0 ,  F.O., 4 2 4 / 1 0 6 .  



t h a  d n r a t ~ c ~ y s  h ~ i d  b e a n  ( l o n e  f o r  n o o r l y  f i f t y  years. A S  s o o n  a s  

t h e  J a n i s s n r i o s  h a d  b c o n  d o f e a t c d  i n  1 8 2 6 ,  K u r d i s t o n  was o n e  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  a r o a s  t o  w h i c h  Rahmud I 1  t u r n e d  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  

r e - e s t a b l i s h  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l .  I n  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  R e s h i d  

[fluhammed P a s h a  o?'  S i v a s  was  g i v e n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  p a c i f y i n g  

t h e  K u r d s  a n d  i n s t a l l i n g  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a .  By 1 0 3 0  m o s t  o f  t h e  d e r e b e y s  h a d  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  

t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h o u g h  n o  O t t o m a n  f o r c e  h a d  y e t  

I o c c u p i e d  t h c  r e c j i o n  i n  s t r e n g t h .  

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  r e f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  was l a r g e  s c a l e  

o p e n  r e b e l l i o n  h y  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  T h r  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  d e r e b e y s  h a d  t a k e n  away t h e  o n l y  

r e a l  s t a b i l i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  ne : l r  c h a o s .  By 

1 8 3 4  d i r e c t  c o m r w n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  8 a y h d a d  w e r e  c u t  b e c a u s e  o f  

K u r d i s h  c o n t r o l  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  Aany o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  

were u n i t e d  u n d e r  3 e d r  Khan ,  a c h i e f  o f  a n  i n F l u e n t i a 1  K u r d i s h  

F a m i l y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a c t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  P o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  w a s  

r e s t o r e d  i n  1 8 3 4  b y  a n  O t t o m a n  army 2 0 , 0 0 0  s t r o n g ,  b u t  r e b e l l i o n  

c o n t i n u e d  s p o r a d i c a l l y  u n t i l  Osman P a s h a  d e f e a t e d  a  l a r g e  K u r d i s h  

c o a l i t i o n  i n  1 8 4 7 . '  T h e  Bit l is  a r e a ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e r n  c o n t r o l l e d  

f o r  c e n t u r i e s  by  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  K u r d i s h  f a m i l y ,  w a s  n o t  

c a p t u r e d  u n t i l  1 8 4 9 .  

Open  w a r f a r e  e r u p t e d  a g a i r l  i n  1 8 5 3  u ~ h c n  t h c  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  ~ u a s  d i s t r a c t e d  by t h ~  C r i m e a n  \ J a r .  T h e  a c t i o n  Luas c e n t e r e d  

7 ~ .  M i n o r s k y ,  " K u r d s " ,  -- E I  ( I ) ,  p .  1 1 4 8 .  

" ~ n  i m p o r t a n t  r r a s o n  f o r  t h e  l o n g  d a l a y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
c o n t r o l  i n  I (urd i : i t i>n  i i~as  t.lir! w a r  w i t h  E g y p t  f r o m  1 0 3 1  t o  1 8 4 0 ,  
w h i c h  d i v e r t e d  nttom:in n t t ( ~ n t i o n  t o  m a t t e r s  o f  s u r v i v a l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  



i n  t t \ c  i l c k k i a r i  r ~ r j i o n  s o u t h  o f  Lake Van b u t  s p r e a d  as  f a r  

s o u t : ,  as ~ a q h r J : i d .  i ly  1855 t h e  O t t o m a n  ~ I r m y  o n c P  a g a i n  p r o v e d  

i t s  . ; c r p c r i o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  t r i b a l  F o r c c s  a n d  a r e l a t i v e  peace  

u a s  r e s t o r o d ,  

The n e t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  centralizing moves  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

q o v ~ r n m c n t  was t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a s y s t e m  o f  ' f e u d a l  l i k e '  

r o l ~ t i u n s  b e t w e e n  K u r d i s h  a n d  A r m e n i a n  n o t a b l e s  a n d  t h e i r  

f ~ u s l i m  and C h r i s t i a n  p e a s a n t s ,  a t  l e a s t  a l e g a l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

As s h a l l  be s h o w n ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  q o v e r n m e r l t  a ~ t i o n  i n  

a r e a s  a s  f a r  r o m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  a s  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  l e f t  

much t o  be  d e s i r e d  f r o m  an a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  What  

t h e s c  m o v e s  a c t u a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  was  t o  d i s t u r b  a n d  d i s l o c a t e  

a l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d ~ r  o f  t h i n q s  w i t h o u t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f i r m  

r e p l d c c n l e n t .  I n  snme  a r e a s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  O t t o m a n  m i l i t a r y  

p r e s e n c e  w a s  s t r o n g ,  t h e  d e s t r u c , i o n  w a s  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e  a n d  a 

new s y s t c m  i m p o s e d ,  i n  o t h e r s  c o m p r o r r l i s c s  w e r e  made  b e t l ~ c e n  

o l d  a n d  n e w ,  a n d  i n  y e t  o t h e r s  v e r y  l i t t l e  h a d  c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  

1 8 3 0  a n d  1630 .  P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  f o r  t h i s  

s t u d y  i s  t h a t  w h a t  f e w  c h a n g e s  h s d  b e e n  introduced i n  e a s t e r n  

A n n t o l i a  h a d  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  o n l y  a s h o r t  t ime  by t h e  

a d v c n t  oT t h c  h a m i d i a n  r e g i m e .  1jJith t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  m i n d ,  

t u ~  c a n  nou b o g i n  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  K u r d s .  

PART 111 

T h o  K u r d s  I ~ r l v c  l o n g  e n j n y c t d  a r n t h c r  p o o r  r ~ p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  

N e s t  arid ~ l s ~ ~ ~ ~ h c r c ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  



t ,ha  h r l n ~ n i a n  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  n i n r t r r t n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w c n t i ~ t h  

c ~ n t u r i ~ s .  A s u r p r i s i n q l y  t y p i c a l  sumrn; l t ion o f  t h e i r  c l u a l i t i c s  

i s  t h ~  f o l l o w i n q  r l l . .  . .a w i l d  a n d  s r b r ~ i - h a r b ~ r o u s  r a c c  tulle d w r ~ l l  

i n  t h o  h i l l s  ~ n d  l i v e  by  p l u n d c r  a n d  d ~ p r a d n t i o n . " ~  C l c a r l y ,  

some  w o r k  o f  r e h n b i l i t a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s n r y .  

M o s t  o b s c r v e r s  a n d  s c h o l a r s  c l a s s i f y  t h e  K u r d s  i n t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s :  t h e  n o m a d i c ,  t h e  p a s t o r a l ,  a n d  t h o  s e d e n t a r y .  

E a c h  h a s  sornr s i m i l a r i t i e s  b u t  many d i f F c r ~ n c e s  a n d  e a c h  p l a y s  

a d i s t i n c t  r o l e  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  e a s t c r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h e  K u r d s  were a l l  M u s l i m s ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  o r t h o d o x y  w a s  

f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l o d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  by E u r o p e a n  o b s e r v e r s  a n d  t h e  

m o r e  o r t h o d o x  T u r k i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  L i k e  m o s t  K u s l i m s  i n  

r n o u n t n i n o u s  t c r r a i n ,  they h a d  n e v e r  b e ~ n  c x p o s c d  t o  p r o l o n g e d  

r u l e  b y  t h e  o r t i i o d o x  f c u s l i r n  E m p i r ~ > s  o f  t h o  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  I s l a m  

s u f i  ( m y s t i c )  s h e i k h s  i n  and w e r e  j.n f a c t  c o n v ~ ! t t c d  t o  I s l n r n  by 

marly c a s e s  a n d  [uere s t r o n q l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  t h e o l o g y  a n d  

practices oF t h e  v a r i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p s  among whom t h c y  l i v e d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many o f  t h e  K u r d s  wpre S h i ' l t o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  --- 
i n  P E T S ~ ~  a n d  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  

T h e  n o m a d i c  K u r d s  w c r e  t h e  g r o u p  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  c a u s e d  t h e  

m o r e  s p ~ c t a c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l c n e e  a n d  t u r m o i l  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

a n d  c a u s e d  t h e  m o s t  t r o u b l e  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b o t h  

C h r i s L i z n  a n d  ? l u s l i r n ,  w i t h  wh ic i l  t h c y  came  i n t o  c o n t a c t . ' '  T n c s e  

1 I1 
T h o  nolniid.; w c r r  i n  o v i d c ~ n c c  i n  o n l y  1 i r n i t f ; d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

r c q i n r l ,  thnr,p nrp; j3 w h r r n  t h c y  s p n n t  t h o  surnmnr m o n t h s ,  u s u a l l y  
d ~ s n r t . r ! r i  ~ ~ l ~ i t o a i ,  1 ;incj, a n d  tl lc.  i j r c a s  t h r o u q h  u jh i ch  t h e y  p a s s c d .  



s u b s i s t e d  o n  t h e i r  h e r d s  o f  a n i m a l s  and w h a t e v e r  t h e y  c o u l d  

s t e a l  o r  b a r t e r  From t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  whose l a n d s  t h e y  moved 

t h r o u g h  e a c h  y e a r ,  They  s p e n t  t h e  summer m o n t h s  i n  t h e  n i g n l a n d s  

o f  K u r d i s t a n  and e a c h  P a l l  made t h e  m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  

some g o i n g  t o  t h e  M e s o p o t a m i a n  p l a i n  v i a  D i a r b e k i r ,  and o t h e r s  

i n t o  P e r s i a ,  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  Van a r e a ,  I t  was d u r i n g  t h e s e  

m i g r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f a l l  and  s p r i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  e f f e c t  was f e l t  

t h e  h a r d e s t .  The  e f f e c t  was n o t  w h o l l y  n e g a t i v e ,  h o u e v e r ,  s i n c e  

t h e y  a l s o  b r o u g h t  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  mea t  and w o o l  t o  t h e  mer-  

c h a n t s  and v i l l a q e r s  and b o u g h t  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  i n  r e t u r n .  As a 

g e n e r a l  r u l e  t h e s e  K u r d s  w e r e  w e a l t h i e r  t h a n  t h e  s e t t l e d  K u r d s ,  

p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and w e r e  

11  
f o r c e d  t o  pay  o n l y  t h e  sheep  t a x .  

I t  was t h e  n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e s e  g r e a t  t r i b a l  movements 

t h a t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m o s t  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o n s u l s  and o b s e r v e r s ,  

T h e  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e s e  K u r d s  i n  t n e  summers an3 w i n t e r s  was 

p o t e n t i a l l y  good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ,  b u t  n o  one c o u l d  s e t t l e  o n  

i t  a n d  h o p e  t o  s u r v i v e  b e c a u s e  e a c h  y e a r  t n e  K u r d s  w o u l d  r s t u r n  

and  demand t h e i r  q r a z i n g  r i g h t s .  A l l  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  p a i n  o f  

t h e  m i q r s t i o n s  wc3s p o t e n t i a l  v a s t u r e  f o r  t h e  n e r d s  and a l l  c r o p s  

h a d  t o  b e  h a r v e s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  movement beoan or t h e y  w o u l d  he 
- - 

" ~ e m o  b y  T r o t t e r  o n  R a c e s  i n  K u r d i s t a n ,  201  o f  3 2  G c t o b e r  
1 8 R G ,  - F.D., 424/107.  5 o s t  o f  t h e  nomads f rom t n e  Y s s u r ~ s t a r n i a n  
p l a i n  c r o s s e d  t h e  T i g r i s  o n  t h e i r  w 3 y  t o  c e n t r a l  K u r d i s t d n  a t  
J e z i r e h .  I t  was a t  t h i s  p ~ i n t  t h a t  t h e  sheep  t a x  was  l e v i e d .  
d h i l e  a t  J e z i r e h  t h e y  d i s p o s e d  o f  w o o l  z r d  g o a t s  h a i r  i;lJ s c l d  
e x c e s s  sheep.  T h e s e  i t e m s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  q a l l  n u t s ,  f o r m e d  t n e  
p r i n c i p a l  t r a d e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  C a p t : " i n  F.K. ~ I ~ a u n S e l l ,  " ~ u r d i s t a n " ,  
T h e  G e o q r a p h i c a l  J o u r n a l ,  V o l .  iii, :/2, F e b r u a r y ,  p.d7. - 



I n s t .  I dh i l t ?  m.3-y v i l l a g a s  p r o s p e r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h o i r  

commercial clo:li i n q s  w i t h  t h ~ ,  n o m a d s ,  o t h a r s  w c r o  d e s t r o y e d  

or  qrndually d b - - ; , o p u l ~ i t e d  b c c a u s e  o f  a  t r i b a l  w a r  o r  t h o  

c a p r i c i n u s n c s s  of  a p a r t i c u l a r  c h i e f .  T h e y  made  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment  o f  n n y  k i n d  of  p e r m a n e n t  o r d e r  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d  

f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  c n n s u l s  were u n a n i m o u s  i n  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  

t h a t  one o f  t h c  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  k e y s  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s e c u r i t y  

i n  t h e  r e g i o n  ~ ~ 3 s  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  o n  t h e  l a n d .  A s  

o n e  c o n s u l  s a i d  1 

" I t  i s  q u i t e  c v i d e n t  t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  a  v a s t  a r r a y  
o f  K u r d i s n  t r i b e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  make  b i ~ n n i a l  pere-  
q r i n n t i o n c - ,  a n d  t o  g r a z e  t h e i r  f l o c k s  i n  w i n t c r  o n  
l a r l d  t t i a t  iuoulri  o t h e r w i s e  b e  c u l t i v a t e d ,  s o  l o n g  
t h ~  r p v e n u c s  a n d  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  m u s t  
c c ~ n t i n i ~ e  t o  s u f f e r ,  I\lo l e s s  t h a n  f i f t e e n  t r i b e s  
descend  f r ~ m  t h e  T a u r u s  e v e r y  a u t u m n  t o  w i n t c r  i n  
t h e  p l z i n s  a r o u n d  D i a r b e k i r ,  u ~ i t h  r u i n o u s  c o n s e -  
q u c n c e s  t r ~  t h e  c o u n t r y . " q 2  

A g a i n ,  i t  must be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  these t r i b e s  h a d  a p o s i t i v e  

f u n c t i o n  :is w e l l  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h c y  g e n e r a l l y  

h a d  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  u ~ i t h  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  

c l t i e s  a n d  t o w : ? ~ ,  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  g e n o r a l  t r a d e  o f  t h e  a r e a  

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  m a r k e t s  f o r  l o c a l  a r t i s a n s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  

T h c y  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  many p o l i t i c a l  d i s p u t e s  

o r  t h e  o t h e r  a ?  i p r o v i c i i n g  a p o t e n t  m i l i t ; l r y  f o r c c ,  

Morr?  n u m r r  :>us  t h d n  t h c  nomad K u r d s  w e r e  t h o s e  c l a s s i f i a d  

by t h e  c o n s u l : ;  . , s  p a s t o r a l .  These K u r d s  u s u a l l y  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  



t r i b a l  , j T f  i l i n t  i o n  a n d  u~crr? p r o b a b l y  noni:lds who hiid d o c i d e d  i n  

t h o  n o t  t o o  d i s t , l n t  p a s t  t o  s e t t l e  o n  t h e  l a n d .  N o s t  O F  t h e  

p r i s t n r a l  K u r d s  l i v e d  i n  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  i n  t h e  summcr 

r-;)vrri w i t h  t h e i r  f l o c k s  t o  h i g h e r  p a s t u r c  l a n d s  w h o r o  t h e y  l i v o d  

i n  t e n t s ,  T h e  m i g r a t i o n  was u s u a l l y  n o t  extensive, t h e  summer 

c ; l rnp inq  a r e a  b e i n g  o n l y  CI f e w  miles  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  when 

p o s s i b l e .  Some o f  t h e  K u r d s  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  y e a r  t o  

h n d  t h e  c r o p s  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  were away .  T h e y  r e t 3 i n c d  t h o  

; ' r g q r e s s i v e  q u n l i t i o s  o f  t h e  n o m a d s ,  were u s u a l l y  n o t  s u b j e c t  

to c o n s c r i p t i o n  o r  s t r i c t  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  

i t ' c t i t u d e  o f  restrained c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  13 

T h e  s e d ~ n t n r y  K u r d s  l u c r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  e n d  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

% r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  nomad t o  a g r . i c u l t u r i s t ,  t h o u g h  many were o f  

b c u b L f u l  K u r d i s h  or i r_ , j .n  a n d  Inriy h a v e  s i m p l y  d e c l a r e d  themselves 

i ' u r d i s n  i n  t l ic h o p a s  o f  g a i n i n g  s e c u r i t y  f r o m  a t t a c k  by t h c  

L r i b a s .  T h c y  h a d  n o  t r i b a l  a f f i l i c i t i o n  a n d  u e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  

kn~cl.rn o n l y  hy t h e  nar:le o f  t h e i r  v i l l ~ g c .  T h e y  were h e a v i l y  

t a x e d  b y  t h e  qov t2 rnmcn t  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  e x a c t i o n s  a n d  

n r , ; - r r s s ~ " n s  o f  t h e  t r i b i i l  I ( u r d s  '3s t h e i r  Armen ian  and T u r k i s h  

T h e  rno:;t i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h c  a b o v o  q r o u p s  o f  K u r d s  f o r  t h i s  

.;t,urly 4 r . p  I,hp p , iL ;Lor t l l .  T h c y  were t h r j  m o s t  n u m e r o u s  a n d  e x e r c i s e d  

t h ~  q r r a t c - s t  j , , f l u c n c e  ovc!r e v e n t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  p a s t o r a l  

~ h j l l  ( j t . 0 ~ ~ 5 ,  ~ ~ 1 1 1 p d  t,;lj.fn. Th(0 < i s h i r r > t  w;~:, the p o l i t i c d  a l l i a n c e  -- ---- 
---I_ _ I _ _ _ _  _-. _---- - - -  --- --- 

' , i n ,  vie: - c o , ~ ~ u l  G. T y r r c l l  t o  i i s t b a s s a d u r  U ' i o n o r ,  - 
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n i t h c r  l i v c d  i n  t h c  v i l l a q c  o r  i f  morr .  t h ' i n  o n e  u e r e  o w n e d ,  

; ~ p p o j n t r d  a ho:~r lmnn Tor  c r t c h .  I n  t h o o r y  t h e  a n a s  l uc re  r i b s o l u t e  - 

t;hn -- aria Fj.ft;y  per cent o f  thc?  p r o d u c e  o f  t h e  l a n d .  His p o w e r  

o v e r  t h e  v i l 1 ; i y c r s  was  t e m p e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

a s  a potent r c s t r : i i n i n q  f o r c e  o n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a r b i t r a r y  

powcr  by t h e  x. T h e  v i l l n q e r s  w u r c  u s u a l l y  a b l e  t o  pass t h e  

15 
l a n d  o n  t o  t h r i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  9. 

T h e  v i l l a g e  was 3 t i g h t l y - k n i t  u n i t  w i t h  n o  t i e s  o f  l o y a l t y  

o u t s i d e  t h e  k i n s h i p  g r o u p .  "LiJ i thin t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  a r e  b o u n d  

t o q e t h e r  t o  r e s i s t  the! a q g r e s s o r ,  b e y o n d  i t  e v e r y o n e  i s  a 

a n d  t h e  v i l 1 : j q e  i s  c o m p l e t e .  l t q 6  G i v e n  t h i s  l o c a l i s m ,  i t  i s  e a s y  

t o  s ec  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s  t h e  ~ u r d s  

h a d  a q a i n s t .  t h o  O t t o m a n  a r m i e s .  

I t  was t h i s  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  9, o r  l o c a l  n o t a b l e ,  o v e r  t h e  

p e a s a n t  p o p u l , ~ t i o ~ ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e l d t i o n s h i p s  l i k e  i t ,  t h a t  a l l  

t h e  c ~ ~ t r a l i z i n q  g o v o r n r n n n i s  i n  C o n s t j n t i n o p l e  u e r c  t r y i n g  t o  

b r c ! < ~ l < .  Tt lc  l : t r r i c r  l n y ; l l t i r ? c ;  t iad b e c n  broken; t n s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  



a q a 3  a n d  t h a  d n r f : b c y s ,  ;ind t n o  l a r [ q e  t r i b a l  c u n f c d n r a t i o n s ,  

b u t  o n  t h o  l o c a l  l c v c l  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  q o v o r n m e n t  w e r e  f o r  

t h e  m o s t  p ~ j r t  i n c f f c c t u a l .  O n l y  a  few o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  were a b l e  

t o  s a e  u n d n r  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  v e r y  l o c a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t 

" I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p r e c i n t c . .  . . . . .hoiu d e e p l y  r o o t e d  
a n d  how f i r m l y  r i v e t t e d  a r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w o c n  
c h i e f ,  w h n t h e r  nomad o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  s e t t l e d ,  a n d  man ;  
a n d  t h o u g h  o n e  h e a r s  b u t  s e l d o m  o f  some  i n s t a n c e  o f  
g r o s s  c r u e l t y ,  i n  j u s t i c e ,  o r  o p p r e s s i o n  u h i c h  r e m a i n s  
w i t h o u t  r ~ d r o s s ,  o r  e v e n  i d e a  o r  d e s i r e  o f  r e d r e s s ,  
t h ~  a e y s ,  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  c x c o p k i o n ,  s t i l l  k e e p  u p  a 
s e v e r p  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  e x a c t  p r o m p t  a n d  i m p l i c i t  o b e d i e n c e ,  
L e s s  t h a n  h a l f - a - c ~ l n t u r y  a g o  t h c y  had power  o f  l i F e  a n d  
d e a t h  o v e r  t h o i r  men,  a n d  i n  many c a s e s  e x e r t e d  i t ;  t h e  
o l d  o r d e r  i s  c h a n g i n g  a n d  h a s  n e a r l y  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  b u t  
t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  engendered u n d e r  i t ,  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  
l o y a l t y  a n d  p p r f e c t  t r u s t  o f  t h e  h e n c h m a n  i n  h i s  
p r o t e c t o r ,  y e t  s u r v i v e  a n d  u i l l  l a s t  

I n  many i n s t a n c e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  

power  o f  t h e  a q a s ,  ~ n d c r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  m o d e r n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

t h o  a q a s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  made  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  w e r e  - 
h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h o s e  u n d e r  t h e i r  j u r i s -  

d i c t i o n .  T h i s  g a v e  t h f m  a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  r a n g e  o f  p o u e r s  o v e r  

t h e  v i l l a q c r s  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n . ' '  T h i s  was a much  e a s i e r  way o f  m a i n t a i n i n 3  o r d e r  

f o r  t h e  r l ovc rn inon t  t l l n n  t h c  s t a t i o n i n g  o f  t r o o p s  i n  e a c h  district. 



a n d  t h u s  d c ~ p n n d c n t  o n  g o v c r n r n c n t  s u p p o r t .  T h i s  s e l d o m  h n p p c n c d ,  

s i n c n  t h n  qovornrr i r>nt  p r o s c n c c  wns s o  weak  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  a 

1~11-1nlc  t h a t  t h e  x q : ~  sc ldo rn  h a d  t o  e n f o r c c  regulations o r  Ina in-  - 
t n i n  s t r i c t  order, b u t  r a t h c r  c ~ l r r i c d  o n  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

w n n n o r .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a q a s ,  t h : ?  Kurdish sh!s!l/h:, o r  r e l i g i o u s  

l e a d e r s ,  were v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  K u r d i s h  s o c i e t y .  fliost o f  t h e  

K u r d s  w e r e  mernbcrs  o f  o n e  o f  t n e  many s u f i  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

a n d  t h e r ~  wcre s u F i  s h o i k h s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  t o ~ j i n s  a n 6  -- 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  v i l l a q c s .  T h e s e  s h e i k h s  

e x e r c i s n d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t e m p o r a l  a s  we l l  a s  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r  

amonq t h e  t r i b a l  K u r d s ,  in many c a s e s  b e i n g  agas  t h c m s c l v e s ,  
1 9  

J u d i c i a l  d i s p u t e s  b e t ~ ~ ~ o e n  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  d e a l t  w i t h  by t h e  

v i l l a g e  %, w i t l l  l i t t l o  r c c o u r s o  t o  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  j u d i c i a l  

o r q 3 n i z a t i o n .  T h e  aQ3 u s u a l l y  a c t e d  a s  a n  a r b i t r a t o r  i n  s n a l l  - 
s c a l e  f o u d s ,  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e ~ n  n e i g h b o r i n g  v i l l a g e s  o v e r  g r a z i n g  

r i q h t s  a n d  w a t o r ,  d i v o r c e  d i s p u t e s ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  F o r  h i s  

s e r v i c e s  h e  w o u l d  b e  s u i t a b l y  r e w a r d e d  by  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  

d i s p u t e .  ' J h i l c  t h e s e  m e t h o d s  u e r e  u s u a l l y  a r b i t r a r y ,  t h e y  w e r e  

a t  le(1st  q u i c k  a n d  w e r e  l e s s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  c o r r u p t  p r : + c t i c e s  

t h a n  t h a  c l i 3 b o r a t e  s y s t e m  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h c  Ot torn t jns  p r o v e d  t o  

-- ----- - ---- 

j n n n  --- i t .  p .  t i .  T h a  c o n s u l s  h z v s  v e r y  l i t t l ~  t d  
- , l y  i n  ;jny of '  l , / l c > i p  i.,:pr,rts ; : t l o [~ t  thcl i n f l u o n c e  o f  t h r s c  s h e i i t h s  
o r  r p l j r l i o n  in [ )c .nr1rc l l  ;?monrl t l i c l  ~ i ~ ~ s l i ~ n s ,  b u t  i n  s e v r l r a l  A r m e n i a n  
11~1tif. j 3"s  z ~ d [ j r - t ~ r , , ; r c l  1,o t;hc ~ - 3 r i t i ~ , h  [~ l ; i c t !  t l l c  ' ~ ' v i  1' i n f l u c n c ~  ol' 
i - 1 1 ~  I J ~  r l , , l , ,  , t C j  t . t l r *  13 , j in  c:?uf:p o f  d i s ; o r i j P r  

" I I  - i t .  1 1 .  1 7 . 



~ l s p c c t s  o f  t h o  K~~rrl:; a s  f a r '  ; I S  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  c o n c c ~ r n c c l ,  t h c i r  

t h e i r  n e i q h b u r s ,  I t  uros t h i s  t e n d e n c y  w h i c h  w a s  t o  f i l l  s o  many 

p a q c s  o f  c o n s u l L i r  r c p o r t s  a n d  traveller's b o o k s  a n d  w h i c h  t l i e  

O t t o m a n s  w e r e  t o  s o  s k i l l P u l l y  e x p l o i t .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

d i s c o v e r  i f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  a r e  s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  

K u r d s  a r e  a " w i l d  a n d  b a r b a r o u s  r a c e "  o r  a r e  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t c d .  

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  prevalence o f  v i o l e n t  

a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  c o m e s  t o  l i g h t  i s  t h e  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t  i n t e r -  

t r i b a l  f e u d i n g  among t h e  K u r d s .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  c o n f l i c t  seems t o  

b e  e n d e m i c  t o  v i r t u a l l y  a 1 1  s o c i e t i e s  o r g a n i z e d  o n  a t r i b a l  

b a s i s  a n d  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  K u r d i s h  s o c i e t y .  

" I n t c l n s e  p a r t  i c u l n r i s m  a n d  e x c e s s i v e  j e a l o u s y  among 
t h e  h ~ + r c d i t a r y  t r i b ~ s  a n d  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  r e q a r d i n g  
p r e c c d c n c c  a n d  r i q h t s  h a v e  b ~ e n  t h e  b a n e  o f  t h e  
K u r d i s h  r a c e ,  T h e  m o s t  t r i v i a l  d i s p u t e s ,  inseparable 
f r o m  i h a  s o c i a l  l i r e  o f  a n  c o m m u n i t y  u h i c h  c o u l d  b e  
s ~ n o o t h ~ d  o v e r  i n  t h e  f a c e  t o  f a c e  t a l k  i n  a f e w  
r n i n u t c s ,  h a v e  u s u a l l y  l e d  t o  b l o o d s h e d  a n d  l u n g  d r a w n  
o u t  h o s t j l i t i r s  b e t w e e n  p a r t i e s ,  ~ u t u n l  r a n c o u r  a n d  
intolerance h a v e  k e p t  t h e  w o u n d s  f e s t e r i n g  f r o m  
g e n e r a t i o n  t o  q r n e r a t i o n . , . . A n y  t r i b e  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r e d  
i t s c ~ l f  a q q r i e v e d  i n  a n y  way ~ o u l d  n e v e r  f e e l  s a t i s f i e d  
u n t i l  i t  h a d  w r e c k e d  v P n g P a n c e  on  t h e  o p p a s i n g  p a r t y ,  
v n r y  o f t c n  a s u b - b r a n c h  o f  t h e  s a m e  c l a n . "  21  

T ~ P  cnur;c)  o f  t ,hc f p u d s  wore q c n e r a l l y  q u e s t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n a l  



f o r  c x i s t e n c o .  T h c  destruction o f  t h o  d e r e b e y s  a n d  t h e  l a r g e  

t r i b a l  c o n f c d c r : ~ t i o n s  by t h r ,  Ot,tomdn g o v e r n m ~ n t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  

t c n c j e n c y  t o w a r d  many s m a l l  f e u d s .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  h a d  

b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  many l a r g e r  u p h e a v a l s  i n v o l v i n g  g r e a t  

n u m b e r s  O F  t r i b e s  a n d  men b u t  h a d  been a b l e  t o  h o l d  t h e  s m a l l  

f e u d s  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t r i b e s  t o  a minimurn, ?,'our t h a t  

t h i s  c h e c k  ~ ~ ( 1 s  q o n p  t h e  many descendants o f  t h e s o  l e a d e r s  w e r e  

c)ivc?n f r c o  r e i g n  t,n c r e a t p  a n d  s e t t l e  t h e i r  OvJn d i s p i ~ t c s .  T h e  

O t t o m a n  q o v c r n n l n n t  s e l d o m  i n t e r v e n e d  u n l e s s  a f e u d  g o t  c l e a r l y  

o u t  o f  h a n d  o r  i t  w a s  t o  t h e i r  d e f i n i t e  a d v a n t a g e  t o  b a c k  o n e  

s i d e  ; i g a i n s t  a n o t h e r .  T h e  K u r d i s h  a n d  A r m e n i a n  p e a s a n t r y ,  mos t  

o f  whom w e r e  s u b j e c t  i n  o n e  ~ u a y  o r  a n o t h e r  t o  v a r i o u s  K u r d i s h  

a ? ? ? ,  w n r c  i n ~ v i t n b l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e s e  c o n s t a n t  c l a s h e s .  

A n o t l i c r  a s l ~ r c t ;  o f  K u r d i s h  v i o l e n c e  tuas economic. Zest 

o b s e r v e r s  a g r e e  t h a t  t h p  A r m e n i a n  p e a s a n k r y  u s u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  

t h e  m o s t  Y e r t l l n  l a n d  w h i l e  t h e  K u r d s  were f o u n d  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  

m o u n t a i n s .  I n  t h ~  f a l l ,  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e f t  a n d  e x t o r t i o n  b y  

p a s t o r a l  K u r d s  n g t ~ i n s t  t h ~  v i l l a q c s ,  b o t h  K u r d i s h  a n d  A r m e n i a n ,  

robbc2 ry  z n d  o x t o r t , i r , n ,  t h c  K u r d s  uJcro a c t u a l l y  l a y i n g  i n  



v x t e n t ,  a s  i s  e v i i l a n c o d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f r o m  v i c e - c o n s u l  

" T h c r e  i s  o n n  o b s e r v : ~ t i o n  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  m a k e  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  K u r d i s h  p l u n d c r i n g s ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  n o  
d o u b t  t h c  t c n ~ p t ~ ~ t i o n  i s  q r r a t .  As a g e n e r n l  r u l e  t h ~  
f e r t i l n  l o w l a n d s  a r e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  , A r m e n i a n s ,  
u r h i l e  t h o  K u r d s  h z v r  o n l y  t h e  b a r r ~ n  and u n f r u i t f u l  
h i l l s ,  a n d  d o u b t l e s s  s o m e t i m e s  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  a c t u a l  
w a n t .  " 2 3  

R o r r  t h a n  n t r r n p t a t i o n ,  o n c  may c o n c l u d e  t h a t  i t  tuas a necessity 

e x c e l l e n t  e x a r n p l c  o f  t h c  k i n d  O F  b a l a n c e  u h i o h  a l l  s o c i s t i e s  

d e v e l o ! ~  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  v a r i e d  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  g r o u p s  

w i t h  d i v e r s e  a ims,  d e s i r e s ,  a n d  r o l e s .  T h e  K u r d s  i u a n t e d  t h e  

f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  r a i s i n g  

t h e i r  f l o c k s  a n d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w a n t e d  t h e  f e r t i l e  s o i l  o f  t h e  

v a l l ~ y s .  The  K u r d s  made n o  a t t e m p t  o n  a n y  l a r g e  s c a l e  L o  F o r e e  

t h e  A r m e n i a n s  o f f  t h e  l a n d ,  s o r n c t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e ,  a n d  

i n  t u r n  e x p e c t e d  t h e  A r m e i i i a n s  t o  s u p p l y  t h e m  w i t h  s u f f c i e n t  

f o n d  t o  s u r v i v e ,  1.de s h a l l  h a v e  m o r e  t o  s a y  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

relations hi^ l a t e r .  2 4  

A n o t h ~ r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o v ~ a r d  v i u l e n c ~ ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t i l t !  T a l l ,  lu;ls t h e  ~ i l i q r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o m a d i c  i \ ' u rd . i sh  t r i b e s .  

- -- _ _ _ _  *-_- - --- 
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" - 'C l ; ?y ton ,  V a n ,  t n  T r o t t v r ,  1 2 5  o f  1 8  A u g u s t  1 U 3 1 ,  -- F.U., 
43/1/17?.  

2 4 ~ n  , j d d i t i o n 7 1  rclct,,r i n  thra c l i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h ~  t w o  rc :cP l ;  
rn,ly h: ,vc  bf l r>n  t h G , t  t h p  K t j r c j y  w p r p  a p l ~ , l r e n t l y  r o l . l t i v c  nE3UJcr;,lilcJr5 

1.0 i,hp :rrt.n < lnd  c . i c . t , t  l r l d  WIIPL rl t l l t ~ y  c n u l d ,  tht! h c : t t c r  l a r i d  &JE i n 0  
1 ~ * r > ~ > r l y  I J C C I J ~ ) ~  r( i  . 



a n d  i n  many c a s r s  r o s u l t c d  i n  v i o l e n c c  a c l a i n s t  v i l 1 , ~ g t l s .  Of rnorc 

c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  O t t n m n n s  w c r o  t h e  r a i d s  o f  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  f r o m  

P o r s i a  i n t o  O t t o m a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Van a n d  5 a s k a l a  

a r e a .  2 5 

A l l  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

t h c  K u r d s *  r ~ p u t a t i o n  a s  a l a w l e s s  a n d  ' b a r b a r o u s *  r a c e ,  b e n t  on  

t h e  e x t ~ r m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e i r  n ~ i g h b o r s .  3 u t  P r o f e s s o r  L e a c h ,  

i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  K u r d i s h  s o c i e t y ,  b r i n g s  o u t  a n o t h e r  a n d  p e r h a p s  

P v e n  morc i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  t h a n  t h a s c  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .  h e  n o t e s  

t h a t  m o s t  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  d i d  f r e e l y  r e s o r t  t o  b r i g a n d a g e  o n  e v e r y  

p o s s i b l e  o c c a s i o n ,  i t  b e i n g  t h e  s o c i a l l y  a p p r o v a d  a s p e c t  o f  i n t e r -  

t r i b a l  l i f e .  'The K u r d s  t h ~ m s e l v e s  l a y  g r e a t  s t r e s s  o n  t h i s  a s p e c t  

o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e i r  T o l l ? - t a l e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s $ :  

" 8 u t  i t  i s  t h i s  v e r y  e m p h a s i s  t h a t  h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  
f a b u l o u s  d i s t o r t i o n s  t h a t  a p p e a r  i n  a l l  a c c o u n t s  o f  
K u r d i s h  l i f e  e i t h e r  l a y  o r  o f f i c i 3 l .  To  r e a d  t h ~  
l i t e r a t u r e  o n e  lnus t  s u p p o s e  t h z t  i n  f o r r n ~ r  t i m e s  
t h e  m a j o r i t , y  o f  K u r d i s h  c o r m u n i t i e s  l i v e d  s o l e l y  
on  t h e  p r o c c c d s  o f  p l u n d e r  and r a n s o m . , . 3 u t  t h e  u n -  
b i 3 s r . d  o b s e r v e r  c a n n o t  a v o i d  t h e  c o n c l u s '  rln t h c t  
m o s t  o f  t h e  m o r e  s p e c t a c u l a r  e x p l o i t s  p f  K u r d i s h  
b r i g a n d a q e  a r c  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  K u r d s '  own 
i i ~ i a c ~ i n a t i o n .  S r r  i n  t h e i r  p r o p e r  p p r z p e c t i v ~  t h e s e  
w a r l i k ~  a c t i v i t i p s  c a n  n e v e r  hawe b e e n  morp  t h a n  a n  
e x c i t i n g  q l o s s  u p o n  t h e  n o r m a l  b a l z n c e d  c y c l e  o f  
a q r i c u l t u r a l  c c o n o r n i c s ,  " 2 6  

T h i s  i s  n o t  rne;!nt t o  b e  3 f w h i t ~ w a s n '  o f  t h e  K u r d s  a n d  t h e i r  

f r r q ~ ~ p n t  v i o l e n t  : ~ c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  c a s t e r n  A n a t o l i d n  r e g i o n ,  b u t  



e x n q q c r n t i o n  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  l i t c r a t u r o  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

A:; 3 f i n a l  n o t o  o n  t h e  K u r d s ,  m e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b c  m a d e  o f  

a p a r t i c u l ' l r  q r o u p  o f  t h a t  r a c e  l i v i n g  i n  c n  a r e a  c a l l e d  t h a  

Dersim. T h i s  i s  a h i q h l y  m o u n t n i n o u ~  a n d  v i r t u a l l y  i r n p r c g n a b l e  

r e q i o n  i n  t h c  s o u t h i u c s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  E r z e r o u m  v i l a y e t  a n d  p a r t s  

o f  K h a r p u t .  I t  w a s  made a v i l a y e t  i t s e l f  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  

b u t  t h e n  r e i n c o r p o r a t ~ d  i n t o  E r z e r o u i n .  T h e  r e g i o n  w a s  i n h a b i t e d  

a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  by  K u r d s  iuiio t u e r e  known a s  ---.- k i z i l b a s h  K u r d s .  T h e  

t e r m  d e n o t e s  a r c l i g i o u s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h ~ s e  K u r d s  a n d  

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  K u r d s  who w e r e  m o s t l y  S u n n i ,  o r  o r t h o d o x .  

T h e s e  -. k i z i l b a s h  K ~ r d s  w e r e  c l a s s e d  a s  f1 '1us1ims by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

b u t  " n i e t h c r  p r a c t i c e  t h e  o r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o n  n o r  s p e a k  t h e  s a m e  

d i a l e c t  a s  t h c i r  n c i y h b o r s .  u 7 7  T h ~ i r  r e l i g i o n  wcs a p p a r e n t l y  

a m i x t u r e  o f  I s l a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  - S h i ' i s m ,  S u n n i s n ,  a n d  s u f i s m ,  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a n d  p a g a n i s m .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  a r e a  was 

t h a t  i t  l a y  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  K h a r p u t  p l a i n ,  

an i m p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a .  I n  t h e  summer  a n d  f a l l  K u r d s  

f r o m  t h c  O e r s i r n  descended  o n  t h e  p l a i n  a n d  l e v i e d  t r i b u t e  o n  

t h e  v i l l ; ~ g e s .  S i n c e  t h i s  w a s  a n  a r e a  t h a t  was s u p p o s e d l y  u n d e r  

f i r m  Ottorn:ln c o n t r o l  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o u n d  t h i s  A u r d i s h  

a c t i v i t y  e x t r c n ~ l y  e m b a r a s s i r l ~ .  T h c  D c r s i m  was n e v e r  s u b j u g ~ t e d  

b y  t h e  Cittom:ln:;,  h o w g v c r ,  a n d  r c m n i n c d  v i r t u t l l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  

t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  H<:midi;- ln p e r i o d .  I n  t h e  w i n t c r  t h ~  a r e a  UJaS 

--------- -- - - 



c n m p l r ~ k ~ l y  clo.;ntf b y  s n o w ,  m<~l<inc_) n ~ i l i t ~ ~ r y  o o c r n t i o n s  i r n p o 3 s i b l c  

nnd o c c u l l n t i o n  i m l ) r c l c t , i c z l .  iJhcn : ~ t t : ~ c k ~ ~ d ,  thcl  K u r d s  s i m p l y  f l c d  

t o  t h c  h i q h t , r  r n o u n L < ~ i n s  ~ I J ~ P ~ P  t h r y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p u r s u c d .  3 e s p i t r ~  

r e p e a t e d  c f  f o r t s  t h r o i ~ q h o ~ t  t h r j  ~ d m i d i ~ ~ n  p e r i o d  t h c i  Ocrsiln 

r ~ m n i n e d  a c o n s t c l n t  s o u r c ~  o f  t r o u b l o  f o r  t h o  O t t o ~ i i a n s  a n d  w ~ s  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  b a s t i o n  o f  K u r d i s h  ' f e u d a l i s m ' ,  

T h e  A r m e n i a n s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  l i k e  t h e  K u r d s ,  w e r e  f a r  f r o m  

u n i t e d .  T h e y  w e r e  s p l i t  i n t o  t w o  m a j o r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s ,  t h e  

G r e g o r i a n s  and  t h e  C a t h o l i c s ,  as  w e l l  a s  a s m a l l  b u t  a c t i v e  

P r o t e s t a n t  g r o u p .  U n l i k e  t h e  K u r d s ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  a l s o  

sp l i t  i n t o  a r u r a l  and a n  u r b a n  g r o u p  w i t h  f r e q u e n t l y  p o o r  

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t t u e e n  t h e  t w o o  

T h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  p r a s a n t s  l i v i n g  

i n  v i l l a g ~ s  e i t h e r  w h o l l y  A r m e n i a n  o r  m o r e  f r e 9 u e n t l y  a m i x t u r e  

o f  M u s l i m s  a n d  A r m e n i a n s .  T h e  v i l l a g e s  u c r c  u s u a l l y  c l u s t e r e d  

a r o u n d  a ' m o t h e r - c i t y '  u ~ i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  r a t i o  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e  

t o  o n p  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  T h e  p e a s a n t s  were g e n e r a l l y  

d o c i l e ,  t h e i r  o n l y  leaders b e i n g  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c  o f f i c e r s  o f  

t h e  r n j  l l v i ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  t h f i r  o u n  p r i e s t s ,  ulho luc re  p r i m a r i l y  



" O f  t h e  u~or1t- l  w h i c h  l i p s  outs id^ t h c  s;\n?j:il< i n  
w h i c h  t h c y  l i v e ,  t h c l y  I<noin n o t h i n 7 .  T h c  5 u l t ~ n  i s  
t o  t h ~ m  n s p l c r i d i c i  rny t t i ,  t o  w h o m  t h r y  o w e ,  a n d  a r e  
r e a d y  t o  p a y ,  a l o y ' j l  a l l ~ q i a n c c . " ~ 9  

T h i s  i n t ~ n s e  l n c L i l . i q ~ n  p l u s  t h p  h a n d l i n g  o f  m o s t  l e g a l  a n d  

n d r n i n i s t r n t i v c  r p a t t ~ r s  b y  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t n e  m j - l l r i t  mnde i t  

v E r y  d i f f i c u l t  F o r  t h ~  Ct tom:>,n  q o v r r n ~ r n t  t o  n ; t o 5 l i s h  a n y  k i n d  

n f  d i r c c t  r ~ l a t i o r l s h i p  u ~ i t h  t h e  A r m e n i a n  v i 1 l : i y c r - s .  

T h e  A r m ~ n i a n  p e a s a n t ,  l - ik t ,  h i s  . ; a : n n t a r y  K u r d i s h  c o u n t c r -  

p ? r t ,  was  c l o s e l y  l i n k u t i  t o  t h e  ; < u r d i s h  z a n s  t h r o u g h  a s y s t e m  

w h i c h  r o s ~ r n b l c d  E u r o p e a n  f e u d a l i s m ,  T l i r o u ~ h  t h i s  s y s t ~ l m  t h e  

~ c a s ~ ? n t r y  h a d  f o r  g ~ n ~ r z t i o n s  ' b e l o n g ~ d '  t o  o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  o f  

other ~ L ~ T I S  o r  by  nornnd . T h i s  s y s t e m  iuss o n e  o f  t h ~  f i r s t  

t a r q e t s  o f  t h ~ =  O t t o m 3 n  a d r i i n i s t r a t o r z  a F t c r  the c o n q u e s t  o f  

f o r m a l l y  8 b o l i s l 1 e d  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  s e n t  t o  t a k e  t h e  

p l n c e  o f  t h o  a n a s  i n  m a t t p r s  o f  t a x - c o l l ~ c t i o n  a n d  p r o t ~ c t i o n .  

A l l  of t h i s  h a d  l i t t l e  e f f e c t .  I n  m o s t  p a r t s  o f  t h a  r c g i o n  t h e  

v i l l . - l q c s  r r r n a i n c c l  i n  t h e  a q n ' s  hands  a n d  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

c o l l c c t  liis [ ~ c r c c n t a q ~  a n d  p r o v i d e  t l ~ e  v i l l a g e r s  w i t h  t n e  o n l y  

r r a l  p r o t r c t , i r ~ n  a v - j i l ; i b l c .  l a t e  a s  1902, CI c o n s u l  u a s  a b l e  



" T h e  C h r i s t i a n  v i l l a q e s  a l l  b e l o n q  t o  some Kurd  A L I ~ ~ ,  
a n d  s o  l o n q  a s  t h e y  s s t i s f y  h i m ,  thc!y may o r  m ~ l y  n o t  
be  1.ur-lI.1 t r n a t n d  ncco rc l i r rq  t o  t h o  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Aqh.2; b u t  as t h e  K u r d s  a r ~ .  c o n t i n u a l l y  f i q h t i n g  amongst :  
t h ~ n i s u l v e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h c i r  c u s t o m  i n  c a s e  o f  a q u a r r e l  
t o  a t t a c k  n ~ ~ 1 - l  o t h e r ' s  C h r i s t i a n  v i l l n q ~ s ,  t ; h ~ s e  l a t t e r  
a r e  f a r  From h a v i n g  3 c o m f o r t a b l e  e x i s t e n c e ;  i f ,  ~ O W F V E ~ ,  

t h e y  wcre n o t  u n d e r  some A q h a ' s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e y  w o u l d  
n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  e x i s t  a t  a l l . "  3 0  

i J i t h  t h e  r x c c p t i o n  n f  t h e  n r v ~ ~ s  a r o u n d  some o f  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  

grid a f c w  o f  t h e  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  p l a i n s  a r e a s ,  t h e  O t t o m a n s  were 

u n a b l e  t o  n a i n t z i n  a c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e  o f  o r d e r  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  i i a r l l i d i an  p o r i o d .  T h e  p e a s a n t  e i t h e r  

a l l i e d  h i n i s a l f  w i t l - 1  a n  - nqa a n d  t h u s  e n s u r e d  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ,  o r  

f a c ~ d  t h e  nomads  a n d  p a s t o r a l  K u r d s  a l o n ~ ,  a n  i m p o s s i b l e  t a s k .  

T h i s  f e u d a l  s y s t o m  d i d  n o t  o p e r a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  r l a m i d i a n  

p e r i n d  i n  t h e  same u a y  t h a t  i t  h a d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e r a s ,  b u t  

was  c h a n q c d  c o n s i d c r a h l y ,  T h p  p r o t e c t i o n  u s u a l l y  a f f o r d e d  by t h e  

aQn  w a s  i n  t h c  p r o c e s s  o f  b r e a k i n g  dot l~n d u e  t o  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  o f  - 
t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  i n t o  s n a l l a r  u n i t s ,  u h i c h  was  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  

oC O t t o m a n  r e f o r m s .  T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  

p e a s a n t s  were f o r c r d  t o  p u r c h a s e  was t h u s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l o w e r  

w h i l e  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t y  by t h e  K u r d s ,  a s  o u t -  
3 1 

l i n ~ d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s ~ c t i o n ,  w e r e  i n c r e a s i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h i s  r a c t o r ,  t h e  p e a s a n t  was now f o r c e d  t o  p a y  t a x e s  t o  b o t h  
- -- --- - 

3 0 y i c p  con:;ul J .  J .  A s ,  i b i  t o  l i l C o n o r ,  2 8  o f  
6 J<jnu: l ry  1 9 l l ? ,  -- F.O.,  424/2113. 

3 1 
E v r r c t t ,  E r z r r n u m ,  I c 1 p n r t  on i ? i t l i s ,  19 o f  3 0  J a n u a r y  

183r1, ---- F.O., 4 ? 4 / 1 4 % .  I n  many c~1sr .s  t h c ~  f ' ami ly  o f  a n  % h a d  r u l ~ c i  
c r a r t s l i r l  ~ i l l , ~ c ~ c s  for many q r - n c r , : t i o n s  a n d  f ~ l t  h o n o ~  bound  t o  
cornprn:, i t , [ !  t h r  v i l l a c ) r r - ,  f ( ~ z '  a n y  l n q s  i n c u r r c d  by  t h e m  due t o  
h i t ,  i n # i b i l i t , y  t o  p r o v i d e  a d r ~ q u ~ t r  protection. 



t h e  a n d  t h e  q o v o r n ~ n o n t .  U s u ~ i l l y  t h ~  v i l l a g e 3  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

p a y  d i r o c t l y  t o  t h e  %, who t h e n  p a i d  a p e r c e n t a g e  t o  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  i n  many c a s e s  t h i s  w a s  n o t  a l l o w e d  and  g o v e r n -  

mc.nt o f f i c i a l s  w o u l d  demand d i r o c t  p a y m e n t .  T h u s  t h e  v i l l a g e r  

w a s  b e i n q  s q u e e z e d  f r o m  t w o  d i r e c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

h i s  i n c o m e  h o  p a i d  i n  t a x e s  i n e v i t a b l y  r o s e ,  w h i l o  n i e t h e r  aga 

n o r  g o v e r n m e n t  g o t  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  d e m a n d e d .  3 2  

I n  t h e  m o u n t a i n o u s  d i s t r i c t s  s u c h  a s  D e r s i m ,  t h o  S a s s o u n  

a r e a ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  Bi t l i s  v i l a y e t ,  h n d  o t h e r s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

P r e s e n c e  was h a r d l y  f e l t  a n d  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  a q a s  r e m a i n e d  

much a s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  i n  p r e v i o u s  d e c a d c s .  I n  t h e s e  a r e a s  t h e  

v i l l a g e s  Mere u n d e r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  a q a s .  

T h e y  p a i d  t a x e s  t o  t h e m  a n d  t h e y  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l l  t h e  

A r m e n i a n  v i l l a q e s  belonging t o  t h e n  t o  a n o t h e r  9. T h e  v i l l a g e r  - --- 
3 2 ~ n  s p i t ~  o f  t h i s ,  m o s t  o b s e r v e r s  a g r c e d  t h a t  t a x e s  w c r o  

g e n e r a l l y  l o w .  T h c y  were a s s e s s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l d y e  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  a b i l i t y  t,o p a y ,  t h u s  s e l d o m  w a s  a n y o n e  f o r c e d  t o  s t a r v e .  T h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t a x e s  p a i d  t o  t h e  aqas:  
F e u d a l  t a x e s  f o r  o n e  y e a r  i n  a  g r o u p  o f  v i l l a g e s  i n  2 i t l i s  - 
1 s h e e p  . . . . b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . * ~ ~ ~ b * e ~ ~ 5  p i a s t r e s  
3 s i l v e r  m c j i d e h s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 O  
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r,oulcl n o t  b u y  n r  s e l l  l a n d ,  h o u s c s ,  clnd su o n ,  t u i t l l a u t  t h e  

c n n s c n t  o f  h i s  n q n ,  i , ; , ~ r r i ; l q e  among v i l l a q e r . . :  r a q u i r e d  t h e  - 

a v i l l a q e r  u ~ i s h e d  t o  e m i g r a t e ,  a l l  h i s  p r o p i - r t y  r e v c r t ~ ~ d  t o  t h e  

33  . I n  r ~ t u r n  f o r  t h e s e  p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h e  p o a s a n t s  o f  t h e  more 

m o u n t a i n o u s  a n d  i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  much b e t t e r  p r o -  

t e c t e d  t h a n  t h e i r  f e l l o u ~ s  o n  t h e  p l a i n s  f r o m  b o t h  o t h e r  K u r d s  

a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h e  A r m e n i a n s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and  t o w n s  p r e s e n t  q u i t e  a 

d i f f c r c n t  p i c t u r e ,  T h e  u r b a n  A r m e n i a n s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  m e r c n a n t  

a n d  a r t i s a n  c l a s s  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  m o n e y - l e n d e r s  t o  t h e  R u s l i m  

p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  ; \ rmeni iJn n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  t o ~ u n s  w e r e  

g e n e r a l l y  a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  f c l l o u ~  C n r i s t i a n s  a g a i n s t  e x c e s s i v e  

~ x a c t i o n s  b y  t h e  q a v o r n m c n t  and t h r c a t s  o f  m a s s a c r e  by t h e i r  i c u s l i m  

n e i g h b o r s .  3 e s p i t e  c o n s t a n t  c o m p l a i n t s  b y  t h e s e  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  

t h e i r  ecclesiastic o f - ' f i c i a l s ,  m o s t  t r a v e l l e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  ~ u e l l  

a s  t h e  c o n s u l s  p o r t r a y  t h e m  a s  b e i n g  a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e a l t h y  a n d  

s e c u r e  g r o u p .  S p c a k i n r )  o f  t h e s e  A r m e n i a n s ,  o n e  t r a v e l l e r  i n  t h e  

a r e a  s a i d :  

" .  . . , t h e  h a n d s o m e s t  h o u s e s ,  t h e  f a i r e s t  g a r d e n s ,  t h e  
l a r q e s t  u J a r e h o u s c s ,  t h e  b e s t - s t o c k e d  s h o p s . .  . b e l o n g  
t o  C h r i s t i a n s .  One C h r i s t i a n  i s  a  t i t h e  f a r m e r ,  a n o t h e r  
a p u b l i c  : ~ c c o u n t a n t ,  a t h i r d  a member o f  a P r o v i n c i a l  
C o u n c i l . . . I n  a w o r d ,  ~ o a k i n g  a l l  d u e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  t h e  
d i s c j u s t  1ut1ir;h e v e r y  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  mind F e e l s  f o r  a n y  
for111 n f  w o r s h i p  o t h n r  t h a n  h i s  own,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  
n o r r n ; r l l y  rnort. i n t o l c r i + n c c ?  i n  A s i a 1 ; i c  T u r k e y  t h a n  t h e r e  
i s  i n  E n q l i l n d  o r  P r u s s i a . "  3 4  



I ~ J ~ ) a l t h y  Armenians i n  t h e  c i t i e s  w e r o  f r c q u c n t l y  e m p l o y e d  by t t l c  

O t  t n m a n  q o v r r n r n e r , t  i n  c ~ d m i n i s t r a t i v c  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  o t h c r  

H r m n n i a n s  s e r v e d  a s  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  a n d  s o  f o c t h .  

I1Jhile t h e  u r b ; ~ n  A r m e n i a n s  m3y h a v e  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  i n t e r r n i t t ~ n t l y  

by iYus l ims  who t e n d e d  t o  u s e  t h e m  a s  a s c a p e g o a t  f o r  t h e i r  i l l s ,  

t h e y  were i n  l i t t l e  r e a l  d a n g e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  C o n s u l  C l a y t o n  

n o t e d  i n  1 0 0 1  i n  Van a d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s ~  i n  d i s t r u s t  a n d  b i t t e r -  

n e s s  t o w a r d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  Y u s l i r n s .  5 u t  

h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  " .  . . d a r e  n o t  o p e n l y  show i t  e x c e p t  by 

o c c a s i o n a l  o u t b u r s t s  o f  o p p r o b r i o u s  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  o r  

e l s e ~ v h ~ r o  ~ u h e n  t h e y  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  p a s s  u n n o t i c e d . " 3 5  T h u s  e v p n  

i n  t h i s  i s o l a t e d  a r e a  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a f a i r l y  s e c u r e  

p a s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h c  c i t y  a n d  b e e n  p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n -  

m e n t .  

T h e  m o s t  ' n o t o r i o u s '  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  u r b a n  A r m e n i a n s  w a s  t n c i r  

o c c u p a t i o n  m f  m o n e y - l e n d i n g .  h o s t  o b s e r v e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  

d o m i n a t c c i  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  t h e  u r b a n  a r c a s  a n d  t o o k  u ~ h o l e s a l e  

a d v a n t a q o  o f  t h e i r  p u s i t i o n .  S p ~ a k i n g  o f  a s m a l l  to!un c a s t  o f  

S i v a s ,  o n c  t r a v e l l e r  n o t e s  t h e  F o l l o w i n g :  

---- ---. -- - -- ---- 
' 1  1 .-I~-Cl j y t r j n ,  v ~ l n ,  t o  Trotter, 26 ( ~ f  2 7  J u n e  I r j N ,  ? . l j . ,  -- 
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t l lc .  pu tuc r  o f  t l i r ?su  m c n ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  c l o s r :  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  

m o s t  P u s l i m s  h a d  o f  t h r :  m o n e y - l c n d c r s .  I n  f : - l c t ,  i n  3 n  a r e a  

u l i t h  n o  l ~ n n l t s  a n d  f r e q u e n t  f n n ~ i n o t ; ,  c r o p  r a i l u r c s ,  e a r t h q u a k e s ,  

t h e  s o c i c t y  a n d  m u s t  h z v e  f r e q u e n t l y  b e c o m e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l .  T h e  

p e a s a n t s ,  b o t h  i ~ l u s l i m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n ,  w e r e  p e r p e t u a l l y  i n  d e b t ,  

b e i n g  p r e s s u r e d  b y  tile g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  b a c k  t a x e s ,  t h e  - a s  f o r  

tribute, a n d  t h e  m o n e y - l e n d e r  f o r  i n t e r e s t e 3 '  A h i l e  u s u r i o u s  

r a t e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w e r e  i l l e g a l ,  t h e  p e 3 s a n t s '  a n d  a r t i s z n s '  

o n l y  r e c o u r s e  were ttle 1au~ c o u r t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  g ~ n c r a l l y  d o r n i n z t e d  

b y  t h n  w e a l t h y  c l a s s  o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  t h u s  s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  l e n d e r .  
3 7  

T h e  g o v e r n r n e n t s  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s  w e r e  a l s o  f r c q u c n t l y  d e p e n -  

d e n t  o n  t h e  Armenians f o r  l o a n s ,  b o t h  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

a n d  t o  m e e t  s p e c i a l  l e v i e s  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  u h i c h  w e r e  a 

c o n s t a n t  d r a i n  o n  p r o v i n c i a l  r e v e n u e s .  T h e  A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  by  n o  

m e a n s  a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  a r a p a c i o u s  g o v e r n n c n t ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  w e r e  

a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  w e a l t h  t o  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e .  
3 8 



' i h u s  w h i . 1 ~  i n  t h e  v i l . l a q e : ;  t h o  Armenians w o r e  g ~ ! n c r a l l y  a t  t h c  

m e r c y  n f  t h r ,  K u r d s ,  i n  the! c i t i e s  t h e  we:tl.tli a n d  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

t h o  Ar rncn ian  r l ~ e r c h n n t s  a n d  n o t a b l e s  e n a b l e d  t h e m  t o  p r o t e c t  

t h e  p o o r e r  u r b a n  i - i r rnonians .  T h i s  was d e s t i n e d  t o  encourage t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e  A r m e n i a n  c o m m u n i t y  b e t w e e n  

u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  a r n a s  a n d  g i v e  e a c h  g r o u p  a different p e r s p e c t i v e  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  w h a t  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  

t h e  A r m e n i a n  ' n a t i o n '  s h o u l d  t a k a .  

T h e  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p  w i t h  w h i c h  we m u s t  d e a l  a r e  t h e  

N e s t o r i a n s ,  k n o a n  by solnp a s  t h e  A s s y r i a n s .  L i k e  t h e  K u r d s ,  t h e y  

(Mere s p l i t  i n t o  t r i b a l  a n d  n o n - t r i b a l  g r o u p s ,  t h o u g h  f e w  w e r e  

n o m a d i c .  A l l  o f  t h e  N e s t q r i d n s  w c r o  t h e n  i n  t h e  H e k k i a r i  a r e a  

o f  t h e  ' Jan v i l a y ~ t ,  a r E m o t ~  a n d  r ; ; o u n t n i n o u s  a r e a  s e l d o m  v i s i t e d  

b y  r ~ p r n s c n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Ok tomsn  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  a s h i r c t  

N ~ s t o r i a n s  d i d  n o t  C i c k n o u ~ l e d g e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  P 0 r t e  n o r  

t h a t  o f  t h e  P a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  N e s t o r i a n  c h u r c h ,  who w a s  t h e  c h i e f  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  m i l l e t .  T h o s e  N e s t o r i a n s  h a d  m a i n t a i n e d  a 

r ~ l a t i v e l y  c o n s t a n t  w a r f a r e  w i t h  t h e  n o m a d i c  a n d  p a s t o r a l  K u r d s  

o f  t h e  a r e a ,  b o t h  s i d e s  b e i n q  e v e n l y  m a t c h e d .  

T h e  v i l l a q c  ~ e s t o r i z n s  w e r c  dominated b y  t h e  K u r d i s h  a q a s  

a n d  t h e i r  tribes u ~ h o  l i v e d  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  i n  i i e k k i a r i .  S i n c e  

t h e y  I!Jcrr! n o t  a s  d o c i l e  u s  t h o  A r m ~ n i a n  pE! t i s an t s  i n  o t h c r  a r e a s ,  



T u r k s  b y  o h s o r v o r s  mndc up a b o u t  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  p o r  c e n t  o f  t l ~ p  

p o ~ ~ c r 1 : l t i o n  nT t l i ~  r c q i o n .  T h e y  iuc ro  t h t .  d o m i n a n t  p c a s a n t  g r o u p  

i n  Lhc l j i v n s  v i l ~ y c . t ,  b u t  j n  o t h e r s  they wcrc c o n c o n t r a t e c i  i n  

t h c ?  c i t i e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  made u p  v i r t u : t l l y  a l l  t h a  r~ ius l i rn  p a r t  o f  

the: p o p u l a t i o n .  Thrly rucrc  Lhe a r t i s a n s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  a d i n i n i s t r z t a r s ,  

a n d  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  u r b a n  N u s l i m  n o t a b l e s  

a n d  w a r e  t h e  e l c m c n t  t h c  O t t o m a n  q o v e r n r n c n t  f p l t  i t  c o u l d  m o s t  

e a s i l y  r e l y  u p o n .  

T h o  C i r c C 3 s s i n n s ,  t h e  o t h e r  fdus l i rn  g r o u p  i n  t h c  r e g i o n ,  w r r e  

r e c e n t  i m m i y r n n t s  f r o ~ i l  a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  by R u s s i a .  T h e y  w e r e  s i ~ n i l a r  

i n  many r r s p c c t s  t o  t h p  p a s t o r a l  K u r d s ,  t h o u ~ h  t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  

nr: f i q h t c r s  w2:; c o n s i c j c r C ; b l y  h i g h c r .  T l i r r e  w F r e  s e v e r z l  c o l o n i e s  

o f  C i r c s s s i - a n :  i n  S i v ; ~ : ;  z n d  Erzri .ocjm a n d  t h c i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  

s o c i e t y  d c p ~ n d e d  on t h e  d c 9 r : -  t o  w h l c ; ~  t h e y  h a d  b c e n  a s s i m i l 2 t e d  

i n t o  t h c  c o u n t r y  a n d  g i v e n  ~ n  e c o n o m i c  r o l c  t o  p l a y *  



o p p o n e n t s .  Thp  K u r d s  p r o c n c d c d  t o  3ack t h r  v i l l a g e ,  w h i c h  

b r o u q h t  a n o t h e r  K u r d i s h  t r i b c  i n t o  t h r  c l c t i o n  t o  f i g h t  t h o  

f i r s t  t r i b e  f a r  n s h a r e  i n  t h c  I n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h i s  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r c p o r t c d  a s  a  t y p i c a l  K u r d i s h  ' o u t r a g e '  a g a i n s t  

a n  i n n o c e n t  C h r i s t i a n  v i l l a g c ,  A n o t h e r  c o n s u l  r o p o r t c d  t h a t  

among t h a  A r m e n i a n  a n d  N e s t o r i a n  v i l l a g e r s  i t  was  common f o r  

o n e  p a r t y  o f  a  q u a r r e l  t o  p a y  a  Kurd t o  r o b  o r  m u r d e r  h i s  

a d v e r s a r y ,  a c h a n c e  o f  w h i c h  t h c  Kurd  wou ld  b e  o n l y  t o o  h a p p y  t o  

t a k e  a d v a n t a g e . 4 0  9 0 t h  t h c s c  e x a m p l e s  s h o u l d  s e r v e  t o  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b c t w c c n  t h e  K u r d s  a n d  t h o  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  was much more  c o m p l e x  t h a n  m o s t  o b s e r v e r s  

i n d i c a t e .  E a c h  f u l f i l l e d  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  f u n c t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  

o t h e r ,  s u c h  a s  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  a r b i t r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p l i e s  o f  f o o d  

a n d  o t h c r  e s s e n t i a l s .  

As e a r l y  a s  1 8 8 0  t h e r e  w c r e  r u m o r s  o f  a n  a l l i a n c ~  b e t w e e n  

t h e  K u r d s  o f  t h e  Dersim a n d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

a r e a ,  who were a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n d e p e n d e n t - m i n d e d  T h i s  

a l l i a n c e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  common f o ~ ,  t h e  

O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  w o u l d  p r e s u m a b l y  h a v e  h a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  

w i t h  o t h e r  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  f o r c e s  a t  w o r k  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w h i c h  

w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .  T h i s  c x t r e m e  f o r m  o f  
- 

3 9 ~ i c c - c n n s u l  Mr. S o y a d j i a n ,  D i a r b c k i r ,  t o  C h : r r n s i d e ,  8 1  o f  
1 0  A u g u s t  1 8 8 0 ,  F . O . ,  4 2 4 / 1 6 2 .  

d O ~ l ~ y t o n ,  V a n ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  267  o f  2 5  s a y  1 8 3 0 ,  - F . O . ,  4 2 4 / 1 0 6 .  

" ~ v c r n t t ,  E r z o r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  2 o f  2 5  June 1 8 8 0 ,  - F.U., 
4 2 4 / 1 0 7 .  T h e  i>er:;im K u r d s  w e r n  a l ~ a y s  q u i t e  f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  l o c r ~ l  
C h r i s t i r ~ n s ,  u ~ h i l o  m a i n t 2 i n i n g  c o m p l o t c  h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  
A r m e n i a n s  urnrcr! t h c  people a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  f r c c l y  i n  t h c  f f o r s i m ,  
u ~ h r r o  n o  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r  w o u l d  d a r e  s e t  f o o t .  



r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  o n  a c t i v c  alliance, was t h e  g r e a t e s t  f c a r  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  q o v o r n m c n t  i n  t h e  are:! and s o m e t h i n g  t h c y  w o r k e d  a g a i n s t  

c o n s t a n t l y .  

T h e  p r c s c n c c  o f  s u c h  a  v a r i e d  p o p u l a t i o n  was t o  b o t h  c o m p l i -  

c 3 t b  and  f a c i l i t a t e  O t t o m 3 n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and t o  g e n e r a t e  

much i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  E u r o p e a n s .  The c o n f l i c t s  i u i t h i n  

~ a c h  q r o u p  and b e t l ~ ~ e c n  g r o u p s  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e  o f  f r e q u e n t  

c i v i l  d i s o r d e r s  o f  t h c  r e q i o n ,  w h i c h  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  

i n  p r c v c n t i n a  a n y  k i n d  o f  r e a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r e a  b y  t h e  O t t o -  

mans. A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  many o f  t h ~ s e  

c o n f l i c t s  madc i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h c  g o v r r n m c n t  t o  u s e  one g r o u p  

a q a i n s t  a n o t h e r  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  and t h u s  a t  l e a s t  m a i n t a i n  a 

g o v e r n m e n t  p r a s e n c e  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  t h e  d o m i n a n t  m i l i t a r y  

and c i v i l  f o r c e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A p e r s e c u t e d  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

w h i c h  luas t h e  common vieinr i n  t h e  l ~ e s t  o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  

A r m e n i a n s  and  ~ c s t o r i n n s ,  a n d  t h e  p r s s e n c e  o f  many m i s s i o n a r i e s  

u ~ o r k i n g  t ~ i t h i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  made E u r o p e a n  i n v o l v e -  

men t  i n  t h o  internal a f f q a i r s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  a l l  b u t  inevitable. 



I n  t h c  ].:\st c l ~ ; l l ~ t c r  t h e  r e l a t ; . i v c  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  r o l e s  o f  

t h c  v a r i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o u p s  i n  c a s t ~ r n  A n a t o l i a  l u c r e  

d i s c u s s e d .  T h e  K u r d s  ~ n ; i , q ~ J  3s L h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e s e  

g r o u p s ,  b o t h  i n  relation t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  g ~ v e r n m e n t  a n d  i n  1 o c : l l  

a f f a i r s .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  v ~ i l l  c e n t c r  o n  t h e  r o l e  

o f  a n o t h o r  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o ? u l a t i o n ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  a n d  t h e  

a s p e c t s  o f  1 r 1 c a 1  ~ _ j o v e r n , n ~ n t  t h r o u g h  ~ u h i c / ~  they m a d e  t h e i r  i n f l u -  

e n c e  f e l t .  i ~ i e ~ n b e r s h i i _ ,  irl t h i s  g r o u p  [Mas n o t  bast-d on  r a c c ,  b u t  

o n  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o i n i c  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  T h u s  t h c  

n o t 2 1 b l c s  i n c ? u d c d  t h c  { ( u r d i s h  t r i b c l  l e e d e r s ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n  a n d  

? u s l i m  m e r c h n n t s ,  r c l i q i o u s  l e a d e r s  a n d  d i g n i t a r i c s ,  a n d  mcn 

w h o s e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w:ls b a s e d  o n  t r a d i t i o n 2 1  2nd 

i n h e r i t e d  prestige..' I t  was t h i s  g r o u p ,  u ~ i t h  i t s  v a r i e d  a n d  

o f t c n  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  

t h o  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  

n o t a b l e s  u s e d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  t h e i r  

m o s t  corrimon Inode o f  e x p y e s s i o n ,  a n d  i t  i s  t o  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

t h a t  we m u s t  f i r s t  t u r n .  



i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

was t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o P  f i rm c o n t r o l  o v c r  t h e  a d r i i i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  v i l a y e t s .  'TI\e p r i m a r y  l o y a l t y  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  was 

t o  b e  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o t  t o  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  a s  

h a d  b o e n  t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  p a s t  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  O n e  o f  

t h e  k e y  f a c t o r s  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l o y a l t y  was t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

d u r i n g  t h e  T a n z i m a t  p e r i o d .  T h e  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  

w a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i c h  m a d e  e a c h  

o f f i c i a l  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r i o r  f o r  t e n u r e ,  

p r o m o t i o n ,  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  w i t h  t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  

C o n s t a n t i n a p l e .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  s y s t e m  t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  t h e  P o r t e  

w o u l d  p r e s u m a b l y  h a v e  a d i r e c t  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  v i l a y e t  o f f i c i a l s ,  

f r o m  t h e  - v a l i  t o  t h e  h e a d m a n  o f  t h e  s n z l l e s t  g r o u p  o f  v i l l a g e s .  

As d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  O n e ,  t h e  v i l a y e t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  E m p i r e  h a d  b e e n  r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  1 8 6 i 3 ' s ,  t h e  o l d  e y a l e t s  

b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  s m a l l e r  v i l a y e t s .  T h u s  E r z c r o u m ,  w h i c h  

h a d  b e e n  a n  e y 3 l e t  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s i z e ,  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  

v i l a y e t s ;  E r z e r o u m ,  H e k k i a r i ,  B i t l i s ,  D e r s i m ,  a n d  Ka r sO2  T h e  

v i l a y o t s  were f u r t h e r  r e a r r a n g e d  i n  1 6 8 0  w i t h  K h a r p u t  b e c o m i n g  

a  s e p a r a t e  v i l a y e t .  I n  c r e a t i n g  t h e s e  new v i l a y e t s  t h e  o l d  o n e s  

u~e re  o b v i o u s l y  b e i n g  m a d e  e v c n  s m a l l e r ;  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  -- s a n d j a k  

o f  Mush was t a k e n  f r o m  E r z c r o u m  i n  1 8 6 0  a n d  a s s i g n e d  t o  d i t l i s ,  

a n d  S e r t  t a k e n  f r o m  3 i a r b e k i r  a n d  g i v e n  t o  K h a r p u t .  Sy m a k i n g  

H ~ l k k i a r i  iuos u n i t e d  w i t h  Van a n d  D c r s i m  u r i t h  l i h 2 r p u t .  \I. C u i n e t ,  
o n . c i t  i ,  p .  133. 2 '  



the! v i  l a y r l t s  s n ~ a l l c r  a n d  Inert? n u m o r o u s  t h c  c c n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

a c c o r n p l l  s h c d  s ~ v o r n l  o f  i t s  q o a l s .  a c i n g  s m n l l e r ,  t h e y  w o r e  

I c s s  p o w e r f u l  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  i s ,  

t h r !  v a l i s  h a d  l e s s  w e a l t h  a n d  r p s c l u r c e s  a t t t h o i r  d i s p o s a l  a n d  

W P ~ R  t h u s  m o r e  c i c p c n d c n t  o n  s u p p o r t  From C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  T h e  

r u l e r  o f  a n  a r e a  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  o l d  e y a l e t  o f  E r z c r o u r n  h a d  

c o n t r o l  o v r r  v a s t  r ~ s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  m a n p o w e r ,  m a t e r i a l  

g o o d s ,  w e a p o n s ,  a n d  w e n l t h ,  a n d  h e  c o u l d  f r e q u e n t l y  u s @  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  t o  q r ~ a t  p p r s o n n l  a d v a n t a g e .  I n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  - v a l i  

o f  t h e  much s m n l l r r  v i l a y e t  o f  E r z c r o u m  w a s  h a r d  p r e s s e d  t o  meet 

h i s  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i q a t . i o n s  t o  t h e  P o r t e  a n d  h i s  p r o v i n c e .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  L J J C ~ C  marly m o r e  s d 1 n i n i s t r 3 t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  t o  f i l l  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a f t e r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  

v a l i s  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  c o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  -- 

u i t h  q r c a t e r  c a s e  a n d  t h u s  b e  prevented f r o m  b u i l d i n g  l o c a l  

s u p p o r t .  3 e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  

decreased w e a l t h  a n d  power  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  v a l i ,  

t h e i r  p r e s t i q e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  u ~ e a k e n s d .  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  i n  

O t t o m a n  r c n r g a n i z a t i c n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w 3 s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  



t h o  q o v e r n o r s  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  m a i n  a t j ~ n i n i s t r c i t i v c  l e v e l s  a n d  

t h t j i r  , i s s i : ; t , a n t s ,  t l l c re  ~ucrtl a d m i n i s t r c ~ L i v c  c o u n c i l s  a n d  j u d i c i a l  

c o u r t s  a t  e a c h  l e v e l  a n d  t h o  n u m e r o u s  b u r o : w c r a t i c  personnel 

n e e d e d  t o  r u n  a n y  ' m o d e r n '  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m .  T h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h c  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  Mere a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  

P o r t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  v a l i s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  m e t h o d s  

o f  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c ~ r s  o f  t h e  

v i l a y e t s .  O T f i c i a l s  a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r  i n c l u d c d  t h e  

d e f t c r d a r  - ( c o n . t r o l l c r  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e )  ~ u h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h ~  

P l i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a n d  k e e p e r  

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a r c h i v e s ,  a n d  a p o l i t i a a l  a s s i s t <  !it,  u s u a l l y  

a  C h r i s t i a n ,  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r s  ( v 3 1 i ,  r n u t e s ? r r i f ,  .-- a n d  

k a i m a k n m )  who s e r v e d  a s  a b u f f e r  b e t u e e n  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  - 
c o n s u l s  a n d  l o c a l  m i l l e t  r c p r e s . n t a t i v s s . '  T h e  r n u t e s a r r i f s  a n d  

i n  some c a s e s  e v e n  t h e  k a j r n a k 3 r n s  w e r e  a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  

F o r t e .  T h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  were i n  m o s t  c a s e s  n o t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

a r e a  b u t  tuere s e n t  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  o r  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e .  T h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h o w c v e r ,  h a d  fctu men a v a i l a b l e  

who  were q u a l i f i e d  f o r  h i g h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c o u l d  

a f f o r d  t o  s e n d  o n l y  a s m a l l  n u m b e r  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t o  p r o v i n c e s  3s f a r  a u a y  as t h o s e  o f  e a s t e r n  l l n a t o l i a .  T h u s ,  
-.--- -- 

'Thr: n.1hjyl-?5,  o r  cornmunc:;,  ~ e r e  s u p p o s : ~ d  Lo  b e  t h e  a d r n i n i s -  
t r n t i v e  s L r ~ ~ c t u r a  be lour  t h e  1:,1za, c o i l i p r i s i n g  a q r o u p  o f  v i l l d g e s  
h e a d o d  b y  a i n ~ ~ k h t , ~ ~ ,  o r  r n ~ i y o r ,  b u t  n o  r e a l  a t t e m p t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  
b y  101:0 t o  o;~al~lish t he111  i n  c a s t e r n  H n a t o l i a .  



w i t h  thc? ~ ? x c c p l ; i o n  or t h e  t c ~ p  p o s i t i o n s ,  m o s t  o f  t l l c  a d m i n i s -  

t r a t . i o n  U I ~ I S  nlilnncd by p t l o p l a  oF  l o c a l  o r i g i n ,  ninny O F  whom d i d  

n o t  s h a r o  t h e  government ' s P e t z l i n g s  a b o u t  r u r o r r n  a n d  c e n t r a l i -  

~ n t i u n . ~  I t  was i n  t h i s  r e  o f  t h e  u d r n i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

terms ' o f f i c i a l '  a n d  ' n o t a b l e '  become  s o m e w h a t  c o n f u s i n g .  I n  

many c a s c s  t h e  y o v e r n n e n t  o F F i c i a l s  were i n  f a c t  n o t a b l e s ,  o r  

p e o p l e  i n  t h ~ !  p a y  o f  n o t a b l e s .  T l r u s ,  when we r e f e r  t o  t h e  

n o t a b l e s  b e i n q  i n  o p l ~ o s i t i o n  t o  tl-ie l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  t h e  r e T e r e n c e  i s  t o  t h e  h i g h c r  e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

g o v c r n r n c n t  a n d  t u  t h e  i d e a l  c o n c e p t  oP  t h e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  l o y a ? L y  

o f  t h e  gove rn r r l en t  o r f i c i a l .  

T h e  l a ~ l s  o f  t h e  E ln i l i r e  a n d  f h e  e n t i r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

s t r u c t u r r :  " # ? r e  d e v i s e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  b y  men whu were a t  

6 i  
o ~ e t  n rc-)ugh i d e a  o f  t h e  number  o f  o f f i c i a l s  n e c e s s z r y  

t o  man t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t c m  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  O t t o m a n s ,  t h e  
f o l l o l . u i n g  l i s t  o f  qovc rq rnc r l t  o f f i c i r i l s  i n  t i l e  s : : n d j s k  o f  - 
E r z i n c a n  i s  provided: 
T G ~ J  t e sa r  r .i. f 
---A 

D e p u t y  Hsst. D e f t e r d a r  - 
1 d a r ~ : h  11i;.i ' 1 . i ~ ~  ( 4  i i i c i n b ~ l ' s )  - . A _ - -  C h i e ?  A r i t e r  
Chief 1:Jritcr 2 Asst. d r i t e r s  
Asst. : h ' r i t e r  T a x - C o l l e c t  o r  
C o u r t  of 1 s t  I n s t n n c c  Asst, T a x - C o l l e c t o r  

A. C i v i l  6 s u b - c o l l ~ c t o r s  
P r e s i d e n t  ( K s d i  ) t i t h e - c o l l e c t o r  
2 rrlerii h e r  s E v k a f  h iud i r  ( m o r t g a g e s )  
1 honc;r?nry rncmb~lr Hsst h u d i r  
C h i e f  : J r i t e r  --- T s h r j , r ; t t  ~ . ' i u d i r  
2 Asst. ~ u r i t e r . 5  C h i e f '  : i i r i t ; e r  ,: 2 k s s t c ; .  



1t.ost. s u p c 1 r T i c i : l l l y  v ~ c s t c r . r l i i i ~ d  a n d  uho u s c d  t h r  d e b t ,  [ ~ a r t i ~ u -  

l n r l y  F r : ~ n c r . ,  n: ,I rnoclol f o r  r e f o r m .  T h e  d p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h r s c  

1 , l w s  i n  t h o  v i l a y c t s  d c ~ p c n d r ~ t l  o n  n v r l r y  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  

o f f ' i c i n l r ; ,  m r n  who i n  m o s t  ccisc: ;  l u c r e  u n f < : r n i l i a r  d n d  u n e n c h  intcbd 

l u i t l i  t l r c  !lest, a n d  i i r i th  r i t h e r  l c s s  v r s t e d  i n t o r e s t  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  

n f  t h e  r e f o r m s  o r  c v o n  a v e s t e d  i n t c r e s t  i n  t h e i r  f a i l u r e ,  T h e  

p n r f o r m z n c e  o f  t h e s e  o f T i c i a l s  tuas g G j n e r a l l y  o f  p o o r  q u a l i t y  b y  

s t a n d a r d s  s o t  i n  C o n s t : ~ n t i n o ~ l e .  T h o s e  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  

r l ~ h o  d i d  s u l ~ p o r i ;  t h e  re fo r in : ;  u s u s l l y  d e s p a i r e d  o f  a n y  c h a n c e  o f  

s u c c e s s  z f t e r  a s h o r t  s k a y  i n  e : i s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  N o n e  o f  t h e  

o f f i c i a l s  Luerc regularly p a i d  a n d  t h e i r  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w e r e  s e l -  

dom s e c u r e .  T h e  f e a r  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  

t h r !  v i l a y c t s  as f 2 r  allJay a s  t h e s o  r n i q h t  e n t e r t a i n  i d e a s  o f  

s o ~ a r a t i s r ~ i  o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  m a d e  t r a n s ?  e r  s o f  o f f i c i a l s  a f r e q u e n t  

o c c u r r e n c e .  I n  z d d i t i o n ,  c o r r u p t i o n  w a s  s u c h  a n  i n g r a i n e d  f e a t u r e  

o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  q o v e r n r n e n t  b y  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  a l l  

p r o v i n c i n l  o f f i c i a l s  h a d  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  e x p e n d  money  t o  b o t h  

m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  o r  t o  a d v a n c e ,  f o r c i n g  t h e m ,  i n  many  

c a s e s ,  t o  sacrifice t h e i r  i d e a l s  o f  g o o d  govc-? rn r t i en t  t o  t h e  

r e a l . i t y  o f  r n o n c t c l r y  n e ~ d  a n d  s u r v i v a l ,  7 

7 ~ h c  ulorti ' c r , r r r ~ p t i o n '  , l i k c  ' d e c l i n e ' ,  ' p r o q r c s s '  , a n 3  
r ~ l a n y  o t h c > r s ,  i s  i n h ~ r c n t l y  n v a l u e  j u d q c m e n t  a n d  t h u s  r e q u i r e s  
sornc  c ~ p l ; ; n : l i . i u r l .  T l l r ~  a c t i v i t y  u ~ h i c h  t h e  iunrd  r e f e r s  t o  i n  t h i ;  
s t u d t  i r ~ c l t ~ d c s  p r l y m c n t s  t o  r l o v c r n r n ~ n t  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  s e r v i c e : ;  
r c n d c r c l d ,  ~ ~ s c  o f  f a i l l i l y  d n d  o t h c r  c o n n c c t i o r i s  i n  a d ~ n i m i s t r a t i v e  
a n d  l r l r l n l   or ,)ntJ o t h c r  c x t r a - l t q a l  o r  i l l c q a l  a c t i v i t y .  
T h i s  I,yprl o f  a c t i v i t y  w , t s  r r r ~ w n c d  u o o n  n o t  o n l y  by  t h e  E u r o p t d n  
C J ~ ~ J C :  b u t  , j l . r , r ~  b y  m o s t  of' t h e  u r c s t ~ r n i z t - 3 d  O t t o m a n s  who saw 
i t  a ;  n p < ~ r t  o f  t h e  ' t r a d i t i o n a l '  s y s t t l r n  'lnrj a r o a d b l o c k  t o  
rof 'or~l l .  ! l l i l p  i n  soma c,isr!s t h c  c o r r u p t  p r L l c t i c o s  l e d  t o  
nllpl '"sr;  i o n  and r i ~ i c ; , ~ r > v c > r n r n r n t ,  i n  many others i t  s i m p l y  mad€: 
r0011 f o r  l o c < l l  ~ o ~ ( J i l ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  a n d  c i r c u r i ~ s t ~ n c c : ~  i n  y o v c r n r n r n t  



F o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l 5 i  s e n t  f r o m  C o n ~ t ~ ~ n t i n o p l r ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  

f r o m  u ~ h n t  w a s  f o r  t h c m  ' c i v i l i z ~ l t i o n '  a n d  t h e  p r ~ ~ v a l c r l c e  o f  

v i o l c n c o  a n d  t u r m o i l  w c r n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e i r  g e n e r a l l y  

l ow r n o r a l o .  T h i s  l ed  t h c ~ i l  t o  s p e n d  much  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  t h e  

r e q i o n  a m a s s i n g  o n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  p u r c h a s e  a p o s i t i o n  i n  a more 

d e s i r a b l c  p a r t  o f  t h o  E m p i r e .  An e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  

i s o l a t i o n  w a s  g i v c n  by t h e  wr i t e r  F r e y a  S t a r k  w h i l e  c o m m e n t i n g  

o n  h c s  j o u r n e y  i n  h o k k i a r i  i n  t h e  1 9 5 8 ' s .  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  

T u r k i s h  o f f i c j . n l s  a t t h a t  t i m e ,  s h c  s a y s z  

" I t  was n o  p l c a s u r n  t o  a n y  o f  t h c m  t o  b e  p o s t e d  h e r e  
( ~ u l a m e r i c ) ,  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  n u t p o s t  o f  t h e i r  r u l e .  E v e n  
w i t h  t h e  r o a d  rnndc, i t  t a k e s  a man o n  f o o t  f o u r  d a y s  
t o  b r i n g  l e t t c r s  as f a r  a s  S a s h k a l a  d u r i n g  t h e  s i x  
m o n t h ' s  w . i n t c r  u ~ h e n  r i d i n g  i s  o f t c n  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
a n d  t h o  f a r t h ~ r  way t o  h n k k i a r i  i s  o n l y  v e n t u r e d  o n  
a c c o r d i n q  t o  t t \ e  v i l e n t h c r . .  . . T h e  c o i i i p l i c n t i o n s  o f  l i v i n g  
[ N o r e  c a u s e d  b y  t h c  d i f r i c u l t y  o f  c 3 r r y i n q  o n  p e r n a n r - n t  
h o u s e k c c p i r i g  i n  n n!,instl c c u n t r y  --  ~tiiiere t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n h a b i t s  its v i 1 l . a ~ ~ ~  i n  u ~ i n t o r  o n l y ,  a n d  s p c n d s  a l l  
t h e  s~.rrnir,~r 1 ~ 0 n t l 7 s  i n  t h e  h i g h  y- '12s l- w i t h  i t s  r l o c k s . .  . 
fe iu  o ?  t h e  q o v s r ~ ~ l n c n t  o f f i c i a l s  k e p t  t h e i r  u d i v c s  t h c r e ,  
~ ~ i l i l e  t h e  r ~ o v e r n m e n t ;  d o e s  i t s  b a s t  t o  s c n d  o n l y  y o u n 9  
b a c h e l o r s ,  who  a r c  S r o k c n  i n  d u r i n g  L h c  f i r s t  t h r e e  
Y C ~ T - ?  n r  S O  ~f t h e i r  c n r e c ? r s . " ,  

u 

d a n g e r  m u c h  q r c a t e r  i n  t h r :  1 0 9 0 ' s ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  m a n y  

f a m i l i e n  , j c c o l i l ~ n n i p d  t t l r :  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  T h i s  



o f  I l i to rndn  s o c  i r i t y ,  t h o  i n t r a n s i q c ~ n c c  o f  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  

and n n t k l l ~ l c ~ r , ,  t h e  t l i f f i c u l t i c s  p o s e d  by t h e  K u r d s ,  p l u s  t h e  

c o r r u p t i o n  2nd r r c q u r n t  s i q n s  o f  l a c k  o f  i n t r r c s t  shown by 

C o n s t n n t i n o p l  c ,  m<lcie f o r  ~3 q c n e r a l l y  l o ~ u  m o r a l e  a n d  p o o r  

q u a l i t y  i n  O t t o m n n  o f f i c i a l s  i n  p a s t e r n  A n n t o l i a .  T h i s  f a c t o r  

b e c o m e s  o f  c r u c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  when l a r g e  s c a l e  r e f o r m s  a r e  

a t t e m p t e d  i n  t h e  1 0 0 0 ' s  L ~ n d  90's. 

One o f  t h c  d i l e m n ~ a s  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  was  

demonstrated i n  t h e  v a r y i n g  ~ l m u u n t  o f  potuer a n d  i n f l u e n c e  g i v e n  

t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  ~ f r i c i ~ ~ l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  v a l i .  Cn t h e  o n e  - 
h a n d ,  t h c  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  

r e f o r m s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c f f i c i e n t  g o v ~ r n m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

t o  i m p l e i n n n t  t h e s e  r e r o r r n s .  Gn t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  government 

w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  on q u z r d  a q a i n s t  a n y  t h r e a t  o f  r e b e l l i o n  by 

K u r d s  o r  A r m e n i a n s  a s  u ~ c l l  a s  a n y  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

a t t i t u d e  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  a n  o f f i c i a l .  T h e  c h a n g e s  a n d  r e f o r m s  

t e n d e d  t o  u p s e t  t h o s e  i n  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

a n d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  who w e r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  

t h u s  i n c r s a s i n g  t h e  c h a n c e s  f o r  r e b e l l i o n .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t r i e d  

t o  f i n d  a m i d d l e  r o a d  b e t m e e n  g i v i n g  t h e  v a l i s  e n o u g h  power  t o  

a d m i n i s t e r  t h e i r  a r e a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  y e t  m a i n t a i n  e n o u g h  

c o n t r o l  t o  k e e p  t h e m  d e p e n d e n t  o n  s u p p o r t  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l c .  

T h i s  t n n d c d  t o  k o e p  t h e  -- v a l i s  s u b s e r v i e n t  a n d  t e m p e r e d  t h e  

- ~ -~ -- - 

' J ~ h s  n o t , a b l c n .  r j o s p i t e  t , h r i r  o p p r , 5 i t , i o n  t o  inany u f  t i ~ c  
qovr?rnrnr :nt  ' r ;  ~ ~ n l i c i c r ; ,  wr:re :in i m p o r  t i l n t  s o u r c c  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  
Lhr? i i a rn id i  ; in  rnq i~r ic -? .  12pinc.l riiore t r  ; ~ d i  t i n n - o r i c r i t c d  t h a n  !no:;t 
o:.hcr. qroufl : ;  i n  ~ t ; l ; h n , ; ~ ~  society, th i :  S u l t a n  c o u l d  m o r e  rc!;idi.ly 
r o l y  nn t h v ~ :  10 : ;uppor.t  l;hc.! Oi.11.i o ~ ; I ~ ; F ?  a n d  t h e  i d p a  oP t h c  I s l ; ~ r i i . i c  
st,:!t;r:. [ice ~ h n p t ; r ? r  s i x  To r  , l lorp d p t ~ j i l ~  un t h i s .  



m o r e  a n d  m o r c  t o w l t r d  p l a c i n g  r e s L r i c L i a n s  on  t h e  v < i l i ?  n h i c i i  -- 
i n  somc i n s t , i n c c s  n ~ n d c  f o r  g r e a t e r  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  a n d  i n  

o t h e r s  s i m p l y  q a v e  m o r e  i n f 1 u c ) n c e  t o  t h o  l u c d l  notables. 

A qoorl a x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  

v n l i s ,  o n e  t h e  c o n s u l s  m e n t i o n e d  f r c q u c n t l y ,  was t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  u v c r  a n d  i n t e r f e r o n c c  w i t h  t h c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  j u s t i c e .  I n  a V i z i r a l  C i r c u l a r  o f  1 8 7 2 ,  t h e  v a l i s  u re rc  g i v e n  

polvJcr t o  c x ~ r c i s c  o n l y  3 g r n c r a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  o v c r  t h e  c o u r t s ,  

w i t t i  a viclu t o  s e c u r i n q  t h e  p r o m p t  and c e r t a i n  d e s p a t c h  o f  

b u s i n ~ s s .  T h i s  was i n  r c ; l c t i o n  t o  c o m p l a i n t s  made b y  E u r o p e a n s  

a n d  o t h c r s  o f  c i v i l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c o u r t s .  

I n  1976, t h e  p o w o r s  o f  t h n  v a l i s  were f u r t h e r  r e d u c e d ;  t h e y  

w e r e  f o r b i d d e n  f r o m  i n t e r f c r i n q  i n  a n y  wzy w i t h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  

i n  t h c  c o u r t s  o r  t o  c i l t c ~ n p t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  

c o u r t s .  I f  c o m p l a i n t s  l ve re  made t o  t h e m  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a d r n i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  t h e y  c o u l d  o n l y  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  - k a d i  anti  

r e p o r t  t o  t h e  [ ( i i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  
1 0  

T h e s e  movos  were f o l l o w e d  b y  a r e f o r m i n g  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  

j u d i c i a l  system, w i t h  t h e  nela i n s t i t u t i o n s  m o d e l l e d  a f t ~ ~ r  t h e  

E u r o p o : l n  e x < \ m p l c .  ;,10st o f  t h c  3 r i t i s h  c o n s u l s  r u u n d l y  c o n d e m n e d  



administrative o f f i c i , , l  t o  s t o p  f l a g r a n t  a b u s e s  o f  t i l e  1 z ~ u  2nd 

i n j u s t i c e . ; ,  b u t  nokij t h c  v s l l i s  c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o  potucr --- 
i n  s u c h  m a t t e r s .  " 3 c c o u s o  o r  r e f o r m ,  t h s  responsibility f o r  

o f  t h c  v f i l i  n l i r j i t  h a v p  worked  t o  h i s  a d v a n t a q e  s i n c e  h e  n o  --- 
l o n q ~ d r  h z d  t o  p l a y  a r o l ~  i n  th is  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i 3 1  f i e l d ,  i n  

;1ct.u*11 f a c t  i t  d i d  n o t .  111 t h p  p r o v i n c e s  t h e  a c t  o f  g o v e r n i n g  

IWRS 3 c o n s t a n t  s t r u g a 1 . c  b c t w c e n  t h r  r c p s e s c n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  

q o v c r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s .  T h c  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l i  

f r o m  i n t c r f c r i n ~ q  i n  t h c  c o u r t s  rneank rnorc i n f l u e n c e  f o r  t h e  

r i o k , n b l ~ s ,  who u s u a l l y  h e l d  m o s t  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  I n  

many c a s e s  t h e  r e f o r m s  w c r c  l a r q e l y  irrelevant s i n c e  t h e  -- v n l i  - 

arid n n t a b l c s  were i n  c l o s c  c o o p c r z t i o n  a n y w z y ,  b u t  t h e y  w a r e  

h i r j l ~ l y  s i c j n i f i c z n ' i  i n  o t i ~ z r  i n s t a n c e s  s i n c e  t h c y  p r z v e n t o d  3ny  



u n i t s  i n  c ! : ~ s t o r n  A n a t n l i n  w o r e  ;?:;:;icjnpd t o  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s ,  

~ u h i c h  u : ; u : ~ l l y  c o m p r i s e d  thrr : !c  o r  rnorc  v i l a y t ? t s .  P c r i n i s s i o n  t n  

u s e  r c g u l n r  t r o o p s  h a d  t o  Iso o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  c o i n m a n d ~ ~ r  o f  

t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t ,  who i n  t u r n  h a d  t o  a s k  f o r  a p p r o v a l  fr01i1 

C o n s t n n t i n o p l c .  T h e  p e r m i s s i o n  I M ~ S  u s u a l l y  n o t  g i v e n .  T h e  

d i s t r i c t  c o m m a n d e r s  l u c r e  i n s k r u c t e d  by  t h e  K i n i s t r y  o f  Ldar n o t  

t o  u s c  r e g u l a r  t r o o p s  e x c e p t  i n  c a s e  o f  e x t r e m e  l o c a l  c r n e r g ~ n c y ,  

s o  3s t o  k e e p  t h e m  i n  c o n s t a n t  r c a d i n e s s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  u s e .  T h e  

cominnnd t .> rs  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  u e r e  u s u a l l y  c o m p e t i t o r s  

t o  t h e  v a l i s  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  b o t h  l o c ~ l l y  2 n d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  

T h i s  w a s  a n o t h e r  c a s e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  b a l a n c i n g  o n e  

q r o u p  o r  p o w e r  f a c t o r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  s o  t h a t  n i e t h c r  w a s  a b l e  t o  

d o ~ n i n a t e  .. 
i ~ i o s t  v a l i s  w e r e  a e l a t i v e l y  h e l p l e s s  i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  

r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o f  t h e i r  a r e a s ,  t h e  l o c a l  

n o t ; ? b l c s ,  t o  a c t u : j l l y  g o v s r n  t h e  v i l a y e t .  I n  some c a s e s ,  

u s u a l l y  i ~ h e n  h e  was a b l e  t o  utilize? t h e  O t t o m a n  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  

i n  h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  v a l i  U J ~ S  a b l e  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  v i l a y e t  a n d  -- 

f o r c e  t h e  n o t a b l e s  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  h i m .  A t  b e s t ,  

h i s  j o b  wzs a d e l i c a t e  b a l z n c i n q  a c t ,  u s i n g  t n a n i p u l z t i o n  a n d  

s e l e c t i v e  r e p r e s s i o n  t o  m a i n t z i n  c o n t r o l .  T o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h c  -- v a l i  

o f  v a n  i n  1n34, has~?* p a s h a ,  a l l o w e d ,  i n  f a c t  dcrnandcd, t h c i t  

h i s  o f f i c i r ; l s  t ; l k c  bribes. r \ l ~ t ~ b l e s  L U ~ O  wrlrr! kno;un t o  be 

c o r r u p t  u~c-:re q i v e n  p o s t s  w . i t h . i n  t h o  v i l c t y c t ,  i n  a n  3 i ; t e r i ip t  t o  

Lhpr r :by  c n n k r c ~ l  tl-,rril. "TI l i r ,  I I J : ~ ~  o n l y  cine i n s t r i r i c c  o f  many  cnc;r!s 

j n  ~ ~ ~ h i l ; l - l  f ; l l~ !  \ / ~ ] . j .  i l z s  ( ~ ~ i v p n  i i n ~ o r t ; l n , k  ( I r f i C ~ ? : ;  t o  ~ C o U n d r ~ l ~  [Jf - 



hi . ;  own cnds  by  I io ld i~ i ! l  o v c r  t t i ~ l n  t h e  ? c a r  o f  puriishriicnt:  f o r  

t h n i r  n ~ i n d r c ~ l s . " "  U s u a l l y ,  I ~ o i u r v r r ,  t h e  v n l i  was i n  a v e r y  -- 
p r c c < l r i o u s  p o s i t i o n  i n  r c l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l o ~ e r  o f r i c i a l s  a n d  

t h e  n n t a b l c ? s .  s i n c e  h o  [ l i d  n o t  a p p o i n t  t h e  r , i u t n s a r r i f s  o r  h i c j h e r  - 
j u d i c i ; ) l l  o f f i c i a l s ,  Lhcjy h a d  t h e i r  UlrJn connections i n  C o n s t a n t i n -  

o p l e  u h i c l i  cou1.d b e  frequently u s e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  v s l i :  - 

" . . . t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h c  1 ~ ~ 3 ~ i t i o n  i s  increased b y  
the' r r ~ c u ~ ~ n i z t - ~ c !  S Y : , ~ P , I I  o f  c s p i ~ n ? q ~ ?  a n d  i n t r i ~ u e ,  
w h i c h  rnzkcz i t  p o s s i b l c  f o r  a V a l i  t o  bu c o n s t a n t l y  
e i n ; ~ r ~ r , l s s c J ,  i f  n o t  a c t u z l l y  i n t i : i i i d a t c J ,  b y  h i s  
i n f e r i o r ,  ~ u h o  may b c  a t  a n y  rno~ncnt  i n  t e 1 o ~ : r a p h i c  
c o i u n l u n i c a t i o n  i u i t h  p c r s o n s  o f  i n f l u c n c o  i n  C o n s k z n -  
t i n o p l ~ . " , , ~  

T h e  va1 i . s  had  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  oLIJn f r i c n d s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  

d i s c o n t c n k c d  o r  ;mb . i t . i ous  e n o u g h  t o  try a n d  u n s e a t  h i m .  T h e  



[ ~ n d  ~ ~ o o n o r n i c  p o s i k . i ~ ~ n  r ! n t i t l ~ ~ c l  thcn i  Lo Ih iqh  p o r - ; i t ; i o n s ,  ,lnJ t;ilo 

I r d i i r  ' i . i . 1 ,  s u c h  < i s  l r j s s c r  r c l i q i o u s  

r u n c t i n n a r i c s ,  a n d  t i l e  h e a d r n c n  o f  v i l l a y c ! ~ ,  whu ;ucrc! g i v e n  

o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  arid r c c o q n i l ; i o n .  E v e n  thou:_ih  t h e s e  men r e t a i n e d  

much  o f  t h e  p o w e r  2 n d  t u c n l t h  w h i c h  h a d  a c c r u e d  t o  t h e m  u n d e r  

t h o  p r ~ v i o u s  s y s t c i n ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  r e s e n t m e n t  

zinonc) t h e  n o t a b l e s  b c c : ~ u : ; e  o f  t h c  t h e o r c t i c n l  l i m i t a t i o n  of- '  

t h e i r  po!ucrs a n d  ' i h c i r  f o r c c i l  a c k n o ~ u l c d g ~ m c n t  o f  t h c  s o v e r e i y n t y  

o f  t h e  G t t o m a n  government. IGhilr? i n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h ~ y  c o u l d  n o t  

o p e n l y  r e b c l  a g a i n s t  t h o  central a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s  w e r e  

a b l e  t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n k l y  o b s t r u c t i v e  d n d  a s s e r t e d  t h e i r  i n d e p e n -  

d e n c e  u ~ h e n ~ v e ~  p o s s i b l e .  3 y  h a v i n g  t o  r e l y  o n  t h e s e  men t h e  

OtLom:3n g o v t 2 r n r n c n t  s e v c r e l y  c o i n p r o m i s c ~ ! d  a n y  c h z n c e  f o r  s u b s t z n -  

t i a l  a n d  q u a l i t a L i v e  c h a n ~ j e s  i n  r r i s t t e r s  ui" a d r i i i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

m i n o r i t y  r i g h t s ,  <?nd s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  t h e y  h d d  l i t t l e  c h o i c e .  

T h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  d e l e q z t i o n  o f  p o w e r s  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  

o f f i c i a l s  i s  n p r i m e  cxan ip lc !  O F  t h c  k i n d  o f  d u a l i s r i ~  i uh i ch  many 

s c h o l a r s  s a y  was t h e  ir iost  s a l i e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  C t t o r n a n  

E m p i r e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  kiahmud I 1  h s d  w a n t e d  w e s t s r n i -  

z n t i o n  t o  h p l p  m ~ t i n t a i n  a t r a d i t i o n 2 1  s y s t c m ,  t h c  Yuung G t t o n a m s  

were ' l i b c ? r ; l l s l  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p a n - I s l a r , l i s t s ,  a n d  

;" i i~ciulhz~rr~i .d  1,4~anLccJ c c n t r n l i z t ~ t , i o n  2 n d  a t  Lhc s a i n r  t i i n € !  t i l e  

l o y : ~ l l ; y  o f  tho:;r! who ~ u o l ~ l d  s u f f e r  ~ i i o s t  frcjrii t h a t ;  c e n t r : i l i z a t i o n .  



PART I 1  

T h e  r a l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  n o t a b l e ,  and p e a s a n t  

i s  r e v e a l o d  most  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e g i o n .  A t  a  t ime o f  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

a  d e s c r i p t i o n  w h i c h  i s  a p t  f o r  most  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 t s ,  i t  was  

c r u c i a l  t h a t  t h e  f l o w  o f  money f r o m  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  

c o n t i n e d  u n i n t e r r u p t e d .  T h e  p r o v i c c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  w h i l e  

b e i n g  p r e s s e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t a x e s ,  were a t  t h e  s a m e  

time b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  c o m p l i c a t e d  r e f o r m s  a n d  c h a n g e s  

w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  i n c r e a s e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  

p e a s a n t s  were t r y i n g  t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s a s t r o u s  

y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e  and  t h e  immense  d i s l o c a t i o n  c a u s e d  

by t h e  R u s s o - T u r k i s h  War. T h e s e  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  - 
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w e r e  bound t o  p r o -  

d u c e  c o n f l i c t  i n  w h i c h  someone  h a d  t o  l o s e ,  and  i n  mos t  cases  

i t  was  t h e  p e a s a n t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r e f o r m s  w h i c h  came u p  s h o r t .  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n r  r e c e i v e d  m o s t  o f  wha t  i t  a s s e s s e d  a n d  t h e  - 
n o t a b l e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  p e r c e n t a g e ,  b u t  t h e  re form 

p r o g r a m s  and  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  s a l a r i e s ,  

s u f f e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  l a c k  o f  f u n d s .  T o  u n d e r -  

s t a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e i r  v i l a y e t s ,  we mus t  

e x a m i n e  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e t  u p  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  by 

t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  l i m i t i n g  t h e  

power o f  t h e  v a l i s ,  w h i l e  o n e  o f  i t s  e l e m e n t s ,  t h e  t a x - f a r m i n g  



s y s t e m ,  was  t h e  c h i e f  g u a r a n t o r  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  o f  

t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  I n  mos t  c a s e s  a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t e d  a s  t a x a t i o n  was  d e s t i n e d  f o r  u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  

t h e  r e m a i n d e r  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p l e ~ ' ~  T h e  amount  
/ 

f o r w a r d e d  was n o t  a  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  b u t  a f i x e d  sum,  

a n d  i f  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  was  low d u e  t o  c r o p  f a i l u r e  o r  o t h e r  

r e a s o n s ,  t h e  money Mas d e d u c t e d  f rom t h e  v i l a y e t  e x p e n s e s ,  s e l -  

dom f r o m  t h e  amount  s e n t  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  T h i s  m e a n t  
/ 

a c o n s t a n t  s h o r t a g e  o f  f u n d s  i n  most  v i l a y e t s  n o t  o n l y  f o r  

i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e f o r m s ,  b u t  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o n  t h e  n o r m a l  a f f a i r s  

o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  15 

T h e  - v a l i s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  were f u r t h e r  

r e s t r i c t e d  by t h a  f r e q u e n t  p r a c t i c e  by w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
-Z 

demanded  sums o f  money w h i c h  were n o t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  

t a x e s ,  A t  a n y  t ime a  v a l i  c o u l d  f i n d  h i m s e l f  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  
7 

s e n d  a l a r g e  sum o f  money t o  c o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  money w h i c h  t h e  

p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s e l d o m  c o u l d  s p a r e  o r  h a d  a v a i l a b l e ,  T h i s  

m e a n t  t h e  - v a l i  h a d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  e x t o r t i o n  and  o t h e r  d e v i c e s  t o  

s u r v i v ~  i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  I n  1 8 7 9 ,  t h e  O t t o m a n  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  

demanded  t h a t  t h e  new - v a l i  o f  S i v a s ,  A b b e d i n  P a s h a ,  r a i s e  1 0 , 0 0 0  

T u r k i s h  p o u n d s  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  

many o f  t h e  new r e f o r m s ,  t h e  - v a l i  was  f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  on  t h e  o l d  
- 

' 41n 1377 t h e  r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  t w o  v i l a y e t s  o f  Van a n d  E r z e r o u m  
was  5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p i a s t r e s .  E x p e n d i t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  w e r e  
1 4 , 1 ? 2 , ~ 0 0  p i a s t r e s .  P r e c i s  o f  a P a p e r  F r o s e n t e d  t o  t h e  I m p e r i a l  
C ~ r n m i s s i o n  by t h e  Arrnonians  o f  blush, 268 o f  1 8 0 0 ,  F.O., 4 2 4 / 1 0 6 *  

1 5 ~  c o n s t a n t  c o m p l a i n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ~ a n i d i a n  p e r i o d  was  
t h o  c h r o n i c  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  governments t o  p a y  
t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s e  



m e t h o d s  t o  comply  w i t h  t h o  o r d o r r  

" A b b e d i n  P a s h a  h a s  b u t  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  V a l i ,  
a n d  o f  c o u r s e  knows t h a t  h i s  f u t u r e  c a r e e r  l a r g e l y  
d e p e n d s  o n  h i s  s p e o d y  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  o r d e r  h e  
h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s o r g a n i z e d  s t a t e  o f  
t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  t h e  Vali c a n  o n l y  o b t a i n  

-7 c a s h  by e x t o r t i n g  money f r o m  t h e  u n t o r t u n a t e  
p e a s a n t r y ,  who a r e  a l r e a d y  i m p o v e r i s h e d  t o  t h e  l a s t  
d e g r e e ,  o r  by b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  r i c h  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  on  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  o f  p l u n d e r  e"16  

I t  c a n  b e  r e a d i l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  a b o v e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s  were d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s .  

T o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  s p e c i a l  m o n e t a r y  l e v i e s  t o  a  d e l i b e r a t e  d e s i g n  

o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d e l a y  a n d  c r i p p l e  t h e  r e f o r m s ,  

a s  many o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  d i d ,  wou ld  b e  p e r h a p s  ~ o i n g  t o o  f a r ,  b u t  

t h e y  were c e r t a i n l y  u s e d  t o  d i s c r e d i t  a n d  f r u s t r a t e  p a r t i c u l a r  6 
o f f i c i a l s  whose  z e a l  f o r  r e f o r m s  was  r e g a r d e d  a s  t o o  g r e a t .  T h e  

p r i m a r y  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t a x a t i o n  a n d  

s p e c i a l  l e v i e s  was a s i m p l e  n e e d  f o r  money,  b u t  t h e  m e t h o d s  i t  

u s e d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h i s  money h a d  c o m p l i c a t e d  and f a r  r e a c h i n g  

e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  e f f e c t s  w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  mus t  

h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f .  

W h i l e  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  t a x - f a r m i n g ,  o r  i l t i z a m ,  was  d i s c u s s e d  
:I 

i n  C h a p t e r  One,  a  more  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

g a u g e  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n  a n  a r e a  s u c h  a s  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  T h e  
- d 

1 6 ~ i l s o n ,  S i v a s ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  9 8  o f  27 O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  - F.O., 1 
424 /91 .  
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amount  o f  t a x a s  d u e  f r o m  e a c h  v i l a y a t ,  s a n d j a k ,  a n d  k a z a  was  - 
d e t e r m i n e d  by t h o  c e n t r a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and  was 

s e l d o m  a l t e r e d .  I n  t h i s  r e g i o n  t h e  m a i n  r e v e n u e  came  f r o m  t h e  

t a x  on  g r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s i n c e  t h e  amount  o f  l a n d  u n d e r  

c u l t i v a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e ,  t h i s  t a x  r e m a i n e d  a t  

a b o u t  t h e  same  l e v e l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n s t e a d  o f  d i r e c t  

c o l l e c t i o n  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  t a x e s  o f  l a r g e  d i s t r i c t s  were 

a u c t i o n e d  o f f  e a c h  y e a r ,  w i t h  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s ,  b o t h  Mus l im 

a n d  A r m e n i a n ,  b e i n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r c h a s e r s  . I 7  T h e  b u y e r s  o f  

t a x  c o l l e c t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s ,  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  o f  

c o n t r a c t o r s ,  t h e n  s u b - f a r m e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  o t h e r s ,  who i n  

t u r n  s u b - f a r m e d  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t o  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  o r  v i l l a g e  

l e a d e r s . 1 8  I n  some c a s e s  t h i s  p r o c e s s  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a s  many a s  

f i v e  l a y e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t u a l  c o l l e c t o r  o f  t h e  t a x  was r e a c h e d .  1 9  

E a c h  l a y e r  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  h a d  t o  make a  p r o f i t  t o  make t h e  

s y s t e m  work and  s i n c e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l e v y  was f i x e d ,  a n d  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  f o r c e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r c h a s e r  t o  

b i d  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  t a x e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was  i n e v i t a b l y  a r i s e  

I 7 ~ n  a t t e m p t  was  made t o  r e f o r m  t h i s  s y s t e m  by f a r m i n g  o u t  
o n l y  i n d i v i d u a l  v i l l a g e s ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a  c h a n c e  t o  
buy t h e  t a x - f a r m ,  T h i s  r e f o r m  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r .  

1 8 8 e s i d e s  t h e  f a r m i n g  o f  t h e  t a x  on  g r a i n ,  o t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  
t a x e s  o n  s a l t ,  f i s h ,  l i q u o r ,  s i l k ,  s t a m p s ,  a n d  t o b a c c o  were f a r m e d  
t o  s y n d i c a t e s  by t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e s e  s y n d i c a t e s  e m p l o y e d  
p r i v a t e  p o l i c e ,  c a l l e d  k e l j i s ,  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
t a x e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  c o n s t a n t  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  
e v a d e  t h e s e  t a x e s  a n d  t h n r e  c o l l e c t i o n  was  t h u s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t a s k .  
G r o w e r s  o f  t o b a c c o  would  s e c r e t l y  h i d e  l e a v e s  o r  s e n d  them t o  
n e i g h b o r s  h o u s e s  w h i c h  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n s p e c t e d  by t h o  c o l l e c t o r s  
t o  a v o i d  p a y i n g  t h e  f u l l  t a x .  O t h e r  e v a s i o n s  w e r e  a t t e m p t e d  w i t h  
t h o  o t h e r  t a x e s .  V i c e - c o n s u l  0. Cameron ,  S i v a s ,  t o  ' : J i l s o n ,  175 o f  
27  Augus t  1 9 0 1 ,  F.O.,  424 /123 .  
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1 i n  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t .  T h e  a c t u a l  amount  demanded by t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  was  g e n e r a l l y  q u i t e  l o w ,  a s  m o s t  o b s e r v e r s  a t t e s t ,  

b u t  t h e  amount  p a i d  t o  t h e  t a x - f a r m e r  was  a l w a y s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

, h i g h e r .  

T h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  a  t a x - f a r m  f o r  a v i l l a g e  was u s u a l l y  a  

s p e c u l a t o r  f r o m  a  n e a r b y  t o w n  o r  c i t y  who h a d  n o  p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i t s  r e v e n u e .  

He i n v a d e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  e a c h  y e a r  w i t h  h i s  s e r v a n t s ,  h o r s e s ,  a n d  

s p e c i a l  p o l i c e  and  l i v e d  t h e r e  a t  f r e e  q u a r t e r s  f o r  a b o u t  f o u r  

m o n t h s  i n  t h e  summer a n d  f a l l  w h i l e  t h e  c r o p s  were b e i n g  

h a r v e s t e d .  He h a d  v i r t u a l l y  c o m p l e t e  power o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

c o l l e c t i n g  t a x e s  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

b e h i n d  h im.  W h i l e  t h e  l e g a l  t a x  on  g r a i n ,  t h e  t i t h e ,  was  a b o u t  

t w e l v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c r o p ,  t h e  t a x - f a r m e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  

c o l l e c t e d  a s  much a s  t w e n t y - f i " e  p e r  c e n t a 2 '  T h e r e  was l i t t l e  

t h e  p e a s a n t  c o u l d  d o :  

"The  b u y e r  o f  t h e  w h e a t  a n d  b a r l e y  t a x  p a y s  t o  t h e  
Government  a  lump sum f o r  t h e  t a x  on  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  
a c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e  o r  d i s t r i c t .  H e  es t imates  t h e  
c o m i n g  c r o p  a t  s o  many b u s h e l s ,  a n d  s h o u l d  h e  o v e r -  
e s t i m a t e  i t  o r  f a l l  i n  p r i c e s  o c c u r ,  h e  h a s  r e c o u r s e  
t o  e x t o r t i o n  t o  make u p  h i s  l o s s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  
d i s t r i c t s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s y m b o l s  o f  o f f i c i a l  
a u t h o r i t y ,  h e  i s  s u p r e m e ,  and  t h e  p o o r  v i l l a g e r ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a p p l y  t o  l a w  f o r  r e d r e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  
t e d i o u s  and  e x p e n s i v e  p r o c e s s ,  p r e f e r s  t o  a c c e d e  t o  
t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  t a x - c o l l e ~ t o r  " 2 1  

- - 

2 0 ~ i c o - c o n s u l  F r a n c i s  Crow,  Bit l is ,  R c p o r t ,  2 o f  4 J u l y  
1 8 9 7 ,  F . 0  424/192.  

2 1 '  V i c e - c o n s u l  Tom N i c o l s o n ,  A n g o r a ,  t o  S i r  A .  N i c h o l s o n ,  
1 9 6  o f  1 S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 3 ,  F.O., 424/175.  



Excess ive  h a r d s h i p  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  v i l l a g e r s  was u s u a l l y  

avo ided s i n c e  t h e  t a x  p a i d  was a l l o c a t e d  by t h e  v i l l a g e  headman 

o r  c h i e f .  The l a n d  was t h e  communal p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 

each man was assessed by t h a  v i l l a g e  accord ing  t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  

t o  pay. Thus t h e  w e a l t h i e r  man p a i d  more t h a n  one who was 

poore r  o r  one w i t h  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y .  22 

D e s p i t e  l o c a l  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  system of  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  was 

termed oppress iva  by v i r t u a l l y  a l l  observers  and t h e  peasants 

t h e y  i n t e r v i e w e d .  The peasants '  main comp la in t  was d i r e c t e d  a t  

t h e  method o f  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  amount pa id ,  which 

even w i t h  t h e  tax - fa rmers '  percentage was s t i l l  w i t h i n  reason. 

I n  most cases t h e  tax- farmer  used t h e  p o l i c e  t o  enforce t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n .  These p o l i c e ,  o r  zap t i ehs ,  were e i t h e r  i l l - p a i d  o r  

n o t  p a i d  a t  a l l  by t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government and t h e r e f o r e  

r e l i e d  on i l l e g a l  e x a c t i o n s  from t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and payments + 

?rom n o t a b l e s  o r  o f f i c i a l s  t o  suppor t  themselves and t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s .  

The t ax - f a rm ing  system was oppress ive  and shot  th rough  w i t h  

c o r r u p t i o n ,  bu t  i t  d i d  manage t o  ensure t h e  steady f l o w  o f  

revenue f rom p r o v i n c e  t o  c a p i t a l  w i t h  a  minimum of  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

expense and o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Ottoman government was s imp ly  

i n c a p a b l e  o f  send ing a  government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  each d i s t r i c t  

' * b e t a i l s  such as t hese  may seem a t  f i r s t  g lance  p e r i p h e r a l  
t o  a s tudy  o f  t h i s  na tu re ,  bu t  . w i l l  become i m p o r t a n t  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  s tudy.  One c o u l d  e a s i l y  g e t  t h e  impress ion  from r e a d i n g  
contemporary accounts  t h a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o i i a n  area d u r i n g  t h e  
Hamidian p m i o d  p resen ted  almost  i n s u p e r a b l e  obs tac les  t o  t h e  
mere s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  peasant popu la t i on .  The r e c o r d  i s  one of  
famine, war, opBression, massacre, and more famine. By go ing  
deeper i n t o  Ottoman s o c i e t y  i n  our examina t ion  o f  t h e  pe r i od ,  we 
can see tha$  w h i l e  c o n d i t i o n s  were bad, t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  had 
developed s o p h i s t i c a t e d  methods o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  them,b 



o r  v i l l a q s  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t a x e s .  The  v i l l a g e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  t r i e d  

t o  a v o i d  p a y i n q  t a x e s ,  u s i n g  t a c t i c s  w h i c h  would  h a v e  c o n f o u n d e d  

a s t r a n q e r ,  b u t  w h i c h  s e l d o m  succeeded w i t h  t h e  t a x - f a r m e r s ,  who 

w a r e  u s u a l l y  l o c a l  men a n d  were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e r s 8  

m e t h o d s  a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p a y ,  Much p o t e n t i a l  r e v e n u a  

was  l o s t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  payment  r e c e i v e d  by  t h e  

t a x - f a r m e r s  a t  e a c h  l e v e l ,  b u t  t h i s  was money t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  

n e v e r  e x p e c t e d  anyway.  F o r  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  t h s  s y s t e m  was  c r u c i a l  

f o r  t h e i r  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  communi ty .  

T h e  m o n e t a r y  demands  p l a c e d  on t h e  p e a s a n t  managed t o  

c o n s u m e  m o s t  o f  h i s  i n c o m e ,  T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t a x ,  the t i t h e ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s  o n  t o b a c c o ,  f r u i t ,  a n d  o t h e r  c r o p s  wem a l l  

c o l l e c t e d  i n  k i n d  s o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  m a r k e t e d  a l l  

o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c e ,  The  money t h e y  d i d  manage t o  g e t  f r o m  t h e  

s a l e  o f  g r a i n  n o t  u s e d  f o r  f o o d  was  u s e d  t o  Pay  t h e  s h e e p  t a x ,  

t h e  t a x  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  e x e m p t i o n  t a x  if a C h r i s t i a n ,  

I a n d  t h u s  l i t t l o  was  l e f t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h s  y e a r ,  What was  l e f t  

w a s  u s e d  t o  p a y  b a c k  l o a n s  w h i c h  mos t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  h a d  i n c u r r e d  a n d  

t o  s u p p l y  t h e  few n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  s u c h  a s  t o b a c c o ,  w h i c h  were 

n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e i r  l a n d .  T h e  v i l l a g e r s 8  o n l y  r e a l  

c o m p l a i n t  w a s  t h e  h a r a 5 s m e n t  t h e y  were s u b j e c t e d  t o  d u r i n g  t h e  

23iTost o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  Mus l im,  b u i l t  t h e i r  
own h o u s e s .  T h e s e  h o u s e s  were a s s e s s e d  by a  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  
u s u a l l y  a t  r a t e s  much h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a r r a n t e d ,  and  a  
t a x  l e v i e d ,  B r i b e r y  was  common i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  
l o w e r e d .  Newton t o  N i c h o l s o n ,  1 9 6  o f  1 S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 3 ,  F.O.,  
42 4/? 75. 



c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t a x e s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  b o a r d i n g  t h e  

collector and  p o l i c e  and  f r e q u e n t  b c a t i n g s a Z 4  I n  o r d e r  t o  

a v o i d  t h i s  a n n u a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o r c o s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n -  

m e n t ,  many o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a v a i l e d  themselves w i l l i n g l y  o f  t h e  

f e u d a l  r e l a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  p a y i n g  a 

K u r d i s h  aga f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  f r e e -  

dom f r o m  t h e  v i s i t s  o f  t h e  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s .  

T h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  mos t  f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  

v i l l a g e r  was  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  a r m ,  t h e  z a p t i c h s  and  t h e  a rmy.  

T h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e s e  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t s  were t h e  z a p t i e h s ,  

who s e r v e d  a s  r u r a l  p o l i c e .  T h e s e  were g e n e r a l l y  men who h a d  

c o r n p l s t e d  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a n d  were commanded by m i l i t a r y  

o f f i c e r s .  T h e  commander o f  t h e  z a p t i e h s  i n  e a c h  v i l a y e t  was a n  

a l a i  bey, a c o l o n e l  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  r e g u l a r  a r m y ,  who was  - 
r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  mos t  i n s t a n c e s  t o  t h e  ~ i n i s t e r  o f  War, n o t  t h e  

v a l i .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  t h e  - 
z a p t i e h s  was v e r y  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  a l a i  b e y  was s u b j e c t  

t o  o r d e r s  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  f r o m  t h e  - v a l i ,  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  

p r o s e c u t o r ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  c o u r t s .  T h i s  

l e d  t o  c o n s t a n t  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o u r t s ,  t h e  v a l i s ,  a n d  t h e  

24 
C o n s u l  S h i p l e y  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  were e x t r e m e l y  

o b s t i n a t e  a b o u t  p a y i n g  t a x e s  a n d  much time a n d  e f f o r t  was  
r o q u i r n d  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  g e t  money f r o m  t h e m .  
He r e p o r t s  t h a t  v i l l a g e s  f o r c e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  r e s o r t  t o  
b e a t i n g s ,  f e a r i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e  money was  g i v e n  f r s s l y ,  t h e  t a x e s  
wpuld  r i s e  n e x t  y e a r .  V i c e - c o n s u l  Mr. H .S.  S h i p l e y ,  D i a r b e k i r ,  
t o  O v C o n o r ,  77 o f  2 8  A u g u s t  1 9 0 6 ,  - F.O., 424/210.  



c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m a n t  o v e r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  number o f  

z a p t i e h s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  e a c h  ~ i l a ~ e t . ~ ~  T h e  z a p t i e h s  w e r e  s e l d o m  

p a i d ,  b e i n g  a l m o s t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h i e r a r c h y ,  

and  l i v e d  by e x t o r t i n g  money and  p r o v i s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e s  

t h e y  were s u p p o s e d  t o  p r o t e c t  f r o m  t h e  e x t o r t i o n  o f  t h e  K u r d s ,  

T h e  o f f i c i a l s  knew wel l  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  z a p t i e h s  and  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  c o r r e c t  m a t t e r s  w i t h -  

o u t  p a y i n g  a d e q u a t e  and  r e g u l a r  s a l a r i e s .  S i n c e  t h e  z a p t i e h s  

c o u l d  s e e m i n g l y  s u r v i v e  by t a k i n g  f r o m  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  a n d  t h e  

p e a s a n t s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  z a p t i e h s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  ' n o r m a l '  h a r d s h i p s  

o f  l i f e ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  saw n o  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  t o  d e p r i v e  i t s e l f  

o f  money by p a y i n g  s a l a r i e s .  

B e s i d e s  t h e  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  b r u t a l i t y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

z a p t i e h s  i n  t h e i r  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  d u t i e s ,  mos t  o b s e r v e r s  n o t e d  

t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o l i c e  

a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was  t h a t  t h e y  were f o r c e d  t o  f e e d  and  h o u s e  

t h e m .  T h i s  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a  h a r d s h i p  when t h e  t r o o p s  were o n  a  

c a m p a i g n  o r  moving  f r o m  o n e  p o s t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  s i n c e  t h e y  were 

f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  o f f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  R e c e i p t s  wEre u s u a l l y  g i v e n  t o  

t h e  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  c o l l e c t i o n  " a s  c o m p l i c a t e d  

and  s o m e t i m e s  i m p o s s i b l e .  

T h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  arm o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was  f a r  

t o o  weak t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e f o r m s  o r  p r o v i d i n g  

2 5 ~ n  t h e  S i v a s  v i l a y e t  i n  1 8 8 1  t h e r e  were 2 2 5  mounted  a n d  
1 5 6  f o o t  z a  t i c h s .  T h i s  a v e r a g e d  o u t  t o  a b o u t  s i x  p e r  k a z a .  
V i c e - c o n s u  -f-- LJ. i i i c h a r d s ,  S i v a s ,  t o  W i l s o n ,  1 3 0  o f  23 i l iay?88?, 
F.O. ,  424/122.  



s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  Tho  z a p t i e h s  w e r e  n o t o r i o u s l y  

o p e n  t o  b r i b e r y  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  w h i c h  d i d  n o t h i n g  

t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m a n t  i n  g e n e r a l .  

T h e y  w a r e  n e v e r  n u m e r o u s  e n o u q h  t o  p a t r o l  t h e  v i l l a g o s  a n d  k e e p  

t r a c k  o f  K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  pay  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  

r e i n f o r c e d  t h e i r  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h e  army was  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  

t o  d e f e a t  a n y  l o c a l  c o m b i n a t i o n  s h o r t  o f  a c o m p l e t e  u n i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  K u r d s ,  a n  a b i l i t y  f r e q u e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  b u t  i t s  

p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  was  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  a t t a c k  f r o m  P e r s i a  o r  R u s s i a ,  

n o t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  % h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  i t  r e m a i n e d  a l o o f  f r o m  

l o c a l  a f f a i r s .  

PART I 1 1  

T h e  pourer o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  was  m o s t  e v i d e n t  

i n  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u n c i l s ,  

o r  m a j l i s s e s .  T h e s e  c o u n c i l s  e x e r c i s e d  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  

i n f l u e n c e  d e p e n d i n g  on  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  v a l i ,  t h e  time p e r i o d ,  

and  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  O t t o m a n s  b a l a n c e d  

t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  

t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  and  s u p e r v i s o r y  p o w e r s  g i v e n  t h e  c o u n c i l s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r e v e n t  

e i t h e r  f r o m  a t t a i n i n g  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  I n  mos t  

c a s e s ,  t h e  c o u n c i l s  w e r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  same  n o t a b l e s  who h a d  

r u l n d  t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  T a n z i m a t  and were u s e d  by them i n  

t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  d o m i n a n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  e c o n o m i c  



and  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  26  

T h e  m a j l i s s  s y s t e m  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s :  

a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  new s e c u l a r  c o u r t s  ( n i z a m i y e )  f o r  c i v i l  a n d  

crim i n a l  c a s o s  a t  e a c h  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  - f 
t h e  c o u r t s  a t  t h e  u p p e r  l e v a 1  s e r v i n g  a s  c o u r t s  o f  a p p e a l  f o r  

t h o s e  i n  t h e  l o w e r  l c v e l ;  c o m m e r c i a l  c o u r t s ;  a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u n c i l s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  ( i d a r e )  ; a  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  i n  t h a  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  ; 

a n d  m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s . 2 7  I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h e s e  s e c u l a r  c o u r t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s h a r i ' a  c o u r t s  f o r  cases 

b e t w e e n  M u s l i m s  a s  wel l  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e l i g i o u s  c o u r t s  w i t h i n  

e a c h  m i l l e t .  

T h e  s e c u l a r  c o u r t s  a t  e a c h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e v e l  were p r e s i d e d  

o v e r  by a  k a d i  o r  m u f t i  a n d  i n c l u d e d  s i x  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h r e e  - 
M u s l i m s  a n d  t h r e e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w i t h  a  v a r y i n g  number o f  c l e r k s .  

T h e y  h a d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  a l l  c a s e s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  b e t w e e n  M u s l i m s ,  

b e t w e o n  members  o f  t h e  same  m i l l e t  and  c o m m e r c i a l  c a s e s . 2 8  C a c h  

c o u r t  managed t o  h a v e  a m a j o r i t y  o f  Mus l im members ,  w h i c h  

f r e q u e n t l y  made t h e m  o f  l i t t l e  u s e  t o  C h r i s t i a n  l i t i g a n t s .  

2 6 ~ t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  d o m i n a n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  was n e v e r  i n  q u e s t i o n .  

2 7 ~ .  S h a m i r ,  * @ M o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  S y r i a . .  . .", P o l k  a n d  
C h a m b e r s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  360.  

 he e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  c o u r t  was  e x t r e m e l y  
i n d i r e c t .  F o r  t h e  C o u r t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  I n s t a n c e  i n  t h e  k a z a  ( ~ a j l i s s -  
i - D a v j )  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  was t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e d u r e r  members  were 
m d  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s  - t h e  k a d i ,  t h e  m u f t i ,  t h e  kaimakam and  
t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  n o n - ~ u s l i m  m i m s  a s s e m b l e d  a s  a n  e l e c t o r a l  
committee and  selected t ~ o l v e  names  f r o m  t h e  l i s t  o f  O t t o m a n  
s u b j e c t s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h ~  .-.--- k a z a  who w e r e  t h i r t y  o n e  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  



B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e  o f f i c a r s  o f  t h e  s e c u l a r  c o u r t s  were f r e q u e n t l y  

Musl im r o l i g i o u s  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  a s  t h e  c o n s u l  i n  Van r e p o r t e d  i n  

"The  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  c h i e f l v  
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  ~ l e m a s ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  t h e  ~ r o c u r e ; r -  
G e n e r a l  Was f o r m e r l y  a  D e r v i s h ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
C i v i l  C o u r t  o f  t h e  ~ i r s t n c e  i s  a  M u l l a h ,  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  ~ r i m h i n a l  C o u r t  o f  t h o  F i r s t  I n s t a n c e  
i s  a l s o  a  M u l l a h  r e c e n t l y  s e n t  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  a n d  
i n  e a c h  c o u r t  t h e r e  i s  a  m u l l a h  a s  a  

T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e f o r m s  

o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  e v o k e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  a s  

p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  new j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m ,  a t  l e a s t  

t h e  c i v i l  s e c t i o n  o f  i t ,  was  mean t  t o  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n d e p e n -  

d e n t  o f  t h e  s h a r i  ' a  c o u r t s ,  b u t  many o f  t h e  men who a d m i n i s t e r e d  

t h e  s y s t e m  were a l s o  members o f  t h e  u l a m a .  Not  o n l y  were t h e y  o n l y  

u s e d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  c o u r t s  o r  b e c a u s e  no. , ,one e l s e  was  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  b u t  a s  i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n ,  1 i 
i 

t h e y  were e v e n  s e n t  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  s t a f f  p r o v i n c i a l  p o s t s .  I $ 
T h i s  was  a n o t h e r  c o m p r o m i s e  w h i c h  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  k 

a n d  l a t e r  Abdu lhamid  h a d  t o  make w i t h  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t r a d i t i o n ,  

i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  u l e m a .  

T h e  c o n s u l s  a n d  o t h e r  o b s e r v e r s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  
1; 

p a i d  1 5 0  p i a s t r e s  i n  d i r e c t  t a x e s .  T h e s e  names w e r e  s e n t  t o  
t h e  n a h i y e s  w h e r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  C o u n c i l s  o f  E l d e r s  s e l e c t e d  e i g h t  
n a m e s  a n d  r e t u r n e d  them t o  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  e i g h t  
n a m e s  were t h a n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  m u t e s a r r i f  o f  t h e  s a n d j a k  and 
h e  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  h i s  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o u n c i l  s e l e c t e d  t h e  
f o u r  mambnrs.  A s i m i l a r  o r o c e d u r e  was  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  

v i l a y s t  .' W i l s o n  t o  G o s c h e n ,  270 o f  J u n e  1 8 8 0 ,  

.' 
2 9 ~ y r o s ,  t l e p o r t  on  Van,  1 4  o f  4 J a n u a r y  1 8 3 4 ,  F.O., 424/141.  



o f  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  O t t o m a n  r u l o  on  t h o  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m ,  

c l a i m i n g  n o  C h r i s t i a n  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  f a i r l y  a n d  

t h a t  c o r r u p t i o n  was r i f ~ .  T h e  w e s t e r n e r  f o u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  s y s t a m  i t s e l f  was w r o n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  i t  

was  m o d e l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  F r e n c h  j u d i c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  No d o u b t  

t h i s  c o u l d  h a v e  s t i l l  l o f t  room f o r  c r i t i c i sm by E n g l i s h  

o b s e r v e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  s e l d o m  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o t  t h i s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  

t o  b l a m e  t h o  O t t o m a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  S i n c e  t h e  c o u r t s  p l a y o d  s u c h  

a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  t o  

g i v e  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  how t h e y  a c t u a l l y  o p e r a t e d .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

a  s i m p l e  r o b b e r y ,  t h e  man who was  r o b b e d  p r e s e n t e d  a p e t i t i o n  

t o  t h e  P u b l i c  P r o s e c u t o r  who f o r w a r d e d  i t  t o  t h e  E x a m i n e r  o f  

t h e  C o u r t .  T h e  E x a m i n e r  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  a n d  h i s  

w i t n e s s e s  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  a n d  w r o t e  down t h e i r  e v i d e n c e  o n  a 

d e p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  was  s i g n e d  by t h e  p l a i n t i f f .  16 t h e  p l a i n t i f f  

c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t  h e  c o u l d  h i r e  a  l a w y e r  t o  h e l p  i n  p r e p a r i n g  

t h e  d e p o s i t i o n ,  T h e  E x a m i n e r  s t a t e d  on t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  who h e  

t h o u g h t  s h o u l d  b e  a r r e s t e d .  I t  was  t h e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  

P r o s e c u t o r ,  who f o r w a r d e d  i t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e  w i t h  a n  

o r d e r  t o  a r r e s t  t h e  p e r s o n  named.  T h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c u s e d  

was  t h e n  c o l l e c t e d ,  s e n t  t o  t h e  P r o s e c u t o r ,  and  a t r i a l  o r d e r e d ,  

T h e  t w o  d e p o s i t i o n s  were s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C o n v i c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

w h i c h  s a a m i n o d  them a n d  d r e w  u p  a summary o f  t h e  c a s e ,  s t a t i n g  

a n  o p i n i o n .  T h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  was f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  

P r o s e c u t o r ,  who, i f  h e  a p p r o v e d  i t ,  c a l l e d  t h e  t r i a l  a n d  '1' 
.i / 
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b r o u g h t  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  and de fenden t  b e f o r e  t h o  c o u r t .  The c o u r t  

asked q u e s t i o n s ,  c o n s u l t e d ,  and announcad i t s  v e r d i c t .  30 

The most o b v i o u s  drawbacks t o  t h e  p r o c e d u r a  d e s c r i b e d  above 

a r e  t i m e ,  c o m p l i c a t i o n ,  and c o r r u p t i o n .  With a  g r e a t  many cases  

t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t s  were c o n s t a n t l y  overworked and a  p l a i n t i f f  

wou ld  u s u a l l y  be f o r c e d  t o  w a i t  f o r  months i n  t h e  c i t y  o r  t own  

where t h e  c o u r t  p r e s i d e d  u n t i l  t h e  case came up. Few p e a s a n t s  

c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  f o r  such an ex tended p e r i o d  

o f  t i m e .  Ses ides  t h i s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  was so c o m p l i c a t e d  t h a t  few 

c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  i t .  Lawyers  were expens ive ,  t hough  w i t h o u t  one 

p r o p e r  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  case m i g h t  be i m p o s s i b l e .  The w o r s t  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  sys tem was t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  t h a t  i t  engendered. Each I 

o f  t h e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  a  case was ready-made f o r  

b r i b e r y ,  p a y - o f f s ,  and o t h e r  i l l e g a l  o r  c o r r u p t  p r a c t i o e s .  The 

Examiner  and l a w y e r  c o u l d  e a s i l y  c o o p e r a t e ,  t h e  former r e j e c t i n g  

d e p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  l a w y e r  was employed, and t h e  l a t t e r  

s p l i t t i n g  t h e  f e e  w i th  t h e  Examiner .  I 

As men t ioned  b e f o r e ,  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l i  and o t h e r  

p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  t h e  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e s s  was r e g r e t t e d  by  

many w e s t e r n  o b s c r v a r s .  The o f f i c i a l s  and members o f  t h e  c o u r t s  

were e i t h e r  n o t a b l e s  o r  i n  t h e  pay o f  n o t a b l e s  and t h e  new 

ar rangement  gave them v i r t u a l  independence w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  

The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  and t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  

3 0 ~ i 1 s o n ,  S i v a s ,  t o  Goschen, 270 o f  June 1880, - F.O., 424/106. 



t o w a r d  t h e m  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  f rom C a p t a i n  

S t e w a r t ,  c o n s u l  a t  S i v a s t  

" . . . . t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  
a n d  t h e  o n e  f o r m e r l y  p r e v a i l i n g  i s ,  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  t h o  
p e o p l e  wers i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  P a s h a ,  who m i g h t  b e  
good o r  b a d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  now t h e y  
a re  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  some l o c a l  m a g n a t e ,  u s u a l l y  a  
p e r f e c t l y  u n s c r u p u l o u s  man. I n  t h e  o n e  c a s e ,  t h e r e  was  
a l w a y s  a  c h a n c e  o f  t h e i r  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  t h e i r  m a s t e r  b y  
d i s m i s s a l  o r  r e m o v a l ;  i n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  
o u t r a g e s ,  o r  e v e n  crimes h e  c o m m i t s ,  t h e  n o t a b l e  r e m a i n s  
t h e i r  l i f e - l o n g  t y r a n t .  S o  l o n g  a s  h e  t a k e s  t h e  u s u a l  
means  o f  s e c u r i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  
i m m a t e r i a l  how d e t e s t a b l e  h i s  c o n d u c t  may be." 

31 

C o n s u l  S t e w a r t  was c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  j u d g e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  

l e g a l  a c t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  a n  o p p r e s s i v e  n o t a b l e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  c e n t r a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  were 

a l w a y s  r e l t i c t a n t  t o  mix t o o  d e e p l y  i n t o  l o c a l  d i s p u t e s  a n d  

a f f a i r s .  I f  a  n o t a b l e  w e n t  t o o  f a r ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  i n t e r v e n e ,  

b u t  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  w a s  u s u a l l y  l i g h t  and t h e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  r a r e ,  What t h e  c o n s u l  d i d  n o t  p o i n t  o u t  was t h a t  

t h e  n o t a b l e  f a c e d  o t h e r ,  more  l o c a l ,  p r e s s u r e s  a n d  demands  t h a t  

t h e  v a l i s  were e i t h e r  a b o v e  o r  u n a f f e c t e d  by.  T h e  n o t a b l e  was  

a n o t a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  some g r o u p ,  s u c h  a s  

f a m i l y ,  t r i b e ,  o r  o c c u p a t i o n ,  o r  t h r o u g h  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  

i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  and t h u s  h e  h a d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  c e r t a i n  

p e o p l e  u ~ i t h i n  h i s  c o m m u n i t y .  W h i l e  t h i s  f a c t  made h i s  a c t s  o f  

o p p r e s s i o n  n o  l e s s  r e a l  t o  some members o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  

o t h e r s  h e  was  u n d o u b t e d l y  n o t  o p p r e s s i v e .  S i n c e  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y -  

3 1 C a p t a i n ,  c o n s u l  9 . H .  S t w a r t ,  S i v a s ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  208 o f  
1 2  Nay 1 8 8 0 ,  F.O., 424 /106 .  



ono  was  c o n n e c t e d  i n  some way t o  some n o t a b l e ,  a c t s  o f  

o p p r e s s i o n  and  m i s c o n d u c t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  t e n d e d  

t o  e v e n  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  f o r  m o s t  p e o p l e .  

D e s p i t e  i t s  f o r m a l  s t r u c t u r e  and r u l e s ,  t h e  j u d i c i a l  

s y s t e m  i n  p r a c t i c e  r e t a i n e d  a g r o a t  d e a l  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  

w a s  a b l e  t o  a d a p t  i t s e l f  t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  and  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a 

f a c t  n o t e d  by o n l y  a feiu o f  t h e  c o n s u l s .  C o n s u l  W i l s o n  o f  S i v a s ,  

o n e  o f  t h e  more  p e r c e p t i v e ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  and  laws w e r e  

" . . ,we l l  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e . . . T h e y  l e f t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  

r aces  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  m a t t e r s  

d i r e c t l y  e f f e c t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  w32 D i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  C h r i s t i a n s  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  s e t t l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  m i l l e t  c o u r t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  

c i v i l  c o u r t s  i n  some c a s e s  i g n o r e d  e n o u g h  o f  t h e  r u l e s  t o  

f u n c t i o n  c a p a b l y .  39 

I t  was i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u n c i l s  t h a t  t h e  n o t a b l e s  

e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u n c i l  

o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  was p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by t h e  v a l i  and i n c l u d e d  t h e  

c h i e f  - k a d i ,  t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  o f  r e v e n u e ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  and  s i x  o t h e r  e l e c t e d  

321AJilson, S i v a s ,  t o  G o s c h e n ,  2 7 0  o f  J u n e  1 8 8 0 ,  F.O., 4 2 4 / 1 0 6 .  I 

3 3 ~ o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  a  man c o m m i t t e d  a  m u r d e r  a n d  t h e  o r d e r  
I 

came f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  e x e c u t e  h i m ,  t h e  v a l i  n e e d  n o t  d o  s o  
i f  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m u r d e r e d  man r e q u e s t e d n i e n c y .  What 
u s u a l l y  h a p p e n e d  was  t h a t  money p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o n c e r n e d  
f a m i l i e s . P r c q u e n t l y  t h e  m u r d e r e r ,  i f  h e  was a t  a l l  w e a l t h y ,  h a d  
t o  g i v e  u p  a l l  h i s  p r o p e r t y  a n d  s p e n d  15 y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n .  T h e  
s e n t e n c e  was  u s u a l l y  n o t  e n f o r c e d  and h i s  f r i e n d s  c o u l d  g e t  h i m  
o u t  w i t h  e n o u g h  payment  t o  p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s .  B u r n a b y ,  op.~ib., 



members ,  t h r e e  C h r i s t i a n s  and t h r e e  M u s l i m s .  T h e  c o u n c i l s '  

f u n c t i o n s  were ". . . t o  d e l i b o r a t e  on  a l l  t h a t  c o n c e r n s  m e a s u r e s  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e ,  t o  

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  t o  p u b l i c  w o r k s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w i t h o u t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a n y  r i g h t  o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  j u d i c i a l  a f f a i r s .  "34 T h e  

c o u n c i l  a c t e d  a s  a n  a d v i s o r y  body t o  t h e  v a l i ,  a n d  s i n c e  h e  

was  u s u a l l y  a s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  a r e a  h e  r e l i e d  o n  i t  t o  a  g r e a t  

e x t e n t .  T h e  n o t a b l e s  who w e r e  on  o r  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  c o u n c i l  

w e r e  t h u s  f r e q u e n t l y  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  v a l i  by g o v e r n i n g  

w h a t  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c e  h e  was s u p p l i e d  

T h e  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l s  who h a d  s p e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t ime i n  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a n d  who h a d  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  

u n a n i m o u s  i n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i t  was  p o o r  p e r s o n n e l ,  n o t  t h e  

3 4 r k ~ o a n ,  o p . c i t  . , p. 237. 

3 5 u ~ e a r l y  a l l  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  V i l a y e t  a r e  
l o c a l  men h a v i n g  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  The  w h o l e  v i l a y e t  may be. s a i d  
t o  b e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  c e r t a i n  D i a r b e k i r  n o t a b l e s  who s i t  on  t h e  
I d a r e  M e d j l i s s ,  -.- U n l e s s  t h e  - Vali i s  a man o f  s t r o n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  h e  
s o o n  becomos  c o m p l e t e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e s e  l o c a l  m e d j l i s s e s . . . .  - 
T h e  w h o l e  s y s t e m  o f  t h e s o  m e d . j l i s s e s ,  e x c e l l e n t  i n  t h e o r y ,  i s  
u t t e r l y  f a l s o  i n  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  a m e r e  f a rce*  As 
t h e  - V a l i  i s  a l s o  M u t a s a r r i f  o f  t h o  C e n t r a l  h i s  w h o l e  
time i s  t a k e n  u p  by q u o s t i o n s  o f  
s h o u l d  n e v e r  come b e f o r e  h i m ,  He r a r e l y  o r  n e v e r  v i s i t s  a n y  
Pa r t  o f  h i s  v i l n y o t ,  h c  s e e s  n o t h i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  
s e t t l e s  down i n t o  t h a t  i n d o l e n t  and  a p a t h e t i c  l i f e  w h i c h  i s  s o  
t h o r o u g h l y  i n  c o n s o n a n c e  w i t h  T u r k i s h  h a b i t s . "  G e n e r a l  B a k e r  
P a s h a ,  e rnploycd by O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  210 o f  13 
f lay  1 8 8 0 ,  - F.O., 424 /106 .  



s y s t e m ,  t h a t  was  t h e  c a u s e  o f  m i s g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  

Tho  c o n s u l s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h a  l o c a l  notables w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  

c o u r t s  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

S i n c e  t h e  law by  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  was  e x p l i c i t  e n o u g h  t o  make 

many o f  t h e  n o t a b l e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i l l e g a l ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  move was  

t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  new c o u r t s .  T h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  

j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  P a g e s  made i t  f a i r l y  

o p e n  t o  c o r r u p t i o n  and  f a c i l i t a t e d  i t s  d o m i n a t i o n  by t h e  

n o t a b l e s ,  A - k a d i  s e r v e d  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  u s u a l l y  b o u g h t  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s h e i k h  u l - I s l a m  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  T h e  c o s t  

o f  a  p o s i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a  good o n e ,  was  h i g h  a n d  s i n c e  t h e  

s a l a r y  was  low ( 1 , 0 0 0  t o  3 , 0 0 0  p i a s t r e s  p e r  m o n t h )  t h e  - k a d i  h a d  

t o  work q u i c k l y  t o  r e g a i n  t h e  money h e  h a d  s p e n t  i n  a c q u i r i n g  

t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  H e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  by s e l l i n g  t h e  o f f i c e s  u n d e r  

h i m  a n d  by r e q u i r i n g  payment  f o r  l e g a l  o p i n i o n .  When h i s  p o s i t i o n  

w a s  p u r c h a s e d  by s o m e o n e  e l s e  f o r  a  h i g h e r  p r i c e  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and  s o u g h t  a n o t h e r  p o s t .  T h e  o f f i c i a l s  u n d e r  t h e  

k a d i  d e p e n d e d  on  c o u r t  c o s t s ,  p a i d  by t h e  w i n n i n g  s i d e  i n  - 
d i s p u t e s ,  f o r  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  and  f r e q u e n t l y  made more  money 

t h a n  t h e  k a d i .  36 - 
T h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  t h o s e  e l e c t e d  by t h e  p r o c e s s  

d e s c r i b e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  w e r e  e v e n  more  o p e n  t o  c o r r u p t i o n  and 

o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h e y  w e r e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  who - - 



u s e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  

A g a i n ,  we q u o t e  f r o m  c o n s u l  !Uilson t 

"Though t h e  members  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  c o u r t s  were n o m i n a l l y  
o l e c t a d  by t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  w e r e  r o a l l y  n o m i n a t e d  by t h e  
V a l i  t h e  M u t e s a r r i f ,  o r  Kaimakam, and  d i d  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  -' 
p u r c h a s e  t h e i r  s e a t s .  T h e  i n t r i a u e  commenced w i t h  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i s t s  o f  s e l o c t e d  names ,  a n d  t h e y -  
g e n e r a l l y  e n d e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  l o a a l  Beys  o r  r i c h  
N o t a b l e s  a s  Moslem members ,  a n d ,  a s  C h r i s t i a n  members ,  
o f  men who h a d  e i t h e r  l i t t l e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  
o r  who w e r e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  l o c a l  
R ~ o t a b l e s .  hlo o n e  was  e v e r  p r o p o s e d  f o r  e l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
b o l i e f  t h a t  h e  iuould make a j u s t  a n d  u p r i g h t  j u d g e .  T h e  
c o n s e q u a n c e  was  t h a t  h o n e s t ,  c a p a b l e  men h e l d  a l o o f ,  a n d  
t h a t  t h e  c o u r t s  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  l o c a l  
' r i n g s ' ,  t h e  members  o f  w h i c h  s o u g h t  o n l y  t o  e n r i c h  them-  
s o l v e s ,  a n d  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s  and  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  
f r i e n d s .  E v e n  t h e  f o r m s  o f  e l e c t i o n  were r a r e l y  c a r r i e d  
o u t . . . . i n  s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  town  a s  S i v a s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  
n o  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s . "  37 

An e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  m u t u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n r i c h m e n t  t h a t  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  g a v e  t h e  n o t a b l e s  i s  p r o v i d e d  by a n  

i n c i d e n t  i n  3 i a r b e k i r  i n  1 8 7 8 .  A c u s t o m s  o f f i c i a l  a p p a r e n t l y  

s t o l e  2 0 , 0 0 0  T u r k i s h  p o u n d s  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  c u s t o m s  o f f i c e .  

T h r o u g h  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o u r t ,  t h e  amount  was  

p l a c e d  a t  2 , 5 0 0  p o u n d s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  a n d  t h e  man p a i d  a  5 , 0 0 0  

Pound f i n o . 3 8  T h o  e x c e s s  was  p r e s u m a b l y  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t .  

T h e  e x a m p l e s  o f  i n j u s t i c e  and  c o r r u p t  p r a c t i c e s  g i v e n  i n  

t h e  c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s  a r e  t o o  n u m o r o u s  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  h e r e ,  

a n d  i n d e e d  i t  v ~ o u l d  p r o d u c e  a  d r e a r y  t e x t .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  

t h a t  t h c i r  r c c o r d  i s  e x t e n s i v e  and  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d ,  

-- 
3 7 ~ r o t t e r ,  D i a r b e k i r ,  t o  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  S a l i s b u r y ,  223 

o f  28 Deccmber  1 8 7 8 ,  F.O. ,  424 /80 .  

3 8 v ~ i l s o n ,  S i v a s ,  t o  G o s c h e n ,  270 o f  J u n a  1 8 8 0 ,  - F.O., 424/106.  



t h o u q h  mos t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  s u f f e r  f r o m  r a t h e r  o b v i o u s  o x a g g c r a -  

t i o n .  T h e  c o n s u l s  r e p o r t  t h a t  i n  many v i l a y o t s  t h e  l o w e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  

K u r d s ,  who worked  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  o f f i c i a l s *  T h e  T u r k s ,  

b e s i d e s  s y m p a t h i z i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  were t i o d  t o  

t h e  K u r d s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and  w e r e  u n d e r  o r d e r s  f rom C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

t o  k e e p  on good terms w i t h  t h e  t r i b e ~ . ~ g  

U n l i k e  t h e  c o n s u l s ,  we a r e  much more  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  m i s g o v e r n m e n t  t h e n  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  

i t s  e x i s t e n c o ,  Two i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n s  c a n  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  a n d  mora w i l l  become e v i d e n t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  I n  many 

c a s e s  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  s p r e a d  
/ 

o f  c o r r u p t  p r a c t i c e s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  o f f i c i a l s .  T h e  r e f o r m s  i n i t i a t e d  

a f t e r  1 8 8 0  p r o d u c e d  a  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number o f  o f f i c i a l s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  a  v i l a y e t .  B e s i d e s  l o w e r i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  - 
o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a h 0  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  v i l a y e t  

t r e a s u r i e s .  A l r e a d y  i n  b u d g e t a r y  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  '880 t h e  .' 
O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  was f o r c e d  t o  c u t  a l l  o f f i c i a l  s a l a r i e s  i n  

h a l f ,  f o r c i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o  s e e k  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o m e .  " 

3 

1 

T h e  s a l a r y  c u t  i m p o v e r i s h e d  many o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  made t h e m  rl 

much more  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  b r i b e r y  and o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  I 

l 

and d i s c o u r a g e d  o t h e r s  f r o m  becoming  o f f i c i a l s .  I t  a l s o  h a d  t h e  
i 

e f f e c t  o f  mak ing  i n d e p e n d e n t  w e a l t h  a v i r t u a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The  g o v e r n m e n t  p r e f e r r e d  t o  

3 9 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  45 o f  4 J a n u a r y  1 0 8 1 ,  - F.O. ,  
424 /122 .  



c h o o s e  men f r o m  p o w e r f u l  f a m i l i e s  o r  w e a l t h y  t r i b e s  f o r  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  a n d  t h u s  h i g h e r  s a l a r i e d  p o s i t i o n s r - p i n c e  t h e y  c o u l d  
\ 

more e a s i l y  d e p r i v o  them o f  r e g u l a r  ~ a l a r i e ; . ~ ~  d e  c r e a t i o n  -- - 

o f  more  v i l a y e t s ,  s u c h  a s  Dersim and  Bitlis,  a i d e d  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  by c r e a t i n g  e v e n  more  p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e  f i l l e d ,  

many o f  w h i c h  s i m p l y  w e n t  v a c a n t  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  p e r s o n n e l  o r  

i n t e r e s t .  

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  i n  c o r r u p t i o n  c e n t e r e d  on  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n .  I n  

t h e  M a r d i n  s a n d j a k  o f  D i a r b e k i r  o v e r  t w e l v e  h u n d r e d  K u r d i s h  a q a s  

w e r e  a c c u s e d  o f  v a r i o u s  crimes a n d  summoned b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s .  

T h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  a p p e a r  a n d  were c o n v i c t e d  i n  a b s e n t i a .  N o t h i n g  

was d o n e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  

" . . . . a s  t h e  t a x e s  a r e  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  c h i e f s ,  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  t h o u g h t  i t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  l a y  t h e  c a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  I m p e r i a l  

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i m p l o r e  p a r d o n  f o r  t h e  c u l p r i t s .  " 4 1  I n s t a n c e s  o f  

t h i s  t y p e  o f  a c t i o n  a r e  n o t e d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s .  

As l o n g  a s  t h e  n o t a b l e s  a n d  K u r d i s h  a q a s  were t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  d o  t o  f o r c e  them t o  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  d i s r e g a r d  

f o r  much o f  O t t o m a n  l a w ,  Tho p u b l i c  f l a u n t i n g  o f  t h e  law and 1 

o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  by t h e s e  p e o p l e  b o t h  e n c o u r a g e d  o t h e r s  t o  
I 

e m u l a t e  them and  d e m o r a l i z e d  w h a t  few o f f i c i a l s  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  

t h e  r e g i o n  who b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  r e f o r m s .  

4 0 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  2 0 9  o f  20  A p r i l  1 8 8 0 ,  - F.O. ,  
42 4 / l O 6 ,  



T h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h o  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was o n l y  o n e  o f  t h o  

ways  t h e  n o t a b l o s  e x e r c i s e d  power i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e y  were 

f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  mos t  p o w e r f u l  f a c t o r  i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e i r  

o n l y  c o m p e t i t o r s  b e i n g  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h o  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  some o f  t h e  more i n d e p e n d e n t  t r i b e s .  I n  m o s t  

d i s t r i c t s  a n d  t o w n s  t h e r e  was  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a l i  and  

h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  and  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s ,  w i t h  t h e  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  f r ~ q u e n t l y  p l a y i n g  a  d e c a i s i v e  r o l e .  T h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n  was  p r i m a r i l y  o v e r  m a t t e r s  o f  power a n d  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  

was  a l s o  c o m p l i c a t e d  by f a c t o r s  o f  p r e s t i g e  and  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p e r o g a t i v e s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d .  Such a  s t r u g g l e  t o o k  

p l a c e  i n  D i a r b e k i r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  when t h e  v a l i ,  A b d u l  

Rahman P a s h a ,  t r i e d  t o  p u r g e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  i t s  c o r r u p t  

members .  T h e  n o t a b l e s '  p r i m a r y  C a c t i c  a g a i n s t  t h e  v a l i  was  t o  

s t i r  u p  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  by h o l d i n g  m e e t i n g s ,  p o s t i n g  i n f l a m m a t o r y  

p l a c a r d s ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  T h e i r  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t a c t i c ,  h o w e v e r ,  

w a s  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  s t i r  u p  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  D i a r b e k i r .  T h e y  were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  

t a c t i c s  t h a t  t h e  v a l i  was  i n c a p a b l e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  and  - 
t h u s  f o r c e  t h o  P o r t e  t o  r o p l a c e  :de w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  

s t u d y  t h i s  and  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y  l a t e r  

i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  n o t a b l e s '  f a v o r  was  t h e i r  d o m i n a n t  

4 2 ~ o y a d  j i a n ,  K h a r p u t ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  119 o f  3 J u l y  1 8 7 8 ,  F.O., 
424/73 .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a  ma in  t a c t i c  was  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
o r d e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  h i g h  i r n p o r t a n c a  o f  t h i s  commodi ty  i n  
O t t o m a n  e y e s .  T h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h i s  o r d e r  was  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
t a s k  o f  t h e  v n l i .  - 



oconomic p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c a s .  Res ides  t h e  c o n n a c t i o n  w i t h  

t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  n o t e d  above, t h e  n o t a b l e s  c o n t r o l l e d  such 

c r u c i a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  economy as  food s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  

and c a r a v a n  t r a d e .  The n o t a b l e s  were a b l e  t o  use  t h i s  power t o  

g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  advantage and f r e q u e n t l y  p l a c e d  v a l i s  i n  

d e l i c a t e  p o s i t i o n s .  C h r i s t i a n  n o t a b l e s  as w e l l  as Mus l ims  had  

a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  economic power i n  t h e  c i t i e s .  

The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Ottoman government t o w a r d  t h e s e  n o t a b l e s  

w i l l  be examined i n  d e t a i l  i n  subsequent  c h a p t e r s ,  b u t  t h e  

b a s i s  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  can be f a i r l y  s i m p l y  s t a t e d .  The power 

e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  n o t a b l e s  was n e v e r  g r e a t  enough t o  s e v e r e l y  

t h r e a t e n  Ot toman c o n t r o l  o f  t h o  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a r e a  and t h u s  

t h e r e  was n o  p r e s s i n g  n e c e s s i t y  t o  suppress  them. On t h e  con- 

t r a r y ,  t h e y  were used by t h e  government i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  

b a l a n c e  t h e  power g i v e n  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  governments.  The 

c e n t r a l  government  was more a f r a i d  o f  Armenian s e p a r a t i s m  and 

independence moves on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  v a l i s  t h a n  i t  was o f  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l l y  l o c a l  i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  n o t a b l e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  keep 

them under  a  modicum o f  c o n t r o l  t h e  Ottoman p o l i c y  was t o  keep 

them d i v i d e d  as much a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  neve r  a l l o w  them t o  

engage i n  open w a r f a r e  o r  a l i g n  themse lves  w i t h  t h e  Kurds.  The 

P r i n c i p a l  men o f  most v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  aqas and beys, were u s u a l l y  

Condemned by d e f a u l t  f o r  some o f f e n s e  by t h e  l o c a l  c o u r t s  b u t  

were a l l o w e d  t o  l i v e  unmo les ted  as l o n g  as t h e y  rema ined  i n  t h e  

v i l l a q e ,  T h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  was t h u s  r e s t r i c t s d  and a t  t h e  same 



t ime t h e y  were a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u o  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  l o w e s t  

l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  t h e i r  own, t h e  l e v e l s  t h e  O t t o m a n s  

c o u l d  n o t  h o p e  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  K u r d i s h  f e u d s  were d e l i b e r a t e l y  

k e p t  a l i v e  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

t r i b a l  u n i f i c a t i o n .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  show a r e c o g n i t i o n  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  and w e a k n e s s e s  

o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and  a r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  



CHAPTER FOUFir T h e  A f t e r m a t h  o f  War. 

H a v i n g  e x a m i n e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o u p s ,  c l a s s e s ,  

a n d  s o c i a l  q r o u p s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  and h a v i n g  a n a l y z e d  t h e  

governmental s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i t  i s  now t ime t o  l o o k  

more  c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  

r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v o r n m e n t  t o  t h s  p r o b l e m s  c r e a t e d  by 

t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  f o c u s  on c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R u s s o - T u r k i s h  

War o f  1 8 7 6 - 8 .  E a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  

t h e a t r e s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s  e v e n t u a l l y  o c c u p y i n g  

E r z o r o u m  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  T h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  

c o n f l i c t r  f a m i n e ,  r e f u g e e s ,  f i n a n c i a l  c h a o s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l  d i s -  

o r d e r ,  u~ill b e  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r .  T h e n  

t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s ,  b o t h  p a s t o r a l  and  n o m a d i c ,  

t o  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  army w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d ,  a n  a s p e c t  

o f  t h e  war  w h i c h  was  e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t s  i n  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y .  T h e  c h a p t e r  will c o n c l u d e  w i t h  a  

s e c t i o n  on  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  c o n s u l s  i n  

A n a t o l i a ,  a n o t h e r  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  war  a n d  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  w r a n g l i n g s  

t h a t  f o l l o w e d  i t .  I 

PART I 

T h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  p u b l i c i z e d  and  p r o b a b l y  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  

o f  t h ~ !  R u s s o - T u r k i s h  IlJar t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s .  A f t e r  



s e v e r a l  h a r d - f o u g h t  b a t t l e s  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  l o n g  s i e g e  o f  

t h o  O t t o m a n  f o r t r r s s  a t  P l e v n a  t h e  R u s s i a n s  were e v e n t u a l l y  

a b l e  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  O t t o m a n s  a n d  move t o  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  I n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  t h e  s c e n a r i o  was  much t h e  

same .  T h e  R u s s i a n s  won t h e  i n i t i a l  b a t t l e s  b u t  were s o o n  

d e f e a t e d  a n d  d r i v e n  b a c k .  T h e y  a t t a c k e d  a g a i n  i n  1878 a n d  t h a  

O t t o m a n  a r m i e s  w e r e  d e f e a t e d ,  t h e  R u s s i a n s  e v e n t u a l l y  c a p t u r i n g  

E r z e r o u m ,  d o e p  i n  O t t o m a n  t e r r i t o r y .  

T h e  s e e - s a w  s t r u g g l e  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  among t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  b e i n g  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  A r m e n i a n s ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  war o n  

t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and  t h e  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r e a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s ,  T h e  war  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  a t ime when O t t o m a n  

c o n t r o l  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

c h a p t e r ,  w a s  a t  b e s t  p r e c a r i o u s  and  when t h e  r e g i o n  was i n  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  s e v e r e  e c o n o m i c  

h a r d s h i p ,  B e s i d e s  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  

i n v a s i o n ,  t h e  O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  t o  b e  concerned a b o u t  

t h o  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o u ~ d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n *  I 

R u s s i a n  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  a n d  c o n s u l s  h a d  b e e n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

s p r e a d  d i s a f f ~ c t i o n  among t h e  Armenian  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  many 

y e a r s ,  u r g i n g  t h e m  t o  c o n v e r t  t o  O r t h o d o x y  a n d  t h u s  come u n d e r  
I 

R u s s i a n  p r o t e c t i o n .  Even  t h e  K u r d s  were a t t r a c t e d  t o  some d e g r e e  

o f  R u s s i a n  i n t r i g u e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w  K u r d s  i n  R u s s i a  

a n d  t h e i r  a n t i p a t h y  t o w a r d  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  Tho o n l y  g r o u p s  upon  



w h i c h  t h o  Ottomans c o u l d  r e l y  were t h o  s m a l l  T u r k i s h  peasan t  

p o p u l a t i o n  and t h e  M u s l i m  u r b a n  notables, whose lack o f  

sympathy w i th  Ottoman g o a l s  and p o l i c i e s  h a s  a l r e a d y  been 

d i s c u s s e d .  The war was t h u s  a p o t e n t  r e m i n d e r  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  

govarnment  b o t h  o f  i t s  weakness i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h o  E m p i r e  

and o f  i t s  need f o r  f i r m e r  l o y a l t i e s  among t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a  

l e s s o n  w h i c h  was n o t  t o  be soon f o r g o t t e n .  

If i n i t i a l  i m p r e s s i o n s  a r e  i n d e e d  t h e  most l a s t i n g  ones, 

t h e n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  Abdu lhamid ' s  r e i g n  a r e  t h e  k e y  t o  u n d e r -  

s t a n d i n g  Ot toman p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  yea rs .  I n  1878, i t  

must have  appeared  t h a t  t h e  E m p i r e  was i n  v e r y  r e a l  danger  o f  

e i t h e r  c o l l a p s i n g  o r  g i v i n g  i n  t o  e x t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s .  The 

R u s s i a n s  and A u s t r i a n s  had  g i v e n  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  

were i n  e a r n e s t  abou t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S a l k a n s  and t h e  

S a l k a n  C h r i s t i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  were emerg ing  as  a m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  Ottomans, a s i t u a t i o n  t h e y  had n o t  faced s i n c e  t h e  

f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  B r i t i s h  moves on Cyp rus  

and Egypk ,  Eu ropean  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Ot toman economy, and s i g n s  

of  u n r e s t  oven i n  t h e  Muslim p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  made s u r v i v a l  

t h e  k e y  i s s u e  f o r  Abdu lhamid ' s  government .  S u r v i v a l  had  been 

t h e  i m p l i c i t  i s s u e  e v e r  s i n c e  S e l i m  I11 had  begun t h e  Ot toman 

r e f o r m s ,  b u t  i t  was n e v e r  a s  p r o m i n e n t  a s  i t  was i n  1878, Yhen 

t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  d i d  become more s e c u r e  a f t e r  t h e  

i n i t i a l  c r i s i s ,  t h e  t o n e  o f  t h s  government  had been s e t .  I t  

i s  o n l y  w i t h  t h i s  p r i m a c y  o f  s u r v i v a l  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  mind  t h a t  

we c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  H a m i d i a n  p o l i c y .  



T h e  y e a r s  o f  c r o p  f a i l u r e  and f a m i n e  which  h a d  p r e c e d e d  

p e a s a n t s .  Tho  K u r d i s h  nomads a n d  v i l l a g e r s  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  

r o l y  on  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  f o r  s u s t e n a n c e  more  t h a n  u s u a l  a n d  s i n c e  

t h e  p e a s a n t s  h a d  l e s s  t o  g i v e ,  t h e  a c t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  

b r i g a n d a g e  w e r e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t .  The  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  

f e l l o w  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  l o n g  t h o u g h t  o f  by many A r m e n i a n s  t o  b e  

d e l i v e r e r s ,  was g r e e t e d  by t h e m  w i t h  g r e a t  j o y  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n .  

B e s i d e s  j u s t  b e i n g  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  u s e d  

t h e  o c c a s i o n  t o  e x a c t  v e n g e a n c e  on t h e i r  Muslim n e i g h b o r s  f o r  

p a s t  w r o n g s .  As o n e  a u t h o r  h a s  s a i d :  

"VJith t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s . .  . . t h e  A r m e n i a n s  h a d  
b e e n  i n  t h e  u n u s u a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  u p p e r  h a n d  
a s  t h e  R u s s i a n s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  members o f  t h e i r  r a c e  
a s  f r i e n d s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  e n e m i e s .  Under t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  
t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  d o u b t l e s s  g u i l t y  o f  m i s t r e a t i n g  t h e  
Mos lems ,  n o t  was  i t  u n n a t u r a l  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  p r o f i t s  
were made d u r i n g  t h e  R u s s i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g a i n e d  
by t h e  Armenian  b u s i n s s ~ r n e n . " ~  

T h o  i n t r u s i o n  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s  i n t o  t h e  r e g i o n  u p s e t  t h e  b a l a n c e  , 

f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  t h e  u r b a n  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  t h e  u r b a n  1 

M u s l i m s .  Many o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  were c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  

R u s s i a n s  would  r e m a i n  o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  would  o c c u p y  mos t  o f  t h e  

a r e a ,  t h u s  c h a n g i n g  t h e  b a l a n c e  f o r  g o o d . 2  A c t i n g  on  w h a t  p r o v e d  

t o  b ~  a f a l s e  a s s u m p t i o n ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  r e v e a l e d  many o f  t h e i r  
-- 

' ~ o r r i s  Uric, " G r e a t  R r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  Armenian  Q u e s t i o n  1 8 7 8 -  
l 9 1 4 " ,  Unpublished PhD. t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n ,  1 9 3 8 , p . 5 6 .  

2 T h e  9 r i t i s h  o c c u p a t i n n  o f  C y p r u s  i n  1 8 7 8  Mas s e e n  by many 
Armenians a s  a p r e l u d e  t o  t h n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  
I b i d  p . 5 7 .  .' 



t r u e  f e e l i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Ottoman government ,  and more 

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e i r  immad ia te  f u t u r e ,  t h e i r  Mus l im  n e i g h b o r s .  

Once t h i s  was done, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  u r b a n  Armen ians  

and Mus l ims  c o u l d  n e v e r  be q u i t e  t h e  same aga in .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  

war t h e r e  had  bean many i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  between t h e  

n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  two  commun i t i es ,  b u t  f rom 1878 on t h e r e  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n .  When 

t h e  R u s s i a n s  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  most o f  t h e  r e g i o n  a f t e r  t h e  T r e a t y  

o f  San S t e f a n o  i n  1878, t h e  M u s l i m s  once a g a i n  were dominant  and 

began s e t t l i n g  s c o r e s  accumu la ted  d u r i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n .  Rumors 

o f  massacres  and p e r s e c u t i o n  were rampant  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

Armen ian  communi ty ,  most o f  w h i c h  were exaggera ted .  The p a n i c  

o f  t h e  Armenians t e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a c t u a l  t e n s i o n  and 

danger  because o f  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  t o  e v e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  

Mus l ims  and Armenians.  

I n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  t h e  Armenian r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  

o c c u p a t i o n  was n o t  as  pronounced.  The peasan t  Armenian t e n d e d  

t o  be l e s s  i n f o r m e d ,  l e s s  i n f l u e n c e d  by R u s s i a n  propaganda and 

s u f f e r e d  e q u a l l y  w i t h  h i s  T u r k i s h  and ~ u r d i s h  n e i g h b o r s  f r o m  

t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  war. The Armenian p e a s a n t s  were n o t  a b l e  t o  

b e n e f i t  t o  any g r e a t  e x t e n t  f rom t h e  R u s s i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  s i n c e  

a l l  a r m i e s  on t h o  march behaved i n  much t h e  same way when i n  

t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  

p a r t s  o f  t h ~  Armenian communi ty  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  u r b a n - r u r a l  

s p l i t  m e n t i o n c d  e a r l i e r ,  a  s p l i t  wh i ch  became even more 



i m p o r t a n t  when t h e  A r m e n i a n s  begcjn t o  r e a c t  more  s t r o n g l y  

a g a i n s t  Ot toman  and  K u r d i s h  a c t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n .  

T h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h o  war on  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  c a n  b o s t  b e  

d e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  h e a d i n g s :  f a m i n e ,  r e f u g e e s ,  a n d  

f i n a n c i a l  c h a o s .  Bo th  t h e  R u s s i a n  and O t t o m a n  a r m i e s ,  a s  we l l  

a s  t h e  C o s s a c k  and K u r d i s h  i r r e g u l a r s ,  l i v e d  o f f  t h e  l a n d  d u r i n g  

much o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n i n g ,  w h i c h  mean t  t h a t  v i l l a g e  l i f e  i n  many 

p a r t s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was c o m p l e t e l y  d i s r u p t e d ,  I f  v i l l a g e s  

were n o t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  p a t h  o f  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  a r m i e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  

a t  t h e  l e a s t  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  o p p r e s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  K u r d s  

who r e i g n e d  s u p r e m e  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  v i r t u a l  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  

O t t o m a n  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  w a r ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  l o s s e s  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  armies and t h e  K u r d s ,  a l l  o f  t h e  

a r e a  was  f o r c e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  men, m a t e r i a l ,  and  f o o d  s u p p l i e s  

t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  a r m y ,  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  Ot toman  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  and  

t h e  r e s e r v e s  w e r e  moved t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  l e a v i n g  a  vacuum i n  

many p a r t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  w h i c h  was a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  f i l l e d  

by t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  war  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  h a d  

b e e n  g i v e n  a s e m i - m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s  by  t h e  O t t o m a n s  w h i c h  t h e y  

i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean f r e e d o m  t o  r a i d  and  p l u n d e r  a t  w i l l  . 
T h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  and  d i s r u p t i o n  c a u s e d  by t h e  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  

C o u n t r y s i d e  was e s p e c i a l l y  h a r d  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t  t o  b e a r ,  a s  i s  

shown i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  made by a  c o n s u l  s p e a k i n g  o f  

t h e  a r e a  on t h e  c a r a v a n  r o a d  f r o m  E r z e r o u m  t o  T a b r i z  i n  P e r s i a :  



" I n  1 8 7 7  f i v a  t imes d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  s e v e n  
m o n t h s  d i d  a n  a rmy t r a v a r s e  t h e s o  d i s t r i c t s ,  t a k i n g  
f r o m  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  s u p p l i o s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  w i t h o u t  
p a y m e n t ,  and  i n  many c a s e s  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  r e c e i p t s .  
Once i n  t h e  same  y e a r ,  and  a g a i n  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  w h o l e  
v i l l a g e s ,  b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  and  T u r k i s h ,  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  
t o  e m i g r a t e  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  f e a r f u l  r a v a g e s  
c o m m i t t e d  by t h e  K u r d i s h  i r r e g u l a r  c a v a l r y ,  and i n  
t h o s e  f l i g h t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  made i n  company w i t h  t h e  
a r m i e s ,  g r e a t  l o s s e s  w e r e  s u s t a i n e d ,  To make way f o r  
r e t r e a t i n g  t r o o p s  t h e  v i l l a g e  c a r t s  w e r e  o f t o n  p u s h e d  
o f f  t h e  r o a d  a n d  o v e r t u r n e d ,  women and  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  
t r a m p l e d  a n d  k i l l e d ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  
a d v a n c e  were o v e h t a k e n  by t h e  K u r d s  and p l u n d e r e d  o f  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  p o s s e ~ s e d . " ~  

T h i s  q u o t a t i o n  s h o u l d  c o n v e y  some s e n s e  o f  t h e  i n t e n s e  human 

t r a g e d y  w h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  d o m i n a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  f o r  

t h e  p e o p l e  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  To a v o i d  a s s u m i n g  a  t o o  d i s t a n t  

a n d  s t e r i l e  a n  a t t i t u d e  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  we mus t  

c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d  o u r s e l v e s  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e r s o n a l ,  

i n d i v i d u a l  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  were t a k i n g  p l a c e  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  

t h e  w a r .  W h i l e  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  humans  a d j u s t  r e m a r k a b l y  wel l  t o  

new and  s o m e t i m e s  h o r r i b l e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h i s  war w i t h  a l l  i t s  

h a r d s h i p s ,  f o l l o w i n g  s o  c l o s e  on a  p e r i o d  o f  f a m i n e  and  n a t u r a l  

d i s a s t e r ,  m u s t  h a v e  s e v e r e l y  d e m o r a l i z e d  and  d i s c o u r a g e d  n o t  

o n l y  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  and  n o t a b l e s ,  b u t  t h e  ' h a r d y '  p e a s a n t s  a s  

w e l l .  

T h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  war  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was  t h e  f a m i n e  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  i n  1 8 7 9  and  1 8 8 0 .  

3 ~ v e r e t t ,  C r z e r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  43 o f  11 O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  - F.O., 
424 /91 .  I t  i s  p e r h a p s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  a s  w r e t c h e d  as t h e  K u r d s  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  i n  t h e s a  r e p o r t s ,  t h e y  o n l y  p l u n d e r e d  t h e  p e a s a n t s  
who l a g g e d ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s l a u q h t e r  them l i k e  c a t t l e ,  w h i c h  o n e  
c o u l d  h a v e  e x p e c t e d  j u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  i n  t h e  
c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s .  



The i n d u c t i o n  o f  most o f  t h e  a b l e  b o d i e d  men o f  t h e  r e g i o n  i n t o  

t h e  army and t h e  c a l l i n g  u p  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e s  i n  1876 had made i t  

e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t o  p r o p e r l y  p l a n t  t h e  

c r o p s  d u r i n g  t h e s o  yea rs .  The d o v a s t a t i o n  caused by  t h e  a r m i e s  

and t h e  Kurds,  t h e  government s i e z u r e  o f  food f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  

and t h e  ex t reme weather  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  1878 comp le ted  t h e  p i c t u r e  

and produced fam ine  and m i s e r y  f o r  most o f  t h e  peasant  p o p u l a -  

t i o n .  As i n  o t h e r  p e r i o d s  o f  famine,  thousands o f  p e a s a n t s  were 

f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  and move t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  c i t y  o r  

town where t h e y  c o u l d  e i t h e r  beg o r  l i v e  o f f  meager government 

s u b s i d i e s ,  By t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1880  t h e r e  were ove r  fou r  t housand  

d e s t i t u t e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  D i a r b e k i r ,  w i t h  s i m i l a r  f i g u r e s  

f o r  B i t l i s ,  Van, and € r z o r o u m a 4  A d r o u g h t  i n  1879 had r u i n e d  

t h e  e n t i r e  wheat c r o p  i n  most o f  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  v i l a y e t  and 

s u p p l i e s  had t o  be s e n t  f r o m  M a l a t i a  and Kharpu t ,  most o f  wh ich  

were s t o l e n  by Kurds  o r  s iphoned  o f f  by n o t a b l e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  

a r r i v e d .  The government s u p p l i e d  some g r a i n  each day t o  t h e  

b a k e r i e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  t o  f e e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  Bread was g i v e n  t o  

t h o s e  w i t h  no  money and s o l d  a t  v a r i o u s  p r i c e s  t o  o t h e r s ,  

depend ing  on t h e i r  w s a l t h .  ~ n f l a t i o n  and c o r r u p t i o n  managed t o  

make even t h i s  e q u i t a b l e  system i n o p e r a b l e  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  

t h o u g h  few p e o p l e  were a l l o w e d  t o  d i e  o f  s t a r v a t i o n .  

The l o c a l  government had enough g r a i n  s t o r e d  t o  feed t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  and c o u l d  even send o c c a s i o n a l  a i d  t o  

 rotto tor, D i a r b o k i r ,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  155 o f  17 March 1880, 
F.O., 424/106. 



some o f  t h e  c l o s o r  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  s u p p l y  s e e d  g r a i n  

t o  t h o  p e a s a n t s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  b r e a k  t h e  f a m i n e  c y c l e .  T h e r e  

was  p r o b a b l y  s u f f i c i e n t  g r a i n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  ware- 

h o u s e s  b u t  n o  way t o  t r a n s p o r t  i t  and  d i s t r i b u t e  i t  t o  t h e  

v i l l a c ~ e s . ~  A s  o r d e r  was s l o w l y  r e s t o r e d  a f t e r  1878 t h e  s h o r t a g e  

b e g a n  t o  e a s e  s i n c e  g r a i n  a n d  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  c o u l d  b e  s a f e l y  

s h i p p e d  f r o m  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  S i v a s ,  w h i c h  s u f f e r e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  

f r o m  t h e  f a m i n e ,  a n d  K h a r p u t  t o  t h e  h a r d e r  h i t  v i l a y e t s  o f  Van,  

E r z e r o u m ,  and . D i a r b e k i r .  W i t h  i n c r e a s e d  o r d e r  t h e  r o a d s  became 

more s e c u r e  m a k i n g  t r a n s p o r t  o f  g o o d s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h o u g h  s t i l l  

d i f f i c u l t .  

T h e  g r e a t e s t  s u f f e r e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  were t h e  

v i l l a g e r s .  Food was  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  them i n  t h e  c i t i e s  b u t  

t h e y  h a d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  i n  mos t  c a s e s  t o  r e c e i v e  

i t .  W i t h  p o o r  r o a d s ,  few h o r s e s ,  a n d  bad w e a t h e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  

v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  n e v e r  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

g e n e r o s i t y .  O f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  t h e  h a r d e s t  h i t  were t h e  p a s t o r a l  

K u r d s  who r e l i e d  on t h e i r  f l o c k s  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  I n  a  f a m i n e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  s h e e p ,  c a t t l e ,  and  o t h e r  a n i m a l s  were t h e  f i r s t  

t o  d i e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f o o d  s h o r t a g e .  T h e  f l o c k s  o f  t h e  K u r d s  

w e r e  d e c i m a t e d  by 1878 and a s  a r e s u l t  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  m o r e  f r o m  

t h e  f a m i n o  t h a n  t h e i r  Armenian  n e i g h b o r s .  C o n s u l  C l a y t o n  

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  t e n  t h o u s a n d  p e r s o n s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  

d i c d  d u r i n g  t h e  f a m i n c ,  n i n t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  were ~ u r d s .  T h e  
- - - - - - - - - .- 

5 T a x e s  p a i d  i n  g r a i n  were s t o r e d  i n  w a r e h o u s e s  i n  t h o  
p r o v i n c e s .  Due t o  p a o r  r o a d s  and  g e n o r a l  i n e f f i c i e n c y  much o f  
t h i s  q r a i n  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  w a r e h o u s e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p o i l i n g .  



a n i m a l s  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t ,  r e c e i v e d  a i d  f rom Armenian  c o m m i t t e e s  

b a s e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and E u r o p e  and  f rom t h e  c o n s u l s ,  n o n e  

6 o f  w h i c h  was  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  K u r d s .  

T h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  were n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h o  

f a m i n e  s i n c e  f o o d  s u p p l i e s  were a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m .  Many 

o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  made c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r t u n e s  by h o a r d i n g  w h a t  

g r a i n  t h e r e  was t o  s e l l  a t  t h e  i n f l a t e d  p r i c e s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

made s p o r a d i c  a t t e m p t s  t o  s t o p  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s ,  b u t  t h e y  were 

l a r g e l y  i n e f f e c t i v e .  

A n o t h e r  u n s e t t l i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  war was t h e  l a r g e  i n f l u x  

o f  r e f u g e e s  i n t o  p a r t s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  T h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  a r m i e s  c r e a t e d  a g r e a t  number o f  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  among t h e  

l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  who were f o r c e d  t o  s e e k  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  

c i t i e s  u n t i l  s u c h  time as t h e y  c o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s .  

By f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  r e f u g e e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  were M u s l i m s ,  

m a i n l y  f r o m  a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  by R u s s i a  a f t e r  t h e  war. T h e r e  w o r e  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 , 0 0 0  of  t h e s e ,  m a i n l y  C i r c a s s i a n s ,  f rom t h e  

K a r s  v i l a y e t  and e l s e w h e r e ,  a t h i r d  o f  whom s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  

E r z o r o u m  v i l a y e t  and  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  m a i n l y  i n  S i v a s .  They  were 

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p a s t o r a l  K u r d s  t h o u g h  somewhat  more  f o r m i d a b l e  

a s  f i g h t e r s  a n d  t h u s  s e r v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s e c u r i t y .  

No c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  was made by t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  u n t i l  

a f t e r  1 8 9 0  t o  a i d  t h e s e  r e f u g e e s  i n  s e t t l i n g  on t h e  l a n d .  T h e y  

6 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  1 4 4  o f  30  J u n o  1 8 8 0 ,  F.O., 
4 2 4 / l 0 7 .  



were  a s s i g n e d  t o  T u r k i s h  v i l l a g e s  and were f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  as 

b e s t  t h e y  c o u l d ,  r e l y i n g  on  t h e  good w i l l  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  

f o r  f o o d  and s u p p l i e s .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m i s t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  

hands  o f  t h e  government ,  many o f  t h e  C i r c a s s i a n s  d i e d  w i t h i n  

a few y e a r s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  t u r n e d  t o  r a i d i n g ,  p r i m a r i l y  a g a i n s t  

Armen ian  v i l l a g e r s .  

The R u s s o - T u r k i s h  war d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  t h e  O t t o -  

man E m p i r e ' s  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s  b u t  r a t h e r ,  a s  one wou ld  e x p e c t ,  

made thsm much more c r i t i c a l .  The new s u l t a n  was faced  w i t h  a  

m o n e t a r y  c r i s i s  w h i c h  h e  h a d  t o  s o l v e  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  b e g i n  t o  

s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m y r i a d  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  b e s e t  t h e  

E m p i r e .  D e s p i t e  t h e  fam ine ,  l a w l e s s n e s s ,  r e f u g e e s ,  and o t h e r  

p r o b l e m s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  S u l t a n  Abdulhamid and t h e  P o r t e  

had  t o  p r e s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  even h a r d e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  t h e  war f o r  

monoy. The s p e c i a l  m o n e t a r y  l e v i e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

c h a p t e r  were  one o f  t h e  gove rnmen t ' s  m a i n  t a c t i c s  i n  a c q u i r i n g  

t h e  c a s h  t o  pay f o r  t h e  war and t h e  i m m e d i a t e  c o s t s  o f  r e c o v e r y .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  meet t h e s e  l e v i e s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  h a d  t o  

s e l l  much o f  t h e  g r a i n  s t o r e d  i n  government  warehouses,  g r a i n  

w h i c h  was r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h o s e  s u f f e r i n g  f rom t h e  famine.? B e s i d e s  

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d r a i n  caused b y  t h e s e  government  l e v i e s ,  t h e r c  

were  many p r o v i n c i a l  government  o f f i c i a l s  t a k i n g  advan tage  o f  

t h e  l a c k  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  b y  t h e  c e n t r a l  government  and extorting 

money f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  
- 

7 ~ r o t t c r ,  Erzs roum,  t o  L a y a r d ,  112  o f  5 November 1879, 
F 0 - t  424/91.  



T h e r e  w o r e  many a t t e m p t s  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 7 9  t o  

c o l l ~ c t  b a c k  t a x e s  f o r  1 8 7 7  a n d  1 8 7 8 ,  y e a r s  when c o l l e c t i o n  i n  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  h a d  b e e n  v i r t u a l l y  s u s p e n d e d .  T h e  p e a s a n t s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  h a d  no  money and  n o  e x t r a  g r a i n  t o  p a y  t h e s e  t a x e s ,  a n d  

i n  f a c t  c o u l d  h a r d l y  p a y  t h e  c u r r e n t  t a x e s .  The  v i l l a g e r s  and  

many o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  who d e p e n d e d  on money f rom t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e s e  moves by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  Many of  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  

h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  g i v e  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  a rmy d u r i n g  t h e  

war  and  f e l t  t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  d i s c o u n t e d  f r o m  t h e  

t a x e s  owed. One o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  demands  f o r  b a c k  

t a x e s  were e s p e c i a l l y  s e v e r e  i n  t h e  Armenian  v i l l a g e s  a n d  

s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  may h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t h i s  as a 

way o f  g e t t i n g  b a c k  a t  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  f o r  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n a b l e  

c o n d u c t  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  8 

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n c e r n  w h i c h  c a u s e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e a c t i o n  

among t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  l a r g e  i n  t h o  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  war  

was  t h e  d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c y  i n  1 8 7 9 .  P a r t  o f  Che 

c u r r e n c y  was w i t h d r a w n  c o m p l e t e l y  w h i l e  o t h e r  p a r t s  w e r e  

d e v a l u e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  T h e  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  

by  t h e s e  moves  s i n c e  t h e y  h e l d  v e r y  l i t t l e  c u r r e n c y ,  b u t  t h e  
9 

nomads  a n d  townsmen s u f f e r e d  l a r g e  l o s s e s .  T h e  d e v a l u a t i o n  was  

a n n o u n c e d  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  i t  was t o  t a k e  p l a c e  w h i c h  c a u s e d  

a g r o a t  d e a l  o f  d u m p i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  c u r r e n c i ~ s  on  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

' ~ v e r c t t ,  E r z e r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  1 3 3  o f  4  November 1 8 7 9 ,  F.O., 
424 /91 .  

9 ~ h e r m s i d e ,  K h o r p u t ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  1 9 4  o f  5 A p r i l  1 8 8 0 ,  7 . 0 . .  
4 2 4 / 1 0 6 .  S i n c e  t h e  nomads  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  c a r a v a n  
t r a d e  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  c a r r y  l i t t l e  w i t h  t h e m ,  much o f  
t h e i r  w e a l t h  was  i n  t h o  fo rm o f  c u r r e n c y  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  



treasuries. T h e  g o v s r n m e n t  q u i c k l y  g o t  r i d  o f  i t  by u s i n g  i t  

t o  p a y  b a c k  s a l a r i e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  employees. T h e r e  was  a  

g e n a r a l  l a c k  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n c y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  

p e r i o d  w h i c h ,  when c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  

g e n e r a l l y ,  made a  p o s t w a r  r e c o v e r y  o f  b u s i n e s s  and t r a d e  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t .  

T h e  d e v a l u a t i o n  l e d  t o  s e r i o u s  o u t b r e a k s  o f  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r  

i n  a few o f  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t e r s ,  t h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e i n g  i n  

t h e  c i t y  o f  M a l a t i a  i n  D i a r b a k i r  v i l a y e t  i n  1 8 8 0 .  I n  t h a t  c i t y  

a b o u t  t w o  t h o u d a n d  p e o p l e  m a r c h e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h o u s e  t o  

p r o t e s t  t h e  d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  c u r r e n c y ,  t h e  b e s h l i k .  

D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  t h e  g r a i n  m a r k e t  was  p l u n d e r e d ,  t h e  windows  o f  

t h e  m u t e s a r r i f ' s  h o u s e  were s m a s h e d ,  o f f i , c i a l s  were t h r e a t e n e d  

a n d  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h o  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  made s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  t h r e a t s  

o f  more  v i o l e n c e  if t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  were n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  

r e p l a c e d .  T h e  m o s t  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  f a m i l i a r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  l e v e l  

w a s  u s u a l l y  b lamed  f o r  a n y  l o c a l  p r o b l e m s  o r  u n p o p u l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  was  l e d  by t h e  Musl im n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  

who p r o b a b l y  u s e d  t h e  c u r r e n c y  i s s u e  t o  e x c i t e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

a n d  t h e r e b y  g e t  r i d  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  o f f i c i a l s  who may h a v e  b e e n  

s e e n  a s  a  t h r e a t  by t h e  n o t a b l e s .  T h e  - v a l i  o f  D i a r b e k i r  bowed 

t o  t h a  i n s u r g e n t ' s  d e m a n d s  and  s e n t  a new g r o u p  o f  o f f i c i a l s  

t o  t h e  s a n d j n k ,  a n d  a l o n g  w i t h  them h e  s e n t  s i x  t r o o p s  o f  

c a v a l r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r . 1 • ‹  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  
I---C- 

- 

' O ~ r o t t s r ,  D i a r b e k i r ,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  1 7 7  o f  1 6  A p r i l  1 8 8 0 ,  
F 0 * ,  424 /106 .  



i t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  few i n s t a n c e s  o f  a  c i v i l  p r o t e s t  d u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  f a m i n e  a n d  s o  f o r t h ,  t h e r e  

were n o  l a r g e  s c a l e  r e b e l l i o n s  on  t h e  p a r t  of' t h e  u r b a n  o r  

v i l l a g e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h e  e v e n t s  i n  M a l a t i a  show t h a t  t h e  

i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  r e b e l l i o n  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i f  t h e  r i g h t  c i r c u m -  

s t a n c e s  b r o u g h t  t h e m  t o g e t h e r .  l1 T h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

p r o b a b l y  satu t h e  e v e n t s  i n  M a l a t i a  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a t  l e a s t  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  r e b e l l i o n .  T h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e a s i l y  p u t  down by t h e  s i x  t r o o p s  o f  c a v a l r y  

s e n t  f r o m  D i a r b e k i r  a n d  t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l s  r e t a i n e d ,  b u t  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  c h o s e  t o  c o m p r o m i s c  w i t h  t h e  n o t a b l e s .  R e b e l l i o u s  

a c t i v i t y  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  K u r d s  and  l a t e r  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  was 

e x p e c t e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and was n o t  a  c a u s e  f o r  

s u r p r i s e  o r  u n d u e  c o n c e r n  i n  mos t  c a s e s ,  b u t  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  

were t h o  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  m a i n  s o u r c e  o f  s t r e n g t h  and a n y  r e b e l l i o u s  

a c t i v i t y  o n  t h e i r  p a r t  was  t o  be t a k e n  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y .  

O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  d i s l o y a l  o r  r e b e l l i o u s  a c t i v i t y  i n  

t h o  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  a r e a  was  t o  v a r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

s o u r c e  a n d  time p e r i o d .  T h e r e  was  n o  c l e a r  c u t  p o l i c y  o f  a l w a y s  

a s s e r t i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  o f  a l w a y s  

g i v i n g  i n  and w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t o  p a s s ,  E a c h  s i t u a t i o n  

was  d e a l t  t u i t h  i n  i t s  l o c a l  c o n t e x t  and  maximum f l e x i b i l i t y  

m a i n t a i n e d .  

" ~ r o t t s r ,  D i n r b o k i r ,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  177  o f  1 6  A p r i l  1 8 8 0 ,  
F e n  4 2 4 / 1 0 6 ,  a n d  T r o t t e r  t o  G r a n v i l l e ,  1 5  o f  1 J u n e  1 8 8 0 ,  -2 ' 
F.O., 424/107. 



T h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t o r a l  and n o m a d i c  K u r d s  t o  t h e  war  

and  i t s  a f t e r m a t h  had  s e v e r e  c o n s n q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n .  

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  war  t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c i d e d  t o  

u t i l i z e  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  K u r d s  by a t t a c h i n g  them 

t o  t h e  Ot toman  army a s  i r r e g u l a r s .  They  were armed w i t h  modern  

w e a p o n s  and were g i v e n  m i s s i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  

C o s s a c k s .  T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  f a i l u r e s  o f  

t h e  Ot toman  army were p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l  d u r i n g  t h e  war b u t  t h e  

i m p a c t  on t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  o f  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  wel l  a r m e d ,  

o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  K u r d s  was g r e a t .  T h e y  a c h i e v e d  t h e i r  

g r e a t e s t  n o t e r i e t y  f o r  m a s s a c r i n g  R u s s i a n  wounded and  p r i s o n e r s  

on  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  and f o r  c o u n t l e s s  Armenian  v i l l a g e s  w h i c h  

were p l u n d e r e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d .  1 2  

T h e  K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t y  d i d  n o t  c e a s e  w i t h  t h e  end  o f  t h e  w a r .  

T h e  Ot toman  c i v i l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  was  

e x t r e m e l y  weak t h r o u g h o u t  1 8 7 9  a n d  mos t  o f  1880 and  t h e  K u r d s  

t o o k  f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Armenian  v i l l a g e s  were 

a t t a c k e d ,  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h o  R u s s i a n s ,  

a n d  s e v e r a l  a c t u a l  r e b e l l i o n s  o f  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  o r  g r o u p s  o f  

t r i b e s  w e r e  a t t e m p t e d .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  was  e s p e c i a l l y  bad i n  t h e  

more  i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  a s  D e r s i m ,  p a r t s  o f  Van and  D i a r b e k i r ,  and 

t h e  H e k k i a r i  r e g i o n .  T h e  g e n e r a l  d i s o r d e r  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

t h e  p e r i o d  i s  described well  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  on  

D i a r b e k i r  by c o n s u l  T r o t t e r  r 

I 2 ~ o  d o u b t  a few o f  t h o  K u r d i s h  v i l l a g e s  o f  r i v a l  t r i b e s  
were a l s o  d e a l t  w i t h  by t h e s e  K u r d s .  



" I n  t h o  s p r i n g  l a s t  y e a r  s e v e r a l  b l o o d y  f i g h t s ,  a t t e n d e d  
w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l ~  l o s s  o f  l i f e ,  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  A i l l i  - 
K u r d s ,  K a r a g o t c h i s ,  and  A r a b s  on  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h o  
d e s e r t  n e a r  D i a r b e k i r ,  and  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p r o s e n t  y e a r  
some o f  t h e  Shamer  A r a b s  w o r e  f o r  a  time i n  a r m s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  many p a r t s  o f  M a l a t i a ,  t h o  w e s t e r n  
s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  v i l a y e t ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  l a u g h e d  a t ;  o n l y  a few w e e k s  a g o  a t  
Adiaman soma d i s a f f e c t e d  K u r d s  i n  t h a t  p r o v i n c e  a t t a c k e d  
a  s m a l l  d e t a c h m e n t  o f  s o l d i e r s  and k i l l e d  t w o  o f  t h e m ;  
l a s t  May some t w e n t y  l i v e s  were l o s t  i n  a F i g h t  b e t w e e n  
t w o  a n t a g o n i s t i c  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s .  A t  D e y r i k ,  t w o  d a y s  t o  
t h o  s o u t h  o f  D i a r b e k i r ,  a c t s  o f  l a w l e s s n e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
m u r d e r s  a n d  r o b b e r i e s ,  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  l a s t  
s p r i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  were u r g e n t l y  i m p l o r i n g  me f o r  
h e l p .  A t  H a i m i ,  a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  two  d a y s  n o r t h  o f  
D i a r b e k i r ,  l y n c h  l a w  was e x e c u t e d  on a  Moslem N o t a b l e ,  
a n d  t h e  m u r d e r e d  m a n ' s  h e a d  was  p u b l i c l y  d r a g g e d  r o u n d  
t h e  mosque a n d  a f t e r w a r d  c a r r i e d  i n t o  D i a r b e k i r ,  w h e r e  
I z z e t  P a s h a ,  o n e  o f  t h e  mos t  i n c o m p e t e n t  o f  ~ a l i s ,  i s  
s t i l l  p e r m i t t e d  t o  m i s r u l e  t h o  S u l t a n ' s  s u b j e c t s . " l g  

T h e  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  A r a b  t r i b e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Diar- 

b e k i r  i s  a  good e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  d u r i n g  

t h i s  p e r i o d .  T h e  Arab t r i b e s  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  

were a b l e ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  w h e n e v e r  t h e r e  was  n o  f o r c e  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  s t o p  t h e m .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  g e n e r a l l y  s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  K u r d i s h  

t r i b e s  i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  r a g i o n  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  t h e .  A r a b  

t r i b e s  t o  h e l p  m a i n t a i n  a b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o ,  b u t  d u r i n g  

t h e  p o s t w a r  p e r i o d  t h e r e  was  no g o v e r n m e n t  p r e s e n c e  t o  h e l p  

t h s  K u r d s .  

I n  soma p a r t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  many o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  a g a s  and  

u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  h a d  boen  a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  

s u c h  a r e a s  a s  D i a r b e k i r  r e l a t i v e  p e a c e  and t r a n q u i l i t y  d u r i n g  

I 3 ~ r o t t n r ,  Memo, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  1 5 4  o f  2 O c t o b e r  1 8 8 0 ,  
F 0 424/107, ,-, , 



t h e  war  y e a r s .  IJhen t h ~ s e  l e a d o r s  r o t u r n n d  t o  t h e i r  homes ,  

especially t h e  K u r d i s h  agas, t h e y  more  t h a n  made UP f o r  t h e i r  

a b s e n c e ,  As c o n s u l  T r o t t e r  s a i d  o f  t h e  a q a s  o f  D l a r b e k i r t  

"The  C h i e f s  who w e r e  t h e n  a b s e n t  h a v e  now r e t u r n e d ,  
c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  i m p o t e n c e  and  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  and  a r e  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  same  t o  
o p p r e s s  s t i l l  more  t h a n  b e f o r a  t h a i r  r a y a h s ,  b o t h  
C h r i s t i a n  a n d  M u s s ~ l m a n . " ~ ~  

B e f o r e  t h e  war t h e s e  K u r d s  h a d  a l w a y s  s e e n  t h e  O t t o m a n  f o r c e s  

a s  p o w e r f u l  a n d  v i c t o r i o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t s  

b e t w e e n  t h o  t r i b e s  and  t h e  a r m y ,  b u t  now t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  army were m o r e  a p p a r e n t  a n d  i t s  n u m b e r s  a n d  m o r a l e  

d e c i m a t e d ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h a o s  c a u s e d  by t h e  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  

w a r  mado i t  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  f o r  t h e  K u r d s  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  

r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t y  and r e t u r n  t o  many of 

t h e i r  o l d  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c t i v i t y .  Many o f  t h e  more  i m p o r t a n t  

K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  p r o b a b l y  saw t h e  end  o f  t h e  war  as a  good  t ime I 

t o  t r y  a n d  end  t h e  O t t o m a n  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  and I 
r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  ovJn c o n d i t i o n a l  a u t o n o m y .  

O u t b r e a k s  o f  K u r d i s h  r e b e l l i o n  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  1879 a n d  

1 8 8 0  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  I n  t h e  same  month  a s  

t h e  s v a c u a t i o n  o f  E r z e r o u m  by t h e  R u s s i a n s  ( S o p t e m b e r  1 8 7 8 ) ,  t h e  
i 
I 

q e r s i m  K u r d s  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h o  g o v e r n m e n t .  A f t e r  some 3 

s u c c e s s e s  t h e y  w e r e  b l o c k a d e d  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  by O t t o m a n  t r o o p s  

u n t i l  w i n t e r  w e a t h e r  i n t e r v e n e d  t o  s t o p  a l l  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

I 4  
~ r o t t b r ,  D i a r b o k i r ,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  233 o f  2 8  December  1 8 7 8 ,  
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most  o f  t h o  r e b e l l i o n  was  o v e r  by 1 8 7 9  b u t  a s  l a t e  a s  1 8 8 0  a 

f e w  K u r d s  w e r e  s t i l l  h o l d i n g  o u t . 1 5  S i m i l a r  r e v o l t s  t o o k  p l a c e  

i n  B i t l i s  a n d  Mush b u t  c o n s i s t e d  m a i n l y  o f  K u r d s  f i g h t i n g  

among t h e m s e l v e s .  

Ono o f  t h e  more  i m p o k t a n t  K u r d i s h  r e b e l l i o n s  t o o k  p l a c e  

i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  v i l a y e t  i n  1 8 7 8 .  Tho  s o n s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  

K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  w a r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n s  

s i e z e d  s e v e r a l  t o w n s  on t h e  T i g r i s  be low D i a r b e k i r ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  o f  J e z i r e h ,  a n d  c a u s e d  g e n e r a l  

d i s r u p t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i l a y e t .  The  K u r d s  o c c u p y i n g  J e z i r e h  

were d e f e a t e d  a f t e r  a s h o r t  s t r u g g l e  by t h e  v a l i  and  t h e  l o c a l  

O t t o m a n  t r o o p s  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  K u r d i s h  c o n t i n g e n t  a t  S e r t  was  a l s o  

q u i c k l y  d e f e a t e d  . I 6  T h e r e  s e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  K u r d s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  r e b e l l i o n s  b u t  t h e y  were d i s o r g a n i z e d ,  p o o r l y  

a r m e d ,  a n d  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was 

e v e n t u a l l y  f o r c e d  t o  u s e  A r a b  t r o o p s  f r o m  t h e  Baghdad a r e a ,  

w h i c h  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  more  o f  a  h a r d s h i p  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e s  

t h a n  t h e  r e b e l l i o u s  K u r d s  h a d  b o e n .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  i n  r e b e l l i n g  

a q a i n s t  O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e y  w e r e  p a r d o n e d  by t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  

P r o m i s e d  r e w a r d s  if  t h e y  would  come t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  T h e  

r e q u e s t  t o  come t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  was  n o t  a  t r a p  o r  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  

r e p e a t  Mahmudts  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l o m  o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s ,  b u t  

s i m p l y  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  t h e s e  men o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a s h o r t  - 

F 0 424 /107 .  ,.# 
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t ime t o  g i v e  t h e  g o v a r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  t ime t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  

s t a b i l i t y .  W h i l e  t h i s  p o l i c y  was v i e w e d  w i t h  e x t r e m e  d i s f a v o r  

by t h e  - v a l i  and  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s ,  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  g r o w i n g  

c o n v i c t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a 1  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  t h e  

K u r d s  c o u l d  b e s t  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  by a p p e a s e m e n t  and c o n c i l i a t i o n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p r e s s i o n .  T h i s  p o l i c y  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  a n  aware- 

n e s s  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  i t s  weakcned  p o s i t i o n  i n  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a p o l i c y  o f  

r e l y i n g  on  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  a s  a s u p p o r t  f o r  O t t o m a n  r u l e .  

T h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  t h e  war  t o o k  

p l a c e  i n  t h e  Van a r e a  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  P e r s i a n  f r o n t i e r .  T h e  

a c t i v i t y  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  a  p o w e r f u l  t r i b a l  l e a d e r ,  S h e i k h  

U b e y d u l l a h ,  who commanded t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  K u r d s  i n  

s e v e r a l  t r i b e s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  He was o n e  of t h e  

few K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  who h a d  e n o u g h  p r e s t i g e  a n d  power  t o  u n i t e  

a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  and  was  

t h e r e f o r e  a  f o r c e  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  O t t o m a n s  h a d  t o  d e a l  c a r e f u l l y .  1 7  

He d o m i n a t e d  t h e  a rea  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Van a n d  m o s t  o f  ~ e k k i a r i ,  

a r e a s  w h e r e  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  t h e r e  was  n o  O t t o m a n  

a u t h o r i t y .  Most o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  a n d  e v i d e n t l y  many members of 

t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  were c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  s h e i k h ' s  aim 

was t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  i n d e p a n d e n t  K u r d i s h  k ingdom on  b o t h  s i d e s  

o f  t h e  b o r d e r  b e t w e e n  Van and ~ e k k i a r i .  h e  n e v e r  o p e n l y  p r o -  

c l a i m e d  s u c h  a g o a l ,  b u t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  some 

I 7 ~ r o t t e r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  S h e i k h  " . . . h a s  a l m o s t  u n b o u n d e d  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  T u r k i s h  K u r d i s t a n  f r o m  R a y e z i d  down t o  S u l e i m a n i y e h  
c o u n t r y ,  and  i n f l u e n c e  w h i c h  e x t e n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  P e r s i a n  f r o n t i e r . "  
T r o t t e r ,  Momo, 201 i n  1 8 7 9 ,  - F.O. ,  424/107.  



m o a s u r e  o f  a u t o n o m y  f o r  t h a t  r o g i o n  w i t h  h i m s e l f  a s  g o v e r n o r .  

T h e  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  s h e i k h  was  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  h i s  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n  among t h o  K u r d s .  

T h e  s h e i k h  w a s  a S u n n i t e  o f  t h e  S h a f i ' i  s c h o o l  a s  were m o s t  o f  

t h e  K u r d s  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  a n d  P e r s i a .  T h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  

t h e  K u r d s  i n  P e r s i a  by t h e  d o m i n a n t  S h i ' i t e  g o v e r n m e n t  and  - 
p o p u l a t i o n  was  a  k e y  f a c t o r  i n  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  among t h e  K u r d i s h  

t r i b e s  o f  t h a t  E m p i r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  l e a d e r  

o f  t h o  b l a k s h e b e n d e  s u f i  o r d e r ,  w h i c h  h a d  many h l l o w e r s  among - 
K u r d s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s .  18 

S h e i k h  U b e y d u l l a h  h a d  b e e n  a P e r s i a n  s u b j e c t  b e f o r e  t h e  

war  a n d  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a n  a n n u a l  s u b s i d y  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n  g o v e r n -  

ment  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  k e e p i n g  p e a c e  on  t h e  f r o n t i e r  and  a d m f n i s t e r i n g  

c e r t a i n  K u r d i s h  a r e a s  o f  P e r s i a .  When t h e  war  b r o k e  o u t  many o f  

h i s  s u b j e c t s  w a n t e d  t o  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e i r  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s  a g a i n s t  

Q o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  s h e i k h  a n d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  

c r o s s e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a n d  became p a r t  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  i r r e g u l a r  

c a v a l r y .  A f t e r  t h e  war  h o  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  p r o m i s e d  money f r o m  

t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  and  t h e  P o r s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  s t o p p e d  pay-  

ment  o f  t h e  s u b s i d y  a n d  l e t  h im know t h a t  h e  was n o  l o n g e r  

Wolcorne i n  P a r s i a ,  ostensibly b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  v i o l a t e d  P e r s i a n  I 
neutrality i n  t h o  w a r .  T h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  p u t  t h e  s h e i k h  i n  a  

" ~ n  tuas b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  l i n k e d  t o  S u l t a n  ~ b d u l h a m i d  
t h r o u q h  t h i s  s u f i  o r d e r .  C h e r m s i d e ,  a i a r b a k i r ,  N o t a s  on  t h e  
K u r d i s h  M O V E I ~ ' ~  1 0 4  o f  1 8  A p r i l  1 8 8 2 ,  F.O., 424 /132 .  



v e r y  tenuous p o s i t i o n  b o t h  f i n a n c i a l l y  and w i t h  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  

and made some k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  necessa ry ,  e i t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Ottomans, P e r s i a ,  o r  b o t h .  

I n  1880 She ikh  U b e y d u l l a h  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  thousand 

o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  c r o s s e d  t h o  b o r d e r  and i n v a d e d  P e r s i a .  The re  

was s p e c u l a t i o n  by  s e v e r a l  c o n s y l s  t h a t  h e  was s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e  

Ottoman government i n  t h i s  move, b u t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h i s  seems 

u n l i k e l y .  The government p r o b a b l y  remained a l o o f  from t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s h e i k h ,  a l l o w i n g  e v e n t s  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  t o  

t a k e  t h e i r  cou rse .  The P e r s i a n  army d e f e a t e d  t h e  Kurds  q u i t e  

e a s i l y  and U b e y d u l l a h  a l o n g  w i t h  thousands o f  Kurds  from P e r s i a  

were f o r c e d  t o  f l e e  t o  Ottoman t e r r i t o r y .  

The s h e i k h  was suspec ted  by many o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  t o  be t h e  

mov ing  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  many K u r d i s h  r e b e l l i o n s  d u r i n g  1879-80, 

b u t  h e  o p e n l y  d i s c l a i m e d  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  them. He was 

p r o b a b l y  aware enough of t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  power i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  t o  know t h a t  h e  c o u l d  neve r  d e f e a t  t h e  Ottoman f o r c e s  

and t h a t  t h o  most h e  c o u l d  hope f o r  s h o r t  o f  independence was 

some k i n d  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  by one o r  b o t h  governments o f  h i s  

dominant  p o s i t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  f r o n t i e r  a reas .  

The Ottoman government knew i t  c o u l d  c r u s h  U b e ~ d u l l a h ' s  

f o r c e s  a l m o s t  a t  w i l l ,  b u t  chose t o  p l a c a t e  h im,  as  i t  had 

done w i t h  t h e  r e b e l l i o u s  Kurds  i n  3 i a r b e k i r .  He and h i s  sons 

were g i v e n  p r e s e n t s ,  d e c o r a t e d ,  and compl imented by t h e  s u l t a n .  

He was g i v e n  no  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  b u t  

r a t h e r  was l e f t  a l o n e  f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing .  



B e s i d o s  a t t e m p t i n q  t o  s c c u r c  t h o  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  

t r i b e s  by t h e s ~  m a n u n v e r s ,  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v o r n m e n t  w a s  by 1880 

f a c i n q  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  E u r o p r  t o  g i v s  c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  A r m e n i a n s .  

By m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  c r d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t h r e a t  t o  o r d e r  

a n d  s t a b i l i t y  t h e  g o v e r n m ~ n t  c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  n o  c o n c ~ s s i o n s  

c o u l d  b e  q i v e n  u n t i l  o r d e r  c o u l d  b e  g u a r a n t e e d .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  K u r d s  

t o  t h i n k  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c ~  a n d  b e h a v e  b e l l i g e r e n t l y  t o w a r d  a n y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a u t h o r i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  i n  o r d e r  

t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  a n y  r e f o r m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  

u n d u l y  u p s e t  l o c a l  G u s l i m s .  T h e s e  r e a s o n s  p l u s  t h e  l a c k  o f  f u n d s ,  

t r o o p s ,  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  m i l i t a r y  

c a m p a i g n  a q a i n s t  t h e  K u r d s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  a l l  m o t i v a t e d  

O t t o m a n  p o l i c y ,  

T h e  K u r d s  wcre u n a b l e  a t  t h i s  t ime o f  O t t o m a n  w e a k n e s s  t o  

m o u n t  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c a m p a i g n  t o  f o r c e  t h e m  o u t  o f  t n e  r e g i o n .  

T h e y  u p r e  a b l e  t o  g a i n  c e r t a i n  c o n c e s s i o n s  u h i c h  s l o w e d  down 

t h ~  o r o c e s s  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  b u t  

t h e s e  c o n c ~ s s i n n s  Mere n o t  g i v e n  s o l e l y  o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  t h e  
1 
1 
i 

K u r d s .  The t r i b a l  f a c t i o n s ,  t h e  f e u d s ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  l e a d e r s ,  ! 

t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  u n i f y i n g  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  s m a l l n e s s  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  l i m i t e d  t h e  

P o t e n t i a l  o f  t h p  K u r d s  t o  r a i s e  a S U Q C € ? S S f u l  r e b e l l i o n .  T h e  

O t t o m a n s ,  h a v i n g  h a d  p r e v i o u s  e x p c r i c n c e  w i t h  K u r d i s h  u p r i s i n g s ,  

were aware  o f  a l l  t h e s p  w ~ ; ~ k n e s s e s  a n d  wFre s u r e  t h e y  c o u l d  

d e f e a t  v i r t u 2 l l y  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  t h e  K u r d s  c o u l d  r a i s e  s h o r t  



o f  corn plot^ u n i f i c a t i o n  i f  t h e y  w n n t ~ d  t o  spend t h e  money and 

~ f f o r t ,  Thp  d r c i s i o n  t o  use  t h e  Kurds  as one o f  t h e  ma in  

p i l l q r s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  E m p i r e  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  meant 

t h e  Ottomans c o u l d  n o t  r i s k  a l i e n a t i n q  them by  c o m p l e t e l y  

s u p p r e s s i n q  t r i b a l  autonomy. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h ~  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  

Armenian q u e s t i o n  i n  1879 made t h e  r e s t l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e  Kurds  a  

u s e f u l  t o o l  i n  t h e  q o v p r n m ~ n t ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  s t a v e  o f f  European 

p r e s s u r e  f o r  mass ive  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  r e q i o n .  

PART I 1  

Befo re  c o m p l e t i n g  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  

R u s s o - T u r k i s h  war and i t s  a f t e r m a t h ,  some a t t e n t i o n  must be p a i d  

t o  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  S r i t i s h  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  The 

I 

q r i t i s h  d i d  n o t  i n t p r v p n e  i n  t h e  war d e s p i t e  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  

Ot tomans ?nd t h e  T u r k o p h i l e s  i n  S r i t a i n .  5 y  1877, however ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  govsrnrnont was mov ing  c l o s e r  t o  some k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  t o  

s t a v e  o f f  a cornp le tp  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  and t h e  subsequent  

R u s s i a n  d o m i n a t i o n ,  The ~ u s s i a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  A n a t o l i a  focused 

B r i t i s h  a t t e n t i o n  on pastern A n a t o l i a  and b r o u g h t  i n t o  f u l l  v iew 

t h e  p l i g h t  n f  t h e  Armenians w i t h i n  t h e  Ottoman Empi re .  F e a r s  

" e r p  e x p r e s s ~ d  t h a t  if t h a t  r e g i o n  was o c c u p i e d  by t h e  i j u s s i a n s ,  
1 
3 

S y r i a  and Snsopotnmin  u o u l d  b r  n e x t ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  them c l e a r  

access  t o  E q y p t  and ~ ~ d i a .  Tho  Pucnn .as ~ v i d ~ n t l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  

war 7nd t h p  4mbasqndor i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l s ,  S i r  Hen ry  ~ a y a r d t  

I iJantnd qnmn k i n d  a c t i o n  t o  s a v e  t h e  f l t tomans.  I n t e r e s t  was 



b e i n g  r e n e w e d  i n  t h o  q u o s t i o n  o f  some k i n d  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o r  

au tonomy f o r  Armonia ,  a n d  t a l k  o f  S r i t i s h  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  

 specially i n  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was  

i n c r e a s i n g .  When t h e  R u s s i a n s  t o o k  K a r s  i n  November 1 8 7 7 ,  

e x c i t e m e n t  i n  B r i t a i n  r e a c h e d  e v e n  h i g h e r  l e v e l s ,  as  i s  

r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x e r p t  f r o m  t h e  D a i l y  T e l e g r a p h ;  

" R u s s i a  h a s  no1.U v i r t u a l l y  c o n q u e r e d  A r m e n i a ;  P e r s i a  
f a l l s  u n d e r  h e r  d o m i n a t i o n ;  t h e  way t o  t h e  E a s t ,  
N e s t ,  and  S o u t h  a r e  o p e n ;  I n d i a  w i l l  t h r i l l  w i t h  
s u p p r e s s e d  e x c i t e m e n t  w h i c h  n o  f a m i n e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  
w i l l  c a l m ;  t h e  C z a r  i s  on  t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e  D a r d a n -  
e l l e s  and  t h e  E n g l a n d  o f  N e l s o n  a n d  P i t t  s i t s  
q u i e t l y  w a t c h i n q  t h e  d r a m a  i n  a s t a t e  o f  s e n t i m e n t a l  
i n d e c i s i o n , "  

19 

D e s p i t e  f e e l i n g s  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  i n  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c l i n e d  

t o  i n t e r v e n e  m i l i t a r i l y .  T h e  B u l g a r i a n  m a s s a c r e s  o f  1 8 7 6  a n d  t h e  

q e n e r a l  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  Ot toman  r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s  c a r r i e d  

t h e  d a y  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  1878, B r i t a i n  was i n s t u r -  

m e n t a l  i n  r e v i s i n g  t h e  R u s s i a n  i m p o s e d  T r e a t y  o f  San  S t e f a n o  
I 

t h r o u g h  t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  t h a  C o n g r e s s  o f  S e r l i n .  I t  was a t  t h i s  i 
C o n g r e s s  t h a t  3 r i t a i n  a s s u m e d  p a r t i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o v e r -  

i 
I 
i 

s e e i n g  t h e  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  A s i a t i c  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e ,  !Uhile many i n  B r i t a i n  and  e l s e w h e r e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  
I 

m e a n t  a k i n d  o f  p r o t e c t o r a t e  o v e r  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e  a c t u a l  i m p l e -  I 
m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B e r l i n  T r e a t y  p r o v i s i o n s  by t h e  B r i t i s h  

c o n s i s t e d  o n l y  o f  s e v e r a l  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  c o n s u l s  b e i n g  s e n t  

t o  t h e  r e q i o n  a n d  p r e s s u r e  b e i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  and  t h e  

P o r t e  by t h e  3 r i t i s h  Ambassador  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  - --- 
I9w. u,,, - o p e c i t e ,  p .  3 1 .  



The c o n s u l s  s o n t  t o  n a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  

t h i s  s t u d y  b n c a u s e  o u r  v i e w  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  H a m i d i a n  

p e r i o d  i s  t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

e v e n t s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we d e t e r m i n e  who 

t h e  c o n s u l s  w e r e ,  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  t h e i r  p o w e r s ,  and  a n  i n i t i a l  

i d e a  o f  soma o f  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  s t a t e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h a t  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  

g o v e r n m e n t  and  f o r  t h e  c o n s u l s  r e f o r m  was  p r i m a r i l y  t o  b e  

d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A n a t o l i a ,  m a i n l y  t h e  A r m e n i a n s .  I t  was t h o s e  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  mos t  

d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w h i c h  mos t  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  c o n s u l s .  

P r i o r  t o  1 8 7 9  t h e  word ' r e f o r m '  h a d  been a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  w h o l e  

r a n g e  o f  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  o n l y  o n e  o f  w h i c h  

was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s .  A f t e r  

1 8 7 8 ,  f o r  M u s l i m s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  f o r  E u r o p e a n s ,  ' r e f o r m '  came 

t o  mean c h a n g e s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a d e v e l o p m e n t  

w h i c h  was  t o  h a v e  a g r e a t  i m p a c t  on  Lluslim o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  E m p i r e .  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 7 9  L t .  C o l o n e l  C h a r l e s  h l i l s o n  was  

a p p o i n t e d  c o n s u l - g e n e r a l  f o r  A n a t o l i a  and M a j o r  H e n r y  T r o t t e r  

c o n s u l - g e n e r a l  f o r  K u r d i s t a n . ' O  Under  Pla jor  T r o t t e r  w e r e  t w o  
- 

2 0 ~ 0 1 .  Y i l s o n ' s  a r e a  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a a l l e d  A n a t o l i a  by t h e  
S r i t i s h ,  waq made u p  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s  i n  t h c  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
A n a t o l i a n  p E n n i n s u l a ,  i n c l u d i n q  S i v a s .  i f l a jo t  T r o t t e r ' s  a r e a  
i n c l u d e d  Van,  E r z p r o u m ,  D i a r b c k i r ,  S i t l i s ,  Khaepuk ,  a n d  D ~ r s i m .  
Yany 4 r m e n i a n s  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  9 r i t i s h  c a l l i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e a  
K u r d i s t n n ,  C o l .  i j i l s o n  s e r v e d  on t h e  r l o r t h  A m e r i c a n  S o u n d a r y  
Comrnir>sion i n  1958-9.  He wa3 s u p p l y  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  
c u t  t h n  b o u n d a r y  f r o m  V a n c o u v n r  t o  t h e  H o c k i ~ s .  S e e  S i r  C h a r l e s  
M,  ' l J a t q a n ,  Thp ~ i f p  o f  
( ~ o n d o n r  J n h n  Ilurr-iy, 



v i c e - c o n s u l s ,  C a p t a i n  C l a y t o n  i n  Van and  C a p t a i n  E v e r e t t  i n  

E r z e r o u m .  T h e  i n i t i a l  g r o u p  s e n t  t o  t h e  E m p i r e  r e m a i n e d  a t  

t h a i r  p o s t s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  b u t  by t h e  m i d - 1 8 8 0 ' s  t h e  

c o n s u l s  b e g a n  t o  a r r i v e  a n d  d e p a r t  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y ,  w i t h  a  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  

p e r c e p t i o n  and  r e p o r t i n g .  

T h e  d u t i e s  a n d  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  w e r e  l i m i t e d  by t h e  

B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i n  a n  i n l a n d  a r e a  s u c h  

a s  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  B r i t i s h  armed f o r c e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p r a c t i c a l l y  

b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  and  t h e r e f o r e  p e r s u a s i o n  and d i p l o m a t i c  p r e s s u r e  

were t h e i r  o n l y  r e a l  w e a p o n s .  L o r d  S a l i s b u r y  g a v e  t h e  f o l l o ~ u i n g  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  IrJi lson b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  f o r  h i s  p o s t  a t  S i v a s r  

"Your  p r i n c i p a l  d u t y ,  and  t h a t ,  o f  t h e C s i f f i c e r s  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  a s s i s t  y o u ,  will t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  t o  e n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  
y o u r  C o n s u l a r  d i s t r i c t ,  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  T u r k i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  
w i t h  y o u r  a d v i c e ,  a n d  w i t h  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  you may be  a b l e  
t o  c o l l e c t  o f  a  n a t u r e  t o  b e  u s e f u l  t o  t h e m ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h e  means  by w h i c h  economy may b e  s e c u r e d  and t h e  a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i o n  s i m p l i f i e d  o r  r e n d e r e d  more  e f f i c i e n t ,  and  n o t i n g  I 
a n d  r e m o n s t r a t i n g  a g a i n s t  a l l  c a s e s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  o r  1 

c o r r u p t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  and  j u d i c i a r y  which  
j 

F 

may come t o  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e .  !Uhere, i n  y o u r  j u d g e m e n t ,  a  
c a s e  e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
you w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  Her M a j e s t y ' s  Government  
and  t o  t h e  E m b a s s y  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  P r o p e r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  may b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  P o r t e a U 2 ,  

As c a n  b e  e a s i l y  s e e n ,  t h e  c o n s u l  c o u l d  a x e r c i s e  v e r y  l i t t l e  

Power i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  on  t h e  good w i l l  1 
i 

o f  t h e  Ot tomnn  o f f i c i a l s  and  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  E r i t i s h  

9 m b a s s a d o r s .  T h c  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  made - .-- 



t h e m  s u s p o c t  i n  t h e  e y n s  o f  b o t h  t h e  O t t o m a n s ,  who w e r e  

c o n s t a n t l y  on  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a  B r i t i s h  t a k e -  

o v e r  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  and t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  B r i t a i n ' s  c h i e f  

r i v a l  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r e g u l a r  9 r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  

O f f i c e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  n e v e r  r e a l l y  

a c c o p t e d  o r  g o t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s ,  who f r e q u e n t l y  

n e g l e c t e d  t o  f o l l o w  e s t a b l i s h e d  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  

t h e i r  t r a v e l s  a n d  r e p o r t i n g .  2 2  

T h e  c o n s u l s  w a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  o n e  c i t y  o r  a r e a ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  h a d  a  k i n d  o f  r o v i n g  c o m m i s s i o n ,  s p e n d i n g  t ime i n  e a c h  

p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  v i l a y e t s .  T h e y  w e r e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  on t h e  

move,  e x a m i n i n g  c o m p l a i n t s ,  r e p o r t i n g  on t o P o 9 r a P h y  and  

e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

A r m e n i a n  p e a s a n t r y .  23 

T h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  

t h e  c o n s u l s  was g e n e r a l l y  u n f a v o r a b l e .  A few o f  t h e  v a l i s  a n d  

o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  u ~ h o  were g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  

w e s t e r n - t y p e  r e f o r m s  welcomed t h e  c o n s u l s  a s  a l l i e s  a n d  a d v i s o r s ,  

b u t  m o s t  r e g a r d e d  t h e m  a s  unwelcome f o r e i g n  i n t r u s i o n s .  T h e  

f l u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n  saw t h e m  a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  s o l e l y  t o  s p y  on t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  and were 

g e n e r a l l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  S r i t a i n  w a n t e d  r e f o r m s  f o r  t h e  

A r m e n i a n s  a t  t h o  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  ~ u s l i m s . ~ ~  Many o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  
. --- 

" i 1 ~  .P!. D r d l i c n t t ,  The  C n n q r r s s  o f  S e r l i n  and A f t e r  ( L o n d o n *  
M s t h u a n  % Co. ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p.306. 

23i?ev.  ti .F. T o z e r ,  T u r k i s h  Armenia  and  E a s t n r r n  A s i a  Minor  
( ~ o n r l o n r  Lonrlm:!ns, G r e e n ,  :'t Co. ,  18!3Imi - 

2 4 ~ l a y k o n ,  Van t o  T r o t t n r ,  2 o f  10  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  - F.O., 
/4'14/107. 



w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n y  k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h o  

l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  whom t h o y  h a d  t o  d e a l  e a c h  d a y ,  and  h a d  

t o  be c o n t e n t  w i t h  s i m p l y  r e p o r t i n g  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h o  r e g i o n  was s o o n  

d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s u l s .  Many o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  and  

K e s t o r i a n s  h a d  t h o u g h t  t h o  c o n s u l s  w e r e  e i t h e r  g o i n g  t o  

d i r e c t l y  a d m i n i s t e r  t h s  v i l a y e t s  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  were g o i n g  t o  

h a v e  e x t e n s i v e  p o w e r s .  T h e  N e s t o r i a n s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  

t h e  S r i t i s h  w e r e  C h r i s t i a n s  t h e y  would  b e  a b l e  t o  a c t  a s  

p r o t e c t o r s ,  n o t  m a k i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  r s l i g i o n  a n d  

cJovernment .*' D e s p i t e  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  t h e  c o n s u l s  

were a b l e  t o  work c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

c o m m u n i t i o s  a n d  a c h i e v a  some i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e m .  

T h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  a s  t o  t h e  t y p e s  o f  r e f o r m s  

n e e d e d  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  w e r e  v a r i e d  i n  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  

b u t  i n  mos t  c a s e s  h a d  a  common u n i f y i n g  t h r e a d .  By e x a m i n i n g  

t h e  v i e w s  o f  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  men we w i l l  p e r h a p s  b e  b e t t e r  

a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e f o r m ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  when t h a t  q u e s t i o n  was l o o k e d  a t  f rom a  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h e  v e r y  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  t h e i r  

p r o p o s e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  S u g g ~ s t s  how 

d i f f i c u l t  t h e i r  t a s k  was  t o  b e .  

T h e  c o n s u l  i n  E r z e r o u m  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  C a p t a i n  ~ v e r e t t ,  

i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u l s  n e e d e d  morc  power  t o  h a v e  a n y  r e a l  

2 5 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van, t n  T r o t t e r ,  1 1 4  o f  1 0  A u g u s t  1 8 8 0 ,  F.O., 
4 2 4 / 1 0 7 .  



e f f e c t  i n  t h e  r n f o r r n i n g  o f  t h e  r u g i o n .  t ie  d e s i r e d  a  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e l ~ ~ t ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  and d i s m i s s a l  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  

o f f i c i a l s  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  p r e - c o n d i t i o n  f o r  a n y  e f f e c t i v e  

r e f o r m s .  T h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  r e f o r m s  i n  h i s  e y e s  m e r e  t h o s e  

a f f o c t i n g  t h o  s t a t u s  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s 8  " . . . f o r  s o  

l o n g  a s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  r e m a i n  o p p r e s s e d ,  S O  l o n g  w i l l  t h e r e  b e  

t h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e i r  r e v o l t i n g  and  u p s e t t i n g  a l l  r e f o r m a 1 l Z 6  

Though  t h e r e  w e r e  exceptions, t h e s e  t w o ; p o i n t s  were t h e  d o m i n a n t  

t h e m e  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  i n  A n a t o l i a  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d .  

An e x t e n s i o n  o f  E v e r e t t ' s  i d e a  was  c o n t a i n e d  i n  C o l o n e l  

N i l s o n ' s  and  C a p t a i n  C l a y t o n ' s  p l a n  f o r  r e f o r m s .  U i l s o n  p r o -  

p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  s h o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  c o m p l e t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  some c e n t r a l  v i l a y e t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  O t t o m a n s  w i t h  a mode l  o f  

r e f o r m  t o  work f r o m .  I n  t h i s  way t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  would  p r e s u m a b l y  

s e e  t h e  o b v i o u s  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  way and  r e f o r m  

2 6 ~ v e r e t t ,  E r z e r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  1 o f  7  December  1 8 8 0 ,  
F 0 * ,  424 /122 .  
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271ifi1son,  S i v a s ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  9 8  o f  2 7  O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  f . 0 . ,  h 

424 /91 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  i d e a ,  X i l s o n  p r o p o s e d  a n  e x h a u s t i v e  
l i s t  o f  s p e c i f i c  r e f o r m s  h e  f e l t  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  S i v a s  
v i l a y e t  r 
1 .  r e a s s ~ m b l y  o f  O t t o m a n  p a r l i a m e n t  1 4 .  p r o p e r  e l e c t i o n s  
2 .  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  l a w s .  1 5 .  i m p r o v e d  p a y  t o  j u d g e s  
3. p u r i f i c a t i o n  o f  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m .  1 6 .  c i v i l  c o d e  i n  mixed  
4 .  b r e a k u p  o f  rnill~t s y s t e m .  c a s e s  
5 .  r e o r n a n i z a t i o n  o f  a d m i n .  c o u n c i l s .  1 7 .  C h r i s t i a n  e v i d e n c e  i n  
6 .  b p t t e r  q u a l i t y  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  more  c o u r t .  

p o w e r .  18 .  c o u r t  f e e s  a b o l i s h e d .  
7 .  d c c o n t r a l i z a t i o n .  1 9 .  t r a v e l l i n g  c o u r t  o f  
8 .  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  A s s i z n .  
9 .  p r o v i n c i n l  b u d q e t s .  2 0 .  p r i s o n  r e f o r m .  
1 0 .  f i x d  r c m i t t . c n c r s  t o  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p l @ . 2 1 .  q e n d a r m a r i e  - E u r  
1 1 .  i m p r o v e d  f i n 2 n c i a l  s t a f f .  o f f i c e r s .  
1 2 .  t a x  c o l l ~ c t i o n  r e f o r m .  2 2 .  l a n d  r e v e n u e  i n  b u d q e t .  
1 3 .  E u r n p e n n  f i n a n c i a l  i n s p e c t o r s .  2 3 ,  educational r e f o r q .  
I U i l s o n ,  ~ i v a s ,  mpmo on  R e f o r m  i n  A n a t o l i a ,  2 4 6  o f  J u n e  I 8 8 0 9  w* 
( ~ % ( r / l  TJG. 



o f  e m p l o y i n q  E u r o p e a n s  i n  k e y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  j u d i c i a l  

p o s i t i o n s .  He c a l l e d  f o r t  

" . . . . a  s t r o n g  e x e c u t i v e ,  k e p t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p a t h  by a 
c e r t a i n  number o f  E u r o p o a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  and  a s s i s t e d  by 
t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  a  c o n s u l t a t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
c o u n c i l ,  and  l o c a l  t r i b u n a l s  h e l d  i n  c h e c k  by E u r o p e a n  
j u d g e s  o f  

T h e  e m p h a s i s  f o r  t h e s e  men was on t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  E u r o p e a n  s u p e r -  

v i s i o n .  T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l e g a l  s y s t e m  u n d e r  w h i c h  Ot toman  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  s e l d o m  came u n d e r  a t t a c k ,  s i n c e  

i t  was  t h e  s y s t e m  t h a t  E u r o p e a n s  h a d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  E m p i r e  t o  

a d o p t  i n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  

Major  T r o t t e r  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  n e e d  f o r  E u r o p e a n  s u p e r v i s i o n  

b u t  p l a c e d  more  i m p o r t a n c e  on d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

T h e  c o n s u l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s  w e r e  t o o  

weak t o  p r o p e r l y  g o v e r n  a n d  t h a t  i f  E u r o p e a n  s u p e r v i s i o n  w e r e  

a g r e e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  t h e n  b e  g i v e n  t h e  power t o  

i n i t i a t e  t h e i r  own r e f o r m s .  T r o t t e r  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  v i l a y e t s  

o f  Van,  S i t l i s ,  K h a r p u t ,  a n d  E r z e r o u m  s h o u l d  b e  c o m b i n e d  and 

p l a c e d  u n d e r  a  E u r o p e a n  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  p o w e r s  

o f  i n t e r n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  terms o f  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  t o  b e  

f i x e d  a t  f i v e  y e a r s  and more  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

available, a l l  o f  w h i c h  would  s s r v e  t o  weaken  t h e  h o l d  o f  t h e  

c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e s e  i d e a s  r a n  c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s  

2 P ' ~ l a y t o n ,  Van,  t o  T r o t t r r ,  267  o f  25  Nay 1 0 8 0 ,  F.O., 
4 7 4 / 1 0 6 ,  



o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e  d s s c r i b e d  i n  C h a p t e r  

One a n d  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  wha t  S u l t a n  Abdulhamid  e n v i s i o n e d  

f o r  t h e  E m p i r e .  

T h e  t h e m e  o f  p o o r  p e r s o n n e l  r u n s  t h r o u g h  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  

t h e  c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s .  C a p t a i n  C o o p e r  r e p o r t s  f rom S i v a s  t h a t  

"... .it i s  men, n o t  m e a s u r e s ,  t h a t  a r s  r e q u i r e d  h e r e .  m o s t  

o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  new l a w s  were i n e f f e c t i v e  s i n c e  

few p e o p l e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e m  o r  w e r e  c a p a b l e  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  

t h e m .  One m u s t  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u l s '  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  and  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

t h e y  f a c e d  was  somewhat  s h a l l o l ~  and  c o l o r e d  by t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  

r a c i a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  p r e v a l e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e .  

T h i s  a t t i t u d e  was  s e l d o m  e x p r e s s e d  o p e n l y  by  t h e  c o n s u l s  b u t  

i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  a wel l  known B r i t i s h  

t r a v e l l e r  i n  t h e  r e q i o n r  

" A l l  O r i e n t a l s  a r e  c h i l d r e n ,  and  t h e  a v e r a g e  n a t i v e  
of  A n a t o l i a  a n d  K u r d i s t a n  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  c h i l d ,  b u t  
o n e  o f  v e r y  l i m i t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c i t y *  h i s  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  n o t  
S O  much o f  a  l i m i t e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  o f  low m e n t a l  
c a l i b r e ,  and  many o f  t h e  t r a i t s  t h a t  a r e  commonly 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  o b s t i n a c y  among t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  o r  t o  
a p a t h y  a n d  f a t a l i s m  among t h e  l o w e r ,  a r i s e  i n  f a c t  
f r o m  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n a b i l i t y .  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i d e a s  w h i c h  a r e  a l m o s t  s e l f - e v i d e n t  
t o  o u r s e l ~ e s . ~ ~ ~ ~  

T h i s  i s  n o t  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  b r a n d  a l l  t h e  c o n s u l s  a s  ' b i g o t s '  and  

' r a c i s t s ' ,  b u t  m e r e l y  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  was  a  d o m i n a n t  

E a r l  P e r c y ,  t l= lends  o f  A s i a t i c  T u r k ~ y  ( ~ n n d o n :  Edward 
A r n o l d ,  1 9 0 1 ) ,  p ,  RT 



a t t i t u d i n a l  t r e n d  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  c o n s u l s  were n o t  un touched 

by  i $ .  Many o f  them expressed g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  b o t h  w e s t e r n i z e d  

and t r a d i t i o n a l  Ottomans w i t h  whom t h e y  d e a l t ,  b u t  were n e v e r t h e -  

l e s s  h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  expressed i n  t h e  

above q u o t a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  r e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e  r e g i o n  and t h e  . 

E m p i r e  as  a whole. 

O the r  c o n s u l s  s t r e s s e d  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  re form.  C o l o n e l  

N o ~ t o n  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  s i m p l e  l a w  enforcement  was a l l  t h a t  

was needed and t h a t  w i t h  a l i t t l e  encouragement from t h e  R r i t i s h ,  

t h e  p r e s e n t  o f f i c i a l s  wou ld  be more t h a n  happy t o  implement  

s t r i c t e r  l a w  e n f o r ~ s m e n t . ~ '  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a vie. t h a t  h e l d  

t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  as b.eing r e s p e c t a b l e  b u t  i n t i m i d a t e d  by t h e  

p r e - c o n d i t i o n  f o r  any t h o u g h t  about  r e f o r m  i n  g e n e r a l .  " t h e  f i r s t  

c o s t s ,  and i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  o r  a l l  hope f o r  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  c o u n t r y  is n o t h i n g  b u t  an i d l e  dream. w 3 2  L i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  

W i l l i a m s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  money c o u l d  o n l y  be s u p p l i e d  t h r o u g h  

European a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  f i n a n c e s *  

The c o n s u l s  were s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  t h e i r . d i a g n o s e s  o f  

t h e  i l l s  o f  Ottoman s o c i e t y  by t h e  B r i t i s h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  I n d i a .  

The u s e  of  European o f f i c i a l s  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  l o c a l  r u l e r s  was a  

3 1 ~ o l .  C .  N o r t o n .  Pera,  t o  D u f f e r i n .  223 o f  20 h!overnber 1881, 
F.O., 424/123. - 

3 2 ~ i c e  c o n s u l  m a j o r  U. U i l l i a m s ,  Van, t o  ~ m b a s s a d o r  ~ u r r i e ,  
191 o f  22 October  1896, F.O. ,  4 2 ~ / 1 8 9 .  



d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  exper ience .  C o l o n e l  N o r t o n ,  among 

o t h e r s ,  exp resses  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  a  t y p i c a l  manner, 

" I n  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  some of  t h e  b e s t  governed n a t i v e  
S t a t e s  a r e  under  a  mussulman r u l e r ,  b u t  h e  r u l e s  
w i t h  an  E n g l i s h  p o l i t i c a l  r e s i d e n t ,  armed w i t h  g r e a t  
a u t h o r i t y ,  a t  h i s  elbow. A T u r k i s h  gove rno r  m i g h t  be 
expec ted  t o  g o v e r n  w i s e l y  and w e l l ,  i f  h e  was watched 
by an E n g l i s h  Commissioner o f  Reforms, w i t h  s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  f o r e i g n  powers, a i d e d  by a p o l i c e  
under  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  c a p a b l e  European o f f i ~ e r s . ~ ~ ~  

The emphasis p l a c e d  on  t h e  I n d i a n  e x p e r i e n c e  by t h e  c o n s u l s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  ass ignment  t o  A s i a  

MPnor, r e f l e c t e d  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  o f  t h e  e r i t i s h  p o s i t i o n .  The 

c o n s u l s  and many o t h e r s  b o t h  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  Empi re  

v iewed t h e i r  p resence as a  p r e l u d e  t o  much g r e a t e r  c o n t r o l .  The 

B e r l i n  T r e a t y  had n o t  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  d e t a i l  what was t o  happen 

i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  b u t  t h e  Powers had l e f t  i t  up t o  t h e  S r i t i s h  

t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  r e f o r m s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Armenians were c a r r i e d  

o u t .  

The p l a n s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  were based on a g r a d u a l  e x t e n s i o n  

o f  Q r i t i s h  Power i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  l ~ h i c h  was t h e  k e y s t o n e  t o  t h e  

success o f  all t h e i r  p l a n s .  W i t h i n  a  few y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  

it became v e r y  c l e ~ r  t h a t  t h e  Powers had l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  d r i t i s h  govern-  

ment s u b s e q u e n t l y  had no d e s i r e  t o  d e e ~ e n  i t e s  committment,  and 

t h e  Ottoman qovernment n o  d e s i r e  t o  encourage such an e x t e n s i o n .  

s, 

3 3 ~ o r t o n ,  Pers .  t o  D u f f & i n ,  223 of  20 November 1881, 
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L i k e  t h e  men o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  t h e  Young Ot tomans,  and t h e  

r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l s ,  t h e  new government  o f  Abdu lham id  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  r s c o g n i z e d  t h e  need f o r  changes  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h e r e  were  d i f f e r e n c s s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

t y p e  o f  change ,  t h e  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  i t  s h o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and o t h e r  

i s s u e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

changed  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  E m p i r e  found i t s e l f  i n  1380  

and  t h e  change  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  F o r  many O t tomans  

t h e  war w i t h  R u s s i a  and t h e  c r u s h i n g  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  Ot toman a r m i e s  

on  t w o  f r o n t s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f rom S r i t a i n  and 

F r a n c e ,  we re  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  many o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  p a s t  

h a d  a c t u a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  very  l i t t l e  f o r  t h e  E m p i r e .  The O t t o -  

man army was s t i l l  b e i n g  d e f e a t e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  by  w e s t e r n  a r m i e s  

and t h e  Powers  t h a t  h a d  p r o m i s e d  s u p p o r t  if t h e  E m p i r e  r e f o r m e d  

s a t  b a c k  and  d i d  n o t h i n q  i n  a  g e n u i n e  h o u r  o f  need.  The a c c e n t  

o n  a s l o w e r  r a t e  o f  change  and  l e s s  r e l i a n c e  on h e l p  f rom E u r o p e  

and  on  E u r o p e a n  a p p r o v a l  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  most  o f  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  

p e r i o d . '  I n  t h e  e a r l y  I R R O ~ s ,  howeve r ,  t h e  government  o f  

n h d u l h a m i d  was e s p e c i a l l y  weak and c o u l d  n o t  r i s k  r e j e c t i n g  o r  

b e i n g  t o o  i n d s p g n d e n t  o f  tues te rn ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S r i t i s h ,  a d v i c e .  

T h e r e  was f e a r  i n  t h ~  Ot toman qovernment  o f  a  more d i r e c t  

3 r i t i s h  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  and -- -- 
I ~ h c  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  government  t o m r d  change  and 

r n f o r r n  1~~i.11 be d i s c u s s e d  f u l l y  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t o r .  



a t  t h e  same t i m e  a  n e e d  t o r  R r i t i s h  s u p p o r t  t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  

t h ~  d i s a s t r o u s  war w i t h  R u s s i a .  T h e  S u l t a n  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  

c o m p r o m i s e  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  on  t h e  C y p r u s  i s s u e  and t h e  l o s s  

o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  s u c h  a r e a s  a s  B o s n i a ,  E a s t e r n  R o u m e l i s ,  a n d  

l a t e r  E g y p t  was t o  c o n v i n c e  h im t h a t  "..,there was c e r t a i n l y  

n o t h i n g  f a n t a s t i c  i n  h i s  f e a r  t h a t  A n a t o l i a  m i g h t  s l i p  o u t  o f  

h i s  h a n d s  i n  t h e  s a m e  g u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  was  o v e r -  

r i d i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  and t h e  f i r s t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

H a m i d i a n  r e f o r m  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  B r i t i s h  p r e s s u r e  

and  t h u s  n o t  a  t r u e  g a u g e  o f  Ot toman  p o l i c y .  

S r i t a i n ' s  m a i n  a r e a  o f  interest in A s i a t i c  T u r k e y  was 

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  w h p r e  i t  saw t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  

l o c a l  ~ u s l i r n  p o p u l a t i o n  o o p r e s s i n g  t h e  Armenian  C h r i s t i a n s ,  I t  

P r ~ s s u r n d  t h e  O t t o m ~ n  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  i n i t i a t e  s e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f  

r e f o r m s  a n d  e n d p a v o r e d  t o  r a l l y  a l l  t h e  E u r n p e a n  P o w e r s  behind 

t h e i r  p r o p o S a l s ,  The O t t o m a n s  answered t h e s n  p r e s s u r e s  by 

d e s p a t c h i n q  s e v e r a l  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  t o  e a s t e r n  H n a t o l i a  and  

o t h e r  a r e a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a n d .  

b e g i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e f o r m s .  I t  i s  t h e s e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  

t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  

o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

PART I 

S r i t i s h  p o l i c y  t o ~ u a r d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  



b y  a change o f  government  i n  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  summer o f  1890, The 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  l e d  by  D i s r a e l i  as  P r i m e  R i n i s t e r  and S a l i s b u r y  

a s  f o r e i g n  S e c r c t a r y ,  had  e n g i n e e r e d  t h e  Cyp rus  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  

1878 and t h e  A s i a t i c  T u r k e y  r e f o r m  c l a u s e s  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  

B e r l i n .  They j u s t i f i e d  t h e i r  p o l i c y  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  Ot toman 

a f f a i r s  by  s a y i n g  t h a t  o n l y  by  b o l s t e r i n g  t h e  Ot toman E m p i r e  

c o u l d  R u s s i a n  e x p a n s i o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h  be s topped .  The ' p r o t e c t o r a t e '  

e n v i s i o n e d  by  many t o  be t h e  l o g i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  was t h e  

p r i c e  t h e  government  had  a g r e e d  t o  pay f o r  t h e  d i v i d e n d s  o f  

p r o t e c t i n g  Suez and I n d i a .  The C o n s e r v a t i v e s  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  i n  

t h e  ' c i v i l i z i n g  m i s s i o n '  o f  t h e  S r i t i s h  and t h e  m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  

t o  p r o t o c t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  o f  t h e  Emp i re ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Armenians 

who h a d  n o  G r e a t  Power t o  l o o k  a f t e r  them. An u n s i g n e d  a r t i c l e  

i n  R lackwood ' s  sums u p  t h e  argument  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n -  - 
ment r 

" P o l i c y  and h u m a n i t y  a l i k e  p o i n t  t o  E n g l i s h  i n f l u e n c e  
becoming  paramount  i n  A s i a  M i n o r .  The s e c u r i t y  o f  o u r  
I n d i a n  E m p i ~ e  demands i t ;  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o u r  c e n t r a l  
A s i a n  t r a d e  r e q u i r e  i t ;  common h u m a n i t y  and t h e  w e l f a r e  
o f  t h e  n a t i v e  t r i b e s  p l e a d  s t r o n g l y  f o r  i t . .  . . t h e  t a s k  
o f  c i v i l i z i n g  A s i a  M i n o r  i s  vast . . . .but  n o t  beyond o u r  
s t r e n g t h  .lt3 

The S r i t i s h  Ambassador t o  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  S i r  H e n r y  L a y a r d ,  was 

a  w n l l  known T u r k o p h i l e  who saw t h e  renewed B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h ~  Ot toman E m p i r e  a s  a  chance  t o  cement t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  between 

thp t w o  E m p i r e s  and t h u s  g i v e  t h e  Ot tomans a  new l e a s e  o n  l i f e ,  

@ n a b l i n g  tham t o  s e r v e  g r i t a i n  a s  a b u l w a r k  a g a i n s t  H u s s i a n  



Thn Ot toman  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  h a d  been  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i n  l a t e  1 8 7 9  and  o n c e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c a s  i t  was 

U P  t o  L a y a r d  a n d  S a l i s b u r y  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and  London t o  

a p p l y  c o n s t a n t  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  P o r t e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  w i d e s p r e a d  

r e f o r m s  and  n o t  l e t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n s  p r o v e  a  f a i l u r e .  I n  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1879 S a l i s b u r y  p r o p o s e d  a  s p e c i f i c  s e r i e s  o f  r e f o r m  

m e a s u r e s  t o  t h e  P o r t e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a i n  p o i n t s :  

1)  a  g e n d a r m a r i e  t o  bo o r g a n i z e d  by E u r o p e a n  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  
E u r o p e a n  i n s p e c t o r s .  

2 )  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  F i n a n c i a l  I n s p e c t t b r s  f o r  t h e  
v i l a y e t s .  

3 )  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  I n s p e c t o r s  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  
T r i b u n a l s .  

4 )  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  v a l i s  f o r  a  f i x e d  p e r i o d  o f  n o t  l e s s  C/ -- 
t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s .  

5 )  S a k e r  P a s h a  ( a n  E n q l i s h  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  a r m y )  t o  b e  
named t o  a  h i g h  command i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

6 )  C h r i s t i a n  g o v e r n o t  t o  b e  a p p o i n t s d  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  o f  
E r z e r o u m .  

7) f u l l e r  powRrs t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  v a l i s  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  
v i l a y e t s  ( l e s s e r  o f f i c i a l s  n o t  t o  b e  f o r c e d  o n  v a l i s ,  a n d  

S a l i s b u r y  saw t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  o r d e r  a s  t h e  b a s e  upon  w h i c h  

a l l  o t h e r  r e f o r m s  s h o u l d  b e  b u i l t  a n d  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  h e  was  

m o s t  i n s i s t e n t  on  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  E u r o p e a n  managed 

q e n d a r m a r i e .  S a l i s b u r y  h a d  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

new l a w s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  was 

c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  E u r o p p a n  a d v i s o r s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  q u a l i f i e d  O t t o m a n  

o f f i c i a l s  Mas t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  r e f o r m  and s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  

' ~ a ~ a r d ,  Mrmn o f  R e f o r m s  g f v e n  t o  Wedim P a s h a ,  T h e r a p i a ,  
75 o f  2 9  O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  - F a n . ,  424/91. 



A s  h e  s a i d  i n  a l e t t o r  t o  ~ a y a r d  i n  1 8 7 8 1  

" I n  a n y  s c h e m e  o f  r e f o r m ,  I  b e l i e v e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  
b e  f a r  more  u s n f u l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  p e r s o n s  t h a n  t o  p a p e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Good o f f i c ~ r s ,  iue11 s e l s c t o d  f o r  a  l e n g t h  
o f  t i m e ,  w i l l  c r e a t e  s u i t a b l a  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  w h i c h  will g r a d u a l l y  h a r d e n  i n t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d ,  
made t h i s  way,  r e f o r m e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  r e g e n e r a t e  a  
p e o p l e  ." 1 

5 

R e s i d e s  t h e  o b v i o u s  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h i s  v i e w  and  t h a t  

e x p r e s s e d  by many o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h i s  

q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  S a l i s b u r y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h i s  e m p h a s i s  on  

' r e g e n e r a t i n g '  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  t o  make i t  a s u i t a b l e  a l l y ,  

~ h i c h  was  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  p o l i c y .  T h e  g loomy c o n s u l a r  

r e p o r t s  d u r i n q  1 8 7 8  c o n v i n c e d  S a l i s b u r y  t h a t  t h e  E m p i r e  was  on 

t h e  v e r g e  o f  c o l l a p s e  a n d  t h a t  d r a s t i c  r e f o r m s  were n e e d e d  

i m m e d i a t e l y .  
r - \  

T h e  r e p k b  o f  t h e  P o r t e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r o p o s a l s  were a t  

o n c e  f r u s t r a t i n g  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g .  T h e  P o r t e  was  r e l u c t a n t  t o  

a c c e p t  E u r o p e a n  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  f i n a n c e s  and  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  

j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m ,  s a y i n g  t h e  x u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n  would  r e a c t  

mos t  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s ,  t h e  Grand  V i z i e r ,  S a f v e t  P a s h a ,  p l e a d e d  

f o r  t ime a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  l a c k  o f  f u n d s  would  make t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment  o f  t h e  q e n d a r m a r i e  a n d  o t h e r  r e f o r m s  i m p o s s i b l e  a t  t h a t  
--- --- 

5 q ~ ~ t s d  i n  9.  L e w i s ,  o p . c i t . ,  P .  1 7 1 .  

6i)o.;pit. t h e  t r e n d  t n w n r d  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  t h p  l a ~ v  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h ~  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  l a r q e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i v i l  c o d e  were 
b a s e d  on  t h o  s h a r i ' a  and  t h o  j u d i c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  were s t i l l  -- 
l a r c ) e l y  -2, k n d i  --, m l j f t i c ; ,  and o t h e r  I s l a m i c  j u r i s t s .  T o  h a v e  a  E u r o -  
Pcan j u r ; q c  p r e s i r l i n q  oocr u l c m a  and I s l a m i c  l a w  was o b v i o u s l y  
U n a c c ~ p t n b l e  t o  mo:jt M u s l i m s .  T h a t  S a l i s b u r y  would  s e r i o u s l y  demand 
t h i 3  r ~ f l c c t s  h i s  l s c k  o f  u n d r r s t a n d i n q  o f  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e .  



t ime,  H o  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i t  would  t a k e  time t o  f i n d  t h e  

p e r s o n n e l  q u a l i f i e d  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  s u c h  a  p r o g r a m .  T h e  R o r t e  

s e e m s d  t o  bo p l a c i n g  r o a d b l o c k s  i n  f r o n t  o f  e a c h  o f  S a l i s b u r y ' s  

p r o p o s a l s ,  d e l a y i n g  a  f i n a l  a n s w e r  on t h e  p r o p o s a l s  u n t i l  s u c h  

t i m o  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  O t t o m a n  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m  was  r e a d y  t o  b e  

a n n o u n c e d .  

T h e  S u l t a n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  

f a v o r  o f  r e f o r m  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  b e g i n  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  as  s o o n  a s  

p o s s i b l e ,  I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  L a y a r d  i n  November 1 8 7 9 ,  h e  

a p p e a r e d  v e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  p r o m i s i n g  a a k e r  P a s h a  a p o w e r f u l  r o l e  

i n  t h e  s o o n  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  g e n d a r m a r i e  and p r o p o s i n g  a  C h r i s t i a n  

v a l i  f o r  E r z e r o u m  who was  p e r f e c t l y  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  i 3 r i t i s h . h ~  
7 

n o t e d  s e v e r a l  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  made by h i m s e l f  d e m a n d i n g  t h a t  

r e f o r m s  be  i n i t i a t e d  and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  

r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  t o  b e g i n  s u b s t a n t i v e  work a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  

a r r i v e d  i n  t h o  p r o v i n c e s .  tie l a i d  much o f  t h e  b lame  f o r  t h e  

d e l a y s  on t h e  ' i n e f f i c i e n t  b u r e a u c r a t s '  a t  t h e  P o r t e  a n d  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  L a y a r d ,  Abdu lhamid  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  mos t  " . . . l i b e r a l  

a n d  e n l i g h t e n e d "  m o n a r c h ,  7  

T h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  was  o b v i o u s l y  s t a l l i n g  f o r  t ime,  

t ime t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  war and  

t ime t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  i t s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  l a s t  

t h i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t e d  iuas t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  B r i t i s h  b e c a u s e  

i t  Mas t h r o u q h  p r o j e c t e d  B r i t i s h  l o a n s  t h a t  Abdulharnid h o p e d  

7 ~ a y a r d ,  T h e r a p i a ,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  1 2 6  o f  2 2  November 1 8 7 9 ,  
F.O., 4 2 4 / 9 1 ,  - 



t o  r n b u i l d  t h e  E m p i r e .  When i t  bocame o b v i o u s  by mid-1880 

t h a t  t h e s o  l o a n s  would  n o t  be  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  t h e  n e e d  t o  p l a c a t e  

t h e  R r i t i s h  was  n o  l o n g e r  a s  s t r o n g  a n d  t h e  f a c a d e  was  d r o p p e d .  

I n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 8 0  t h e  L i b e r a l s  u n d e r  glads ton^ r e p l a c e d  

t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  B r i t a i n .  G l a d s t o n e  was 

f a m o u s  f o r  h i s  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n s  and  t h e i r  a l l e g e d l y  

b a r b a r o u s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  T h e  L i b e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  w i t h  G r a n v i l l e  a s  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  r e j e c t e d  t h e  

i d e a  o f  d o m i n a t i n g  A n a t o l i a  t o  p r o t e c t  I n d i a  and S u e z ,  c a l l i n g  

t h e  w h o l e  c o n c e p t  a b s u r d ,  B r i t a i n  was  n o t  s e e n  t o  h a v e  a ' c i v i l i z i n g  

m i s s i o n '  i n  A s i a t i c  T u r k s y  and h a d  no  d u t y  t o  r ~ f o r m  t h e  a r e a ,  

o n l y  t h e  d u t y  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  t h e  r a t h e r  v a g u e  c l a u s e s  o f  t h e  

T r e a t y  o f  a e r l i n .  As much a s  h e  d i s l i k e d  t h e  p r o g r a m  h e  i n h e r i t e d  

f r o m  D i s r a e l i ,  G l a d s t o n e  was  f o r c e d  t o  c a r r y  t h r o u g h  w i t h  t h e  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  r e f o r m  i n  A s i a t i c  T u r k e y ,  b u t  t h e  s e n s e  o f  

u r g e n c y  a n d  i m p o r t a n c ~  w e r e  g o n e .  h e  t r i e d  t o  m o b i l i z e  a l l  t h e  

P o w e r s  t o  a p p l y  p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n i n c n t  a n d  end  

t h e  d e l a y i n g  t a c t i c s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  ~ o i n t  ~ o t e s  w h i c h  

G r a n v i l l e  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  P o w e r s  t o  s i g n ,  G l a d s t o n e  was  u n a b l e  t o  

a r o u s e  a n y  r e a l  e n t h u s i a s m  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  F r a n c e ,  Germany,  o r  

A u s t r i a  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  A s i a t i c  T u r k e y ,  and t h e  o t t o m a n  

q o v e r n m e n t  k n w ~  i t .  T h e  r e p l y  o f  t h e  P o r t e  t o  t h o  n o t e s  was 

t o t a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  q i v e n  t h e  d e m a n d s  made,  b u t  t h e r e  was 

n o t h i n g  t h ~  R r i t i s h  c o u l d  d o  s h o r t  o f  a c t u a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  some- 

t h i n q  t h e  L i b e r a l  g o v c r n m ~ n t  h a d  no  i n t e n t i o n  o f  d o i n g .  T h e  

e v e n t u a l  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m  a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e  S u l t a n  b o r e  l i t t l e  



r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h a t  p r o p o s e d  by S a l i s b u r y  o r  t h a t  p r e s s e d  

f o r  i n  t h e  j o i n t  n o t e s .  

PART I 1  

T h e  r o f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  s e n t  t o  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  p e r f o r m e d  

t w o  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e y  were p a r t  o f  a n  

e f f o r t  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  O t t o m a n  c o n t r o l  and  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  

t r u e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  and  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w e r e  

a  t a c t i c  u s e d  t o  f o r e s t a l l  E u r o p e a n  p r e s s u r e s  f o r  r e f o r m .  I t  i s  

d o u b t f u l  i f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n s  

t o  a c t u a l l y  i n i t i a t e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m s .  T h e i r  i n i t i a l  

p o w e r s  w e r e  q u i t s  e x t e n s i v e ,  which  was a  r a f l o c t i o n  o f  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  w i e l d e d  by t h e  P o w e r s  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  Ambassador  i n  

1879. T h e y  were t o  s e t  u p  c o m m i t t e e s  o r  c o u n c i l s  i n  e a c h  v i l a y e t  

w h i c h  were i n  t u r n  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  r e f o r m s  which  w e r e  t o  b e  

p r o m u l g a t e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  N o s t  o f  t h o s e  r e f o r m s  were n e v e r  

f o r t h c o m i n g  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  were became i m p o s s i b l e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  

b e c a u s e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g a n  t o  c h i p  away a t  

t h e  p o w c r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n s . '  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

p l a c e d  on  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n s  was  t h a t  a n y  r e f o r m s  o r  c h a n g e s  t h a t  

w o u l d  i n v o l v e  an i n c r e a s e d  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  money h a d  t o  b e  

a p p r o v e d  by C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  S i n c e  t h i s  a p p r o v a l  was  s e l d o m  

g i v e n  a n d  s i n c e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m s  i n v o l v e d  some i n c r e a s e  

i n  e x p c n d i t u r c s ,  t h c  c o m m i s s i o n s  c o u l d  d o  v e r y  l i t t l e  e x c e p t  



l i s t e n  t o  t h e  g r i ~ v a n c e s  OF t h o  p e o p l e  and  3 u g g s s t  r e f o r m s .  

As more p o w e r s  were s t r i p p e d  away,  t h o  c o m m i s s i o n s  became  m o r e  

a n d  more  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  w i t h  a c t i v e l y  i n i t i a t i n g  c h a n g e .  T h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  

a n d  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  1 8 8 0 .  

T h e  f i r s t  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  we w i l l  e x a m i n e  i s  t h e  o n e  

w h i c h  was  s e n t  t o  t h o  D i a r b e k i r  and  ~ h a r p u t  r e g i o n s .  T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  was  l e d  by a young A l b a n i a n ,  Abbed in  P a s h a ,  who was  

a s s i s t e d  by a  Roman C a t h o l i c  o f f i c i a l ,  Nanas  E f f e n d i .  A b b e d i n  

P a s h a  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h i s  t ime i n  D i a r b e k i r ,  wh ich  was  o n e  o f  t h e  

w o r s t  g o v e r n e d  v i l a y e t s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e .  B e f o r e  e x a m i n i n g  h i s  

r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  t o  g i v e  a more  d e t a i l s d  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  v i l a y e t  i n  

1 8 7 9 .  

T h e  v i l a y e t  was  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s a n d j a k s :  f G a l a t i a ,  

M a r d i n ,  a n d  D i a r b e k i r .  T h e  u n i t y  o f  t h o  t h r e e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

d i v i s i o n s  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  M a l a t i a  b e i n g  i s o l a t e d  

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  and  t h e  m u t e s a r r i f  o f  M a r d i n ,  S a i d  P a s h a ,  b e i n g  

a b i t t e r  enemy of  t h e  - v a l i ,  a l l  o f  which  p r e v e n t e d  a n y  k i n d  o f  

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  D i s p u t c s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two  w e r e  s o  f r e q u e n t  and  

b i t t e r  t h a t  t h n y  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r s h a d o w e d  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  

s a n d j a k  o r  v i l a y e t .  T h u s ,  t h e  v a l i  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  s e n d  - - 
t r o o p s  t o  $ l a r d i n  t o  q u ~ l l  o u t b r e a k s  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  

t h e  c h q o t i c  s i t u a t i o n  t h n r a  would  c o u s c  S a i d ' s  d ~ w n f a l l . ~  I n  
I 

I 

-- -------_I__-- 

- 
" ~ r o t t p r ,  l ) j . n r b r k i r ,  t o  G r e n v i l l r ,  1 5  o f  1 J u n e  1 8 3 0 ,  F.O., 

4 2 4 / 1 0 7 .  -. h l r l t ~ s n r r i  ---- f ' s  - . were o f  c o u r s e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  P o r t e .  



D i a r b o k i r  i t s e l f ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  h e l d  c o r n p l a t e  sway 

o v e r  t h e  v a l i  t h r o u q h  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  on  t h e  c o u n c i l s  a n d  i n  - 
t h e  c o u r t s .  

W h i l e  a  g r o u p  o f  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  D i a r b e k i r  managed 

t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  i n  t h e  l o w e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  K u r d i s h  a g a s  were t h e  s u p r e m e  

p o w e r .  I n  t h e  Midyad k a z a  o f  ~ a r d i n  t h e r e  were f i v e  ka imakams  - 
i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w o  y a a r s ,  e a c h  o f  whom h a d  e x t o r t e d  a s  much 

monay a s  p o s s i b l e  and  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  K u r d i s h  d o m i n a t e d  

m a j l i s s  o f  t h e  t o w n .  S e v e r a l  K u r d i s h  s a s  managed t o  c o m p l e t e l y  - - 
d o m i n a t e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  k a z a .  T h e s e  men p o s s e s s e d  c o n s i d e r -  - 
a b l e  prjwer b e f o r e  t h e  war  when t h e  O t t o m a n  p r e s e n c e  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  

a s  t h i s  h a d  b e e n  more  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  b u t  by 1 8 7 9  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  

n o  O t t o m a n  f o r c e  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e m ,  t h e y  r e i g n e d  s u p r e m e .  T h e  

K u r d s  o f  t h e  a r e a  \were d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  m a j o r  c l a n s ,  b o t h  o f  

w h i c h  w e r e  a t  o d d s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e  l o c a l  ka imakams  h a d  t o  

m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r ,  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e n r i c h i n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  l o  S i m i l a r  

c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  k a z a s  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t .  

T h e  D i a r b e k i r  s a n d j a k  was  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  n o t a b l e s  o f  

t h e  m a j l i s s ,  - who w o r e  g e n e r a l l y  more  c o r r u p t  and s e l f - s e r v i n g  

t h a n  t h e  K u r d i s h  a q a s  o f  t h e  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s .  T h e i r  h o a r d i n g  

p r o d u c e d  r i o t s  i n  t h o  c i t y  i n  1880,  b u t  mos t  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  

' O ~ r o t t e r ,  D i n r b e k i r ,  t o  Her m a j e s t y ' s  P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  i n  
C o n s t o n t i n o p l e  illr. l i i a l e t ,  567 o f  22 l a r c h  1 8 7 9 ,  - f .O., 4 2 4 / 8 2 .  



wont  v i r t u a l l y  u n n n t i c o d  o r  w o r e  s i m p l y  a c c e p t e d  as t h e  s t a n d a r d  

o p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  o f  a l l  g o v e r n m e n t .  R o b b e r y  i n  t h e  c i t y  wen t  

on  u n c h e c k e d ,  s a l a r i e s  o f  l e s s e r  o f f i c i a l s  r e m a i n e d  u n p a i d ,  

n o t h i n g  was  d o n e  t o  p r o t e c t  v i l l a g e s  f r o m  K u r d s  o r  A r a b s ,  a n d  

c o r r u p t i o n  was  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  c o u r t s ,  It 

was i n  t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  h a d  t o  

o p e r a t e  

A b b e d i n  P a s h a  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  by M a j o r  T r o t t o r  and o t h e r  

c o n s u l s  a s  b e i n g  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  Ot toman  o f f i c i a l ,  j u s t  t h e  t y p e  

o f  man t h a t  t h ~  B r i t i s h  were h o p i n g  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n  t h e  

r e f o r m i n g  o f  A n a t o l i a  and  r e g e n e r a t i n g  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h i s  may h a v e  

b e e n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  p u t  

A b b e d i n  P a s h a  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  As R e v e r e n d  Barnum,  

a n  A m e r i c a n  m i s s i o n a r y  o f  l o n g  r e s i d e n c e  i n  A n a t o l i a ,  s a i d  o f  

A b b e d i n  P a s h a r  

" I  t h i n k  t h a t  I n e v e r  saw i n  a n y  c o u n t r y  a n  e x a m p l e  
o f  g r e a t e r  i n d u s t r y  and e x e c u t i v e  a b i l i t y .  He i s  c a l m  
and  s e l f - p o s s e s s e d ,  h i s  d e c i s i o n s  a r c  p r o m p t ,  and  a r e  
a t  o n c e  p u t  i n t o  e x e c u t i o n ,  a n d  h e  i s  a t  work n i g h t  
a n d  d a y .  I d o u b t  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  i n  human n a t u r e  t o  
s u s t a i n  s u c h  a p r e s s u r e  f o r  a n y  g r e a t  l e n g t h  o f  t ime. 
He a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  ba t h o r o u g h l y  h o n e s t . . . .  
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He had a l l  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  t h e  B r i t i s h  a d m i r e d ,  p l u s  a m b i t i o n .  

kla j o r  T r o t t e r  n o t e d  t h a t  A b b e d i n  ". .was  a young  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  

A l b a n i a n  t u i t h  h i s  s p u r s  t o  w i n e u 1 '  T h e  P a s h a  was e v i d s n t l y  

I 1 ~ e v .  I:arnum, K h a r p u t ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  2 7  o f  26  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  
F O  * v  424 /91 .  

' 2 ~ r o t t o r , t o  Granville, 233 o f  5 Kay 1 8 8 0 ,  - F.O., 424 /106 .  



d e t o r m i n o d  t o  r i s e  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  t h e  r e f o r m  

c o m m i s s i o n  was  h i s  f i r s t  r o a l  t e s t .  Hc was  p r o b a b l y  o n e  o f  t h e  

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  t r a i n i n g  e n c o u r a g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

T a n z i m n t  a n d  was t h o r e f o r e  o n e  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  t h o u g h t  by many 

t o  b e  t h o  E m p i r a w s  o n l y  h o p e  f o r  i n t e r n a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n .  
.. 

A b b e d i n  P a s h a  i m m e d i a t e l y  r a n  i n t o  p r o b l e m s  when h e  r e a e h e d  

O i a r b e k i r .  Tho  c i t y  was  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  who t h r o u g h  

t h e  m a j l i s s  and  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  v ~ i t h  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  

been a b l c  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a v e r y  c o m p e t e n t  v a l i ,  Abdul  Rahrnan P a s h a ,  

a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  

T h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  were a l l  s t r a n g e r s  t o  t h e  a r e a  a n d  w e r e  

t h u s  f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  on  some e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  

a d v i c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .  I t  was  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h i s  e l e m e n t  E 

s h o u l d  b e  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  who made u p  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  

c o u n c i l s  a n d  c o u r t s  and  were t h e  p e o p l e  who would  h a v e  t o  c a r r y  

on  t h e  r e f o r m s  o n c e  t h e  c o n m i s s i o n  l e f t .  T h u s  i n  f i l l i n g  new 

o r  e m p t y  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  

o f  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  A b b c d i n  P a s h a  was  f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  on  t h e  

r e ~ c o m m e n d a t i o ~ s  o f  t h e s e  n o t a b l e s ,  who were p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e i r  own s e l f  i n t e r e s t s ,  b o t h  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  

a n d  a s  a  g r o u p ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  saw t o  i t  t h a t  more  o f  t h e i r  own 

w o r e  a p p o i n t e d .  13 

A f u r t h e r  p r o b l e m  f o r  Abbed in  P a s h a  was  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  

S u l t a n ' s  many b r o t h n r s - i n - l a w ,  K i a z i m  P a s h a ,  who was  n o t o r i o u s  

-7 ----- 
- 

a o y a d j i a n ,  P i a r b e k i r ,  t o  T r o t t n r ,  1 o f  24 Augus t  1879,  
f l  4 2 4 / 9 1 ,  L A  9 



f o r  h i s  i n t r i q u s ,  accompanied t h o  r e f o r m  commiss ion  as an 

u n o f f i c i a l  a d v i s o r .  H R  was i n  l e a g u e  w i t h  t h e  n o t a b l e s  i n  

D i a r b e k i r  and h n l p e d  them i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  a p p o i n t m ~ n t  and 

i n f l u e n c e  t h n y  wanted.  T h e r e  was l i t t l e  Abbed in  Pasha c o u l d  

h a v e  done t o  p r e v e n t  K i a z i r n  Pasha f r o m  e x e r c i s i n g  t h i s  i n f l u -  

ence  because  o f  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  The v a l i  o f  - 
D i a r b e k i r ,  who p r o t e s t e d  some o f  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  made on  t h e  

rnccommend: . t ions  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  c o u l d  do  n o t h i n g  t o  h e l p  

Abbed in  o r  c o u n t e r  K i n z i m  p a s h a . l 4  As one r e s i d e n t  o f  D i a r -  

b e k i r  s a i d  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  M a j o r  T r o t t e r s  

" A b b e d i n  Pasha i s  a  v e r y  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  w e l l - e d u c a t e d ,  
and w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  man, b u t  A l a s 1  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
h e  h a s  been s u r r o u n d e d  by  some d i s c o n t e n t e d  and r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  p e o p l e ,  whose r u l i n g  s p i r i t  i s  t h e  b r o t h e r - i n -  
l a w  o f  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h i s  Empire . . . . I f  t h i s  p e r s o n  i s  
n o t  removed f rom t h i s  p l a c e  n o  r e f o r m  c a n  p o s s i b l y  be 
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h i s  v i l a y e t ,  I c a n  a s s u r e  you  t h a t  
n i e t h e r  t h e  V a l i  n o r  any commiss ion  d a r e  s a y  a  s i n g l e  - 
word  a g a i n s t  h i s  w i l l . . . f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  h e  and 
t h e  j u d g e  t o o k  i n t o  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who 
d u r i n q  t h ~  G o v e r n o r s h i p  o f  t h e  l a t e  V a l i  ( ~ b d e l  ~ a h r n a n )  
t r i e d  v a r y  h a r d  t o  u p s e t  h i s  government  n o t  because  t h e  
V a l i  was a bad Gove rno r ,  b u t  because  h e  was t o o  h o n e s t  forth em.^^^ 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  Abbed in  p a s h a ' s  dependence o n  t h e s e  n o t a b l e s  

becomes c l e a r  when w~ r e f e r  back  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g i v e n  t o  

t h ~  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  The Ot toman government  i n s t r u c t e d  

them t o  s e t  u p  r e f o r m  committees i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  w h i c h  were  t o  

do  t h e  a c t u a l  u o r k  i n v o l v r d  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t i n g  o f  r e f o r m s .  I n  --- 
1 4 ~ r o t t t r r ,  E rze roum,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  101 o f  17  J u l y  1879, 

f O 424/86.  ,.* 
I S € x t r a c t  o f  n L e t t p r  t o  T r o t t e r ,  101  o f  30 June 1879,  F.O., 

4 2 4 / n 6 .  



o t h o r  words,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  commiss ion  was p r i m a r i l y  

t o  s e l o c t  and a d v i s e  l o c a l  r e f o r m  commi t t ees ,  w h i c h  wou ld  

l o g i c a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s .  The n o t a b l e s  w h i c h  

\~ 
Abbed in  Pasha and t h e  o t h ~ r  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n  o t h e r  

v i l a y e t s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e s e  c o m m i t t e e s  wore conce rned  w i t h  

p r e v e n t i n g  t o o  much c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and i n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  o r  s o l i d i f y i n g  t h e i r  own power i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  

p r o v i n c e s .  T h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e f o r m  was t o  say  t h e  l e a s t  

s u s p e c t .  

I n  most c a s e s  i n  e a s t p r n  A n a t o l i a  t h e  f a c t o r s  m e n t i o n e d  

above w o u l d  have  s t i f l e d  any chance f o r  r e f o r m .  Abbed in  Pasha, 

howeve r ,  was a b l e  t o  i n i t i a t e  q u i t e  a  few changes  d e s p i t e  t h e  

h a n d i c a p s  p u t  i n  h i s  p a t h ,  Commi t tees  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  d i s c u s s  

what  r e f o r m s  were  n e c e s s a r y  and t o  h e a r  p e t i t i o n s  f rom v a r i o u s  

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l a y c t .  K iaz i rn  Pasha was e v e n t u a l l y  

r e c a l l e d  a f t e r  many t e l e g r a m s  f r o m  Abbed in  Pasha t o  t h e  P o r t e ,  

and a few o f  t h e  more o b v i o u s l y  c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

v i l a y e t  were d i s m i s s e d  f rom t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  Abbed in  P a s h a ' l a i d  

t h e  o roundwork  f o r  an  i n c r e a s e d  number o f  C h r i s t i a n  members o f  

qove rnmen t ,  w h i c h  was p a r t  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  program announced b y  

t h e  c e n t r a l  qovs rnmen t .  

The most i m o o r t a n t  r e f o r m s  i n i t i a t e d  by Abbed in  Pasha i n  

o i a r h p k i r  were  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  and i n  t h e  

J n f l u e n c n  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  aqas .  The Pasha saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  

% t i p h s  -- w r r p  g i v e n  t h e i r  a r r e a r s  i n  pay  as w e l l  as u n i f o r m s  and 

w P a p ~ n s .  n n  weeded o u t  many o f  t h e  more i n e f f i c i e n t  and c o r r u p t  



o f f i c e r s  amonq t h e  z a p t i e h  b r i g a d e ,  t h o u g h  mos t  o f  them were 

a b l e  t o  r o q a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h o  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  

l e f t  t h e  a r n a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c h a n q e s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  

s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  were d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y -  

s i d e  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s  t o  p r o v i d e  more  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

v i l l a g e r s .  

A b b e d i n  P a s h a ' s  g r e a t e s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

S ~ c u r i t y  f o r c e s  was  h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  u r b a n  p o l i c e  f o r c e  

i n  D i a r b e k i r  and  o t h e r  t o w n s  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t .  T h i s  f o r c e  C o n s i s t e d  

o f  a  s e l e c t  g r o u p  o f  men a n d  o f f i c e r s  who were t o  b e  i n  c h a r g e  

o f  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  w h i l e  t h e  z a p t i s h s  r e s t r i c t e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and c o u n t r y s i d e .  T h i s  was A b b e d i n  

P a s h a ' s  o n l y  r e a l  move a g a i n s t  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s ,  who w e r e  n o t  

o v e r l y  p l e a s e d  t o  see a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  

t h e  c i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  t o  h a v i n g  

t h e i r  own way a n d  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  - z a p t i e h s .  

T h e  r e f o r m  w h i c h  h a d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p a c t  b o t h  l o c a l l y  a n d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e q i o n  was Abbed in  P a s h a ' s  f x d m e n t  o f  t h e  

K u r d i s h  a a a s ,  S i n c e  h e  was  a  s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  a r e a  a n d  was  - 
f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  on  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  o f  D i a r b e k i r  f o r  c o u n s e l  

a n d  a d v i c e  i t  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  h e  would f e e l  few r e s t r a i n t s  

a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  ~ u r d s .  tiis w e s t e r n  

t r a i n i n g  and  p r o b a b l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  b a c k g r o u n d  would  h a v e  made 

h i m  l e s s  t o l e r a n t  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  discipline a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  

o r d ~ r  amonq t h e  K u r d s  and t h u s  more  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  u r b a n  

n o t a b l e s .  l l l h i l ~  t h e  ~ ~ r d i ~ h  aqas  w e r e  n o t a b l e s  l i k e  t h e i r  



u r b a n  M u s l i m  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  t h e  two  g r o u p s  wera se ldom on good 

t e r m s .  The p r i m a r y  f o e  o f  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  was t h e  government ,  

b o t h  c e n t r a l  and l o c a l  when t h e y  were u n a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  i t ,  b u t  

t h s i r  c h i e f  r i v a l s  f o r  economic power and i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y s i d e  wore t h e  aqas. Abbed in  Pasha was p r o b a b l y  t o l d ,  

p e r h a p s  w i t h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  cause  o f  d i s o r d e r  

i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  was t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  agas. S e e i n g  

t h a t  some k i n d  o f  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  was needed t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  

o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  and a s s e r t  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

m e n t ' s  p r e s e n c e  once a g a i n ,  and s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

h e  c o u l d  db i n  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  face  o f  t h o  n o t a b l e s '  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  government ,  Abbed in  Pasha made h i s  most d r a m a t i c  

move a g a i n s t  t h e  aoas.  He i n v i t e d  a b o u t  a  hund red  o f  them t o  - 
D i a r b e k i r ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p rob lems  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  

and t h e n  had  them a r r e s t e d  and e x i l e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a *  The agas 

were t o  be s e n t  t o  A l b a n i a ,  b u t  o n l y  g o t  as  f a r  as  A leppo.  

Most  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  ag reed  t h a t  t h i s  move a g a i n s t  t h e  Ku rds  

was n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  t h e y  r e g r e t t e d  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  Abbed in  Pasha 

had  c a r r i e d  i t  o u t ,  By d e n y i n g  t h e  aqas a  f a i r  t r i a l ,  h e  made 

i t  e a s i e r  f o r  them t o  c l a i m  u n f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  and t h u s  e v e n t u a l l y  

g a i n  t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  As soon as  t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  A leppo t h i s  was 

i n  f a c t  what t h e  - a E s  - bagan d o i n g  and by  1882 most o f  them were 

back i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  s r s a . l 6  I n  most o t h e r  cases  t h e  c o n s u l s  
- -  - -  

"30yadj ian,  D i e r b o k i r ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  80 o f  16 ma ich  1882, 
F U 424/132, and R o y a d j i a n  t o  T r o t t e r m  1  o f  24 August  1879, -=* 
P.O., 424/91. 



would  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  c r i e d  ' f o u l '  and  c l a i m e d  t h a t  A b b e d i n  

P a s h a  d n l i b e r a t e l y  m i s t r e a t e d  t h e  a g a s ,  knowing  t h a t  t h e y  

c o u l d  t h e n  r e t u r n  c l a i m i n g  l a c k  o f  d u e  p r o c e s s .  T h e  c o n s u l s  

were u s e d  t o  s u c h  m a n e u v e r s  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  

and  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  c o n s u l s  d i d  n o t  

d r a w  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  m i s t a k e s  t o  t h e  

P a s h a ' s  z e a l  a n d  l a c k  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t h e y  were mos t  p r o b a b l y  

c o r r e c t  i n  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  

T h e  e x i l i n g  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  a q a s  was t h e  t y p e  o f  r e f o r m  

w h i c h  t h e  a r i t i s h  a p p l a u d e d  b u t  w h i c h  t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  

d e f i n i t e l y  was  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t .  B e s i d e s  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  

b a l a n c e  o f  power  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  u r b a n  a n d  ~ u r d i s h  

n o t a b l e s ,  t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e f o r m  o r  c h a n g e ,  if c a r r i e d  o u t  w i d e l y ,  

c o u l d  t r i g g e r  some t y p s  o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  w h i c h  was  s t i l l  one o f  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  g r e a t e s t  f e a r s .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  e x i l i n g  o f  t h e  

aqa s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  b e g a n  l o o k i n g  f o r  o t h e r  a s s i g n m e n t s  f o r  

H b b e d i n  P a s h a .  

B e f o r e  h e  was  t a k e n  o f f  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e f o r m  

c o m m i s s i o n ,  f i b b o d i n  P a s h a  moved f rom D i a r b e k i r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  

a r e a  h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ,  t h e  K h a r p u t  v i l a y e t .  

8 y  t h i s  t ime h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

n o t  t o  a t t e m p t  a n y  f u r t h e r  l a r g o  s c a l e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  K u r d i s h  

l . e a d e r s .  When h e  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  t h e  n o t a b l e s  w e r e  

r a t h e r  o b v i o u s l y  a f r a i d  o f  h i m ,  b u t  a s  s o o n  a s  i t  became 

e v i d e n t  t h a t  h ~  no l o n g a r  had  t h e  power t o  a c t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y *  



t h e y  b e q a n  t o  u n d e r r n i n ~  h i s  a t t ~ m p t s  a t  r e f o r m .  He i n s t i t u t e d .  

a p o l i c e  f o r c e  l i k s  t h e  o n e  i n  D i a r b a k i r ,  b u t  i t  n e v e r  had  t h e  

s a m e  s u c c e s s ,  A f t e r  w o r k i n g  i n  K h a r p u t  f o r  a  few m o n t h s  h e  was  

o r d s r e d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  S i v a s  t o  become v a l i .  ~ i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  - 
N a n a s  E f f e n d i ,  t r i e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  work begun  i n  K h a r p u t  

b u t  s i n c e  h e  was  a  C h r i s t i a n  t h e  n o t a b l e s  r e f u s e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  

a n d  i n  f a c t  o p e n l y  worked  a g a i n s t  h im.  1 7  

a e f o r e  moving  on  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  i t  f a c e d  i n  E r z e r o u m  and  Van, i t  w i l l  be  u s e f u l  t o  

f o l l o w  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  t o  S i v a s  w h e r e  h e  a t t e m p t e d  many o f  t h e  

same r e f o r m s  h e  h a d  t r i e d  b e f o r e ,  a n d  met s i m i l a r  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  

T h e  P a s h a  a r r i v e d  i n  S i v a s  i n  O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  and r e m a i n e d  a s  

v a l i  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  h e  was s t i l l  t h e  o f f i c i a l  -------. 

h e a d  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  D i a r b e k i r  and  K h a r p u t ,  a n  

a r r a n g e m e n t  t h e  c o n s u l s  s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t e d  t o  s i n c e  h e  c o u l d  

e x e r c i s e  no r e a l  i n f l u e n c e  f r o m  S i v a s  on  e v e n t s  i n  D i a r b e k i r  

and  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  was v i r t u a l l y  w i t h o u t  

i n f l u e n c e  o r  power .  18 

Upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  S i v a s  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g a n  

t o  make c h a n g e s ,  h a v i n g  by t h i s  t i m e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  

i n  p r o v i n c i a l  p r o b l o m s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  

d a y s  i n  S i v a s  h e  made s e v e r a l  c h a n g e s  i n  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  

o f f i c i a l s  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u n c i l s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  

a r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  v i l a y e t  composed o f  t h r e e  C h r i s t i a n s  
.- ----- 

"l:larnurn, K h a r p u t ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  1 6 1  o f  6 November 1 8 7 9 ,  F .O., 
4 2 4 / 9 1 .  

" ~ r o t t n r ,  E r z o r o u m ,  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  8 o f  1 O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 .  
F 0 ' I  424/CIl 



a n d  t h r e e  M u s l i m s ,  C o l o n e l  W i l s o n ,  t h e  c o n s u l  i n  S i v a s ,  was  

o v e r j o y e d  w i t h  t h e  P a s h a ' s  ~ c t i v i t y  and  w i t h  h i s  v e r y  p r e s e n c e ,  

s a y i n g r  I t I t  i s  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  t o  me h a v i n g  a  man i n  t h i s  w i l d e r -  

n e s s  who i s  d e v o t e d  t o  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and  a b l e  t o  t a l k  

on  m a t t e r s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  e d u c a t e d  men. " I 9  C l e a r l y ,  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  

was n o t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  O t t o m a n  o f f i c i a l .  

L i k e  D i a r b ~ k i r ,  t h ~  v i l a y e t  o f  S i v a s  was d o m i n a t e d  by a  

g r o u p  o f  n o t a b l e s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  S i v a s ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s  were l e d  

by o n e  o f  t h e i r  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  members ,  Mehemst A l i .  I t  was t h i s  

man a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  S i v a s  who g a v e  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  t r o u b l o  w h i l e  h e  was  v a l i ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  were s t i l l  - 
p o w e r f u l  when h e  l e f t  t h e  v i l a y e t .  S p e a k i n g  o f  Iilehemet Ali's 

d o m i n a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  o n e  c o n s u l  s a i d r  

" T h e  e v i l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  man i s  s o  g r o a t ,  and  h e  
i s  s o  much d r e a d e d  by t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  a l m o s t  
h o p e l e s s  t o  ~ x p n c t  a n y  o t h e r  r e s u l t .  filehemet A l i  h a s  
f o r  many y e a r s  b e e n  K i n g  o f  t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  and  h i s  
word h a s  b e e n  l a w .  h e  h a s  a g e n t s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l  a s s e m b l y s ,  
who a r e  bound t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  o f f i c i a l  b e h e s t s .  
S i m i l a r  t o  a l l  h i s  c l a s s ,  h e  h a s  u s e d  h i s  o f f i c i a l  
p o s i t i o n  a s  a means  o f  f u r t h e r i n g  h i s  own e n d s ,  a n d  
e n r i c h i n g  h i s  p a r t i s a n s ,  t o t a l l y  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  
r u i n  and  m i s e r y  h e  c a u s e s .  Xany o f  h i s  a g e n t s  a r e  
t h i e v e s  a n d  v a q a b o n d s ,  who e x e r t  a  t e r r o r i s m  o v e r  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i ~ n . " ~ ~  

b ' o t a b l e s  s u c h  a s  Mehemot A l i  w o r e  e x t r e m e l y  f o r m i d a b l e  o p p o n e n t s  

f o r  a n y  qovornrncn t  o f f i c i o l ,  a s  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s .  

I n  S i v a s  t h e  g o v p r n m e n t  c o u l d  r ~ l y  much l e s s  on  t h e  r i v a l h y  

b e t w r e n  t h e  u r h n n  n o t a b l e s  a n d  t h e  K u r d i s h  a q a s ,  s i n c e  t h e  
- -- - -- 

' " d i l s o n ,  S i v a s ,  t o  L a y n r d ,  49  o f  1 4  O c t o b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  F.O., 
4 2 4 / 3 1 ,  

" ~ n n s u l ,  C a p t a i n  i ) . ~ .  S t c s a r t ,  S i v a s ,  t o  ~ a y a r d ,  203  o f  
12  Ilay 18'30, - F.O.,  424 /106 .  



l 8 t t c r  q r o u p  were much l e s s  i n  c v i d e n c s  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b c c n  i n  

D i n r b r k i r .  Thn T u r k i s h  p ~ a s a n t r y  o f  S i v a s  w e r e  more  e a s i l y  

d o m i n a t e d  by t h o  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  n o  s t r o n g  t r i b a l  

o r q a n i z n t i o n  o r  l e a d e r s  b ~ y o n d  t h r  v i l l a g e  l e v e l .  A t  t h e  same 

t i m e ,  i t  would  hc e a s i e r  f o r  a s t r o n g  and a m b i t i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n  s u c h  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  p a i n  t h o  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  

t h a n  i t  would  h a v e  b e c n  i n  D i a r b e k i r  o r  o t h e r  K u r d i s h  a r e a s .  

T h e  q o v c r n m c n t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  c o n t r o l ,  would  h a v e  

h a d  t o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t s  i t s  power  a n d  

s u ~ e r i o r i t y  b e f o r e  t h e y  would  b e g i n  t o  d e f y  t h e i r  l o c a l  a n d  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s ,  T h e r e  were v e r y  few c a s e s  o f  a g o v e r n m e n t  

b e i n g  a b l e  t o  d o  t h i s  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  ~ a r n i d i a n  

p e r i o d ,  and  A b b e d i n  P a s h a ' s  s h o r t  s t a y  i n  S i v a s  c o u l d  d o  l i t t l e  

t o w a r d  p r o v i n g  t o  b e  a n  e x c e p t i o n .  

3 u r i n q  A b b e d i n  P a s h a ' s  s t a y  i n  S i v a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m ~ n t  

b c g 2 n  t o  t a k e  a much morp a c t i v e  i n t s r e s t  i n  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .  h e  

was  p r o b a b l y  a n  e x t r e m e l y  t r o u b l e s o m e  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

t o  d s a l  w i t h  s i n c e  h e  was  o b v i o u s l y  a f t e r  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  

r e f o r m  t h a n  i t  was  p r p p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t .  A t  t h e  same t ime h e  was 

a v e r y  e f f i c i e n t  o f f i c i a l  w h i c h  mean t  more  money f o r  t h e  

t r e a s u r y :  a v e r y  i m ~ o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  A b d u L h a n i d f s  

r e i q n .  H s  c o u l d  n o t  s i m p l y  b ~ !  d i s m i s s e d  o r  r e l e g a t e d  t o  some 

u n i m p n r t a n t  p o s t  b c c a u s o  h e  h a d  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t f ? n t i o n  o f  t h e  

g r i t i s h  q o v e r n r n c n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  a c t  a s  h i s  p r o t e c t o r ,  and  h i s  

t a l c n t n  w n r ~  n e ~ d ~ d  b y  t h e  government. P a r t  o f  t h e  ambiguous 

p o l i t i n n  t h p  q o v p r n m s n t  f o u n d  j t s ~ l f  i n  i s  s h o w  i n  t h e  d e m a n d s  



f n r  monny mndo on Abbed in  Pasha l ~ h i l e  h e  was i n  S i v n s ,  monoy 

o u t s i d e  t h e  r e g u l a r  t a x  revenues, T h i s  was i n  p a r t  t a k i n g  

a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  o b v i o u s  e f f i c i e n c y  and a b i l i t y  t o  r a i s e  t h e  

money and  i n  p a r t  was a move t o  hamper h i s  r e f o r m  a c t i v i t i e s ,  21 

I n  h i s  s h o r t  s t a y  a t  S i v a s  A b b e d i n  Pasha was n o t  a b l e  t o  

~ s t a b l i s h  t h o  p r o v i n c i a l  government  as  t h e  most  powerful 

e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  b u t  h e  was a b l e  t o  b e g i n  q u i t e  a few 

changes.  He made g r e a t  s t r i d e s  i n  s e t t l i n g  many o f  t h e  C i r c a s s i a n  

r e f u g e e s ,  s t a r t ~ d  new r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  expanded M u s l i m  e d u c a t i o n ,  

i n s t a l l e d  s t r e e t  lamps  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  S i v a s ,  and s t a r t e d  a  w e e k l y  

newspapPr.22 He made many s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t a x  r e f o r m s ,  l e g a l  

r e f o r m s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  i n  Ma tch  1880  h e  N a s  r e a s s i g n e d  as 

v a l i  o f  S a l o n i c a ,  w h i c h  must  h a v e  been i n  t h e  eyes  o f  any Ot toman - 
o f f i c i a l  a  p r o m o t i o n  and was a c o n v e n i e n t  way t o  g e t  him away 

f r om a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e  p a r t  o f  t h o  E m p i r e  where h i s  

reforming z e a l  w o u l d  n o t  be a l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  government .  
23 

The  second r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  we must s t u d y  was a s s i g n e d  

t o  t h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  E r z s r o u m  and Van. I t  was l e d  by Yusuf  Pasha 

and S e r k i s  E f f e n d i ,  a g a i n  a  i i i u s l i m - C h r i s t i a n  c o m b i n a t i o n  

f o l l o w i n q  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  ne1.u r e f o r m s  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  

r i q h t  o f  t h o  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  o f  t h p  E lno i re .  As i n  t h e  t r c ~ t m c n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  commiss ion ,  
-- -.- - 

2 1 ~ i l s o n ,  S i v ~ s ,  t o  L a y a r d ,  57 o f  7 J a n u a r y  I R G O ,  F.0 ., 
/,?4/106. 

2 2 & , *  . , e ~ ~ l s n n ,  S i v n s ,  t o  L 3 y n r d ,  99 o f  7 F e b r u a r y  1890, F.O., 
424/106.  See C h i i p t ~ r  T h r c e  f o r  more d e t a i l s  on t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  

2 3  
Abbcd in  Pasha a p p e a r s  i n  t h o  c o n s u l ~ r  r e p o r t s  a q a i n  i n  

t h c  l a t e  1340,s  a s  a mpmbcr o f  t h o  M i n i s t r y  i n  L ' o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  



i t  w i l l  bo u s c f u l  t o  ~ x o m i n c  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h o  

c o m m i s s i o n  h a d  t o  o p e r a t e ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  t h e  

v i l a y o t  o f  Van. 

W h i l e  t h s  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

w o r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  s a m e ,  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  experienced t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s  t o  d i f f c r i n g  d e g r e e s .  I n  Van, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  K u s l i m - A r m e n i a n  r e l a t i o n s  was o f  more  i m m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n  t h a n  

i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  D i z r b e k i r  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  A r m e n i a n s  

i n  Van was  much g r e a t e r  t h a n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  v i l a y e t .  T h e  p o s t - w a r  

f a m i n e  was  a s  bad i p  Van a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  D i a r b e k i r  a n d  i n d e e d  

showed n o  s i g n s  o f  l e t t i n g  u p  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  1 8 8 ~ ~ ~  A S  s a s  shown 

i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t a r ,  t h e  f a m i n e  l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  i n c r e a s e d  

o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  by t h e  p a s t o r a l  a n d  n o m a d i c  K u r d s  

who w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s u f f e r  f rom i t .  T h e  c i t y  o f  Van i n  1880 

was  o v e r f l o w i n g  w i t h  r e f u g e e s  f rom t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a ,  w h i c h  

m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  o f  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  

t h e  f a m i n e .  F a r - r e a c h i n g  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m s  t e n d e d  t o  g e t  b u r i e d  

u n d e r  t h e  s h s e r  w e i q h t  o f  i m m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m s .  

The ' K u r d i s h  p r o b l e m '  was much more  i m p o r t a n t  i n  Van t h a n  

i n  t h e  o t h e r  v i l o y e t s .  l!jith S h e i k h   beyd dull ah i n  t h e  a r e a  and 

a n  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t s  l a c k  o f  Ot toman  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h ,  l a w  a n d  

o r d e r  was h a r d l y  a g o a l  t o  b e  e v e n  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d ,  T h e  

l o c a l  Armenian  n o t a b l e s  f l o o d e d  t h e  c o n s u l s  w i t h  l i s t s  o f  



25 s p o c i F i . c  a c t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  by K u r d s  a g a i n s t  Armenian  v i l l a g e s ,  

R a i d s  by K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  w e r o  s o  ~ r c v a l k n t  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u l  f o r  

Van,  C a p t a i n  C l a y t o n ,  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  moved t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  u s e  

o f  E u r o p e a n  t r o o p s  a s  t h e  o n l y  h o p e  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  

o r d e r  r 

"On t h ~ !  w h o l e ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t e m p e r  o f  t h e  T u r k s ,  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t r o o p s  and  t h e  p e c u n i a r y  i n a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  and s u p p o r t  i n  a  p r o p ~ r  
mannelr t h e  f o r c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  I am f o r c e d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h a t  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e f o r m s  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  m u s t ,  I t h i n k ,  be c a r r i e d  o u t  by E u r o p e a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  
a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  t r o o p s  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  a t  a l l  
e v e n t s  a s  a temporary r n e a s u r e e W z 6  

A S  was  s h o u ~ n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  c o n s u l s  t e n d e d  t o  o p t  

f o r  E u r o p e n n  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  i n  mos t  m a t t e r s  o f  r e f o r m ,  

h u t  t h e y  s e l d o m  w e n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  s u g g e s t i n g  a c t u a l  m i l i t a r y  

i n v o l v e m e n t .  C a p t a i n  C l a y t o n ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  t r o o p s  may r e f l e c t  

t h e  g r o w i n g  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s .  

T h e  o t h e r  ma in  p r o b l e m  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  f a c e d . i n  

Van,  a s  t h e  o t h e r s  h a d  f a c e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  v i l a y e t s ,  was  t h e  -- .-- -7 
- 

" ~ h o  Arm,nian P a t r i a r c h  s u p p l i e d  C l a y t o n  w i t h  a  p a r t i a l  
l i s t  o f  c r i m e s  f r o m  A p r i l  t o  J u l y  1 8 8 0 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  e x a m p l e s  
t a k e n  f r o m  t h a t  l i s t ;  
9 A p r i l . .  . .Two h o u r s  f r o m  Van a p f e s t o r i a n  was m u r d e r e d  by K u r d s .  
5 A p r i l . ,  . .The  m i l l  a t  Akhtaman N o n a s t e r y  was  p l u n d e r e d .  
7 ....A m i l l  i n  hlorduk was p l u n d e r p d ,  
8 . , . ,mil ls  o f  m o n a s t e r i e s  o f  S u r p  !!isham and hlareg  p l u n d e r e d .  
1 5  o . . . v i l l a q e r s  o f  I ( a r a b u 1 i  s t r i p p e d  and r o b b e d  on  way home, 
1'7 ,, ..., A r m s n i a n  s t o r e  i n  P e r t a q  b r o k e n  i n t o  and  a i l  g r a i n  s t o l e n .  
I t  i s  s i ~ n i f i c ~ ~ t  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e s o  i n c i d e n t s ,  a s  wel l  a s  
mos t  o f  t h o s r  n o t  q i v p n ,  i n v o l v e  K u r d s  t a k i n g  f o o d  f r o m  A r m e n i a n s .  
C l a y k n n  t n  T r o t t p r ,  131  o f  24  A u q u s t  1 9 8 0 ,  , - 424 /197 .  

2 6 ~ l n y t o n  t o  T r o t t e r ,  245  o f  7 Eily 1 0 8 0 ,  ~ . 0 . , 4 2 4 / 1 0 6 *  



m i s u s e  o f  t h o  j u d i c i a l  c o u r t s  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u n c i l s .  

C ~ r r u p t i o n  was  p r e v a l e n t  i n  Van a s  i t  was e l s e w h e r e .  S p e a k i n g  

o f  t h e  membcrs o f  t h o  c r i m % i n a l  c o u r t  i n  t h e  s a n d j a k  o f  B a i b u r t ,  

C o n s u l  E v o r e t t  s a i d  r 

" O f  t h e  t w o  C h r i s t i a n s ,  o n e  t a k e s  b r i b e s ,  and b o t h  a r e  
i l l i t e r a t e ;  o f  t h e  t w o  T u r k i s h ,  o n e  i s  a  f a n a t i c  a n d  
i g n o r a n t  and  t h e  o t h e r  a n  u n e d u c a t e d  n o n e n i t y ,  who s i t s  
i n  t h e  c o u r t  o n l y  t o  make u p  t h o  r e q u i r e d  n u m b e r , " p g  

T h e r e  wure o v e r  two  h u n d r e d  p r i s o n e r s  a w a i t i n g  t r i a l  a t  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  when E v e r e t t  v i s i t e d  8 a i b u r t . i  a n d  t h i s  e x a m p l e  

was  n o t  a t y p i c a l .  T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  j u s t i c e  was  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r ,  

w i t h  j u d g e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c e r t a i n  l o c a l  

n o t a b l e s  a n d  b r i b e r y  t h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  p r a c t i c e  

T h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h i s  a r e a  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  

t h e  f a l l  o f  1879 i n  E r z e r o u m ,  b u t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g .  

A c o u n c i l  o f  t h i r t y  e i g h t  l o c a l  members was  s e l e c t e d  t o  i n v e , s t i -  
\ 

g a t e  t h e  f a u l t s  a n d  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  O f  t h e  

t h i r t y  e i g h t ,  t e n  were C h r i s t i a n s .  T h e  same  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  

on t h a  D i a r b e k i r  c o r n m i s s i o n  w e r e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h i s  o n e  a n d  i t  

Soon r e v e a l e d  i m p o t e n t c y .  T h e  A r m e n i a n s  w i t h d r e w  f rom p a r t i c i p a -  

t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r ,  n o t  w i s h i n 9  t o  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n  o b v i o u s  

l e f t  f o r  Van i n  ptovember 1 5 7 9 ,  M a j o r  T r o t t e r  s a i d  o f  i t s  work 

2 7 € v r ? r c ! t t ,  E r z e r o u r n ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  29 o f  1 9  Orrcember 1879, 
F n 4 2 4 / 1 0 6 .  .# 



" I t  was  w i t h  a  s i q n  o f  r e l i a f  t h a t  I saw t h e s e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  l e a v e  E r z o r o u m  a n d  f e l t  f r e e d  f rom 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  w h a t  h a s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  l i t t l e  
b e t t e r  t h a n  a d e l u s i o n  a n d  a 

T h e  Commiss ion  h a d  n o t  e n j o y o d  t h o  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  s t r o n g  p e r s o n -  

a l i t y  s u c h  a s  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  who, t h o u g h  h e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  l i t t l e  

i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  d i d  h a v e  some s p e c t a c u l a r  and  t e m p o r a r y  

s u c c e s s e s .  

B e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  Van i n  December  1 8 7 9 ,  

t h e  v i l a y e t  h a d  been u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  commander O F  

t h e  F o u r t h  Army C o r p s ,  Samih P a s h a .  His m a i n  d u t y  s i n c e  t h e  war  

h a d  b e e n  t o  p r e v e n t  a  c o m p l e t e  K u r d i s h  i n s u r r e c t i o n  by t r y i n g  

t o  p l a c a t e  a s  many o f  t h e  t r i b e s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  

t o  k e e p  U b e y d u l l a h  f r o m  t a k i n g  a n y  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

O t t o m a n s ,  He w a s  r e c e i v i n g  v i r t u a l l y  n o  m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  d o  v e r y  l i t t l e  e x c e p t  t r y  t o  

h o l d  t h e  l i n e  a n d  k e e p  t h e  K u r d s  d i s u n i t e d .  tie t o l d  C l a y t o n  t h a t  

h e  w a s  p l a n n i n g  a n  a c t i v e  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  some o f  t h e  t r i b e s  

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  when h e  h o p c d  more  s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

men t  w o u l d  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  

T h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  d i d  some i m p o r t a n t  work i n  f a m i n e  

r e l i e f  i n  t h e  Van a r e a ,  b u t  beyond  t h a t  i t  was i n e f f e c t u a l .  Word 

o f  i t s  d i s m a l  f a i l u r e  i n  E r z c r o u m  h a d  a l r e a d y  r e a c h e d  Van,  s o  

t h a t  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  would  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t  

a n d  t h e  n o t a b l e s  knew t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  d e f y  i t .  The  o n l y  r e a l l y  
--- .-a 

- 
2 9 ~ r n t t e r ,  E r z s r o u , n ,  t,o S a l i s b u r y ,  1 1 4  o f  5 tdovembcr 1979, 

F.O., 4 2 4 / 9 1 .  -- 



~ o s i t i v e  a c t  i t  was a b l e  t o  t a k a  was t o  pe rsuade  t h e  g o v e r n -  

m ~ n t  t o  suspend t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  back t a x a s ,  b u t  oven  t h a t  was 

o n l y  u n t i l  t h o  m a t t e r  c o u l d  bn  f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

These were  t h e  t w o  r e f o r m  commiss ions  w h i c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  and 

many members o f  t h e  Armen ian  communi ty  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  h a d  

p u t  g r o a t  hopes  i n .  The Mus l ims ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  M u s l i m  n o t a b l e s ,  f 

h a d  r e s e n t e d  and f e a r e d  t h e  commiss ions ,  s e e i n g  them a s  i n d i c a t i v e  

o f  Eu ropean  i n t e r f ~ r e n c e  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  and u n s u r e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  
- 

o f  t h e i r  powers.  Once Abbcd in  Pasha had been r e b u k e d  f o r  t a k i n g  

t h o  o n l y  r e a l l y  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  

commiss ions ,  i t  became c l e a r  t o  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  a s i n c e r e ,  

e f f o r t  a t  r e f o r m .  

The r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  commiss ions  were m e r e l y  a g e s t u r e  

d i s i l l u s i o n e d  thn B r i t i s h  a b o u t  chances  f o r  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  

E m p i r e ,  b u t  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  began t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  

w i t h i n  t h ~  Armen ian  communi ty  w h i c h  was t o  have  s e r i o u s  conse-  
/' 

quences.  T ~ P  G u s l i m  n o t a b l e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  more i n g r a t i a t e d  

t o  t h e  Ot toman g o v e r ~ m e ~ t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F a i l u r e  o f  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n s ,  wRre encouraged i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  
, 

qovernment  was i m p o t e n t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and t h a t  t h e y  were t h u s  

b e i n q  g i v e n  a f r c e e  hand t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  l o c a l  government .  

A t h i r d  reform commiss ion  iuas s e n t  yo t h e  a r e a  i n  1850 u n d e r  

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  D a k r r  Pasha, t h e  E n g l i s h  o f f i c e r  who had  been 

D r o r n i s ~ d  n h i q h  p o s i t i o n  i n  c a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  T ~ E  B r i t i s n  and 

many o t h r r s  i n  t h o  p r o v i n c e s  had  g r e a t  h o p r s  f o r  t h i s   commission^ 1 



h u t  by t h e  t i m o  i t  h ~ d  a r r i v n d  a t  i t s  f i r s t  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  

D i a r b e k i r ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  s t r i p p e d  o f  a n y  r e a l  power .  Bake r  P a s h a  

c o u l d  o n l y  o b s e r v e  and  r e p o r t  h i s  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  P o r t e .  h e  

came up  w i t h  t h e  by t h i s  t i m e  r a t h e r  s t a n d a r d  l i s t  o f  e s s e n t i a l  

r e f o r m s ,  b u t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  a t t e m p t s ,  h e  h a d  n o  r e a l  power  t o  

d o  more  t h a n  s u g g e s t .  

8y  l a t e  1880  3 r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  and  f a i t h  i n  O t t o m a n  r e f o r m  

i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  h a d  waned c o q s i d e r a b l y  a n d  n o  o u t c r y  was  

r a i s e d  i n  E u r o p e  a t  t h e  d i s m a l  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s .  T h e i r  

r e p o r t s  h a d  b e a n  p u b l i s h ~ d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  g l u e  Books ,  b u t  i n  

1881 t h e y  w e r e  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  p u b l i c  v i e w .  T h e  a r i t i s h  r e f o r m  

p r o g r a m s  were a f a i l u r e ,  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  E u r o p e  was f a d i n g ,  

a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  i t s  d e f e a t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  

c o n s u l s  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e f o r m  p r o p o s a l s  w e r e  a  
- 

f a i l u r e  a n d  t h e  O t t o m a n  p r o g r a m  l a r g e l y  a  sham, t h e r e  w e r e  

s e v e r a l  r c f o r m s  w h i c h  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

d u r i n g  t h e  1879-00 p e r i o d .  T h e s e  r e f o r m s  w e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  b u t  w e r e  

p r i m a r i l y  t h ~ ,  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  o f  r e f o r m s  

a n n o u n c e d  by t h e  P o r t e  a n d  p u s h e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h .  T h e s o  r e f o r m s  

w i l l  be c o n s i d e r p d  u n d r r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g n n c r a l  h e a d i n g s :  t h o  

~ o n d n r m n r i c ,  l o c a l  g o v e r n s ~ n t ,  t a x  r e f o r m ,  j u d i c i s l  r o f o r m ,  and 



g o v ~ r n m c n t  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h o  K u r d s .  

One o f  t h o  f i r s t  r n f o r m s  p u s h e d  by L o r d  S a l i s b u r y  a n d  l a t e r  
'. 

by G r a n v i l l e  o f  t h o  L i b e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  was f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a Europr- . ;n l e d  and s u p e r v i s e d  g e n d a r m a r i e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  n g r o u p  o f  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  w a s  c o n t r , a c t e d  f o r  

by t h e  P o r t n  e a r l y  i n  1 8 7 9  when t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  was  d o i n g  

s v ~ r y t h i n g  i t  c o u l d  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  b u t  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  

i n a c t i v e  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  u n t i l  1 8 8 1 .  By 1 8 8 0  t h e  O t t o m a n  

g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  d i l u t e d  t h e  q c n d a r m a r i e  p r o p o s a l  t o  a  s i m p l e  

r e f o r m i n g  o f  t h o  e x i s t i n g  z a p t i e h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  E u r o p e a n  

o f f i c e r s  a s  a d v i s o r s  i n  some c a s e s .  T h e  c o n t r a c t e d  B r i t i s h  

o f f i c e r s  were f i n a l l y  g i v e n  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  1 8 8 1  t o  t h e  v i l a y e t s  

o f  Smyrnn ,  A l e p p o ,  3 a m a s c u s ,  T r e b i z o n d ,  a n d  R d r i a n o p l e ,  b u t  

were g i v o n  v i r t u a l l y  n o  .29 I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  

v i l a y e t s ,  w h e r e  a s t r o n g  z a p t i e h  f o r c e  was most  o b ~ i ~ u s l y  

r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  v a l i s  w e r e  p u t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h o  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  

a n d  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  z a p t i n h s .  C l e a r l y  t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  

w a n t e d  t o  d i s c o u r a ~ e  t h e  S r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  

v o l a t i l e  r e g i o n  a n d  a v o i d  b e i n g  p r e s s u r e d  i n t o  r e f o r m i n g  t o o  

r a p i d l y .  

F o r  t h o  3 r i t i s h ,  t w o  o f  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

r p f o r m  o f  t h e  z s p t i r h  f o r c e  were a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  t h e  p p r s o n n r l  a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  t h o  r a n k s .  

I t  w a s  h o p e d  t , h a t  i n  t h i s  way t h e  z a p t i e h s  would  more  f a i r l y  
-I__-- -- 

2 9 ~ ~ s ~ h n n ,  C o n s t n n t i n o p l n ,  t o  G r a n v i l l e ,  f3G o f  29 A p r i l  
I R ~ L  L O . ,  m / 1 2 2 .  



r e p r e s e n t  t h a  communi ty  ~ ~ n d  would  t h c r o f o r e  n o t  c o n c e n t r a t e  

t h e i r  a c t s  o f  m i n o r  o p p r e s s i o n  s t r i c t l y  on C h r i s t i a n  v i l l a g e s .  

To  t h o  r e f o r m e r s 1  r e g r e t ,  few C h r i s t i a n s  o r  q u a l i f i e d  N u s l i m s  - 
were a n x i o u s  t o  j o i n 8  

" I t  m u s t  b e  owned t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  t h e  f a u l t  
o f  t h e  govf l rnment  t h a t  s o  few C h r i s t i a n s  h a v s  a s  y e t  
b e a n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  g e n d a r m a r i e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  scheme  o f  r e f o r m  
l a t e l y  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  P o r t e ,  T h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t h e m -  
s e l v e s  h a v e  shown n o  d o s i r e  t o  s e r v e ,  and  i n  many c a s e s  
h a v e  r e f u s d  t o  d o  s o .  Nor i s  t h i s  v e r y  s u r p r i s i n g .  T h e  
Z a o t i n h  h a s  t o  f u r n i s h  h i s  own h o r s e ,  a n d ,  u n l e s s  h e  
g ~ t s  h i s  s a l a r y ,  t h o  o n l y  way o f  s u p p l y i n g  h i m s e l f  w i t h  
t h e  requisite f u n d s  i s  t o  s q u e e z e  wha t  h e  c a n  o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  C h r i s t i a n  t h o u g h  h e  i s ,  h e  u o u l d  p r o -  
b a b l y  b e  n o  more  a v e r s e  t o  s u c h  m e t h o d s ;  b u t  t h e y  would  
n o t  b e  t o l e r a t e d  by h i s  v i c t i m s ,  a n d ,  if a  c o m p l a i n t  
were made ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  would  h a v e  no d e s i r e  t o  s h i e l d  
him. HFI ~ u o u l d  b e  p l a c i n q  h i m s e l f  i n  a  h o p e l e s s l y  f a l s e  
p o s i t i o n ,  and  r e n d e r i n g  h i m s e l f  a n  o b j e c t  o f  d i s l i k e  
a n d  s u s p i c i o n  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i n g  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s . "  
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3 e s i d o s  t h e  o b v i o u s  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  j o b ,  t h e r e  was  e v i d e n t l y  

s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  p u t  on  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  by t h e i r  own c o m m u n i t y  n o t  

3 1 t o  j o i n  t h e  t a p t i e h s .  T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  i n d i c a t i v e  n o t  o n l y  o f  

a  s t r o n g  f o a l i n g  o f  c o m m u n i t y  among t h e  Armenian  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

b u t  a l s o  o f  a  g r o w i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  l i t t l e  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

by w o r k i n g  w i t h i n  t h p  O t t o m a n  s y s t e m ;  t h a t  r e f o r m  was  s i m p l y  

n o t  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  and  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  

m e r c l y  l ~ q i t i r n i z e d  O t t o m a n  o p p r e s s i o n .  

T h e  f i n a l  ' b l o ~ ~ ~ '  t o  t h e  E u r o p e a n s  a n d  r e f o r m - m i n d e d  O t t o m a n s  

f o r  a n y  h o p e  o f  n more  e f f i c i e n t  and  f a i r  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  



was t h o  t r a n s f e r  o f  c o n t r o l  ova r  a p p o i n t m e n t s  f rom t h e  War 

O f f i c o  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l c  t o  t h e  m a j l i s s e s  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s ,  

O n l y  t h e  v i l a y e t  commander o f  t h e  z a p t i a h  b r i g a d e  was t o  be 

a p p o i n t e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  W h i l e  t h i s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  d s c e n t r a l i -  

t a t i o n  p l a n  p u t  f o r w a r d  by most Europeans ,  i t  d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  

t h ~  r e s u l t s  t h e y  wanted w i t h o u t  t h e  s t r o n g  European i n f l u e n c e  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  The l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  wou ld  now c o n t r o l  a l l  

a p p o i n t m e n t s  and t h e  b r i g a d e  commander was faced  w i t h  s u b o r d i n a t e s  

w i t h  l o c a l  t i e s  and i n t e r e s t s e S 2  T h i s  was a  change, and a  change 

a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  Eu ropean  s u g g e s t i o n s t  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  f u l l  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  r e f o r m s  u r g e d  by  t h e  Europeans ,  

i t  a c h i e v e d  t h e  o p p o s i t e  r e s u l t s .  

The i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  1880 o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  V i l a y e t  

Law o f  1867 p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  ~ s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  k a r i y e s  (communes) 

p r o v i d e s  a  good exampla o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  government  t o w a r d  

s u b s t a n t i v e  r e f o r m s  and t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  i m p o s i n g  change f rom 

shove. Tho V i l a y c t  Laiv d i v i d e d  t h e  E m p i r e  i n t o  v i l a y e t s ,  s a n d j a k s ,  

k a z a s ,  n a h i y e s ,  and k a r i y s s .  The k a r i y e  was u s u a l l y  a  g r o u p  o f  

a b o u t  f o r t y  houses ,  each w i t h  an e l e c t e d  Mukh ta r  (headman), w i t h  

an a s s i s t a n t ,  and an e l e c t e d  c o u n c i l  o f  n o t  more t h a n  t w e l v e  

and n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e ~  mambors, c a l l e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s .  
33 

Theso p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Law o f  1867 had  n c v e r  been a c t e d  upon 

by  t h ~  Ot toman r ~ o v p r n m e n t  and a f t c r  t h e  iuar were one o f  t h e  
. - - - - - -  

'%lorton, Pora, t o  D u f f e r i n ,  223 o f  20 ~ o v ~ m b e r  1881, F*O., 
4?4 / l 23 ,  

331d i laon t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  t u  Gaschcn, 270 o f  30 June 1980, 
F.0 424/106, 
.t 



T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e v e l  a b o v e  t h e  c a r i y e ,  t h e  n a h i y e ,  

h a d  a l s o  b e e n  i g n o r e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  u n t i l  1880. T h i s  was 

I t o  b e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c a r i y e s ,  e a c h  w i t h  a  Mudi r  ( a d m i n i s t r a t o r )  

a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a -. k a d i  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  k a d i  o f  t h e  

v i l a y e t ,  and  a C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  a p p b i n t e d  by t h e  c a r i y e s .  34  

Tho f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  n a h i y e s  was a l s o  begun i n  1 8 8 0  with 

g r e a t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  by many E u r o p e a n s  t h a t  s t r o n g  l o c a l  g o v e r n -  

I ment would  be t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  more  e x t e n s i v e  r e f o r m s ,  would 

I c u r e  many o f  t h e  i l l s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m ,  and 

I would  c u r b  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  and v i l l a g e  c h i e f s .  

The - v a l i s  a l l  set  o u t  p r o m p t l y  enough  t o  d o  t h e i r  d u t y  and 

b e g a n  t r a v e l l i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  v i l a y e t s  l a y i n g  o u t  

I communal b o u n d a r i e s  among t h e  v i l l a g a s .  T h i n g s  d i d  n o t  p r o g r e s s  

I a s  t h e  c o n s u l s  h a d  i m a g i n e d  t h e y  w o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  and S o o n  

I c o m p l a i n t s  b e g a n  t o  p o u r  i n .  In t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l &  

I o f f i c e r s ,  b o t h  e x e c u t i v e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  who w e r e  t o  b e  

I c r e a b e d  u n d e r  t h e  p l a n  w e r e  n o t  t o  b e  s a l a r i e d ,  which  c u t  t h e  

I number o f  o e o p l e  i n  a v i l l a g e  who would  b e  a b l e  t o  s e r v e  and 

3 5  
e n c o u r a g e d  c o r r u p t i o n  and  i l l e g a l  p r a c t i c e s .  ~ i o r e  i m p o r t a n t  

I t h a n  t h i s ,  r e p o r t s  b e g a n  t o  come i n  t o  t h e  c o n s u l s  t h a t  t h e  

n a h i y e s  were n o t  b e i n g  a p o o r t i o n e d  b e t w e e n  Musl im and C h r i s t i a n  

f a i r l y .  The  c o n c e p t  had b e e n  t h a t  A r m e n i a n s  would  b e  a b l e  to 

r u l e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  muslims l i k e w i s e ,  on  t h i s  l o w e s t  l e v e l  o f  

3 4 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van, t o  T r o t t e r ,  1 5 6  o f  7 S e p t e m b e r  1980,  F.U., 
424/107.  

3 5 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van, t o  T r o t t e r ,  194  o f  1 2  O c t o b e r  lBdO, F . O . ,  
424/107.  



t h e  a d r n i n i s t r n t i v ~  h i e r a r c h y .  T h e  communes w e r e  l a i d  o u t  o n  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  h o u s e s  and i n  some cases  o u t r i g h t  f r a u d  was  b e i n g  

c o m m i t t e d  by g o r r y r n a n d c r i n g  enough  s o  t h a t  t h e  communes were 

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i n  Musl im h a n d s  o v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r F a  

may h a v e  h a d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e r e  was  

a l s o  t h e  f a c t o r  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  and 

t h a t  A r m e n i a n  h o u s e h o l d s  w o r e  q u i t e  l a r g e  c o m p a r e d  t o  K u r d i s h  

h o u s e h o l d s .  An A r r n ~ n i a n  h o u s e ,  which  was  c o u n t e d  a s  o n e  u n i t  

i n  t h e  commune, c o u l d  c o n t a i n  a s  many a s  f o r t y  p e o p l e ,  a l l  

r e l a t i v e s ,  u r h i l e  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  K u r d i s h  h o u s e  would  n o r m a l l y  

h a v e  o n l y  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t . 3 6  T h u s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h o u s e s  a 

K u r d i s h  m u d i r  c o u l d  b e  a p p o i n t e d  i n  a  commune w i t h  a v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  A r m e n i a n s .  

T h e  c o n s u l s ,  who by t h i s  t i m e  h a d  b e e n  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

f o r  o v e r  t w o  y s a r s ,  w e r e  q u i c k  t o  condemn t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Communcs a s  a n o t h e r  f r a u d u l e n t  r e f o r m ;  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  

O t t o m a n  d u p l i c i t y .  A t  t h e  r i s k  o f  o v e r s t a t i n g  t h e i r  c a s e ,  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  f rom t w o  o f  t h o  more  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n s u l s  

w i l l  b e  g i v e n .  F i r s t  f rom C a p t a i n  C l a y t o n  i n  Van: 

"The s o - c a l l e d  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  communes and 
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  P u d i r s  i s  a p e r f e c t  f a r c e .  A r m e n i a n s  who h a v e  
b e e n  associated w i t h  T u r k i s h  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
t h c  new communes h a v e  comc t o  me a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  mos t  
f l a g r a n t  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  number  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  
and  P'ioslcms h a d  b e e n  made;  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  protested b u t  w e r e  
n o t  l i s t e n ~ d  t o ,  and i n  somr c a s e s  r e f u s e d  t o  s i g n  t h e  
: 3 ~ p o r t  s o f  t h e  p r o c c e d i n q ~  . Thp v a r i o u s  l o c a l  f ~ l ~ d  j l i s s c s  
h n d  i n  s c v p r a l  i n s t a n c e s  bcnn f o r c e d  by t h r e a t s  t o  s i g n .  
i ' i lorcovrr,  thrs! C___C r ? r ~ d i r s  c h n s ~ n  arr  a l w a y s  s u c h  a s  w i l l  l i k e l y  
t o  b e  t o o l o  o f  t h ~  C a v ~ ~ r n m e n t . " 3 7  -- -- - - - 
 layto ton t o  T r o t t e r ,  1 9 4  o f  12 O c t o b e r  1 8 8 0 ,  - F.D., 424 /107 .  

3 7 ~ l : ~ y t o n  t o  T r o t t ~ r ,  7 2 0  o f  1 6  F1ovembrr 1080,  F.O., 4 2 4 / 1 0 7 .  



And a g a i n  f r o m  C a p t a i n  E v e r e t t  i n  E r z e r o u m r  

" T h e  o r g a n i z a t i a n  o f  t h e  n a h i o s  i s  s t i l l  b e i n g  p r o c e e d e d  - 
w i t h ,  a n d  t h ~  a b s u r d i t y  o f f h e  s c h c m e  i s  b e c o m i n g  e a c h  
d a y  moro  e v i d e n t .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h o  P a s s i n  h a s  b e e n  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e n t e e n  communos.  Of t h e  s e v e n t e e n  O l u d i r s ,  
o n e  o n l y  c z n  r e a d  o r  w r i t e  T u r k i s h ;  ttuo o r  t h r e e  07 t h e  
A r m e n i a n  a s s i s t a n t s  c a n  r e a d  o r  wr i te  i n  t h e i r  own 
l a n g u a q e ;  a n d  t h ~  r e m a i n d e r  a r e  t o t a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e ,  
Grcat e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  made  by t h e  T u r k i s h  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  A r m e n i a n  v i l l a g e s  among T u r k i s h  communes ,  
b u t ,  I t a k e  i t ,  t h e  game i s  h a r d l y  w o r t h  t h e  c a n d l e ;  a n d  
t h e  A r m e n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  q u i c k  e n o u g h  t o  
p e r c e i v e  t h i s ,  h a v e  n o t  t a k e n  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  c o n t e s t  t h e  
matter ."-j8 

T h e  g r o w i n g  c y n i c i s m  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  d e s p a t c h e s  

s u c h  a s  t h e s e ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  p r o d u c e d  a d i s b e l i e f  i n  O t t o m a n  

r e f o r m  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h a r s  was p r o b a b l y  a g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  d o n e  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n a h i y e s ,  b u t  t h e  c o n s u l s  s h o w e d  l i t t l e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  m u s t  h a v e  f a c e d  i n  s u c h  a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  

T h e  N u s l i m  v i l l a g e r s  were n o t  a b o u t  t o  b e  r u l e d  by a C h r i s t i a n  

m u d i r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  f e e l i n g  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

c o n c e r n i n g  M u s l i m - C h r i s t i a n  e q u a l i t y . ,  a n d  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  

t h ~  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  s u c h  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  few v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e r e  

either e n t i r e l y  K u s l i m  o r  C h r i s t i a n .  T h e  v i l l a g e  l e a d e r s  

r e m a i n e d  t h e  s a m e  b u t  s i m p l y  a d o p t e d  a new name a n d  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  

w i t h  o r  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c c s s .  

I n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  j u d i c i a l  r e f o r m  n o  new c h a n g e s  w e r e  made  

i n  1080 ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  w e r e  
--- - 

3 D ~ v ~ r n t t ,  E r z e r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  7 o f  16  3 ~ c s m b e r  1880,  
f 0 * #  @ 2 4 / 1 2 % .  



i m p l ~ m e n t o d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  most  p a r t s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h p  c i v i l  and  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  government were s e p a r a t e d  and  

a h o s t  o f  o f f i c i a l s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  new p o s i t i o n s .  T h e s e  

moves  h a d  t h e  same e f f e c t  a s  t h e  e a r l i e r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

r e f o r m s  h a h  h a d ,  and t h s  c o n s u l s  condemned t h e  O t t o m a n  e f f o r t  

o n c e  a g a i n .  T h e  c i v i l - j u d i c i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  was a good i d e a  i n  

t h e o r y ,  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  i t  mean t  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  

t h e  c o u r t s  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  n o  i n t e r f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h e  h i g h  number o f  o f f i c i a l s  and  t h e  low s a l a r i e s  m e r e l y  

i n c r e a s e d  t h c  c h a n c e s  f o r  c o r r u p t i o n  s o  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  j u d i c i a l  

r e f o r m  p r o g r a m  was  i n  r e a l i t y  c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e .  

An e x p e r i m e n t  i n  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  r e f o r m  was  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  

t h e  S i v a s  v i l a y e t  i n  1 8 8 0 .  T h e  t a x - f a r m i n g  s y s t e m  was  a b o l i s h e d  

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  b e g a n  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t i t h e s .  T h i s  was  

a r e f o r m  w h i c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  h a d  l o n g  p r e s s s d  f o r  and  w h i c h  t h e  

O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m s n t  was  p r o b a b l y  q u i t e  r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  p r o v i d i n g  

i t  d i d  n o t  i n v o l v e  u n d u e  r i s k  o f  a l o s s  o f  r e v e n u e .  T h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  was  down a  s m a l l  amount  a f t e r  

d e d u c t i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  c o n s u l  A i c h a r d s  i n  

S i v a s  c a l l e d  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  a  s u c c e s s . 3 g  T h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  was  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  a  c h a n c e  on d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  

r e v e n u e  a p p a r a t u s  and  i n  t h e  f o l l o u ~ i n g  y c a r  r e - i n s t i t u t e d  t a x -  

f a r m i n g  i n  S i v a s .  C o l l e c t i o n  by g o v e r n m e n t  s e e m s  t o  i n v o l v e  a 



p e r f e c t l y  l o q i c a l  s t e p  i n  t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  c a n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  

a n d  i t s  a b a n d o n m e n t  r e f l o c t s  a i t h a r  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  n o t a b l e s  

f o r  t h e i r  o l d  t a x - f a r m i n g  p e r o g a t i v e s  o r  a  d e c i s i o n  by  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  r e v e n u e ,  g u a r a n t e e d  r e v a n u e ,  was m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  

t h a t  c s n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  K u r d s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  

w h i l e  n o t  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a r e f o r m  p o l i c y ,  w a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a 

c r u c i a l  p a r t  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n .  We 

h a v e  s e e n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  how t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  

t o  p l a c a t e  t h e  K u r d s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  war 

a n d  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  u s e  t h e  K u r d s  a s  a b a s e  o f  

s u p p o r t .  T h e s e  p o l i c i e s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 9 s ,  b u t  t h e y  were 

l e s s  c o n c i l i a t o r y  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  i n c r a a s e d  d e g r e e  o f  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  Dersim was made  i n t o  a v i l a y e t  

i n  7/38? i n  t h e  h o p e s  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  K u r d s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  

a c h a n c ~  t o  g o v e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w o u l d  b e  a  g o o d  p r o p a g a n d a  

w e a p o n  f o r  K u r d s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  The e x p e r i m e n t  was a p p a r e n t l y  

a f a i l u r e  s i n c e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  

c o n s u l s  a n d  o t h e r s  were c h a o t i c .  T h e  ~ u r d s  o f  t h e  Dersim 

d i s l i k e d  t h e  government s e t  u p  t o  r u l e  t h e m  a s  a v i l a y e t  a s  

t h ~ y  h a d  d i s l i k e d  t h e  previous a r r a n g e m e n t .  A l l  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  

o f  q o v c r n r n ~ n t  was s e t  u p  i n  t h e  a r e a  b u t  few o f f i c i a l s  were 

n v n i l a b l c  t o  f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a r m y  s t i l l  h a d  t o  b e  

c a l l e d  i n  t o  q u e l l  t r i b a l  o u t b r e : d k s .  

A f t ~ r  c o n b a i n i n g  t h r  K u r d s  i n  t h e  Van a r o n  d u r i n g  1879 a n d  



1 8 8 0 ,  t h a  O t t o m a n s  f i n a l l y  managed t o  r o s t o r c  some d e g r e e  OF 

o r d e r  t o  t h a t  a r e a  i n  1891. S h e i k h  U b e y d u l l a h  was p e r s u a d e d  t o  

t r a v e l  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l a ,  w h e r e  i t  was t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n t e n t i o n  

t o  k c e p  h im i n  r e s i d e n c e .  On t h e  way t h o u s a n d s  o f  K u r d s  g r e e t e d  

h im and  p l e d g e d  t h e i r  allegiance t o  h im and  h i s  f a m i l y .  T h e  

s h e i k h  e s c a p e d  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l a  i n  1 8 8 2  and  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

Van a r e a ,  d r a w i n g  t h o u d a n d s  o f  K u r d s  t o  h i s  s i d e .  By t h i s  t ime,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  O t t o m a n  s t r e n g t h  was s u c h  t h a t  t h e  army was  a b l e  

t o  s u r r o u n d  t h e  s h e i k h ' s  f o r c e s  i n  ~ e k k i a r i  and  f o r c e  h i m  t o  

s u r r e n d e r .  He was  e x i l e d  t o  A r a b i a  w h e r e  h e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i e d .  40 

Sy 1 8 8 2  t h e  ' K u r d i s h  p r o b l e m '  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  was by n o  

means  ' s o l v e d '  b u t  i t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  u n d e r  some k i n d  o f  c o n t r o l .  

E v e n t s  were now d e t e r m i n e d  t o  a  much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  by t h e  

O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  l e s s  by t h e  c a p r i c i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  o r  o u t s i d e  f o r c e s .  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  on e f f o r t s  a t  r e f o r m  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t - w a r  

p e r i o d  would  n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  a s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  

r o l e  and  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l s .  They  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  

r c f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o f f e r e d  

a d v i c e ,  b r o u g h t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  l i g h t ,  w e r e  t h e  c h i e f  c o n t a c t  

P o i n t s  b e t w e c n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e  Armenian  c o m m u n i t y ,  

and s u p o l i ~ d  t h e  S r i t i s h  Ambassador  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  u s e d  t o  

P r e s s u r e  t h e  P o r t e .  9y 1 8 8 1  mos t  o f  t h o  c o n s u l s  h a d  b e a n  i n  

e a s t e r n  R n a t o l i a  f o r  a t  l o a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  and w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  --- 
4 0 ~ v ~ r r ? t t ,  E r z n r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t o r ,  1 1 8  o f  9 j e p t e m b e r  1 8 8 2 ,  

F- 0 4 2 4 / 1 3 2 ,  
-, 9 



d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

notables, b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  f i l u s l im ,  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  

g l o o m y  a n d  p e s s i m i s t i c  r e p o r t s  s e n t  by  t h e s e  c o n s u l s  were a n  

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t s '  g r a d u a l  d i s e n g a g e -  

m ~ n t  f r o m  a c t i v ~  i n t e r e s t  i n  O t t o m a n  r o f o t m .  4 1  

As w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r , t h c  c o n s u l s  

h a d  b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

t h a t  i t  w a s  d u e  t o  p o o r  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  t h e  r e f o r m s  were n o t  

g o i n g  w e l l ,  T h s y  were e x p o s e d  e a c h  d a y  t o  o f f i c i a l s  who v i e w e d  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  zs  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  s e l f - a g g r a n d i z e m e n t  a n d  h a d  

l i t t l e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  r e f o r m s .  T h e  B r i t i s h  p r o g r a m  o f  r e f o r m s  

h i n g e d  o n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  h o n e s t  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  

who w o u l d ,  u n d e r  8 r i t i s h  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  a s s u m s  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i -  

b i l i t y  i n  a  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  E m p i r e ,  a n d  i t  was t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  

a s e r i o u s  c o m m i t t m ~ n t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  B r i t a i n  a n d  o t h e r  P o w e r s  

t n  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  b y  1 8 8 0  i t  was  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h i s  

c o m m i t t m e n t  w a s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  m a t e r i a l i z ~ ,  

T h e  r e b u k e  o f  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  a f t e r  h i s  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

K u r d i s h  a q n s  i n  D i a r b a k i r  a n d  t h e  i m p o t e n t c y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  r e f o r m  

C o m m i s s i o n  r e v p a l e d  i n  E r z e r o u m  w e r e  c l e a r  s i g n s  t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  

o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  ( i n  m o s t  c a s e s  

" T ~ P  s h i f t i n g  o f  7 r i t i s h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  E g y p t  a f t e r  1 8 8 2  was 
P r o b a b l y  t .he p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  t n e  
f l i 5 i l l u s i o n m n n t  w i t h  C t t o m ~ ~ n  r c f o r m  a n d  t h e i r  s i n c e r c i t y  o r  
C a o z 5 i l i t y  o f  r r v o r m i n g  made  t h e  s h i f t  much e a s i e r .  See M.5 .  

The. t n s t ~ r n  j u p s t i o n  ( I \ I P ~  Y o r k :  S t  . i l l a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  
l c I 6 6 ) ,  c h a p t c r  



t h ~  s a m e  mcn) t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m ~ n t  h a d  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  

i n t r o d u c i n q  a n y  b a s i c  c h a n ~ ~ s  o r  r o f o r m s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  

h a v e  b e e n  o b v i o u s  t n  most  o b s e r v o r s  t h a t  t h e  k i n d  o f  c h a n g e s  

~ ~ v i s a q o d  by t h e  S r i t i s h  Mere i m p o s s i b l e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  g i v e n  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  T h e  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 9  

w e r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  c h a n g e s  t h e y  s a w r a s  i m p o s s i b l e  

a n d  i n  mos t  c a s e s  u n d e s i r a b l e ,  t h e y  s i m p l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e i r  

r o l e  a s  m e d i a t o r s  b e t w a e n  t h e  l o c a l  power  g r o u p s  and  t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t .  Fof: t h e  r e f o r m s ,  a s  e n v i s a g e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h ,  t o  

be s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e s e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  would  h a v e  h a d  t o  a s s e r t  

t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  become t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  power g r o u p  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s .  

T h o u g h  t h e  c o n s u l s  s p e n t  many p a g e s  i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  

d e c r y i n g  t h e  l a c k  o f  a b i l i t y  a n d  s o  o n  i n  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  

t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s t  t a s k s  were by no  means  e a s y  a n d  t h e i r  w o r k i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  f r e q u e n t l y  d e p l o r a b l e .  They  u e r e  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  

f o r s a k e  p r i v a t e  g a i n  a n d  s u r v i v e  on a  s o m e t i m e s  i n c r e d i b l y  l o w  

s a l a r y ,  t o  a s s e r t  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r o g r a m s  i n  a n  a r e a  

f a r  r emoved  f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  power a n d  w h e r e  l i t t l e  a i d  o r  

s u p p o r t  was  made a v a i l a b l e ,  and t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  

b a c k ~ r o u n d s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t o  f i g h t  f o r  r e f o r m s  t h e y  n e v e r  r e a l l y  

u n d e r s t o o d .  T h e s o  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e  g i v e n  more  c r e d i t  

t h a n  t h ~ y  h a v e  r p c e i v o d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  As o n e  t r a v e l l e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  

s a i d  o f  t h e i r  t q s k s  and  a b i l i t i e s !  



"few m i s t a k e s  a r e  g r e a t e r  o r  more  common t h a n  t h e  
s u p p o s i t i o n  k h a t  e v e n  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  c l a s s e s  o f  t h e  
E m p i r e  a r e  i n s e n s i b l e  t o  t h e s e  e v i l s ,  o r  o b s t i n a t e l y  
o p p o s e d  t o  p r o q r e s s  o f  a  r a t i o n a l  k i n d .  P r e v a l e n t  a s  
c o r r u p t i o n  i s  among t h e m ,  t h e  f a u l t  a t t a c h e s  t o  t h e  
s y s t e m  f a r  moro t h a n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  and  h o n e s t y  
r e q u i r e s  a s e n s e  o f  p u b l i c  d u t y ,  a  s a c r i f i c e  o f  
p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t ,  w h i a h  i s  n o t  demanded among o u r s e l v e s .  
T h e  wonder  i s  r a t h e r ,  and i t  s p e a k s  v o l u m e s  f o r  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h a t  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  a n d  u p - r i g h t  
men s h o u l d  b e  f o u n d  a t  a l l  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t r u s t . " 4 2  

O f f i c i a l s  f r o m  v a l i  on  down w e r e  f o r c e d ,  n o  m a t t e r  how h i g h  t h e i r  - 
p r i n c i p l e s ,  t o  v i o l a t e  them t i m e  a n d  a g a i n  t o  mee t  t h e  demands  

o f  t h e  s y s t e m  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  o p e r a t e d ,  T h e  l o w l y  Z a p t i e h  h a d  t o  

s t e a l  a n d  e x t o r t  t o  s u r v i v e  and  v a l i s  s u c h  a s  A b b e d i n  P a s h a  h a d  

t o  make d e a l s  w i t h  c o r r u p t  n o t a b l e s  t o  g e t  money demanded o f  

h im by C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  r e t a i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  

power .  

T h e s e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  a t  r e f o r m  d u r i n g  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  

a r e  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  s o  much f o r  t h e  c h a n g e s  which  t o o k  p l a c e ,  

w h i c h  were r a t h e r  m i n i m a l ,  b u t  r a t h e r  f o r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s .  Tho  manner  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  were c a r r i e d  o u t  r e v e a l e d  

much a b o u t  t h e  nntu g o v e r n m e n t  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  b o t h  t o  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s  and t o  t h e  Ot toman  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

T h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  saw t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  n o  

r ~ a l  p l a n s  f o r  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  was g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  

t h e  t r p n d  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  p o w e r .  The  n o t a b l e s  w e r e  r e l i e v e d  

t h a t  ~ o  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  h a d  b e e n  made t o  u s u r p  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  

and  t h a t  i n  many ways  t h e y  h a d  g a i n e d  p o u e r  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  

n f  t h ~  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e  K u r d s  c o u l d  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  g o v c r n -  

4 1' ' A a r k w g r t h ,  o p t c i t e ,  p. 8 4 ,  



ment was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  and e n c o u r a q i n g  t h e i r  

l o y a l t y  and wou ld  g i v e  them g r e a t  l a t i t u d e  i n  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  f i r m  l i m i t s  had been p l a c e d  on t h e i r  f reedom 

o f  a c t i o n  by t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s h e i k h  U b s y d u l l a h  and t h e  

e v e n t u a l  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Ders im,  so  t h a t  t h e  Kurds  

began t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  was t o  t h e i r  advantage t o  c o o p e r a t e  

w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  government.  F i n a l l y ,  

t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  commiss ions and t h e  i n e f f e c t u a l n e s s  

o f  t h e  European p resence  began t h e  p e r i o d  of  i n t e n s e  d i s i l l u s i o n -  

ment i n  t h e  Armenian community,  about  wh ich  more w i l l  be s a i d  

l a t e r .  



CHAPTER 51x1  Tho C e n t r a l  Government  a n d  E n s t a r n  A n a t o l i a  --- 

"From a c o n f e d e r a c y  o f  h a l f - i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e s ,  e a c h  
r e t a i n i n g  i n  t h e  ma in  i t s  own c u s t o m s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  and  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  g u a r a n t e e d  by a  s t r e n g t h  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m ,  
a n d  by a r o u g h ,  b u t  e f f i c a c i o u s ,  p o p u l a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  
T u r k e y  h a s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  p a s s e d  i n t o  a n  
a b s o l u t e ,  u n c o n t r o l l e d ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  d e s p o t o s m r  u n d e r  
w h i c h  e v e r y  f o r m e r  p r i v i l e g e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  c u s t o m ,  
p o p u l a r  r s p r e s e n t a t i o n  -- i n  a word ,  e v e r y  v e s t i g e  o f  
p o p u l a r  f r e e d o m  a n d  l o c a l  au tonomy -- h a s  b e e n  merged  
a n d  l o s t  i n  o n e  b l i n d  c e n t r a l i z e d  u n i f o r m i t y . "  

I  

T h e  a b o v e  j u d g e m e n t  was p a s s e d  on t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  by an 

E n g l i s h  o b s e r v e r  i n  1 8 7 4  and  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l i z i n g  

t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  and t h e  p e r i o d  o f  S u l t a n  A b d u l a z i z  

w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r  o b s e r v e d  i n  A n a t o l i a .  What w s  w i l l  b e  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  

p r o c e s s  a s  wel l  a s  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  Ot toman  p o l i c y  d u r i n g  t h e  

H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d ,  a s  v i e w e d  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  we h a v e  r e v i e w e d  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e f o r m  a n d  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e ,  w h i c h  

i n  many ways  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  h a v e  

e x a m i n e d  i n  d e t a i l  a  s p e c i f i c  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  and  r e f o r m  

T h e  y e a r s  1 8 7 8  t o  1 0 5 2  a r e  n o t  t h e  mos t  r e l i a b l e  t o  u s e  i n  a  

t e s t  o f  Ot toman  p o l i c y  b e c a u s e  a s  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d ,  s e v e r a l  

s t r a i n s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  on t h e  E m p i r e  w h i c h  w e r e  s o o n  t o  r e c e d e  

i n t o  t h s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  p e r i o d  p r o v i d e s  

c l r ~ e s  and  i n d i c a t i o n s  f r o m  w h i c h  we may now s p e c u l a t e  w i t h  some -- -.--- - - 
' O u a r t e r l y  ---- v ,  . - i t . ,  - p .  3 2 3 .  



v ~ l i d i t y ,  bJn s h a l l  b e  e x a m i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t o r  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  

h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  b a s e s  f o r  ~ a m i d i a n  p o l i c y  and  t h e  v a r i o u s  

o x p r ~ s s i o n s  o f  t h a t  p o l i c y ,  s u c h  a s  i n c r a a s e d  a t t e m p t s  a t  

centralization, t h e  p a n - I s l a m i c  p o l i c y ,  a n d  t h e  H a m i d i e h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  h a s  a c h i o v e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  

t h e  m o s t  c e n t r a l i z e d  e r a  i n  modern  O t t o m a n  h i s t o r y ,  a p e r i o d  

when t h e  S u l t a n  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  i r o n  g r i p  on t h e  A s i a t i c  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  I n  a  s e n s e  we s h a l l  b e  t e s t i n g  t h i s  t h e s i s  and  

t h e  q u o t a t i o n  o f f e r e d  a b o v e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s t u d y  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  

t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  s u c c e s s  o r  e v e n  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d .  

PART I 

A l t h o u g h  h i s  r e i g n  s p a n n e d  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  Abdu lhamid  was  

i n  h i s  own e y e s  a n  i n s e c u r e  m o n a r c h .  tie h a d  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

d e a t h  o f  h i s  u n c l s ,  A b d u l a z i z ,  and  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  and  i m p r i s o n -  

ment  o f  h i s  h a l f - b r o t h e r  Murad,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  made t h e  o f f i c e  o f  

S u l t a n  w h i c h  h e  h a d  a c q u i r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s ,  a p p e a r  

t o  ba  a  v e r y  t e n u o u s  p o s i t i o n .  tie h a d  e x i l e d  a l l  o f  t h e  g o v e r n -  

mcnt  o f f i c i a l s  who h a d  p l a y e d  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  

t,o h i s  a c c c s s i n n  h u t  h e  n e v e r  s t o o p e d  f ~ a r i n g  c o u p  a t t e m p t s ,  

? ? s a . ; i n a t i o n  a t t p r ~ p t s ,  n r  o t h e r  i n t r i q u e s  a g a i n s t  h i s  p e r s o n  

o r  p o s i t i o n .  

Iflost. o f  t h c  I u r i t i n q s  on  A b d u l h n m i d ' s  e a r l y  l i f e  a r e  a t  b e s t  

s p n c u l n t i o n ,  brjt s e v e r a l  t h c r n c s  e m e r g e  o f t e n  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  



some c l a i m  t o  r e a l i t y .  His m o t h e r  d i n d  a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  

agn a n d  h e  was  i n f o r m a l l y  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  h a r e m  by t h e  m o t h e r  

o f  S u l t a n  A b d u l a z i z .  T h e r e  was a v i d e n t l y  much s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  

c o u r t  c i r c l e s  t h a t  Abdu lhamid  was i n  f a c t  n o t  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  

S u l t a n ,  b u t  o f  a n  Armenian  who h a d  somehow p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  

h a r e m .  Though mos t  wr i te rs  d o u b t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  

i t  c r e a t e d  e n o u g h  s u s p i c i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  t h a t  

Abdu lhamid  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  s p e n t  

m o s t  o f  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  s e c l u d e d  i n  t h e  h a r e m O 2  W h i l e  t h e r e  h e  

h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  l i f e  o u t s i d e  t h e  P a l a c e , ,  h i s  

b r o t h e r  Murad,  b e i n g  t h e  l o g i c a l  h e i r  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  r e c e i v i n g  

mos t  o f  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g .  W h i l e  i n  t h e  h a r e m  a t m o s p h e r e  

h e  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  m y s t i c i s m  b y  

h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r .  he  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  q u i e t  a n d  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  

a n d  was n o t e d  t o  be  a  g r e a t  ' o b s e r v e r  o f  p e o p l e . '  

S u l t a n  A b d u l a z i z  h a d  b e g u n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  

Power o f  t h o  P a l a c e  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  P o r t e ,  a n d  Abdulhamid  

was  a d m i r a b l y  e q u i p p e d  t o  c a r r y  i t  t h r o u g h .  His f e e l i n g s  o f  

i n s e c u r i t y  were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a  c h r o n i c  i n a b i l i t y  t o  t r u s t  

o t h e r s  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  S u l t a n  worked  u p  t o  t w e l v e  h o u r s  a 

d a y  on  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e ,  k e p t  e x t e n s i v e  f i l e s  on  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  

o f  q o v e r n m e n t  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  b u s i e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  

d ~ t a i l s  o f  govnrnrnen t  n o r m a l l y  l e f t  t o  c l e r k s  and l e s se r  

f r ~ n c t j o n a r i e s .  HF! p e r f n c t ~ d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t e l e g r a p h  i n  t h e  
-- -- -. ---- 

w h i c h  a d d e d  t n  t h e  s u s p i c i o n s .  



F r n p i r e ,  u s i n g  i t  t o  k e e p  i n  t b u c h  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  

p r n v i n c c s  t h r o u q h  h i s  a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  i n f o r m e r s  i n  h i s  

p e r s o n a l  o m p l o y ,  W i t h  t h i s  i n s t u r r n e n t  u n d e r  h i s  firm c o n t r o l  

h e  c o u l d  d i s c o v e r  a t  a momen t s  n o t i c e  a n y  t r o u b l o  i n  t h e  m o s t  

d i s t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r o ,  a n d  d e a l  w i t h  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  

P e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x a m p l e  o f  h i s  i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h u s  

h i s  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t r o l  a s  many a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  a s  p o s s i b l e  

was h i s  s y s t e m  o f  s p i ~ s ,  w h i c h  was n o t o r i o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e  

a n d  F e a r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h r o u g h  h i s  P a l a c e  s t a f f ,  iuh ich  

iuas q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e ,  h e  c o n t r o l l s d  a v a s t  n e t t u o r k  o f  s p i e s  a n d  

i n f o r m e r s  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and E u r o p e .  C o v e r n -  

m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  k n e u  t h o y  w e r e  b e i n g  s p i e d  u p o n  c o n s t a n t l y  

w h i c h  b e s i d e s  k e e p i n g  t h e m  p e r h a p s  m o r e  h o n e s t  i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  

t d i t h  A h d u l h a m i d .  a l s o  h n l y e d  s p r e a d  c o r r u p t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  

bureaucracy. 9 u t  as  o n 0  a u t h o r  h a s  s a i d . . . . " C o r r u p t i ~ n  s i m p l y  

s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  t i e s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  common i n t e r e s t  a n d  

l r 7 y z l t y  lrrhich bound  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  a n d  h i s  s y c o p h a n t s . "  
3 

A f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  f r o m  Y i l d i z ,  t h e  p a l a c e  

b a c k g r o u n d .  f i l i n i s t n r s  were c h o s e n  f o r  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  a n d  

o b ~ d i c n c e ,  n o t  f o r  i n i t i a t i v e  o r  h o n e s t y ,  T h e  p a l a c e  was on E 

h i l l  3 n d  wcll  p r o t ~ c t ~ d  by  p i c k e d  t r o o p s  from a l l  o v e r  t h e  

Emr i i rn .  I n  a s e n s e  i t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  Sultr-in's c h a r a c t e r .  He 

3 V i c t o r  Swen".nn,   pa lac^, P o r t r ,  a r d  P a r t y  i n  t h e  Young T u r k  
?r l vo l  1 1 f . l  o n " ,  u n o u b l . i s h r d  p a p e r  p r f s ~ n t e d  a t  t h e  3rd A n n u a l  i ~ i i d d l e  

E n s t  S t u d i p s  r l s s o c i n t i n n  C o n f ~ r e n c ~ ~ ,  h e l d  i n  T o r o n t o ,  S o v e m b e r  
1969.  p. 2 ,  



i v s i s t e d  on " . . e , s m a l l  r o o m s  whero  ~ v e r y t h i n g  c o u l d  be s e e n  a t  

a g l a n c e ,  l e s s  m a g n i f i c e n t ,  b u t  p o s s o s s e d  o f  a  q u a l i t y  w h i c h  

h e  p r i z e d  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r s  - t h a t  o f  T h o  S u l t a n  l e f t  

t h e  p a l a c e  i n f r e q u e n t l y  a n d  o n l y  f o r  s t a t e  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  c o u l d  

n o t  b e  a v o i d e d ,  n e v e r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c o s  o f  h i s  v a s t  E m p i r e .  5 

T h e  S u l t a n ' s  mos t  t r u s t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  were a d i f f e r e n t  

q r o u p  t h a n  h a d  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  T a n z i m a t  p e r i o d .  

S e s i d e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t s ,  m y s t i c s ,  and  s o  on t h a t  s u r r o u n d e d  

h i m ,  h e  was  s u p o o r t e d  by a  r o o t l e s s  and  i s o l a t e d  g r o u p  w i t h  n o  

c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  O t t o m a n  b u r e a u c r a t s .  W h i l e  t h e s e  

men were d e s p i s e d  by m o s t  i n  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p l s  a n d  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

c a p i t a l s ,  t h e y  were l o y a l  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  and  n e v e r  p r e s s u r e d  h im 

w i t h  new o r  s t r a n g e  i d e a s  f o r  c h a n g e e 6  W h i l e  mos t  p i c t u r e s  

p r e s e n t e d  by E u r o p e a n  o b s e r v e r s  a n d . c o m m e n t a t o r s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n -  

ment o f  Abdulhamid  a r e  o f  a  c l o s e d ,  c e n s o r e d ,  u n f e e l i n g  

d e s p o t i s m ,  o n e  member o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  uho l a t e r  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  

i t  p r e s e n t s  a d i f f s r e n t  a n d  more  r e a l i s t i c  v i e w  i n s i d e  Y i l d i z :  

"The  S u l t a n ' s  P a l a c e ,  w h i c h  Mas j u s t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  
b e  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  e v i l  g e n i u s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  w h s r e  
Abd-ul- amid c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l l  h i s  a u t o c r a t i c  p o w e r ,  
a n d  whence  w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e n e r g y ,  h e  d i r e c t e d  a l l  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  w h e e l s  o f  t h i s  immense  c o u n t r y ,  h a d  
t h e  a d v a n t a q e  a l s o  o f  b e i n g  t h e  r e n d e v o u z  o f  a l l  t h e  
b e s t  m i n d s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  Many a f u n c t i o n a r y  and 
o f f i c i a l  e x c h a n g r d  v ie ius  on t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  
e x t r a - o r d i n a r y  f r a n k n e s s ,  g i v i n g  f r e e  v e n t  t o  c r i t i c i s m s  
such a.; n n n  i m a g i n e s  a r e  o n l y  t o  b e  h e a r d  i n  L i b e r a l  
c o u n t r i e s .  ~ F S ~ ~ P S  t h o s e  who s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  g r e a t  M a s t e r  

-I--_ 7 - _  -- - - 
4 ~ i t t l i n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 1 3 .  

5 ~ n  f a c t ,  t h e  S u l t a n  n e v e r  v i s i t e d  t h o  A s i a t i c  p r o v i n c e s  
n ans i n  t h e  E u r n p p a n  o n e s  o n l y  a f t e r  h i s  e x i l e  i n  1 9 0 9 .  H C  
h a d  t r a v p l l p d  i n  E u r o p ~ !  u ~ i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  iilurod b e f o r e  h i s  
; j c c ~ s s i n n .  but. h a d  s e e n  l i t t l e  e l s e  o f  t h ~  w o r l d  o r  E m p i r e .  



w i t h  t h o  i n c ~ n s e  o f  r i d i c u l o u s  f l a t t e r y ,  t h e r e  w e r a  
o t h e r s  who d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t a  c r i t i c i z e  n o t  o n l y  
t h e  a c t s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s ,  b u t  e v n n  o f  t h e  M o n a r c h  
h i m ~ e l f . " ~  

T h i s  i n s i d e  l o o k  a t  l i f e  i n  Y i l d i z  s e e m s  t o  i n d i c a t a  t h a t  t h e  

d i a l o q u e  o v e r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  w a s  by  n o  m e a n s  d e a d  

w i t h  t h e  a s c e n d a n c y  o f  t h n  ~ a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m ,  o n l y  t h e  m e a n s  

o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  were 

a l t e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  T h e r e  were a p p a r e n t l y  t w o  c i r c l e s  o f  

o f f i c i a l s  a n d  c o u r t i e r s  a t  Y i l d i z  s n d  t h e  P o r t e ,  o n e  made  u p  o f  

t h e  m y s t i c s  a n d  s o  f o r t h  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o f  

f o r m e r  Young O t t o m a n s  who h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

d e s p i t e  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  w o r k  f o r  c h a n g e .  

T h i s  v i e w  i s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o t t e d  by  t h e  v a r i o u s  w o r k s  o f  t h a t  

f a rnous  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  A r m i n i u s  V a m b e r y ,  who 

r e c o u n t a d  a t  l e n g t h  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  A b d u l h a m i d .  He 

r e p o r t e d  t h n t  t h e  S u l t a n  w a s  m o s t  a n x i o u s  t o  b e  g i v e n  i n f o r m a -  

t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f a v o r a b l e ,  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  l imits,  

a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a l w a y s  r e c e p t i v e  t o  a d v i c e .  8 

D p s p i t e  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  a r e a c t i o n a r y  a n d  h i s  

i n t e n s e  p e r s o n a l  d e s p o t i s m ,  A h d u l h a m i d  w a s  by n o  m e a n s  o p p o s e d  

t h e  n i n e t o o n t h  c e n t u r y .  L i k e  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  h e  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  

i n t a r e s t e d  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  b o t h  t h o  E m p i r e  a n d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  

7 ~ ~ m . l i  1 K ~ m n 1  O F ~ ,  N e r n i o r s  o f  I q r n a i l  K ~ r n a l  g o y ,  e d ,  b y  
~ m m v r v i  l l ~ !  S t o r y  ( L O ~ ~ C I ~ ~ D O ) ~ ~ ~ G ~ .  



i t  a n d  h o  r e c o g n i z ~ d  t h a t  t h i s  g o a l  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

by s c c s p t i n g  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s .  As B e r n a r d  L e w i s  

h a s  s a i d  i n  h i s  by now f a m o u s  a n d  o f t e n  q u o t e d  p a r a g r a p h  o n  

A b d u l h a m i d  i n  T h e  E m e r q e n c e  o f  Modern  T u r k e y s  - 

" A b d u l h a m i d  w a s  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  b l i n d ,  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g ,  
c o m p l e t e  r e a c t i o n a r y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l e g e n d ;  o n  t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  h e  w a s  a w i l l i n g  a n d  a c t i v e  m o d e r n i z e r ,  t h e  
t r u e  h e i r  o f  S u l t a n  H b d u l a z i z  a n d  t h e  s t a t e s m e n  o f  t h e  
T a n z i m a t ,  a g a i n s t  l ~ h o s e  a u t o c r a t i c  r e f o r m i s m  t h e  Young 
O t t n m a n s  h a d  l n v e l l a d  t h e  f i r s t  T u r k i s h  l i b e r a l  c r i t i q u e  
o f  d e s p o t i c  q o v e r n m o n t .  P o l i t i c s  a p a r t ,  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e s  
o f  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  r e i g n  w e r e  a s  a c t i v e  a  p e r i o d  o f  c h a n g n  
a n d  r e f o r m  a s  a n y  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  
saw t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  much t h a t  h a d  b e e n  o n l y  s t a r t e d  
o r  s k ~ t c h e d  u n d e r  a a r l i e r  r u l e r s ,  m o r e  f a m o u s  f o r  t h s i r  
r e f o r m i n g  z e a l .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  be  a n  e x a g g e r a t i o n  t o  s a y  
t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A b d u l -  
h a m i d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  m o v e m ~ n t  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  -- o f  l e g a l ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  -- r e a c h e d  i t s  
f r u i t i o n  a n d  c l i m a x .  And s o ,  t o o ,  d i d  t h e  t e n d e n c i e s ,  
a l r e a d y  d i s c e r n i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  T a n z i m a t  r e g i m e s ,  t o w a r d s  a 
n e w ,  c e n t r a l i z e d ,  a n d  u n r e s t r a i n e d  d e s p ~ t i s m . " ~  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  A b d u l h a m i d  c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  h e  

d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  a n d  r e f o r m s .  T h e  P r o c e s s  o f  d 

r e f o r m  was n o t  s i m p l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  d e c r e e s  by o n e  man, b u t  

i n v o l v o d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e ,  money,  e f f o r t ,  a n d  t i m e ,  a n d  

C o u l d  n o t  b e  r e v e r s e d .  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  s o  much i n  t h e  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r e f o r m s ,  w h i c h  h e  p r o b a b l y  m s n a g e d  t o  s l o w  

down o n l y  a b i t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  c o m p l e t e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

- _- - . - - - .  

' ~ w ~ i s ,  o p . c . i t  ., p.  1 7 4 .  H n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
f l l l f i l l m o n t  o f  t h e  i a n z i m s t  iuas i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
r ) n v o r n m e n t  . SCF! 5. Shaw,  " n l i n e t e c n t h  C e n t u r y  O t t o m a n  i . ( e f o r m e r s U ,  
i n  P o l k  2nd  C h a m b e r s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p. 35 .  



r e r r l n c e  n f  p o l i t i c a l  p o w s r  f r o m  t h e  P o r t e  t o  t h e  ~ a l a c e . l O  T h e  

Young O t t o m a n s  h a d  c o r r e c t l y  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  d e s p o t i s m  w a s  t h e  

t r u e  l e o a c y  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  i n i t i a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  a n d  

R b d u l h a m i d  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  p r o p h e c y .  

T h e  T a n z i m a t  r e f o r m s ,  t h o u g h  w e s t e r n  i n  o r i g i n  a n d  ' l i b e r a l '  

o n  t h e  s u r f a c s ,  were i n t e n d e d  " r i r n a r i l y  t o  b u t t r e s s  t h e  O t t o m a n  

s y s t c r n  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  d e ~ p o t i s m  t h a n  e a r l i e r  

O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  were e v e r  a b l e  t o  a t t a i n .  P?any o f  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  

o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  l o w e r  e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  

b u r e a u c r n c y ,  may i n d e e d  h a v e  b e o n  w o r k i n g  f o r  a m o r e  e g a l i t z r i a n  

a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  t h e  r r s u l t  o f  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  vJas m o r e  POlNer t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  v a r i o u s  

t imes by e i t h e r  t h e  P a l a c e  o r  t h e  P o r t e .  T h e  Young O t t o m a n  move- 

m e n t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  t r e n d  t o w a r d  s e c u l a r i z a -  

t i o n  by  s o m e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e r s .  f o r  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e . p o p u l a t i o n  

and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s ,  t h o  r e f o r m s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a 

t h e s e  p e o p l e  ~ ~ c r c  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e a c t  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  e x t r e m i s m  

o f  t h e  t h e  Young O t t o m a n s ,  b u t  t o  t h e  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m  a s  a w h o l e .  

T h o  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1876 h a d  n o t  b e e n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  

a r o u n d s w e l l  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  c l a m o r i n 2  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  b u t  

--- ,,-. - 
l n l t  i s  i m n n r t 3 n t  Ln rn-iko t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b ~ t m ~ e n  t h o  i d e a s  

O f  t h p  Y o r ~ n n  f I t t o m - l n s  concerned ~ i t h  representative g o v e r n m ~ n t ,  
c o n y t i t r ~ t i n n 5 ,  2nd  sn On, a n d  t h c i r  p r o g r a m  o f  i n c r e a s e d  e m p h a s i s  

1 s l a m ,  w h i c h  Abrjulh; imid mnn;lqed t o  c a p i t a l i z e  o n .  



r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e n d  o f  government,  i n  a l l i a n c e  wi th  

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  i t  became an i m p o r t a n t  symbol  o f  what 

some c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Ottoman m a l a i s e .  A l l  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

e f f o r t s  a t  r e f o r m  and m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  

e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and m i l i t a r y ,  had t a k e n  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  

European funds. The b a n k r u p t c y  o f  1875 and t h e  subsequent  d e b t  

s e t t l e m e n t  o f  1881 seemed a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  v e r y  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  

t h n  E m p i r e  and s p r e a d  m i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  advantages  of  f u r t h e r  

a t t e m p t s  a t  w e s t e r n  re fo rm.  The d e f e a t  by  R u s s i a  i n  1878 and 

t h e  subsequent  l o s s  o f  S e r b i a ,  Rumania, Montenegro, Bosn ia ,  

and H e r z e g o v i n a ,  t h o  l o s s  o f  Cyprus,  t h e  B r i t i s h  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  

E g y p t ,  t h e  F ronch  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  T u n i s ,  and t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  

t e r r i t o r y  t o  Greece i n  1881 made many Ottomans wonder if t h e  

commi t tment  t o  change was r e a l l y  w o r t h  t h e  s a c r i f i c e .  

Abdulhamid p ~ r c o i v e d  t h a t  t h e  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  

had  been v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  mak ing  t h e  

P o s i t i o n  o f  s u l t a n  a  more p o w e r f u l  one, and t h a t  t h e  t r e n d  o f  

Ot toman h i s t o r y  c o u l d  n o t  be r e v e r s e d  n o r  even s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

a l t e r e d .  B u t  h e  a l s o  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  re fo rms ,  t h e  wes te rn -  

o r i e n t e d  chanqes, had  weakened c o n s i d e r a b l y  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  

Emp i re ,  even t h e  u n i t y  of  i t s  Mus l im  p o p u l a t i o n .  i d h i l e  one o f  

t h e  a ims  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  had been t o  draw more peop le ,  s p e c i f i -  

c a l l y  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  i n t o  t h e  Ottoman system, t h e i r  e f f e c t  i n  

t h i s  r e g a r d  had been s l i g h t  and i n  f a c t  had weakened t h e  base 

o f  t h e  E m p i r e  by a l i e n a t i n g  many o f  t h e  Mus l ims.  The re  was a 

v a s t  g u l f  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  between t h e  w e s t e r n i z e d  



O t t o m a n  r e f o r m e r  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  a n d  

t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  a g u l f  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e  some- 

how b r i d g e d  o r  e l i m i n a t s d  i f  t h e  E m p i r e  was  t o  a v o i d  d i s i n t e -  

g r a t i o n .  I t  was  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  E m p i r e  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  T a n z i m a t  r e f o r m e r s ,  l i n e s  Abdulhamid  

a c c o p t e d  a s  v a l i d  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  u n a v o i d a b l e ,  w i t h o u t  a  s t r o n g  

c e n t r a l i z e d  a u t h o r i t y .  I t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  

a u t h o r i t y  w i t h o u t  some c o o p e r a t i o n  Prom t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  I t  was  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  u n i t y  o f  a c t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  f e e l i n g  o f  Common 

e f f o r t  a n d  g o a l s  t h a t  Abdu lhamid  d e d i c a t e d  

T h e  new S u l t a n  d i f f e r e d  r a d i c a l l y  f rom t h e  e a r l i e r  r e f o r m e r s  

i n  h i s  f o r m u l a  f o r  u n i t y ,  W h i l e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  moving  t o w a r d  a 

s e c u l a r  O t t o m a n  i d e a l ,  h e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  i n h e r e n t  i n  

a l i e n a t i n g  t h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  was t h e  p r i m e  b a s e  o f  

s u p p o r t  f o r . - t h e  d y n a s t y .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h e  may h a v e  s u s p e c t e d  

t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i l l e t s  w o u l d  n e v e r  be l o y a l  t o  a n  O t t o m a n  - 

s t a t e ,  w h e t h e r  Mus l im o r  s e c u l a r ,  b u t  t h i s  may b e  r e a d i n g  t o o  

much i n t o  h i s  a c t i o n s .  T h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  was  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and  w i t h  t h e  t y p e  a n d  P a c e  o f  c h a n g e ,  

P e r h a p s  e v e n  more  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  Musl im p o p u l a t i o n  seemed t o  b e  

l o s i n g  a l l  h o p e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  a l l  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  w e s t e r n  p r e s s u r e ;  l o s i n g  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s  

"1t i s  my c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  was  A b d u l h a m i d e s  p r i m a r y  
a i m  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  i n  t h e  1880's and p a r t  o f  
t h e  1 8 9 0 ' ~ ~  Ono c a n  make a good c a s e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  
H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  b e i n g  s i m p l y  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  p o l i t i c a l  s u r v i v a l ,  
v o i d  o f  h i g h  i d e a l s ,  



o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  non-Musl im w h i c h  h a d  l o n g  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  

E m p i r e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  a  w e s t e r n  o b s e r v e r  i n  

A n a t o l i a  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  f e e l i n g 8  

"The  o l d  S u l t a n  h a d  c e r t a i n l y  a d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m  t o  
face  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  d f  h i s  r e i g n .  I n  1 8 8 0  t o  1 8 8 2  
a  h o p e l e s s  d a s p o n d e n c y  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
r e i g n e d  e v e r y w h o r e  i n  T u r k i s h  s o c i e t y .  P r o p h e c i e s  were 
c u r r e n t  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  T u r k i s h  power  was  a t  h a n d .  I 
q u o t e  t h e  s a y i n g  o f  a  B i n b a s h i  o r  M a j o r ,  u t t e r e d  a t  
A n g o r a  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  when I  was  t h e r e :  'We h a v e  d e s e r v e d  t h e  
r u i n  t h a t  i s  s u r e l y  b e f o r e  u s ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  o a n  s a v e  u s . '  
S o l d i e r s  who h a d  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e  m i s f l o r t u n e s  w h i c h  t h e  T u r k s  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  
were a d e s e r v e d  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  R u s s i a n  
wounded by t h e i r  own men. Abd-ul- amid h a d  t o  c r e a t e  a 
f e e l i n g  o f  h o p e  among h i s  Moslem s u b j e c t s .  A p r o p h e c y  
b e g a n  t o  b e  c u r r e n t  i n  1 8 8 2  t h a t  t h e  y e a r  1 3 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
b e g a n  o n  O c t o b e r  31, 1 3 8 2 ,  was  a n  e p o c h  o f  Mohammedan 
h i s t o r y .  T h e  prophecies p r e v i o u s l y  c u r r e n t  h a d  b e e n  
a b o u t  t h e  e n d  o f  T u r k i s h  p o w e r e W l 2  

Much o f  A b d u l h a r n i d ' s  r e i g n  was  t a k e n  u p  w i t h  ~ r o j c c t s  a n d  

p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  were a imed  a t  d i s p e l l i n g  t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  d e s p o n -  

d e n c y  a n d  r e n e w i n g  t h e  M u s l i m ' s  f a i t h  i n  and  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  

O t t o m a n  d y n a s t y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t .  As o n e  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  s a i d ,  

"The  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e i g n  h a s  S e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t o  d e v e l o p  

t h e  Moslem f e e l i n g s  o f  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  a n d  t o  b r i n g  home t o  Moslems 

t h o  e x p e d i e n c y  o f  b e i n g  a  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  communi ty .  , , I 3  

W h i l e  s t r i v i n g  f o r  u n i t y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  common r e l i g i o n  

a n d  m i l i t a n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  w e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  t h e  S u l t a n  was  

a t  t h e  same time i n  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l l y  a n d  

e c o n o m i c a l l y  w i t h  t h o  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  h i s  
- 

l Z l ~ ~ i l l i a r n  M. Ramsay,  "Tho I n t e r m i x t u r e  o f  R a c e s  i n  A s i a  
M i n o r 1  Some o f  I t s  C a u s e s  and E f f e c t s " ,  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  
a r i t i s h  A c a d ~ m y ,  1 9 1 5 - 1 9 1 6 ,  p. 4 0 8 .  

1 3 ~ h e r m s i d e ,  E r z e r o u m ,  t o  Ambassador  W h i t e ,  8 0  o f  2 9  A u g u s t  
10og, F.O. ,  424 /162 .  



own power  a n d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  h e  

s e v e r n l y  u n d e r m i n e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r o u p s  w h i c h  

t h e  a rmy.  Any g r o u p  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  n o  m a t t e r  how ' t r a d i t i o n a l '  

o r  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  I s l a m ,  w h i c h  h e  p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  

t h r e a t  t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  was  d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y . 1 4  As s t a t e d  

p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  was  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  p m i o d  o f  a c t u a l  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  

t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  g i v e n  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  home o r  

a b r o a d .  I n s t e a d :  

" T h e  p ~ o p l e  b e l i e v e d  i t  t o  b e  t h e i r  own ( r e g i m e ) .  I t  
d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  s u s t a i n e d  by e x t e r n a l  s u p p o r t  
a n d  i m p o r t e d  k i e s t e r n  I n s t i t u t i o n s  ; i t  a p p ~ a r e d  t o  b e  
i n d i g e n o u s ,  t r a d i t i o n - l o v i n g ,  I s l a m i c ,  a n d  f r e e  f r o m  
t h e  w o r r i e s  a n d  d i s c o m f o r t s  o f  c h a n g e .  A b d u l h a m i d 8 s  
p e r s o n a l  a u s t e r i t y ,  s o b r i e t y ,  and  p i e t y  were v e r y  a p p e a l -  
i n g  t o  t h e  m a s s e s  who h a d  h a d  t h e i r  f i l l  o f  s p e n d t h r i f t  
T a n z i m a t  r u l e r s  a n d  e m u l a t o r s ,  T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  
m o s t  i m p r ~ p s e d  t h e m  utas t h e  C a l i p h ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  a s  a 
s e l f - c o n f i d a n t  Mus l im r u l e r ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  f o r e i g n  
i n f l u e n c e s  and  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a n d  c a p a b l e  o f  s t r i k i n g  
back," 

1 5  

T h e  E m p i r e  was f a r  f r o m  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  

r e f o r m s  c o s t i n q  a s  much o r  o v e n  more  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

Y e a r s .  8 u t  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s  i n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  as exemplified w i t h  t h e  c o u r t s h i p  o f  

g e r m a n y ,  a t h i r t y  y e a r  r ~ s p i t e  f r o m  w a r ,  and h i s  r i g i d  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h i s  s u b j e c t s  p r e s e r v e d  

t h e  sham u n t i l  t h ~  e n d .  - -- 
- ~ n d P r s o n ,  a p . c i t . ,  p .  223. T h u s  t h e  power o f  t h e  idar f l i n i s -  

t r y  w n s  r ~ d u c e d ,  r i v a l  g r o u p s  o f  o f f i c e r s  p l a y e d  o f f  a g a i n s t  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  r f f o r t s  t o  r a i s r  t h o  q u a l i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  
9 u p p r ~ s s ~ d .  



Thn a d o p t i o n  of  t h i s  Mus l im  p o l i c y  by Abdulhamid c r e a t e d  

somo new p rob lems  f o r  t h e  government.  S i n c e  h e  was b e n t  on 

p e r s o n a l  r u l e ,  Abdulhamid had t o  descend f r o m  t h e  n o r m a l l y  

a l o o f  p o s i t i o n  o f  S u l t a n  and become f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  pu rposes  

a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  an a v o c a t i o n  f o r  wh ich  h e  showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  

s k i l l .  Once t h e  s u l t a n a t e  bacams p o l i t i c a l  i t  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  

s e r v e  as  t h e  r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  f o r  a l l  t h e  d i v e r s e  e lemen ts  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  as i t  u s u a l l y  had i n  t h e  p a s t .  I t  now had  s p e c i f i c  

i n t e r e s t s  and s p e c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p a r t s  and 

e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Emp i re ,  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r s ,  N o t  

o n l y  were t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  m i l l e t s  d e n i e d  any m e a n i n g f u l  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  government ,  b u t  many Mus l ims  

who d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  were now a l i e n a t e d  

f rom t h e  d y n a s t y .  The S u l t a n  became one f o r c e ,  a l b e i t  t h e  most 

p o w e r f u l ,  among many i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  Ottoman 

f a m i l y ,  t h e  K h e d i v a l  f a m i l y ,  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  p r o m i n e n t  

n o t a b l e s ,  and so on. O p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  government t e n d e d  t o  

p o l a r i z e  a round  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  g roups  and i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  Hamid ian  p e r i o d . ' 6  I n  many ways t h i s  s t a n c e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  

was l i k e  t h a t  o f  flahmud 11 i n  t h e  F i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  

m a i n  d i f f e c e n c e  b e i n g  t h a t  t o  many i n  t h o  Emp i re  Mahmud seemed 

l i k e  an o u t s i d e  f o r c s ,  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  r e p r o e c n t a t i v e  o f  an 

o u t s i d e  f o r c e ,  w h i l e  Abdulhamid was t h o u g h t  o f  as an Ottoman 

f o r c e .  

' = A .  H o u r a n i ,  "Ot toman Reform and t h s  P o l t i c s  o f  t h e  
V o t a b l e s w ,  i n  P o l k  and Chambers, o p e c i t e ,  pa 59, 
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T h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  e x a m p l e  o f  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  p o l i c y  o f  

e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  u n i t y  among t h e  M u s l i m s  w a s  t h e  

much h e a r l d e d  p a n - I s l a m i c  p o l i c y .  He i s  g e n e r a l l y  g i v e n  c r e d i t  

by h i s t o r i a n s  f o r  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  C a l i p h a t e  a s  a  v i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  f o r  I s l a m i c  

p r o p a g a n d a  i n  non-Ot toman  t e r r i t o r y ,  and  f o r  a r e n e w e d  e m p h a s i s  

o n  I s l a m  w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  T h e  r a t i o n a l e s  f o r  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  

a r e  u s u a l l y  g i v e n  a s  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  t h r e a t e n  B r i t i s h  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  I n d i a ,  t o  p r e v e n t  o r  s t i f l e  n a t i o n a l i s t  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t s  among t h e  Musl im p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  and t o  

s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  by c l a i m i n g  t o  b e  C a l i p h .  T h e  t r e n d  

t o w a r d  p a n - I s l a m i s m ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r e - d a t e s  Abdulhamid by s e v e r a l  

y e a r s ,  f i r s t  b e c o m i n g  p r o m i n e n t  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  I n  t h a t  Year  a n  e s s a y  

a p p e a r e d  c a l l e d  t h e  "Mahometan R e v i v a l " ,  w r i t t e n  by an E n g l i s h  

t r a v e l l e r  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l s  which  h a d  
-u 

b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  d u r i n g  t h e  T a n z i m a t  h a d  

become i n  p r a c t i c e  M u s l i m ,  w i t h  E u r o p e a n  s u b j e c t s  no  l o n g e r  

t a u g h t  o r  p o p u l a r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  e s s a y  n o t e d  t h a t  c o n s u m p t i o n  

o f  l i q u o r  w a s  n o t i c e a b l y  down; r e l i g i o u s  h o l i d a y s  m o r e  p o p u l a r ;  

t h e  number  o f  C h r i s t i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  down c o n s i d e r a b l y ;  

a n d  m o s q u e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  s o  on  were b e i n g  b u i l t  a n d  r e p a i r e d  

a t  a q u i c k e n e d  r a t e ,  a  r e v e r s a l  o f  a r e c e n t  t r e n d . ' '  T h i s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by N i y a z i  R e r k e s  i n  T h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  of- 

T u r k i s h  S e c u l a r i s m ,  who s t a t e s  t h a t  p a n - I s l 2 m i c  a c t i v i t y  b e g a n  

i n  1 8 7 2  a n d  t h a t  " H a m i d i a n  p a n - I s l a m i s m  was t h e  c h i l d  o f  t h i s  

1 7 9 ~ i l l i a m  P a l g r a v e ,  E s s a y s  o n  E a s t r r n  Q u o s t i o n s  ( ~ o n d o h * - -  
V a c l l i l l a n  And Co . ,  1 8 7 2 ) ,  p. 111. 



t r e n d  and n o t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  monarch. ,,I 8 

The S u l t a n  c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h i s  t r e n d  i n  t h e  Empire and 

a c t i v e l y  encouraged i t  throughout  h i s  r e i g n  i n  bo th  a c t i o n s  and 

words. Tho tie j a r  r a i l r o a d  was b u i l t  f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons, t h e  

most i m p o r t a n t  b e i n g  t o  , b r i ng  p a r t s  of t h e  Arab l ands  under 

more s t r i c t  Ottoman c o n t r o l ,  bu t  t h e  reason o f fe red  by t h e  

t h e  f a a i l i t a t i o n  of  t h e  h a u .  Ac t i ons  by Musl ims i n  C e n t r a l  

As ia  and elsewhere a g a i n s t  European i n c u r s i o n s  were a c t i v e l y ,  

if o n l y  i n  a  v e r b a l  sense, s u p p p r t v  by t h e  Ottoman government. 
I 

The s t r i c t l y  cmnsored Ottoman kess /was  ex t reme ly  ef  ? a c t i v e  

th roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  encouraging pan- Is lamic  i deas  w i t h i n  m 
t h e  Empire. The p ress  was used by Abdulhamid as an i n s t u R e n t  

o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  as i s  made c l e a r  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  account t  

" ..perhaps t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of T u r k i s h  papers i s  t h e  z e a l  t h e y  
manit'est i n  p r i n t i n g  a l l  i t e m s  o f  news a f f e c t i n g  Is lam, 
w i t h  h i g h l y  co lou red  accounts o f  t h e  s t r i d e s  i t  is 
b e l i e v e d  t o  be making under ' t h e  auspices of t h e  
K h a l i f g  i n  c o u n t r i e s  l i k $  Japan, China, t h e  P h i l i p i n e  
I n d i a ,  and v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  A f r i c a .  T h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  k- 
T u r k i s h  p ress  i s  undoubted ly  t h e  most impo r tan t  and t h e  
one which enables i t  t o  e x e r c i s e  i t s  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u -  
8 n C e m m m m t h e  tone  and t r e n d  o f  T u r k i s h  papeas i s  t o  
i n t e n s i f y  t h e  h o l d  of t h e  Sovere ign and K h a l i ?  on t h e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  of  t h e  new ' t r u e  b e l i e v e r s 9 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  lower  c lasses ,  even i n  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s  o f  h i s  
e x t e n s i v e  dominions, t h u s  d i r e c t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  and p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Ottoman Govern- 
ment among no"-Ottoman t r l b e r  and n a t i ~ n a l i t i e s . ~ . . ~ ~ ~  - 
1 8 ~ s r k e s ,  op.cit., p. 269. 
1 9 ~ o o ~ h  and t i a r o l d  Ternparley, B r i t i s h  Documents on t h e  

O r l a i n s  o f  t h e  War 1898-1914, Vo1 v (London, t iMSD,  19381, p a  27. 
'For i n s t a n c e ,  c o n s u l  W i l son  r e p o r t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  from Sivasr 
"It i s  h a r d l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  exaggerate t h e  e v i l  i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  



7 c s i d e s  s p r e a d i n g  I s l a m i c  p r o p a g a n d a ,  t h e  p r e s s  was  a l s o  

g e n e r a l l y  a n t i - w e s t s r n  a n d  r n f l e c t o d  t h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n ' s  

s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  i n c i d e n t s  o f  w a s t a r n  i m p e r i a l i s m  on t h e  f r i n g e s  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e  and  t h r o u g h o u t  A s i a .  

T h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  w i t n e s s e d  a  f l o w e r i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

p i e t y  among many o f  t h e  Muslim p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  was  more  a 

c a u s e  o f  t h a n  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c i e s *  B e s i d e s  

t h e  u l e m a  t h e r o  was  a  new t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v e  

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b o t h  a t  t h e  c o u r t  l e v e l  a n d  among t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  f o r m e r  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  Y i l d i z  a n d  were 

m a i n l y  A r a b  r e l i g i o u s  men, m y s t i c s ,  a s t r o l o g e r s ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  who 

were c u l t i v a t e d  and  e n c o u r a g e d  by Abdulhamid  More i m p o r t a n t  

f o r  t h e  E m p i r e  were t h e  p i o u s  men who c r o w d e d  i n t o  t h e  s u f i  

o r d e r s  a n d  t h e  r e f u r b i s h e d  m e d r e s e s .  T h e  o r d e r s  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  

g r e a t e s t  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  modern  t imes d u r i n g  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  

a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  was  c r o w d e d  w i t h  w a n d e r i n g  m y s t i c s .  N i y a z i  

R e r k e s  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  mos t  c o n s p i ~ u o u ~  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

when c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  w a s  " a  . a t h e  P r e s e n c e  o f  o u t -  

w a r d  r e l i g i o s i t y .  , ,20 

T h e  S u l t a n  h i m s e l f  a p p e a r e d  a s  a  p i o u s  a n d  d e v o u t  Wusl im,  

t h o u g h  h i s  p r i v a t e  t h o u g h t s  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  a r e  a  m a t t e r  o f  some - 
T u r k i s h  n a u J s p a p o r s .  T h o  o l d  ' s t o r y t e l l e r '  o f  t h e  b a z a a r s  and  c a f e s  
h a s  g i v e n  p l a c e  t o  t h e  ne tuspaper  r e a d e r ;  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h ~  m a i l  
i s  e a g e r l y  w a t c h e d  f o r ,  and t h e  r e a d e r  a t  t h e  c a f e  i s  s o r r o a n d e d  
by l i s t e n e r s  who c a r r y  away t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  s u c h  v o r s i o n s  o f  
p o l i t i c s  a s  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  ' V a k i t ' ,  ' ~ a k i k a t '  and  
other p a p e r s . '  W i l s o n  t o  D u f f e r i n ,  88 o f  25 Augus t  1 8 8 2 ,  - F.O., 
424/126.  



d i s p u t e .  He l e d  a  r e l a t i v e l y  a u s t e r e  l i f e ,  s u r r o u n d e d  h i m s e l f  

w i t h  t h e o l o g i a n s  a n d  h o l y  men, f o u n d e d  a c o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  o f  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  won t h e  S h e r i f  o f  Mecca t o  h i s  s i d e  

a n d  l i b e r a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  a l l  r e l i g i o u s   institution^.^' T h e  i m a g e  

o f  t h e  S u l t a n  h a d  d e f i n i t e l y  b e e n  a l t e r e d :  

"The  i m a g e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  a s  a b e n e v o l e n t  l i b e r a l  
m o n a r c h ,  f a t h e r  o f  a l l  h i s  p e o p l e s  a l i k e ,  Mus l im,  
C h r i s t i a n ,  and  J e w i s h ,  a n d  l e a d e r  o f  a l l  t h e  f o r c e s  
o f  w e s t e r n i z i n g  r e f o r m  - a n  i m a g e  w h i c h  h a d  g r a d u a l l y  
b e e n  f o r m e d  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  Mahmud I1 - was n o t  
d e s t r o y e d ,  b u t  i t  was g r a d u a l l y  o v e r s h a d o w e d  by 
a n o t h e r ;  t h a t  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  o f  S u n n i  I s l a m ,  shadow o f  
God o n  e a r t h ,  a p p e a l i n g  t o  a l l  M u s l i m s  t o  r a l l y  r o u n d  
t h e  t h r o n e  i n  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  ~ m m a . " ~ ~  

PART I1 

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  

a t  work  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  u p  t o  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  a n d  h a v e  

g a i n e d  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  r e g i o n  

p o i n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s  a r e  a n  

a t t e m p t  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  a n d  g a i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  f l u s l i m  

n o t a b l a s  and  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  and  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h i s  i s  a n  

a t t e m p t  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  r e f o r m  and  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  t o  u n i t y  and  

l o y a l t y .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  

K u r d s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  a s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e .  

2 1 6 ~ o r 9 e  A n t o n i o u s ,  T h e  A r a b  Awakenin  (New York r C a p r i c o r n  
7 - 7 -  q o o k s ,  1965,  f i r s t  e d .  1 9 ' m T  

"A*  H o u r a n i ,  A r a b i c  Thou h t  i n ' t h n  L i b e r a l  Age  ondo don: 
O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 $ - ~ ~ 0 6  



T h a t  t h e r e  was s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  c o u l d  be c a l l e d  t h e  ' K u r d i s h  

p r o b l e m '  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  s h o u l d  by  t h i s  t i m e  be  a b u n d a n t l y  

c l e a r .  L e f t  t o  t h e i r  own d e v i c e s  t h e  K u r d s  wou ld  h a v e  d o m i n a t e d  
- 

t h e  a r a a  i n  an  u n d u l y  o p p r e s s i v e  mannor and i n c e s s a n t  t r i b a l  

w a r f a r e  wou ld  h a v e  been w i d e s p r e a d  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  b o t h  t h e  
I 

C h r i s t i a n  and M u s l i m  peasantry. The Ot toman government  h a d  t o  

somehow r e s t r a i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Ku rds  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same I 
t i m e  e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  government .  T h e i r  l o y a l t y  i 

C 

c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  b e  assumed even t h o u g h  t h ~ y  were f i l us l im s i n c e  

most o f  t h e  t r i b e s  h a d  f o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s  d u r i n g  t h e  

C r imean  N a r  and ware  a  q u e s t i o n a b l e  q u a n t i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  

w a r O 2 3  The Ot toman p o l i c y  o f  a l l o w i n g  t r i b a l  f e u d s  and s m a l l  

wa rs  b u t  n e v e r  p e r m i t t i n g  a  s i n g l e  t r i b e  o r  g r o u p  t o  g a i n  com- 

p l e t e  ascendancy  was more t h a n  t h e  R u s s i a n s  wou ld  have  a l l o w e d  

them, and t h e  K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  knew i t  . 24  Compared t o  what  t h e  

R u s s i a n  government  was d o i n g  i n  C e n t r a l  A s i a  t h i s  was a  m i l d  

fo rm o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n d e e d .  H a v i n g  won t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  K u r d s '  a l l e g i a n c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  e n d i n g  t h e  t h r e a t  

o f  R u s s i a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  Ot toman government  t h e n  had  t o  move 

t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  a c t u a l  s u p p o r t .  

The  K u r d s  were  a p p a r e n t l y  somewhat a m b i v a l e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  

Ot toman a u t h o r i t i e s .  One o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  s a i d  o f  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e :  

" . . . . the K u r d s  a r e  n o t  l e s s  l o y a l  and t r u s t u o r t h y  
t h a n  o t h ~ r  Ot toman s u b j e c t s ,  t h o u g h  i n  r a r e  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  m o u n t a i n  f a s t n e s s e s  t h c y  i n h a b i t ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  t h e  government  i s  s c a r c e l y  p e r c e p t i b l e .  As t o  

C 4  
S i r  I f la rk  Sykcs,  --- O a r - u l - I s l a m  ( ~ o n d o n t  B i c k e r s  and Sons, 

' 9 0 4 ) ,  p .  3 3 5 .  



t h e i r  ' h a t i n g  t h a i r  n o m i n a l  m a s t e r s ' ,  p e r h a p s ,  u n d e r  
p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  indifference, m i n g l s d  s o m e t i m e s  
w i t h  a  t o u c h  o f  c o n t e m p t ,  more  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  mind o f  some K u r d s . " 2 5  

T h e  K u r d s  m u s t  h a v e  r e s p e c t e d  t h e  O t t o m a n s  as  a  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  

s i n c e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  c o n s u l s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  t r i b e s  were 

n e v e r  a  t h r e a t  o r  e v e n  a m a t c h  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  army.  But  t h e  

O t t o m a n s  w e r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  e m p l o y  t h i s  f o r c e  i n  a l l  b u t  t h e  

mos t  d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n s  f o r  f e a r  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  t h e  K u r d s .  

T h i s  r e l u c t a n c e  may h a v e  b e e n  s e e n  a s  a  s i g n  o f  w e a k n e s s  by 

many K u r d s  who w o r e  n o t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  o r  c l e v e r  e n o u g h  t o  f a t h o m  

t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  O t t o m a n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c i e s .  

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  i n  mind t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  

t h e  p e r i o d  o f  K u r d i s h  d o m i n a n c e ,  o f  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  f e u d a l  

d e r e b e y s ,  was  e a s i l y  w i t h i n  memory. A s  c o n s u l  E v e r e t t  r e m i n d e d  

t h e  S r i t i s h  A m b a s s a d o r ,  " . . . . t h e  good o l d  t imes o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  

9 e g s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  s p o k e n  o f ,  b u t  f r e s h  i n  t h e  memory o f  e v e r y  

m i d d l e - a g e d  man, a n d  t h o u g h  t h e  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  

t h e  h a b i t s ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  r e m a i n . * l Z 6  T h e s e  m e m o r i e s  

p r o v e d  a l l  t h e  more  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e  K u r d s  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

o f  d i s o r d e r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  war  w i t h  R u s s i a ,  i t  was t h e y  who 

a c t u a l l y  s u f f e r e d  t h e  m o s t .  I t  was t h e y  whom t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n -  

ment  f a i l e d  mos t  s e r i o u s l y  when i t  f a i l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  a n d  

t h o  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  
- 

25biemo f r o m  D o v e y ,  Van,  17 o f  1 2  J a n u a r y  1 8 9 1 ,  F .0 . ,424 /169 .  

* % v c r e t t ,  R e p o r t  o n  Bi t l is ,  E r z c r o u m ,  1 9  o f  30 J a n u a r y  1 8 8 5 ,  
F.O., 424/142.  



T h e  f i r s t  e x a m p l e  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  K u r d s  w h i c h  

wo h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  i n  a c t i o n  c a n  bo c a l l e d  a  f o r m  o f  a p p e a s e -  

m e n t r  r e w a r d i n g  known K u r d i s h  o f f e n d o r s ;  p a r d o n i n g  e x i l e d  

K u r d i s h  l o a d e r s ;  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  t u r n i n g  t h e  o t h e r  c h e e k  t o  K u r d i s h  

a c t s  o f  m i n o r  l a w l e s s n e s s .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  was  common t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  a n d  was  l i n k e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p r a c t i c e ,  t h a t  

o f  u s i n g  t h e  K u r d s  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  power o f  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  - - -. -- - - - 

and  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  I f  we a c c e p t  t h e  p r e m i s e  f o r  t h e  

moment t h a t  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o a l  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was  n o t  

i m m e d i a t e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  d e s i r e  t o  

s i m p l y  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,  t h e n  t h e  l o g i c a l  p o l i c y  was  s i m p l y  , 
/ 

t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  powor g r o u p s  f r o m  a t t a i n i n g  
< 

a d o m i n a n t  p o s i t i o n .  We s h a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  p o l i c y  l a t e r  i n  

t h e  s t u d y  i n  more  d e t a i l .  

P a r t  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  u s i n g  t h e  K u r d s  as  a b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t  

i n  s a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i n v o l v e d  a c t u a l l y  c h a n g i n g  many a s p e c t s  o f  

t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e  n o m a d i c  K u r d s  w e r e  g r a d u a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  f r o m  

many p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a s t u r e  l a n d s  and  t h e  more  

e x c e s s i v e  v i o l e n t  t e n d e n c i e s  among t h e  p a s t o r a l  K u r d s  were 

c u r b e d .  V i s i b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  

a r e a  and  t h u s  t h e  n o m i n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s u b s e r v i e n c e  on  t h e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  was made w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  

f o r m  o f  a b u i l d i n g  oh a t  l e a s t  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

some l e v e l  o f  One o f  t h e  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  a c t s  o f  
- 

2 7 0 n e  E u r o p e a n  t r a v e l l e r  r o p o r t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n c i d e n t ,  
s a y i n g  t h a t  Abdu lhamid  h a s  w . . . . s o u g h t  a t  o n c e  t o  c i v i l i z e  them 
a n d  t o  r e n d n r  thpm moro e f f i c i e n t  f r o m  a  m i l i t a r y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  
I n  t h e  w i l d  and  s e l d o m  v i s i t e d  c o u n t r y  b e t w e e n  t h e -  p l a i n  o f  



attempting t o  r e f o r m  t h e  K u r d s  a n d  b r i n g  them u n d e r  some f o r m  

o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  was t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a m i d i e h  c a v a l r y  c o r p s .  

I n  1 8 9 1  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  v a l i s  o f  t h e  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  p r o v i n c e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  K u r d i s h  a q a s  i n  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s  t o  f o r m  v o l u n t e e r  u n i t s  o f  c a v a l t y  f o r  

s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  O t t o m a n  a rmy.  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p l a n  was t o  

b o t h  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  

o f  a n o t h e r  war  w i t h  R u s s i a  ( t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e .  l a s t  war  

h a d  b e e n  p o o r )  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a  mechan i sm f o r  

s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l .  

T h e  K u r d s  were t o  b e  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  r e g i m e n t s  o f  b e t w e e n  

a n d  were g i v e n  r e g u l a r  c o m r n i s s i o n ~ . ~ ~  E a c h  u n i t  h a d  a r e g u l a r  

O t t o m a n  a r m y  o f f i a e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  i t  as i n s t r u c t o r  and  s u p e r v i s o r .  

T h e  r e g i m e n t s  wcre t o  b e  d r i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  e v e r y  t h r e e  y e a r s  

f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  K u r d i s h  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  t o  b e  s e n t  

t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  f o r  t r a i n i n g e , 8 a r r a c k s  were t o  b e  b u i l t  by 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  e a c h  t r i b e ' s  t e r r i t o r y ,  i n  

w h i c h  t h e  g u n s  and  a m m u n i t i o n  w e r e  t o  b e  s t o r e d ,  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  

t h e s e  were n o t  b u i l t  a n d  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  was  i n  many c a s e s  r e t a i n e d  

by t h e  t r i b e s m e n .  

A l a s h k e r t  a n d  t h e  L a k e  o f  Van I was a b l e  t o  g a i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  
acquaintance w i t h  t h e  m e t h o d s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  p u r s u e d .  I n  t h e  
v i l l a q e  o f  P a t n o t z ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o a t  o f  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  t r i b e  o f  
H a i d e r a n l i ,  a  s o l i d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  b u i l t  by 
o r d e r  o f  t h e  government t o  s e r v e  t h e  s e v e r a l  p u r p o s e s  o f  a mosque ,  
a s c h o o l ,  a n d  a r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  c h i e f ,  s t a n d s  o u t  f fom t h e  
u s u a l  c l u t t e r  o f  mud h o v e l s  -- a p a l a c e  amid t h e  a n t  h i l l s  - - . . a  

11 

H eF.9. L y n c h ,  A r m e n i a ,  Travels and S t u d i e s ,  - ii ( 8 c i r u t  t K h a y a t s ,  
1965,  f i r s t  cd,1835), p. 4 2 r  



A f t o r  somo i n i t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i n s  i n  r e c r u i t m o n k  d u e  t o  

m i s t r u s t ,  s e v e r a l  t h o u d a n d  K u r d s  were p e r s u a d e d  t o  j o i n  a n d  

a g r e a t  c e r e m o n y  was  h e l d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

f r o m  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  t r i b e s .  T h o s e  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o r e  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and  f r o m  

c e r t a i n  t a x e s ,  w h i c h  made t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  e v e n  more  a t t r a c t i v e  

f o r  m o s t  K u r d s .  

I n  some c a s e s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i b e s  f o r  t h e  H a m i d i e h  -- 
was u s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  power i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w h i l e  

i n  o t h e r s  i t  h a d  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e f f e c t .  Weaker t r i b e s  were u s u a l l y  

c h o s e n  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  e q u i p m e n t  and  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them t e n d e d  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  g r e a t e r  

s i z ~  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i v a l s . 2 9  T h i s  f a v o r i n g  o f  some t r i b e s  

o v e r  o t h e r s  u p s e t  many of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  K u r d s  and t h e  t r i b a l  ~ e s t o r i a n s :  

" U n t i l  A h d u l h a m i d ' s  d a y ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  ( A s s y r i a n s  a n d  
~ u r d s )  w e r e  f a i r l y  m a t c h e d  on t h e  w h o l e ;  and  g e n e r a -  
t i o n s  o f  c r o s s - r a i d i n g  h a d  e v o l v e d  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . .  
E a c h  s i d e  u s e d  o l d  g u n s  o f  much t h e  same c h a r a c t e r ;  
f l i n t  l o c k s  t o  w i t ,  w i t h  home-made powder a n d  b u l l e t s  
* . . . B u t  o f  l a t e  y e a r s , $ h i n g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  f o r  t h e  w o r s e  
v * . .  and t h e  f r e e  d i & r i b u t i o o  o f  r i f l e s  among t h e  
Kurds . . . .when  t h e  S u l t a n  r a i s e d  t h e  H a m i d i e  b a t t a l i o n s  .... h a s  d o n e  away w i t h  t h e  o l d  e q u a l i t y * " 3 0  

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t o  have a n  e v e n  g r e a t o r  e f f e c t  on K u r d i s h -  

A r m e n i a n  r e l a t i o n s .  

T h e  a c t u a l  m i l i t a r y  v a l u e  o f  t h e  H a m i d i e h  was n e v e r  v e r y  

2 9 ~ n d e r s o n ,  D i a r b c k i r ,  t o  O t C o n o r ,  20 o f  6 J a n u a r y  1892, 



h i q h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s u l s .  They  w e r e  o n l y  o f  u s e  i n  a  l o c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  was  n e v e r - a s  e x t e n s i v e  a s  h a d  beom 

p l a n n e d .  As o n e  c o n s u l  h a r s h l y  p u t  i t ;  " . . 8 8 a s  a t  p r e s e n t  

o r g a n i z e d  t h n y  a r o  w o r s e  t h a n  u s e l e s s .  T h e y  h a v e  a s t r o n g  

i n h e r e n t  d i s l i k e  o f  g e t t i n g  h u r t ,  a n d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  d i s c i p l i n e  

t o  o n a b l e  t h i s  w e a k n e s s  t o  be  o v e r c o m e .  m31 T h e i r  e f f e c t  i n  

p e a c e t i m e  was  q u i t e  t h o  o p p o s i t e .  T h e  K u r d s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e i r  

new o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  a s  g i v i n g  thom v i t t u a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  a l l  

c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  z a p t i e h s  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  a l w a y s  

u n s u r e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  H a m i d i s h  and  were r e l u c t a n t  

t o  t a k e  o v e r t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  was  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and  i t s  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  who were g i v e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  see  

t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  H a m i d i e h  t r o o p s  were t r e a t e d  w e l l .  
3 2  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  t h e  ~ a m i d i e h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

a n d  t h r o u g h  i t  i m p l i c i t l y  t h e  K u r d s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  were 

g i v e n  f a v o r e d  t r e a t m e n t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  K u r d s  

were a  p o t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w h i c h  n e e d e d  

t o  b e  f l i t h e r  t o t a l l y  s u p p r e s s e d ,  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  p o l i c y  g i v e n  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  t i m e s  and  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  p a m p e r e d  a n d  

a p p e a s e d  w h i l e  k e p t  u n d e r  l o o s o  s u p e r v i s i o n .  d h i l e  f e a r e d  by -- 
3 1 ~ a p t a i n  G.S. E l l i o t ,  Van,  t o  C u r r i e ,  13 o f  1 0  J a n u a r y  

1 8 9 5 ,  F.0 424 /195 .  
3 2 '  One c o n s u l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "The  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who h a v e  a n  i d e a  

t h a t  t h e  K u r d s  a r e  a b u l w a r k  o f  t h e  Mohammedan p o w e r ,  d o  p r a c t i -  
c a l l y  a l l  t h e y  c a n  t o  f b s t e r  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  lawlessness. T h e  z a p t i e h s  
a r e  o r d r r e d  n o t  t o  f i r e  o n  K u r d s ,  and  a r e  p u n i s h e d  and  d d g r a d e d  i f  

d o  s o  i n  s e l f - d o f e n s p . "  E l l i o t ,  R e p o r t ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  1 3 7  
o f  23 !#lay 1894 ,  - F.O., 424/178.  



t h a  government  f o r  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  t h e y  c o u l d  cause,  t h e y  wore 

a l s o  needed b y  t h e  government  t o  p r e s e r v e  a b a l a n c e  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  and i n  c a s e  o f  a  war w i t h  R u s s i a ,  w h i c h  Abdu lhamid  was 

a f r a i d  o f  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  r e i g n e 3 '  The c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t e s  

a t t i t u d e  and p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  K u r d s  becomes even more i m p o r t a n t  

w i t h  t h e  deve lopmen t  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  o f  a  m i l i t a n t  Armen ian  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movament, t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r ,  

3 3 ~ r ~ p i t o  t h c  c o n s u l s e  condemna t i on  o f  t h ~  m i l i t a r y  e f f e c t i v e -  
n e s s  o f  t h e  H a m i d i r h ,  t h o  Ot toman government  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  
s h ~ l r o  t h ~ i r  v i r ? w .  Tns n a m i d i r h  wore r e g a r d e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  
by  mrn who p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  v i s i t e d  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  o r  saw t h e  
a c t u a l  r e g i m e n t s ,  a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  
COss;1cks , 



CHAPTER SEVEN a The Dovelopmont  o f  t h o  Armenian R e v o l u t i o n a r y  - -- 
Movament - 1880-1893. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e a r l i e r  c h a p t e r s  we h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  v i l a y e t s  

and h a v e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h o  C h r i s t i a n  segment o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

p r i m a r i l y  t h e  Armen ians ,  was b o t h  d i s c r i m m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  and i n  

many instances o p p r e s s e d .  I n  C h a p t e r  One t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  

secularization and e q u a l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  was d i s c u s s e d  and 

t h e  g r o w i n g  s t r e n g t h  and i ndepsndence  o f  t h e  Armen ian  m i l l e t  

w i t h i n  t h e  Ot toman s y s t e m  n o t ~ d . > ~ s p i t e  - - t h e  deve lopmen ts  i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  s u b j e c t s ,  as  t h e  

subsequen t  c h a p t e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  few o f  t h e s s  i d e a s  and r e f o r m s  - - -- -- 

h a d  p e n e t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a r e a  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' ~ ~  
- .  

C h a p t e r s  F i v e  and Six d e a l t  w i t h  m a t t e r s  o f  c r u c i a l  i m p o r -  

t a n c e  t o  t h e  Armen ians  o f  t h e  Ot toman E m p i r e *  The f a i l u r e  o f  

E u r o p e a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a f t e r  1878 t o  i n d u c e  o r  f o r c e  t h e  o t t o m a n  

government  t o  imp lemen t  m e a n i n g f u l  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  was 
% / 

e x t r e m e l y  d i s i l l u s i o n i n g  f o r  many Armenians. The r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  \-; h 
% 

T a n z i m a t  p e r i o d  and t h e i r  accompanying s p r e a d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and 

9 e n e r a l  awareness  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  had  a f f e c t e d  t h o  C h r i s t i a n s  as much and pe rhaps  more 61 

t h a n  t h e  K u s l i m s .  From t h e  1 8 8 0 t s  on t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  
, 

A rmen ian  o c c l e s i n s t i c  h i p r a r c h y  and o t h c r s  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  

Armen ian  communi ty  had  b p ~ n  u r g i n g  r e f o r m s  and demanding more 

independence f o r  t h o  m i l l e t .  ~ n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  t h e s e  demands, 



malie by u r b a n  Armenians who were s e e k i n g  s e c u r i t y  and more 

freedom o f  a c t i o n .  The European i n t e r v e n t i o n  a f t e r  1878 and 

t h e  i n i t i a l  a t t e m p t s  a t  r s f o r m  by t h e  new government i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  were seen by many w i t h i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty  

as t h e  l a s t  hope o f  p e a c e f u l  r e f o r m .  When t h e y  f a i l e d ,  f a i t h  

i n  t h e  Ottoman system d i s a p p e a r e d  f o r  some and reached  a  new 

l o w  f a r  many o t h e r s .  As one Armenian a u t h o r  says8 

"The European Powers i s s u e d  s t a t e m e n t s ,  made p romises ,  
and u r g e d  re fo rms ,  b u t  t h e y  neve r  t o o k  f i r m  a c t i o n  t o  
f o r c e  t h e  P o r t e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  under  t h e  
T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n .  Armenian hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s  were 
i n  v a i n ,  No r e c o u r s e  remained b u t  t o  depend on t h e i r  
own r e s o u r c e s  and r e s o r t  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i ~ i t y . ~ ~ ~  

I t  i s  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  

s u p p o r t e d  i t  w i t h  w h i c h  we s h a l l  be concerned i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

8 e s i d e s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s ,  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  by many 

Armenians o f  t h e  Ottoman p o l i c i e s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

c h a p t e r  was an a d d i t i o n a l  p o w e r f u l  spur  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

a c t i v i t y .  The t u r n i n g  away from t h e  Tanz imat  i d e a l  o f  e q u a l i t y  

w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  and t o w a r d  a  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  of  t h e  I s l a m i c  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  was an o b v i o u s  phenomenon i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  and t h e  Armenians r e a c t e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

' ~ o u i s o  Na lbnnd ian ,  The Armenian R e v o l u t i o n a r y  f~10vemen~ 
( ~ e r k a l c ~ ~ t  U n i v .  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P ress ,  1963 ) ,  pa 84. I ~ O S ~  

Armen inn  a u t h o r s  assume a  k i n d  o f  u n a n i m i t y  c i t h i n  t h e  Armenian 
COmmunity c o n c ~ r n i n q  t h e i r  p l i q h t  i n  t h e  Empi re ,  a u n a n i m i t y  
w h i c h  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  



PART I 

Tho  r o o t s  o f  Armenian  d i s c o n t e n t  d u r i n g  t h o  H a m i d i a n  

p e r i o d  a r e  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p e o p l e  

l i v a d  and  t h e  by now f a m i l i a r  p r o c e s s  o f  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  

C o n d i t i o n s  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  h a r s h  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  f o r  b o t h  

A r m e n i a n  and  K u r d ,  b o t h  p e a s a n t  and  c i t y  d w e l l e r .  T h e  h a r s h  

r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  i n  s u c h  a r e g i o n  h a d  b e e n  m i t i g a t e d  t o  some 

e x t e n t  by t h e  f e u d a l  t y p e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  h a d  p r e v a i l e d  u p  t o  t h e  

1 8 4 0 ' s ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  and K u r d i s h  aqas h a d  b e e n  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  and  p r o t e c t i n g  t h o s e  p e a s a n t s  

o f  b o t h  r e l i g i o n s  who b e l o n g e d  t o  them.  T h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  

p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  weakened t h i s  s y s t e m  c o n s i d e r -  

a b l y ,  e n o u g h  t o  d e s t r o y  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a s  a n  a g e n t  o f  p r o -  

t e c t i o n .  The c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  was u n a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s u b s t i -  

t u t e  a n o t h e r  f o r c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  same r o l e  a s  

t h e  f e u d a l  n o t a b l e s .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  was a g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  

i n  o r d e r  a n d  t h u s  i n  s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  

P e a s a n t  a n d  c i t y  d w e l l e r .  S i n c e  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  u s u a l l y  h a d  more  
I 

P r o p e r t y  a n d  w e a l t h  t h a n  mos t  b l u s l i m s ,  t h e y  n a t u r a l l y  f e l t  t h e  

d e c l i n e  i n  s e c u r i t y  h a r d e r  t h a n  m o s t .  As o u t l i n e d  i n  p r e v i o u s  

c h a p t e r s ,  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s ,  t h e  u r b a n  

n o t a b l e s ,  and  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  d o m i n a n t  p o s i t i o n  

i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  region, p l u s  t h o  c h a o s  a n d  p o v e r t y  c a u s e d  

by t h e  war  w i t h  R u s s i a  made c o n d i t i o n s  e v e n  more  h a r s h  f o r  t h e  

A r m e n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  



What h a s  b e e n  s a i d  s o  f a r  a p p l k s  t o  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  2Jhat mus t  now b e  d e t e r m i n e d  i s  w h e t h e r  

e s p e c i a l l y  h a r d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r e v a i l e d  f o r  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  

a n d  if s o ,  w h a t  r o l e  t h e s e  circumstances p l a y e d  i n  t h e  s u b s e -  

q u e n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y .  

When t h e  c o n s u l s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

t h e y  were i n s t a n t l y  b e s i e g e d  by Armenian  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  

t h e  v i l l a g e s  and  t h e  c i t i e s  w i t h  l i s t s  o f  g r i e v a n c e s  a n d  

s u g g e s t e d  r e f o r m s .  T h e  c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  f r e -  

q u e n t l y  c o n s i s t  s i m p l y  o f  a l o n g  l i s t  of  i n c i d e n t s ,  many t imes 

m o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  i n  a r c p o r t ,  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  by Mus l ims .  T h e  l i s t s  

were u s u a l l y  s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o n s u l s  by t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

Armenian  c o m m u n i t y .  S e n t i m e n t s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  l o n g  b r e w i n g  

a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n s  h a d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  come i n t o  t h e  o p e n  d u r i n g  

t h e  R u s s i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  and  d e s p i t e  t h e  f e a r  o f  a Musl im r e a c t i o n ,  

many A r m e n i a n s  were d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p r e s s  t h e i r  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  

B r i t i s h .  

B e s i d e s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  c o n s u l s  w i t h  l i s t s  o f  a c t s  o f  

o p p r e s s i o n ,  A r m e n i a n  o f f _ i c i a l s  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i f i c  r e f o r m s  w h i c h  

t h e y  f e l t  were n e c e s s a r y  f o r  A r m e n i a n s  t o  a c c e p t  Ot toman  r u l e .  

A c o n d e n s a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e s e  r e f o r m  s u g g e s t i o n s  may p r o v i d e  

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  A r m e n i a n s '  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  

t h e  o a r l y  1 8 8 0 t s .  The f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  p e t i t i o n s  

p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s u l s  a t  Van,  E r z a r o u m ,  a n d  flush i n  1879 

a n d  18RO; 



a .  Remove K u r d s  f rom a r e a  o r  s u b j e c t  them t o  r u l e .  

b e  P l a c e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l s  on f a n a t i c a l  Muslim u l e m a .  2 

c .  G u a r a n t e e  p r o p e r t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .  

d .  F r e q u e n t  i n s p e c t i o n s  by c o n s u l s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s u l s .  

a. n o  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b a c k  t a x e s .  

f .  D i s a r m i n g  o f  K u r d s  a n d  C i r c a s s i a n s .  

g. T r i b a l  s y s t e m  e n d e d ,  w i t h  t r i b e s m e n  d i s p s r s e d  and  f o r c e d  t o  
a d o p t  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

h .  Payment  f o r  s u p p l i e s  g i v e n  d u r i n g  w a r .  

i .  E q u a l  v o i c e  i n  c o u r t s .  

j e  No g r a t u i t o u s  work f o r  c i v i l  o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s .  

k. Remove K u r d s  f r o m  a l l  Armenian  v i l l a g e s .  

1. I n f l u x  o f  Muslim r e f u g e e s  h a l t e d .  

m .  E x i l e  o f  K u r d i s h  a= i n  r e g i o n .  3 - 
It c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  A r m e n i a n s  saw t h e m s e l v e s  

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  t w o  t y p e s  o f  m a l a d i e s ,  o n e  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  o n e  r a t h e r  

f a r - r e a c h i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  d e s i r e  t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  

r a v a g e s  o f  war and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  

t ime t o  a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s  and a l t e r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a l a n c e  o f  

power  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T o  t h e m ,  t h e  a r e a  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  i n  a  s t a t e  

o f  f l u x  i n  1 8 8 0  w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  when t h i n g s  - 
'1t i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  many oP t h e  A r m e n i a n s 8  

s u g g a s t i o n s  f o r  r e f o r m s  t h i s  m a t t e r  was u s u a l l y  f i r s t  and was  
a l ~ a y s  m e n t i o n e d ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  c o n s u l ' s  own r e p o r t s  i t  was s e l d o m  
m e n t i o n e d .  

3 ~ l a y t o n ,  L e t t e r  a d r e s s e d  by A r m e n i a n s  o f  Van, 2 2 0  o f  1 4  
November 1 8 8 0 ,  F.O., 424 /107 .  P r e c i s  o f  a  P a p e r  P r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
i m p e r i a l  C o m m i s s i o ~ e r s  by t h e  A r m e n i a n s  o f  mush,  2 6 8  o f  1 8 8 0 ,  
F.O., 424/106.  



a g a i n  s n t t l e d  t h e y  m i g h t  v a r y  w e l l  e n d  u p  on t o p  o r  a t  l e a s t  

i n  a  s s c u r a  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  K u r d s  a n d  Musl im n o t a b l e s .  

I n  a way i t  was  a n  a l l  o r  n o t h i n g  g a m b l e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  many 

A r m e n i a n s  s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  w i t n e s s i n g  a  f o r m  o f  'Mus l im 

r e v i v a l v  s i n c e  1872 and  h a d  c o m p r o m i s e d  t h e i r  a l r e a d y  d e l i c a t e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e i r  Muslim n e i g h b o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  R u s s i a n  

o c c u p a t i o n .  

T h e  A r m e n i a n s '  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  s i t u a t i o n ,  

w h i l e  i n  mos t  c a s e s  v a l i d ,  were h a r d l y  a  c l a i m  t o  s p e c i a l  

t r e a t m e n t  s i n c e  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  i n  C h a p t e r  F o u r  t h a t  t h e  

K u r d i s h  t r i b e s m e n  a n d  p e a s a n t s  s u f f e r e d  a s  much a n d  p r o b a b l y  

m o r e  t h a n  t h e i r  Armenian  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  

r e g i o n  Armenian  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  s e v e r e l y  t r e a t e d  by t h e  K u r d s ,  b u t  

u s u a l l y  n o t  o n  r e l i g i o u s  o r  r a c i a l  g r o u n d s  b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  

t h e  A r m e n i a n s  h a d  g e n e r a l l y  s u r v i v e d  t h e  war  y e a r s  i n  much 

v i a b l e  g o v e r n i n g  f o r c e  t h e  l a w  o f  s u p p l y  a n d  demand o p e r a t e d  

f r e e l y ,  w i t h  n o  b o t h e r s o m e  e x c h a n g e  o f  money t o  h i n d e r  i t .  h a d  

t h i n g s  r e m a i n e d  s t a t i c  a f t e r  1879 t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  would  h ~ v e  

u n d o u b t e d l y  g rown much w o r s e ,  a s  i n  f a c t  i t  d i d  i n  some 

i s o l a t e d  a r e a s ,  a n d  l i f e  m i g h t  h a v e  become l i t e r a l l y  ' i n t o l e r a b l e v  

f o r  t h e  A r m e n i a n  peasantry, b u t  o n c e  g o v e r n m e n t  was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  

a r e a s o n a b l e  l e v e l  o r  o r d e r  c o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d .  

One o f  t h e  more  c o n s i s t e n t  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was  t h e  payment  oC t h e  m i l i t a r y  e x e m p t i o n  

t a x .  The t a x  was  l o v i e d  on t h e  e n t i r e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  



a  t o w n  o r  v i l l a g e ,  u s u a l l y  f i v o  t h o u s a n d  p i a s t r e s  p e r  o n e  

h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y  men. I n  t h e  t o w n s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  

a r r a n g c d  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  t a x  s o  t h a t  t h e  more  w e a l t h y  

p a i d  t h e  g r e a t e r  s h a r e .  I n  t h e  v i l l a g o  t h e  s y s t e m  was l e s s  

e q u i t a b l e  s i n c e  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  v i l l a g e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  t a x  

v i l l a g e  was u s u a l l y  a b o u t  f i f t y  p i a s t r e s  p e r  h e a d  a n d  a man w i t h  

a  l a r g e  f a m i l y  would  b e a r  a  h e a v y  b u r d e n .  

T h c  A r m e n i a n s  saw t h e  t a x  a s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a n d  a n  u n d u e  

h a r d s h i p ,  b u t  e v e n  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o u l d  f i n d  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  

g r i e v a n c e ,  As o n e  Ambassador  s a i d  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ' s  

r e p o r t  or1 t h e  s u b j e c t  t 

" A f t e r  r e a d i n g  rcr. S h i p l e y ' s  s e c o n d  d e s p a t c h ,  I c a n n o t  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e  on t h i s  s c o r e  i s  a v e r y  
s e r i o u s  o n e ,  a s  t h e  t a x ,  a l t h o u g h  h i g h e r  t h a n  i t  
f o r m e r l y  w a s ,  o n l y  a m o u n t s  t o  f i f t y  p i a s t r e s  a year ,  
a n d ,  a s  t h e  - V a l i  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Eire 
S h i p l e y ,  t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d u l y  s e v e r e  when 
c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h o  l o n g  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  i m p o s e d  on  M ~ s s u l r n a n s . " ~  

Along t h e s e  same  l i n e s ,  some o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  

A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  f r a n k l y  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  

c o n s u l s  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  C o n s u l  

C h e r m s i d e ,  urho s e l d o m  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t s ,  s a i d  t h a t  

i n  somc c a s e s  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  " i n c l i n e d  t o  g r o s s l y  e x a g g e r a t e  

t h n i r  s p e c i a l  g r i ~ v a n c e s ,  a n d  t o  m a g n i f y  u n r e a s o n a b l y  o r  t r u m p  
.L -.--- - 

' ~ a r n h n m ,  K h a r p u t ,  t o  G o s c h e n ,  1 8 2  o f  7 O c t o b e r  1 8 8 0 ,  F.0 ., 
424 /107 .  

 onor, or, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  t o  G r e y ,  51 o f  1 6  A p r i l  1 9 0 7 ,  
F O  424 /212 .  A 2  * 



u p  c a s e s  of  o u t r a g e  o r  oppression." 6 

Another  theme common t o  many Armenians even i n  t h i s  e a r l y  

~ n r i o d  was t h a t  t h o  qovernment ,  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  with t h e  Ku rds ,  

was s e t t i n g  o u t  on  a  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c y  o f  e x t e r m i n a t i o n .  We 

s h a l l  examine t h i s  i d e a  i n  more d e t a i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  

when i t  g a i n e d  more c r e d i b i l i t y .  C o n s u l  C l a y t o n  n o t e d  i n  1880 

t h a t  " T h e r e  i s  pe rhaps ,  however ,  somet imes a  t endency  w i t h  t h e  

Armen ians  t o  i m p u t e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  e v i l  m o t i v e  o f  a  d e s i r e  t o  

d e s t r o y  o r  d r i v e  o u t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  when t h e r e  i s  no  r e a l  

e v i d e n c e  o f  more t h a n  a p a t h y  and ~ o r r u p t i o n . ~ ?  T h i s  r a t h e r  

a s t u t e  s t a t e m e n t  seems much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t r u t h  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  

t h a n  most  o t h e r  judgements  on  ~ a m i d i a n  p o l i c y  made by 

C o n t e m p o r a r i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  and i s  bo rn  o u t  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  government  t o o k  e x t e n s i v e  s t e p s  i n  1879 t o  u r g e  t h e  Armenians 

n o t  t o  m i g r a t n  t o  ~ u s s i a . '  The Armenians were t o o  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  

From what  h a s  been s a i d  t h u s  f a r  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g s  o f  Armenian n a t i o n a l i s t ,  o r  s e p a r a t i s t ,  a c t i v i t y  i n  

t h e  1880 's  d i d  n o t  s p r i n g  f rom any sudden d r a s t i a  change f o r  t h e  

wo rse  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  e a s t e r n  ~ n a t o l i a . '  W h i l e  l i f e  was h a r d  i n  - 
6 ~ h a r m s i d e  t o  Goschen, 37 o f  6 J u l y  1880, - F.O.. 424/107. 

7 ~ l a y t o n  t o  Gaschen, 130 o f  20 August  1880, F.O., 424/107. 

% l a y t o n  t o  T r o t t e r ,  9 o f  21 ~ o v e m b e r  1879, F.O., 424/106. 

' yhe thn r  t h n  movement begun b y  somc Armenians i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  
s h o u l d  bc c a l l n d  n a t i o n a l i s t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  n o t  
P r c p n r d  t o  answer i n  d e t a i l .  T h n r e  had been a ' c u l t u r a l  
awaken inq '  w i t h i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty ,  i n s p i r ~ d  by  F r e n c n  
m i s s i n n a r i n s ,  Armenians s t u d y i n g  i n  Ru3s ia ,  and c o n t a c t  w i t h  
w e s t e r n  n a t i o n n l i s r n s  by  some Armenians,  b u t  n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m e n t  



1873 and 1880, i t  was h a r d  f o r  anyone who was n o t  w e a l t h y ,  

and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was b y  1981 and 1882 once a g a i n  p a r t i a l l y  

stabilized. The r o o t s  oP Armenian d i s c o n t e n t  must r a t h e r  be 

s o u g h t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  e n t i r n  r a n g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Ot toman h i s t o r y .  Tho war w i t h  R u s s i a ,  t h e  

h a r d s h i p s  o f  i t s  a f t e r m a t h ,  and t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a c t e d  

as a c a t a l y s t  f o r  c o r t a i n  f o r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Armen ian  communi ty  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w h i c h  had  been 

d e v e l o p i n g  f o r  many y e a r s .  The s o c i a l i s t  movement i n  Europe ,  

I t a l i d n  and German u n i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  

and e q u a l i t y ' i n  t h e  Ot toman E m p i r e  had  a l l  worked  t o  c r e a t e  a 

g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  Armen ian  communi ty  who w a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  

P r e s s  f o r  e i t h e r  indeppndence,  autonomy, o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  

m e a n i n q f u l  r e f o r m s .  The d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  o f  1880  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  H a m i d i a n  government  s e r v e d  t o  b r i n g  m a t t e r s  t o  a  head  i n  t h e  

1 8 8 0 ' s .  

PART I1 

E v i d e n c e  o f  a  change w i t h i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty  o f  

E a s t e r n  A n a t o l i o  began t o  a c c u m u l a t e  as e a r l y  as 1879. The most  

o b v i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  were t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
--- --- - .- 
UJas i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  o n l y  an e l i t e  i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty .  
' d h i l e  mos t  Armen ians  were  aware  o f  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y ,  
m a i n l y  because  o f  t , h e i r  membersh ip  i n  t h e  m i l l e t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
most  o f  t h e  villagers spoke  o n l y  T u r k i s h  o r  K u r d i s h  and had  o n l y  
3 c u r s o r y  k n n w l c d q p  OF t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  began t o  change i n  
thp l a t t c r  h a l f ?  o f  the n i n e t e a n t h  c e n t u r y  as t u o s t e r n i z e d  anrJ 
n n t i n n ? l i s t  A ~ m a n i n n s  bagan t o  s p r r a d  e d u c a t i o n  among t h e  
v i l l n s e r s ,  h u t  n a t i o n a l i s t  s ~ n t i m ~ n t  r e m a i n e d  c o n f i n e d  t o  an  
~ l i t p - ~ r o u ~  t h r ~ u q h n u t  t h e  t l a m i d i a n  p e r i o d .  



R r i t i s h  c o n s u l s ,  many o f  whom wore shown t o  t h e  Ot toman o f f i c i a l s  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n n p l c  and t h e  provinces. These r e p o r t s  were o b v i o u s l y  

t h e  r r s u l t  o f  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  bottueen t h o  c o n s u l s  and l o c a l  

A rmcn ians  and were  t h u s  R m i r r o r  o f  Armenian f e e l i n g .  More s e r i o u s  

t o  t h n  Ottomans, howcvs r ,  were t h e  g r o w i n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  R u s s i a n -  

A rmnn ian  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  war .  

A t  f i r s t  t h e  R u s s i a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was 

focused  on  r e l i g i o n ,  w i t h  Russ ian-Armen ian  a g e n t s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

l o c a l  Armen ian  g r o u p s  i n  Van, u r g i n g  them t o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  

a d m i t t a n c e  t o  t h e  Greek Or thodox  Church,  t h u s  coming  u n d e r  

R u s s i a n  p r o t ~ c t i o ~ . ' ~  Such a  p e t i t i o n  was c i r c u l a t e d  i n  Van i n  

1879 and i t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have  g a t h e r e d  o v e r  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  

s i g n a t u r e s .  By t h e  f a l l  o f  1880 t h i s  a c t i v i t y  had  e v o l v e d  i n t o  

g u n - r u n n i n g  w i t h  Armen ians  f rom R u s s i a  s l i p p i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  

b o r d e r  and l e a v i n g  t h e i r  weapons wi th  l o c a l  g r o u p s  i n  Van and 

E rze roum.  A t  t h e  snmR t i m e ,  t h e  c o n s u l s  began t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  

Armenian t e a c h e r s  i n  t h o  r e g i o n  were s p r e a d i n g  i d e a s  o f  " s e l f  

d e f e n c e  and i n s u r r e c t i o n w  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  and commun i t i es .  
11 

T h c r c  n o r e  an  ~ s t i m a t c d  one hund red  R u s s i a n  Armenians i n  Van 

r e v o l t ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  own a s s i s t a n c e  b u t  t h a t  o f  armed, o r g a n i z e d  

A rmen ian  g r o u p s  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r .  
12  

1 0 ~ l n y t o n ,  Van, t o  T r o t t e r ,  13 o f  22 November 1879, F.D., 
424 / l u6 .  

- .  . 
" ~ v o r p t t ,  Van, t o  T r o t t e r ,  3 5  o f  27 December 1880, F.U., 

', 4 7 4 / l n 7 .  



T h o  O t t o m a n s  were w o l l  i n f o r m e d  o f  a l l  t h e s e  developments, 

i n  f a c t  t h e y  wcrs o v c P r - i n f o r m e d  s i n c e  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  

t e n d e d  t o  g r o s s l y  e x a q g c r a t e  e a c h  i n s t a n c e  o f  A r m e n i a n  

b o l l i g e r r n c y  o r  s e d i t i o n ,  b o t h  o u t  o f  f e a r  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  

s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  a n y  t r o u b l e  t h e n  a s s u m e d  g r e a t  c o n s e q u e n c e .  T h e  

b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  d i s t r u s t  w h i c h  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  h a d  e n g e n d e r e d  i n  

t h e  l o c a l  b l u s l i m s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  was  o n l y  e x a c e r b a t e d  by t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e s e  f e e l i n g s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  b u t  b e  

c a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s  w h i c h  were o p e r a t i n g  a t  

t h i s  t ime .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  were g e a r e d  t o  t h e  

l o c a l  l n v e l ,  d e m a n d i n g  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  j u s t  a t  a t ime  when 

many K u s l i m s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  were s e e i n g  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  a s  a t h r e a t  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  R a t h e r  t h a n  s p u r r i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o n  t o  s u p p o r t  m e a n i n g f u l  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  h o p e  

o f  a p p e a s i n g  A r m e n i a n  d i s c o n t e n t ,  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  h a d  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  e f f e c t .  S i n c e  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  e v e r  h a d  a n y  i n t e n t i o n  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  m e a n i n g f u l '  

r e f o r m s  i n  t h g  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n s '  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

R u s s i a n s  s e r v e d  o n l y  t o  p r o v i d ~  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  i n a c t i o n .  

T h e  A r m e n i a n  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  was d i s o r g a n i z e d  a n d  

v i r t u a l l y  l o a d e r l e s s ,  p r e - d a t i n g  t h c  f o r m a t i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r ~  

p a r t i e s  o r  s o c i r t i e s  by s n v e r a l  y e a r s .  i 3 e l i n v i n g  i n  t h e  r e a l i t y  

o r  f u t u r e  R u s s i a n  i n t p r v c n t i o n ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n  a c t i v i s t s  o f  t h e  

1 g 7 9 - f l 3  p a r i o d  ruerc q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  s c r i o u s  when t h e y  t a l k e d  o f  

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  t w o  y p a r s  a n d  t h o  l a c k  o f  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a i d  f r o m  



w e s t e r n  ~ u r 0 ~ e . l ~  T h e i r  s p o k e s m e n  w o r e  a b l e  t o  c o n v i n c e  c o n s u l  

E v e r o t t  t h a t  r 

" I t  may bo t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  d o  n o t  
i n t e n d  t o  r e m a i n  much l o n g e r  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  
T h e  e x t r e m e  l i m i t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  me a s  t w o  
y s a r s ,  and  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  
P o w e r s .  I t ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t i m e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  
t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e a r  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  t a k e  them a s  l o n g  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  
e f f o r t  w h i c h  s h a l l  f r c e  them f r o m  t h e  T u r k i s h  yoke . . .  . " 1 4  

b J h i l e  t h i s  s e n t i m e n t  may h a v e  b e e n  s i m p l y  i m p a r t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s u l s  

t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  B r i t i s h  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  i t  

was  more  l i k e l y  t h e  t r u e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  n a i v e t e  o f  many o f  

t h e  e a r l y  i d e a l i s t i c  a n d  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  Armenian  a c t i v i s t s .  

N i t h  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  w h i c h  was  

c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  by l a t e  1 8 8 0 ,  and  s t e a d y  p r o p a g a n d a  f r o m  R u s s i a n  

A r m e n i a n s ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i s t  g r o u p s  i n c r e a s e d .  

I n  D e c e m b ~ r  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  p r o s p e e o u s  and  p e a c e f u l  c i t y  

o f  S i v a s  t h e r e  was  a n  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  was  s o o n  c l a s s e d  a r i o t  by 

b o t h  O t t o m a n  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  c o n s u l s .  F o r  r e a s o n s  w h i c h  mus t  

a b o u t  f i v e  h u n d r e d  A r m e n i a n s ,  men and b o y s ,  s t o n e d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  

t h e  - v a l i  a n d  c a r r i e d  o u t  m a r c h e s ,  mass  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  T h e  v a l i ,  e v i d e n t l y  e x t r e m e l y  

u n p o p u l a r  w i t h  b o t h  C h r i s t i a n s  and  A u s l i m s ,  i m p r i s o n e d  t h i r t y  
----. 

I 3 ~ h e  i l u s s i a n s  r e m a i n e d  p u b l i c l y  f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  
A r m e n i n n  a u t o n o m y  i n  t h r :  Ot toman  E m p i r e  u n t i l  1 9 8 3 .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  
t h p y  b c q a n  t o  d r a w  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e  d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  
2nd h p o i n  s e r i o u s  n p p l i c a t i n n  o f  ' ~ u s s i f i c a t i o n '  i n  t h e i r  own 
A r m e n i a n  a r e a s .  A n d e r s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  P *  254 .  

I 4 ~ v e r c t t  t o  T r o t t e r ,  2 o f  25 J u n o  1 8 8 0 ,  - F.u., 424/107.  



1 5  
A r m e n i a n s  and h o l d  thom w i t h o u t  t r i a l .  Ldhile u n i m p o r t a n t  i n  

i t s e l f ,  t h e  i n c i d ~ j n t  was s o o n  f a m o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  and 

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l s  a n d  was h a i l e d  by Mus l ims  and  many A r m e n i a n s  

a s  t h o  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a r e v o l u t i o n .  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  S i v a s  i n c i d e n t  and  o t h e r s  

o f  a  s m a l l e r  b u t  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ,  many o f  w h i c h  w e r a  f i c t i o n a l ,  was 

t y p i c a l l y  l i g h t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

was v e r y  h i g h .  S t r i c t  o r d e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  v i l a y e t  o f f i c i a l s  

by t h e  P o r t e .  T h e y  w e r e  t o  w a t c h  t h o  movements  o f  A r m e n i a n s  

c l o s e l y ,  e x a m i n e  a l l  s c h o o l  b o o k s ,  p r o h i b i t  t h e  s a l e  o f  p i c t u r e s  

o f  a n c i e n t  A r m e n i a n  k i n g s ,  p r e v e n t  a l l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  a n a t i o n a l  

n a t u r e ,  and d i s p e r s e  a l l  m e e t i n g s  and  a s s e m b l i e ~ . ' ~  T h i s  a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Armenian  a c t i v i t y  a t  

t h i s  p o i n t  was  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  s p o n t a n e o u s .  T h e r e  w e r e  few 

o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p s  o f  a g i t a t o r s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a t  w h i c h  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  s t r i k e ,  s o  i t  a imed  a t  wha t  i t  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  

t h ~  r o o t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .  

T h e  o p t i m i s m  i n  t h e  Armenian  communi ty  i n  t h e  p o s t - w a r  

y e a r s  h a d  b r o u q h t  many a c t i v i t i e s  and i d e a s  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  w h i c h  

h a d  u n d o u b t e d l y  b e e n  g e r m i n a t i n g  f o r  many y e a r s .  Y e e t i n g s  w e r e  

h e l d  i n  c i t i e s  s u c h  a s  v a n  on Armenian  n a t i o n a l  a n n i v e r s a r i e s ,  

and s o  o n ,  a t  w h i c h  i n f l a m m a t o r y  and f r e q u e n t l y  s e d i t i o u s  

s p e ~ c h e s  w e r e  made.  ~ o s t  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  was c e n t e r e d  i n  Van,  - ------- -- -- 
1 S i 3 i c h n r d s ,  S i v a s ,  t o  G o s c h e n ,  1 1  o f  27 December  1 8 8 0 ,  

F 0 424 /122 .  A '-9 

l 6 ~ v P r r t t ,  E r z n r n u m ,  t o  T r o t t n r ,  70 o f  18 March 1 8 8 1 ,  
0 .. t 424 /122 .  T h p s r  moves  i n d i c a t e  more a w a r s n e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  

on  f h ~  p a r t ,  o f  t h o  Ot,tomc?ns t h a n  many ~ r ~ o u l d  g i v e  t h e m .  



t h e  a r e a  c l n s o s t  t o  H u s s i a n  i n f l u e n c e  and  w i t h  t h o  h e a v i e s t  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  A r m e n i a n s .  As c o n s u l  C l a y t o n ,  n e v e r  v e r y  

f r i e n d l y  t o w a r d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h o  A r m e n i a n s ,  s a i d 1  

" T h s y  h a v e  t a k e n  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  f l a u n t i n g  
t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t y  i n  m e e t i n g s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  and s o n g s ,  
T h e r e  was  no  a c t u a l  d i s l o y a l t y  i n  mos t  c a s e s  i n  t h i s ,  
b u t  i t  was  u n r e a s o n a b l e ,  when t h e  Government  was i n  
g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s u s p i c i o u s ,  and i n  
some c a s e s  l a n q u a q e  was  c e r t a i n l y  u s e d  g i v i n g  some 
r e a l  g r o u n d s  f o r  d i s t r u s t . " l 7  

I n  o n e  i n s t a n c e  i n  Van t h e  v a l i  a s k e d  t h a t  a  m e e t i n g  be  d i s p e r s e d  - 
a n d  t h o  A r m e n i a n s  o p e n l y  r e f u s e d  u n l e s s  h e  i s s u e d  a  d i r e c t  o r d e r ,  

w h i c h  h o  s v b s e q u e n t l y  d i d  .la Tho O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s e l d o m  

l i k e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  this t y p e  o f  s i t u a t i o n ,  

p r e f e r r i n g  t o  s e t t l e  m a t t e r s  u n d e r  more  a m i a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

b u t  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a  o p p r e s i v e -  

n e s s  o f  Ot toman  s o c i ~ t y .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  o f  Armenian  p o l i t i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  

a c t i v i t y  i t  was n o t  s o  much t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  w h i c h  

l e d  t o  h ~ i g h t e ~ e d  t e n s i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  I n  a 

s i t u a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h a t  i n  S i v a s ,  w i t h  a n  u n p o p u l a r  ,m, t h e  

A r m e n i a n s  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  t o  r i s e  u p  and s t o n e  h i s  h o u s e .  I n  Van 

t h e y  demanded  t h e  v a l i  f o l l o w  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  l a w  r a t h e r  t h a n  - 
s i m p l y  a c c e p t  h i s  o r d e r s  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  d e f e r e n c e .  D e s p i t e  a  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  t o l c r n n c e  t o w a r d  ' p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Book' i n  I s l a m i c  -- - 
1 7 ~ l a y t o n ,  Van,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  26 o f  2 7  J u n e  1 8 8 1 ,  F.O., 

4 ? / r / l 2 3 ,  

" ~ l o ~ t o n ,  "an, t o  ~ r o t t e r ,  1 2 1  o f  3 0  A u g u s t  1 8 8 1 ,  F * U * ,  
424 /123 .  



s o c i e t y ,  t h e y  were e x p e c t e d  t o  r o c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  

o s s c n t i a l l y  s c c o n d  c l a s s  citizens. As l o n g  a s  t h i s  was c l e a r ,  

relations b e t w e e n  members o f  t h e  t w o  r e l i g i o n s  w e r a  g e n e r a l l y  

q o o d ,  b u t  i f  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  o r  w o r s e  s t i l l  a  g r o u p  o f  t h e m ,  b o g a n  

t o  a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e n  c l e a r l y  t h e  t i m e  h a d  come f o r  a c t i o n  

t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  b a l a n c e ,  

T h i s  e a r l y  Armenian  a c t i v i t y  was  t o  c u l m i n a t e  i n  E r z e r o u m  

i n  1882  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a n  o r g a n i z e d  c o n s p i r a c y  among 

t h e  A r m e n i a n s  o f  t h a t  c i t y ,  s u p p o r t e d  by g r o u p s  i n  R u s s i a  a n d  

Van,  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  

A r m e n i a n s  w e r Q  b e c o m i n g  more  o r g a n i z s d  was e v i d e n t  e a r l i e r  i n  

1 8 8 2  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a n  o a t h  t a k e n  by s e v e r a l  members of  

t h o  Armenian  G r e g o r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  E r z e r o u m r  

" I  s w e a r  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Most  ~ o l y  T r i n i t y ,  a n d  on  
my h o n o u r ,  t h a t  1 w i l l  d o  a l l  I c a n  f o r  my n a t i o n ' s  
f r e e d o m ,  a n d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  s p a r e  my- 
s e l f .  I f  I f a i l  i n  my d u t y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  p r o m i s e  t h e  
h i g h e s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c u t  my l i f e  
f r o m  t h i s  ~ o r l d . ~ ~ ~  

Tho  o a t h  was  p a r t  o f  a n  i n t r i c a t e  c e l l - t y p e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  

c i t y ,  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  be d e t e r m i n e d .  

T h e  f e a r  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a s e c r e t ,  w e l l -  

o r g a n i z e d  p l o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e ,  p l u s  t h e  r e a l  f e a r  i n  t h e  

sumf le r  and  f a l l  o f  1Fji32 t h a t  war v ~ i t h  R u s s i a  was i m m i n e n t ,  made 

more  s o v p r e . 2 0  \!fhon t h e  p l o t  was  u n c o v e r e d  i t  was  t h o r o u g h l y  
.---. - 

1 9 ~ v n r e t t ,  E r z ~ r o u m ,  t o  D u f f e r i n ,  36  o f  3 J a n u a r y  1 8 8 2 ,  
F.n m / 1 3 2 ,  d.) 

7 0 ~ u n r o t t ,  E r z e r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  1 1 3  o f  1 9  A u g u s t  1 0 0 2 ,  
F 0 4 2 4 / 1 3 2 ,  -<' 



suppressed,  many Armenians b e i n g  k i l l e d  and o t h e r s ,  many n o t  

even  i n v o l v n d ,  wero s e n t  t o  p r i s o n  w i t h o u t  t r i a l .  The e v e n t s  

i n  Erzeroum had r e p e r c u s s i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w i t h  

C h r i s t i a n s  b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  c o u n c i l s  and o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  

w i t h o u t  p r e t e x t  .21 Armenian d i s c o n t e n t  was f o r c e d  u n d e r g r o u n d  

f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 t s  and when i t  emerged a g a i n  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s  i t  was a m a t u r e  and changed f o r c e .  

PART I I 

Any movemant f o r  Armenian autonomy o r  independence was 

f a t e d  t o  s u f f e r  f r o m  many s p l i t s  and f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  

Armen ian  communi ty ,  even moro t h a n  Ot toman s u p p r e s s i o n .  The most 

o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m  t h e y  f a c e d  was t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Armenians w i t h i n  t h e  Emp i re ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  wh i ch  was t h a t  i n  n o  

v i l a y e t  and i n  o n l y  a  few o f  t h e  a a n d j a k s  were t h e y  i n  t h e  

m a j o r i t y .  Armenian n a t i o n a l i s t  w r i t e r s  g o t  a round t h i s  h a n d i c a p  

by  i n  e f f e c t  r e f u s i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t r i b a l  Ku rds  as r e s i d e n t s ,  

b u t  t h i s  argument  wou ld  h a r d l y  have  p r e v e n t e d  a  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  

be tween t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  if t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s '  g o a l s  had  been 

a c h i e v e d .  

Even more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n ,  were t h e  

r e l i g i o u s ,  c l a s s ,  ahd i d e o l o g i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  communi ty .  

i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s .  T h e r e  was a s m a l l ,  w e s t e r n i z e d  F r o t e s t a n t  g r o u p  
--- - 

" ~ v p r e t t ,  E r z r r o u m ,  t o  T r o t t e r ,  13 o f  19 August  1882, 
F O  a t  424/152, 



OF Armen ians  who had l i t t l o  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

movement and were h e a r t i l y  d i s l i k e d  by v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  

Armanians.  The m a i n  oppnnon ts  o f  t h e  G r e g o r i a n s  Mere t h e  C a t h o l i c  

Armenians.  The l a t t e r  made u p  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  

Armen ians  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  and h e l d  most  

o f  t h n  government  a p p o i n t m e n t s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  Armenians by  t h e  

Ot tomans.  The C a t h o l i c s  were f o r  r e f o r m  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  b u t  were more conce rned  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  t o  

see  t o  i t  t h a t  a l l  power w i t h i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty  d i d  n o t c L  

el 
P r o s p e r e d  u n d e r  Ot toman r u l e  and were a n x i o u s  f o r  n i e t h e r  

autonomy n o r  a u s s i a n  d o m i n a t i o n .  

B e f o r e  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  Armenian m i l l e t  

i n  1860, i t  had  been d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  c l e r g y ,  b o t h  G r e g o r i a n  and 

C a t h o l i c ,  and t h e  w e a l t h y  Armenian bus inessmen and banke rs .  

D u r i n g  t h e  T a n z i m a t  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  a g i t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  

m i l l &  f rom what  c a n  be r o u g h l y  c a l l e d  ' m i d d l e  c l a s s '  Armen ians  
__L- 

f o r  r e f o r m  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  more r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  \ 

the13 w i t h i n  t h e  m i l l e t .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1860 was a t r i u m p h  

f o r  t h i s  l a y  c l emen t  in t h e  c i t i e s  s i n c e  i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e t h r o n e d  

t h e  c l e r g y ,  g i v i n g  them o n l y  t w e n t y  s e a t s  o u t  o f  one hund red  and 

f o r t y  i n  t h e  new Assembly.  22 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  and t h e  assembly  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  c r e a t e d  

a n o t h e r  s o r i o u s  s p l i t  i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  i t  

b r o t i g h t  a n o t h e r  s p l i t  i n t o  t h e  open. E i g h t y  o f  t h e  members o f  
_I_- 

- 



t h e  Assembly  w e r e  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  w h i l a  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r  w e r e  t o  b e  c h o s e n  by t h e  Armenian  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l i e s  

i n  t h e  v i l a y n t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  u r b a n  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  

b a n k e r s ,  and s o  o n .  C o n t r o l  o f  t h a  m i l l e t  h a d  p a s s e d  f r o m  t h e  

c l e r g y  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  A r m e n i a n s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  and t h o  

c i t i e s ,  n f o t h e r  o f  w h i c h  h a d  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s . 2 3  T h e  new l e a d e r s h i p  

saw m o s t  o f  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  s o l v e d  by t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and w e r e  

t h u s  n o t  a v e r s e  t o  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  Armenian  m i l l e t .  

A p o l o g i s t s  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and K a r x i s t  w r i t e r s  i n  

g e n e r a l  who a r e  e a g e r  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e o r i e s  o f  c l a s s  struggle(., 

P o i n t  t o  t h i s  s p l i t  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  

m o s t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  

T h e  p e a s a n t s ,  i t  i s  a s s u m e d ,  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  j o i n  t h e  c a u s e ,  b u t  

t h e  A r m e n i a n  m i d d l e  and u p p e r  c l a s s e s  were s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

s t a t u s  q u o  a n d  saw r e v o l u t i o n  o r  au tonomy a s  a  d a n g e r  t o  t h e i r  

P o s i t i o n .  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s ?  o n e  w r i t e r  s a y s r  

" I t  was t h i s  m i n o r i t y  l e g i t i m i z e d  by t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
and  t h o  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Assembly ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  a  
p o i u o r f u l  a p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement and 
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h ~  i n t e r i o r  p e a s a n t r y  i n  g e n e r a l .  
W h i l e  t h e  p a a s a n t ,  w h i c h  h a d  n o t h i n g  b u t  m i s e r y ,  c o u l d  
l o s e  l i t t l e  and  g a i n  much f r o m  a  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  
b n u r q e o i s i e  c o u l d  q a i n  o n l y  a l i t t l e  f rom e m a n c i p a t i o n  
( s i n c e  t h e y  a l r e a d y  c o ; . t r o l l e d  much o f  T u r k e y ' s  w e a l t h )  

2 3 w ~ h n  ~ ~ b a n  m i n o r i t y ,  w i t h  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  way o f  l i f e  and 
d i f f e r e n t  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
. . . .On c v e r y  i s s u ~  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  who were t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  
A r m e n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  u r b a n  
m i n o r i t y . "  I b i d . ,  p .  4 6 .  



and had  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  l o s e  f r o m  an  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  
w h i c h  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  wou ld  become endangered . " g p  

T h i s  argument  appea rs  p e r f e c t l y  sound, s i n c e  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  

d i d  h a v e  a  v e s t o d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t a t u s  quo and d i d  wo rk  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  dependent  

upon  a n o t h e r  , more u n r e l i a b l e ,  p r e m i s e .  $ h e t h e r  t h e  p e a s a n t s  

wan ted  a  r e v o l u t i o n ,  wou ld  have  b e n e f i t e d  f rom one, o r  were 

even  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  one, i s  s e r i o u s l y  open t o  

q u e s t i o n .  I t  h a s  been p r e v i o u s l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

t h a t  o f  t h e  Kurd ,  was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n b e a r a b l e .  W h i l e  u n d o u b t e d l y  

s u f f e r i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f rom d i s c r i m y f i n a t i o n  and s p o r a d i c  o p p r e s s i o n ,  

h i s  l i f e  h a d  c o m p e n s a t i n g  f a c t o r s .  g e s i d e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  

i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  autonomy, w h i c h  h a s  been d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e r e  

is l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Armenian p e a s a n t r y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  

ware  even  c l o s e  t o  a c h i e v i n g  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  d u r i n g  

t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d ,  The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement was l a r g e l y  

made u p  o f  e d u c a t e d  Armenians f rom R u s s i a  and w e s t e r n  Europe,  

Armen ians  f r o m  c i t i e s  and towns ,  and o n l y  a few o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  

A tamian ls  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Armenian communi ty  u a s  

" . . . s i m p l y  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n  and c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  truo d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposed d e f i n i t i o n s  a s  t o  what  

constituted thp w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  peop le . .  . "25 i s  r e a l l y  conce rned  



What s e n t i m e n t  t h e r e  was  among t h e  p e a s a n t s  w h i c h  t h e  

c o n s u l s  c o u l d  o b s e r v e  was  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a n n e x a t i o n  by R u s s i a ,  

s o m e t h i n g  t h e  Armenian  m i d d l e  c l a s s  was  g e n e r a l l y  a g a i n s t .  T h e  

p e a s a n t s  were c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  s e c u r i t y ,  

s o m e t h i n g  t h o  R u s s i a n s  c o u l d  mos t  p r o b a b l y  o f f e r ,  b u t  t h e  m i d d l e  

c l a s s  was  c o n c e r n e d  more  w i t h  o t h e r  t h i n g s *  A S  o n e  c o n s u l  s a i d  

o f  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  r 

" I n  T u r k e y  t h e y  h a v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m o r a l  l i b e r t y ,  
b u t  a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  o p p r e s s e d ,  i n  R u s s i a  t h e y  h a v e  
m a t e r i a l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  b u t  a r e  s l a v e s  m o r a l l y  and  
i n t s l l e ~ t u a l l y . ~ ~ ~  

I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  h e r e  t h a t  i n  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e  t h e  m i d d l e  

c l a s s  A r m e n i a n  b u s i n e s s m e n  and  h a n k e r s  w e r e  s e l d o m  o p p r e s s e d  

o r  f o r c e d  t o  s u f f e r  m a t e r i a l l y *  

T h o s e  who were members o f  o n e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t i e s  

E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m ,  t h e y  p u t  mos t  o f  t h e i r  e m p h a s i s  on a r o u s i n g  

t h e  p e a s a n t  c l a s s  a n d  on  u r g i n g  t h e  P o w e r s  t o  i n t e r v e n e  on  

b e h a l f  o f  A r m e n i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  S i n c e  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  

b a c k i n q  f r o m  t h e  ~ u p a l t h i o r  A r m e n i a n s  and  n o n e  f r o m  t h e  t h r e e  

r r l i q i n u s  h i o r n r c h i p ~ , ~ ~  t h e  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  t h e  ~ U J O  g r o u p s  was 

b o t h  c o r n p l ~ t r  a n d  b i t t e r ,  3s i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

--- -- . - -  -- 
z ~ l a y t o n  t o  T r o t t e r ,  2 o f  13 September 1 9 7 9 ,  F.O. ,  424/;1. 

2 7 N ~ l b n n d i o n ,  op .c j . t , . ,  p *  1 0 3 .  



" F o r  t e n  y e a r s  t h e y  ( ' O u r  I n t e r n a l  ~ n e m i e s ' )  a r e  
p r o p a g a n d i z i n q  u s  w i t h  ' obey  t h e  r u l e r s ' .  Who a r e  
t h e y ?  The revolutionary knows we11 i t s  m o r t a l  
enemy. I t  i s  o u r  c l e r g y ,  o u r  aghas, and o u r  p i a s t r e -  
W o r s h i p p i n g  merchan ts ,  o u r  mobs and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  
I n  u t t e r  d a g r a d a t i o n ,  t h o y  chow t h e i r  cuds  and l i v e  
i n  an  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  f l a t t e r y  and s e r v i l i t y  l i c k i n g  
t h e  b o o t s  o f  a v e r y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  T u r k i s h  f u n c t i o n a r y  
.m,.From t h i s  c l a s s  a r e  b o r n  t h e  most dangerous  
i n t e r n a l  enemies,  s p i e s ,  and t r a i t o r s .  They a r e  t h e  
s i l t  o f  t h e  Armenian n a t i o n m n 2 8  

I t  becomes e v i d e n t  t h a t  much o f  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  Armen ian  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement were n o t  i n  f a c t  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Ot tomans b u t  wBre engaged i n  a  p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r n a l  ' c l e a n s i n g '  

o f  t h e  communi ty .  The i n f i g h t i n g  and f a c t i o n a l  a t t a c k s  w h i c h  so 

P r e - o c c u p i e d  many Armen ians  were p e r h a p s  one r e a s o n  t h e  Ot toman 

govarnment  t e n d e d  t o  r e m a i n  o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h o  movement u n t i l  i t  

had f u l l y  s u r f a c e d  i n  t h e  1890 ' s .  

The f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p s  t o  be fo rmed b y  t h e  Armenians 

d i s c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  Ot toman r u l e  were p r i m a r i l y  f o r  Purposes  o f  

s e l f - d e f e n c e .  The 'De fende rs  o f  t h e  F a t h e r l a n d '  were formed i n  

E rze roum i n  1380, b u t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was d e s t r o y e d  when i t  

was d i s c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  Ot toman a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  1882. Ano the r  

t h e  Armenagans, - was fo rmed i n  Van i n  b u t  was 

h a r d l y  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b e i n g  conce rned  w i th  

e d u c a t i o n  and s e l f - d e f e n c e .  

The f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t h e  

Hun.:hakian S o c i e t y ,  formed i n  Geneva i n  1887. The ~ u n c h a k s  --- 

worn i n f l u e n c e d  by  European s o c i a l  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

-- - - 
2 A ~ \ t a m i a n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 2 4 .  



i d e a l s  and a a r l y  M a r x i s t  t h o u g h t  and w e r e  d o d i c a t e d  t o  w i n n i n g  

o v e r  t h e  Armenian  p e a s a n t s  t o  t h e i r  c a u s e .  T h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c i e t y  was  t o  " c r e a t o  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f r e e d o m  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  d e m a n d s ,  

and  t o  b e t t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i r e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c r e a t e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  1129 The H u n c h a k i a n  S o c i e t y  e m p h a s i z e d  

t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  Armenian ' r e v o l u t i o n ' ;  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  Armenia  was t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  a imed a g a i n s t  w e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s m  

and  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  

T h e  t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  H u n c h a k s  were t o  c r e a t e  a s  much d i s o r d e r  

i n  t h e  A r m e n i a n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

p r o v o k e  some t y p e  o f  f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  When t h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

c a m e ,  and  t h e y  w e r e  s u r e  i t  e v e n t u a l l y  would  come,  t h e  H u n c h a k s  

would  be r e a d y  w i t h  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v a n g u a r d  p a r t y  and  a c l a s s  

C o n s c i o u s  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e a s a n t r y . 3 0  S i n c e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

q u e s t i o n  was  o f  n e c e s s i t y  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  q u e s t i o n ,  

t h e  H u n c h a k s  w e r e  a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d r a w  K u r d i s h  and  T u r k i s h  

' w o r k e r s '  i n t o  t h e i r  movement ,  t o  fo rm a n  e v e n t u a l  i n d e p e n d e n t  

f e d e r a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a *  

W h i l e  t h e  H u n c h a k s  d i d  a c h i e v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o p u l a r i t y  

among t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  i t  w a s  moro f o r  t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  t a c t i c s  t h a n  

p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .  Some o f  t h e  H u n c h a k i a n  p o l i c i e s  w e r e  v e r y  



s u p p l i e r  o f  a r m s  and a m m u n i t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  who w i s h e d  

t o  r e s i s t  t h o  K u r d s .  Tho  e m p h a s i s  on c l a s s  h a d  l i t t l e  

r e l e v a n c e  t o  a p e a s a n t r y  w h i c h  was  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

m a t t e r s  o f  l a n d ,  w a t e r ,  s e c u r i t y ,  and o t h e r  l o c a l  a f f a i r s t  

" ~ m m e m u c h  o f  t h e  R a r x i s t  c l a s s - s t r u g g l e  t h e s i s  o f  
t h e  H u n c h a k s  was  m e a n i n g l e s s  t o  t h o  p e a s a n t r y .  T h e  
p e a s a n t r y ,  a  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a -  
t i o n ,  were h a r d l y  a  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  b e  e x p l o i t e d  by 
a  s u p e r i o r  e c o n o m i c  c l a s s  o f  i t s  own n a t i o n a l i t y .  
I n d n e d ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  i n d u s t r y  i n  T u r k e y  d i d  n o t  
p r o v i d e  t h s  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  
p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  t h e  l d a r x i s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word.  T h e  
p e a s a n t r y  was n o t  f a c e d  w i t h  e c o n o m i c  e x p l o i k a t i o n  
by t h e  A r m e n i a n  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  much a s  i t  was c o n -  
f r o n t e d  by t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  rnis- 
d i r e c t i o n ,  i m p o t e n c e  o r  o p p o s i t i ~ n . " ~ ~  

T h e  p l a c i n g  o f  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  a b o v e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  and 

r i g i d  a d h e r e n c o  t o  s o c i a l i s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  and dogma 

e v e n t u a l l y  f o r c e d  a  s p l i t  i n  t h e  p a r t y  i n  l 8 9 6 *  The 

w h i c h  w i s h e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  p a r t y ' s  d o c t r i n o  a l o n g  more  n a t i o n a l  

l i n e s  won t h e  s t r u g g l e  and s o c i a l i s m  r e c e d e d  i n t o  t h e  b a c k -  

g r o u n d  . 3 2 

T h e  H u n c h a k s  r e m a i n e d  a s m a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  w h i c h  was  

m o s t  successful i n  o r g a n i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i o n s  b u t  

s e l d o m  i n v o l v e d  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  A r m e n i a n s .  T h o  most  i m p o r t a n t  

o f  t h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o c i e t i e s  was  fo rmed  i n  1890, and  

s o o n  a c h i e v e d  r e l a t i v e l y  w i d e s p r e a d  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  

c i t i e s  and t o w n s  a n d  i n  some o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a s .  T h i s  s o c i e t y ,  



t h e  D a s h n a k t z o u t y o u n ,  was  n o m i n a l l y  s o c i a l i s t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was  --- - 
s p a r s e  e v i d e n c e  o f  i t  i n  t h e i r  p r o p a g a n d a .  T h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

w a s  n o t  o v a n  on Armenian  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  b u t  m e r e l y  on 

A r m ~ n i a n s  h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r u l e  o v e r  t h e m ~ e l v e s . ~ ~  T h e  

D a s h n a k s  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a c h i e v i n g  a s  much p o p u l a r i t y  and 

s u p p o r t  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  e n t i r e  Armenian  communi ty  and  

t h e r e f o r e  t r i e d  t o  a p p e a r  a s  ' m o d e r a t e '  a s  p o s s i b l e  c o m p a r e d  t o  

t h e i r  c h i e f  r i v a l s ,  t h o  H u n c h a k s .  T h e y  a s k e d  f o r  Armenian  p o l i t i -  

c a l  a u t o n o m y  w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  b u t  r e l i e d  on  t e r r o r i s m  a s  t h e  

means  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n c e s s i o n s  f rom t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h e  Q a s h n a k s  s u c c e s s  i n  g a i n i n g  s u p p o r t  was p r o b a b l y  a  k e y  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r e - d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  ~ u n c h a k i a n  S o c i e t y  a f t e r  1896. 

PART IV 

By 1891 t h e  A r m e n i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

were b e g i n n i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y ,  moving f r o m  o r g a n i z i n g  

t o  a c t i o n .  A l l  t h e  c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1891 

indicated a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  f e e l i n g s  o f  u n e a s i n e s s  and t e n s i o n  among 

t h e  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  t h c  M u s l i n s .  P r e s s u r e  was  b e i n g  s t e p p e d  u p  on  

A r m e n i a n s  who were u n c o m m i t t e d  a n d  t h e r e  were r u m o r s  a l l  t h r o u g h  

t h e  Musl im c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  a n  army o f  t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  t h o u s a n d  

armed A r m e n i a n s  a c r o s s  t h e  P e r s i a n  f r o n t i e r .  The word m a s s a c r e  

was common i n  c n n v e r s a t i o n s  and  i n  t h e  c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s  and 

t h e r e  were i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  many Armenian  m e r c h a n t s  were t r y i n g  

t o  e m i g r a t e  f r o m  t h e  r r g i o n .  



S o v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p r a v i o u s  Few y e a r s  h a d  a i d o d  t h e  

i n c r e a s n  i n  t e n s i o n ,  by f a r  t h e  mos t  f a m o u s  b e i n g  t h e  o n e  

i n v o l v i n g  t h e  K u r d i s h  & Mousa Boy. I n  1 8 9 0 ,  Mousa Bey k i d -  

n a p p e d  a n  Armenian  g i r l  i n  t h e  P l a i n  o f  , u s h a  The  i n c i d o n t  was 

s i e z s d  u p o n  by t h o  r c v o l u t i o n a r i s s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and o t h e r s  and 

s e v e r a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  to iuns  and v i l l a g e s  d e m a n d i n g  

j u s t i c e ,  A f t o r  F o r m a l  p r o t e s t s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  a  t r i a l  was  

h e l d  i n  w h i c h  Mousa Bey was  e a s i l y  a c q u i t t e d .  T h i s  r a t h e r  o b v i o u s  

m i s c a r r i a g e  o f  j u s t i c e  p l a y e d  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  who s p r e a d  t h e  s t o r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n .  34 

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  and  o t h e r s  l i k e  i t  w e r e  u s e d  t o  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  by 

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  who w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e g i n  i n  e a r n e s t  t h e i r  

s t r u g q l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  

I t  s o o n  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  t a c t i c  o f  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  was n o t  t o  a c t u a l l y  p r o v o k e  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  b u t  i n s t e a d  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  r e v o l t  

and  d i s o r d e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v o k e  a n  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  I f  t h e y  c o u l d  s u c c e e d  i n  c a u s i n g  a  

l a r g e  s c a l e  m a s s a c r e  o r  m a s s i v e  o p p r e s s i o n  t h e n  t h e y  were s u r e  

t h e  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s ,  w i t h  B r i t a i n  a n d  8 u s s i a  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d ,  

would  i n t e r v e n e  a n d  i m p o s e  a  s o l u t i o n  on t h e  O t t o m a n s .  I n  1 8 9 1  

a n d  1392 t h e r e  w e r e  i n c i d e n t s  p r o v o k e d  by b o t h  Hunchak and  

Q a s h n a k  g r o u p s  i n  Van, r:ush, E r z a r o u m ,  K h a r p u t ,  D i a r b e k i C ,  A r a b k i r ,  - 
and  E q i n  a r e a s .  T h a  O t t o m a n  r e a c t i o n  was s u i f t  i n  e a c h  c a s e  and 

3 4 ~ i t a  J e r r e h i a n ,  "The  Outcome o f  t h o  C o n g r e s s  o f  E e r l i n " ,  
Armenian liovieur, n n .  8, O c t o b e r  1 9 5 5 ,  p ,  66, -- - 



by 1893 t h e  r o v o l u t i o n a r i o s  w e r a  f o r c o d  t o  move t o  t h e  S i v a s  

a r e a  a n d  p r o v o k e  i n c i d e n t s  among t h e  more  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  l e s s  

n u m e r o u s  A r m n n i a n s  t h e r e .  

I n  t h e  town o f  Yuzga t  i n  t h e  S i v a s  v i l a y e t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  by t h i s  t i m e  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  p a t t e r n .  P l a c a r d s  

were p l a c e d  a l l  o v e r  t h s  town and s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  c a l l i n g  f o r  

a l l  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  b o t h  Armenian  and Plus l im,  t o  r i s e  i n  r e v o l t  

a g a i n s t  t h e i r  O t t o m a n  ~ ~ ~ r s s s o r s . ~ ~  Soon a f t e r  t h i s  s e v e r a l  

3 5 ~ h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  p l a c a r d s  f o u n d  i n  Y u z g a t .  I t  
i s  c l e a r l y  o f  H u n c h q k i a n  o r i g i n ;  -- 

" C s m a n l i s  
T h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement h a s  b e e n  b o f o r e  y o u r  

e y e s  f o r  many y e a r s ,  T h e  e n t i r e  d i ~ a p p e a r a n c e ~ o f  l a w ,  t h e  f a l l  
o f  j u s t i c e  and r i g h t ,  t h e  b r i b e r y  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s ,  and t h e  
c o n s e q u e n t  bad r e s u l t s ,  h a v e  t h r o w n  t h e  w h o l e  Armenian  p o p u l a -  
t i o n  o f  T u r k e y  i n t o  t h e  a r m s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n .  W o  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  
t h e  i n j u s t i c e ,  b r i b e r y ,  f a l l  o f  l a w ,  a t c . ,  b e i n g  upon  you a l s o ,  
you would  e i t h e r  h e l p  u s  o r  t r y  t o  f i n d  some s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  
p r o b l e m .  Out A l a s l  you h a v e  b e e n  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  d e a f  t o  a l l  t h i s ,  
a n d  you p u t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  d e e p  w a t e r s  o f  u n b e l i e f ,  b e c a u s e  you 
d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  w h a t  we s a y ,  b u t  you p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
c o r r u p t  and  r a s c a l l y  o f f i c i a l s .  Y O U  f e e l  a t  e n m i t y  t o w a r d s  u s  
b e c a u s e  you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  a imed  a g a i n s t  
Eohammsdanism. You make y o u r s a l v e s  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  a Government  
f o r m e d  o f  v i l e  o f f i c i a l s  who k i l l  w h i l s  t h e y  p e t  you ,  and  you 
s t i l l  a r e  f a i t h f u l  t o  s u c h  a ~ o v e r n m e n t f  

But  Oh! Mohammedans1 you a r e  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  bad r e s u l t s  a s  
much o r  more  t h a n  we. Yes Mohammedans, t h e  d e e d s  o f  t h i s  c o r r u p t  
Government  a r e  d e e d s  f i t  f o r  m u r d e r e r s  and t h i e v e s ,  b u t  n o n e  
t h e  l e s s  t h e  Government  h a s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  mak ing  you o p p o s e  t h e  
A r m e n i a n s  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h o  tiuo n e i g h b o r s ,  Tiiirks and  A r m e n i a n s ,  
b o t h  iu ronged ,  b o t h  r o b b e d ,  b o t h  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  e v i l s  o f  bad r u l e ,  
s h a l l  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  
s h a l l  h a v e  more  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r o b ,  c r u s h ,  a n 8  Lurong b o t h .  
Ro th  a r e  p e r s r c u t e d ,  and i n  t h i s  way t h e  o f f i c i a l s  s u c c e e d  i n  
a t t a i n i n g  t h e i r  c o r r u p t  e n d s .  A l l  o f  u s  and  e a c h  o f  u s  h a s  t h i s  
r o t t o n  Government  i n  h i s  presence, a  Government  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
l o w e s t  d e p t h s  o f  b r i b e r y  and c o r r u p t i o n ,  and  i s  r u s h i n g  h e a 8 l o n g  
s t i l l  d c e p e r  a n d  d e e p e r .  T h i s  t a k e s  p l a c e  b e f o r e  o u r  own e y e s .  
LUith b r i b c r y  a n y t h i n q  c a n  b e  d o n e ;  w i t h o u t  i t  n o t h i n g .  T h i s  
i s  t h e  a im o f  t h i s  n a s t y  y o k e .  I s  t h e r e  a n y  l a w ,  j u s t i c e  o r  
r i q h t  l e f t  i n  t h i s  r u i n e d  G o v e r n m e n t ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  o u r  
movemrn t .  J o  a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h i o v i n c ]  and d e v o u r i n q  o f f i c i a l s  



c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  t o w n  were f i r e -bombed  and s m a l l  bands o f  

w a l l  armed men a t t a c k e d  z a p t i o h s ,  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n s ,  and o t h e r  

symbo ls  o f  Ot toman a u t h o r i t y .  The m u t e s a r r i f  r e a c t e d  s t r o n g l y  

and i m p r i s o n a d  abou t  e i g h t y  l o c a l  Armenians,  most o f  iuhom 

p r o b a b l y  had  n o t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t . 3 6  He was Con- 

v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  had  t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

Armenians.  

I n  t h e  Yuzgat i n c i d e n t ,  as i n  o t h e r s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  gove rn -  

ment seemed w e l l  aware o f  t h e  e x t e n t  and n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s '  a c t i v i t i e s  and soon o r d e r e d  t h e  Armenians 

r e l e a s a d .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  c a l m  a t t i t u d e  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  t h e  l o c a l  

M u s l i m s '  a t t i t u d e  was g e n e r a l l y  one o f  f e a r  and b i t t e r n e s s .  

Armed bands o f  C h r i s t i a n s  a p p a r e n t l y  s t r i k i n g  a t  w i l l  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  were c l e a r l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

a t t e m p t  t o  i m p l i c a t e  some ~11us l ims  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  b o t h  

t h e  p l a c a r d s  and t h e  bombing o f  a c h u r c h ,  f u r t h e r  e m b i t t e r e d  t h e  

rl!uslim p o p u l a t i o n ,  

- -- -- - 

n o t  a g a i n s t  Mohammedanism. 
The examples  a r e  b e f o r e  y o u r  eyes.  hoiu many h u n d r e d s  o f  

r a s c a l s  i n  S o n s t a n t i n o p l & ,  Van, Erzeroum,  H l a s k k e r t ,  Cesara,  
b:arsovan, Amasia, and o t h e r  towns  have  been k i l l e d  by  t h e  
Armen ian  r e v o l u t i o n i s t s ?  !:;hat w c r e  t h e s e  r a s c a l s ?  A rmen ians l  
Armen ians !  and a g a i n  Armenians!  I f  o u r  a im  was a g a i n s t  Il,ohamme- 
dans  o r  L l ~ h a m m e d a ~ i s m ,  as t h e  Government t r i e s  t o  make you  t h i n k ,  
tklhy s h o u l d  we k i l l  t h e  Armenians? 

C o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t t e r ,  oh  loha ham mod an peop le ,  and come t o  you r  
spnses .  Yes, o u r  a im i s  n o t ,  h a s  n o t  been, and n e v e r  w i l l  b e ,  
a q n i n s t  i~ lohnmm~dans o r  ~ohammedanism.  d h a t  r e l i g i o u s  e n m i t y  c a n  
c x i s t  b r t ruocn  u s  w h i l e  b o t h  have  t h e  same God? Yes, and t r u l y ,  
ho i l ~  many t i m a s ,  on  t h e  i n s i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  Government,  you bioharnmedans 
were s x p e c t i n q  t h a t  t h c  Armenians wou ld  r i s o  up  a g a i n s t  you i n  t h e  
mosqups on  t h e  Ba i ram.  ~ a v e  you  e v e r  h e a r d  o r  seen t h a t  such  a  
s t e p  o f  b r o t h e r  s l a u g h t a r  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e ?  D r .  J e w o t t ,  Amer iean  
m i s s i o n a r y ,  S i v o s ,  17  o f  17 Decpmber 1893, 0  424/178. 

1 6 ~ r a v e s  t o  F o r d ,  0 4  o f  21  i \ i ~ y  1893, - F.O., 424/175.  



Tho c e n t r a l  q o v e r n m e n t  was f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  d s v e l o p m e n t s  

w i t h i n  t h e  Hrrnenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movemnnt t h a n k s  t o  t h e  

extensive ne t tuork  o f  s p i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many A r m e n i a n s .  The  

g o v e r n m a n t s '  i n i t i a l  t a c t i c s  i n  c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

w u r e  a imed  a t  d i s c r e d i t i n g  thorn u i t h i n  t h e  Armenian  communi ty  

a n d  s t a v i n g  o f f  a n y  E u r o p e a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  on  t h e i r  b e h a l f ,  

w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  knew was t h e i r  ma in  objective. T h u s ,  

a d d r e s s i n g  a  g r o u p  o f  A r m e n i a n s  d u r i n g  t h s  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s  

i n  S i v a s  t h e  m u k e s a r r i f  o f  Amasia  made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e e c h :  

"You a r e  h o p i n g  t o  g e t  h e l p  f r o m  E u r o p e a n s ,  and  you 
k n e e l  down b e f o r e  t h e m ,  You d o  n o t  r e m a r k  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  p l a y i n g  a  j o k e  o n  y o u r  b a c k s ,  E u r o p e a n s  h a v e  
b e e n  t r y i n g  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  T u r k i s h  
E m p i r e ,  and  t h e y  p u t  you f o r w a r d  now t o  c r e a t e  new 
t r o u b l e s .  I f  s v e n  t h e i r  p l a n s  would s u c c e ~ d ,  would  
you b ~ !  a n y  b e t t e r  o f f  t h a n  noW? You p a y  l i t t l e  t a x ;  
y o u  a r e  f r e e  f r o m  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ;  you k e e p  y o u r  
r e l i g i o n ,  y o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  and  y o u r  c u s t o m s .  Nould  t h e  
Power corning i n  o u r  p l a c e  g i v e  you t h c  same l i b e r t i e ~ ? " ~ ~  

I n  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  E u r o p ~ a n  d i p l o m a t s ,  Abdulhamid and h i s  g o v e r n -  

t h a t  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  were o n l y  a  few r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  c a u s i n g  t h e  

t r o u b l e ,  a n d  t h e s e  w o r e  g e n e r a l l y  N a r x i s t s .  T h e  s u l t a n  p o i n t e d  

o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  many A r m e n i a n s  i n  h i g h  p o s i t i o n s  i n  the  

V o v e r n r n ~ n t  and  t h a t  n e w s p a p e r  and o v e n  some c o n s u l a r  r e p o r t s  

o f  t h c  s i t u a t i o n  i n  e a s t o r "  A n a t r i l i a  were g r e a t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  
38 



A r m e n i a ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  d i s p u t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c l a i m s  a b o u t  l a ck  

o f  o p p r e s s i o n ,  T h u s ,  c o n s u l  C l a y t o n  r e p o r t e d 1  

" b m m i f . b b a n  a u t o n o m o u s  Armenia  w e r e  f o r m e d ,  i t s  
c o n t i n u e d  ~ x i s t ~ n c c  would  b e  p r e c a r i o u s ,  ;LUhat u ~ o u l d  
be d o n c  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  T u r k i s h  and K u r d i s h  p o p u l a -  
t i o n s ?  They mus t  b~ a v e r y  d i s t u r b i n g  e l e m e n t ;  a n d ,  
m o r e o v e r ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  
are h a r d l y  y e t  f i t  f o r  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a 
wan t  o f  s t u r d i n e s s  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  I h a v e  
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  p a r t y  f e u d s  a m o n g s t  
t h e m  w h i c h  would  a s s u r e d l y  come t o  t h e  f r o n t  i f  t h e y  
f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  power ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  
d i s t u r b i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  would  b e  c e r t a i n l y  c h a o s ,  and 
Who w o u l d  t h e n  p r e v e n t  R u s s i a  f r o m  s t e p p i n g  i n  and 
s e t t l i n g  t h o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  by i n s t a l l i n g  h e r  own 
a u t h o r i t y m w g g  

T h e  t h o u g h t  o f  R u s s i a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  a n d  o b v i o u s  d o m i n a t i o n  

o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  A r m e n i a  was e n o u g h  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  any m e a n i n g -  

f u l  B r i t i s h  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r i e s '  i d s o l n g y  s i m p l y  made t h i s  d e c i s i o n  even more j u s t i -  

f i a b l e  i n  t h o  e y e s . o f  t h e  d i p l o m a t i s t s *  

D e s p i t e  t h e  l a c k  o f  e v i d e n c e  o f  E u r o p e a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  

A r m e n i a ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s '  a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s .  I n  some p o r t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
/ 

r o v i n g  b a n d s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  A r m e n i a n s  and q u a s i - i n d e p e n d e n t  t r i b a l  1 1  

i ( u r d s  and  H n m i d i e h  r e q i m e n t s  mads f o r  n e a r  a n a r c h y .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  
E 

t h e  r ~ v o l u t i o ~ a r i e s  w e r e  e m e r g i n g  a s  a t r u e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
1 i 

ment c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  s u r e  t h e  P o w e r s  would  n o t  i n t e r v e n e  on t h e i r  

b e h a l f ,  f o r c i n g  i t  t o  t r n a t  t h e  r e g i o n  u i t h  s p e c i a l  c a r p .  
--- - --- -- 

3 3 
C l a y t o n ,  

4 2 4 / 9 l .  
Van, 1 0  O c t o b e r ,  



T h e  p r o b l a m  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  was a t r a d i t i o n a l  o n e  f o r  t h e  

O t t o m a n  g o v e r n r i ~ n n t ,  b u t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  Armenian r s v ~ l u t i o ~ a r i e s  

i t  had  a new s l a n t ,  T h e  revolutionaries w e r e  s o c i a l i s t s  and  

n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  ~ I N O  t e r m s  t h c  O t t o m a n s  h a d  o n l y  a  c u r s o r y  u n d e r -  

s t a n d i n g  o f  and which  w e r e  o b v i o u s l y  o f  w e s t e r n  o r i g i n .  The lq 
w 

t h r e a t  was S e a n  a s  l a s s  of  i n t e r n a l  o r i g i n ,  b u t  c a t h e r  a s  a 

d i r e c t  c h a l l e n g e  f r o m  E u r o p o .  Tho  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  

t o  i g n o r e  t h i s  a n a r c h y  and  c o n s t a n t  t h r e a t  o f  f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n -  

b a s e  f o r  t h e  E m p i r e ,  were b e g i n n i n g  t o  groiu r e s t i v e  and  w e r e  

d e m a n d i n g  some k i n d  o f  a c t i o n ,  w h i c h  was e x a c t l y  what t h e  A r m e n i a n  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  were w a i t i n g  f o r .  



CHAPTER E I G H T  I S t a b i l i t y ,  T r a n q u i l i t y ,  and D i s a s t e r  1884-1894,  - 

T h e  m a s t  o b v i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  d e c a d e  f r o m  1884  t o  

1894  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  l a c k  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  

t h e  r e g i o n  como3red  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  few y e a r s .  T h e r e  were n o  

w a r s ,  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  o r  s e r i o u s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  F o r e i g n  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  The p e r i o d  a o p e a r s  t o  b e  o n e  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

and  r e a c t i o n .  As h a s  b e e n  s h o v ~ n  i n  t h g  p r e v i o u s  t w o  c h a p t e r s ,  

t h ~ r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  

m o s t  n o t a b l y  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p a n - I s l a m i c  

o r ,  more  p r o p e r l y ,  ' M u s l i m '  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

H a m i d i e h  r e g i m e n t s ,  a s  well a s  t h e  development o f  t h e  f i r m e n i a n  - -- 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t i e s .  

Tho  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  was  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
\ .  

\ 16 p e r i o d  w i t h  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  i t s  h o l d  on  t h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  , 

T h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  r e g i o n ,  b e i n g  s o  f a r  f rom t h e  c e n t e r  n o t  7 
o n l y  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  b u t  c u l t u r a l l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  a s  w e l l ,  

n o t  l e n d  i t s e l f  t o  c e n t r a l i a a t i o n  and t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e d  m o r e  

d id  $ 

d e l i c a t e  h a n d l i n g ,  much l i k e  the  Arab v i l a y e t s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

r e l i e d  on its p o l i c y  o f  p l a c a t i n g  and f a v o r i n g  t h e  Muslim e l e m e n t  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  m a i n l y  K u r d s ,  a s  t h e  k e y  t o  
/' 

m a i - n t a i n i n q  l o y a l t y .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  t h e  r e f o r m s  

w h i c h  w e r e  o n l y  h a l f - h p a r t n d l y  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  i n  

1479-fl1, w e r e  i n r q p l y  i g n o r e d  a n d  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  g i v e n  a 

S P c c i a l  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h c  r c q i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t { n m i d i n h  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  Was a s s o n t i a l l y  a ' h o l d i n g  --- 



a c t i o n ' ,  a s  i t  was i n  many o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  u n t i l  

s u c h  t ime as a f i r m e r  q r i p  was  p o s s i b l e .  

T h i s  s u p n r f i c i a l l y  q u i e s c e n t  d e c a d e  was c l o s e d  by a n  e v e n t  

w h i c h  s e r v e d  t o  r e - o p e n  t h e  w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  i n t e r v e n -  

t i o n ,  r e f o r m ,  and  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Armenian  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o r  

s p e c i a l  s t a t u s a  T h e  ' m a s s a c r e '  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  i n  a  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  S a s o n  d i s t r i c t  o f  Bitlis s i g n a l l e d  b o t h  t h e  

f u l l  s c a l e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement and  

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  t e s t  o f  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  t o u a r d  t h e  r e g i o n  as  , - 
a w h o l e  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o w a r d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s .  

PART I 

W i t h  t h e  d i s e n g a g e m e n t  o f  S r i t a i n  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  

o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  and t h e  g r o w i n g  d i s i n t e r e s t  o f  R u s s i a  

a f t e r  1883, t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  was a b l e  t o  d r o p  t h e  f a c a d e  

o f  V ~ ~ O ~ O U S  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m s  o f  1879 a n d  

1 8 8 0 ~  S i n c e  d i r e c t  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  i n  a n  a r e a  s u c h  a s  e a s t e r n  

R n a t o l i a  was  r e q a r d n d  a s  a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  

o l d  me thod  o f  b a l a n c i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  e a c h  

o t h e r  w a s  o n c o  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  p l a y .  T h e  n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  

c i t i e s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  g i v e n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  

a n d  t h e  c o u r t s ,  t h u s  e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  communi ty  

and m a i n t a i n i n g  t h r i r  e c o n o m i c  d o m i n a n c e .  A t  t h e  same t ime t h e  

l o c a l  g O v E r n m r n t s  wpm k ~ p t  r e l a t i v e l y  weak,  c o r r u p t i o n  a l l o w e d  

an!! i n  nome C J S P ~  e n c o u r a q e d ,  and t h o  c o u r t s  a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  



i n e f f e c t u a l . '  I n  t h i s  s a y ,  t h o  power w h i c h  t h c  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s  

p o s s e s s e d  c o u l d  n o t  bn  u s e d  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  t h e  K u r d s ,  who 

i n  mos t  c a s e s  r n m a i n s d  a l o o f  f r o m  t h o  l o c a l  g o v u r n m c n t  a n d  

o u t s i d e  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h o  c o u r t s .  s e t w e o n  t h e s e  t w o  

g r o u p s  were t h n  o f f i c i a l s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

w h o s e  j o b  i t  was  t o  f i l l  t h o  h i g h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  

p o s t s  a n d  t o  o v e r s e e  t h o  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  

t h o  a r m y ,  w h i c h  a c t e d  a s  f i n a l  a r b i t e r  when t h e  s y s t e m  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  b r o k e  down. C a u g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  w e r e  t h e  b ius l im 

and  n o t a b l e s  c o n t e s t e d  and  w h i c h ,  i f  t h e  s y s t e m  w o r k e d ,  w o u l d  

b e  d e n i e d  t o  b o t h .  

Tho  r e f o r m s  i n i t i a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  T a n z i m a t  and e v e n  some o f  

r a t h e r  d e - e m p h a s i z e d .  W h i l e  d u r i n g  t h e  T a n z i m a t  t h e  p u b l i c  - 
' ~ n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l a s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  

i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Terni r  Oglu f a m i l y  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Van. T h e  
c i t y  was  e f f e c t i v e l y  r u n  by a b o u t  s i x  f a m i l i e s  o r  C l a n s ,  o f  a b o u t  
f i f t y  P e r s o n s  e a c h .  They  f o r m e d  a k i n d  o f  o l i g a r c h y ,  w i t h  t h e  
T e m i r  O g l u  g e n e r a l l y  b e i n q  t h e  mos t  p o w e r f u l .  1 4 1 1  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  
t h e  c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  were n o t  f i l l e d  d i r e c t l y  by  C o n s t a n -  
t i n o p l e ,  wcrc c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e s e  f a m i l i e s .  Though t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  
Mas c u r t a i l e d  c o m p a r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  i t  was  s t i l l  g r e a t .  
The  T e m i r  O q l u ,  a s  representatives o f  t h e  r u l i n g  f a m i l i e s ,  w e r e  i n  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  ~ { u r d i s h  t r i b e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  c i t y  a n d  w i t h  
t h e  l o c a l  v i l e y e t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The K u r d s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  were s t i l l  
r u l e d  by d s s c e n d o n t s  O F  S h e i k h  ~ l b e y d u l l a h  and were t h u s  somewhat  
u n i f i e d .  Thn o n l y  m a j o r  u n c o m m i t t e d  g r o u p  i n  t h e  a r e a  was  t h e  
Armoni; lns, who t e n d e d  t o  s i d e  ur i th  t h e  T e m i r  O g l u .  T h e  f a m i l y  f u l -  
f i l l e d  v a r i o u s  r o l e s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  Van;  a t  o n e  t i m e  m e d i a t i n g  
b e t w ~ n ~  K u r d i s h  t r i . b e s  and t h e  - v a l i  t o  p r e v e n t  a  r e b e l l i o n ,  a t  

R n c t h e r  p r o t c c t i , n q  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  l o c a l  A r m e n i a n s  f rom 
t h ~  K u r d s .  In t h i s  t h r e e  c o r n o r e d  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power and  i n f l u e n c e  
i t  was r n l ; ~ t i v o l y  easy  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  c o n t r o l  
GVrn tn .  l j e v o y ,  van, t o  C h e r m s i d e ,  2 4  o f  1 7  J a n u a r y ,  1999 ,  
6 2 ( / 1 6 2 ,  ) c v n y ,  Van,  t o  C h e r m s i d e ,  46 o f  13  A p r i l  1 8 8 9 ,  ,LL, 
4?( /162 ,  and L y n c h ,  i i ,  z L ? . C i t . ,  P *  83. 



p o s t u r e  o f  t h o  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  b e e n  t h a t  o f  a v i g o r o u s  r e f o r m i n g  

a g e n t ,  r e f o r m i n g  i n  s p i t e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  and  o b s t a c l e s ,  u n d e r  

Abdulhamid t h e  p u b l i c  p o s t u r ~  was t h a t  o f  a u n i f y i n g  a g e n t ,  a t  

l s a s t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h ~  Muslim p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  T h o s o  

r e f o r m s  w e r e  p u r s u e d  which  were f i i m n c i a l l y  f e a s i b l e  and w h i c h  

would  n o t  u n d u l y  u p s e t  t h e  t l u s l i m s ,  while o t h e r s  were e i t h e r  

f o r g o t t o n  o r  i n  mos t  c a s e s  c a r r i e d  on more d i s c r e e t l y  a n d  

s l o w l y .  T h u s  i n  Van i n  1 8 8 7  c o n s u l  Barnham was a b l e  t o  s t a t e  

u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t h a t  "hlo r e f o r m  h a s  been i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  

i n  a n y  way t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h o  p e o p l e . " 2  T h e  ' p e o p l e '  i n  t h i s  

c a s e  w e r e  mos t  p r o b a b l y  t h e  Armenian  and f i u s l i m  p e a s a n t r y ,  who 

w c r e  l a r g e l y  u n t o u c h e d  by wha t  meager  r e f o r m s  h a d  been i n t r o -  
- 

d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  O t h e r  r e p o r t s  t e l l  a s i m i l a r  s t o r y ,  w i t h  

few i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  a n y  e f f o r t  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

ment o r  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m s ,  

One t r a v e l l e r  i n  t h e  ;:ush a r e a  a s  l a t e  a s  1894  r e c o r d s  t h a t  

mos t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  K u r d s  were u n a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  new c i v i l  

c o d e  i n  t h e  ~ r n ~ i r e . ~  g u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  

s u r p r i s i n g ,  s i n c e  i t  d i d n ' t  a p p l y  t o  thorn i n  p r a c t i c e  anyuJay. 

T h e  c o n s u l s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w e r e  n o t  t o o  h a r d  on  t h e  

Ott ,omans f o r  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  p r o g r e s s .  T h e i r  s y m p a t h y  

f o r  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  h a d  waned t o  some d e g r e e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

Armenian  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  g p n e r a l  f a i l e d  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  t h e i r  
----. 

2!2nrnhnm, Van, t o  Ambassador  l l J h i t e ,  11 o f  27  J a n u a r y  1 8 3 7 ,  
f a . ,  m / 1 4 4 .  

8 3 ~ y n c h ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1GO. 



~ ~ x p e c t n t i n n s ,  p r o v i n q  t o  be as  c o r r u p t ,  v e n a l ,  a n d  u n t r u s t w o r t h y ,  

t o  say  n o t h i n q  as  ' d i r t y  a n d  u n k e m p t ' ,  a s  t h e i r  N u s l i m  r u l e r s .  

After  t h e  i n i t i a l  s h o c k  i n  1879 a n d  1 8 8 0  o f  v i e w i n g  a t  f i r s t  

h a n d  t h e  ' b a r b a r i t y '  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a n d  t h e  

i n i t i a l  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  b o t h  r e f o r m  a n d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  t h e  

c o n s u l s  s e a m  t o  h a v e  g a i n e d  a g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f ' t h e  

c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c e d  

by  t h e  O t t o m a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  c o n s u l  E v e r e t t  s a i d 1  

" . . . t h e r e  i s  s o m e t i m e s  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  o v e r l o o k  i t ,  a n d  
b e c a u s e  men who f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  l o c a t e d  f o r  a t i m e  i n  
a t u r b u l e n t  d i s t r i c t  a r e  v e r y  a p t  t o  j u d g e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  
o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  by t h e  a m o u n t  o f  d i s o r d e r  w h i c h  i s  
n o t i c s s b l e  w i t h o u t  r e f l e c t i n g  on  t h e  c a u s e s  w h i c h  
p r o d u c e  i t  . l a 4  

E . v e r e t t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  by 1 8 8 5 ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g r o u p  h a v i n g  l e f t  a f t e r  

1992 .  T h e  c o n s u l a r  c o n t i n g e n t  w a s  r e d u c e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f t e r  

1 8 8 2 ,  t h e  A n a t o l i a n  g r o u p  b e i n g  w i t h d r a w n  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  t h o s e  

i n  K u r d i s t a n  r e d u c e d  a n d  r o t a t e d  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  

T h e  r o c o r d  o f  w h a t  r e f o r m s  u e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  

d e c 3 d e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o l l o ~ u  b u t  o n e  may a s s u m e  t h a t  t h o s e  

r e f o r m s  u h i c h  m o s t  ~ n h a n c e d  t h e  power  a n d  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  

c o n t r a 1  q o v c r n m c n t  h a d  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y .  T h e  v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  a 

r e a s o n a b l n  d ~ q r c e  o f  p u b l i c  o r d o r  was m a i n t a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

d ~ c a d e  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s o m e t h i n g ,  t h o u q h  p r o b a b l y  o f  t h e  



t h a n  o f  n m o r e  satisfied p o p u l a c e .  The f a c t  t h a t  r e f o r m s  were 

c o n t i n u i n g  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by a p a s s a g e  i n  L y n c h ' s  book  i n  

w h i c h  h c  n o t e s  t h a t  i n  1894 a D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  , &  

a r r i v e d  i n  t h c  c i t y  o f  Van t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

structure o f  t h e  c i t y .  He i m m e d i a t e l y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  s e t  up a 

s n c u l a r  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t o  r e p l a c e  t h a t  o f  mosque  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h  

t h e  a i m  o f  e v e n t u a l l y  h a v i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  M u s l i m s  a t t e n d  t h e  

,3 s a m e  s c h o o l s . . ~  I f  we a s s u m e  t h a t  Van was t h e  m o s t ,  ok a t  l e a s t  

o n s  o f  t h e  m o s t ,  i s o l a t e d  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e  o n e  

l e a s t  l i a b l e  t o  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  this was  t h e n  

i n d e e d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  _ 

t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  r e f o r m s .  

I n  t h e  s a m e  b o o k ,  L y n c h  r e c o r d s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  

K u r d i s h  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  Van a r e a ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  t h i s  r e p r e -  

s ~ n t e d  v i s i b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  * O t t o m a n  Yoke '  t o  t h ~  t r i b e s m e n ,  

i t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a f u t i l e  g e s t u r e . 6  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t ,  h o u e v e r ,  

i s  t h a t  t h e s e  moves wore n o t  met w i t h  o p e n  h o s t i l i t y  o r  v i o l e n t  

r ~ a c t i o n s ,  b u t  were s i m p l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

was n a t u r a l l y  d o i n g .  The g r a d u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  r e f o r m s  a n d  

o t h e r s  l i k e  t h e m  madp t h e m  much m o r e  p a l a t a b l e  t o  t h e  Z u s l i m  

P o p u l a t i o n .  

Thp p r o b l ~ m s  t h a t  p l a g u e d  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1880 's  

c o n t i n u ~ d  t o  a l a r q n  d e q r ~ e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e .  T h e  s a l a r i e s  
\ 

o f  t h ~  gov t - rnmen t  o f  f i c i a l s  w e r e  a l w a y s  i n  a r r e a r s ,  w h i c h  



c o n t i n u ~ d  t h e  t r ~ n d  t o w a r d  i n c r e a s e d  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  p o o r  

q u a l i t y  among o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h o  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  

e n g a g e d  i n  s p o r a d i c  f e u d s  a n d  b r i g a n d a g o ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  l o c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h e r e  were n e v e r  e n o u g h  p o l i c e  

t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  t r i b e s  a n d  when h a r v e s t s  were p o o r ,  w e a t h ~ r  

e x t r e m ~ ,  o r  a l o m a l  o f f i c i a l  o b n o x i o u s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  r e a c t  i n  

t h c i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a n n e r ,  T h e r e  w a s  a f a m i n e  i n  D i a r b e k i r  i n  

1 8 8 8 ,  b u t  t h e  q o v e r n r n e n t  s e ~ ; m s d  h e l p l e s s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  

d i r e c t i o n  t o w a r d  i t s  a l l e v i a t i o n .  T h e  d o m i n a n t  t h e m e  was 

l a i z z e z  f a i r e  when p o s s i b l e ,  s e l e c t e d  f o r c e  when n e c e s s a r y .  

T h e  y e a r s  f r o m  1 8 8 9  t o  1 8 9 2  were t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  a p p a r e n t  

s t a b i l i t y  a n d  t r a n q u i l i t y  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  r e g i o n .  T h e  

s y s t e m  o f  b a l a n c i n g  o f f  t r i b a l  K u r d s ,  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s ,  a n d  

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  

Mere c o n c e r n e d .  As e a r l y  a s  1 8 8 4  c o n s u l  E v e r e t t  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  

t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  " . . . T h e  v i l a y e t  o f  K h a r p u t  p r e s e n t s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  

c o m p a r a t i v e  o r d e r  a n d  p a r t i a l  prosperity ."? By 1 8 8 9  t h e  c o n s u l s  

f e a r  o f  r e b e l l i o n  n o r  e v i d e n c e  o f  u n d u e  o p p r e s s i o n  f r o m  e i t h e r  

K u r d s  o r  O t t o m a n s .  

- -. --.-- 



T ~ P  c o n s u l s  wen t  t o  g r e a t  p a i n s  t o  c o u n t e r  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t s  

a b o u t  t h e  t r n a t m o n t  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  s a y i n g  t h e y  were b i a s e d ,  

i n a c c u r a t e ,  and i n  some c a s e s  t h i n l y  v i e l e d  p r o p a g a n d a .  C o n s u l  

Devay  i n  Van was e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e s e  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t s  

w h i c h  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  n o t h i n g  more  t h a n  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  Armenian  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  p r o v o k e  E u r o p e a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  8 

I n  D i a r b e k i r ,  v i c e - c o n s u l  B o y a d j i a n ,  a n  Armenian  n o t a b l e  h i m s e l f ,  

s u p p o r t ~ d  t h i s  s t a n d :  

" I  c a n  p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t ,  u n d e r  t h ~  s t r o n g  a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  and  p r e s e n t  v a l i s ,  t h e  number o f  
s u c h  o u t r a g e s  h a v e  d e c i d e d l y  d e c r e a s e d ,  You u i l l  g a t h e r  
t h a t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o u t r a g e s  t h o  v i c t i m s  
w e r e  Moslem K u r d s ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  y o u r  l o t t e r s  t h a t  t h e y  were s o l e l y  
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  A r m e n i a n s ,  and  h a v i n g  f o r  t h e i r  a im 
e x t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  c o n c e r n s  D i a r b e k i r , a n d  
K h a r p u t  V i l a y e t s ,  m o s t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d O u g  

3 o y a d j i a n  g o e s  on i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  w h i c h  

t w o  A r m e n i a n  c h i e f s  i n  a  v i l l a g e  w e r e  f e u d i n g  and o n e  f i n a l l y  

i n v i t e d  a  K u r d i s h  t r i b e  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l  h i s  

O P ~ o n e n t s .  T h e  K u r d s  p r o c e e d e d  t o  s a c k  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  

a n o t h e r  K u r d i s h  t r i b e  i n t o  t h e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  f o u g h t  t h e  f i r s t  

t r i b e  f o r  a d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s p o i l s .  T h e  A r m e n i a n s  who h a d  

o r i q i n a l l y  p e r p e t r a t e d  t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  v i l l a g e  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  

and  t h o  K u r d s  u~pnt u n p u n i s h e d .  T ~ E  i n c i d e n t  h a s  a l l  t h e  m a k i n g s  

- -- 
' ~ P U P ~ ,  Lerno, Van, 17 o f  1 2  J a n u a r y  1 8 9 1 ,  F . 0 , ,  424/169.  

'30yad j i a n  t o  C h c r m s i d i ,  81 o f  10  Augus t  1 3 8 9 ,  - F . O . ,  424/162.  



t h e  k i n d  o f  i n t e r - r ~ ? l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  b a l a n c e  b e t w o e n  H r m e n i a n s  

a n d  K u r d s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  Two. 

Many o f  t h o  c o n s u l s '  r e p o r t s  a f t e r  1 0 0 9  seem t o  i n d i u a t u  

t h o t  t h e  O t t o m a n  q o v ~ r n r n n n t  w a s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p h a s i n g  o u t  

i t s  s y s t c r n  o f  q o v p r n i n g  t h e  r e p i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  power  o f  l o c a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  A r e c u r r i n g  t h ~ m e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  1 8 8 9  

t o  1 8 9 2  i s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  were b e c o m i n g  s t r o n g e r  

a t  t h e  o x p e n s f !  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t h e  K u r d s ,  b u t  a l s o ,  n o  d o u b t ,  a t  

t h e  expense  o f  t h e  u r b a n  n o t a b l e s .  C o n s u l  U e v ~ y  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  

Van t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a w . , . g e n e r a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  ~ o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  

t h e r e  has b o p n  d i s t i n c t  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  o r d e r  a n d  j u s t i c e  

i n  t h e  Van a n d  Zitlis V i l a y e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t w e l v e  t o  

e i g h t c c n  m o n t h s .  "10  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  

amonq t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  p o l i c e  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  j u s t i c e  

w a s  b n i n g  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h  m o r e  " o r d e r  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y " ,  a n d  

3 t t s m p t . s  were b e i n q  made  t o  make l o c a l  K u r d i s h  a n d  A r m e n i a n  

c h i e f s  a n d  l e a d e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  

f o l l o w e r s . 1 1  T h e r e  i s  n o  c l e a r  c u t  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  

i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a f t e r  1 8 8 9 ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  



b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d  moro c l o s e l y  by s t r e n g t h e n e d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  

T h e  r n s u l t  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  boon more  s t a b i l i t y  

i n  t h e  r s g i o n  b u t  t h e  t a s k  o f  i m p o s i n g  a c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  on  t h e  r e g i o n  was  t o  p r o v e  more  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  m e r e l y  

g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  power o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  

C o l o n e l  C h e r m s i d e  s u p p o r t e d  D e v u y ' s  r e p o r t s  on  t h e  t r a n q u i l -  

i t y  o f  t h e  Van a r e a ,  s a y i n g r  

"The  q u i e t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and t h e  r e l a t i v e  
s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  r o a d s ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  a n y  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e i g h t  o r  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  s u r p r i s e d  me. S m a l l ,  una rmed  
c a r a v a n s ,  s m a l l  g r o u p s  o f  w a y f a r e r s ,  o r  s i n g l e  o n e s ,  
a r e  t o  b e  met w i t h  a l m o s t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
v i s i t e d  

C o n s u l  G r a v e s  n o t e d  t h e  same phenomenon i n  t h e  Bitlis and  blush 

a r e a s ,  p o i n t i n q  i t  o u t  a s  a  s u r e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i n c r e a s e d  s e c u r i t y  

a n d  l a c k  o f  t e n s i o n . 1 3  ~c a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  more  n u m e r o u s  p o l i c e  

a n d  t h e  we l l  d i s c i p l i n e d  t r o o p s  w h i c h  were p l e n t i f u l  i n  t h e  

a r e a .  A l l  o f  t h i s  was  e v i d e n c e  t o  a l l  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  

c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  was  a s s e r t i n g  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  and  g e t t i n g  

r e s u l t s ,  

C o n s u l  G r a v e s  e c h o e d  a n o t h e r  s e n t i m e n t  o f  mos t  o f  t h e  

c o n s u l s  when h e  p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

movement a p p e a r e d  t o  bc  dead, w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a few 

a g i t a t o r s  From a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  i n  a u s s i a .  A r r e s t s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  



p r e v n l ~ n t  s i n c e  1 8 3 2 .  H a  r c p o r t o d  t h a t  t h e  O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  

" . . . a p p e a r  d i s p o s e d  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  v e x a t i o u s  t r e a t -  

ment  w h i c h  h a s  t h r e a t e n n d  t o  c r e a t e  f e e l i n g s  o f  g e n u i n e  s o d i t i o n  

a g a i n s t  t h a  Government  w h c r e  t h e r e  had '  o n l y  o x i s t a d  a p l a t o n i c  

sentiment o f  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  mere d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  l o c a l  m a l a d -  

m i n i s t r a t i o n .  " I 4  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  r e f l e c t  a new f e e l i n g  o f  c o n f i -  

d e n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  i t ,  i n  c o m b i n a -  

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  c o u l d  now1 c o n t r o l  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

w i t h  a l e s s  h e a v y  h a n d  and  w i t h  l e s s  e x t r a - l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

T h e  o n l y  s o u r  n o t e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  came f rom t h e  a i t l i s  

v i l a y e t ,  o n e  o f  t h a  more  t u r b u l e n t  and  o n e  w i t h  a  h i g h  P e r c e n -  

t a g e  o f  t r i b a l  K u r d d ,  b o t h  p a s t o r a l  a n d  n o m a d i c .  C o n s u l  Devey  

r e p o r t e d  i n  1809 t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  A r m e n i a n s  was  

m i s e r a b l e ,  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o r r u p t ,  a n d  flluslim ' f a n a t i c i s m '  

on  t h e  r i s e .  T h e  h e a v y  h a n d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  was l i t t l e  f e l t  a n d  

t h e  K u r d s  r o g a r d n d  Ritlis a s  " u n d e r  e x c e p t i o n " ,  t h a t  is, t h a t  

t h e  l a w s  i n  f o r c e  e l s e w h e r e  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  t h e r e a 1 5  8 y  f a r  t h e  

r e p o r t s ,  hokuevsr ,  w a s  o n e  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h i n g s  were 

A s  c o n s u l  Hampson somewhat o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  p u t  i tr  

" I t  i s  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  I am a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  
Your s x c e l l e n c y  t h a t  p e r f e c t  t r a n q u i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  Erzc:rnum d i s t r i c t ;  t h a t  c o n f i d s n c o  i s  v e r y  
n c a r l y ,  i f  n u t  p n t i r s l y ,  r o - e s t a b l i s h e d ;  a n d  t h a t  a l l  



d a n q n r  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a p p e a r e d  
i m m i n e n t ,  wou ld  soem t o  h a v ~  c o m p l e t e l y  p a s s e d  away.  I n  
f a c t ,  f r o m  wha t  I c a n  l e a r n ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  i n  a n  q u i e t e r  
a n d  moro s e t t l o d  c o n d i t i o n  t h a n  i t  has b e e n  a t  a n y  time 
s i n c e  t h e  w a r O u l 6  

S e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  developments began  i n  l a t s  1 8 9 3  and  t h e  
-- - - ---------- - - - - 1 - 1 . -  . I _j 

s p r i n g  o f  1 8 9 4 ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  c l u e s  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  

S a s o n  a n d  t h o s e  o v o n t s  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d .  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  I! 
a c t i v i t y  b e g a n  t o  i n c r e a s o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  and  showed s i g n s  o f  I1 
o b v i o u s  p l a n n i n g  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  ( p l a c a r d s  u ~ o u l d  a p p e a r  i n  11 
w i d e l y  d i v e r g e n t  a r e a s  on  t h e  same d a y ,  f o l l o w e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

by c o o r d i n a t e d  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t y )  . I 7  A l t h o u g h  t h e  O t t o m a n  1 
o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  keep t h i n g s  u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  il 
e v i d e n c e  b e g a n  t o  mount o f  g r o w i n g  r e s e n t m e n t  t o w a r d s  A r m e n i a n s  ll 
i n  g e n e r a l ,  w i t h  a  r e s u l t i n q  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e n s i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  I1 
r o g i o n .  T h i n g s  h a d  b e a n  q u i e t  f o r  s o  l o n g  t h a t  t h e  Armenian I1 
d i s t u r b a n c e s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  w e r e  e v e n  t h e  more  o b n o x i o u s  t o  

t h e  Muslims. When t h e  t i m e s  were t u r b u l e n t ,  a s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1 8 8 0 ' s ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  Armenian  a c t i v i s t s  h a d  b e e n  o n l y  o n e  

d i s t u r b i n g  f a c t o r  among many,  and  a m i n o r  o n e  a t  t h a t .  N O W  t h e y  

c a l m .  

A t  r o u g h l y  t h e  same  t i m e  Armenian a c t i v i t y  was i n c r e a s i n g ,  

t h p  K u r d s  t o o  b o g a n  t o  grow more r e s t i v e .  T h c  o r r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

H a m i d i r h  r e q i m f n t s  ( 1 8 9 1 )  had  q i v e n  somo o f  t h o  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  -- 
-- - - -  -- 

'I 'h;lrnpsnn, E r z c r o u m ,  t o  W h i t e ,  95 o f  1 2  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 1 ,  
F r 424 /169 .  A.2, 

I7'58n C h a p t o r  S e v e n  f o r  more  d o t a i l s .  



t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  

was  now l e g a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  and  t h e  r e s u l t  was  a  g r a d u a l  i n c r e a s e  

i n  t h e  l e v e l  o f  K u r d i s h  v i o l ~ n c e  a f t e r  1 0 9 1 .  Once i n  t h e i r  

u n i f o r m s  and o r g a n i z e d  i n  r e g i m e n t s ,  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  

g e n e r a l l y  l e f t  t h e m  a l o n e ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h e m  t o  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  

K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a f t e r  

1 8 8 9  was  a c h i e v e d  p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

power  o f  t h e  K,- , rd ish  aqas. T h e  e r o s i o n  o f  t h i r s  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u -  

e n c e  o f  t h e  K u r d s  was  s o  g r a d u a l  t h a t  t h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  

new p o s i t i o n  was  n o t  d i r e c t e d  c l e a r l y  a t  a n y  o n e  p e r s o n  o r  g r o u p ,  

O t t o m a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  seemed  t o  be i m p r o v i n g ,  t h o  h a r v e s t  i n  

t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 9 2  h a d  b e e n  g o o d ,  y e t  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  and t h e  K u r d s  

w e r e  m o r e  r e s t i v e  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  f o r  many y e a r s .  

T h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a m i d i e h  r e g i m e n t s  and  t h e  g r o w i n g  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  w e r e  t h e  t w o  main  c a u s e s  f o r  

t h e  i n c r e a s e d  K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  s u r f a c e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1 8 9 3 .  Though  t h e  Harn id ieh  h a d  b e e n  f o r m e d  i n  1 8 9 1 ,  i t  t o o k  a t  

l e a s t  t w o  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  r e g i m e n t s  t o  be  r e c r u i t e d  and f o r  t h e  

f u l l  e F f c c t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  be  f e l t  i n  t h e  r c g i o n .  A s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  S i x ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  

? o r m a t i n n  o f  t h e s e  i r r e g u l a r  r e g i m e n t s ,  o n e  0 7  t h e  mos t  i m p o r -  

tilnt;, bc . inq  it,s u s n  as n mechan i sm t o  c o n t r o l  more  e a s i l y  t h e  

t . r i b c s .  For  t h i : ;  t o  w o r k ,  t h e  govE3rnment would  h a v e  n e e d e d  t o  

I ~ e c n r ~ r !  mucl~  more p n w ~ l r f u l  i n  t h c  r c g i o n  t h a n  i t  a c t u a l l y  UJas, 

s i p - p  j.n p r a c t i c e  o n c e  a t r i b e  a c c e p t ~ d  H a m i d i o h  s t a t u s  i t  



was r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t s .  The l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  w e r e  s s e r n i n g l y  u n s u r e  how 

t o  r e a c t  t o  t h e s e  new,  ' o f f i c i a l ' ,  K u r d s  a n d  t h i s  i n d e c i s i o n  

a n d  l a c k  o f  a  c l e a r  g o v s r n m e n t  p o l i c y  f u r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  

K u r d i s h  lawlessness. 

Mos t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  among t h e  K u r d s  r e p o r t e d  by 

t h e  c o n s u l s  i n  1893 a n d  1894 was o f  a n  i n t e r - t r i b a l  n a t u r e ,  T h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a m i d i r h  h a d  i n e v i t a b l y  p r o d u c e d  j e a l o u s i e s  

a n d  u p s e t  o l d  b a l a n c e s  o f  p o w e r ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e  w o r k e d  

o u t  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a n n e r .  G i v e n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  

h o u e v e r ,  t h e s e  t r i b a l  c o n f l i c t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n t a i n e d ,  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  b o t h  f c u s l i m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n ,  s u f f e r e d  t h e  

m o s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c a u s e s ,  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  

a  c e n s u s  i n  t h e  Van a n d  ~ a k k i a r i  a r e a s  c a u s e d  g r e a t  o p p o s i t i o n  

among t h e  K u r d s  a n d  t r i b a l  ~ c s t o r i a n s ,  w h i c h  a g a i n  r e s u l t e d  i n  

i n c r e a s e d  v i o l e n c e .  

T h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h c  r i s e  o f  A r m e n i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  

a f t o r  1 8 9 2  h a s  b e e n  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  g i v e n  as  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  

g e n e r a l  u p r i s i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  A r m e n i a n  

P e a s a n t r y  a n d  t o w n s m e n  o r  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n s i d i o u s  i n t r i g u i n g  

o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a f ew  o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r s .  Path a r e  t r u e  i n  a 

l i m i t e d  s e n s e .  T h e  o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  q u i t e  a f e l ~  

i n s i d e  a q i t a t , o r s ,  ursre c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  i n  s t r e n g t h  b y  1 8 9 2 ,  b u t  

t h o y  w o u l d  h a v o  r e m a i n e d  relatively h e l p l e s s  were i t  n o t  f o r  

~ i r l i : s p r e n d  p a s s i v n  s u p p o r t  a n d  s y m p a t h y  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

Armf !n i sn  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  



As was men t ioned  i n  Chapter  Ons, t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e f o r m  

neve r  s e c m ~ d  f a s t  enough f o r  d i s s a t i s f i a d  e lemen ts  i n  t h e  

Ottoman Empi re .  I J i t h  ~ a c h  g r u d g i n g  acceptance o f  a  r e f o r m  o r  a 

chanqe by t h n  government and r ~ l u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h o  C h r i s t i a n s  

were seemingly a l r e a d y  demanding, and more i m p o r t a n t ,  e x p e c t i n g ,  

more. Consu l  hampson, i n  one o f  h i s  more p e r c e p t i v e  comments, 

n o t e d  t h i s  ' r e v o l u t i o n  o f  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s '  i n  t h e  Armenian 

communi ty  r 

(1 ... wha teve r  p r o g r e s s  may have been made on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  government,  an advance o f  a t  l e a s t  equal 
d i m e n s i o n  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  i d e a s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The Armenians have  l e a r n t  t o  r e a l i z e  more 
f u l l y  what i s  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  compared w i t h  t h a t  o f  
s u b j e c t s  i n  more c i v i l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s ;  d i s c o n t e n t  h a s  
s p r e a d  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h i s  knowledge and, as a  
consequence, t h e  demands and i d e a s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
s u b j e c t s  o f  H i s  I m p e r i a l  M a j e s t y ,  j u s t  and modera te  
enough i n  most cases, have o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  s low  changes 
t o w a r d  t h e i r  accompl ishment  wh ich  can be n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  
a c t s  o f  t h e  Government ."q8 

T h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s  was p r o b a b l y  most o p e r a t i v e  

e d u c a t i o n  and a  w i d e r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .  The peasant  

Armsn ian  p r o b a b l y  r e a c t e d  more as a peasant  and l e s s  as an 

Armenian, t h e  i n c r e a s e d  r a i d i n g  and l a w l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e  ~ u r d s  

a f t e r  1891 and t a x e s  and so f o r t h  b e i n g  t h e  p r i m e  r e a s o n  f o r  

h i s  d i s c o n t e n t .  

By 1894 t h e r e  had been o u t b r e a k s  o f  v i o l e n c e  by Armenian 
- - - - - . - -  . 



r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  e a s t o r n  A n a t o l i a .  

I t  w a s  common k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  g u n s  w o r e  b e i n g  s m u g g l e d  i n t o  Van 

f r o m  P e r s i a  a n d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h c  A r m e n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  

c i t y  a n d  o t h o r s  were c o o p o r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e b e l s .  T h e  O t t o m a n  

r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  m o d e r a t e ,  w i t h  p r i m e  

c o n c e r n  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  r e s t r a i n i n g  a n d  q u i e t i n g  a n e r v o u s  a n d  

p o t e n t i a l l y  v i o l e n t  i ~ l u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n .  When a p p r e h e n d e d  t h e  

r e b e l s  were d e a l t  w i t h  h a r s h l y ,  a s  was  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  i n  many c a s e s  

i n n o c e n t  A r m e n i a n s  s u f f e r e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m .  T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

~ v i d e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  o r g a n i z e d  a t t o n i p t s  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  

u s e  t h e  l o c a l  M u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  T h e  K u r d s  

were r e s t r a i n e d  w h ~ n  p n s s i b l e  f r o m  c a r r y i n g  o u t  r e p r i s a l s  o r  

u s i n g  A r m e n i a n  a c t i v i t y  a s  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  r a i d i n g  A r m e n i a n  v i l l a g a s .  

Y h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  t r o o p s  a n d  p o l i c e  were u s e d  t o  c o m b a t  g r o u p s  

o f  r e ~ o l u t i o n a r i e s . ~ ~  3 u t  a s  L y n c h  r e c o r d e d  i n  1 8 9 4  w h i l e  i n  

blush,  t h e r e  was " g r e a t  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  a i r .  w20 

PART I 1 1  

A b d t ~ l h a m i d ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  t h e  ' r e d  s u l t a n ' ,  t h e  ' b u t c h e r ' ,  

a n d  o t h e r  u n c o m p l i m e n t a r y  s y n o n y m s  b e g a n  i n  e a r n e s t  i n  t h e  l a t e  

summer o f  1894 w i t h  t h e  S a s o n  i n c i d e n t .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  b e g a n  t h e  
---- - 

''AS l a t n  :js O c t o b e r  1093  c o n s u l  C h o r r n s i d e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  a t , t ~ m p t s  t o  d i s a r m  t h e  K u r d s  i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  r u m o r s  
IJJerc c i r c u l a t i n ~  t h : ~ t  t h e  -..-. t i n q i d i n h  r ~ g i m e n t s  were c o n s i d e r e d  a 
f a i l ~ ~ ~ f i  nnrl i ue rp  t o  bg d r a t ; t ; i c a l v  r e d u c o d .  C h e r r n s i d c ,  Irlamo, 2 2 1  
o f  2 1  r1r:kobcr 1g93 ,  - F . [ l , ,  4 ? 4 / 1 7 5 .  

2 0 ~ y n c h ,  i i ,  o n . c i t . ,  p. 1 7 2 .  



s e r i e s  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  o r  as  most a u t h o r s  say,  massacrss ,  i n  

e a s t e r n  R n a t o l i a  wh i ch  l a s t o d  u n t i l  1896 and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

d e a t h  o f  an i n d e t e r m i n a t e  number of  Armenians, t h o u g h  u n d o u b t e d l y  

i n  t h e  thousands .  I n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  newspaper a c c o u n t s ,  i n  

books  and a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  by European o b s e r v e r s  and t r a v e l l e r s ,  

and i n  many r e c e n t  works ,  t h e  Sason i n c i d e n t  i s  p o r t r a y e d  as a  

r u t h l e s s  and d e l i b e r a t e  massacre  o f  t housands  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  

i n n o c e n t  Armenians by T u r k i s h  t r o o p s  and K u r d i s h  t r i b e s m e n .  I t  

i s  seen as  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c y  o f  e x t e r m i n a t i o n  

on  t h e  p a r t  o f  Abdu lhamid  p e r s o n a l l y ,  d e l a y e d  e v e n t u a l l y  by 

Eu ropean  i n t e r v e n ~ i o n . ~ '  The many books  w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  a r s  

f u l l  o f  v i v i d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  mass murders ,  o f  women b e i n g  r a p e d  

and k i l l e d ,  c h i l d r e n  f l u n g  o n t o  bayone ts ,  and who le  v i l l a g e s '  

r a z e d  and t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  s l a u g h t e r e d .  R o m a n t i 0  a c c o u n t s  a r e  

o f f e r e d  o f  women r e f u s i n g  t o  r e n o u n c e  C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  harem l i f e ,  

r e f u s i n g  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  I s l a m .  The most p o p u l a r  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  

number k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  r a n g e  f rom e i g h t  t o  t w e n t y  f i v e  

t housand ,  and t h e s e  a r e  s a i d  t o  be c o n s e r v a t i v e  f i g u r e s .  22 

 he follow in^ a r e  sxarnples o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e t  
S i r  E d w i n  Pears ,  ~ o r t ~  Years i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  18?3-1915 (p?sv~  - --- 
York ,  1916 )  ; i i ev .  hlalcom i !?acCo l l ,  ----- The S u l t a n  and-the Powers - 
 ondo don, 1 9 9 6 ) ;  Johannes L e p s i u s ,  Arrnenia,and Eu rope :  An I n d i c t -  
ment  h on do^, 1 8 9 7 ) ;  R ,  ~ a r r i s ,  L e t t e r s  From t h e  Scenes o f  t h e  - -- 
H c c n n t  --- f ~ ? a s s a c r e s  i n  Armen ia  --- ( ~ o n d o n ~ m ;  F r e d e r i c k  Greene, 
i i r m e n i n n , L ~ i s i s  j n  ~ u r k e f l ~ o n d o n ,  1 8 9 5 ) ;  F.h. Gef fecken,  "The 
zrkishd e fo rms  a n d T Z n i a u ,  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y ,  x x x v i i i ,  London,  
1895; Rev. E d w i n  S l i s s ,  T u r k e y  and t h e  i i rmen ian  A t r o c i t i e s  - 
 ondo don, 1 8 9 6 ) .  ! Iss ides r h ~ s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  many a r t i c l e s  l n  t h e  
j o u r n a l  Armen ian  i i c v i e w  by  Grego ry  A r a b i a n ,  G. C h i c h e k i a n ,  and 
?its ~ e r r 6 h i a ~  w h i c h  d e a l  p x t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  massacres o f  t n e  
1 8 9 n ' ~ .  

2 2 ~ . ~ .  Greone, o p . c i t  ., p.42. 



T h a t  t h e r n  tuo.: a n  i n c i d m t  i s  i n  n o  d o u b t  a n d  t h a t  i t  

s i q n a l l ~ d  t h ~  h e q i n n i n q  o f  a s ~ r i c s  o f  m a s s a c r e s  t h e r e  c a n  a l s o  

hc n o  d o u b t  . T h a t  j . t  ~.uas a c l p l i b r r a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y ,  p a r t  o f  

a l a r g e r  p l a n  f o r  , j  ' F i n a l  s n l u t i o n '  t o  t h e  w h o l e  ' A r m e n i a n  

q u e s t i o n '  i s  morp  i n  d o u b t .  I t  i s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

a c t u a l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  3 a s o n  i n c i d e n t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  w h i c h  m u s t  

be  carefully i n v e s t i g a t ~ d .  2jhy a f t ~ r  s u c h  a  s t a b l e  p e r i o d ,  s h o u l d  

s u c h  a s a v a g e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r ?  

T h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  S a s o n  w a s  i n  t h e  B i t l i s  v i l a y e t  ( a b o u t  

t ~ u ~ n t y  f i v ~  mi l e s  w ~ s t  o f  Hit l is  i t s e l f ) ,  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  been 

n o t e d  a s  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r s t  g o v e r n e d  v i l a y e t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

a n d  t h e  o n p  w i t h  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  o p p r o s s e d  a n d  d i s c o n t e n t e d  

A r m e n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  T h e  - k a z a  o f  S a s o n  was  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  

w i l d e s t  a n d  m o s t  m o u n t a i n o u s  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  a s  wel l  a s  i n  

t h a  l e a s t  q o v e r n a b l e  p a r t .  A s  has  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  

t h e r e  were many p a r t s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i n  w h i c h  g o v e r n m e n t  

r a r e l y  made i t s e l f  f e l t  i n  a n y  f o r m ,  i n  which m o s t  o f  w h a t  h a s  

b c e n  s a i d  o f  r e f o r m  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  d i d  n o t  a p p l y ,  a n d  

S a s o n  w a s  a  prim^ e x a m p l e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

The A r m e n i a n  o o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  D z a ,  u n l i k e  t h o s e  i n  t n e  

l ~ ~ t ~ l ~ ~ ~ d s ,  w a s  a ". . . f i c r c n  a n d  w a r l i k e  r a c f l ,  h a r d l y  d i s t i n g u i s n -  
2 3  

' ;b lp  f r o m  t h ~ i r  K u r d  n p i q h b o u r ? .  . ." T h e  A r m ~ l n i a n s  were 

l o n s r ,  L h c 1  -- a o n ~  d ; ! i n ~  l i t t l ~  m o r e  t h a n  l e v y i n g  t a x r s  a n d  r e q u i r i n g  



1 7 q 3  t h ~  A r m c n i n n s  h : ~ d  h r ~ n  l e f t  n l n n o  b y  t h c  q o v e r n m s n t  o f  t h p  

r,;lnrl_jnk and a l l  t ; * x r s  harJ b r ~ n  p a i d  d i r c c t l y  t o  t h e  K u r d s .  A f t e r  --- 

1 9 9 3  t h o  q n v r r n m c n t  h ~ q n n  t o  p r e s s u r e  t h e  Armflnians  i n  t h e  k<?za -- 
f o r  t a x ~ ~ ,  n move w h i o h  was p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o c n s s  o f  e x t e n d i n g  

t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  q o v ~ r n m e n t s .  

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1993  t h o  S a s o n  a r e a  h a d  b e e n  

a p r i m e  r e c r u i t i n g  and  o r q a n i z i n g  t e r r i t o r y  f o t  Armenian  

r e v o l u t i n n a r i ~ ~ s ,  specifically t h e  -- ~ u n c h a k i a n  p a r t y .  T h e  i 
1 
I 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  h a d  b ~ e n  h o p i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  b o t h  A r m e n i a n s  and 
I 

K u r d s  f o r  a p l a n n e d  r ~ t a e l l i o n ,  FI p o l i c y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  H u n c h a k i z n  / 

s o c i a l i s t  d o c t r i n e .  T h e  l o c a l  o u t b r e a k  i n  S a s o n  was  t h e n  t o  o v e r -  

f l o w  i n t o  t h e  Ders i rn  a n d  K h a r p u t  a r e a s  ( ~ h a r p u t  i s  o n e  h u n d r e d  t t 

rn i l~s w ~ s t  o f  S a s o n ) ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  v o l a t i l e  

w i t h  l a r q e  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s a f f e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  .25 l ; a r q ~  a m o u n t s  o f  a r m s  a n d  a m m u n i t i o n  h a d  b e e n  

s t o r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  Armenian  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  S a s o n  d i s t r i c t  I 

i n  p r ~ p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  p r o j e c t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  I 

T h e  i n c i d e n t  ue  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a c t u a l l y  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1 
I I 

t h e  - n n h i ~  o f  T a l o r i ,  w h i c h  was s i t u a t e d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  $1  
i s o l a t e d  a n d  e a s i l y  d ~ f e n d ~ d  p a r t  o f  t h e  S a s o n  k a z a .  d h a t  f o l l o w s  

, I  

is as  a c c u r a t e  as p o s s i b l e  a r e c o r d  o f  t h e  o v ~ n t s  c o m p i l e d  f r o m  



Kurds, b o t h  l o c a l  and n o m a d i c ,  m a s s e d  a r o u n d  t h o  v i l l a g e s .  T h e i r  

r c a s o n  was p a r t l y  t h a t  t h e  Armenian  v i l l a g e s  h a d  b e e n  i m p l i c a t ~ , d  

i n  r ~ v o l u t i n n a r y  a c t i v i t y  by t h s  a g i t a t o r ' s  p r e s e n c a  and  p a r t l y  

because t h c  l o c a l  aqas luere  now i n  competition w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  - 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t a g e s  and  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had e v i d e n t l y  c h o s e n  t o  

p a y  t h e  o o v e r n m e n t .  The p u n i s h m e n t  t h e  K u r d s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  

v i l l a q e s  was t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o n e ,  t h e  r a i d i n g  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

p l u n d s r i n q  o f  a n i m a l s  and  s u p p l i e s .  T h e r e  was some s p e c u l a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e y  may h a v e  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  by t h e  l o c a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e i t h e r  f i n a l l y  s u b d u e  t h e  v i l l a g e s  

o r  p r o v i d e  a n  e x c u s e  t h r o u g h  d i s o r d e r  f o r  f u r t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  26 

When t h e  K u r d s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h e y  were r e p u l s e d  

w i t h  h e a v y  l o s s e s  by  t h e  w e l l - a r m e d  l o c a l  A r m e n i a n s ,  a s s i s t e d  

n o  d o u b t  by a c o n t i n g e n t  o f  t - iunchaks.  T h e  - v a l i  o f  0 i t l i s  t h e n  

demanded  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  A r m e n i a n s  o f  T a l o r i ,  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e  

q o v e r n m r n t  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  

come t o  R i t l i s  t o  s e t t l e  the d i s p u t e  and  a n s w e r  c e r t a i n  c h a r g e s  

o f  c o m p l i c i t y  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  T h e  A r m e n i a n s  r e f u s e d ,  



w i t h  lueapnnn t h v y  w E r e  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t o  p o s s a s s ,  a l l  w i t h  

n h v i o u s  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h c y  would  r e c e i v e  

no  f a v o r s  f r o m  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  From t h i s  t ime on  t h e  --- t i u n c h a k s  

w e r e  c l e a r l y  i n  c o n t r o l  and  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  make a s  much o u t  

07 t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  t h c y  c o u l d .  T h e  l o c a l  A r m e n i a n s  c o u l d  n o t  

r e v e r s e  wha t  t h e y  had  d o n e  and  c o u l d  o n l y  p l a y  t h e  d r a m a  o u t  

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  l e a d  t h e m  

i n  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n .  s i n c e  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  h o p e  o f  a  m a s s  

u p r i s i n q ,  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  was t o  f o r c e  t h e  g o v e r n -  

ment  i n t o  some k i n d  OF o v e r - r e a c t i o n  s u c h  a s  a l a r g e  s c a l e  

m a s s a c r e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  i t  was u n f i t  t o  r u l e  t h e  A r m e n i a n s .  

T h e  - v a l i  i n v e s t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n  o f  t r o o p s  

i n  t h e  summer o f  1993, b u t  was  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h  t h e  coming 

o f  u i n t e r .  I n  t h e  summer o f  1844 ,  t h e  nomadic  ~ u r d s  f r o m  

D i a r b e k i r ,  who h a d  b e e n  k e p t  o u t  o f  t h e  S a s o n  a rea  i n  p r e v i o u s  

y e a r s  b e c a u s o  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  t h e y  c a u s e d ,  were o n c e  a g a i n  

a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r .  T h e s e  K u r d s ,  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  

a t t a c k e d  T a l o r i  a q a i n  a n d  w e r e  a g a i n  r e p u l s e d .  T h e  O t t o m a n  

T h i s  a n d  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  K u r d s  l e d  t h e  -- v a l i  t o  d e c l a r e  

t h e  T a l o r i  a r p a  i n  open r e b e l l i o n  a q a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v s r n i n e n t .  

hc? t o l f r , r a p h n d  t o  E r z i n c a n ,  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  O F  t h e  F o u r t h  Army - I_---.--. C 
--I_- 

7 ; r : ,  ;,:,,"", 36 o f  i lecernber 1 8 9 4 ,  F.0 , 424 /181 .  



Corps ,  t w o  h u n d r e d  miles  away,  and  r e q u e s t e d  t r o o p s  a n d  

n o t i f i e d  t h e  P o r t e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Toven b a t t a l i o n s  o f  r e g u l a r  

t r o n p s  a n d  o n e  Harnidieh  r e g i m e n t  w e r e  s e n t  i n  r e p l y  t o  t h o  v a l i f s  

r e q u e s t .  The Hornidieh  r e g i m e n t  was k e p t  away f r o m  t h e  T a l o r i  a r e a  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b e i n g  u s e d  t o  r e p l a c e  r e g u l a r  t r o o p s ,  

w h i c h  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  government's d e s i r e  t o  a v o i d  e n c o u r a g i n g  

l a r g e  s c a l e  Kurd i sh -Ar rnnn ian  c l a s h e s . 2 8  When t h e  t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  

t h e  A r m e n i a n s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  h o p e l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  

surrendered t o  t h e  Ot toman  t r o o p s ,  p r o b a b l y  f e e l i n g  t h e y  were 

s a f e r  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s  t h a n  w i t h  t h a  l o c a l  s o l d i e r s  o r  K u r d s .  A f t e r  

t h e  army o c c u p i o d  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  ' m a s s a c r e '  b e g a n .  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  

a c t i o n s  o f  t h a  t r o o p s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  T a l o r i  h a d  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d ,  and  i n  f a c t  o r d e r e d ,  by C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

w h i l e  G r e e n e  and  m y r i a d  o t h e r  a c c o u n t s  s a y  a s  many a s  t w e n t y  

f i v e  t h o u s a n d  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  c o n s u l  i d a l l w a r d ,  t h e  o n l y  E u r o p e a n  

a t t e n d e d  by c o n s u l a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom t h e  P o w e r s ,  p u t  t h e  

f i g u r e  a t  n i n e  h u n d r c d O z 9  The  c o n s u l a r  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Commiss ion  

d i d  n o t  d e n y  t h a t  a n  " i n h u m a n  s l a u g h t e r "  t o o k  p l a c e ,  b u t  a l s o  

t h a t  i t  was v a s t l y  e x a g g e r a t ~ d .  T h e  k i l l i n g  was  

a n P a r e n t l y  c a r r i n d  o u t  by T u r k i s h  t r o o p s  u n d r r  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  

3 9  hi p l s y ,  p,-,rmo on t h e  ~ o i ~ t  l i e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o n s u l n r  L ) ~ l @ g a t e s  
k h ~  ' i s s u n  Commiss ion  o f  J u l y  2 U  1 6 9 5 ,  1 3 3  o f  I 2  O c t o b e r  1 8 3 6 ,  u, 424 /184 .  



f r o m  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  n o t  by K u r d s ,  T h e  t r o o p s  who w e r e  p r o s e n t  

j o i n e d  i n  o n l y  u p o n  t h e  insistence o f  t h e  army o f f i c e r s ,  30 

I t  i s  p r o b a b l ~  t h a t  t h e  m a s a a c r e  was  o r d o r e d  by C o n s t a n t i n -  

o p l o ,  p r o b a b l y  by Abdulhnmid h i m s e l f ,  who mus t  h a v e  b e e n  

f n l l o w i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  3 i t l i s  a r e a  c l o s e l y  d u r i n g  1 8 9 3  

a n d  1 8 9 4 .  Plr. S l o c k ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Embassy  s e c r e t a r y ,  r e p o r t e d  

. t h a t  t h e  v a l i  o f  B i t l i s  h a d  s e n t  a t e l e g r a m  t o  t h e  P o r t e  s a y i n g  - 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  A r m e n i a n s  lucre a s s e m b l e d  i n  o p e n  r e b e l l i o n .  h e  

w e n t  on  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n ,  i n  a moment o f  p a n i c ,  o r d e r e d  
31 

t h e  r e b e l l i o n  s t a m p e d  o u t  and  t h e  v i l l a g e s  d e s t r o y e d *  No p r o -  

v i n c i a l  g o v e r n o r  w o u l d  h a v e  d a r e d  t o  o r d e r  s u c h  a n   vent, and  

n o  r n i l i t a r p  o f f i c e r  would  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  i t  w i t h o u t  d i r e c t  

o r d e s s .  As c o n s u l  C h e r r n s i d e  s a i d 2  

" I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  T u r k i s h  t r o o p s ,  who i n  1876-77  
p r e v e n t e d  m a s s a c r e s  i n  Z u l q a r i a ,  t o o k  p a r t  i n  m a s s a c r e s  
w i t h o u t  o r d e r s ,  T u r k i s h  commanders  a r e  n o t o r i o u s l y  
w a n t i n q  i n  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  a f r a i d  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I t  

i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a  m i l i t a r y  commander o r d e r e d  o r  
i n s t i q a t e d  a m a s s a c r e ,  u n l e s s  h e  f e l t  h i s  a c t i o n  was  
j u s t i f i e d  by h i s  o r d e r s . " g 2  

I d h i l a  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  S a s o n  i n c i d e n t  was  t h e  



~ o v c r n m ~ n t  was w p l l  i n f o r m ~ d ,  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  

t h e s e  u r o u p s  t h r o u g h o u t  1393 madn some k i n d  o f  O t t o m a n  r e a c t i o n  

n e c c l s s a r y .  T h e  t e n s i o n  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  r ~ g i o n  a n d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

h a d  b ~ e n  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  m a k i n g  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  v i o l e n t  

r e a c t i o n s  o n  t h o  p a r t  o f  t h e  G u s l i m s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

! l a t h e r  t h a n  l e t  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  t a k e  m a t t e r s  i n t o  t h e i r  own 

h a n d s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  d i s c r e d i t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  

t h ~  p e o p l e ' s  e y e s ,  b u t  c o u l d  h a v e  l e d  t o  o p e n - e n d e d  massacres 

a n d  m o r e  s e r i o u s  r ~ v o l t s  a q a i n s t  O t t o m a n  a u t h o r i t y  by b o t h  

A r m e n i a n s  a n d  K u r d s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  

i t s ~ l f .  Mos t  o f  t h p  c o n t c l n p o r a r y  a c c o u n t s  o f  A b d u l h a m i d  w o u l d  

r e i n f o r c e  t h e  ' p a n i c e  p x p l a n a t i o n ,  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  S u l t a n  a s  

P a r a n o i d ,  a f r a i d ,  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  e v e r y o n e .  U h i l e  much o f  t h i s  

s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t r u e ,  h e  a l s o  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  h a d  a c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  

t h ~  E m p i r e  a n d  h i s  p o l i c i e s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  a f i rmer f o u n d a t i o n  

t h a n  i m m e d i a t e  r e a c p i o n s  t o  s p e c i f i c  e v e n t s .  

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h o  A r m e n i a n s  

came  a t  S a s o n  i n  A u g u s t  1894 was d u e  t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  

t h a t  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  The c a u ~ s e  

o f  e v e n t s  Mas p r o b a b l y  managed  f r o m  Bitlis u n t i l  t h e  r e q u e s t  

f o r  o u t s i d c  t r o o p s .  o n c e  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w a s  made ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u e  

t o  t h e  u r q p n t  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s  m a d e ,  t h e  g o v e r n m ~ n t  h a d  

p ~ r f p c t  c h C l n c c  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  A r m ~ n i a n  a n d  b:uslim p o p u l a t i o n  

O f  the r e n i o n  w i t h  a n  c x n m p l c  o f  government f i r m n e s s *  T h e  

' lOvt . rn ,npnt  r p a l i z p i - j  t h a t  t h e  IiiuSlim p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  



t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  b e  d o n e  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  Armenian 

i s  t h a t  Abdulhamid a l l o w e d  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  

A c t i v i t y  s u c h  a s  t h a t  of S a s o n  c o u l d  n o t  be a l l o w e d  t o  g o  

u n c h ~ c k e d  i n ' . t h e  E m p i r e  and  i t  was hoped  t h a t  a n  i s o l a t e d  

e x a m p l e  o f  u h a t  c o u l d  h a p p ~ n  when d i s s i d e n t  e l e m e n t s  c h o s e  t o  

d e f y  g o v e r n m e n t  a i t h o r i t y  would  s e r v e  a s  a  l e s s o n  t o  o t h e r s .  

F o r  t h e  moment t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  and 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  new Ot toman  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  

s h a l l  b e  s u s p e n d e d .  A g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i l l  

f o l l o w  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s ,  P e r h a p s  i t  i s  mos t  f i t t i n g  t o  

end t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i t h  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  own v iew o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  

S a s o n .  To  him i t  was armed r e b e l l i o n ,  p u r e  and s i m p l e ,  and  h i s  

r e a c t i o n  was  seem a s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  o f  E n g l a n d  t o  s i m i l a r  

s i t u a t i o n s  i n  I n d i a  and E g y p t ,  As h i s  s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  o f  h i s  

v i e w s  r 

" H i s  M a j e s t y  c o n t i n u e s  b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  j u s t  a s  i n  
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t h e r e  a r e  ~ i h i l i s t s ,  S o c i a l i s t s ,  and  
A n a r c h i s t s ,  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  o b t a i n  f rom t h e  Government  
c o n c e s s i o n s  and p r i v i l e g e s  which  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
g r a n t  t h e m ,  s o  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  A r m e n i a n s ,  who, f o r  
t h e i r  own p u r p o s e s  i n v e n t  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Government ,  and f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e  e n c o u r a g e -  
ment f rom S r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l s ,  a r e  emboldened t o  p r o c e e d  
t o  o p e n  a c t s  o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  w h i c h  t h e  Government  i s  
p e r f e c t l y  j u s t i f i e d  i n  suppressing by e v e r y  means  i n  
i t s  power .  "33  



CHAPTER N I N E S  R e a c t i o n  and Reform, 1895-97. 

News of t h e  Sason i n c i d e n t  spread q u i c k l y  t h roughou t  

e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  c r e a t i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  exc i tement  among b o t h  

C h r i s t i a n s  and Musl ims. The news was a m i x t u r e  o f  rumor and 

government s u p p l i e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  t h r o u g h  l o c a l  news- 

papers, b o t h  o f  wh ich  d e p i c t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  as an armed r e b e l l i o n  

by a t  l e a s t  a thousand Armenians. The commander o f  t h e  t r o o p s  a t  

Sason was awarded a medal by t h e  S u l t a n  h i m s e l f  and many o f  t h e  

K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  i n v o l v e d  had been reques ted  t o  t r a v e l  t o  Constan- 

t i n o p l s  where t h e y  were a l s o  rewarded t o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  The 

g ~ ~ e r n m e n t ' s  a t t i t u d e  t owa rd  t h e  Sason i n c i d e n t  was i n t e r p r e t e d  1 

by many Musl ims t o  be i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a s h i f t  i n  p o l i c y  t owa rd  a 

much h a r d e r  l i n e  t owa rd  t h e  Armenians and n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  g e n e r a l  
I 

among m i n o r i t y  groups.  J 

B e f o r e  1894 t h e  government had c o n s i s t e n t l ~  t r i e d  t o  d e a l  

wi th t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  w i t h  t r o o p s  and z a p t i e h s  and had t a k e n  

s t r i c t  measures t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b o t h  in t h e  

c i t i e s  and c o u n t r y s f d e ,  from t a k i n g  independent  a c t i o n .  T h i s  was 

P i r t  of t h e  a t t emp t  on t h e  p a r t  07 t h e  c e n t r a l  government t o  

a s s e r t  i t s  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  r e g i o n ,  demons t ra t i ng  t h a t  t h e  days 

O f  independent  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  were over .  A f t e r  Sason 

t h e r e  was n o t  an announced change i n  t h i s  p o l i c y  b u t  r a t h e r  l e s s  

on k.eping the  l o c a l  f l us l ims  under  c o n t r o l .  One exp lana-  

t i o n  07 t h i s  change i s  t h a t  t h e  government had s i m p l y  l o s t  t h e  



a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  events i n  t h e  reg ion .  The he igh tened  t e n s i o n  

coused by t h e  Sagon i n c i d e n t  and subsequent a c t i v i t y  by t h e  

Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  p l u s  t h e  Musl ims* b e l i e f  t h a t  

suppress ion  o f  a l l  Armenian a c t i v i t y  wa9 now o f f i c i a l  government 

p o l i c y  may have made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  government t o  

c o n t r o l  events,  The government p o l i c y  i n  e r r a c t  s i n c e  1889 07 

i n c r s a s i n g  t h e  power o f  t h e  l o c a l  government apparatus  was by 

no means an e s t a b l i s h e d  r e a l i t y  by 1894, no r  Was t h e i r  c r e d i b i l i t y -  

as t h e  spokesmen f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  government i n  t h e  r e g i o n  assured. 

Wi thou t  v i go roua  suppor t  f rom Cons tan t i nop le  t h e  c e n t r i f u g a l  

f o r ces  which had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  dominated t h e  r e g i o n  c o u l d  e a s i l y  

r e a s s e r t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e .  Under 'normal*  c i r cumstances  t h e  c e n t r a l  

government c o u l d  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s  dominance of  t h e  

P r o v i n c i a l  governments, bu t  c i rcumstances i n  eas te rn  A n a t o l i a  

a f t e r  1894 were f a r  f rom normal  .--- -- - - - --- - --- -8 
I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t ,  f a r  from l o s i n g  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  

c e n t r a l  government d e l i b e r a t e l y  loosened c o n t r o l  over  t h e  Kurds 

and u rban  no tab les ,  see ing  t h e  danger of  t h e  Armenian r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r i e s  as acu te  and n o t  w i s h i n g  t o  f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t e  t h e  

c e n t r a l  government i n  t h e i r  demise. By g i v i n g  t h e  i m p r e s ? i o n  

t h a t  t h e  Kurds and u rban  Musl ims were a c t i n g  independent l y  o f  

governmenta l  apparatus ,  b o t h  c e n t r a l  and l o c a l ,  i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  Armenian:-, t h e  government c o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  s t e p  i n  and, 

a f t e r  a s u i t a b l e  pe r i od ,  r e s t o r e  o rder .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r i e ?  

c o u l d  t h e n  be p o r t r a y e d  as t h e  g u i l t y  p a r t y  who had 30 s t i r r e d  



up  by t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  be c o n t r o l l e d  by  

t h e  government . 
PART I 

The immedia te  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  Sason i n c i d e n t  was t o  b r i n g  

about  a  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  

i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  Armenians were p r e p a r i n g  

f o r  open r e b e l l i o n  and t h a t  t h e  government sanc t i oned  any 

a c t i o n s  t o  p r e v e n t  such a r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s ,  i n  most 

cases  l e d  by  Hamid ieh o f f i c e r s ,  began t o  h a r a s s  and open ly  

a t t a c k  Armenian v i l l a g e s  i n  most o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s .  T h i s  was i n t e r -  

p r e t e d  by many o f  t h e  European obse rve rs  as a d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  government t o  use  t h e  ~ a m i d i e h  as t h e  i n s t u r -  

ment f o r  r i d d i n g  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  i t s  Armenian popu la t ion . '  Th is  

v iew was weakened somewhat by r e p o r t s  f rom c o n s u l  Graves i n  

Erzeroum t e l l i n g  o f  t r o o p  movements t h roughou t  t h e  w i n t e r  

them from excess i ve  r a i d i n g .  much o f  t h e  boo t y  s i e z e d  by Kurds  

i n  t h e  Erzeroum a rea  in August and September o f  1894 was i n  t h e  

Process  o f  b e i n g  r a t u r n e d  t o  i t s  Armenian owners by t h e  govern-  

men tm2  W h i l e  many s p e c u l a t e d  about  i n s i d i o u s  Ottoman m o t i v e s  

and p o l i c i e s ,  t h e r e  seems t o  be l i t t l e  ev idence  t o  suppo r t  such 

s p e c u l a t i o n ,  t h e  Ottomans a p p a r e n t l y  d e s i r i n g  t o  g e n u i n e l y  ease 

 allwa ward, Van, t o  Craves, 238 o f  19 September 1894, F.O., 
424/178. 

2 ~ r a v e s ,  Erzcroum, t o  C u r r i e ,  282 a? 20 October 1894, F 0 m t  

424/178. 



t h e  Armenians'  burden. 4 

The government was making a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  Kurds  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  o f  1894, b u t  t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  d i d  

l i t t l e  t owa rd  l o w e r i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  area. V i o l e n c e  
I 

of  any s o r t  was n o r m a l l y  seasona l  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  w i n t e r  

weather  c u r t a i l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Armenians, Kurds, and t r o o p s  
I 

' I 

a l i k e ,  There  was a r e e l i n g  o f  anx i ous  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  I 1 
I 

t h e  w i n t e r ;  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  if n o  o v e r t  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  by t h e  1 

government t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  Armenians, t h e r e  would be t r o u b l e  on 

a l a r g e  s c a l e  by t h e  summer.' A l l  t h e  c o n s u l s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  

dominant  s p l i t  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and c o u n t r y s i d e  was r a p i d l y  

becoming a  M u s l i m - C h r i s t i a n  one, T h i s  had been t r u e  t o  some 
----- - - -- 

e x t e n t  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1870's,  b u t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

empathy and c o o p e r a t i o n  between Armenian and K u r d i s h  peasants ,  
- - -- 

Armenian and T u r k i s h  merchants  and a r t i s a n s ,  and among t h e  

n o t a b l e s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s .  By 1894 t h i s  was r a p i d l y  chang ing  as t h e  

Armenians came t o  be seen as  a t h r e a t  and source o f  t r o u b l e ,  

Ottoman o f f i c i a l s  were becoming more and more r e l u c t a n t  t o  be 

seen wi th  c o n s u l s  o r  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  Mus l im  p o p u l a t i o n  

was g e n e r a l l y  conv inced  t h a t  a l l  Europeans were i n  l eague  w i t h  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and were i n t e r e s t e d  o n l y  i n  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Empire. 4 

Throughout  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1895, i t  was becoming more e v i d e n t  

3 ~ a l l w a r d  t o  Craves, 225 o f  2 Feb rua ry  1895, F.O., 424/191, 

4 ~ r .  J c w e t t  t o  Longwor th ,  72 o f  19 march 1895, F.O., 424/181. 



t h a t  t h e  Musl ims were ceas ing  t o  make t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and Armenian. There was i n c r e a s i n g  p ressu re  b e i n g  

p laced  on Armenians t o  c o n v e r t  t o  I s l a m  and a r i s e  i n  t h o  number 

a f  k i dnapp ings  o f  Armenian women by K u r d i s h  t r i b e ~ m e n . ~  The 

Hamidian governments 'Musl im p o l i c y '  was h a v i n g  an e f f e c t  t h a t  

perhaps was n o t  in tended ,  b u t  t h e  M u d i m s  were r e a c t i n g  t o  what 

t h e y  saw as a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  posed by t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  way 

t h e y  t hough t  t h e  government would have expected them t o .  When 

one of t h e  K u r d i s h  she i khs  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Sason i n c i d e n t  passed 

t h r o u g h  D i a r b e k i r  on h i s  way t o  Mecca he was t r e a t e d  as a h e r o  

by t h e  Musl ims of t h e  c i t y .  Consul  Boyad j i an  i n  t h a t  c i t y  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  Armenians i n  t h e  bazaars and o t h e r  p u b l i c  

p l a c e s  was becoming more b e l l i g e r e n t .  He lsxpressed t h e  fear  t h a t  

t h e  l o c a l  Armenians would do something t o  s e t  o f f  a g e n e r a l  

massacre, 6 

The p o l a r i z a t i o n  of  t h e  Armenian and Musl im communi t ies was 

a c t i v e l y  encouraged by t h e  Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  By 1895 t h e  

Dashnak p a r t y  had begun t o  emerge as t h e  dominant Armenian 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  group, which meant more emphasis on Armenian 

n a t i o n a l i s m  and l e s s  on d raw ing  Kurds i n t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  wh ich  

had been t h e  p o l i c y  of  t h e  Hunchak p a r t y .  Bes ides a marked 

i n c r e a s e  i n  arms smuggl ing i n  Van and Erzsroum, which r e s u l t e d  

i n  f r equen t  c l a s h e s  w i t h  b o t h  Kurds and Ottoman t r oops ,  most o f  

t h e  a c t i v i t y  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  was d i r e c t e d  w i th in  t h e i r  

S ~ ~ l l ~ ~ r d .  Van, t o  Graves, 72 o f  19 March 1895, F.o.,  424/182. 

6130yad j i a n  t o  C u r r i e ,  87 o f  26 March 1895, F.0,. 424/182. 



own community. Armenian no tab les ,  busir\t:ssmen, and v i l l a g e  

l e a d e r s  were i n t i m i d a t e d  and f r e q u e n t l y  assas ina t sd  when t h e y  

r e f u s e d  t o  suppor t  and u rge  t h e i r  peop le  t o  suppor t  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  program. Armed bands o f  Armenians were known t o  

l i v e  i n  t h e  Armenian q u a r t e r s  o f  Van, Erzeroum, and o t h e r  c i t i e s .  

By encourag ing p o l a r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  negated any 

moderate s o l u t i o n ' t o  t h e  problems i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  and 

encouraged c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  b o t h  o f  which were c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  

success of  t h e i r  program, 

The Kurds were more a c t i v e  i n  t h e  summer of  1895 t h a n  t h e y  

had been f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  The r a i d i n g  was a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  

a g a i n s t  Armenian v i l l a g e s ,  wi th i n t e r - t r i b a l  feud ing  becoming 

l e s s  prominent .  The ~ a m i d i e h  Kurds, over which a l l  semblance o f  

c o n t r o l  had by t h i s  t i m e  disappeared,  were most prominent  i n  t h e s e  

a t t a c k s ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h e y  had a  s p e c i a l  'm i ss i on '  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  

unannounced b u t  assumed p o l i c y  of' t h e  S u l t a n *  Wh i le  t r a d i t i o n a l  

m o t i v a t i o n s  ( see  Chapter  ~ w c )  must have been t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  

f a c t o r  i n  t hese  K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  a c t i o n 3  of  t h e  Armenians 

and t h e  ambiguous a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  government p r o v i d e d  t h e  Kurds 

w i t h  y e t  ano ther  r a t i o n a l e .  The K u r d i s h  t r i b e s ,  even w i t h  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Hamidieh o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  had bean l o s i n g  powor 

and i n f l u s n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  u rban  n o t a b l e s  and 

l o c a l  governments. K u r d i s h  l eade rs ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  i n  t h s  

Hamidieh who had been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e y  were t o  be t h e  S u l t a n ' s  

p e r s o n a l  army i n  t h e  area, responded t o  h i s  words and a c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  t h s  Armenians i n  t h e  manner t hoy  though t  was expected 



of them. T h i s  r a t i o n a l e  was, however, p robab l y  con f i ned  t o  

r e l a t i v e l y  eew Kurds. The Ottomans were occup ied t h roughou t  

1895 w i t h  p r e s e r v i n g  o rder  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and towns and c o u l d  

n o t  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  as t h e y  had i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f e w  

years.  T h i s  l e f t  a vacumn which t h e  Kurds were a lways p repared  ) 
. . - - - - - -- - 

t o  f i l l .  The a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and government was 

i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  o n l y  ?or t h e  degree o f  v i o l e n c e  and 

i t s  d i r e c t i o n .  

The l o c a l  governments, c o n t r o l l e d  i n  most cases by t h e  u rban  

n o t a b l e s ,  were a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  u r b a n e n t e r s  

t h roughou t  t h e  summer d e s p i t e  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  w i n t e r .  They were s t i l l  a b l e  t o  p reven t  any l a r g e  s c a l e  

t r o u b l e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  though l i t t l e  was done t o  r e g u l a t e  

t h e  s p o r a d i c  r a i d i n g  o f  t h e  Kurds. When nomadic Ku rd i sh  t r i b e s  

moved i n t o  t h e  Sason a rea  i n  ~ u l y ,  c o n s u l  Hampson was s u r e  t h e r e  

was g o i n g  t o  be ano ther  massacre, b u t  by August government 

t r o o p s  had f o r c e d  them o u t  and t r o u b l e  was a v e r t e d a 7  Most books 

on t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  Ottoman h i s t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w r i t t e n  by 

1897 t o g e t h e r  and p r e s e n t  them as a p e r i o d  of  more o r  l e s s  

c o n s t a n t  massacres by Kurds and Tu rks  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  Armenians. 

When t h e  r e c o r d  i s  examined i t  shows t h a t  t h e r e  were indeed  

even ts  which c o u l d  be c a l l e d  massacres, b u t  t h e y  Mere t h e  r e s u l t  

more o f  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a n  government p o l i c y  and i n  f a c t  

were t h e  e x c e p t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r u l e .  If we accept  t h e  h a r s h  

' ~ a m ~ s o n ,  Mush, t o  Graves, 208 of 24  Ju l y  1895, F.0.. 
424/183. 



l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  Bor peasants  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  as a r e a l i t y  and 

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t r i b e s m e n - v i l l a g e r  r i v a l r y  as a c o n t e s t  w i t h  

advantages t o  b o t h  s i des ,  t h e n  t h e  p e r i o d  1894-7 i s  n o t  as  

much an a b b e r a t i o n  as many would p o r t r a y  i t .  Indeed, one may 

marve l  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  d iscussed  i n  t h i s  s tudy  ( t h e  

encouragement o f  f e e l i n g s  o f  Musl im s u p e r i o r i t y ,  h a r s h  economic 

c o n d i t i o n s ,  l a c k  o f  f i r m  government p o l i c y  o r  presence, armed 

bands o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  th roughou t  t h e  coun t r ys i de ,  and so on) 

t h e r e  was n o t  more v i o l e n c e  t h a n  t h e r e  was. 

The summer's a c t i v i t i e s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  were i n t e r r u p t e d  

by t h e  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  Ottoman re fo rm  among t h e  European 

Powers. B r i t a i n ,  France, and Russ ia  had been a p p l y i n g  p r e s s u r e  

t o  t h e  government s i n c e  s a r l y  s p r i n g  1895, a f t e r  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  

t h e  Sason i n c i d e n t  had had t h e i r  f u l l  e f f e c t .  The amount of 

l i t e r a t u r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Europe d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  about  t h e  Pa te  

o f  t h e  Armenians i n  t h e  Ottoman Empi re  was phenomenal, and i t  

had i t s  e f f e c t s  i n  a p u b l i c  o u t c r y  i n  B r i t a i n  and France an,d i n  

o f f i c i a l  i n d i g n a t i o n  i n  Russia.  

The Ottoman government r e s i s t e d  a t t emp ts  by t h e  Powers t o  

f o r c e  a new r e f o r m  program on t h e  Empire, m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  

Armenian q u e s t i o n  was s t r i c t l y  an i n t e r n a l  m a t t e r  which had 

n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  Europe. The government h e l d  by i t s  e a r l i e r  

e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  was s imp l y  a case of  r e b e l l i o n  on t h e  

P a r t  o f  a few w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  with no popu la r  

suppor t .  The even ts  o f  t h e  summer weakened t h i s  argument 



c o n s i d e r a b l y  s i n c e  i t  began t o  appear t h a t  t h e  government 

c o u l d  n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  and t h a t  i f  

someth ing was n o t  done t h e  Armenians would be ex te rm ina ted ,  

As i n  t h e  1878-81 p s r i o d ,  much o f  t h e  European z e a l  ?or  

r e f o r m  wac a r e s u l t  o f  e x a g g e r a t i o n  and ove rs ta temen t  by t h e  

consu l s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  and o t h e r  European o b s e r v e r s m  W h i l e  t h e  

o t h e r  observe rs ,  a few, most n o t a b l y  H a l l w a r d ,  sen t  i n  r e p o r t s  

wh ich  seem t o  have had t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  

e x c l u s i v e l y  by  t h e  Armenians and which, i n  comb ina t i on  w i t h  t h e  

news s t o r i e s ,  se r ved  t o  i m p l y  a d a r k e r  p i c t u r e  t h a n  was deserved,  

An i n s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e p o r t i n g  i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x e r p t  

from a despa tch  f rom c o n s u l  Hampson w h i l e  he was i n  flush: 

" I n  eve ry  v i l l a g e  I was sur rounded by crowds o f  men, 
wom(ln, and c h i l d r e n ;  t h e i r  c r y  was a lways t h e  same, 
' save u s  f rom t h a  b r u t a l i t y  o f  t h e  zap t i ehs ' .  Never  
has  t h i s  b r u t a l i t y  been c a r r i e d  t o  such a p i t c h  as 
now; man a r e  beaten,  impr i soned ,  human excrement 
rubbed i n  t h e i r  Pacesj  women and g i r l s  i n s u l t e d  and 
d ishonoured,  d r a . , j e d  naked f rom t h e i r  beds a t  n i g h t i  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  spared, and t hese  o u t r a g e s  a r e  me re l y  
t h e  amusements o f  t h e  z a p t i e h s  w h i l e  t h e y  are engaged 
i n  s e l l i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  
v i l l a q e s  a t  a q u a r t e r  o f  i t s  ~ a l u e . . ~ O n  every  s i d e  I 
h e a r d  t h e  same t a l e s ;  i f  a c o n s u l  had n o t  been s e n t  t o  
Moush, n o t  an  Armenian would have da red  t o  r ema in  i n  
t h e  p l a i n O M 8  

8~arnpson t o  Graves, 365 o f  25 August 1895, .) F 0 424/183, 
The re  seems t o  be l i t t l e  ev idence  t o  suppo r t  t h e  v l ew  g i v e n  o f  
t h e  z a p t i s h s  i n  Hampson's r e p o r t .  They were u s u a l l y  l e f t  u n p a i d  
by t h e  government and werm f o r c e d  t o  e x t o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e s  
and may have commi t ted  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  b u t  n o t  as t h e  
' t a l a '  i m p l i e s ,  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t s  d e a l i n q  w i t h  t h e  v i l a y e t s  wh ich  saw t h e  most t r o u b l e  i n  
t h e  1894-7 p e r i o d  came f rom  allw ward and tiampson. 



One can  o n l y  spacu la te  on h i s  sources o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  b o t h  

he  and c o n s u l  H a l l w a r d  seemed t o  have had t h e  c l o s e s t  c o n t a c t  

w i th  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and r e l i e d  on them f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  Mush was p r o b a b l y  ons of  t h e  wors t  a reas  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od ,  t h e  - Hunchaks be ing  ve ry  much i n  

evidence,  Few Ottoman o f f i c i a l s  would d e a l  w i t h  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  

c o n s u l s  becauso of  what t h e y  cons ide red  o v e r l y  b i a s e d  views, 

The books w r i t t e n  by t r a v e l l e r s  i n  t h e  a rea  d u r i n g  t h i s  

P e r i o d  and, more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  by men who had been i n  t h e  a rea  

i n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  and w r o t e  i n  t h e  1890's Prom secondary i n f o r m a -  

t i o n ,  were even more s p e c t a c u l a r  i n  t h e i r  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Ottomans and t h e i r  defence o f  t h e  Armenians. The m i s s i o n a r i e s  

i n  t h e  area, many of  whom were t h e  a u t h o r s  of  t h e s e  books, ware 

l i k e w i s e  p rone  t o  exaggerated prose. As a c o n s u l  s a i d  of  them 

d u r i n g  a much l a t e r  p e r i o d ,  u , . . I  f e e l  t h a t  I am bound t o  s t a t e  

t h a t  I c o n s i d e r  t h a t  they  ( t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s )  are i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  

u s i n g  v e r y  exaggerated language i n  those  appea ls  ( f o r  funds), 

and i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  on t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  coun t ry .w9  A l l  o f  

t h e s e  sources of  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  even ts  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  

P l u s  t h e  newspapars and t h e  e f f i c i e n t  Armenian propaganda 

o r g e n i ~ a t i o n  i n  Europe, were a b l e  t o  mould p u b l i c  and government 

o p i n i o n  i n  Europe and t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t h e  Ottomans c o u l d  do 

t o  c o u n t e r  them. AbdulhamidDs r e p u t a t i o n  as ' Abdul t h e  ~ a m n e d '  

was a l r e a d y  c s t o b l i s h e d  and even t h e  b rand ing  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  

a r i e s  as ~ s o c i a l l s t - a n a r c h i s t  r a d i c a l s '  by t h e  government 

Persuaded o n l y  a few o u t s i d e  t h e  Empire. 

g ~ y r a l l  t o  DeConor, 45 o f  20 A p r i l  1905, F.O., 424/208. 



As l a t e  as  June 1895 t h e r e  were two d e f i n i t e  f a c t i o n s  i n  

t h e  Ottoman government c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  and d s s i r a -  

b i l i t y  OP now re forms.  One, te rmed t h e  m i l i t a r y  p a r t y  by t h e  
d- 

B r i t i s h  embassy, was f i r m l y  opposed t o  more r e f o r m s  and adv i sed  A 

t h e  S u l t a n  t o  s i m p l y  weather  t h e  s t o rm  o f  European p r e s s u r e  and 

Another  p a r t y  u rged  acceptance of t h e  r e f o r m  p r o -  

p o s a l s  o f  t h e  Powers, and a f t e r  a b i t t e r  and l o n g  s t r u g g l e  \yJ, 
e v e n t u a l l y  won t h e  day. The Su l t an ,  however, gave i n  t o  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  p a r t y  a t  f i r s t ,  knowing t h a t  i n  t h e  l o n g  run he  would  

have t o  y i e l d  t o  p r e s s u r e  from B r i t a i n .  By denounc ing r e fo rms  

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and d u r i n g  most o f  t h e  wmmer and t h e n  a c c e p t i n g  

t h ~ m  i n  August, he  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y  w i t h  h i s  Mus l im 

S u b j e ~ c t s  and made t h e  r e fo rms  even mors repugnan t  t h a n  t h e y  

n o r m a l l y  wou ld  have been, s i n c e  i t  was notv e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e w  

had been l i t a r a l l y  f o r c e d  on t h e  government., 

By August t h e  S u l t a n  had agreed t o  a new s e r i e s  o f  r e f o r m s ,  

b u t  i t  was s t i l l  f a r  f rom t h a t  wh ich  t h e  Powers had been demanding. 

The emphasis o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r o p o s a l  had been on Armenian p a r t i c i m  

asked t h e  Ottoman government t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  n a h i y e j  i n  such a 

way t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  wou ld  choose t h e i r  own mud i rs ,  t h e r e  wou ld  

b9 l o c a l  p o l i c e  i n  each n a h i y s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  would make u p  one- 

t h i r d  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and would  have a v e t o  power 

' O ~ l o c k .  M~rno, 335 o f  5 June 1895, f.0.. 424/182. 



on t h e  appo in tment  o f  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  -9 v a l i s  and t h e r e  was t o  be 

a permanent Commission o f  C o n t r o l  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  implementa-  

t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s r  a l l  were e i t h e r  r e f u s e d  o r  a l t e r e d  beyond 

r e c o g n i t i o n . l l  Ano ths r  main  p o i n t  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r o p o s a l  had 

been t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  tax - fa rm ing ,  w i t h  the  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  

d i r e c t  c o l l e c t i o n  by t h e  government,  The d e l a y  i n  d e c i d i n g  t h i s  

i s s u e  had c r e a t e d  much c o n f u s i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  s i n c e  t h e  

mu l t ax ims  r e f u s e d  t o  pu rchase  t h e  t i t h e s ,  f e a r i n g  t h e y  wou ld  n o t  

be a l l o w e d  t o  p r o f i t  i f  t h e  government accep ted  t h e  re forms,  The 

v i l l a g e s ,  d e s p i t e  encouragement f r om  t h e  government,  ware a l s o  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  buy u p  t h e i r  own t i t h e s  f o r  f e a r  of t h e  Kurds. The  

Ku rds  were e v i d e n t l y  a f r a i d  t o  s t e a l  f rom t h e  mu l t az ims  who were 

g e n e r a l l y  p o w e r f u l  men and had t h e  power o f  t h e  government 

b e h i n d  them, b u t  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  bought  t h e  t i t h e s ,  t h e  Ku rds  
e 1 

wou ld  have no Cear o f  s i e z i n g  t h e  gra in.12 By August t h i s  

c o n f u s i o n  had been c l e a r e d  up  by  a government d e c i s i o n  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t a x - f a r m i n g ,  though  wi th  a r e fo rmed  system. The t i t h e s  

were now t o  be o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  v i l l a g e  by v i l l a g e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  

by  e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t s ,  thus supposed ly  making i t  e a s i e r  f o r  

v i l l a g e r s  t o  purchase t h e i r  own t i t h e s *  13 

The a c t u a l  r e f o r m  program ( w h i c h  wasn' t  p u b l i c l y  announced 

u n t i l  October  1895) r e a s s e r t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  

B e r l i n ,  a p p o i n t e d  a new Commission t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  r e fo rms  and --- 
l 7 c u r r i s  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  153 o f  3 August 1895, F.O., 424/183. 
' 2 ~ r a v e s  t o  C u r r i e ,  204 o f  1 August 1895, F.O., 424/183. 

I3cherms ide ,  On S u l t a n ' s  Answer t o  Reform Proposa ls ,  153 o f  
J u l y  1895, F.O., 424/183. 



i n v e s t i g a t e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and p a r d o n e d  most  of t h e  Armenians  

h e l d  a s  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s . 1 4  Th. r e f o r m s  were t o  g o  i n t o  

e f fec t  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  E rze roum,  Van, Bitlis, K h a r p u t ,  

D i a r b e k i r ,  and S i v a s  " c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and  

t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s . * ' '  T h e  h e a d  of  t h e  new Commiss ion ,  

o f f i c i a l l y  e n t i t l e d  G e n e r a l  I n s p e c t o r ,  was S h a k i r  P a s h a ,  a f o r m e r  

Ambassador t o  R u s s i a  and c o n f i d a n t  o f  t h e  S u l t a n .  Most o f  t h e  

c o n s u l s  were q u i t e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e  

had  enough  power and  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  government t o  a c t  r e l a t i v e l y  

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

S h a k i r  P a s h a  a r r i v e d  i n  E rze roum i n  September 1 8 9 5  and began  

h i s  e n q u i r i e s  i m m e d i a t e l y .  He i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e ! . p r i s o n s ,  a u d i t e d  

k e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  l o c a l  z a p t i e h s  and p o l i c e ,  and  c r e a t e d  a  c o r p s  of  

t a h s i l d a k s  ( e x a m i n e r s )  f o r  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n .  He t h e n  moved t o  s e t  

up a r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  l i k e  t h e  e a r l i e r  c o m m i s s i o n s  

I 4 ~ h e  s p e c i f i c  p rog ram a c c e p t e d  by t h e  Ottoman gove rnmen t  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
1 j u d i c i a l  i n s p e c t o r s .  
2 0  gendarmes and  p o l i c e  f rom a l l  classes.  
3 .  r e f o r m  of p r i s o n  l a w s .  
4 .  kaimakams t o  come f rom I m p e r i a l  C i v i l  S c h o o l  o r  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  
5 0  t i t h e s  c o l l e c t e d  by v i l l a g e .  
6.  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  s p e s i a l  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s  ( t a h s i l d a r s )  
7 0  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  f o r c e d  l a b o r  w i t h  payment i n  money o r  k i n d .  
8.  b u d g e t  0 7  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e a c h  v i l a y e t  f i x e d  by m i n i s t r y  

o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
9 0  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  moukh ta r  f o r  e a c h  q u a r t e r  o f  v i l l a g e .  
C u r r i e  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  o f  18 November 1896 ,  F.O., 424/189. 
T h e  r e f o r m  p r o p o s a l s  ::'the power s  were g e n e r a T l y d r a f t e d  by t h e  
B r i t i s h ,  t h e  o t h e r  Power s  r e c o g n i x i n g  t h e i r  p r e d o m i n a n t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  ares  as  a r e s u l t  of C o n g r e s s  of' B e r l i n ,  

l S ~ i z i r a l  O r d e r  A d d r e s s e d  t o  - V a l i s ,  1 9 7  o f  8 O c t o b e r  1895 ,  
F O  424/184. r. , 



i n  1080 had done, b u t  r a n  i n t o  unforessen d i f f i c u l t i e s .  No 

Armenians would s i t  on t h e  commission and i n  f a c t  no Armenians 

would coope ra te  i n  any way w i t h  S h a k i r ' s  a t t e m p t s  a t  r e fo rm .  16  

The Armenians o f  t h e  c i t y  were dominated c o m p l e t e l y  by t h e  

l o a a l  Oashnak p a r t y ,  wh ich had decreed t h a t  t h e r e  would be no 

c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  Ottoman r e f o r m  a t tempts .  The r e ~ ~ l u t i o n a r i e s *  

p o l i c y  t h roughou t  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer of c o n c s n t r a t i n g  on 

c o n t r o l  of' t h e  Armenian community had worked; t h e  o n l y  C h r i s t i a n  

on S h a k i r  Pasha's r e f o r m  commission i n  Erzeroum was a  Creek 

PART I1 

The re fo rm  commission remained i n  Erzeroum th roughou t  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1895 and most of  t h e  w i n t e r ,  more o u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t h a n  

b u t  i t s  e f f e c t  on e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was immediate. The government 

had been a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  o rde r  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and p reven t  any 

ma jo r  ou tb reaks  o f  v i o l e n c e  o r  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Armenians i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer, p r i m a r i l y  because 

t h e  Mus l ims t hough t  i t  was g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  Armsnian r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s *  The a c t i v i t y  of' t h e  ~ u r d i s h  

t r i b e s  i n  t h e  summer was n o t  r e a l l y  i n d i c a t i v e  of  t h e  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  as has  been p o i n t e d  

1 6 t r a v n s  t o  C u r r i e ,  92 o f  27 September 1895, F.o., 424/184. 
171 - bid.. 



out abovo. Tho governront crackdawn a t  Sa8en i n  t h e  p rov iou r  yoar 

had bought t ima fo r  t he  ~evornment, but i t f s  8 f foc t  could not  

l a r t  forovor ,  rmpoeia l ly  minto tho  r 8 v o l u t i a n a r i r r  had no in ton -  

t i e n  a? l o t t i n g  up t ho  promsuro. On t h o  contrary,  a f t o r  Sason 

t i m  and fo rc ing  a c o n f r m t a t i m  w i t h  t ho  Ottomans. 18 

Tho Curopran intorfmroncm boginning i n  t ho  sp r ing  o f  1895 

had two majer a f foc ta ,  Tha Armenianm were 811 t he  mar8 8ncouragod 

r i n c e  i t  appoarod t a  then t h a t  ac tua l  intOrvOntf0n by t h o  Pmorm 

Armontan *committees* i n  B r i t a i n  and France which worm prossing 

for  Eufepean ruppor t  e f  Armenian indopondonc8 811 oncoura~od t ho  

r o v o l u t i e n a r l o s  i n  t h i s  aanvict ion.  Tho Sason i nc i den t  had -3k 
Caught t h a  roue lu t i ena r i aa  t h a t  f C purbed far  enough, t h e  Otta- 

ga in ing  adhorants i n  both c i t y  and coun t rya id r  becauao o f  

t h o  r idmrpro rd  bo l fe?  t h a t  t ho  Ottonana r a r o  pursuing a p o l i c y  o f  

@x te r * i na t i on  and bocruae t h o  incroasod a c t i v i t y  of t he  Kurda, 

now baing directed r lmoat  e x c l u r i v o l y  a t  Armenian8, had mado l i f a  



T h e i r  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a r i t y  had f u r t h e r  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e i r  

supp ress ion  t h r o u g h  t h r e a t s  and a s s a s i n a t i o n s  o f  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

d i s s i d e n t  e lements  w i t h i n  t h e  Armenian community, 

The o t h e r  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  European i n t e r v e n t i o n  was t o  c r e a t e  

a  r e a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Musl im community. The Ottoman government had 

so man ipu la ted  t h e  European demands f o r  r e f o r m  t h a t  it was 

c l e a r  t o  most Musl ims i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  t h a t  t h e  government 

was b e i n g  f o r c a d  t o  accept  a r e f o r m  program a g a i n s t  i t s  w i l l ,  

The r e f o r m s  were seen as ano ther  example of' European i m p e r i a l i s m ,  

one s t e p  on t h e  r o a d  t o  Armenian independence. The government 

appeared power less,  t h r o u g h  no f a u l t  of  i t s  own, t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  

imp lemen ta t i on  of  t h e  re forms.  Ottoman r h e t o r i c  conce rn ing  t h e  

Armenians f o r  t h e  p a s t  decade had s t r e s s e d  t h a t  independence 

would wreck t h e  Empi re  and t h a t  t h e  Armenians were s i m p l y  t o o l s  

o f  European i m p e r i a l i s m .  T a k i n g  t hese  l essons  t o  h e a r t ,  t h e  
I 

mus l ims were determined a f t e r  t h e  summer of  1895 t h a t  t h i s  

independence would never  be achieved.  S ince  t h e  re fo rms were / \. 
seen s i m p l y  as one s t e p  on t h e  way t o  independence@ t h e ~  c l e a r l y  

had t o  be f r u s t r a t e d  and t h e  Armenians conv inced  by f o r c e  t o  

9 i v e  up i d e a s  of  s e p a r a t i o n .  By September t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  o f  - 
s e c r e t  o r g a n i z n t i o n s  among Musl ims i n  t h e  c i t i e s  which were 

Pledged t o  oppose by f o r c e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any r e f o r m s  
-- -- _ ^____I-- -.IL.L-C.- 9 

groups were made up o f  t h e  w...worst c l a s s  o f  Moslems" and 

c o n s u l  Gravns i n  Erzeroum r e p o r t e d  t h e  same, s a y i n g  t h e y  were 



l e d  by t h e  "...lower c l a s s  of  o f f i c i a l s  and r e l i g i o u s  she ikhs.  ,, 19 

When t h e  news a r r i v e d  on October 21 t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  had 

f o r m a l l y  accep ted  t h e  r e f o r m  program worked o u t  by t h e  Ottoman 

and B r i t i s h  governments, t h e  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  came from a 
/ 

p r e d i c t a b l e  source:  t h e  town o f  B i t l i s .  Ths Armenians o f  t h e  

town had been c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  open ly  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  event  and t h u s  

add f u e l  t o  t h e  f lames,  bu t  t h i s  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  dampen t h e  r i s i n g  

t e n s i o n ,  On 22 October ,  Armenian businessmen and a r t i s a n s  began 

l a t e r  t h e y  began t o  c a u t i o u s l y  re-open t h e i r  shops and appear i n  

p u b l i c  aga in ,  t h e i r  b i shop  b e i n g  assured by t h e  l o c a l  govern- 

ment t h a t  t h e r e  would be no t r o u b l e .  On F r i day ,  as  t h e  Mus l ims 

wers g o i n g  t o  t h e  mosque, t h e  Armenians n o t i u e d  t h a t  moat of' them 

wers armed and f e a r i n g  t h e y  were p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a massacre, t h e  

shops were once a g a i n  c l o s e d  and t h e  Armenians r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  

q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  town, D u r i n g  t h i s  process,  which s t a r t e d  w i t h  a 

few shopkeepers and q u i c k l y  spread, a few z a p t i e h s  and Musl im 

shopkeepers t r i e d  t o  ca lm t h o  Armenians and f i n d  o u t  why t hey  

were c l o s i n g .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w i t h  con fus ion  complete  i n  t h e  

marke tp lace ,  a sho t  was f i red ;  The Musl ims i n  t h e  mosque hba rd  

t h e  sho t ,  assumed t h a t  i t  was f rom an Armenian, and came p o u r i n g  

o u t  o f  t h e  mosque and began t o  a t t a c k  every  Armenian i n  s i g h t .  

B Y  t h e  end o f  t h e  day s e v e r a l  hundred had been k i l l e d  and 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  damage t o  Armenian p r o p e r t y  causedb20 T h i s  i n c i d e n t  - 
1 9 t r a v o ~  t o  C u r r i s ,  339 o f  3 Ssptember 1895, F.O., 424/183. 
2 0 ~ e v .  Knapp t o  Hampson, 731 o f  6 November 1895, F.O., 

424/184. 



is  r e c a l l e d  h e r o  i n  d e t a i l  b a c a u s e  it was p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  

many o t h e r s  which t o o k  p l a c e  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1895 .  The  

Musl ims  se ldom d i s t i n g u i s h e d  be tween  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and  Armenians  

by t h i s  t i m e  and  t h e  8 m a s s a c r e s *  were u s u a l l y  r e l a t i v e l y  

s p o n t a n e o u s .  C o n s u l  Cumberba tch  r e p o r t e d  f rom Erzeroum t h a t  

w a . . t h e  s t a t e  of f e e l i n g  i n  Mussulman c i rc les  h a s  r e a c h e d  s u c h  a  

p i t c h  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p r o v o c a t i o n  i s  o n l y  n e e d e d  t o  se t  t h e  

f a n a t i c a l  T u r k i s h  mob on t o  t h e  Armenians. . .  w 2 1 

I n  Erzeroum a n  i n c i d e n t  a t  a l m o s t  t h e  same time a s  t h a t  i n  

Bitlis c l a i m e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  Armenians  and  

t w e n t y  f i v e  f l u s l i m s .  T e n s i o n  had  been  b u i l d i n g  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  r e f o r m  d e c r e e  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  Armenian ' r i o t s '  i n  C o n s t a n t i n -  

o p l e  and  T r e b i z o n d  which h a d  been  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  T u r k i s h  p a p e r s  

and which  were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  l o c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  Erzeroum had  a s s a s i n a t e d  a h i g h l y  

v e n e r a t e d  s h e i k h  and a b d u c t e d  h i s  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ,  a g i r l  who 

had  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  k i d n a p p e d  from a n  Armenian v i l l a g e . 2 2  T h e  

Muslim o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e  was p r e p a r i n g  f o r  v e n g e a n c e  

and t h e  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  we re  p r e p a r e d  t o  meet 

them. A f t e r  a  s t r a y  s h o t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v a l i ' s  h o u s e ,  a  

Muslim mob began  t o  rampage  t h r o u g h  t h e  Armenian b a z a a r ,  f o r c i n g  

most  o f  t h e  Armenians  t o  t r y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c i t y .  The - v a l i  was 

a b l e  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  a r e a ,  t h u s  p r e v e n t i n g  

mom k i l l i n g  and l o o t i n g . 2 3  I t  was much more oP  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  - 
Z 1 ~ u r n b s r b a t c h  t o  C u r r i e ,  460 o f  29 O c t o b e r  1895, F * o * ,  424/184. 

2 2 ~ u r n b e r b a t c h ,  O b s e r v a t i o n s  on t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  V a l 1  of  
E rze roum on D i s o r d e r s ,  314 o f  March 1896 ,  F.O., 424/186. 

2 3 ~ u m b s r b a t c h  t o  S e c r e t a r y  ~ e r b e r t ,  541 of  4 November 1895, 
F.O,, 424/184.  



t h a n  t h e  B i t l i s  i n c i d e n t  had been, w i t h  Armenians f i r i n g  on 

Musl ims f rom r o o f t o p s  and o f f e r i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s i s t a n c e .  I t  

was a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  f rom B i t l i s  i n  i t s  e x t e n t .  The l o c a l  

government i n  Erzeroum was a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  v i o l e n c e  once 

i t  had begun. I t  was s i g n i f i c a n t ,  however, t h a t  even i n  Erzsroum, 

t h e  l a r g e s t ,  most s t a b l e  and secure c i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e  

government was unab le  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  ou tb reak  of  v i o l e n c e .  

I n  t h e  D i a r  b e k i r  v i l a y e t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  was a p p a r e n t l y  more 

widespread, w i t h  an ou tb reak  i n  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

days i n  November and a t t a c k s  on o t h e r  towns and v i l l a g e s  by 

Kurds t h roughou t  t h e  month. Consu l  H a l l w a r d  r e p o r t e d  a t  l e n g t h  

on a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  l i s t i n g  over  8,000 dead, 25,000 

f o r ced  t o  c o n v e r t  t o  I s lam,  and accused t h e  l o c a l  government o f  

b e i n g  i n  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  t h e  r i o t e r s  and t h e  ~ u r d s . ' ~  There was 

l i t t l e  h i n t  o f  any impending massacre i n  t h e  c i t y  be fo re  i t  

occu r red  and a f t e r  o r d e r s  were r s c e i v e d  from C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  on 

November 3, t h e  l o c a l  government was a b l e  t o  h a l t  a l l  a c t i v i t y  

i n  t h e  c i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Armenians w i t h  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e .  1 t  was 

t h i s  respons iveness  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  from t h e  c e n t r a l  government 

b y  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  caused s u s p i c i o n  among t h e  consu ls .  

They i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  t h e  d i s o r d e r s  were o rde red  by 

t h e  c e n t r a l  government and a t  a l l  t ime3  c o n t r o l l e d  by i t s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

I n  l a t e  November a l l  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e s  of' t h e  F o u r t h  Army 

Corps (60,000) were c a l l e d  o u t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  outbreaks,  b u t  

2 4 ~ a l l w a r d  t o  Cumberbatch, D i a r b e k i r ,  26 o f  17 March 1896, 



t h e y  accompl ished v o r y  l i t t l e .  L i k e  D i a r b e k i r ,  t h e  Van v i l a y e t  

was t h e  scene o f  v i r t u a l  anarchy i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  though  

t h e r e  wore no i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f .  S ince  t h e  c i t y  o f  

Van was one o f  t h e  main  c e n t e r s  o f  Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

a c t i v i t y ,  i t  i s  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  government and t h e  -9 v a l i  

Nazim Pasha, t h a t  b o t h  s i d e s  were k e p t  i n  check. I n  t h e  c o u n t r y -  

s i d e ,  however, t h e r e  was no  check on K u r d i s h  r a i d i n g .  Consu l  

H a l l w a r d  c a l l e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  " e x t r a o r d i n a r y "  and blamed S h a k i r  

Pasha and t h e  r e fo rm  commission f o r  s t i r r i n g  up t h e  Kurds. 
25 

Consuil. Cumberbatch i n  Erzeroum a t t a c h e d  a n o t e  t o  t h i s  despa t ch  

of H a l l w a r d ' s  and d e n i e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  S h a k i r  Pasha, 

s a y i n g  he  was d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  c o u l d  t o  W i n t a i n  o rde r .  He 

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Kurds  were s i m p l y  t a k i n g  advantage o f  t h e  

g e n e r a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  do what t h e y  had 

a lways done, o n l y  t o  a  g r e a t e r  degree. Ha a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  

t h e  Kurds  p r o b a b l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  p l eased  t h e  

S u l t a n  as  w e l l ,  t hough  n o t  because t h e  government had d i r e c t l y  

t o l d  them so. 

T o  comp le te  t h i s  p i c t u r e  o f  t u r m o i l ,  t h e  D c r s i m  Kurds  

descended i n t o  t h e  Kharpu t  v i l a y e t  t h r o u g h o u t  November. T h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  were m a i n l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  l o o t i n g  and b u r n i n g  and 

a l t h o u g h  t h e y  managed t o  e n t e r  t h e  town o f  Kharpu t  and cause 

e x t e n s i v e  damage, t h e y  were d r i v e n  o u t  by t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  

a f t e r  a  day.26 In t h e  S i vas  v i l a y e t  a  few of t h e  s m a l l e r  towns 

2 5 ~ a l l w a r d  t o  Cumbcrbatch, 792 of 20 Novembcr 1895, F.O., 
424/184. 

2 6 ~ u m b e r b a t c h  t o  C u r r i e ,  839 of 5 December 1895, F.O., 
424/184. 



su f f e red  ou tb reaks  o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  Armenians, b u t  t h e  c i t y  

i t s e l f  was calm. As i n  o the r  areas,  t h e r e  wsre l o c a l  c i r cum-  

s tances  which d i c t a t e d  t h e  events, i n  t h i s  case t h e  Musl ims 

were r e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  c l o s u r e  of a l l  Armenian shops i n  s e v e r a l  

towns o rdered  by t h e  l o c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g roup*  S ince  t h e  

Armenians rep resen ted  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  t r a d i n g  and a r t i s a n  

g roup  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  when t h e i r  shops were c l o s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

h a r d s h i p  was P e l t  i n  t h e  Mus l im househo lds*  27 

The o n l y  scene o f  ca lm i n  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  was t h e  c i t y  o f  

Mush and t h e  a rea  immed ia te l y  around i t .  D e s p i t e  v i o l e n c e  i n  

nearby B i t l i s ,  t h e  a rea  remained q u i e t  t h roughou t  t h e  f a l l .  The 

t o  t h e  even ts  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  shou ld  be, t h e  m u t e s a r r i f  - and t h e  

m u f t i  c o u n s e l l i n g  ca lm and t h e  k a d i  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  o f f i c i a l s  - -.--- 

U r g i n g  t h e  Musl ims t o  f o l l o w  t h e  example of  B i t l i s p  D i a r b ~ k i r ,  

and E r ~ e r a u m . ~ *  The m u t a s a r r i f  was ve ry  a c t i v e  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  

Preven t  t r o u b l e ,  send ing  o u t  cons tan t  p a t r o l s  w i t h  t h e  f eu  

a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  p reven t  t h e  Kurds i n  t h e  a rea  from 

cOa lcsc ing  and making l a r g e  s c a l e  r a i d s .  The a c t i v e  p o l i c y  o f  

P robab ly  t h e  most p rosperous  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  were enough 

Preven t  v i o l e n c e  from b r e a k i n g  out ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  perhaps 

s- 

2 7 ~ r  . Herbse t ,  L e t t o r  addrossed t o  ~ e r b e r t ,  Kerassunds, 
621 of  16 Novenbor 1895, F.O., 424/184. 

*%ampson t o  Cumberbatch, 77 of 17 December 1895, F . O . ,  
424/~ 06, 



By l a t e  Dacember, t h o  v i o l e n t  p e r i o d  was over; The r e s e r v e s  

wore r e c a l l e d  i n  January, n o t  so much because t hay  were no l o n g e r  

needed b u t  because t h a y  were t o o  much of a burden on t h e  a reas  

t o  which t h e y  had been sen t .  The peasants  p r e f e r r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  

chances w i t h  t h e  Kurds r a t h e r  t h a n  be assured of  h a v i n g  t o  f eed  

and house t h e  s o l d i e r s .  I n  o t h e r  areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y  Van, t h e  

government began t o  t a k e  a s t r i c t e r  a t t i t u d e  t oward  t h e  Kurds, 

summoning s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  more i m p o r t a n t  l e a d e r s  t o  f r z e r o u m  t o  

answer charges.  By e a r l y  December H a l l w a r d  was a b l e  t o  say t h a t  

" . . ~ a f F a i r s  i n  t h i s  v i l a y e t  (van)  have now more o r  l e s s  resumed 

t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  course.  0 2 9  The - k a d i  i n  Mush who had been so a c t i v e  

i n  u r g i n g  v i o l e n c e  was r e c a l l e d  i n  January a f t e r  many t e l eg rams  

from t h e  m u t e s a r r i f  t o  t h e  Por te .  These moves seem t o  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  government had dec ided  t o  t o k e  a new s tance  i n  1096. 

PART I11 

The even ts  of t h e  f a l l  of  1895 had been a severe t e s t  f o r  

the Ottoman system of' government i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  b u t  i t  

t h e  r eg ion ,  two, t h e  army and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government, 

had remained l o y a l  and had f o l l owed  t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  government 's 



f a i t h  t h e  government had p laced  i n  t h e  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  

had p a i d  off' d u r i n g  t h i s  t u r b u l e n t  p e r i o d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  were a b l e  

t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  ou tb reaks  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  u rban  c e n t e r s ,  and 

t h e  army had been a b l e  t o  p r e v e n t  any l a r g e  s c a l e  r e b e l l i o n s  

o r  massacres i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  which t h e  government t hough t  would se rve  t o  c o n t r o l  

t h e  Kurds, t h e  - Hamidieh, had broken down complete lP.  For  most 

of 1895, t h e  Kurds had been f r e e  o f  most  control^, t h e  Hamid ieh 

Kurds i n  f a c t  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  d i s o r d e r s .  
30 

The u rban  n o t a b l e s  had demonst ra ted t h a t  t h e y  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  

Prevented i n  most cases from p r e v e n t i n g  unwanted i n c i d e n t s  o f  

v i o l e n c e ,  T h i s  was perhaps t h e  g r e a t o o t  f l a w  i n  t h e  Ottoman 

system and one t h e  government mitst have seen* The urban n o t a b l e s  

and i n  much o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  making 

UP most o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  governments. The 

from o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a  and many o f  t h e  t o p  o f f i c i a l s  were 

by C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  b u t  t h e  m a j l i s s e s ,  c o u r t s ,  

and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  wers s t a f f e d  from among t h e  - 
30flany Europnans on t h e  scene i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  t o  mean t h e  

Kurds wers o p e r a t i n q  under o r d e r s  f rom Cons tan t i nop le ,  b u t  g i v e n  
the n a t u r e  of  t h e  yam id i sh  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  v i r t u a l l y  non- 
e x i s t e n t  l i n e s  o f  communicat ion between t h e  t r i b e s  and t h e  
c e n t r a l  government, t h i s  appears t o  be ex t reme ly  d o u b t f u l .  



n o t a b l e s  and t h o i r  r e t a i n e r s .  The Ottoman government c o u l d  n o t  

L, 
y e t  a f f o r d  t h e  l u x e r y  o f  a  sepa ra te  c l a s s  of  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and was t h e r e f o r e  f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on l o c a l  

resources ,  Thus, w h i l e  t h e  n o t a b l e s  were r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  =& 

commands OF t h e  c e n t r a l  government, aware t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  open l y  

de fy  i t ,  t h e y  a l s o  had t h e  power of sabo tag ing  i t s  p o s i t i o n  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  presence i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e .  The 
J 

appoin tment  o f  more p o w e r f u l  - v a l i s  and o t h e r  h i g h  o f f i c i a l s ,  

had a l l  been a t t emp ts  t o  weaken t h i s  power of t h e  n o t a b l e s  o t  a t  

l e a ~ t  c o n t r o l  i t .  The p r e c a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  government i n  

1895 b rough t  home t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  c e n t r a l i z e d  

c o n t r o l  was f a r  from won* 31 

The i m p l o m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  program i n  1896 was v iewed 

by t h e  c e n t r a l  government w i t h  t h e  above s i t u a t i o n  i n  mind a t  

a l l  t imes .  W h i l e  aware t h a t  t h e  Powers had t o  be p laca ted ,  t h e  

government was p r o b a b l y  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  see ing  t o  it t h a t  
- 

more Power d i d  n o t  pass i n t o  t h e  hands o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  t h r o u g h  

f u r t h e r  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e  r e f o r m s  

which l i t t e r a d  T u r k i s h  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry " ,  32 t h e y  

were a l s o  a f a r  c r y  from what t h e  Power. had o r i g i n a l l y  i n tended .  

"0ne o f  t h e  reasons t h e  r e f o r m  program was n o t  accepted 
u n t i l  October was p robab l y  t h a t  t h i s  l e f t  t h e  n o t a b l e s  l i t t l e  
t ime t o  a r q s n i z n  a r e a c t i o n ,  w i n t  s r  weather making v i r t u a l l y  
al l  a c t i v i t y  i m p r a c t i c a b l e .  

32 
Anderson, op.c i t . ,  P. 255.  



Tha main t h r u s t  of  t h e  re fo rms was t o  be t h e  i n c r e a s e d  

employment o f  Armenians i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  r e f o r m  o f  

t ax - f a rm ing ,  and t h e  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  s t r u c t u r e .  The p rocess  \ 

o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  began much as t h e  1880 re fo rms had begun, w i t h  

t h ~  a r r i v a l  o f  a commission and t h e  emphasis on r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  I. 
order ,  The government was e v i d e n t l y  i n t e n t  on p r e v e n t i n g  a 

r e c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  f a l l  and S h a k i r  Pasha was 

g i v e n  more e x t e n s i v e  powers t h a n  t hose  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  r e fo rm  

commissions, Wh i l e  w i s h i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  o rde r ,  t h e  government d i d  

n o t  w i sh  t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n  o r  t h e  n o t a b l e s  a t  

t h e  same t ime,  Thus, i n  January s e v e r a l  K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  were 

summoned t o  Erzeroum, which was enough t o  make t h e  o t h e r  K u r d i s h  

l e a d e r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more c a u t i o u s ,  and by May 1896 i t  was 

s p i t e  o f  ev idsnce  a g a i n s t  them compi led  by t h e  l o c a l  p rosecu to r .  
33 

The Kurds were s t i l l  seen as a p o t e n t i a l  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  

a Russ ian  i n v a s i o n  and as a u s e f u l  c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  t h e  Armenians 

and t h u s  t h e i r  c r e d i b i l i t y  had t o  be main ta ined.  

D e s p i t e  h i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  powers, Shak i r  Pasha was hampered 

i n  h i s  r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s  i n  s e v e r a l  ways. The l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  and 

t h e  Armenians i n  most cases r e f u s e d  t o  coopera te  w i t h  h i m  and 

t h e  government s t i f l e d  most o f  t h e  re fo rms by s i m p l y  say ing  no 

funds were a v a i l a b l e .  He had o r d e r s  t o  implement o n l y  t h o s e  
_ C I  

3 3 ~ r a v e s  t o  C u r r i e ,  40 o f  15 flay 1 8 9 6 ,  F . O . ,  424/187. 



r e f o r m s  wh ich  c o u l d  f i t  i n t o  p r e s e n t  budge ts  and t h e  c o s t  o f  

t h e  commission, wh i ch  was c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  p l u s  S h a k i r  Pasha's 

s a l a r y ,  was t o  be p a i d  by t h e  v i l a y e t  i n  wh ich  h e  was r e s i d e n t O 3 4  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Emp i re  was a l s o  used t o  

hamper t h e  r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s  s i n c e  t h e  S u l t a n  o r d e r e d  t h e  P o r t e  
4 

t o  execu te  t h e  r e f o r m s  and t h e  P o r t e  t h e n  gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  

t h e  commiss ion and p r o v i n c i a l  governments, The p r o v i n c i a l  - 

t h r o u g h  h i s  a d v i s o r s  i n  u e  Pa lace  i n  o r d e r  t o  have t h e  P o r t e ' s  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  weakened.35 T h i s  p rocess  was u t i l i z e d  t o  a  g r e a t  - 
degree  and was one o f  t h e  ma jo r  causes o f  c o r r u p t i o n  and b r i b e r y  

i n  t h e  Ottoman government,  and, o f  course,  o f  Abdu lhamid 's  power. 

By March t h e  B r i t i $ h  Embassy s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Armenian Q u e s t i o n  dead, t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e f o r m  program and i t s  i n i t i a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  h a v i n g  s a t i s f i e d  

t h e  Powsrs. 36  

The r e f o r m  commiss ion d i d  see  t o  i t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  were 

t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p rov i nces ,  though  

t h e y  were v i r t u a l l y  a l l  a s s i s t a n t s  (mouav ins)  t o  t h e  mus l im  

o f f i c i a l s ,  The c o n s u l s  were unanimous i n  t h e i r  judgement t h a t  t h e  

re form had v i r t u a l l y  no  e f f s c t ,  Many o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  a p p o i n t e d  

3 4 ~ h i s  was a seve re  hand i cap  f o r  t h e  commission S ince  t h e  
v i l a y e t s  wh i ch  most needed a t t e n t i o n  were a l s o  t h e  p o o r e s t  ( ~ i t l i s  
and Van e s p e c i a l l y )  and c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  have S h a k i r  Pasha r e ~ a i n  

t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  By March 1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  commission had t o  
move t o  S ivas ,  t h e  o n l y  v i l a y e t  wh i ch  c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t ,  Graves t o  
C u r r i e ,  165 of 2 4  September 1897, F.O., 424/192. 

351ilack t o  C u r r i a ,  268 o f  3  march 1896, F.O., 424/186. 
3 6 ~ t l o c k  t o  C u r r i a ,  319 o f  13 March 1896, F,OP, 424/186. 



w e r e  o f  g e n e r a l l y  poor  q u a l i t y  and c h a r a c t e r ,  b e i n g  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  

o f  Muslim o f f i c i a l s ,  s x - s p i e s ,  and s o  on.  I t  was soon  d i s c o v e r e d  

t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  were  j u s t  a s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  b r i b e s  and o t h e r  

f o r m s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  a s  were  ~ u s l i m s . ~ ~  As l o n g  a s  s a l a r i e s  f, 

r e m a i n e d  low and i n  many c a s e s  u n p a i d ,  o f f i c i a l s  would be  f o r c e d  

t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  income,  w h e t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  o r  Muslim. B e s i d e s  

t h i s ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  mouav ins  - o r  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  Muslim o f f i c i a l s  

h a d  l i t t l e  a u t h o r i t y ,  d e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e i r  Muslim s u p e r v i s o r s  i n  

most  c a s e s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y  had  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d o n e  on t h e  m a j l i s s .  3 8  

The  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  new a d m i n i s -  

t r a t o r s  i n  t h e i r  t a s k .  I t  was u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  o f f i c i a l  

would a t t e m p t  t o  e x e r t  much a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a  muslim g i v e n  t h e  

a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  

which  i t  seemed c o u l d  h a v e  r e c u r r e d  a t  any moment. 
39 

The p r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  z a p t i e h  and p o l i c e  Forces 

met w i t h  e v e n  l e s s  s u c c e s s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s i z e  of  

t h e  f o r c e s ,  t h c y  w e r e  d e c r e a s i n g  i n  number d u e  t o  l a c k  of  Pay.  

V i l l a g e r s  were c o m p l a i n i n g  t h a t  n . . . z a p t i e h s  roam a b o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  

and p i l f e r  c o r n  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  own 

T h e r e  was no  money t o  pay f o r  a n  expanded  f o r c e  and few Armenians  

v o l u n t e e r  t o  h e l p  i n c r e a s e  t h o  number of  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  

%r l  P e r c y ,  ~i h l a n d s  o f  A s i a t i c  T u r k e ~   ondo don^ Edward 
A r n o l d ,  1 9 0 1 ) .  p. fie-- 1 

3 8 ~ n  many c a s e s  t h o  C h r i s t i a n  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  a d m i n i s -  
t r e t o r s  wnrn b r o u g h t  i n  f rom t h o  E u r o p e a n  provinces, i n  whiah c a s e  

i 

g e n e r a l l y  w i shed  t o  be a s  subservient a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
Q e t  back  t o  t h r i r  f o r m e r  t c i v i l i z e d '  a r e a .  F o n t a n a  t o  H e r b e r t ,  
*O 6 J u l y  1896, 424/188. 

" ~ u r r i n  t o  S a l i s b u r y ,  3 0 0  o f  1 4  A p r i l  1897, F.0.. 424//91 . 
4 0 f o n t a n a  t o  t u r r i s ,  60 o f  1 F e b r u a r y  1898 ,  F.O., 424/195. 
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f o r c a .  They were b e i n g  p ressu red  by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  were 

r e l u c t a n t  t o  be p u t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of p o l i c i n g  musl ims,  and 

would have been u s e l e s s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t i e s  anyway. 37 

The r e f o r m  o f  t h e  t a x - f a r m i n g  system was a l s o  r ega rded  as 

a  f a i l u r e ,  though  i t  was n o t  abandoned. The revenue i n  t h e  

v i l a y e t s  d ropped  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f r om  1894-6 and p a r t  o f  t h e  d r o p  

was because t h e  fa rm ing  o f  t h e  t i t h e s  i n  s m a l l  l o t s  d i s c o u r a g e d  

t h e  l a r g e  t ax - f a rme rs ,  whose c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  had p r e v i o u s l y  

d r i v e n  u p  t h e  p r i c e s  p a i d  t o  t h e  government.38 The r e f o r m  

e x c l u d i n g  Hamid ieh o f f i c e r s  from p u r c h a s i n g  t i t h e s  was e a s i l y  

by-passed by t h e  Kurds.  They s i m p l y  purchased t h e  t i t h e s  i n  

a n o t h e r  Ku rd ' s  name, f o r c i n g  t h e  Armenians t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e i r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 3 9  Though t h e  r e fo rms  p r o v i d e d  t h e  mechanism f o r  

any s i g n i f i c a n t  changes i m p o s s i b l e ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 

3omewhat worse s i n c e  t h e r e  was n o  l o n g e r  open b i d d i n g  on a 

l a r g e  s c a l e .  

By June o f  1896 t h e  r e f o r m s  were w e l l  on t h e i r  way t o  b e i n g  

implemented i n  most o f  t h e  v i l a y e t s  and t h e y  were c a u s i n g  v e r y  

l i t t l e  r e a c t i o n  among t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The Armenians saw them as 

i n e f f e c t i v e  and were a f r a i d  t o  t a k e  f u l l  advantage o f  them f o r  
- - 

3 7 ~ i l l i a m s ,  Van, t o  C u r r i e ,  191 o f  27 October  1896, F.o., 
424/189, 

" ~ r a v e s ,  Erzeroum, t o  C u r r i e ,  365 o f  17 May 1897, F.O., 
424/191. 

3 9 ~ r o ~ ,  B i t l i s ,  t o  C u r r i o ,  200 o f  10  October  1897, F.0.. 
43 4/192. 



f e a r  o f  ano the r  ou tb reak  o f  v i o l e n c e .  The Mus l ims had g o t t o n  

over  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  d i s t a s t e  f o r  t h e  whole concep t  o f  imposed 

r e f o r m s  and r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  r e a l l y  a  t h r e a t .  The 

appo in tmen t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  mouavins was g r e e t e d  by apathy  f r o m  

b o t h  groups.  J u d i c i a l  i n s p e c t o r s  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  most a r e a s  

and most o f  t h e  Armenians a r r e s t e d  i n  1895 had been f reed.  I n  

some a reas ,  Armenians who had s u f f e r e d  severe  l o s s e s  were 

exempted f r om  p a y i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  exempt ion  t a x  f o r  two  y e a r s  

as  a f o r m  o f  compensat ion.  

The re  were s c a t t e r e d  ou tb reaks  of v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y -  

s i d e  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer o f  1896, p r i m a r i l y  t a k i n g  t h e  

form o f  K u r d i s h  r e a c t i o n s  t o  Armenian gun smugg l ing  and o t h e r  

i n c i d e n t s .  The g r e a t e s t  p rob lem i n  t h e  r e g i o n  was n o t  m a i n t a i n i n g  

o r d e r ,  b u t  l o w e r i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t e n s i o n  and r e - s e t t l i n g  t h e  

thousands  o f  Armenians who had e i t h e r  f l e d  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  o r  

and open t h r e a t s  by Musl ims.  These p resen ted  a lmos t  as much o f  

a prob lem as t h e  a c t u a l  d i s o r d e r s 8  

"It may be t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e s e  c o n s t a n t  p a n i c s  a f t e r  a l l  
do  n o t  do  much harm so l o n g  as  no one i s  k i l l e d ,  b u t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  have  had a  bad e f f e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
v i l a y e t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  c o n t i n u o u s  f e e l i n g  of i n s e c u r i t y  
and u n c e r t a i n t y  as t o  what t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  Govern- 
ment r e a l l y  a r e  t owa rds  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s .  There  can be no 
doub t  t h e  Kurds  and l owe r  c l a s s  T u r k s  t h i n k  t h e y  may be 
c a l l e d  on a t  any t i m e  t o  make ano the r  a t t a c k  on t h e '  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  and t h i s  i d e a  i s  n a t u r a l l y  shared by t h e  



l a t t e r ,  so t h a t  a  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  peasan ts  on t h e i r  
l a n d s  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  and even t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  
of' o r d i n a r y  bus i ness  i s  d i f f i c u l t  under p r e s e n t  
c i r cumstances .n40  

Taxes were b a i n g  c o l l e c t e d  as u s u a l ,  b u t  few Armenians c o u l d  

a f f o r d  t o  pay.41 Consu l  H a l l w a r d  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  

o f  D i a r b e k i r  a l o n e  t h e r e  were a p p r o x i m a t e l y  32,000 C h r i s t i a n s  

"...in v a r i o u s  degrees  o f  d e s t i t u t i o n .  ,, 42 

The Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r y  groups made t h e i r  p resence f e l t  

t h r o u g h o u t  1896, though  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were n o t  as e x t e n s i v e  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  b r i n g  arms ac ross  t h e  P e r s i a n  f r o n t i e r ,  dominated 

much o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  Van, and had f r e q u e n t  c l a s h e s  with b o t h  ~ u r d s  

and Ottoman t r o o p s .  ~y  f a r  t h e i r  most s p b c t a c y l a r  f e a t  o f  t h e  

Year, however, t o o k  p l a c e  f a r  from e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  I n  August,  
y, a 

a g roup  o f  t w e n t y  f i v e  Armenians s i e z e d  t h e  Ottoman Bank b u i l d i n g  
\ 2 w  L u' 

i n  ConsPan t inop le  and h e l d  i t  f o r  most o f  a  day, t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  

b low i t  u p  if t h e i r  demands were n o t  met. These demands i n c l u d e d  

I) appo in tmen t  o f  a  European H i g h  Commissioner f o r  Armenia t o  
be e l e c t e d  by t h e  Powers. 

2 ,  t h e  appo in tmen t  of Governors  and Mayors by t h e  Commission, t o  
be c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  S u l t a n .  

4 0 ~ a l l w a r d  t o  H e r b e r t ,  52 o f  30 June 1896, F.O., 424/180. 
41 The revenues  s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  however, s i n c e  many mus l ims who 

owed back t a x e s  c o u l d  now Pay t hanks  t o  boo ty  s i a z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
previou.  "ear  f rom t h e  Armenians. Bulman t o  C u r r i e ,  279 of 15 
November i 896, F. O., 424/189. 

42Ha l lwa rd  t o  H e r b e r t ,  218 o f  9  June 1896, F.O*, 424/187a 



3 )  t h e  a s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  m i l i t i a  and gandarmar ie  r e c r u i t e d  
l o c a l l y  t o  w h i c h  Armenians wou ld  have  access  and wh ich  wou ld  
be commanded by European o f f i c e r s .  

4)  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .  

5 )  f reedom o f  r e l i g i o n *  e d u c a t i o n  and p r e s s .  

6 )  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h r e e - f i f t h s  of  t h e  E m p i r e ' s  r e v e n u e s  f o r  l o c a l  
r e q u i r ~ m e n t s . ~ ~  

They were e v e n t u a l l y  c o n v i n c e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and a l l o w e d  

f r e e  passage t o  a  B r i t i s h  s h i p ,  The i n c i d e n t  was f o l l o w e d  by a 

' r e i g n  o f  t e r r o r '  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  Armenians and 

t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  t housand  o f  them t o  e a s t e r n  ~ n a t o l i a . 4 4  

The a t t a c k  on t h e  Bank i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  had  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t a c t i c s  of 1895 had n o t  had  

was needed. The demands were i n d i c a t i v e  of  t h e  w i d e  g u l f  t h a t  

s e p a r a t e d  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and t h e  c o n c e s s i o n s  

t h e  Ot toman government  wou ld  o r  c o u l d  make . 
Throughou t  1896 t h o  Armenian r a v o l u t i o n a r i s s  had been h o p i n g  

t o  g a i n  t h e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  a n o t h o r  d i s s i d e n t *  t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r -  

a b l y  l e s s  numerous and a c t i v e ,  g r o u p  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  

4 3 ~ .  J s r r & h i a n p   outcome o f  Congress.  . m W t  o p . c i t  P. 69. 

W h i l e  many Armenians w ished  a l s o  f o r  Ottoman p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
e m i g r a t e  f r o m  t h e  a rea ,  t h i s  was n o t  one o f  t h e  demands o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and i n  f a c t  was t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  what t h e y  wanted. 
They wore t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  an  Armenian 
m a j o r i t y  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  and t h u s  a  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a n  Armenian 
s t a t e  o r  autonomous r e g i o n .  - 

4 4 ~ h e s e  Armenians were p r o b a b l y  f a r  f rom welcome i n  e a s t e r n  
A n a t o l i a ,  s i n c e  t h e  f l u s l i m s  wars c o n s t a n t l y  a f r a i d  t h a t  i n  some 
v i la~ t? ts  t h o  Armenians m i g h t  i n  f a c t  c o n s t i t u t e  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
? n P u l a t i o n ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Armenians e x i l e d  i n c l u d e d  many known 
troublemakers, a  t y p e  l i t t l e  needed i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  



'Young T u r k e y g  P a r t y .  As e a r l y  as January 1896, c o n s u l  Hampson 

i n  Mush was r e p o r t i n g  on a  g row ing  g roup  o f  Nus l ims  d i s s a t i s f i e d  

w i t h  Abdu lhamidas  government, though n o t  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r easons  a 

"Even i n  t h i s  d i s t a n t  p r o v i n c e  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a  
s t r o n g  and g row ing  d i s c o n t e n t  among t h e  educated and 
I n t e l l i g e n t  Mussulmans w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  Government a t  
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  The f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  mal- 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  n o t  o n l y  i m p o v e r i s h i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  
b u t  s e r i o u s l y  endanger ing  i t s  v e r y  ex i s t ence ,  seems t o  
be sp read ing  r a p i d l y .  T u r k s  have n o t  h e s i t a t e d  t o  say 
t o  me t h a t  i f  t h e  S u l t a n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  ba r u i n e d  by t h e  
unsc rupu lous  and l y i n g  c l i q u e  a t  Y i l d i z ,  Tu r key  canno t  
b u t  be r u i n e d ;  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  never  be any r e a l  
improvement u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a  P a r l i a m e n t ,  and even t h a t ,  
if Abdu l  Hamid p e r s i s t s  i n  r e f u s i n g  t o  g r a n t  th is . . .  
h e  must and w i l l  sha re  t h e  f a t e  o f  Abdul  Az iz . . .~any  
mussulmans now b e l i e v e  t h a t  no  r e a l  improvement can  be 
hoped f o r  u n t i l  t h e r e  a r e  r a d i c a l  changes a t  C o n s t a n t i n -  
o p l e ,  and t h e  power o f  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  S u l t a n a s  views, 
and o f  a p p o i n t i n g  o f f i c i a l s  i s  removed from t h e  hands 
o f  t h e  Y i l d i z  

I n  f l a rch  1896, Consu l  H a l l w a r d  c a l l e d  t h e  'Young Turkey '  p a r t y  

i n  D i a r b e k i r  "..,one o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e lements  o f  d i s o r d e r ,  i t  46 

i n  t h e  c i t y .  He even i m p l i c a t e d  t h e  v a l i  and s e v e r a l  members o f  

h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i th  t h e  group. I n  Erzeroum t h e  p a r t y  was 

W e l l  known among t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and was s a i d  t o  have many 
47 

s y m p a t h i z e r s  among t h e  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  

many b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  had  coope ra ted  w i t h  t h e  Armenians i n  t h e  

s i e z u r e  o f  t h e  Ottoman Bank i n  August.  By e a r l y  1897, a Young 

T u r k  c o n t i n g e n t  i n  van was r e p o r t e d  t o  "...be becoming r a t h e r  

P rominen t  i n  t h i s  town. ti48 

4 5 ~ ~ m p s o n  t o  Cumbarbatch, 263 o f  28 January 1896, F.0. 424/186. 

4 6 ~ a l l ~ a r d  t o  Cumberbatch 26 o f  17 March 1896, F..O., 424/187. 
4 7 ~ r a v e s  t o  ~ e r b e r t ,  222 o f  4  September 1896, F.O., 424/188. 
4 8 ~ i l l j , a m s  t o  t u r r i e ,  202 o f  22 February  1897, F.O., 424/191. 



The a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  Young T u r k  p a r t y  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

was c o n f i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  s e c r e t  m e e t i n g s  and  t h e  p o s t i n g  o f  

o c c a s i o n a l  p l a c a r d s  on w a l l s .  The  f o c u s  o f  t h e i r  p r o p a g a n d a  was 

a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  Abdulhamid and h i s  a d v i s o r s ,  b l a m i n g  them 

f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  ~ m ~ i r s . ~ ~  They a d v o c a t e d  e i t h e r  a s s a s i n a t i n g  

Abdulhamid o r  son,ehow r e p l a c i n g  him l e g a l l y ,  b u t  l e f t  l i t t l e  

room f o r  compromise .  I n  1897, two d o c t o r s  who had  been  e x i l e d  f rom 

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  f o r  t h e i r  Young T u r k  a c t i v i t i e s  we re  a r r e s t a d  a g a i n  

i n  E rze roum i n  1897 f o r  a l l e g e d  subversive a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  a r r e s t s  

a r o u s e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  i n t e r s s t  and s u r p r i s e  s i n c e  i t  was h i g h l y  

u n u s u a l  f o r  Musl ims t o  be  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  crimes.50 D e s p i t e  

a l l  o f  t h e s e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  w i d e s p r e a d  ' l i b e r a l '  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  t h ~  r e g i m e ,  t h e  Young T u r k s  were h a r d l y  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  

@ a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  and s p o k e  f o r  o n l y  a s m a l l  segment  o f  Muslim 

s o c i e t y .  



With t h e  g r a d u a l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  semblance o f  o r d e r  f a m i l i a r  

t o  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  t h e  re fo rms ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and t h e  

Young T u r k s  faded  f rom t h e  s p o t l i g h t *  Many Armenian businessmen 

em ig ra ted  from t h e  a r e a  when p o s s i b l e ,  though d i f f i c u l t i e s  were 

p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  p a t h  by t h e  government.51 The p e a s a n t r y  was 

p reoccup ied  w i t h  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o v e r  from t h e  l o s s e s  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  

1895-6 and t h e  Kurds  were g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  subdued by  t h e  f o r c e s  

o f  government i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

PART I V  

I t  c a n  be r e a d i l y  seen f r o m  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p resen ted  i n  t h i s  

and t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  t h a t  i t  was h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  

e v e n t s  o f  1894 and 1895 were p a r t  o f  a  government c o n s p i r a c y  t o  

e x t e r m i n a t e  t h e  Armenians i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  T h i s  v iew,  however, 

i s  n o t  r e a d i l y  accepted,  and t h e  dominant  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  among 

many con tempora ry  s c h o l a r s  and v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w r i t i n g  i n  

t h e  n i n e t o o n t h  c e n t u r y  i s  t h a t  t h e  massacres were a d i r e c t  

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  Ottoman p o l i c y  aimed a t  e x t e r m i n a t i n g  a t roub lesome 

segment o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  a  r e c e n t  book on t h e  Armenian 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement wh ich  i s  b o t h  s c h o l a r l y  and i n  most cases 

a c c u r a t e ,  L o u i s e  N a l b a n d i a n  n e v e r t h e l e s s  makrs t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

Judgement o f  Ottoman p o l i c y  d u r i n g  t h e  1894-6 p e r i o d :  

"The r e p r e s s i v e  measures o f  t h e  government were p a r t  o f  
a  program t h a t  went beyond t h e  s tamping o u t  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  I t  became apparen t  t h a t  t h e  P o r t s ,  as 
P a r t  o f  i t s  p l a n  For I s l a m i c  r e v i v a l ,  had i n t e n t i o n s  o f  



p l a c i n g  a l l  Armenians--men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  b o t h  
g u i l t y  and i n n o c e n t - - i n t o  a  s i n g l e  c a t e g o r y  marked f o r  
e x t i n c t i o n .  The P o r t s  aimed a t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
who le  C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n *  I n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s  c r u e l  p o l i c y  
a  s e r i a s  o f  o rgan i zed  massacres commenced i n  1894 and 
c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  1895 and 1896. Thousands o f  unarmed 
Armenians were t h e  h e l p l e s s  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e s e  b r u t a l  
c r imes .  The e x a c t  number o f  dead uannot  be a c c u r a t e l y  
de te rm ined ,  b u t  numbers v a r y  f r om  c o n s e r v a t i v e  f i g u r e s  
o f  abou t  50,000 t o  as h i g h  as  300,000 

I t  was commonly accep ted  t h a t  K u r d i s h  a c t i v i t i e s  c g a i n s t  t h e  

Armenians were a  r e s u l t  o f  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  from C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

as w e l l  as  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s .  The S u l t a n  was seen t o  

have ",,.ernbarked on a  s e r i e s  o f  p lanned  massacres... "53 t o  '... 

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  " s 4  As l a t e  as  1907, t h e  B r i t i s h  Ambassador i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  was s t i l l  speak ing  o f  "...the l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  

and r o o t e d  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Pa lace  o f  g r a d u a l l y  e l i n i n a t i n g  by 

f u r t i v e  and i n t a n g i b l e  methods t h e  Armenians i n  t h o s e  r e g i o n s .  
I, 55 

B Y  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  s p e c t r e  o f  t h e  massacre had receded  from v iew, 

b u t  t h e  p o l i c y  was seen as t h e  same* 

Europeans who were f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  Ottoman Empi re  and n o t  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  s ympa the t i c  t owa rd  t h e  Armenians u s u a l l y  conceded 

t h a t  t h e  events o f  1894-6 were a r e f l e c t i b n  o f  Ottoman p o l i c ) ,  

b u t  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  concede e x t s r m i n a t i o n  as t h e  g o a l  and saw 

the massacres as unavao fdab le .  Nark  Sykes expresses  t h i s  v i ew  i n  

3 4 ~ b i d . ,  p. 68. 

5 5 ~ * ~ c n o r  t o  Grey, 40 o f  17 January 1907, F.O., 424/214. 



t h e  f o l l o w i n q  p a s s a g e  f rom Dar  u l - I s l a m r  

"How m a s s a c r e s  c o u l d  well  h a v e  been  a v o i d e d  i s  h a r d  
t o  i m a g i n e ,  The  Armenians  i n s i s t e d  on t h r e a t e n i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n ;  o p e n l y  b o a s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Powers  would 
h e l p  them: s i l e n t l y  i n t r i g u e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Government1 
s i l e n t l y  b e t r a y e d  o n e  a n o t h e r ' s  i n t r i g u e s ;  c o l l e c t e d  
a r m s  and g a v e  o f f e n c e  t o  Moslemsc and y e t  p o s s e s s e d  
no  more c o h e s i v s  f i g h t i n g  power o r  m i l i t a r y  c a p a c i t y  
t h a n  r a b b i t s .  On t h a  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e i r  e n e m i e s ,  t h e  
T u r k s  and Kurds ,  t h e  b r a v e s t  and b o l d e s t  o f  men, 
were s o  i g n o r a n t  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e  Armenians  
would b e  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Powers ."56 

Many o f  t h e  o b s e r v e r s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  were  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  on 

o f  t h o a s a n d s  o f  Armen ians  res t s  w i t h  thema 

" T h e r e  c a n  b e  no  d o u h t  t h a t  t h e  f a n a t i c a l  o u t b r e a k s  o f  
t h e  1 st y e a r  we re  l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  i n s e n s a t e  and 
crirn,&nal a c t i o n s  of  a h a n d f u l  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  
d i r e c t e d  and  c o n t r o l l e d  by some c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  o u t -  
s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y . " 5 7  

T h e s e  writers r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  Ottoman government  t h e  

Armenian  r a v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  a  v e r y  r e a l ,  and i n  

t h e i r  e y e s ,  u n j u s t i f i e d ,  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  r u l e  i n a  

l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Empi re .  The  p o l i c y  o f  r e p r e s s i o n ,  n o t  

e x t e r m i n a t i o n ,  was s e e n  a s  a  l o g i c a l  e f f o r t  to n i p  t h i s  movew 

merit i n  t h e  bud b e f o r e  i t  g a i n e d  more p o p u l a r i t y  o r  c o n v i n c e d  



years,  r eco rded  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Su l t ana  

" I  have been, so t o  speak, compe l led  t o  t a k e  t hese  
d r a s t i c  measures. B y  t a k i n g  away Rumania and Greece, 
Europe has c u t  o f f  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  S t a t e  
Body. The l o s s  o f  B u l g a r i a ,  S e r v i a ,  and Egyp t  has  
d e p r i v e d  u s  o f  our  hands, and now by means o f  t h i s  
Armenian a g i t a t i o n  t h e y  want t o  g e t  a t  ou r  most v i t a l  
p a r t s ,  t e a r  o u t  our  v e r y  e n t r a i l s - t h i s  would be t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t o t a l  a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  and t h i s  we must 
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  w i th  a l l  t h e  s t r e n g t h  we  possess.^^ 

The t r o u b l e s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  must, t hen ,  be seen i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  and t h r o u g h  t h e  eyes o f  an Ottoman government and 

p o p u l a t i o n  wh ich  was e x t r e m e l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  Europcan i n t e r f e r e n c e  

and t h r e a t e n e d  l o s s  o f  t e r r i t o r y .  The Sason i n c i d e n t ,  wh ich  most 

p r o b a b l y  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  from C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

was p a r t  o f  an  Ottoman p o l i c y  o f  b r i n g i n g  o r d e r  t o  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a .  As t h e  S u l t a n  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have s a i d  i n  1892 o f  t h e  

Armenians* "1 w i l l  g i v e  them a  box on t h e  ear  wh ich  w i l l  make 

them smar t  and r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a e y  amb i t i ons .  

A S  has  been shown i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s ,  however, t h e  

massacres o f  1895 were n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a governmant p o l i c y ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  dynamics o f  t h e  

r e g i o n ,  t h e  N u s l i m ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  government 's  p o l i c y ,  t h e  

a c t i o n s  of t h e  Powers and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  combined i n  1895 t o  produce t h e  wo rs t  d i s o r d e r s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  s i n c e  1879. A member o f  Abdulhamid 's  govsrnment who l a t e r  
- - 

5 9 ~ r m i n i u s  Vambnry, The S t o r  o f  My S t r u g g l e s  ( ~ o n d o n t  
T *  F i s h e r  and Unwin, 1 9 0 45;-~1%~;3 

b id . .  



became a  Young T u r k  p r o v i d e s  a  good i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  

t h e  f a l l  o f  1895 i n  h i s  book The D i a r y  o f  A Tu rk .  He p o r t r a y s  

t h e  Armenians as  h a v i n g  been happy i n  t h e  Empi re  u n t i l  t h e  

a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  who a r e  a lways  seen as  an o u t -  

s i de ,  European i n s p i r e d  f o r c e .  A l l  t h e  Musl ims,  he c la imed ,  

were aware t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  wanted autonomy and knew 

what t h i s  would do t o  t h e  Empire. He t h e n  spoke of a c t s  o f  

' o u t r a g e '  commi t ted  by Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  on Mus l im  women 

and c h i l d r e n ,  an o b v i o u s  a t t emp t  t o  p rovoke  a  Mus l im  ' f a n a t i c a l '  

r e a c t i o n  by  t h e  Armenians. A f t e r  much p r o v o c a t i o n ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

",.,took t h e  l a w  i n t o  t h e i r  own hands and p u t  down t h e  Armenian 

moveme;'; i n  t h e  manner we a l l  know. The Su l t an ,  who was e a t i n g  

h i s  h e a r t  o u t  a t  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p u n i s h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  

s i m p l y  conn i ved  a t  t h e  d o i n g s  o f  t h e  enraged populace,  i f  h e  

d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  i n s t i g a t e  and encourage them."61 P u b l i c  s t a t e -  

ment s  by  government o f f i c i a l s ,  w h i l e  p r o b a b l y  coming under  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  o f  propaganda i n  most cases,  bear  o u t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a -  

t i o n  o f  even ts ,  The Armenians were seen as t h e  agg resso rs  and 

t h e  Pouers, r e p r e s e n t e d  by  t h e  consu l s ,  were seen as  b e i n g  i n  

w i t h  ti,om. 5 2  

The  government*^ p o l i c y  i n  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  th rea t  o f  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  was a success i n  t h e  sense t h a t  a f t e r  I 8 9 7  t h e  

Power and i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  Armenian 
\ 

% n l i l  H a l i d ,  The Diary o f  A T u r k  (London*  Adams and C h a r l e s  
' l a ck ,  l g O 3 ) ,  p. 1 3 0 7  

6 2 ~ u r r i e  t o  K imber ley ,  206 o f  4 September 1894, 7.0.. 424/178. 



community and i n  Europe d e c l i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  The government 

t o o k  advantage o f  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  Sason by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

as a p o i n t  o f  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and gambled t h a t  t h e  Powers would 

n o t  r e a c t  t o o  s t r o n g l y  t o  a  crackdown. By 1894 t h e  government 

had dec ided  t o  cease d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between Armenians and t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  a  move t h a t  most of  t h e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n  of  

t h e  r e g i o n  had a l r e a d y  made. Sason was meant t o  be an sxanp le  t o  / l  
Armenians o f  what t h e y  c o u l d  expec t  from t h e  government i f  t h e y  I / I / 

1 I c o n t i n u e d  t o  suppo r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and an i n d i c a t i o n  t o  
; 1 _--  ---- --..- - -  .- . - -  I t 

t h e  Mus l ims t h a t  t h e  government was t a k i n q  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  The I I .- 
* - 

Mus l ims l e a r n e d  t h e i r  l e ssons  from Sasono perhaps t o o  w e l l ,  b u t  

few Armenians d i d .  S i n c e  t h e  key  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  s t r a t e g y  

Sason mere l y  s p u r r e d  them on i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  Perhaps t h e  

government had f o o l e d  i t s e l f  by i t s  own propaganda, b e l i e v i n g  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  had v i r t u a l l y  no suppo r t  among t h e  peop le  

and t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  a show of  f o r c e  would b r i n g  them i n t o  l i n e .  

Once t h e  Powers began t o  r e a c t  t o  Sason t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

e l s e  t h e  government c o u l d  do d i r e c t l y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Armenians. 

I t  Was a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1894 and t h roughou t  1895, 

t h a t  t h e  dynamics o f  t h e  r e g i o n  and t h e  t i m e  t o o k  over  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  events .  The Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n  believed i t  knew 

What t h e  S u l t a n  wanted, wh ich was a lmost  t h e  same as t h e i r  own 

g o a l s .  The Kurds  found new j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  and t h u s  r e d o u b l ~ d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  The u rban  n o t a b l e s  

. i t h  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h o  c i t i e s ,  needed o n l y  a  s m a l l  spark  



t o  s e t  them o f f ,  The c e n t r a l  government c o u l d  do n o t h i n g  t o  

p r a v s n t  t h e s e  d i s o r d e r s  because t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  vengeance and 

boo t y  was t o o  widespread.  Orders  were sen t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  

governments t o  m a i n t a i n  o rde r  when p o s s i b l e  and once v i o l e n c e  

b roke  ou t ,  t o  c o n t a i n  i t  as  q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e .  A t  t h e  same 

t i m e ,  no o v e r t  a c t i o n  was made a t  any moment t o  coe rce  t h e  

v a r i o u s  Mus l im groups i n t o  p a s s i v i t y  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  

1895. 

The government c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  r e g r e t  t h e  even t s  i n  t h e  

v i l a y e t s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  se rved  t h e  purpose o f  f r i g h t e n i n g  most 

Armenians away f rom a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

movement, I t  p r o b a b l y  saw European i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  

a  new r e f o r m  program as i n e v i t a b l e  anyway, and i n  f a c t  was a b l e  

t o  use  t h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  as an excuse f o r  n o t  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  

i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  p rob lem of  t h e  r e g i o n .  



CHAPTER TEN1 The Army and t h e  Kurds, 

The p r i m a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ottoman government i n  i t s  

a c t i o n s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was f i r s t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and t h e n  

m a i n t a i n  i t s  dominance over  t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  powers and groups,  

Most o f  t h e  t r e n d s  and v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  oP t h e  c e n t r a l  

government d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r s  were a r e s u l t  of  

t h i s  f a c t .  The emphasis on t h e  I s l a m i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  Emp i re  

and hence t h e  f a v o r i n g  o f  t h e  Mus l im e lements  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

was a  f a c t o r ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  was n o t  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  one. 

L i k e w i s e ,  t h e r e  was a  d e f i n i t e  d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  

government t o  i n t r o d u c e  wes te rn - t ype  changes i n t o  t h e  Empire,  

b u t  t h e y  ware n o t  t o  be i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  weakening t h e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  The c e n t r a l  government 's  

manuevsrs w i th  t h e  ~ ( u r d i s h  t r i b e s  and l o c a l  n o t a b l e s ,  and t h e  

s a c r i f i c e  of' t h e  Armenians, were d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

government 's  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  r e g i o n  and i t s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

do so  by shear s t r e n g t h  a l o n e *  

 he govsrnmnntt .  p o l i c i e s  t owa rd  t h e  Kurds  and n o t a b l e s ,  

w h i l e  i m p o r t a n t ,  wore n o t  t h e  p r i m a r y  b a s i s  o f  Ottoman c o n t r o l  

O f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  From t h e  t i m e  t h e  r e g i o n  had been f i r s t  

f u l l y  subdued by t h e  c e n t r a l  gavernmcnt i n  t h e  1840's, t he  

Ottoman army, w h i l e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  had been a b l e  t o  a s s e r t  

I t 3  a b i l i t y  t o  d e f e a t  v i r t u a l l y  any c o m b i n a t i o n  of' l o c a l  

Recause o f  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r i o r i t y  there was little 



i n t e r n a l  r e b e l l i o n ,  The p r e s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  R u s s i a n  armies a c r o s s  

t h e  b o r d e r ,  P e r s i a n  c l a i m s  on p a r t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  and  t h e  

f e a r  o f  some fo rm o f  B r i t i s h  p r o t e c t o r a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

Armenians  made i t  c r u c i a l  t h a t  t h e  Ot tomans  h a v e  more t h a n  j u s t  

t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  p r o v i d e d  by t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r i o r i t y  

and t h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e .  The  s t r e n g t h  o f  

t h e  army c o u l d  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  many o f  t h e  d i s o r d e r s  endemic  t o  

t h e  r e g i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Hamidian  p e r i o d ,  b u t  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  

t h e  a f f e c t i o n  of  l a r g e  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n  

a f f e c t i o n  needed  i n  c a s e  o f  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  an  o u t s i d e  power.  

C e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  g o a l  o f  t h e  Hamidian  g o v e r n m e n t ,  - 
t h u s  had  t o  t a k e  a  back s e a t  t o  c o n c i l i a t i o n *  With t h i s  i n  mind,  

we c a n  more e a s i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween  c i v i l  and  

m i l i t a r y  f o c c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  
, ~ S + Y C A  w- Q W ~  

T h e  Ottoman army was t h e  i n s t u r m e n t  o f  government  most  

c l e a r l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  and in 

P a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  S u l t a n .  T h s  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  Were n o t  e l e c t e d  

t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t h e y  were  s t a f f e d  

P r i m a r i l y  by l o c a l  p e o p l e .   eli is and  o t h e r  h i g h  o f f i c i a l s  were 

g e n e r a l l y  a s s i q n e d  t o  a r e a s  f a r  f rom t h e i r  homes,  b u t  t h e y  s t i l l  

had t o  d e p e n d  on a n  army o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a l l  w i t h  l o c a l  

The  a rmy,  w i t h  more d i s c i p l i n e  t h a n  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  

h o p e  t o  m u s t e r ,  and u i t h  a s t r u c t u r e  more amenab le  t o  

m a n i ~ ~ l a t i  o n  f rom c o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  o p e r a t e d  w i t h  fewer l o c a l  



c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  The g e n e r a l s  and h i g h e r  o f f i c e r s  were u s u a l l y  $ 

a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  S u l t a n  f rom among h i s  r e l a t i v e s  and c o u r t i e r s  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w h i l e  t h e  l owe r  r a n k  o f f i c e r s  and most o f  

t h e  t r o o p s  were s t a t i o n e d  i n  areas f a r  removed from t h e i r  homes,' 

t h u s  p r e v e n t i n g  p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  I 

The p r i m a r y  d u t y  o f  t h e  army i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  was de fense  

a g a i n s t  a  Russ ian  a t t a c k .  I n  t h i s  r e g i o n  t h i s  t a s k  i n v o l v e d  much 

more t h a n  t h e  manning o f  f o r t s  and maintenance o f  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  

o f  t h e  army; j u s t  as i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

p o p u l a t i o n .  Because of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  r eg ime  and 

t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e  ' p o p u l a t i o n '  

i n  Ottoman t e rms  meant t h e  Kurds and Turks ,  The army c o u l d  be 

i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  t h e  maintenance o f  t h i s  l o y a l t y  by b o t h  i t s  a c t i o n s  

and i t s  l a c k  o f  a c t i o n  a t  s t r a t e g i c  t imes.  

The l o c a l  governm.: l ts  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  had no  c o n t r o l  ove r  
/ 

t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e i r  a reas *  The Fouk th  Army 

Corps, wh ich  had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  h a d  

i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  E r z i n c a n ,  a town west of Erzeroum, and a l l  

r e q u e s t s  by  l o c a l  governments f o r  t h e  use of t r o o p s  had t o  go 

t h r o u g h  t h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  be fo re  a p p r o v a l  c o u l d  be g i ven .  The 

commander ( rnush i r )  of  t h e  F o u r t h  Army Corps ( t h i s  p o s t  was h e l d  by a  

I 'Tdis was p o s s i b l e  w i th  t h e  army because t h e r e  was l i t t l e  need 
f o r  ~ d e r a c t i o ~  between t h e  s o l d i e r s  and t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  1 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  on t h o  o t h e r  hand, r e q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f a m i l i a r i t y  
W i t h  t h e  a r e a  i n  wh ich  t h e y  were expec ted  t o  work. The c e n t r a l  
government h ~ ~ d  made a t t e m p t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  o f f i c i a l s  
f r r l m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  f o r  l o c a l  ones i n  m a t t e r s  such as  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n ,  , 

and t h e  r e s u l t s  had been g e n e r a l l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  



b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  Z e k k i  Pasha, d u r i n g  most o f  t h e  

Hamid ian p e r i o d )  was r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  Po r t e ,  though i n  a c t u a l  

f a c t  he  was u s u a l l y  i n  d i r e c t  cornmanicat ion w i t h  t h e  Pa lace.  

S i nce  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  use t r o o p s  f o r  l o c a l  purposes was seldom 

g i v e n ,  t h i s  apparen t  l a c k  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  between t h e  c i v i l  ant 

m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  was c r i t i c i z e d  c o n s t a n t l y  by t h e  consu l s .  

The S u l t a n  was anx i ous  t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  no  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l  

a t t a i n e d  any i n f l u e n c e  w i th in  t h e  army and wanted t o  keep i t  a  

c o m p l e t e l y  sepa ra te  f o r c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  The c e n t r a l  government 

c o u l d  n o t  keep t r a c k  o f  eve ry  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  

governments, b u t  i t  c o u l d  c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

army. 

The c h a r a c t e r  of Z e k k i  Pasha, t h e  rnushir of  t h e  F o u r t h  Corps, 

was a  m a t t e r  o f  some c o n t r o v e r s y  among t h e  c o n s u l s  and European 

t r a v e l l e r s  who were a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  h i m .  Most o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  had 

a  v e r y  u n f a v o r a b l e  image o f  h i m ,  b l am ing  much o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  i n  

t h e  a r e a  on h i s  a t t i t u d e  of f a v o r i t i s m  toward  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  

and h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  use t r o o p s  t o  m a i n t a i n  o rde r .  Z e k k i  Pasha way 

a  C i r c a s s i a n ,  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  one o f  Abdulhamid 's  f a v o r i t e  w ives ,  

and was a  young man f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  ( b e  1855)e2 L i k e  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  d i s cussed  i n  an e a r l i e r  c h a p t e r ,  Abbedin Pasha, Z e k k i  

Pasha was a  man on t h e  r i s e  i n  t h e  Ottoman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

"Before  a l l  t h i n g s  t h e  man i s  amb i t i ous ,  and he  i s  r ega rded  

t h r o u g h o u t  Tu rkey  as a p o s s i b l e  r e g e n e r a t o r  o f  t h e  Ottoman ~ m ~ i r e . ~ ~ ~  - 
' c l i v e  Bigham, A a i s a  Throuqh Western A s i a  ( ~ o n d o n i  M a c R i l l a n  

& Co., 1897) ,  p a  52. 



U n l i k e  Abbedin Pasha, he was l a s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  re fo rm  and more 

i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  S u l t a n  and d o i n g  h i s  j o b  w e l l ,  L i k e  

Abbedin, h i s  p o s i t i o n  was o f  ext reme impo t t ance  t o  t h e  government 

and t h e  S u l t a n  was w i l l i n g  t o  t o l e r a t e  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  and t a k e  

t h e  r i s k  o f  h i m  becoming e x c a s s i v e l y  power fu l ,  Z e k k i  Pasha had 

a d i f f i c u l t  r o l e  t o  p l a y ,  b u t  p roved  h i s  s k i l l  t h r o u g h  h i s  

l o n g e v i t y  a t  h i s  pos t .  

The mush i r ,  bes i des  b e i n g  a  good p o l i t i c i a n ,  was a good 

o f f i c e r ,  W h i l e  n o t  s h a r i n g  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  new g roup  o f  

young b f f i c e r s  emerging f rom t h e  Ottoman m i l i t a r y  and t s c h n i c a l  

s choo l s ,  he  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  a 'modern man1, I n  E r z i n c a n  he 

b u i l t  a  c l o t h i n g  f a c t o r y ,  a schoo l  f o r  orphans, i n s t i t u t e d  a 

b y c y c l e  c o r p s  i n  t h e  army, b u i l t  f l o u r  m i l l s ,  a  l a r g e  i n f a n t r y  

b a r r a c k s ,  new roads ,  and p l a n t e d  80,000 t r e e s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

town from d i s e a s e  by e l i m i n a t i n g  swampse4 He worked h i s  t J f f i c t3 rs  

and t r o o p s  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  by Ottoman s tandards ,  though i t  was 

r e p o r t e d  by  most sources  t h a t  he  was v e r y  popu la r  among t h e  

t r o o p s ,  The j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s ,  many o f  whom were by t h e  l a t e  1890 's  

members o f  t h e  Committee o f  Un ion  and Progress ,  tended t o  r e s e n t  

h i m  b o t h  because he  was such a f i r m  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  and because 

of' h i s  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  wi th  t h e  Pa lace.  

Jus t  a3 t h e  K u r d i s h  aga9, l o c a l  n o t a b l e s ,  and v i l a y e t  

o f f i c i a l s  were r i v a l s  f o r  power i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and were i n  more 

or l r s s  c o n s t a n t  competition w i th  one another ,  Z e k k i  Pasha was 
-c. - 

45ykss,  Hopar t ,  79 of 4 September 1906, F,O., 424/210. 



i n  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h o  v a l i s .  S e v e r a l  - v a l i s  a t t emp ted  a t  

v a r i o u s  t i m e s  t o  a s s e r t  more a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  t h e  governmant 

i n t e n d e d  them t o  have, and i t  was Z e k k i  Pasha's f u n c t i o n  t o  

c o n t e s t  t h i s  power f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  government, One o f  t h e  more 

p o p u l a r  p o i n t s  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  between t h e  mush i r  and t h e  - v a l i s  

was t h e  Hamid ieh o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a  f a v o r i t e  o f  t h e  mush i r s  and 

h a t e d  by most o f  t h e  v a l i s .  I n  1892, Z e k k i  Pasha managed t o  use  

h i s  i n f l u e n c e  t o  have t h e  - v a l i  o f  Erzeroum d i sm issed  a f t e r  a  

d isagreement  over  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h o  Kurds  i n  t h e  area.5 I n  1897, 

he  managed t h e  same f e a t  w i t h  a  - v a l i  i n  Van over  t h e  same i s s u e W 6  

Z e k k i  Pasha's g r e a t e s t  r i v a l r y  was w i t h  Rauf Pasha, t h e  

v a l i  o f  Erzeroum* Rauf  was a v e r y  competent  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and - 
was p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  He Was one o f  t h e  few - v a l i s  who 

managed t o  c o l l e c t  revenues on t ime ,  h a n d l e  t h e  Armenians w i th  

a minimum o f  t r o u b l e ,  and g e n e r a l l y  managed t o  keep t h i n g s  i n  

t h a  Erzeroum a r e a  q u i e t ,  Rauf  was a l s o  one o f  t h e  Pew - v a l i s  who 

was a b l e  t o  defy  Z e k k i  Pasha f r e q u e n t l y  and t h e  r e s u l t  was 

s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  mush i r  t o  have t h e  v a l i  r ep l aced .  A l l  

t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  f a i l e d ,  however, Rauf b e i n g  t o o  v a l u a b l e  an  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and a  u s e f u l  c o u n t e r  t o  Z e k k i ' s  g row ing  i n f l u e n c e ,  

Even t h e  mush i r ,  who had t h e  c l o s e s t  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Pa lace  

o f  any o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  was s v i d e n t l y  n o t  t r u s t e d  

c o m p l e t e l y  and needed t o  be ba lanced and k e p t  occup ied  w i th  

5 ~ r a v e s  t o  Ford, 78 o f  12 August 1892, F.O., 424/172. 

6 ~ l l i o t  t o  C u r r i s ,  135 o f  1 September, F.O., 424/192. 



l o c a l  r i v a l r i e s .  Not  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  check, Z e k k i  Pasha i, 

proceaded t o  have h i s  f r i e n d s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  l e s s e r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  

t h e  Erzeroum v i l a y e t ,  h o p i n g  t o  f o r c e  Rauf  Pasha t o  r e s i g n ,  7  

Rau f  Pasha d i d  o f f e r  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  1900, b u t  i t  was r e f u s e d  

by  t h e  Su l tan ,  H i s  successes i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  I f  t h e  v i l a y e t  
d 

had impressed t h e  Ottoman government and had a p p a r e n t l y  angered P 

t h e  Russ ian  government, wh ich  i n  t u r n  made h i m  even more p o p u l a r  

i n  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p l e . ~  Z e k k i  Pasha was a b l e  o n l y  t o  undermine Rauf  ; 

Pasha's a t t e m p t s  a t  r e f o r m  i n  Erzeroum, b u t  unab le  t o  unsea t  him, 
I! 
I 

The key t o  Z e k k i  Pasha's r o l e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
I 

t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  army, can be seen i n  his r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Kurds,  3 
1 

i 
and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Hamid ieh Kurds, Much has  a l r e a d y  been 

s a i d  o f  t h e  Ottoman p o l i c y  o f  u s i n g  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  t o  
i 
Z 

e s t a b l i s h  a new Mus l im  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  Ottoman r u l e  i n  e a s t e r n  1 
4 4 ,  

A n a t o i i a ,  t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  i n f l u e n a e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s ,  and t o  ,I 
4 

suppress  t h e  Armenians, T h i s  K u r d i s h  p o l i c y  aroused much 
, 

o p p o s i t i o n  i n  Cons tan t i nop le ,  i n  Europe, and i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

i t s e l f ,  I t  was Z e k k i  Pasha's t a s k  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Kurds  and a t  

t h e  same t i m e  t o  t r y  t o  keep t h e i r  o f f e n c e s  a t  an a c c e p t a b l e  I 

ji 

l e v e l  t h r o u g h  p r e s s u r e  and t h e  i m p l i e d  t h r e a t  o f  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .  

Z e k k i  Pasha had been one o f  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e s  beh ind  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Hamid ieh r eg imen ts ,  w a n t i n g  them t o  be a  c o u n t e r  
I 

? ~ r a v c s  t o  C u r r i s ,  213 o f  1  November 1897, F.O., 424/192 
and Graves t o  C u r r i e ,  6 o f  17  June 1897, F.O., 42v92. 

' ~ e ~ o r t  on Erzeroum d u r i n g  Q u a r t e r  ended 31 March 1901, 17 
I 
i 

o f  31 March 1901, F.O., 424/202, 1 



t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  c o s s a c k s  and  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  H s  was i n  

c h a r g e  o f  t h e  r e g i m e n t s ,  p r o t e c t e d  t h e i r  members f rom p r e s e c u t i o n  

and  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  The  E u r o p e a n  o b s e r v e r s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  a s c r i b e d  t o  Z e k k i  P a s h a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u l t e r i o r  m o t i v e s  

f o r  h i s  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  Hamid ieh ,  s e e i n g  it a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  

b u i l d  u p  a  p r i v a t e  power b a s e .  As t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  f rom 

c o n s u l  G r a v e s  shows ,  h e  was g i v e n  c r e d i t  f o r  h a v i n g  a  l a r g e  r o l e  

i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y r  

" Z e k k i  P a s h a ,  and a  c l i q u e  o f  m i l i t a r y  a d v i s o r s  o f  t h s  
S u l t a n ,  c h i e f  o f  whom h a v e  b e e n  S h a k i r  P a s h a  and  t h e  
l a t e  D e r v i s h  P a s h a ,  h a v e ,  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e i r  own, 
b u i l t  up  a b e a u t i f u l  f i c t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  Kurd 
t r i b e s ,  which  h i s  I m p e r i a l  M a j e s t y  is ,  no  d o u b t ,  g l a d  
t o  b e l i e v e ,  and  which  i t  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
d e s t r o y .  T h i s  i s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Kurds  a r e  a 
g a l l a n t  a n d  w a r l i k e  r a c e ,  p e r s o n a l l y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  
S u l t a n ,  t h o u g h  i m p a t i e n t  o f  o r d i n a r y  c i v i l  c o n t r o l ;  t h a t  
t h e i r  m i s d e e d s  i n  t h e  way o f  r a p i n e  a r e  g r o s s l y  e x a g g e r a -  
t o d  by t h e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and i n  f o r e i g n  C o n s u l a r  
r e p o r t s ;  and  t h a t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  s a i d  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  
u s e  r e p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o w a r d s  them would p e r h a p s  r e s u l t  
i n  a  c i v i l  war o f  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  and  d o u b t f u l  i s s u e .  
But i f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Kurds  be 
l e f t  t o  Z e k k i  P a s h a ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  r e m a i n  f a i t h f u l  
t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  b u t  w i l l  f u r n i s h  a  s p l e n d i d  c o n t i n g e n t  
o f  some 3 0 , 0 0 0  c a v a l r y  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  
d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  Empi re  i n  A s i a  and  a s  a c o u n t e r p o i s e  t o  
t h e  g r e b d l l i o u s t  Armenian p o p u l a t i o n m M 9  

T h i s  i s  a  t e m p t i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  Ot toman p o l i c y ,  b u t  o n e  which 

becomos more d o u b t f u l  w i t h  c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  knowledge  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  was h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e n t  on i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  

m u s h i r  and on h i s  c o u n s e l ,  b u t  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  h e  would h a v e  - - 
' ~ r a v e s  t o  C u r r i e ,  213 o f  1 November 1897, F.O., 424/192. 



been  a b l e  t o  f o o l  t h e  government  on a i t h e r  t h e  l i k l i h o o d  o f  a  

r e b q l l i o n  o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  v a l u e  o f  t h e  Kurds .  T h e r e  were many 

i n s t a n c a s  when v a l i s  demanded t r o o p s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  l o c a l  K u r d i s h  

o u t b r e a k s  and  t h e i r  r e q u e s t s  were  s e e m i n g l y  u n r e a s o n a b l y  

r e f u s e d  by Z e k k i  P a s h a .  The mush l r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  e x c e s s i v e  u s e  

o f  t r o o p s  a g a i n s t  Kurds  would o n l y  s n c o u r a g e  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  
E 

armed r e b s l l i o n . l o  T h e r e  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e  l i k l i h o o d  o f  
.c 
I 
j; 

t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e b e l l i o n  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r r i n g ,  b u t  K u r d i s h  l o y a l t y  

t o  t h e  Ot toman gove rnmen t  would h a v e  been  weakened i f  many o f  

t h e  v a l i s '  r e q u e s t s  we re  g r a n t e d .  Z e k k i  was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

q u a r a n t :  e i n g  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  Kurds  would s u p p l y  a  l o y a l  

d e s i r e  f o r  c i v i l  o r d e r  was s a c r i f i c e d .  
I1 

I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  Z e k k i  P a s h a  s u c c e e d e d  i n  b l o c k i n g  

a p l a n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  c o m m i s s i o n e r  S h a k i r  P a s h a  t o  move t r o o p s  r 
1 

i n t th  t h e  D e r s i m  a r e a  i n  1897 t o  end t h e  Kurds  a n n u a l  f o r a y s  i n t o  , 

t h e  K h a r p u t  a r e a .  The  a r e a  was n o t  t o  b e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a p u n i t i v e  
I 

1 

I 
e x p e d i t i o n .  b u t  was t o  h a v e  been  o c c u p i e d .  T h i s  p l a n  was f o i l o d  1 
by Z e k k l  P a s h a ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  c o o p e r a t e  and h i s  a r g u m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  

f 
Z 

l 2  1" a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  K u r d i s h  a g a s  a r r e s t e d  P a l a c e  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e .  

i n  December 1896  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  

w e r e  q u i e t l y  r a l n a s e d  a f t e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  on t h e i r  b e h a l f  by t h e  
1 

 row to C u r r i e ,  143 o f  5 Sep tember  1897 ,  ~ . 0 . , 4 2 4 / 1 9 2 .  
l l m a u n s e l l  t o  C u r r i e ,  236  o f  7 December 1 0 9 7 ,  F.O,, 424/192. 

I t c u m b e r b a t c h  t o  C u r r i e ,  261 o f  21 F e b r u a r y  1 8 9 6 ,  F.O., 
424 / l86 .  



m u s h i r .  He was s o  i n f l u e n t i a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  t h a t  no  

L o c a l  j u d g e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  c o u l d  w i t h s t a n d  p r e s s u r e  e x e r t e d  

by him o r  on h i s  b e h a l f .  

E f f o r t s  by t h e  v a l i s  t o  h a n d l e  K u r d i s h  v i o l e n c e  nn t h e i r  

own were a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  m u s h i r .  The  u s u a l  

p o l i c y  was t o  h o l d  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  Hamidieh  r e g i m e n t  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  any  i n f r a c t i o n  o f  t h ~  l aw  commi t t ed  by Kurds  u n d e r  h i s  

command. T h i s  was s u p p o s e d  t o  make i t  e a s i e r  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  

K u r d s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  j u s t i c e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

i t  o n l y  s e r v e d  t o  make t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wor se .  S i n c e  t h e  was 

a n  o f f i c e r ,  h e  was t r i e d  i n  a  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  which was u n d e r  t h e  

d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  Z e k k i  Pasha .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  t r i a l s  o f  

Hamid ieh  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  a t  f r z i n c a n  was v i r t u a l l y  

a l u a y s  a c q u i t t a l  o r  n o m i n a l  f i n e s .  An a t t e m p t  by t h e  v a l i  o f  

Van i n  1902  t o  a l t e r  t h i s  p o l i c y  and  t r y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  K u r d i s h  

o f f e n d e r .  i n  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  was f o i l e d  by  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

t h e  m u s h i r .  I t  was a t t e m p t e d  i n  t h e  H a k k i a r i  s a n d  jak  o f  Van, b u t  

t h e  m u t o s a r r i f ,  Z i a  P a s h a ,  was a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  Z e k k i  P a s h a  and  

r e f u s e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  v a l i  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t r e a t m e n t  

Ot toman p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  K u r d s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  began  

t o  s h i f t  g r a d u a l l y  i n  1 8 9 9  a s  f e a r  o f  a  R u s s i a n  a t t a c k  l e s s e n e d  
P 

1 3 ~ a t o ~ ,  Van, t o  OeConc r ,  46 o f  2 8  F e b r u a r y  1 9 0 2 ,  F.o . ,  
424/203. 



s o m ~ w h a t ,  t h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  b s c a m e  l e s s  o f  a n  

i m m e d i a t e  t h r o a t ,  and  i t  becamn e v i d e n t  t o  many, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

S u l t a n ,  t h a t  t h e  ~ ~ r n i d i ~ h  K u r d s  w e r e  p o r h a p s  c a u s i n g  more  

t r o u b l e  t h a n  t h e y  w e r e  w o r t h .  A new Grand  V i z i e r ,  I z z s t  P a s h a ,  

r e p l a c e d  t h ~  A r a b  Abul Huda who h a d  b e e n  v e r y  p r o - K u r d i s h  and  

who h a d  e x e r c i s e d  g r e a t  i n f l u r n c e  w i t h  t h e  O t t o m a n  

p o l i c y  a t  t h e  c a n t e r  was u n d e r g o i n g  a g r a d u a l  c h a n g e  a n d  i t  w a s  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  Z e k k i  P a s h a ' s  a t t i t u d e  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  He b e g a n  

t o  t a k e  more  s e r i o u s  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  K u r d i s h  o u t b r e a k s  o f  

v i o l e n c e  and  i n  1 9 0 0  a b a n d o n e d  h i s  o l d  f e u d  w i t h  Rauf  P a s h a  a n d  

moved a g a i n s t  t h e  K u r d s  i n  t h e  E r z e r o u m  v i l a y e t ,  

P a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s h i f t  i n  p o l i c y  may h a v e  b e e n  

t h a t  t h e  ~ a m i d i e h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  when g i v e n  a  v i r t u a l  f r e e  h a n d  

a s  i t  h a d  s i n c e  1 8 9 2 ,  was  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  many 

o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  Up i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  When 

t h e  K u r d i s h  d p r a b ~ y s  h a d  b e e n  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  power  t h e  t r i b e s  -- 
h a d  b ~ ~ n  r e l a t i v e l y  l e a d e r l e s s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  much e a s i e r  t o  

h a n d l e .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  was e v i d e n t l y  c h a n g i n g  by 1 9 0 0 :  

" . . . t h e  T u r k s  h a v e  t a k e n  g r e a t  t r o u b l e  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  
t h e  o l d  r u l i n g  f a m i l i e s  i n  K u r d i s t a n  b u t  now t h e  v a r i o u s  
H a m i d i e h  c a v a l r y  l e a d e r s ,  t h e m s e l v e s  c r e a t e d  and  g i a e n  
r a n k  by t h e  S u l t a n ,  b i d  f a i r  t o  o o c u p y  t h e  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  
l o s t  ' d e r s b e y s ' ,  and t h i s ,  t o o ,  w i t h  good a r m s  a n d  a  
c e r t a i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  t h e m  by t h e  G ~ v e r n m e n t . " , ~  

D s ! ; p i t e  a l l  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  new - Harnidinh r e g i m e n t s  wsre b e i n g  -- 
1 4 ~ 1 0 c k  t o  O 8 C o n o r ,  85 o f  1 May 1 8 9 9 ,  F.O., 424/198.  

1 5 ~ a u n s e l l  t o  d e  B u n s e n ,  126  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 0 0 ,  F .o . ,  
42/'i/200. 
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f o r m e d  a s  l a t e  a s  1 9 0 1  i n  t h e  E r z o r o u m  v i l a y e t  and  a l s m w h e r e .  4: 

T h e  p o l i c y  o f  u s i n q  t h e  K u r d s  c o u l d  n o t  be  r e p u d i a t e d  by t h e  A 

S u l t a n  w i t h o u t  r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  O t t o m a n  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  
! 

r e g i o n .  By 1 9 0 7  and  1 9 0 8  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  t a k i n g  e v e n  more  

e n e r g e t i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  K u r d s ,  b u t  a l l  w i t t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  
4 

o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  se t  o u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d .  A t t e m p t s  

were made i n  1908 t o  have  Z e k k i  P a s h a  d i s m i s s e d ,  b u t  h i s  

c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  new p o l i c y  o f  p r o s e c u t i n g  K u r d i s h  l a w b r e a k e r s ,  

h i s  d i l i g e n t  e x e c u t i o n  o f  o r d e r s  f r o m  t h e  P a l a c e ,  and  m o s t  
I 

)I 
i 

i m p o r t a n t l y  h i s  c l o s e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  

t h e  p o l i c y  made h i s  d i s m i s s a l  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  w h i l e  

Abdulhamid  r e i g n e d  . I 7  

-. -_. -- 
16Lamb t o  O Q C o n o r ,  97 o f  2 December  1 9 0 1 ,  -u* F 0 424 /202 .  

I 7 0 ' c o n o r  t o  G r n y ,  4 0  o f  1 7  J a n u a r y  1 9 0 8 ,  -0 F.0 424 /214 .  



CHAPTER F-LEVEN t T h e  O o c l i n e  o f  O t t o m a n  I n f l u e n c e ,  1 9 0 1 - 0 8 .  

By 1901 Abdulhamid  c o u l d  t a k a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o m f o r t  in t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  r u l i n g  a n  E m p i r a  p r o n o u n c e d  d e a d  by mamy 

o b s e r v e r s  a t  h i s  a c c e s s i o n  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r .  

Though  s u r r o u n d e d  by i m p e r i a l i s t  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s ,  t h e  E m p i r e  

r e t a i n e d  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d ,  

l o s i n g  o n l y  t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  d e p e n d e n c i e s ,  w h i c h  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  

a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  E m p i r a ,  T h e r e  seemed  t o  be  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  

o n l y  m o r e  o f  t h e  same  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  T h e  S u l t a n ' s  

r i v a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  were a l l  u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  c l o s e l y  

s u p e r v i s e d  by h i s  i n t r i c a t a  s p y  s y s t e m ,  t h o s e  t o t a l l y  a l i e n a t e d  

f r o m  t h e  r e g i m e  were i n  E u r o p e  a n d  n o t  s e e n  a s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  army was  t h o u g h t  t o  

be c o n f i n e d  t o  a few l o w e r - g r a d e ,  o v e r l y  w e s t e r n i z e d ,  o f f i c e r s ,  

a l l  o f  whom were c l o s e l y  w a t c h e d .  When Abdulhamid  h a d  become 

S u l t a n  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  t h e  E m p i r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be r a c i n g  t h e  v e r y  r e a l  

P o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  h i s  p r i m a r y  g o a l  was  t h e r e f o r e  

s u r v i v a l .  A l l  his p o l i c i e s  were c e n t e r e d  on  t h i s  g o a l  a n d  i n  t h i s  

C o n t e x t  t h e y  w a r e  a s u c c e s s  s i n c e  h e  a n d  t h e  E m p i r e  d i d  i n d e e d  

s u r v i v e .  The r o n s w n d  in te res t  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  

a n d  s a t i s f s c t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Empire, 

i n  t h e  q o v s r n m n n t * s  ' A r a b  p o l i c y '  a n d  i n  i t s  p o l i c i e s  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n t r o l  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n a l  were t h e  t w o  p i l l a r s  H a m i d i a n  



d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y .  I t  becomes  e v i d e n t  i n  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p o s t - 1 9 0 8  p s r i o d  a n d  modern  T u r k e y ,  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p o l i c y ,  

c o n t r o l l e d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  was  doomed t o  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  t h i s  t h e s i s  

i s  c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h n  P a t e  o f  t h e  'Mus l im p o l i c y ' ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  

T h e  p e r i o d  1901-08 i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  s h o w s  s i g n s  o f  w h a t  

a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a g r a d u a l  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  s y s t e m  a s  i t  

w a s  a p p l i e d  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  T h a  d r i v e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

t o  i m p o s o  some f o r m  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  on  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  t o  

b r e a k  t h e  power  o f  t h e  K u r d s  a n d  n o t a b l e s  seems t o  w e a k e n ,  t o  

l o s e  some o f  i t s  f o r c e .  As w i t h  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  power  f o r  s u c h  

a n  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  t ime,  t h e  H a m i d i a n  r e g i m e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  

t i r e d ,  i t  s e e m e d  t o  p r e f e r  t o  r i d e  o u t  e v e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n t r o l  

t h e m ,  T h e  game o f  b a l a n c i n g  power  among t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  was  n o  l o n g e r  p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e  same s k i l l  o r  i n t e r e s t  by  

t h e  e l e m e n t  t h a t  h a d  e i t h e r  g rown b o r e d  by w i n n i n g  t o o  o f t e n  o r  

r e s i g n e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  n e v e r  a c h i e v e  i t s  u l t i m a t e  

down o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  s y s t e m s  r e n e w e d  a c t i v i t y  by  t h e  A r m e n i a n  

r ~ v a l u t i ~ ~ a r y  g r o u p s ;  t h e  g r o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a  ~ u r d i s h  

c o a l i t i o n  i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  a r e a ;  a r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  

E r z e r o u m  l e d  by l o c a l  n o t a b l e s ;  a n d  a s imilar  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  

c i t y  o f  Bitlis.  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  e i t h e r  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  - 
' T ~ ~ ~  may a p p e a r  t o  be t w o  c o m p l e t e l y  o p p o s i t e  i n t e r p r e t a -  

t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  n o  d o u b t  aWaro t h a t  i t  d i d  l i t t l e  
g o o d  t o  w i n  b a t t l e s  b u t  n o t  t h e  war. 



r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1908 o r  were c u t  s h o r t  by i t ,  a q u e s t i o n  wh ich  i s  

l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  scope o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  

PART I 

To many i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

movement had ceased t o  be a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  a f t e r  1897. Most  

o f  t h e  c o n s u l s  were s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  Armen ians  i n  

t h e  r a g i o n  and d e p l o r e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Kurds  and what 

t h e y  saw as a d e l i b e r a t e  Ottoman a t t e m p t  t o  suppress  and i n  

some cases  e x t e r m i n a t e  a peop le ,  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  s y m p a t h e t i c  

t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and t h e i r  p o l i t i c s  o f  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  As 

e a r l y  as  O c t o b e r  1896, one c o n s u l  was a b l e  t o  say t h a t  ".,.for 

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  I have been h e r e  I can  see a  l i t t l e  d a y l i g h t  

ahead, The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement appears  t o  be sco tched .  The 

T u r k s  f r o m  h i g h e s t  t o  l o w e s t ,  have  f e l t  t h e  p i n c h  o f  p o v e r t y ,  

and b e g i n  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  w e l f a r e  i s  bound u p  w i t h  t h a t  o f  

t h e  Armenian p o p u l a t i o n . " 2  The l a c k  o f  f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o n  

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Armenians,  even a f t e r  t h e  massacres,  s i e z u r e  o f  

t h e  Ottoman Bank, and o t h e r  d r a s t i c  t a c t i c s ,  had f o r c e d  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  r e = t h i n k  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  The r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

Ottoman government  and, more i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  m u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

had  been so e f f e c t i v e  and h a r s h  t h a t  most o f  t h e  Armen ian  p e a s a n t s  

s t o p p e d  a c t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r ~  g r o u p s  w h i c h  

misde l a r a e  sca l e  o p e r a t i o n ,  i m p o s s i b l e .  4 -- 
2 w i l l i a m s  t o  C u r r i ~ ,  191 o f  27 Oc tober  1896, F.O., 424/189. 



fly 1899, t h e  Dashnak o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  by t h i s  t i m e  c o m p l e t e l y  

i n  charge  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement, was once a g a i n  becoming 

a c t i v e  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  were c o n f i n e d  

p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  Mush and Van areas,  though  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  

i n  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e r e  wera bands o f  armed Armenians r e p o r t e d  t o  

be o p e r a t i n g  near  Erzeroum a lso .  The t a c t i c s  appear t o  ba much 

t h e  same as  t h o s e  used i n  1894-6, w i th  emphasis on r e c r u i t m e n t  

o f  s u p p o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  Armenian community and c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  government.  By 1903 t h e  Mush area, mounta inous 

and w i th  a  l a r g e  pe rcen tage  o f  Armenians, was once a g a i n  i n  a  

s t a t e  o f  t u r m o i l .  S e v e r a l  hundred r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  were a g a i n  

su r rounded  by Ottoman f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Sasun area.  The s t a g e  seemed 

t o  be s e t  f o r  a r e p e a t  per formance a lmos t  a decade a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  G I  

Sasun i n c i d e n t .  Rumors were sp read ing  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  

t h e  Armenians were g o i n g  t o  a t t emp t  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  c i t y  o f  Mush 

i n  wh i ch  case i t  seemed i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e v e n t  ano the r  b l ood -  

ba th .  T h i s  t ime ,  however,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  appeared t o  have 

l e a r n e d  f rom p r e v i o u s  expe r i ance  and d i d  n o t  p r e s s  f o r  a comp le te  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a t  Sasun as  t h e y  had i n  1894. A f t e r  making t h e i r  

p resence  f e l t ,  t h e y  s i m p l y  d i s p e r s e d  and a  ma jo r  i n c i d e n t  was 

a v e r t e d  . 
The  Sasun i n c i d e n t  o f  1903 d i d  h e a r l d  a  change however,  a  

I /. 

change i n  t h e  degrea o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  between t h e  Armenians o f  

?as"" and t h o  Kurds.  An i n f o r m a l  a l l i a n c e  between t h e  two g roups  

had been worked ou t ,  w i t h  t h e  Kurds  s u p p l y i n g  t h o  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

w i t h  arms and s u p p l i o s  and r e f u s i n g  t o  coope ra te  w i th  t h e  



[ I t t oman  a u t h o r i t i e s a 3  many o f  t h e  K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  had  f e l t  t h a t  

t h e  g e n n r a l  condemnat ion  o f  thm K u r d s  by Europeans f o r  t h e i r  

supposed r o l e  i n  i n s t i g a t i n g  t h e  massacres o f  t h e  1890 ' s  was 

u n j u s t i f i e d .  They had been m a n i p u l a t e d  t o  some e x t e n t  by  t h e  

Ot tomans d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  and a s  a  r e s u l t  were seen a3 t h e  m a i n  

v i l l a i n s ,  a r o l e  t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  d e s e r v e o  T h i s ,  p l u s  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  many K u r d s  a d m i r ~ d  t h e  d a r i n g  and b r a v e r y  o f  t h o  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  made them more r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

them. 4 

D u r i n g  most o f  t h e  1901-08 p e r i o d  t h e  c i t y  o f  Van and t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n q  a r e a  was c o m p l e t e l y  domina ted  by t h e  Dashnak 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Ku rds  s o l d  t h e  Armenians weapons, in many c a s e s  guns 

s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Ottoman government t o  - n a m i d i e h  t r o o p s ,  and 

a v o i d e d  any d i r e c t  c l a s h e s  w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  groups.  The - v a l i  

o f  Van, A l i  Bey, a t t e m p t e d  t o  c r a c k  down on t h e  Dashnaks - i n  1907, 

b u t  t h e  r e s u l t  was s i m p l y  t o  makc them more p o p u l a r  and hence 

more p o w e r f u l .  S i n c e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  l i v e d  among t h e  Armenian 

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  b o t h  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  v i l l a g e s  any a t t e m p t  by  t h e  

government t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  them i n v o l v e d  h a r s h  measures 

a g a i n s t  t h e  Armpn ian  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

were so c o n f i d a n t  o f  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  t h e y  appeared in t h e  

open in Van, c a r r y i n g  guns i n  p u b l i c ,  and f r a t e r n i z i n g  w i t h  

o f f i c i a l s ,  b u t  t h e y  c a r e f u l l y  a v o i d e d  any d i r e c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
- -- 

3Shiplc,y to  ~ ' ~ ~ n o r ,  112 o f  1 0  November 1903. R O O . ,  424/205*  

' ~ t a r n i a n ,  - o p . c i t e ,  Pe 52. 



w i t h  l o c a l  t r o o p s ,  I t  was r e p o r t e d  by c o n s u l  D i c k s o n  i n  1907 

t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  have  e a s i l y  d e f e a t e d  t h e  l o c a l  g a r r i s o n  i n  Van, 

b a i n g  a b l e  t o  r a i s e  two  thousand  w e l l  armed men i n  t h e  c i t y  and 

w i t h i n  a fscu h o u r s  an  a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  thousand  f r o m  t h e  

 village^.^ B e s i d e s  t h i s  o b v i o u s  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e r e  was e v i d e n t l y  

c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  Van between t h e  Dashnaks and t h e  l o c a l  

Young T u r k  p a r t y ,  w i t h  T u r k i s h  Mus l ims  on  t h e  Dashnak l o c a l  

Commit tee.  6 

An i n c i d e n t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1908, f i n a l l y  t ouched  o f f  t h e  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  Dashnaks and t h e  l o c a l  government  i n  

Van, An Armenian i n f o r m e r  had s u p p l i e d  t h e  v a l i  w i t h  t h e  

l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Dashnaks '  arms caches, wh ich  t r o o p s  were a t  

once s e n t  t o  c o n f i s c a t e .  The Armenians f i r e d  on t h e  t r o o p s  and 

managed t o  k i l l  s e v e r a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n f o r m e r o  T h i s  r e b e l l i o n  

l a s t e d  f o r  a  day and s e t  o f f  a  Mus l im  r e a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  

r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Armenians once o r d e r  had 

bean r e s t o r e d ,  c a u s i n g  a  f l u r r y  o f  t e l e g r a m s  from l o c a l  M u s l i m s  

t o  t h e  P o r t 0  and t h e  Pa lace ,  demanding t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  

v a l i .  By t h e  summsr o f  1908 more t r o o p s  were despa tched  t o  Van - 
t o  r o o t  o u t  t h e  Dashnaks, a t a s k  t h e y  were a b l e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  

w i t h  l i t t l e  r e ~ i s t a n c c . ~  N i e t h e r  t h e  Ottoman government ,  w h i c h  

had  u p h e l d  t h o  v a l i ' s  p o l i c y  o f  t a k i n g  n o  o v e r t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
7- 

-L3. 

% i c k s o n  t o  OtConor,  81 o f  4  Hugust  1907, F.O., 424/213. 
6 5 h i p l r y  t o  Mr. T o u n l y ,  1 5  o f  4 January  1905, F.O., 424/208. 

' f l a r c l a y  t o  Grey, 31 o f  1 7  J u l y  1908, f.0.. 424/216. 



t h e  -- Dashnaks, n o r  t h e  Armenians were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o v o k i n g  

any c o n f r o n t a t i o n s .  

The Ottoman government had demons t ra ted  i n  1894 and 7895 

t h a t  i t  c o u l d  c r u s h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  v i r t u a l l y  a t  w i l l  and 

s t a v e  o f f  a l l  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a t  p r o v o k i n g  European i n t e r v e n t i o n  

a t  t h e  same t i m e .  Once t h i s  p o i n t  was made, and t h e  Armen ians  

ceased t o  be a m a j o r  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  o r  r e g i o n ,  t h e  government s e e m i n g l y  h a d  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  e x i s t e n c e .  The Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

had l e a r n e d  t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  t h e  1890's and were c o n t e n t  t o  b u i l d  

u p  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p o p u l a r i t y ,  work on  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  

Kurds  and d i s s a t i s f i e d  T u r k s  and w a i t  f o r  someth ing  t o  happen 

o f  wh ich  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  advantage.  

PART I1 

The n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  of  D i a r b e k i r  were t h e  most  t r o u b l e -  

some i n  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  thnoughou t  t h e  Hamid ian  p e r i o d  as f a r  

as t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  and s u b s e r v i e n c e  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  

government  was concerned.  I t  was a f r o n t i e r  v i l a y e t  i n  t h e  sense 

t h a t  i t  b o r d e r e d  on t h e  S y r i a n  d e s e r t  and t h u s  was c o n s t a n t l y  

t h e  b a t t l e q r o u n d  betweon d e s e r t  and sown. TO p r e s e r v e  o r d e r  and 

t o  m a i n t a i n  s t r o n g  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  wou ld  have  r e q u i r e d  t h e  

C o l l s t a n t  p resence  o f  a l a r g e  body o f  Ottoman t r o o p s ,  somath ing  

t h , >  g"vprnment was n i e t h e r  p r e p a r e d  n o r  a b l e  t o  do. S i n c e  t h e  



c e n t r a l  government had no  w i s h  t o  become e m b r o i l e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  

o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  and t h e  d e s e r t  t o  t h e  sou th ,  i t  a b d i c a t e d  most o f  

i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  n o t a b l e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  D i a r b e k i r .  Tho 

v a l i s  s e n t  t o  t h e  a r e a  were n o t o r i o u s l y  weak and r e c e i v e d  

v i r t u a l l y  n o  s u p p o r t  f rom C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  

The k e y  t o  t h e  n o t a b l e s '  power was t h e i r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  t r a d e  r o u t e s  t h a t  passed t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  and t h e i r  I 

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t .  I n  b o t h  cases 

t h e y  were i n  c o n s t a n t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  Arab and K u r d i s h  t r i b e s  

who t e n d e d  t o  d i s r u p t  t r a d e  and d r i v e  t h e  p e a s a n t s  from t h e  l a n d  
I 

t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  g r a z i n g  area .  The Ottoman government a t t e m p t e d  ? 
! 

t o  m a i n t a i n  a  b a l a n c e  between t h e s e  t w o  groups ,  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  I I 
i 

n o t a b l e s  f r o m  g a i n i n g  c o m p l e t e  Power i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  by c o n t r o l l i n g  I 
I 
! 

a l l  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and a i d i n g  t h e  n o t a b l e s  i f  t h e  K u r d s  
1 j  

I 

o r  Arabs  became t o o  p o w s r f u l .  
1 
I 

I n  t h e  p e r i o d  1901-08 t h e  g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  (i 
o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  government  and i t ' s  d e c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

c l o s e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  D i a r b e k i r  by the  

r i s e  o f  a K u r d i s h  l e a d e r ,  I b r a h i r n  Pasha* from 1905 t o  1908 t h e  

b a l a n c e  was a p p a r e n t l y  u p s e t  a t  t h e  expense of  t h e  n o t a b l e s  and 1 

t h e  c e n t r a l  government d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  r i g h t  i t o  i 
The two  g r e a t e s t  powers i n  t h e  d e s e r t  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  

D i m b e k i r  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been t h e  confederations o f  t h e  

Sh;lmmar and 'Ana tah  Arabse As l a t e  as 1878 t h e s e  g r e a t  t r i b a l  

c o n f e d e r a t i o n s  wore a b l e  t o  move t o  t h e  v e r y  g a t e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  



i n  t h e  summer,  c r e a t i n g  h a v o c  f o r  t h e  n o t a b l e s  a n d  t h e i r  

p e a s a n t s .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  f u r t h e r  p e n e t r a t i o n  

was  t h e  i n c e s s a n t  f e u d i n g  o f  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

e a c h  w i n t a r  t h e y  h a d  t o  r e t u r n  s o u t h  i n  s e a r c h  o f  g r a z i n g  l a n d .  

T h e  s m a l l e r  K u r d i s h  and A r a b  t r i b e s ,  b o t h  n o m a d i c  and  p a s t o r a l ,  % 

1 
bowed t o  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e s e  l a r g e r  g r o u p s  a n d  were b 

g e n e r a l l y  a l l i e d  t o  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  I 
I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  a  K u r d i s h  aqa c a l l e d  I b r a h i m  became  ; 

*i 

t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  P l i l l i ,  a s m a l l  K u r d i s h  n o m a d i c  t r i b e .  ~e h a d  

l i v e d  among t h e  Shammar a n d  'Anazah  a n d  h a d  t r a v e l l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  

i n  E g y p t  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  H e  s e t  o u t  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  a  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  small K u r d i s h ,  A r a b ,  a n d  

C i r c a s s i a n  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  u n d e r  h i s  n o m i n a l  a u t h o r i t y .  
f, 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  flilli was a s m a l l  t r i b e  ( n o  more  t h a n  t h i r t y  t e n t s  -- 
a t  t h i s  t i m e )  i t  e v i d e n t l y  was  wel l  r e s p e c t e d  s i n c e  i t  was t h e  

r e m n a n t  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  M i l l i  t r i b e  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  u p  by 

t h e  O t t o m a n s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y a 8  T h e  ' A n a z a h  a n d  Shammar 

p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  I b r a h i m 8 s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b e i n g  e m b r o i l e d  

i n  o n e  o f  t h e i r  b i t t e r  f e u d s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

By t h e  1 8 9 0 8 s  I b r a h i m  was  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  a  small b u t  
2 

relatively p o w e r f u l  g r o u p  of t r i b e s ,  t h o u g h  s t i l l  n o t h i n g  in 
P 

c o m p a r i s o n  t h e  g r e a t  A r a b  c o n f e d e r a t i o n s .  T h i s  c h a n ~ e d  r a d i c a l l y  

i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 8 s  when I b r a h i m  was  c a l l e d  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

a n d  o n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  ~ a m i d i e h .  He was  g i v e n  t h e  r a n k  o f  B r i g a d i e r  

'Mark S y k e s ,  "The  K u r d i s h  T r i b e s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e o t ,  
J o u r n .  R o y a l  A n t h r o .  I n s t i t u t e ,  V o l e  3 8 ,  London ,  1 9 0 8 ,  p .470 .  



G a n c r a l ,  s u p p l i c ~ d  w i t h  modnrn arms, and g i v e n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

s u p e r v i s e  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  D i a r b e k i r .  H e  founded t h e  c i t y  o f  

Veranshehr ,  wh ich  was h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and h i s  i n c r e a s e d  p r a s t i g e  

as a -- Hamid ieh  o f f i c e r  b r o u g h t  more t r i b e s  i n t o  h i s  c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  

Vsranshehr  became a g r e a t  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  on t h e  r o u t e  f r o m  

Mesopotamia t o  A n a t o l i a  and I b r a h i m ' s  a r e a  of i n f l u e n c e  began t o  

expand. 

The Shammar and _ _ .  'Anazah were by t h i s  t i m e  w e l l  aware o f  h i s  

a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  made n o  o v e r t  move t o  o u s t  h i m .  They d i d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

r a i d  t h e  c a r a v a n s  g o i n g  t o  Veranshchr ,  however ,  and by 1904 

I b r a h i m  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  t h e i r  d i s r u p t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  ~ e  

p r o t a s t c l d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  government,  b u t  i t  t o o k  no a c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  t h e  Arabs,  so I b r a h i m  a t t a c k e d  on h i s  own, The r e s u l t  was 

a s e r i e s  o f  c l a s h e s  i n  w h i c h  n i e t h e r  s i d e  emerged a s  t h e  c l e a r  

v i c t o r  b u t  wh ich  caused c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s r u p t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  v i l a y e t ,  These were n o t  a r m i e s  

t h a t  were f i g h t i n g ,  b u t  l o o s e  c o n f e d e r a t i o n s  of t r i b e s ,  and 

once t h e y  began f i g h t i n g  ~ v e r y t h i n g  became a  l e g i t i m a t e  t a r g e t .  

The c e n t r a l  government f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  feud, 

s e n d i n g  a  s m a l l  f o r c e  t o  m e d i a t e  between t h e  t w o  groups .  T h i s  

f o r c e  was t u r n e d  back by I b r a h i m  and i t s  l e a d e r ,  an Ot toman 

o f f i c a r ,  k i l l c d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  p r o v o k i n g  a g r e a t e r  r e a c t i o n  on  

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  government ,  t h i s  deve lopment  m e r e l y  changed i t s  

t a c t i c s .  I b r a h i m  was e v i d e n t l y  w o r r i e d  t h a t  h e  had gone t o o  f a r ,  

and was rewardad  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  g r a n t e d  some c o n c s s s i o n s ,  and 



1 

9  i n  r e t u r n  a g r e e d  t o  s c a l e  down h i s  f e u d  w i t h  t h e  A r a b s ,  
& 

I n  J u l y  1 9 0 5 ,  t h e  f i g h t i n g  b e t w e e n  I b r a h i m  a n d  t h e  Shammar 

A r a b s  b r o k e  o u t  o n c a  a g a i n .  I b r a h i m v s  f o r c e s  by t h i s  t i m e  

a m o u n t e d  t o  o v e r  13,000 men a n d  t h o y  were c a u s i n g  c h a o s  t h r o u g h -  

o u t  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  r a i d i n g  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  g a t e s  o f  D i a r b e k i r .  
1 
F 

T h r o u g h o u t  J u l y  a n d  most  o f  A u g u s t ,  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  p e r s i s t e d ,  a' 
: 

w i t h  I b r a h i m ' s  f o r c e s  d o m i n a t i n g  mos t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  1 

r 

t h e  v i l a y e t ,  a t  t h e  d i r e c t  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  Musl im n o t a b l e s .  O r d e r s  

were e v e n t u a l l y  s e n t  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  I b r a h i m  t o  c e a s e  h i s  

r a i d i n g ,  w i t h  w h i c h  h a  q u i c k l y  c o m p l i e d .  T h e  f e u d  w i t h  t h e  I 
i 

Shammar was  p r o b a b l y  more  o f  a n  e x c u s e  t h a n  a  c a u s e  o f  I b r a h i m f s  

a c t i v i t i e s  a r o u n d  D i a r b e k i r .  The c o n s u l s  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  h e  was 

e i t h e r  u n d e r  o r d e r s  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  weaken  t h e  power  o f  

t h e  n o $ a b l e s  i n  D i a r b e k i r  by d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  o r  h e  
I 

was  s i m p l y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  d i s r u p t i o n ,  h o p i n g  t o  I 

c o n v i n c e  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  h i s  f i t n e s s  t o  b e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

r u l e r  o f  t h e  a r s a . l 0  I n  a n y  oase, by 1 9 0 5  t h e  n o t a b l e s  o f  t h a  

c i t y  were I b r a h i r n ' s  c h i e f  r i v a l s  f o r  Power  and  i n f l u e n c e ,  r e p l a c i n g  

t h e  A r a b  t r i b e s .  

T h e  n o t a b l e s  were d e m a n d i n g  t h a t  I b r a h i m  b e  e x i l e d  a n d  t h a t  i 
i 

O t t o m a n  t r o o p s  ba  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  t a s k .  Most  o f  t h e  
I 

d amage  d o n e  by I b r 3 h i m V s  t r i b e s m e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  D i a r b n k i r  

h a d  b e e n  d o n a  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and  v i l l a g e s  o f  t h e s e  n o t a b l e s .  
- 

9 ~ y k o s ,  R e p o r t  on I b r a h i m ,  58 o f  1 9 0 5 ,  F.O., 424/200.  

l 0 ~ h i p l e y  t o  O v C o n o r ,  8 0  o f  7 Augus t  1 9 0 5 ,  F.O., 424 /208 .  
a n d  W i l k i e  t o  OVCornor, 80 o f  25 J u l y  19U5, ~ . 0 . ~ 4 / 2 0 8 .  



T h e i r  summer h o u s e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w e r e  b u r n e d  a n d  s i n c e  t h e y  

were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  u n d e r  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e s e  

t o o  w a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  h a r s h l y *  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s  w a r e  

a n g r y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  l o s t  a  l u c r a t i v e  i l l i c i t  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  

Shammar A r a b s  now t h a t  I b r a h i m  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  a r e a .  Much o f  t h e  

b o o t y  s i e z e d  by t h e  A r a b s  h a d  b e a n  d i s p o s e d  o f  by t h e  D i a r b e k i r  

A r a b s  a t  a  g r o a t  p r o f i t ,  b u t  now I b r a h i m  t o o k  a l l  t h e  b o o t y .  

T h e  f i n a l  s t r a w  f o r  t h e  n o t a b l e s  was t h e  f a v o r e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  u n d e r  I b r a h i m ,  He a c t e d  a s  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  

C h r i s t i a n  v i l l a g e s  a n d  f a v o r e d  t h e m  o v e r  M u s l i m s  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  

a l l  o f  w h i c h  g a i n e d  h im l i t t l e  f a v o r  i n  D i a r b e k i r ,  t h o u g h  a l o t  

i n  M a r d i n  a n d  U r f a ,  t o w n s  w i t h  h a a v y  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s .  I t  

h a d  o n l y  b e e n  i n  1904 t h a t  I b r a h i m  h a d  f i r s t  moved i n t o  t h e  

D b a r b e k i r  a r e a  i n  s t r e n g t h  a n d  t h e  n o t a b l e s  were i n c e n s e d  a t  

s e e i n g  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  by a n  u p s t a r t  

Kurd  who d e f e n d e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  I b r a h i m  was a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  

t h e i r  p o w e r ,  i n f l u c n c a ,  b o t h  l o c a l  and  r e g i o n a l ,  a n d  t h e i r  w e a l t h .  

T h e  n o t a b l e s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r e s s u r e  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n t o  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  I b r a h i m  by t h r e a t e n i n g  a m a s s a c r e  o f  

C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  o t h e r  d r a s t i c  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r s .  T h e y  

f o r c e d  t h e  - v a l i  t o  s e n d  t e l e g r a m s  t o  t h e  P o r t e  a n d  f i n a l l y  s e n t  

t h e i r  own t o  t h e  P a l a c e ,  d e m a n d i n g  s u p p o r t  a g a i n s t  I b r a h i m ,  Word 

w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  o r d e r i n g  I b r a h i m  t o  

r e p o r t  t o  D i a r b e k i r ,  T h e  n o t a b l e s  i n t e r p r e t a d  t h i s  a s  a  v i c t o r 9  

a n d  b e g a n  t o  c a l c b r a t e  I b r a h i m ' s  d e f e a t .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  
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q t a l l a d  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  send a  b a t t a l i o n  o f  t r o o p s  t o  t h e  a r e a  f 

w h i c h  s e r v e d  t o  c a l m  b o t h  s i d e s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e .  I b r a h i m  was  

r e w a r d e d  a g a i n  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  b u t  t o l d  t o  

c e a s e  h i s  r a i d i n g  n a a r  D i a r b e k i r  a n d  c e a s e  h a r a s s i n g  t h e  n o t a b l e s .  

T h e  n o t a b l e s  were f o r g i v r n  f o r  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  v a l i  a n d  - 
w a r n e d  ' n o t  t o  c r e a t e  a n y  more  p a n i c s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  

T h e r e  were s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  n o t  

a l t o g ~ t h e r  d i s p l e a s e d  by I b r a h i r n t s  a c t i v i t y  a r o u n d  D i a r b e k i r ,  

His c o n f s d r r a t i o n  h a d  f o r c e d  t h e  A r a b s  t o  move f a r t h e r  s o u t h ,  

t h u s  e n d i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  u r b a n  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

a r e a s  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  By u n i t i n g  a l l  t h e  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  

I b r a h i m  p r o v i d e d  a mechan i sm f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  some k i n d  o f  o r d e r  

a n d  i f  i t  was d i s b a n d e d  t h e  r e s u l t  wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  c h a o t i c .  T h e  

mogt u s n f u l  r o l e  hs f u l f i l l e d  was a s  a  b a l a n c e  f o r  t h s  n o t a b l e s ,  

who h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  B e s i d e s  

c u r t a i l i n g  t h e i r  a c o n o m i c  i n f l u e n c e ,  h e  k e p t  thnm d e p e n d e n t  on  

t h e  c e n t r a l  govornrnsn t  f o r  s u p p o r t .  

I n  t h e  summer o f  1907, t h e  n o t a b l e s  o f  D i a r  3 e k i r  o n c e  m o r e  

demanded t h a t  I b r a h i m  b e  e x i l e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a .  H e  h a d  e x t e n d e d  

h i s  c o n k r o l  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  c i t y  o f  M a r d i n  and  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  

a t  V e r a n s h e h r  was more  p r o s p e r o u s  t h a n  e v e r ,  a l l  a t  t h e  expense  

o f  t r a d e  i n  D i a r b e k i r ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s e t t l e  m o s t  o f  t h e  

t r i b a l  f e u d s  i n  t h e  a r ~ a ,  a c t i n g  a s  a n  a r b i t e r  f o r  t h o s e  

i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  had k e p t  t h a  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  D i a r b e k i r  q u i e t  s i n c e  

t h r ~  d i s t u r b a n c p s  o f  1905, T h o  n o t a b l e s  s i e z e d  t h o  t e l e g r a p h  



o f f i c e  i n  ~ o v e m b a r  and demanded t h o  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  v a l i  who -' 
t h e y  saw as  i n e f f e c t u a l ,  a r e f o r m  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

and t h e  s u p p r a s s i o n  o f  I b r a h i m .  

Tho c e n t r a l  g o v ~ r n m e n t  remained c a l m  d e s p i t e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  

o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  d e s p a t c h i n g  a  new - v a l i  and an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

commidsion. I t  was r e p o r t e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Ambassador t h a t  t h e  

P o r t e  seemed l i t t l e  concerned about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b e l i e v i n g  

t h a t  t h e  government c o u l d  a t  any t i m e  by t h e  use o f  f o r c e  make 

t h e m s e l v e s  m a s t a r s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n e 1 2  Though t h i s  was most 

p r o b a b l y  t r u e  i n  a  m i l i t a r y  sense, i t  would have maant becoming 

permanent masters ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  l l~anpower and expense t h a t  wou ld  

have e n t a i l e d .  W i t h o u t  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  I b r a h i m  wou ld  soon become 

v i r t u a l l y  i ndependen t ,  and w i t h o u t  h i m  much o f  t h e  a r e a  wou ld  

r e l a p s e  i n t o  anarchy .  The commiss io , .  s e n t  t o  D i a r b e k i r  r e f l e c t e d  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  when i t  ' e x o n e r a t a d '  I b r a h i m  and ' pa rdoned8  t h o  

n o t a b l e s .  T h i s  was a  s e v e r e  b low t o  t h e  l a t t e r  s i n u s  t h e y  had 

e x p e c t e d  a  v i c t o r y ,  b u t  i t  c o s t  them v e r y  l i t t l e *  I b r a h i m  had 

t o  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  s t a t i o ; . . n g  o f  a  few t r o o p s  a t  Veranshehr  and 

some o f  h i s  o t h e r  touns ,  b u t  a s i d e  from t h a t  h e  was l e f t  a lone .  13 

I n  e a r l y  1908 t h e  Grand V i z i e r ,  I z t o t  Pasha, asked I b r a h i m  

t o  p roceed  t o  S y r i a  t o  h e l p  p r o t e c t  t h e  H e j a z  r a i l w a y  a b a i n s t  

i n c r e a s i n g  r a i d s  by Arab t r i b e s *  He a r r i v e d  i n  Damascus i n  J u l y  

w i t h  s e v e r a l  hundred  o f  h i s  men. When t h e  new Young T u r k  

government  cams i n t o  pownr l a t e r  i n  J u l y  i t  d e c i d e d  t o  end - - 
' 2 0 1 ~ o n o r  t o  Grey, 150 o f  26 November 1907, - L  F  0  * 424/213, 

I 3 n e a r d  t o  B s r c l a y ,  63 o f  6 A p r i l  1908, F.O., 424/215. 



T b r a h i m ' s  q u a s i - i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s  and o r d e r e d  h i m  t o  r e p o r t  t o  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l a ,  Too w i s e  f o r  t h i s  f a m i l i a r  Ottoman p l o y ,  I b r a h i m  

and h i s  men s e t  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  S y r i a n  d e s e r t  once a g a i n  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  Veranshehr  and p r o t e c t  h i s  l i f e ' s  work a g a i n s t  t h e  

new government. T r o o p s  were  despa tched  t o  c u t  h i m  o f f  b u t  h e  and 

a few o f  h i s  men managed t o  evade them. Once i n  Veranshehr  h e  

f o u n d  h i m s e l f  s u r r o u n d e d  by Ot toman t r o o p s .  H i s  c o n f e d a r a t i o n  

began t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  a round  h i m  and h e  was e v e n t u a l l y  k i l l e d  

d u r i n g  a  s k i r m i s h  w i t h  t h e  army. 1 4  

PART I11 

The government  had managed t o  h o l d  i t s  own i n  t h e  t r o u b l e s  

i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  a rea ,  t h o u g h  t h e  n o t a b l e s  had : x e r c i s e d  more 

i n d e p e n d e n t  a c t i o n  t h a n  i t  wou ld  have  p e r m i t t e d  i n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  

A more d i f f i c u l t  t e s t  o f  government  c o n t r o l  o f  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n  was t o  come f r o m  t h e  c i t y  o f  Erzeroum i n  1906 and 1907 

and once a g a i n  t h e  u r b a n  M u s l i m  n o t a b l e s  p l a y e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e ,  

With t h e  Armen ian  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c t i v e  and t h e  

H a m i d i c h  K u r d s  n o  l o n g e r  g u a r a n t e e d  freedom o f  a c t i o n ,  t h e  -- 
n o t a b l e s  were emerg ing  as t h e  c h i e f  s o u r c e  o f  power i n  t h e  

r e g i o n .  They had  a lways  been t h e  g r o u p  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  government  

had  had  t h e  most p rob lems  c o n t r o l l i n g  s i n c a  t h e  s t r u g g l e  was mors  

S o p h i s t i c a t e d  t h a n  t h a t  between government  and K u r d s  o r  

Armenians.  The c e n t r a l  government  had  d e ~ i d e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
5- 

14Lo,thpr t o  Grey, 9 o f  28 September 1908, F.O.,  424/217. 



e a r l i e r  t o  dcpend on t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  o r  l o c a l  governments,  f o r  

t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d a ,  a  t a s k  

t o o  c o m p l i c a t e d  and ~ x p e n s i v e  Tor c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  8ecauso o f  

t h i s  economic and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  dependence, and because t h e  

n o t a b l e s  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  u r b a n  and much o f  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

t h e  government  and i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t s  f o u n d  i t  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  compromise w i t h  t h i s  g r o u p  i n  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  

power and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The Erzeroum v i l a y e t ,  l i k e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s ,  was i n  p e r p e t u a l  

f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The a n n u a l  income o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  was 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200,000 T u r k i s h  pounds and under  o r d i n a r y  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  sxponsos  averaged abou t  309000 TL. I n  1905,  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  expansos a l o n e  were more t h a n  t h e  ave rage  expcnses  and 

t h e  v i l a y e t  was u n a b l e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  d e f i c i t  w i t h o u t  a i d  f r o m  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  o r  heavy  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t a x a t i o n .  The c e n t r a l  

government  r e f u s e d  any a i d  and i n  f a c t  demanded more money t o  

meet t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  war i n  t h e   erne en.'^ The v a l i f s  p o s i t i o n  

was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  t e n u o u s  s i n c e  s a l a r i e s  c o u l d  n o t . b e  

p a i d ,  p e n s i o n s  rema ined  u n p a i d ,  and t h e  p e a s a n t s  were f a c e d  

w i t h  l a r g e  t a x  i n c r e a s e s .  

I n  March 1906, t h e  c e n t r a l  government  announced t h a t  a  new 

p o l l  t a x  was t o  be i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  t o  r a i s e  t h e  money 

needed by t h e  government  f o r  t h e  war, The M u s l i m  n o t a b l e s  o f  

t h e  c i t y  werm i n c e n s e d  a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  p a y i n g  more and h a v i n g  
- -- 

I 5 s h i p l a y  t o  OtConor,  62 o f  8  June 1905, F.O., 424/208. 



t h e i r  p e a s a n t s  p a y  more ,  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  was t o  b e  o f  n o  

b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  v i l a y e t .  T h e y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  

o f  t h e  c i t y  t o  j o i n  t h e m  i n  a  m a s s  p r o t e s t  a* t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  

t h e  -9 v a i i  b u t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  p e r s u a d e d  t h e m  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  

v a l i  i n s t e a d ,  1,Uhan t h i s  t a c t i c  p r o v e d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e  - 
n o t a b l e s  b e g a n  s e n d i n g  t e l e g r a m s  t o  t h e  P o r t e ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  

f r o n t  o f  t h e  v a l i ' s  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  h a d  t h e i r  r e t a i n e r s  a n d  

s u p p o r t e r s  t e a r  down t h e  s i g n s  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  new t a x i  a l l  t h i s  

o f  c o u r s e  a f t e r  t h e  by now t r a d i t i o n a l  a c t  o f  s i e z i n g  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  t e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e .  1 6  

T h e  n e x t  s t e p  was  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  by t h e  

Mus l im s h o p k e e p e r s  a n d  a s h i f t  i n  f o c u s  t o  a demand f o r  t h e  

r e ca l l  o f  t h e  - v a l i  i n s t e a d  OF r e p e a l  o f  t h e  t a x ,  A stream o f  

t e l e g r a m s  was s e n t  o f f  t o  t h e  P a l a c e .  T h e r e  were n o  d i s t u r b a n c e s  

i n  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  r e m a i n e d  calm a n d  l a r g e l y  u n i n v o l v e d ,  

a n d  t h e  - v a l i  made n o  a t t e m p t  t o  a s s e r t  h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  Z e k k i  

P a s h a  was o r d e r e d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  E r z o r o u m  a s  a s p e c i a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

b u t  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  was  d e l a y e d  and  t h e  s h o p s  r e m a i n e d  c l o s e d .  T h e  

C o n s u l  o n  t h e  s c e n e  n o t e d  w i t h  some s u r p r i s e  t h e  o r d e r l i n e s s  o f  

t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  t h e  Mus l im 

n o t a b l e s  d i s p l a y e d  t o w a r d  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  . I 7  I t  was  

a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  c i t y  were o p e n l y  s y m p a t h e t i c  

t o  t h e  n o t a b l e s  a n d  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  r e f u s e  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

t h e m .  

I 6 s h i p l e y  t o  O • ‹ C o n o r ,  2 0  o f  20 March 1 9 0 6 ,  F .O. ,  4 2 4 / 2 1 0 ,  

1 7 S h i p l c y  t o  O * C o n o r ,  22  o f  3 A p r i l  1 9 0 6 ,  F.O., 4 2 4 / 2 1 0 ,  



Z e k k i  P a s h a  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  i n  A p r i l  w i t h  o r d e r s  t o  p u t  a n  

e n d  t o  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a n d  a r r e s t  t h e  l t s a d c r s .  He was  t o  h e a d  

a  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  was t o  f i n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t ,  

A t  t h e  same t ime, t h e  - v a l i  was  d i s m i s s e d  a n d  a n o t h e r ,  o n e  m o r e  

a m e n a b l e  t o  t h e  n o t a b l e s ,  a p p o i n t e d .  The S u l t a n  t e l e g r a p h e d  t o  

t h e  m u f t i  a n d  t h e  - u l e m a  o f  E r z e r o u m  a n d  t o l d  thom t o  " . . . g i v e  

r e l i g i o u s  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  Nussu lman  p o p u l a t i o n . " 1 8  T h e  s h o p s  u e r s  

q u i c k l y  r e o p e n e d  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Z e k k i  P a s h a  a n d  t h e  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  e n d e d  . 
T h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o t e s t  h a d  b e e n  o v e r  t h e  p o l l  t a x  i s s u e  a n d  

h a d  h a d  w i d e  s u p p o r t  among t h e  e n t i r e  Mus l im p o p u l a t i o n .  S i n c e  

t h i s  t a x  was  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  d i r e c t  o r d e r  f rom C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  o p e n l y  o p p o s e  i t  w i t h o u t  e n g a g i n g  

i n  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s o  t h e y  h a d  

d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  v a l i  i n s t e a d .  T h o u g h  h e  

h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  p o l l  t a x ,  h e  was t h e  n a t u r a l  pawn i n  

t h e  game. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  d i s m i s s  t h e  - v a l i ,  g i v i n g  t h e  

p e o p l e  a n  a p p a r e n t  v i c t o r y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  would  b e  d o n e  

a b o u t  t h e  p o l l  t a x .  T h e  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  v a l i  a l s o  e n a b l e d  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  t o  s e n d  a  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  

a rmy t o  c r u s h  a r e b e l l i o n .  T h i s  was t h e  s c e n a r i o  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  

p l a y e d  o u t  many t imes b e f o r e  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  d u r i n g  t h e  

H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  a n d  i t  h a d  a l w a y s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i t s  t a s k ;  t o  

s m o o t h  i n j u r e d  o r  wronged  l o c a l  p r i d e  a n d  p r e s t i g e  a n d  a t  t h e  
- 

l R o ' c a n o r  t o  Grey, 2 5  o f  9 A p r i l  1 9 0 6 ,  F.O., 424/210.  



same t ime m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s t i g e  and  power o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n -  

m a n t a  T h i s  time, h o w e v e r ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  n e e d e d  t h e  money t o o  

b a d l y  t o  a l l o w  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  work o u t  a c o m p r o m i s e  a n d  t h e  
i 

I 

l o c a l  Musl im p o p u l a t i o n  n o  l o n g e r  h a d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  I 

t h e  r e g i m e  t h a t  i t  o n c e  h a d  f e l t .  B e s i d e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ' r e l i g i o u s  

a d v i c e g  was  t o  d o  l i t t l e  t o  make t h a  p o l l  t a x  more  p a t a t a b l e  i n  

1 9 0 6  ( t h o u g h  i t  may i n  f a c t  h a v e  d o n e  s o  i n  1 8 9 6 ) ,  t h e  - m u f t i  

w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  

T h e  p r o t e s t  h a d  q u i c k l y  g o n e  beyond t h e  p o l l  t a x  i s s u e  

a n y w a y ,  t o  i n c l u d e  s u c h  t h i n q s  a s  t h e  c h a o t i c  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  

v i l a y e t ,  t h e  p o o r  r o a d s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  d i s r e p a i r ,  t h e  h i g h  

s a l a r i e s  o f  o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  s o  By J u n e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  

s t i l l  made n o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o l l a t  t h e  p o l l  t a x  and  t h e  n o t a b l e s  

h a d  by n o  moans  a b a n d o n e d  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i t .  C o n s u l  S h i p l e y  
P 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t ;  B j 

g g . . . A l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  r e a c h e s  me g o e s  t o  show 
t h a t  t h e  E r z e r o u m  M u s s u l m a n s ,  s o  f a r  f r o m  a b a n d o n i n g  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  u p  o f  f r e e l y  
c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  s u c c e s s  w h i c h  h a s  
h i t h e r t o  a t t e n d e d  t h e i r  p r o t e s t  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  r i g h t  
o f  t h e  f o r m e r  t o  i m p o s e  s p e c i a l  t a x a t i o n  a t  a l l ,  e x c e p t  
f o r  p u r e l y  l o c a l  

T h e  c o n s u l  w e n t  on t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  d a n g e r  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

f a c e d  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  

r i g h t s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was8 

1 9 ~ h i p l o y  t o  0 9 C o n o r ,  3 7  o f  12 A p r i l  1906,  F.O., 424/210.  
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" . . , s i g n i f i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e x t a n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  r e s p e c t  
f o r  c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t y - - h i t h e r t o  a  l e a d i n g  c h a r a c -  
t e r i s t i c  o f  t h o  T u r k i s h  p o p u l a t i o n - - h a s  b e e n  l e s s e n e d ,  
a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Government  f o r  t h e  moment seems 
i n c l i n e d  t o  a d o p t  a t e m p o r i z i n g  p o l i c y ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a c q u i e s c e  i n  a s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  w h i c h ,  i f  
a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  c a n  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s p i r i t  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  I t  i s ,  I v e n t u r e  t o  
s u b m i t ,  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  l i e s ,  f o r  
i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  a n y  a t t e m p t  by t h e  Government  t o  u s e  
c o e r c i v e  m e a s u r e s  u n l e s s  a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  
a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  f o r c e ,  w o u l d ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e m p e r  o f  
t h e  Mussu lmans ,  b e  t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  a d a n g e r o u s  ~ u t b r e a k . " ~ ,  

T h i s  d a n g e r  o f  a  w i d e r  a n d  more  d a n g e r o u s  o u t b r e a k  was  made more  

s e r i o u s  by t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  

E r z a r o u m ,  T h e y  h a d  become i n f e c t e d  by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s e n t i m e n t s  

i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  would  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  o b e y  o r d e r s  Lf 

a s k e d  t o  a r r e s t  t h e  n o t a b l e s .  T h e y  were a n g r y  a b o u t  l a c k  o f  p a y  

a n d  t e n d e d  t o  b l a m e  t h e  d r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  v i l a y e t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  mos t  o f  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  

t o o  were r e g a r d e d  a s  u n r e l i a b l e ,  many b e i n g  known Young T u r k  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h e a d e d  by  Z e k k i  P a s h a  s t a y e d  o n l y  a s h o r t  

t i m e  i n  E r z e r o u m  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  a n y  

o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Most  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  was  consumed  

i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  a n d  t h e  

A r m e n i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  o r  c o n s u l s .  T h e  M u s l i m s  d e n i e d  

v c h e m e t l y  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  F a i l e d  t o  f i n d  a n y  

I t  must h a v e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  b e l i e v e  

L 3  I b i d . ,  



t h a t  h i s  M u s l i m  s u b j e c t s  c o u l d  t a k e  such r a d i c a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

t h e  v e r y  government wh ich  had f o r  so l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  them 

a g a i n s t  C h r i s t i a n s  and Europeans .  

A f t e r  a q u i e t  summer, t h e  government  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  I 

a g a i n s t  one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Erzeroum n o t a b l e s ,  t h e  m u f t i .  

I n  Oc tobe r  1906, he  was a r r e s t e d  by t h e  - v a l i  and a l o n g  w i t h  two  

o t h e r  n o t a b l e s  was s e n t  t o  T r a b i z o n d  t o  s t a n d  t r i a l .  When news 

o f  t h e  a r r e s t s  sp read  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a l a r g e  c rowd o f  M u s l i m s  

b r o k e  i n t o  t h e  v a l i ' s  house, s i e z s d  him, and c a r r i e d  h i m  t o  t h e  

mosque where h e  was l o c k e d  u p  and f o r c e d  t o  o r d e r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  In t h e  meant ime, t h e  mob b r o k e  i n t o  t h e  p o l i c e  
I 

h e a d q u a r t e r s  and murdered  t h e  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  because o f  a l l e g e d  1 
m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  m u f t i  d u r i n g  h i s  a r r e s t .  L a t e r  t h e  p o l i c e  

c h i e f ' s  son  and a t h i r d  p o l i c e m a n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a r r e s t s  were  

b r u t a l l y  murdered i n  t h e  s t r e e t s e Z 4  The C h r i s t i a n s  rema ined  

u n i n v o l v e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  e v e n t s  and t h e  army s i m p l y  o b s e r v e d  a f t e r  

t e l e g r a p h i n g  t o  E r z i n c a n  f o r  o r d e r s  and r e c e i v i n g  no  r e p l y .  These 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a c t s  r e v e a l e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  government  had  l o s t  x f U  
I 

t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  n o t a b l e s  and t h a t  t h e  

S u l t a n ' s  government  was n o t  h e l d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i g h  es tocm 

by l a r g e  segments o f  t h e  M u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n .  

g u t  t h e  p o l l  t a x  was s t i l l  on t h e  books. On t h e  1 5 t h  o f  

k a r c h  1907, t h e  - v a l i  o f  Erzeroum summoned f i f t y  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  

n o t a b l e s  t o  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  and r e a d  them a  d e c r e e  f r o m  t h e  S u l t a n  

_C_ 
- 
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s a y i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  decree e x i l i n g  a l l  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

d i s o r d e r s  o f  the! p r e v i o u s  t ~ l a r c h  h a d  b e e n  r e s c i n d e d  ( a  d e c r e e  

w h i c h  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  c a r r i a d  o u t )  and  t h a t  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  O c t o b e r  d i s t u r b a n u e s  wore  g r a n t e d  a g e n e r a l  a m n e s t y .  H e  

f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l l  t a x  was t o  p a i d ,  b u t  t h o  a c c u m u l a t e d  
* 

a r r e a r s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  would  be r e m i t t e d .  T h e  v a l i  t h e n  - I 

s a i d  a  few c o n o i l i a t o r y  w o r d s  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  n o t a b l e s  s e n d  a 

t e l e g r a m  o f  t h a n k s  t o  t h a  S u l t a n .  

T h e  v a l i  had  b e e n  g r e e t e d  by s i l e n c e  f rom t h e  f i f t y  n o t a b l e s ,  - 
and  a f t e r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  was i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  terms 

i t  t o o  r e f u s e d  t o  accep t  them.  On t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March a l a r g e  b u t  
i 4 

o r d e r l y  g r o u p  a ?  M u s l i m s  t o l d  t h e  v a l i  t h e y  were t o o  p o o r  t o  
I 

p a y  t h e  p o l l  t a x  a n d  a s k e d  h im t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  a b a n d o n  

t h o  t a x .  On t h e  21sp o f  March t h e  -- o a l i  a n n o u n c e d  a r e d u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  d o m e s t i c  c a t t l e  t a x ,  b u t  t h i s  h a d  n o  e f f e c t .  On t h e  2 5 t h  o f  
I 

I 

March t h a  n e w s p a p e r s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  p o l l  t a x  and  t h e  

t a x  o n  d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  h a d  b e e n  a b o l i s h e d .  A s  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Ambassador  s a i d ,  "1 n e e d  h a r d l y  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  
lad 

s t r i k i n g  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  Government  by t h e i r  Musl im c o m p a t r i o t s . * 2 5  

After t h i s  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  n o t a b l e s  d i d  n o t  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  
\ (  

p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  
:"I 

A l o o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  M u s l i m s  was f o r m e d ,  known a s  t h e  ' c o m m i t t e e *  
II Y 

w h i c h  demanded a v o i c e  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  a f f a i r s  o f  l o c a l  14 

g o v e r n m e n t  . A f t e r  t h e  v i c t o r y  i n  M a r c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  

--'g'Co"or t o  C r c y ,  45 o f  2 5  March 1 9 0 7 ,  F 0 ., 424/212.  
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M u s l i m s  i n  t h e  c i t y  began t o  b r e a k  up, The commi t tee  p r o v e d  t o  

ba t o o  d i s r u p t i v e  and t r o u b l e s o m e  f o r  many and by December 1907, 

t h e  governmont  was a b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t r o o p s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  

t h e  c i t y ,  t o  a r r e s t  between f i f t y  t o  s i x t y  o f  t h e  M u s l i m s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s .  26 

The e v e n t s  i n  Erzeroum i n  1906 and 1907 a r e  n o t  i m p o r t a n t  

f o r  any permanent o p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p  wh ich  grew o u t  o f  them o r  f o r  

t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  government  p o l i c y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

a s  a  symbol  o f  t h e  weaken ing  o f  t h e  p r e s t i g e  and i n f l u e n c e  o f  

t h e  c e n t r a l  government  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  When t r o o p s  were used, 

t h e  government  c o u l d  a l w a y s  have  i t s  way, b u t  i t  had  a l w a y s  b r e n  

aware o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  wou ld  have  t o  be a b l e  t o  r u l e  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  u s e  o f  t h e  army, and i t  was l o s i n g  

t h i s  a b i l i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  1901-08 p e r i o d ,  J u s t  as) i m p o r t a n t  was 

t h e  g r o w i n g  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  army, wh ich  was, o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  

be t h r  u l t i m a t e  cause o f  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  Hamid ian  r e g i m e  i n  

Auqust  1908, One must a l s o  assume t h a t  t h e  government  was 

s i n c o r e  i n  i t s  p o l i c y  o f  r e l y i n g  on t h e  l o y a l t y  and a f f e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  M u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  

r e g i m e ,  and t o  u s e  t r o o p s  t o  c o a r c e  t h i s  segment o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

wou ld  have  been t o o  o b v i o u s  a  c o n t r a d i c $ i o n .  

PART I V  

The r e v o l t  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  i n  Erzeroum d i d  n o t  o c c u r  i n  a  

vacumn, b u t  was p a r t  o f  a  t r e n d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a n  a roa ,  a  - ..- - 
2 6 S h i p l c y  t o  OvConor ,  172 o f  2 December 1907, F.U. ,  424/213. 



t r e n d  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

a n d  I b r a h i m  P a s h a ,  Nor w a s  E r z e r o u m  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  t o  a x p e r i e n c e  

a r n v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  Bit l is  i n  J u n e  1 9 0 7 ,  w i t h  

v i r t u a l l y  n o  w a r n i n g ,  t h e  M u s l i m s  i n  t h e  c i t y  s i e z e d  t h e  t e l e g r a p h  

o f f i c e  and  b a g a n  d e m a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  - v a l i  b e  d i s m i s s e d ,  T h e  m a r k e t s  ! 
were c l o s e d  on  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a n d  t h e  v a l i ' s  r e s i d e n c e  s t o r m e d  by 

a  mob, s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  a t t e n d a n t s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  a n d  t h e  _I_ v a l i  

wounded ,  

T h e  M u s l i m s  i n  Bit l is  were n o t  l e d  by t h e  n o t a b l e s  a s  t h e y  
i 

h a d  b e e n  i n  D i a r b o k i r  and  E r z e r o u m ,  b u t  by t h e  s h e i k h s ,  who h a d  I 

a l w a y s  b e e n  p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e  Bitlis a r e a .  T h e  r e v o l t  h a d  b e e n  1 
o r g a n i z e d  by a C o u n c i l  o f  S h e i k h s  who n o t i f i e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  I 

g o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  r i o t  t h a t  i t  h a d  1 5 , 0 0 0  K u r d s  u n d e r  -1 

a r m s  a n d  u ~ o u l d  u s e  them i f  t h e  v a l i  was  n o t  T h e  v a l i  - 
was u n p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  T u r k s ,  K u r d s ,  a n d  A r m e n i a n s  w h i c h  g a v e  

t h e  s h e i k h s  a b r o a d  b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t .  He had a r t i f i c i a l l y  

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  g r a i n  f o r  h i s  own p r o f i t ,  was  c a p i t a l i z i n g  

on  t h r  Armenian  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  by p o s i n g  a s  a g r e a t  d e f e n d e r  

o f  t h e  a r e a  and  b r i b i n g  K u r d s  t o  u p h o l d  t h e  m y t h ,  and  t o  c a p  i t  

o f f ,  h e  h a d  r e f u s e d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  money s e n t  t a  Bit l is  f o r  r e l i e f  

p u r p o s e s  a f t e r  a d i s a s t r o u s  e a r t h q u a k e  i n  1 9 0 6 .  
28 

2 7 0 t ~ o n o r  t o  G r e y ,  1 7  o f  4 J u l y  1 9 0 7 ,  F.O., '  424/213.  T h e  
K u r d s  i n  t h s  a r e a  r e g a r d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  more  r e l i g i o u s  t h a n  t h e  
T u r k s  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  -- s h e i k h s .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  
H a m i d i e h  a n d  h a d  n e v e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  
g o v n r n r n s n t  . T h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  s t r e n g t h  was  a b o u t  5 0 , 0 0 0  men, w h i c h ,  
w h i l e  i n e f f e c t . i ~ e  a s  a n  a rmy,  c o u l d  h a v e  c a u s e d  m a s s i v e  d i s r u p t i o n ,  
D i c k s a n  t o  O t C o n o r ,  51 o f  6 J u l y  1 9 0 7 ,  A* FO 424/213.  

2 8 ~ i c k s o n  t o  O t C o n o r .  51 o f  6 J u l y  1 9 0 7 ,  F.O., 424/213.  



The c e n t r a l  qovcrnmant  c o u l d  do l i t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h r e a t  

o f  t h e  s h e i k h s  and t h e r e f o r e  gave i n  w i t h o u t  a s t r u g g l e .  The 

v a l i  was r e p l a c e d  and t h e  s h e i k h s  t o l d  h e  wou ld  be p l a c e d  on .----- 

t r i a l  i n  C o n s t a n t i n n p l e .  A new - v a l i  was named, a commiss ion  s e n t  

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  and t r o o p s  c a l l e d  i n  t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  Kurds  

were d isbanded,  The who le  a f f a i r  was o v e r  i n  a week and once 

a g a i n  t h e  government  had s u f f e r e d  a d e f e a t ,  

The sense o f  power which t h e  n o t a b l e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  r e g i o n  

must h a v e  f e l t  a f t e r  t h e s e  e v e n t s  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Ot tomans 

t o  c o n t a i n ,  I n  J u l y  1907 t h e  v a l i  o f  K h a r p u t ,  who had been 

t r y i n g  t o  f i g h t  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t ,  came under  s t r o n g  

p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  n o t a b l e s  o f  t h a t  c i t y ,  He was c o m p l e t e l y  

i s o l a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  r e c e i v i n g  o n l y  v e r b a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  

c e n t r a l  government  and none from t h o s e  around hime R i s i n g s  a g a i n s t  

government  a u t h o r i t y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  B i t l i s  d u r i n g  1907 and 1906, 

The  n o t a b l e s  o f  B i t l i s  and Erzeroum even began t o  c o o p e r a t e  in 

a t t e m p t s  t o  c u r b  t h e  a c t i v i t i i . 3  o f  t h e  Hamid ieh  Kurds ,  who wore 

making t r a v e l  and commerce i n  t h e  a r e a  a  v i r t u a l  i m ~ o s s i b i l i t ~ ~ ~ 9  

The p i o t u r e  w h i c h  emerges from e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i n  t h e  

p e r i o d  f rom 1905 t o  1908 i s  one o f  v i r t u a l  c o l l a p s e  o f  an  Ot toman 

p o l i c y  begun t w e n t y  f i v e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  The S u l t a n  was l a r g e l y  

d i s c r e d i t e d  i n  t h e  eyes o f  t h e  Mus l im  p o p u l a t i o n  and was u n a b l e  

t o  use  t h o  I s l a m i c  a p p e a l  t o  good e f f o c t e  The l o c a l  f o r c e s  i n  j(: 
e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  had neve r  baan d e f e a t e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  

government  b u t  o n l y  managed and d i s t r a c t e d  t h r o u g h  m a n i p u l a t i o n  
- -  

''Heard t o  OtConor ,  109 o f  3  September 1907, F.0.. 424/313. 



of  t h e  Armenian q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  Hamid ieh  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and o t h e r  

p o l i c i e s .  The I s l a m i c  p o l i c y  o f  t h a  H a m i d i a n  government  had  h a d  

g r e a t  a p p e a l  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and 90's b u t  by  t h e  tu rn  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y  t h i s  a p p e a l  had  l a r g e l y  evapora ted ,  Tho Armenians h a d  
____---_I - -- --- 

ceased t o  be a v e r y  r e a l  t h r e a t  a f t e r  2 8 9 7  and t h e  Hamid ieh  -1 - 
cams t o  be more a  cause o f  a l i e n a t i o n  t h a n  a  d e v i c e  i n  p r o c u r i n g  

l o y a l t y )  t h e  K u r d s  f i n d i n g  a  new sense o f  independence i n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t i r i n g  o f  t h e i r  

d i s o r d e r s .  

The f a i l u r e  of  t h e  I s l a m i c  p o l i c y  t o  ensu re  l o n g  l a s t i n g  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Hamid ian  r e g i m e  was due t o  t w o  ma in  causes.  The 

I s l a m i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  r e g i m e  came t o  be m i s t r u s t e d  by many 

Mus l ims  a F t a r  1900 because o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  i s o l a t i o n  and d e s p o t i s m  

o f  Abdu lhamid  h i m s e l f .  More i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h i s ,  however ,  was 

t h e  Pac t  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  been a  Cemporary t r e n d  
-- - - - - - -  - -- 

i n  Ottoman h i s t o r y .  I t  had a c h i e v e d  i t s  g r e a t s s t  p o p u l a r i t y  

among t h o s e  mus l ims who f e l t  l e f t  o u t  of' t h e  w e s t e r n i z i n g  process 

o f  t h e  Tanzimat ,  who were unnerved  by t h e  pace o f  change under  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  reg imes ,  o r  who were opposed t o  a l l  change i n  t h e  
." 

Emp i re .  The f i r s t  two  o f  t h e s e  g roups  were s a t i s f i e d  w i th  t h e  

r e s t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  ~ a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  and a f t e r  h a v i n g  a  chance  

t o  compare w e s t e r n i z a t i o n  w i t h  ~ a m i d i a n  despo t i sm,  t h e  f o r m e r  

d i d n ' t  l o o k  q u i t e  a s  bad a s  i t  had i n  1876. The l a s t  g roup,  t h o s e  

opposc-j to  a l l  change, was c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  

Empi re  b y  1900 and t h u s  was n o t  a s u f f i c i e n t  base o f  s u p p o r t  

f o r  a government .  



Once t h ~  I s l a m i c  p o l i c y  and o t h e r  methods o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  

t h e  qovernmsnt  ware weakened, l i t t l e  a l s a  rema ined  e x c e p t  t h e  

e x e r c i s e  o f  f o r c e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1900 ' s  t h e  Ottomans f a c e d  

r e v o l t s  i n  t h e  Ba lkans ,  u n e a s i n e s s  and i n c r e a s a d  Arab  r a i d i n g  

i n  S y r i a  and Mesbpotamia, and a p o t e n t i a l  war w i th  R u s s i a :  few 

t r o o p s  c o u l d  be spa red  t o  occupy e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  As a r e s u l t  

o f  a l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  Ottoman p o l i c y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  as r e v e a l a d  

i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  was m a i n l y  one o f  

'harming on' ,  w i t h  few i n i t i a t i v e s  b a i n g  t a k e n  by t h e  c e n t r a l  

government .  

When news o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and r e - i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  1876 reached  t h e  a r e a  i n  August 1908, i t  was 

g r e e t e d  a t  f i r s t  w i t h  d i s b e l i e f ,  t h e n  c a u t i o u s  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  and 

f i n a l l y  j o i n t  f l u s l i m - C h r i s t i a n  e x ~ r a s s i o n s  o f  j o y .  The l o n e  

e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  was i n  B i t l i s ,  where t h e  s h e i k h s  a t  f i r s t  

r e f u s e d  t o  accep t  t h e  news and t h e  Armenians d a r e d  n o t  r e a c t  i n  

any way l 



CONCLUSION 

The M i d d l e  E a s t  and many o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  non-western 

w o r l d  s u f f e r  many common ma lad ies  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  decades o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  One o f  t h e  most c r u c i a l  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  

g row ing  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  between t h e  i d e o l o g i e s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

govornment and t h o s e  o f  t h e  mass o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The p r o c e s s  

o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  has  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  pace c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  and a l t h o u g h  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  many o f  i t s  

accompl ishments  i s  deba tab le ,  its c r e a t i o n  o f  a new e l i t e  i n  a l l  

t h e s e  a reas  i s  n o t .  S ince  Wor ld  War I t h z  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  
j 

c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  been r u l e d ,  i n  most cases, by t h e s e  e l i t e s  who 

have c o n t i n u e [ '  and a c c e l e r a t e d  such a s p e c t s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  as  

s e c u l a r i s m ,  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  and SO on. The f l a w  in 

t h e  p rocess ,  wh ich  has n o t  r e a l l y  become c l e a r  u n t i l  v e r y  r ~ c e n t  

years ,  has  been t h a t  t h e  p roccss  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  has n o t  

i n c l u d e d  as p a r t i c i p a n t s  a  l a r g e  ssgment o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  The 

p e a s a n t r y ,  nomads, as w e l l  as many i n  t h e  towns and c i t i e s  have  

r e t a i n e d  t o  a l a r g e  dogree t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  and customs, n i e t h e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  n o r  a c c a p t i n g  t h e  i d e o l o g i e s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  j u s t  t o l e r a t i n g  them. 

I n  a sense, t h e  p rocess  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  has  gone t o o  f a r  

t o o  f a s t  s i n c e  Wor ld  War I, j u s t  as i t  had i n  t h e  Ottoman Emp i re  

from 1800 t o  1876, The neu * r a d i c a l t  governments i n  t h e  M i d d l e  

East ,  l e d  by men pulled o u t  oP t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  by an 



e l i t e  wh ich  needed t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  run t h e  modern s t a t e ,  a r e  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e d r e s s  t h i s  i m b a l a n c e  by  m e e t i n g  t r a d i t i o n  h a l f w a y  

i n  many ins tances . '  Thus t h e  new governments  i n  L i b y a ,  S y r i a ,  

I r a q  and E g y p t  a r e  r e a l l y  more I s l a m i c  i n  c h a r a c t e r  t h a n  t h e  

' l i b e r a l '  governments o f  t h e  1320-1950 p e r i o d .  T h e i r  a i m  i s  t o  

c a r r y  on w i t h  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o l o m e n t s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  w h i l e  a t  

t h a  same t i m e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i n t e g r a t i n g  them w i t h  

e lemen ts  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e .  The k e y  word f o r  

t h i s  s t u d y  i s  ' n e c c s s i t y ' ~  T h e i r  p r i m a r y  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  a  d r s i r e  on  t h e  e l i t e ' s  p a r t  t o  pay more a t t e n t i o n  

t o  I s l a m ,  t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a  f a c t o r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  by  

them t h a t  t h i s  a t t e n t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  r u l e .  

 he p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  Hamid ian  p e r i o d  i n  Ottoman h i s t o r y  as 

one o f  r e a c t i o n  has  h o p e f u l l y  been Proven  f a l s e  by  t h i s  s t u d y .  
---- 

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  many f a c e t s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d ,  one o f  t h e  most 

i m p o r t a n t  wh ich  h a s  emerged i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  pages i s  t h e  a t t e m p t  

by  Abdu lhamid  t o  s low  down t h e  Proc@SS o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  some 

" A r a b  I s l a m  i n  t h e  Modern Age", M i d d l e  E a s t  J o u r n a l ,  Auk. 1g651  
I b r a h i m  Abu Lughod, " R e t r e a t  f rom t h e  S e c u l a r  Pa th?  I s l a m i c  
Di lemmas o f  Arab P o l i t i c s w ,  Review o f  P o l i t i c s ,  v o l .  28, # 4 ,  1966, 
Abd nr-Rahman a l -Bazzaz,  "1sIam and Arab N a t i o n a l i s m w ,  D i e  b ~ e l t  
d e s  I s l a m s ,  iii, 19541  W a c .  S m i t h ,  I s l a m  i n  Modern ~ i s t = ( P r i - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ----- 
P r i n c e t o n  ~ ~ i v o r s i t y  Press ,  1957)  : i a b i b d  a Yamak, Tha S y r i a n  
-:1l ~ a t i ~ ~ a l i s t  P a r t y ;  An I d e o l o g i c a l  A n a l y s i s  - ( c a m b r i d g e s  

H a r v a r d  u n i v e r s i t y  Press,  1966)*  

I 



E m p i r e  were u n i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  h a d  n o  

v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  ( j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  i n  mos t  cases )  a n d  i n  

f a c t  were b e c o m i n g  more  and  more  o p e n l y  h o s t i l e  t o  i t .  C h a n g e  

i m p o s e d  f rom t h e  t o p  s u c h  a s  t h a t  which  h a d  bogun w i t h  S e l i m  1 1 1  

was a  d a n g e r o u s  e x e r c i s e ,  e v e n  t h e  more  s o  when t h e  t o p  was a s  

weak a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  1876. T h e  g r a d u a l  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  r u l e r  

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  t h e  N u s l i m  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  

w i t h  w e s t e r n  t y p e  r e f o r m s  a f t e r  t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  

war w i t h  R u s s i a ,  a n d  t h s  resurgence of  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  i n  t h e  1870 's  a l l  made a 

c h a n g e  i n  O t t o m a n  i n t e r n a l  p o l i c y  n e c e s s a r y ,  

T h e  Ot toman  g o v e r n m e n t  was  t h u s  f a c e d  w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  f a c e d  by M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  m o r e  

r e c e n t  t imes,  a n d  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  o f  b o t h  were s i m i l a r .  T h e  p o l i c y  

o f  r e l y i n g  on t h o  Musl im e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  s i m p l y  t h e  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  n o t  o n l y  by A b d u l h a m i d ,  b u t  

by m o s t  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  i n  t h e  P o r t e  who h a d  b e e n  a r d e n t  

w e s t e r n i z e r s  i n  e a r l i e r  Y e a r s *  

The main  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  H a m i d i a n  p e r i o d  f o r  O t t o m a n  

h i s t o r y  l i e s  i n  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n s .  I n  e c o n o m i c  terms 

t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  i n  e a s t e r n  

A n a t o l i a ,  t h o u g h  i n  o t h e r s  a reas  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  more .  

Abdulhamid  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o m o t i n g  r m t e r i a l  a d v a n c e s ,  b u t  

a l w a y s  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r .  



Eac3tern A n a t o l i a  was n o t  a l u c r a t i v e  a r e a  f o r  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t  

an( '  b e s i d e s  t h a t ,  economic change would have u p s e t  t h e  l o c a l  

p o l - i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  even  more t h a n  i t  p e r p s t u a l l y  was. Fo r  t h e s e  

r e a s o n s  t h e  r e g i o n  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  f o r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  
1 

economic a s p e c t s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  Hamid ian  p c r i o d .  I n  

p o l i t i c a l  Cerms, however,  i t  p r o v i d e s  a most u s e f u l  exampls,  The + 

Hamid ian  government r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l i z i n g  

t e n d e n c i e s  begun by S e l i m  111 b u t  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i th  more s k i l l  

and c a u t i o n .  The powers o f  t h e  government were c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  
-- -._---- --- - - - .  -...-- - 

t h e  hands o f  t h e  S u l t a n  much more t h a n  i n  p r e v i o u s  years ,  b u t  h e  

e x o r c i s e d  t h i s  power w i t h  more c a u t i o n  t h a n  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  o f  ----- - ----- --̂- -- - - " . -. -_ 
t h e  P o r t e  h a d  done. Thus, i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  t h e  c e n t r a l  gove rn -  

# . * -  - . _ 

ment was o b v i o u s l y  eager  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Hamid ian  p e r i o d  t o  
-- _ ---..---* I__ _ -----.--. -- * . _-_ " _. .. -. .- 

i n c r e a s e  i t s  degree o f  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  n e v e r  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  l o c a l  
__- - - . - - .- 

l o y a l t i e s  o r  u n i t y  i n  t h e  Empi re .  

c l e a r l y  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

government t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  E m p i r e  and t o  t r y  and f o r g e  a neu  ~m 
k i n d  o f  u n i t y  wh ich  t h e  w e s t e r n i z e d  r e f o r m s  had t h r e a t e n e d .  More _-___ _ _ _ _ -  - - - - - - - .  -- *- * _ _ ---.+-- - - - - --- 

1 

and more p e o p l e  began t o  r e f e r  t o  themse lves  as Osmamlis d u r i n g  

t h e s e  yea rs ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e i r  adherence t o  t h e  Ottoman and I s l a m i c  

i d e a l s  s t r e s s e d  by t h e  gove rn~nen t .  As a con tempora ry  o f  t h e  

p e r i o d  h a s  w r i t t e n ,  "The c l a i m  w h i c h  Abd-ul-Hamid h a s  t o  r a n k  

a s  a power i n  h i s t o r y  i s  t h a t  h e  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  want o f  u n i t y  in 

t h e  Empi re ,  and t h a t  h e  a t t e m p t e d  i n  h i s  own way t o  remedy t h i s  
3 "  



e v i l . w 1  I n  e a s t a r n  A n a t o l i a  t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  a naw u n i t y  

m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a c q u i e s c s n c a  i n  

t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo .  Changes  were  e n c o u r a g e d ,  b u t  

o n l y  pushed  t o  a p o i n t .  

Most o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  which  t h e  Ot tomans  and  B r i t i s h  

had  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  we re  s t i l l  

t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  of  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  O f f i c i a l s  

we re  s t i l l  u n p a i d ,  c o r r u p t i o n  w i d e s p r e a d ,  Kurds  u n r u l y ,  Armenians  

unhappy ,  t o o  much money b a i n g  d r a i n e d  by t h e  c a p i t a l ,  and s o  on.  

The  n o t a b l e s  were a l m o s t  a s  p o w e r f u l  a s  t h e y  had  been i n  t h e  

1 8 8 0 9 s ,  d e s p i t e  a  p e r i o d  o f  m i l d  r e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' 9  and 

t h e  Kurds  were i n  f a c t  more o f  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  Empi re  i n  1 9 0 8  

t h a n  t h e y  had  been  i n  1878 .  T h e  Hamidieh  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had  

r e k i n d l e d  many o f  t h e i r  i d e a s  a b o u t  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and autonomy 

which  had  bean  s u p p r e s s e d  s i n c e  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s *  The  h o l d i n g  a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  Hamidian  r e g i m e  had  d o n e  just t h a t  t i t  had  h e l d  t h e  v a r i o u s  

f o r c e s  a t  work i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  c h e c k ,  b u t  it had  n o t  s u p p r e s s e d  

t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r  g e n u i n e l y  persuaded them t o  abandon  l o c a l  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  f a v o r  o r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  a  l a r g e r  whole .  I n  t h i s  

s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  p e r i o d  g a v e  t h e  Ottoman Empi re  a b r e a t h i n g  

s p e l l  i n  which t o  r e a d y  i t s e l f  f o r  t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  open  c h a n g e  

u n d e r  t h e  Young T u r k s  and l a t e r  t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  but i t  had  f a i l e d  

in i t s  r e a l  m i s s i o n ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a  v i a b l e  I s l a m i c  Ottomanism.  



G L O S S A R Y  

~ g a  ............... A P e r s i a n  o r  T u r k i s h  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e  o f  medium 
g rade  w h i c h  became g e n e r a l i z e d  as  a  l o w - l e v e l  
c o u r t e s y  t i t l e  i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  Ot toman 
Empire.  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  i t  d e n o t e s  t h e  l a a d s r  
o f  a K u r d i s h  t r i b e  o r  a  K u r d  o f  some i m p o r t a n c e .  

Amir.......,....... An A r a b i c  t i t l e  o r i g i n a l l y  meaning 'commander', - 
b u t  u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  as ' p r i n c e ' .  I n  Arab 
a r e a s  i t  i s  a l s o  used as a  h e r e d i t a r y  t i t l e  
by  c e r t a i n  f a m i l i e s  i n  S y r i a  and Lebanon. 

........... A s h i r e t  U s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  as ' t r i b e 1 .  I t  a p p l i e s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  Kurds  and N e s t o r i a n s .  

~~a~............... O r i g i n a l l y  t a x - f a r m e r s  i n  t h e  Ottoman E m p i r e  
i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  who r e p l a c e d  t h e  
f e u d a l  s i  a h i s ,  L a t e r  t h e y  became i n  t u r n  a -fs k i n d  of  an ed a r i s t o c r a c y  i n  t h e  Emp i re .  A l s o  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ' c o u n t r y  n o t a b l e s ' .  

Bedou in  ........... An A r a b i c  word meaning d e s e r t a d w e l l e r ,  b u t  
used o n l y  f o r  nomads o f  A rab  speech. 

B e s h l i k  ........... An Ot toman f i v e  p a r a  p i e c e .  

a .......,....... A T u r k i s h  t i t l e  o r i g i n a l l y  meaning a n o b l e  o r  
l e s s e r  p r i n c e ,  l a t e r  any person  e x e r c i s i n g  
a u t h o r i t y .  

C a l i p h  . . . . . . . o o . o m  An A r a b i c  ~ r d  meaning depu ty ,  adop ted  as 
t i t l e  by t h e  S U ~ ~ ~ S S O ~ S  o f  Muhanmed i n  t h e  
h e a d s h i p  of  t h e  M u s l i m  community.  The word 
' c a l i p h a t e '  i s  used  b o t h  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of  
t h e  c a l i p h  and h i s  government,  and f o r  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  ove r  w h i c h  h e  r u l e d ,  

D e f t e r d a r  ......... An o f f i c i a l  keeper  o f  r e c o r d s  o f  income and 
e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  a  depar tmen t ,  p r o v i n c e ,  o r  
s t a t e .  I n  t h e  Ot toman Emp i re  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
F i n a n c e  was known a s  t h e  D e f t e r d a r .  

~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~  ........... ~ a m e  q i v e n  t o  f e u d a l  K u r d i s h  l e a d e r s  i n  e a s t e r n  
A n a t o l i a  b o f o r e  f u l l  i m p a c t  o f  Ot toman 
c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  f e l t  i n  t h e  nineteenth c e n t u r y .  

.......... Dragoman A E u r o p e a n i z e d  form o f  A r a b i c  word for 
i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  t r a n s l a t o r .  They were m a i n t a i n e d  
by  b o t h  t h e  embassies and t h e  P o r t s .  



............ E f f e n d i  F i r s t  u s e d  by Ot tomans  t o  d e s c r i b e  men o f  
r e l i g i o u s  l e a r n i n g ,  t h a n  l i t e r a t e  men i n  
g e n e r a l .  Came t o  be u s e d  a s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  
Mr. i n  many a r e a s .  

E y a l e t  word f o r  p r o v i n c e  b e f o r e  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  1860's. rj, ............. 8 
i 

Fatwa .............. A r u l i n g  on a  d i s p u t e d  p o i n t  o f  I s l a m i c  Law 
i s s u e d  by a  m u f t i ,  

C h a z i  .............. A w a r r i o r  f o r  t h e  F a i t h ,  c a r r y i n g  o u t  ' i h a d  
sometimes a p p l i e s  t o  o r g a n i z e d  b a n d s  o 
f r o n t i e r  r a i d e r s .  

+' 
Ha jJ ..........a.O.. The  p i lg r i rn r . ge  t o  Mecca, r e q u i r e d  o f  e v e r y  

f l u s l i m  if p o s s i b l e .  A l s o  u s e d  a s  a t i t l e  by 
t h o s e  who h a v e  made t h e  p i l g r i m a g e .  

f l t i z a m  - ............ Term u s e d  i n  Ot toman Empi re  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d s ,  
t h e  t a x e s  o f  which  wsre f a rmed  o u t  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  The  h o l d e r  o f  a n  i l t i z a m ,  c a l l e d  
m u l t a z i m ,  l e v i e d  t h e  l a n d  t a x  m e  p e a s a n t s ,  
and  p a i d  a f i x e d  f e e  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t .  The  
term was a l s o  u s e d  l o o s e l y  f o r  a n y  f a r m i n g  
o f  s t a t e  r e v e n u e s .  

.......... J a n i s ~ a r y  The  -commonest  E n g l i s h  fo rm o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  
Yen i -Che r i ,  'new s o l d i e r s * ,  t h e  term a p p l i e d  
t o  t h e  Ottoman i n f a n t r y ,  f i r s t  r e c r u i t e d  among 
C h r i s t i a n  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e n  by a p e r i o d i c  l e v y  
o f  young men among t h e  non-Muslim p o p u l a t i o n  

, o f  t h e  Empire .  T h i s  method p a s s e d  o u t  o f  u s e  
i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  when t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  
became a  c l o s e d  c o r p s ,  

J i h a d  .............. The h o l y  war f o r  I s l a m  a g a i n s t  i n f i d e l  s t a t e s -  - a c o l l e c t i v e  d u t y  imposed  .In t h e  Muslim 
community by t h e  S h a k i a .  . A l s o  a p p l i e d  t o  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a  p e r s o n ' s  own b a s e r  
i m p u l s e s .  

j i z y s  *..*.......... Commonest t e r m  f o r  t h e  ' p o l l  t a x '  p a i d  by 
non-Nus l ims  i n  a Muslim r u l e d  s o c i e t y .  
R e p l a c e d  i n  Ot toman Empi re  i n  1855 by a t a x  
f o r  e x e m p t i o n  f rom m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  

............... ~ ~ d i  Judge  in a c o u r t  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  h o l y  l aw .  - U n t i l  t h e  r e f o r m s  of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
h e  was a l s o  t h e  c h i e f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  on 
a l m o s t  a l l  c i v i l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  m u n i c i p a l  
m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  



Kaza e . . . . . . . . . . . e .  An O t t o m a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ,  a s u b - u n i t  - 
o f  t h e  s a n d  j a k e  

K i z i l b a s h  - e . . . . . . . .  term u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  r e l i g i o n  o f  K u r d s  i n  
t h e  Dersim a r e a  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a .  A m i x t u r e  
o f  I s l a m ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m  a n d  
l o c a l  c u s t o m s .  

K h e d i v e  e . . o . . , . e . e  T i t l e  u s e d  by t h e  a u t o n o m o u s  O t t o m a n  v i c e r o y s  
o f  E g y p t .  

M a d r a s a  . . e o e . e e ~ . e  A s c h o o l  f o r  Mus l im l e a r n i n g ,  o f t e n ,  t h o u g h  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  a m o s q u e o  

M a j l i s  ............ An A r a b i c  word m e a n i n g  a  c o u n c i l  o r  a s s e m b l y .  
Used f o r  l o c a l  c o u n c i l s  i n  O t t o m a n  p r o v i n c e s .  

M i l l e t  . . . . . . oe . . . .  A r e c o g n i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  - O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  E a c h  m i l l e t  e n j o y e d  a c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  m e a s u r e  o f  inter-tonomy, u n d e r  i t s  
own h e a d  a n d  h i e r a r c h y  a n d ,  i n  m o s t  matters,  
s u b j e c t  t o  i t s  own laws a n d  t r i b u n a l s .  

Mouav in  . o . e . . . . . . .  Word u s e d  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  Musl im 
p r o v i n i i a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n s t i t u t e d  a f t e r  r e f o r m s  
i n  1 8 8 0 ' ~ ~  

Mudi r  ... . . o . . o  .. .. O t t o m a n  o f f i c i a l  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  n a h i y e .  - 
mufti e . . . . o e e . . . . .  An e x p e r t  i n  t h e  s h a r i a  who g i v e s  p u b l i c  - d e c i s i o n s  i n  c a s e ~ ~ a w  a n d  o f  c o n s c i e n c e .  

A - m u f t i  u a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a p r o v i n c e ,  d i s t r i c t  
o r  c i t y  who was i n  e f f e c t  t h e  c h i e f  a u t h o r i t y  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o n  a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  h o l y  l a w  and 
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  He g u i d e d  t h e  k a d i s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  

M u k h t a r  . . . . e . . e . . e  T h e  headman  o f  a v i l l a g e ,  

m u l l a h  . . . . . . e o . . e ~  A man o f  r e l i g i o u s  l e a r n i n g .  
C--- 

m u l t a z i m  (See i l t i z a m ) .  

M u s h i r  e . e e e e e e o e e e  C ~ m m a n d e r  o f  a n  O t t o m a n  a r m y  c o r p s .  



N a h i y s  am........... Ottoman a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ,  a s u b - u n i t  o f  
a - k a z a .  A d m i n i s t e r e d  by a Wudir.  

............... P a r a  Ottoman s i l v e r  c o i n ,  which  came i n t o  - 
c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c o n t u r y .  By 
1834 i t  was a  s m a l l  c o p p e r  c o i n ,  o n e - f o r t i e t h  
o f  a  p i a s t r e .  

p a s h a  .............. T u r k i s h  t i t l e  d a t i n g  f rom t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  Used e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  g o v e r n o r s  o f  
p r o v i n c e s .  

P i a s t r e  ............ O r i g i n a l l y  a s i l v e r  c o i n  w o r t h  f o r t y  p a r a s ,  
b u t  by 1834 i t  was d e p r e c i a t e d  g r e a t l y ,  t h o u g h  
s t i l l  t h e  b a s i c  Ot toman c u r r e n c y .  
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