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Document 49

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963,
Volume XVII1, Near East, 1962-1963

49. Telegram From the Embassy in Iraq to the
Department of StateQ

Baghdad, September 20, 1962, noon.

150. Kurdistan Democratic Party officer, known to be
responsible for Baghdad, following instruction from
Mulla Mustafa called on Embassy officer privately
September 18. Kurd made strong plea for US support of
revolution movement. Said it needs money now and
possibly arms later. Claimed most Communists have
been eliminated from KDP and remainder will be
removed soon.

In return for support, Mulla Mustafa would promise (1)
purge movement of any persons we consider suspect, (2)
cooperate with conservative Arab Iraqi elements and
bring Irag back into Baghdad Pact if we wish, (3) give us
immediately full information on internal political or
military developments in Kurdistan or Arab Irag. KDP
official claimed Kurdish intelligence extensive and
accurate. Said this offer would be binding on Kurds in
Syria and Iran as well as Iraqg.
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https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v18/d49
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v18/d49#fn:1.7.4.4.156.8.5

Kurd said that KDP maintains “close and friendly”
contact Iranians both in Baghdad and Tehran. Iranians
have agreed not interfere with border crossings or to stop
aid given revolt by Iranian Kurds. Mulla Mustafa
pleased but also wants material support from Iran. KDP
official said Mulla Mustafa believes proposal bring
Kurdistan into Iran as “autonomous republic” is
attractive to Shah.

[Page 117]

The Kurds also maintain regular contact with the UAR,
which is “friendly but unhelpful”, and USSR Embassy
Baghdad. He said Kurds were not willing “burn all
bridges to Russia” unless they have assurances USG will
support their movement. He said that he personally is
given ID 1,000 per month by Soviet Embassy for certain
Communist sympathizers in KDP but money goes into
KDP coffers. Mulla Mustafa does not consider this small
sum as assistance to movement.

Kurds have asked Kuwait for assistance but Kuwait
refused. British Embassy Baghdad confirms this. Said
British have advised Kuwait give no money to rebels.

Israel has offered assistance to Kurds in Europe but this
refused—not because Kurds are anti-Israel but because
they fear Israel might purposely reveal information and
“movement” would be harmed throughout Arab
countries.
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KDP official said that Mulla Mustafa knows that after
downfall Qasim, which he believes imminent, USSR
will be anxious help them with money and arms. Kurd
said Mulla Mustafa prefers cooperate with West rather
than with USSR, “which he does not trust.” However,
“all Kurds are nationalists” and must win autonomy now
or be prepared for racial extinction. Before Kurds will
permit this they would take help from USSR or from
“devil himself”.

KDP official was clearly told that USG policy toward
Kurdish rebellion has not changed.1 He replied that if it
does he should be contacted and message can be
transmitted immediately to Mulla Mustafa.

Melbourne

1. Source: Department of State, Central Files,
787.00/9-2062. Secret; Limit Distribution; No
Foreign Eyes. Repeated to Ankara, Damascus,
London, Paris, and Tehran.

1. A September 11 memorandum from Strong to
Talbot describes the public U.S. position on
Iraq’s Kurdish problem as follows: “The United
States considers the Kurdish problem in Irag an
internal matter which should be resolved
internally. Our Government does not support
Kurdish activities against the Government of Iraq
in any way and hopes an early peaceful solution
will be possible. It is our understanding that some
of the Kurdish demands include requests for the

255


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v18/d49#fn:1.7.4.4.156.28.3
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v18/d49#fnref:1.7.4.4.156.8.5

reinstitution of certain constitutional guarantees.
While the United States’ position is clear on the
desirability of democratic constitutional life, any
comment on these demands in Iraq would be an
intrusion into that country’s internal affairs. We
believe the future well-being of Kurds in Iraq, as
well as those in Iran and Turkey, is inseparably
tied to the well-being of the countries in which
they reside. We know Turkey and Iran share this
view, and believe the Iraq Government feels the
same way.” (Ibid., 787.00/9-1162)<

Foreign Relations of the United
States, 1961-1963, Volume XVII,
Near East, 1961-1962

305. Telegram From the
Department of State to the
Embassy in Iraq 0

Washington, June 22, 1962, 9:17 p.m.

383. Kamaran Badrkhan, well known Syrian Kurd and
Jamal Abdullah, Iragi Kurd employed at Michigan State

University called Department June 20, following talk
with Justice Douglas.1 Stated they representing Mulla
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Mustafa al-Barzani, tribal leader now fighting GOI
army.

Kurds stated they aim arouse general international
interest in their claims for local autonomy and hope for
UN hearing. Asked for US “moral support” on
humanitarian grounds suffering Kurdish people caused
by Iragi attacks. US could not actively take sides or
espouse Kurdish movement for autonomy. Asked US not
be “hostile” if question broached in UN debate.

[Page 747]

Department officer expressed US view Kurds must
through own endeavors reach agreement with GOl and
that for US to indicate sympathy or interest, let alone
support, would merely accentuate their problems with
GOl.

Visitors departed chastened but friendly and apparently
still convinced Kurdish situation Iraq has now reached
point deserving UN consideration.

Department notifying Iraq Embassy and suggests
Embassy inform Foreign Office, avoiding naming Iraqgi
representative.2
Ball

1. Source: Department of State, Central Files,

787.00/6-2262. Confidential. Drafted by
Dinsmore (NEA/NE), cleared by Strong, and
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approved by Talbot. Repeated to Ankara,
Damascus, London, Paris, Tehran, Tabriz, and
USUN.e

. The memorandum of conversation by Dinsmore
is ibid., 787.00/6-2062.<

. This final sentence of the telegram has a line
drawn through it, but evidently was included in
the outgoing telegram. The Embassy in Baghdad
responded in telegram 594, June 27, with the
following report: “Information conveyed orally
to Foreign Office Director Western Department
June 26.” (Ibid., 787.00/6-2762)<

Foreign Relations of the United
States, 1964-1968, Volume XXI,
Near East Region; Arabian
Peninsula

172. Telegram From the Embassy in Iran to the
Department of State 1

Tehran, April 12, 1965, 1500Z.

1128. Man who identified himself as Shamsuddin Mofti
and his colleague as Masoud Barzani appeared at Emb
today with letter of introduction from Mollah Mustafa
Barzani and oral message from him. It was essentially a
strong plea for direct US assistance. He said Iraqi Kurds
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need financial and military assistance, especially heavy
weapons, and would be willing receive American
officials in their area and wanted be regarded as “another
state of the union.” He also said Barzani considers oil
resources should be handled by an American firm in
direct arrangement with the Iraqi Kurds.

We of course gave him no encouragement whatsoever.
Mofti stated Barzani asked that his message be sent to
Washington and that USG henceforth use Tehran as
point of contact with Barzani. Baghdad, he said, had
become too difficult for Barzani to use because of recent
Iragi Army movements. He also said Barzani would like
to have direct [Page 348] channel of communication
with US rather than through Iranians whom he did not
trust to report his views accurately.

EmbOff pointed out steadfast US policy toward Iraqi-
Kurdish dispute along lines CA-9411 of March 2, 1963.2
Said message would be transmitted to Washington, but
said could give no commitment regarding a response nor
place any response might be given. Nevertheless, Mofti
said he would wait in Tehran. Mofti and Barzani said
Iranian authorities are unaware of their presence here.3

Herz
1. Source: National Archives and Records
Administration, RG 59, Central Files 1964-66,

POL 23-9 IRAQ. Confidential. Repeated to
Baghdad, Ankara, and Cairo.<
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2. CA-9411 stated that the United States should
continue to regard the Kurdish revolt as strictly
an internal Iragi matter in which there was no
role for the United States either directly or
indirectly. (_[Foreign Relations, 1961-1963, vol.
XVIII, Document 174)<

3. Telegram 938 to Tehran, April 14, instructed the
Embassy to continue courteously to refuse to
enter into a dialogue with “self-styled Barzani
representatives,” emphasizing that the U.S.
policy of non-involvement in the Irag-Kurdish
dispute was unchanged. It added that through
appropriate channels, SAVAK should be
informed promptly of the visit and of the reply
given. (National Archives and Records
Administration, RG 59, Central Files 1964-66,
POL 23-9 IRAQ)<

Foreign Relations of the United
States, 1969-1976, Volume E—4,
Documents on Iran and Irag, 1969—
1972

267. Central Intelligence Agency Information
Cable TDCS DB-315/01044-701 2

Washington, March 9, 1970
[Page 1]
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Country
e lIran/lrag/Israel
DOI
e 4-7 March 1970
Subject
o Israeli Aid to Kurdish Rebels
ACQ
e (7 March 1970)
Source
o [text not declassified]
Idriss Barzani, son of Kurdish rebel leader
Mullah Mustafa [Page 2] Barzani, arrived in
Tehran, Iran, on 4 March in response to a request
from the Iranian national security and
intelligence organization (Savak) that he come
for discussions concerning the future of the
Kurdish revolution. On 4 and 5 March Barzani,
Sami Sanjari, and Anir Qasimi met with
representatives of the Goverment of Israel. The

Israelis pushed hard for resumption of hostilities
in northern Iraq and promised the Kurds that they
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would supply anti-aircraft weapons and light
artillery (sic). Idriss Barzani requested assistance
in the form of armored cars and armored
personnel carriers. The Israelis also agreed to
supply this type of equipment. In subsequent
discussions, the Israelis said that Mullah Mustafa
Barzani should make an effort to capture at least
two Iragi tanks. Using this capture as cover, the
Israelis promised that they would supply, via
Iran, additional tanks with crews. Idriss Barzani
said that he preferred to have all Kurdish crews
for any tanks and requested that Kurds be trained
in the operation of tanks. The Israelis readily
consented to this request.

On 6 March Barzani met with General
Nematollah Nasseri, Chief of Savak. Nasseri
discussed Iranian plans for further aid to Mullah
Mustafa Barzani and Iranian concern over
Barzani‘s negotiations with the Iraqi regime.
Nasseri said that Iran was fully behind the Israeli
plan to renew the fighting in northern Irag, and
Idriss should carefully note what the Israelis were
suggesting. Idriss Barzani was to meet with [Page
3] Nasseri again on 7 March to discuss further
the Israeli proposals.

During the past month Iranian and Israeli

financial assistance to Barzani has been
1,200,000 Iraqi dinars (U.S. dollars 3,360,000).
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[text not declassified] Dissem: none [text not
declassified]

. Source: National Archives, Nixon Presidential

Materials, NSC Files, Box 601, Country Files,
Middle East, Iran and Iraq, TDCS DC-
315/01044-70. Secret; No Foreign Dissem;
Controlled Dissem; No Dissem Abroad,;
Background Use Only.<

Israeli Government officials, meeting with
Kurdish Democratic Party Leader Barzani’s
representatives in Tehran, pledged assistance if
hostilities were resumed.<
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