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anvd (ssessing preat importance for the stody of the sect,  Furthermore,
coming as it does [rom an Jeie of the Yazidis, grves afficial support .I:-::-
much of what has been written about them, almost all by persons outside
af the sect Had this text no other value save this last one, it would

have heen  sufficient Justifcation for its publication.

A for the third text, it deals with some-of the svents of e
fast 150 years of Vasidi history . Jabal Sinjdr, [t depicts in particular
the numeroiis Blomly rebellions in=t t I'orkizh Goavermpment s the
measures which the Intter took to suppress thermn,  The details which it
cantnins are, therefore, of interest ot only to e st fent of the modern
higtory of the Yazidi sect; but also to the wider cle af those who are
concerned with the condition of the mmorities under Turkish mile.

These three texts were el by Isma'tl o =5 to T |_i.-'|'.'.'|.!'||

T ige President of the Amencan University ol Fi ut, withh a =~ jabtat
for their pablication Liifort mmitely however, no ssoner had the edifor
ten work o them, than the sad fews comse From  Sthear o t the -

1=

wly cleath, imothe encly 2ummer of 1933 of the autlor wiho hed © oG
sely desived to Esue them o the-wodld.  They remain, in their focrm

and spirit; which we have taken every care not o alter, a fitting tribute to
kuis EEREILOY.

To all the -Z:-":.":".-' 1es, Triends, and students who have 5_".':"""'".".'==|:r"
offered  their help o the wople of publicaton, we prasant harewith  odie
hearifelt ::l.'-'.i'-l--|".

K. ZURAYE
Ameriran  [Fwrverarty of Herrul,
Sepl. O, JAIF,




PEEFACE

Among the most '.lvre;-c‘.inn gocial “fossils” which adorn that
great “musenm of races and religions, " which i Northern ‘Iriq aml Syria,
the community of the "1.1...-I|-~_ the se-called “Deyvil-Worshippers,” has
long attracted attention in the civilized -,.-.:.f!rl_ Tucked away in the hills
af al-Shikhdn b 1 the northeast f Mosul, in the almost impregnable [ast-
L P ] |:|'| I...||_| Sint A | ] thie teoa i |||'\-\.|T cte of Worthern I"'\-'I. Tk, af Ama-

tolia and the Caucasus, thiz undgue sect has® for untold gen ratbons  kepd
its dogmas and [nr-n- of worship concealed from the eyes of & wondenng
WOT] ||. It has puzzled a multitude of scholars who have tried to unrwvel
its ariping and past history from the inlticate meshes of superstition with

which they have become entangled.

It is not the parpos= of thia short prefatory word to relate the
history of this strange sect, or to analyse its ehigous dogmas -and secial
customs.  The numerous books and articles, which scholars of  many
natiomabities have devoted to this subject, will furnish the reader with a
profasion of details concerning the a#icdia and a host of theories and

; aes to which the many # nanbved problemy of their rehgon
arid ||i:*':l.-|'_- have given riseit) & yrish;, howewer, o prosemi o "||n.'
reader the theee Yaridi texta which are published in thiz volome and which
—it is hoped-—will contribute tothe clarification of scme ot the pucpleding
{emmes connicted with the: subject of the Yazidfs

The first bt e an-aotoblography of the authir, Lamdd ' Beyr
Chol. o af the Yazidl Swies sspprided] froon Dve Dumily of the o mdern
which occupies the highest temporal
author took a wery active part in the life I his sect durng the last half

positihon in the Yazidi codmEnonity,
centurye. His animated interest tn the a fiair i of amtl kis amhbition
to tike |-|:~~'|-.---| iy of th Ill- ratfie office of the Asirge lod him to winder
pinong the varous Yazidi seitlements oven a far as the Cancasus, He be-

sme entappled in various quancls and consprcies and embarked in many

(l-u""u = which dig not alwaysres it tir his acdvantiee Fima 13, e seltled

e
1 y i s ! - | % ot
Inlinl Siniar whese, in the last vears of his lile he dict ] his auto-

hiorranhy which 15 8o clos Iy Tsormel wp wikh the recenl REEUOTY Of tver Sery
19 { ot 4

The second text pives an account of % azidi doctrines ancl social
antl rebioions customs. Some of the matenal which 5t containg has al-
FALEY lifferent fomms; i Rl EVIEHIE i":!'-!!'II-'.I- 4 the sacre
Texts Hild prisers which it mroclaces igve Dee A S R -.!'I |'|I':i'-'|"--|
by varioums scholars ;. bat it comprises also a namber of viristions, o ichife-

caticns, and additions napired by the personal cxpenences o the authos

fih A Leted summary of the declrines and cumama al . i Yaghdls, wi
ehesf works on the subject b I ihe lomger Arslids lroduclion,
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