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and the beginnings of the 20th century (until World War 1). It is the longest
chapter and the most informative as well as covering more lands within the
stated period.

Generally speaking, this book is a serious endeavour in revealing impor-
tant and previously unknown information about Middle Eastern affairs, This
piece of research is of great importance to European Orientlists as well as the
nations discussed in the book.

Moroul Khaznadar
Baghdad, March 21, 1980.



Summary

The Russian Travellers in the Middle East by the well-known Soviet
researcher B.M. Dantsig was published by Misl Publishers in Moscow, 1965,
Twelve thousand copies were printed, for it is not considered to be merely a
book of orientalism that interest a limited number of readers. but of importance
o various communities in the society.

The translated book is in fact a rarity of its kind. It is a whole library by
itself, too difficult to classify and comment upon except by highly qualified
scholars like Dantsig. It coversa large part of the Ottoman Empire passessions
e.g. Asia Minor, East Thrace, Istanbul, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan,
Iraq, Sinai Peninsula, Egypt, North Africa, Greece, Cyprus and the Balkan
Peninsula. These lands were visited by Russian Travellers as pilgrims, orienta-
lists, diplomats, scientists and army personnel for a period of eight centuries,
namely from the 12th century to the end of World War 1.

No doubt, the book is unique and of importance not only toOrentalists, but
also to the Russian readers themselves and others. It includes a short introduc-
tion, five chapters and nine maps illustrating the routes taken by the travellers
in their journcys. In the first chapter the author discusses the journeys of the
Russian great travellers in the so called Pre-Peter the great period., that is, from
the earliest centuries to the end of the 17th century. Though this is the shortest
chapter of the book, it covers the Russians’ travell to the Middle East for six
centuries. The main factor for the shortness of this chapter is the difficulty in
obtaining information and the scanty knowledge presently available of the
Russian travellers during this period, The author's research and the significant
data he accummulated present a ming of useful literature for future scholars
interested in this subject.

In the second, third and fourth chapters, the author probes into the travels
of the Russians during the 18th century. Here the author’s information has
increased considerably on the ground of the sufficient data at his disposal. The
travels during this period has gone be yond the aim of pilgrimage to the holy land
of Palestine and travellers became keenly interested in accuiring whatever
information available about the various nations of the region.

The fifth and the final chapter covers the travels during the 19th century
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