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Telegram—P,

From—Political Baghdad.

To—India Office, London, copy to India by post.
No. 12111.

Dated 11th October 1919.

Noel writes September 30th : —

The majority of the American Relief Commission have realised that an
Armenian State is not a practical proposition. When the American Mission
under General Harford passed through Kharput, the American Missionary
Ridge who has many years experience of the country, was asked how far
south the boundn? of the proposed Armenian State should be brought. He
replied not a foot further south than the present southern boundary.

Addressed India Office, copy to India by post.

Voo



Copy of Memo. No. Nil, dated 27th September, 1919, from Major E. W. C. Noel, C.LE.
D.S.0., to the Civil Commissioner, Baghdad.

The following suggestions for the future Government of Kurdistan are
put forward in case it is not found practicable to recommend to the Peace
Couference the fuormation of o Kurdish State.

The scheme, of course, falls far short of what the Eurdish party demand,
but on the other hand it gives u very practical measure of satisfaction to
Kurdish aspirations, and provided it is not considered as final, but open to
revision by the League of Nations after o period of trial, it should be wel-
comed by the Kurds as supplying the long desired field for development and
progress of the Kurds us a people: a field which so far the Turks have rigor-
ously denied to them.

The proposal presuppuses the maintenance of Turkish sovereignty over
the Eastern Vilayats, hut the grant of a wide measure of self-government.

To turn to the practical details of the scheme. It is well known that the
present administrative divisions of the (}ttoman Empire have been laid down
with the express purpose of playing off the various nationalities one against
the other. by ineluding ax heterogenous a population as possible in each ad-
ministrative unit. For exumple the Vilayat of Diarbelir includes a few
purely Arah districts.  Nivas, a PLyrkish Vilayat, contains the two moun-
tainons Kazos of Kangal and Gurun which are predominatingly Kurdish.
YVau includes areas, some exclusively Kurdish, some Nestorian, and some with
o mixed Kurdish Armenian population. In furtherance of this principle the

Turks within recent yvears haxe re: wed the boundaries so as fo inecrease
the element in a minority. #;n i= the inclusion of Ras el Ain in the
Vilavat of Diarbekir. Thet have also s]nligﬂp the smallest division of all,
the Nalya, so as to lu‘eal* trifegay, . B

If the administrative divigi re rearranged on ethnical grounds it
would be possible to find a big d njl‘)‘rit?nf areas where one element predomin-
ated overwhelmingly, and a minority where there was an admixture. In re-
gard to the Kurds, it cou rtainly be pogsible to form many major and
minor administrative avea el on was 95 per cent. and over
Eurdish. Further, the Nalya £ e arranged to include entire
Kurdish tribes. P

Having rearranged the adm’ tive divisions in this manner, the
following principles should be ypplied to jnatiigly Kurdish areas.

1. The personnel of: dmi i e Hurdish and the tribal
chiefs, #when sunitable, efl or post of mudirs.

2. The gendarmarie to he exclusively Kurdish.

3. The offi yuage of the Govermmentd 1“?] azas to be Rurdish.
1. Eurdish to be al@}(t it ehaads! | .0 @

5. The appointment of the Wali, Muttassarifs and Kaimmaqams to be
made with the consent of the mandatory. This is u very necessary provision
to preveut the Turks appointing so-called Kurds., who by long residence in
Constantinople and association with the C.U.P. interests are ready to play
the Turks' gume.

In the case of the areas where there is a mingling of roces, the control
exercised by the mandatory might be a very much closer one. The posts of
Walis and Muttassarifs, and in some cases even Katmmagams, wmight be held
by subjects of the mandatory power. The executive officials and gendarmerie
should be recrnited in proportion to the various nutionalities. Kurdish shoald
be taught in the sohoo{s.

It will be seen that the proposals here put forward involve little more
than the recognition of the fact that there ure certain areas in the Eastern
‘lh\‘ats which are populated by a subject people distinet and separate from
the Turks, who have suffered from 400 years of Turkish misrule and the per-
sistent. effort to drown Kurdish nationality and force the Kurd, an Arvan, to
n.ﬂsmnlai.o @ non-Arvan culture and nationality.

The “suggested regrouping and shaping of the administrative divisions
can only he made after a full and competent study of local conditions by the
mandatory power, and some practical experience of the problems, administra-
h\'e‘nnd otherwise, which exist. Lightning wvisits of commissions accom-
Panied by Armenion interpreters. confined to the few motor roads of the
country, and travelling under Turkish C.U.P. auspices, cannot possibly pre-
#ent the situation in it< true perspection, or provide material on which any
sound or permanent decision can be arrived at. )

Copy to British High Commissioner, Constantinople.

Vo



No. 30803. Orrice oF THE Crvin CoMuMISSIONER,
Baghdad, the 12th October, 1919.

To—
1. The Under-Secretary of State for India, London, 8. W.I. (3 copies).

——
2. The Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign and
Political Department, Delhi.

3. aEQ, EEF. g in
A, L
wfSTORANDUM.

A copy of the undwn‘cwde? is forwarded with compliments

for information.
“E
dg wm‘.-lﬁmoxm, I.A.,

Acting Civil (.-*om-m@ioner in Mesopotamia.

WWW. zheen.0f

Copy to—
C.G.8., G.H.Q.

Copy of Memo. No. Nil, dated 27th September, 1919, from Major E. W. C.
Noel, C.I.LE., D.8.0., to the Civil Commissioner, Baghdad.

Copy of a telegram No. 12111, dated 11th October, 1919, from Political Bagh-
dad, to India Office, Tondon.

VoY
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emphasise more sharply the fuct that the Turks are a beaten race and that
their defeat implies that they no longer hold the sword of Islam nor can pose
as the spokesmen of Islamic opinion. These claims. are bound up with the
pussession of Constantinople which has given the Turks a status in Europe
and control over a very important water way. The expulsion of the Uttoman
Government from Constantinople will not only produce i great moral effect,
but will offer practical obstacles to the earrying on of Turkish influence on the
old lines. Constantinople has been for 1600 years the capital of great
empires, it is essentially fitted for that position. Tts palaces, (Government
offices, religions and educational buildings, to say nothing of its amenities as
a pliace of residence, the fact that it is a large city with immense housing
arcommodation, with pleasant summer resorts close at hand, would give to the
Turks if they retained it a frumework of empire which wonld to some extent
continue to be filled. If they are obliged to remove the seat of Government
the framework must be recreated and this will not come to pass quickly. In
the past many Arab families from Mesopotamia or Syria have migrated to
Constantinople for private or official reasons and habitually resided there.
They intermarry with the Turks their children are brought up as Turks and
a1 network of 1-e]at-iousbips are thus established. But an educated Baghdadi
who has found Constanfinople o pleasant alternative to his native place will
not view Brusa or Konia in the saiie Hght. The new capital will be nothing
more than a small provincial town offering no immediate accommodation and
no advantages over the towns of Syrin and Mesopotamia. Removed from
Constantinople present religious an litical organisation will lose much of
their prestige. Tt will he ]ﬁemmy can provide themselves with a
suitalile theatre for their vities and it ix<Rfe to say that none will invest
them with such truflilinn:ﬁﬂorh\ . 3 .

Of still greater importahicea® @ dget that well-io-do families of the Arab
provinces have heen accusiomed to send their sons to be educated it Constanti-
uople, 'This custom may condinue even with those who ave not specially well
disposed to the Turks. W ionaries would make a point
of using educational : nople and would receive active
<upport of the pan-Tslamic pigh igions anthovities there in doing
so, If Constantinople ceases fo ie Turkish eapital the matter will he an
a very different footing. N

It may be that the Dali ﬂ Jmm King of the Hejaz und of
the Amir of Afghanists it i en} hanced, but this 15 1 minor
evil compared to the maintenance of Turkish authority in the ceded proviuces

6.0.C,-in-Chid¥ {ope

s Ofg
Addresses Secretary g{éth gcg‘,r;\eﬁmled Fureign.

-
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Telegram—P.
From—Secretary of State for India, London.
To—Viceroy repeated to Political Baghdad.

No. of words 159.
Dated 16th and received 18th January, 1919.

MOST CONFIDENTIAL.

Information from secret sources in Constantinople has been received which
exposes the intention of Shaikh-al-Tslam to form throughout the Arab pro-
vinces of the Turkish Empire a series of Committees whose aim will be the
unification of Moslem elements and ultimately to establish Moslem rule.

The Committee’s first duty will be to select men in a position to spread

ful propaganda from gst the malcontents of the Arabs in the pro-
vinces. The union of Moslems aim at creating such u state of affairs as will
force the Allies to leave the Occupied Territories and suspend the exercise of
their influence there. Shaikl-nl-Islam will select mmong his workers a certuin
progressive person well known in India and very influential in Islam Worlq,
who is the son of the biggest and wealthiest Ulama in Turkish Arabia. Ttis
said tha this son is attempting to obtain a pass for himself and friends to
travel to Baghdad. A different report from the «ame origin shows that a draft
declaration has been prepared by i@ Turkish Grand Lodge of Freemasons for
signature by the Notables of Mesopotamia demanding autonomy for ‘Irag
under Ottomun suzerninty. Papers despatched by mail.

Addressed Viceroy 1'epenta to Elldad.
N ]

Telegram—P. o/
From—Political Bnghdad‘ -, N b

To—SBeeretary of State fur Tudiy ToMdon repeated Foreign Delhi.
No. 940.

Dated 23rd January, 191

Your telegruny of Janugey

There is u widespread impyessi at ‘N oung Turks " are still political-
Iy sctive and the older notables aghdad regard with great apprehension
prospect of revival of Union and ess (rganisation.

. The publication of £he &1#lo-FrencldD&Taration of November 8th coin-
ciding with the arriva] ifjBilg i -Turks from Mosul gave
a great impetus to I al ments and resulted in forma‘ion of a
committee of yoyng Arabs which is already a centre ofintrigne smong mal-
::n;:?tat;n:i]:rteem ﬂ'ill;&o doubt be ﬁl‘eng’tb@ returning prisoners

The movement is being ¢16sely w ; there is no evidence at present
that it is inspired by or connected with the Shaikh-al-Islem. This develop-
ment will doubtless come later.

Its activities are at present pan-Arab rather than anti-British and politi-
eal rather than religious though the latter fuctor is being increasingly exploit-
ed for political purposes.

. I'shall uot hesitate to arrest and deport Turks who are found to be carry-
ing on political intrigues in Mesopotamia and this will probably serve to keep
the local expression in Baghdad of Arab ambitions witheut bounds.

As regards a possible remedy for agitation of this sort, plense see my
nBext telegram. The progressive person whose departure from Indin for

aghdad is foreshadowed is probably a son of the Nugib of Baghdud and I do
not regard him as a potential danger.

Addressed Secret; 8 dia. i 3
Baghng ah conc;isf“ of State for Indin. repeated Delhi, copy to General

Telegram—P.
From—Political Bagldad.

To—Secretary of State for India, London repeated Foreign Delli.
No. 941.

Dated 23rd January, 1919,
My immediately preceding telegram.
In the inferests of the future peace of the provinces formerly under

Turkish rule, I venture t i i i i
I8 y o take this opportunity to emphasise the importance
of ejecting the Ottoman Government from ('on@tnntil:mnle. No stp!u'-n comld

Vo¢



Telegram—P.

From—=Secretary of State for India, London.
To—Viceroy repeated to Political Baghdad.

No. ef words 159.

Dated 16th and received 18th Januavy, 1919.

MOST CONFIDENTIAL.

Information from secret sources in Consiantinople has been received whick
exposes the infention of Shaikh-al-Islam to form throughout the Arab pro-
vinces of the Turkish Empire a series of Committees whose aim will be the
wunificntion of Moslem elements and ultimately to establish Moslem rule.

The Committee's first duty will be to select men in a position to spread
successtul propaganda from aumongst the malcontents of the Arabs in the pro-
vinces. The union of Moslems aim ut creating such a state of affairs as will
force the Allies to leave the Ocveupied Territories and suspend the exercise of
their influence there.  Shaikh-al-Islam will seleet nmong his workers o certain
progressive person well kuown in India and very influential in Yslaw World,
who is the son of the biggest and wealthiest Ulama in Turkish Aralia. Ttis
said that this son is attempting to obtain a pass for himself and friends to
travel to Baghdad. A different report from the same origin shows that a draft
declaration has been prepared by the Turkish Grand Lofle of Freemasons for
signature by the Notables of Mesopotamia demanding autonomy for ‘Traq
unider Ottoman suzerainty. Papers atched by mail.

Addvressed Viceroy repeated to Baghdad.

Telegram—P. ]
From—Politival Baghdads -,
To—Secretary of State f‘lm!m«n l!fmt!l] Foreign Delhi.

No. 940. S
Dated 23rd January, 1919.

Your telegram of Ja ¢ 16th.
There is o wides; d1 e at *fWoung Turks ** are still political-
Iy active and the older notalles, o h regard with great apprehension
lo-

prospect of revival of Union afd gress'lrganisation.

... The _publi:-:ltim:\ of the An neh Declaration of November 8th coin-
ciding with the arrival fn Baghdad o wt pro-Turks from Mosul gave
a great impetus to loc anl sulted in formation of a
connnittee of young A v bt b ady o centre of intrigue nmong mal-
content Arabs whpse rank will no doubt be strengthened by returning prisoners
of war and depo from India. “

The movement 1H‘Wrelzhvgr§(r\thg is fio evidence at present
that it is inspired by or conm e Shaikh-al-Islam. This develop-
ment will doubitless come later.

Its uctivities ave at present pan-Arab rather than anti-British and politi-
val l‘l\”ll'l"ﬂllilll religious though the latter fuctor is being increasingly exploit-

for political purposes. -
LI shall not liesitate to arrest and deport Turks who are found to be carry-
ﬁ"—“ on politieal intrigues in Mesopotamia and this will probably serve to keep
the local expression in Baghdad of Arab ambitions without bounds.

As regards a tpc.nﬁil..le remedy for agitation of this sort, please see my
;I;xtl telegram.  The progressive person whose departure from India for

aghdad is foreshadowed is probably a son of the Naqib of Baghdad and I do
not regard him as o potentinl danger.

Addressed Secretary of § For i i TP
Baghdnd wher mng]r;;;:r,\ of State for India. repeated Delhi, copy to General

Telegram—P,
From—Pulitical Baghdad.

Il;:._:-:;”lml of State for India. London repeated Foreign Delli.

Dated 23rd January, 1919,
My Imediately preceding telegram.

In the inferests of th i
Tarkiy S e future peace of the provinces formerly under
urkish yule, 1 venture to take this opportunity to emphasise the importance

of sinctine +l. 4
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No. 2764.

OrrICE oF THE CIVIL COMMISSIONER,

Bagldad, the 25th January, 1919.

—

AL

‘l e
CGS., G.H:Q, P.O. MOSOT~~

' - ,
Copies for information. B ?r
RCL

WW Ww. Z ks eﬂ‘-‘@[.g%, LieuT.-CoL., LA.,

Ofig. Civil Commissioner.

-

To j‘-
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

I To be kept with cynllm-u
and not to be shown to

any er not In the
Civil Administration.

No S[461.
OFFICE OF THE CIviL COMMISSIONER,
——
Baghdad, the 17th November, 1919,
‘ 4—-\ Y
To

P.O.'s. ifc DIVISION‘ ,
o)

MEMORANDUM.
Ww.zheen -O{g

I forward herewith for your confidential information a compilation of corres-
pondence regarding Armenia and Turkey.

Memo. No. 2764, of Janoary 25th, 151 .
Mesno. No. 30803, of October 12(h, 1919, Spare coples are enclosed for distribution to
Meimo. No 31889, of October 22nd, 1919. A.P.0.'s i/c of Districts.

Please acknowledge receipt by telegram by single word “ Armenia

(Sd). A.T. WILSON, Lieurt.-CoL., L.A.
Acting Civil Comumissi in Mesopol

\ov
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Sulaimaniyah Division if left fo werey of their own rulers would be per-
nmianent menarce to Kifri and Kirkuk and would create a frontier problem re-
gquiring mere froops than al present.

Frontier problem will be created only if Kurdistan if left to its own
devives.  Railways and roads will enable inhabitants to turn their hands to
development of Country. We have seen this happen in four years on Eu-
phrates to alinost lmhe‘iia\'_ublnl- extent and so it will be amongst Kurds who
are higher in scale of civilisation.

4. A5 regards the Railway position. See (ieneral Baghdad Telegram
X 7024 of May 28th and X 7049 of June lst,

Line has been recognised by practically every Railway Expert as being
the only alignment likely to be profitable and the fuller investigation of the
last two years completely confirms this view. I regard economic advantages
ad even greater than Military benefits.

It passes through oilfields of proved value, through the principal wheat
growing tracts in Mesopotomia and will tap forest and pastoral produce we
badly need.

Prospects of mineral wealth are uncertain but not negligible.

5. Strategical Aspect of Maintenance of Civil Administration at
Rowanduz.

Trom Erbil to Ushou is a little over 100 miles and a fair motor road
already exists for halt the dist vide néy teleg No. 8543 of July 30th.
The completion of the Railway to Fihil and of this road would not only ensure
F-uﬂ‘tnhle traffic to Railway but woul change whole current of trade with

ersia and add £3 million to our annual import of British goods.

Our ultimate Politieal action in regard _to Rowanduz must, however,
depend on our railway and rogdean mercial policy.

. We are now making ex nts Wt of Jeaving the Kurds to their own
devices.  The first resultsgare not encouraging dither to ns or to Kurds.
: _'l‘hle I&'onhle here _El.u f‘ehkurdi.s 1, we :i)elim, to hfe almost ex-
clusively due to C.U.P. paW‘ exaggerated rumours of future Ar-
wmenian (not British) dominatisn. '

Foregoing has full mncu'ence of G.0.0.-in-Chief,

Addressed Secretary o Wia,’daﬂ. Copy to India hy post.

L]

516019
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Telegram—It.

From—-Pulitieal, Buglhdad. )
Feemmeeretary of State fur India, London.
No. 10081

Ilutofl 28th August, 1919,

Your telegram of August 22ud.  Adtitude of people of Southern
Kurdistan. )

1. For positiun previous to outbreak, see vage 30 of Mesopotamia
Digries for February-Marel, paragraph 3 e, See also my telegrom of May
95th. No. 5867, and wy telegram of August 23rd, No. 9859, which crossed
your telegram under reply.

Preseni position is not as suggested in your telegram. Fact that order
was restored by Military Authorities within one month and that normal Civil
Administration was re-established within three months of rising of Shaikh
Mulimoud, who at no time succeeded in concentrating more than 300 men out
of a potentiality of moany thousands, is I think proof that the present regime
is weleomed by majority of inhabitants. See also (+vneral Baghdad telegram
X 7196, July 5th and X 7304 of August 2ud.

We are governing Southern Kurdistan not by force but by consent, but
"o Government in these days can carry on without foree behind it.

2. Tdea embodied in President Wilson's 14 points nnd confirmed in the
Anglo-French Declaration of November 8th of substituting nationality. reli-
wion or race as the basis of Government in the Middle Eust in the place of
“ ability and power to govern ** has aroused the dormant animosities of the
past hundred years.

Coming as it did on Lm umn misery arising out of the war, it
was eagerly adipted by evep e 4W sect apgd variously interpreted accord-
ingr to their racinl idiosymerasies, ‘ -

Alrendy the wuctin&q \-ism\lthé acufe dissentions amongst Political
parties in Palestine and S3 1'iﬂ’ﬂl~imt signs of it on the Arab side.

At Bulaimanivah ‘e tide hns already turned. after o hrief taste of
nationalist anarchy they huyk uo desive to try it agnin ond the task of orgsn-
ising a Civil Administia om_Kwdish 1i with Kurdish officials under
effective British supervisi ing well. The insistent demand of the
people is for more British Ty high"lack of officers prevents my sup-
plying; the Country and its Revémbes mikt suffer accordingly. Even this
vear the estimated revenue ex he estimated expenditure in the'division
by £20,000 and next year it should he muchghefter.

This fact alone diffé ates the i ivigion from the ordinary
frontier district and f sfam. Division has always been
regarded by Turks as esopotamia; it wus so classified in Sykes Picot
Agreement snﬂmephica‘H_v and strategieally it gs to Mesopotamin,
not to Kurdistan. W g

Unrest is prevalent M{n@b @nm ent that if we can hold on
o year or two longer and steer a steady conrse om present lines we shall come
into smoother waters,

Shaikh Mahmoud’s rising has been regarded as a test in all Northern
Mesopotamia of our power to maintain order and enforce justice in face of
widespread popular belief that all troops had gone.

Railway and roads are powerful civilising factors and it is to this
of their construction rather than to their strategical value that T look for
results in Southern Kurdistan.

Whatever may be eventual decision with regard to Rowanduz {from which
we have ai present withdrawn) we cannot afford to leave Sulaimaniyah to its
own devices, Disorderly elements would quickly get the unper hand and we
should require a larger force at Kirkuk, Kifri and Erbil, that we now have at
or near Sulaimaniyah.

.. Recent events have in no way altered my views as regards necessity of
giving effect to policy approved by His Majesty’s Government on May 9th for
antonomons Kurdish States, but degree of supervision must depend on needs
of Country and on strategical considerations. .

Supervision must be relatively closer in the Sulaimaniyah Division.
* of its oeoeraphical and strategical situation ride last paragraph of
my telegram of 25th May, No. 5867, and becanse of richness of Country and
esire of people to linve security of fenure in land which is lareely in hands
of private owners and is capable of jmmense development. distriet heing
centre of tobacco industrs and very vich in pastoral and forest predure.

P 3. qu_tlel' with Persia is well defined. Under new arrangements with
m“}"m there is fair prospect that Persian Government will he able to mnin-
: j_adﬂ!uale degree of order on their side of the frontier if we on cur side

« likewise, but whether or not this is case. Persian Frontier Tribes are un.

b

Vo4



S

Telegram—FP. .
From—High Commissioner, Uumtantmuple.e‘

‘fo—Foreign Office, London, repeated Palitical Baghdad snd €hief Egypt-
X . T
force, Cairo.
Ngo. 64,
Dated 24th August, 1919, received 23th August, 1919, o
is ponvoved by Major Noel's telegram. dated Znd

1 i V. R S & Y

The action taken by us here has been limited o exacting

i mber of Turks whose guilt on a_ccol:ml. o
:t:?.”ifmt::‘gam% E;lgond doubt and in causing the dismissal of a number
of incompetent or obstructive officials.

We conld, T considar, have with advantage gone m_m;ll further as reg;r&s
former category, of whom only a few are under lar{enllop, (had)? it nntt- efen
for great pressure of other business and difficulty of making arrangements for
their safekeeping pending any dec

Ti iz dp

PR RS N T
i

o MamBae,
of ihe reateé UONIET

. Tt s de-
plorable that ‘{“"ii‘i:’,.’fffiﬂ“’{ ,d _}Lnﬂ? heen made, snter 81!?]‘1;]: Alfg?g il-s;

irict, but High © is no way concerned in this matter and
az:tt!:;tt:‘f;e;?a‘:i:;smm?:;; Ly Major Noel will serve as a warning to Oefa
against similar errors in future.

Insignificant malefactors here have always been passed over by us ond I
concur with Noel in considering this-palicy wise.

Telegram—P. ? h
From—Civil Commissiongy. Baczhdad. ‘?‘
To—Major Noel, Aleppo! b\ .

No. 9928, H !
Dated 26th August, 1919.

High Commissioner, follows on the 24th

tantinople, wired as
instant:— p—_
““ An erroneous impr T * * * this poliey
wise.””  Ends. Pl
"0 *
Tejegram—P. * ﬁ &
Qridi ndon. 4

Frem—Secretary of
To—Political, Baghdad.

Dated 22nd, re E August, 1919. O{

His Majesty's Goverfitifen "h GQ areful consideration question
of proposed railway from Qizil Robat fowards Kifri and Kirkuk. v?hate\—ea—
may be the ultimate utility of this line its immegdiate construction is recom-
1ended on purely strategical ign:-unds as essential to retention and pacification
of South Kurdisfan. Apart from financial difficulties which are exceedingly
acute His Majesty's Gov at think it to examine whole question
v policy underlying strategical arg its before ioning extension.
FPuture of Kurdistan 1s still unsettled, but it may be taken as certain that in
no event will per t responsibilities of His Majesty's Government in these
regions go beyond loose political supervision and that ther: can be no qaestion
of anything in the nature of direct British Administration. In these circum-
stances His Majesty's GGovernment are very reluctant to take what would be
iu effect first step fowards effective military occupation. They have hitherto
supported policy of extending British inflience to South Kurdistan becouse
they believed that inhabitants themselves to welcome it, and on this under-
standing they sanctioned the proposal made in your telegram of May 9th to
create a fringe of antonomous Kurdish States under Kurdish Chiefs. Tt
would now appear that belief was misplaced and that inhabitants so far from
welcoming British influence are so actively hostile that strategic railways are
required to keep them in check. Might it not in these circumstances be better
course to withdraw our Political Officers, cte., and leave Kurds to their own
devices?  Alternative course maintaining order among the recalcitrant
mountuin tribesmen by force of arms opens up prospect of military commit-
ments which His Majesty’s Government contemplate with gravest apprehen-
sion. Last thing they desire is to create 2 new Nortll-'Westg.ranlier problem
on the very doubtful border of ‘Irag.

Your views on the whole subject are requested by telegraplh.
Addressed Baghdad, repeated Foreign.

—_———

M
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With regard to the of Ar iuns which resulted from the
orders of the Turkish Governmment, civilisation demands that the officinls
guilty of issuing such vrders should be severely punish

Armenians responsible for the mussacre of Ho*lema will be dealt with
in the same way. Avmeniau women and wivls shut up in Moslem houses
must be released and lunds or houses fureibly taken from Aruenians must
be restored to their lawful owners.

On the other hand, the British Government, so far as it is concerned
has no intention of pursning o vindictive policy towards Kurds in respect
of acts committed during the war and is prepared to grant them a general
amunesty.

It is mecessary that the two races oceupying the same aren should leave
their wrongs in the hand of Government. should relinguish private dges
and reerﬁmmuhmn and prepare to live fogether in mutual toleration and

Wikl

The British Authorities desive only this und will severely and im-

purtially punish any such uu]ust acts or false nccusations us lend to perpe-
tuate hoshhly or promote unrest.
or Noel 1eports that this notification had a good effect wherever it
was e known and in particular has enabled him to enter into practical
relations with Eurdish leaders such as the sons of Bedr Khan.

It appears desivable from all local points of view that a communigué
on the lines of this notification shewld be widely issued both by Egyptian
Expeditionary Force and hy the High Cnmnnssmner, Constantinople, and by
the Civil Commnissi in Mesopotamia.

Telegram—R. a h -

From—Major Noel, Alep@in. b

To—1he Civil Cummixsio&, merépei #d Constantinople and Cairo.
No. 117.

Dated 20th August. 1919, received 21st ‘\ugnst 1919.

Instructions to arrest mn:l.!.mg au'ncmes were re-
ceived by Intelligence Offi in J Some Kurds from
areas east of Euphrates, wh pn area were imprisoned
vn the allegations of Armenidys it 1t} of cases are still in prison
awaiting trial. The effect of this{p@licy on the qpmum of the Moslems has
been deplorahle nmi has promqted instead of allaying racial and religious

=l

enmit; orltr e sthnll fry and if policy were
Lmeﬁ to 1ts loglc eon lu ut a fraction of those we
i]muld have lo arrest. ..

It has been decided by H.M.G. that a vmdmh\e olicy lu“ardu the
Kurds shall :&Jt by and in accurdlm,e wit] ‘ﬁ%:ilc;: i‘ ]:eri)]o ama-
tion has issued, 1 5}‘9& ntelligence
Officer should be cuncelled, nn%lﬂ of nﬁﬂn]x who on their

own authority issued orders for massacres, all prisoners nccused of commitiing
atrocitios should be relensed

Telegram—P.
From—Civil Commissioner, Baghdad.
To—H.M.’s Secretary of State for India, London. {(Copy by post to Govern-
ment of India}
No. 9743,
Dated 21st August, 1919,
Please refer to my telegram No. 8677 of August 3rd.
Following telegram dated 20th August. mened from Major \ue] —_
“ Imtructmns to arrest ® * . be
released.”
I entively voncur. [t will be perilous from every peint of view if we
continne our present poliey towards Mohammedans in Kurdistan.

Telegrum—P.
From—Civil Commissioner. Baghdad.
To—High Commissioner. Constantinople and C'aivo.
No. 9744,
Dated 21st August, 1919.
Telegrams dated 1st and 20th August from Major Noel, have been re-
prated to iondon with my support.

ARy
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This su tion was forwarded to Egypt Force, Cairo, in this Utffice
telegram 4T§§“;:£ April 24th, repeated to {ndia Office, Simla, Tehran and
Constantinople.

With the concurrence of Lhe General Ufficer Commaunding, LEuyvptian
Expeditionary Force at Cairo, who showed him the telegram during his visit
there, the Civil Commissioner replied through the Residency at Cairo on the
4th May (Cairo, No. 543 M., repeated Foreign Office 713, and to Tebran and
Simla) authorising Lieut.-Colonel Howell, who was officiating Civil Commis-
sioner at Baghdad, subject to the concurrence of the General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief Mesopotamia, to an a 1 amnesty on the lines pro-
Eosed by Major Noel in respect of Kurds in districts within the Mosul Wilayat.

ieut.-Colonel Howell was directed to inform Major Noel that this had been
dome. Kurds in the districts qutside the Mosul Wilayat would no doubt
draw their own conclusions.

In a subsequent telegram, Cairo 544 M., the Civil Commissioner author-
ised Major Noel to make any verbal communication he thought necessary in
conformity with the above. These assurances were uuthorised in the case
of Mesopotamia by the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (C[1962/30 of
May 6th) with the proviso that the ammesty wounld not remounce the return
of abducted persons or stolen property.

In May 12th on his return to Baghdad, the Civil Commissioner made »
formal reference on the subject to the India Office (5353 of May l2t]|‘; in
which he reconmended that we should adopt the third course proposed in
the telegram of May 1st from Constentinople and give full assurances regard-
ing amnesty and freedom from Armenian domination in areas predominantly
Kurdish as far as His Majesty’s Government were concerned without, how-
ever, committing onrselves to acceptance of n mandate for the Kurdish areas
beyond the Mosul Wilayat tillawe see how affairs were moving.

On the 5th June the 1 led ipoihe following terms: —

‘‘ Reference prop mude in, the sigth paragraph of your telegram
under discussion, we att@th s Nan Hee to qua]iiﬁcation that assur-
ances should only be given w ajesty’s Government are concerned.
As regards amnesty, in view Of general uncertainty as to the future of the
status of the regions affected the Fnreiﬁn Office think it unadvisable to go

il

beyond assurance that ictive ill be pursued. (Bee my tele-
gram, dated 12th May). A3 ave piéferred this vague equivocatory

fonqula even in the case of\fhe i the Mosul Wilayat, but if more
explicit amr?incea have alrégds n comimunicated to the latter they may

+
of course stand.

In reogeot of past events gnly, of course_gan plea of Turkish instigation
be accepted. Second pro ass 1d" e limited to freedom from
unrestricted Armen io

Subject to the a o rk » proposals *in paragraph six of your

telegram under ypeference are approved.”

Previous u‘ﬂ;ﬁ receipt of the above orders f%whancea broke out

-at Sulaimaniyah an e ﬁln e of the Kurdish border.

By a fortunate coincidence, Safwi Rowanduz and Shamsdinan, was

Frese_ut at Baghdad, and after lengthy conversation was given a lelter in
ersian to the following effect under date May 22nd : —

“T have heen authorised by His Majesty’s Government to assure vou
personally that His Majesty's Government have no intention of adopting a
vindictive policy towards Kurds in regard to acts committed during the war,
but are prepared to grant them a general amnesty. )

This will not prevent the representatives of the British Government
from using their friendly endeavours to make peace between Armenians and
Kurds in regard to their personal affairs, and they will also use their best
endeavours to settle between the two parties questions relating to land in a
friendly manner without resort to armed intervention.

His Majesty’s Government wish me to assure vou, that, the interests of
the Kurds are by no means being lost sight of at the Peace Conference.

This communication seems to have had the desired effect and no disturh-
ances have taken place in the area controlled by this man.”

The purport of the foregoing was communichted to Major Noel who on
-]']\me 2311;: issued the following Notification in the Kurdish areas in his
charge: —

““ The future of the country variously known as Armenia or Kurdistan
is a question which must be decided by the Peace Conference.

No one need doubt that the Peace Conference will decide in accordance
with its often expressed principle that nations have.the right to determine
their own Government. The Dritish Government has given its assurance
that the interests of the Kurds are not being overlooked at the Peace
Conference.

Until the deeision is made known it is the duty and the interest of all
nationalities and classes in Kurdistan to preserve peace and order.

Y
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Telegram—P.

From—Major Noel, Aleppo.

To—Political, Baghdad, repeated to High Commissioner, Constantinople and
Cairo.

No. 110.

Dated and received 2nd August, 1919,

The following passage apprears in the instructions issued to Relief Officers
at Constantinople, begins : —At the present time it is not feasible to investigate
the eases uf minor offenders, but information should be collected and names
recorded on the lines shown in Accusation Form A which may be distributed
tn Priests, etc., throngh safe channels. Ends.

Any Armenian who may have a grudge against a Mubammadan can, as
u result of such poliey, by making a statement on oath to an Tntelligence vr
Controlling Officer obtain the arrest of the Mohammedan.

In Aleppo and the surrounding districts there have been many such cases.

I obtained the release, at the end of June last, of five Diarbekiris who
had undergone a month’s imprisonment here. No steps whatever had been
taken to examine their case or to collect any further evidence since the day
they were arrested and such evidemce as did exist was of the weakest
description.

Early in July the French arrested in Cilicia on the statement of an
Armenian, two Muhammadan boys of 14 and 17 and a Greek doctor. These
were, after being roughly handled=by-the Armenian Gendarmerie made over
to our Intelligence Dgner at Adana and by him sent back to Aleppo without
papers of any description or charge warrant. They were released yesterday
after having been in jail here 20 days.

The Greek doctor is a who is o Judge at Mosul. He ir a
man universally respected e rbekr Nilayet. The lad of 14 is the
son of an enlightened P inn‘t Kurglish Chief who has given to me
considerable assistance. he% aé sending the boy at my suggestion
to Europe to be educated.’ - !

Our allowing ourselves to he used as a tool of Armeinan religious fanatic-
ism and vindietiveness is tly responsible for the anti-Christian and anti-
British movement in K an,

Our own Administra i
insufficient evidence and re jse

1 have, in accordance with instructions received from His Majesty's

GGovernment, assured the Kurds that it is not gur intention to adopt a revenge-
ful policy towards them, hut ‘more n is being done in giving
snch assurances so lgn e indiscriminate arrest of
malefactous on flims: i wed to continue.

In my opipion this system of Accusation Funrgs the best means of

broyght in to contempti by arrests on
¥

fostering and racial and religious hi . is now, I consider,
essential that we b i i trifiks, cal Intelligence Officers
with the policy laid down biv<Hil s (overnment.

Telegram—P.

From—The Civil Commissioner, Baghdad.
To—Major Woel, ¢/o Fivecav, Aleppo.
No. BGTS.

Dated 3rd August, 1919.

I have supported and repeated your telegram No. 110 to His Majesty's
Secretary of State for India, ndun!: B ’

NOTE ON ASSURANCES GIVEN TO KURDS.

Major Noel telegraphed from Nisibin on the 24th April stating that
rumours had recently reached Nisibin of the adoption of a policy of retalia-
tion agaiust Mosl for the of Christians, with the result that
feeling was at present on the whole against us, and that interested persons
had o good deal of success in frightening tribes with the bogey of pro-
Armenian and vengeance-breeding li’n‘i{-islmr. Thesagitation was, however,
artificial, and a proclamation of general amensty in regard to murders and
massacres carried out by Kurds at instigation of, or on direct orders of Turks,
and a formal declaration that we should only insist on restitution of im-
movable property would cause the present agitation to subside. If it was

Inconvenient to make this declaration in so many words it would be sufficient
W ha aneld he cadlnniend Lo 2o fomun mannla wanhalle ba dhin ook

iy
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As originally su ted in Baghdad’s telegram, thbe deputation ot
Kurdish Chgofs which Ezst‘: accompany me on my tour through W. Kurdistan,
should be most useful in—

(a) Undoing the effects of Turkish pan-Islamic propaganda:
b) helping to place the lives and property of Christians on a safer
footing,
{(¢) improving relations with the tribes on our present N.-W. fromtier
_?qear‘ii‘ljeaie and Shecuvisikh. (Sent under High Commissioner's
0. .

Telegram—P.
From—Political, Baghdad.
To—Becretary of State for India, London. (Copy to Foreign Office. Simin

by post).
No. 7790.
Dated 12th July, 1919.
Major Noel teleraphed on 11th ingtant as follows : —
““ Please see my - - - o . through
Brayne.”

—

Telegram—P.
FromMajor Noel, ConstJuibpl o i
To—Political, Baghda -
No. 102. A, b
Dated 11th July, 1919, renaim'uly, 1919.
Please see my immediate preceding telegram.
8aid Abdur Eadir's li ’s brothers are very badly off.
1 propose to get five s and four mules for their tr Tt—
would you be prepared to l‘l(.“h 4 nspe
Eventually it might be possiblé to dispose of the animals without Govern-
ment a'uﬁermﬂg any loas,ﬂ?lut even is incurred £75 sterling should
e my m

such
cover it, wh onthly sai W&:ﬁd at £30 sterling.
Could you through the Militar
Authorities at m& ill have to maugeu‘gumhase ]o:m]]‘:
through Bragnr;‘/ g i

Telegram—P.

From—DPolitical, Baghdad.

To—High C * , Constantinopl
No. T791.

Dated 12th July, 1919.

Please communicate following wessage to Major Noel, beging : —The pro-
posal made lnuY'o'll.l‘ telegram of the 11th mstant has my approval, but suggest
that you ask Major ]h_-a{ne to buy the animals locally or yon may obtain %hgem
from the Military whichever may grov_e miost convenient to you. On hearing
from G.H.Q., Egyptforce or you, I will telegraph on the subject to latter.

Telegram—P.
From—The Civil Commissioner, Baghdad.
To—The Secretary of State for India. London. (Copy by post to Govern-
ment of India).
No. 8677.
Dated 3rd August, 1919.
Major Noel telegraphs on st Angust from Aleppo, begins: —
“ The following passage . . h . * by H.M.%s
Government.” Ends.
I have seen and heard sufficient to lead me to confirm the above repre-
sentation and support the recommendations of Major Noel.

ARY
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administration as o kindred institution. This would save the district, the
h of more war, ine and chaos. 1t is for consideration whether the
e e state of the vountry and its nis under present conditions
does not justify action of this nature, even to the extent v/ an apparent viola-
tion of our pledges to Persia.

13. With regard to the unon-Kurdish population of the district, in a
Kurdish State under our auspices there should be no difficulty in protecting
their interest and ensuring fair treatment. In any case their condition
would not be worse and could hardly fail to be hetter than under the existing
regime.

14. It is quite appreciated that there is little historical hasis for con-
sidering Urmia as part of Kurdistan, but Urmia is to Kurdistan what a post
is to a small state in Europe.

15. Under present Kurdish auspices we can probably vepatriate the
17,000 Urmia Christians and 17,000 Assvrians under Persian auspices we
cortainly ecannot repatriate the former and we may find it difienlt in conse-

quence to repairiate the latter,

o ghode of 4k

(8d.) E.TJ. ROSS, Maor,
ife Kurdish Burean.
Baghdad, the 8th July, 1919,

Telegram—P.
FromMajor Noel, Coust a1 S i
T'o—DPolitical ]’;ag]tdad,‘vpy ta Hn{ l'lmntssmner, Constantinople.

No. 101.
Dated 10th July, 1919, réceiye@®TTHMTuly, 1919.

In frequent and len, discussions which I have had with Kurds of
the parties of Bedr Kl Abdul Qadirpl learn that there is o very real
breach between the Turl d ds glfiich can ouly be bridged by a
repetition of the Smyrna J to {; an Armenian State including

pro-British sympathies are, I am
ifficult to say whether they would stand
ish areas predominate such as
neypur telegram No. 6666. It

areas in which Kurds predol
inclined to think, genuine, but i
the strain of inclusion in an [Iraq where K
Akra or Sulaimaniyah, etey a8 you g
is too early yet to slc:w: u th

They do their iniPres: me their friendliness to Christian and
especially Nestprian interests and the heads of the Christian communities
whom I met i Jekr corroborate their stz@ this point. Even

e e CmstantTorILod DM Ton e o Pars,

ayazid area to Paris.

As regards Persinn Kurdistan they adopt a very satisfactory attilude
aud are of opinion that if they conld get into touch with Said Taha and
Simko they could influence them in the matter.

The present attempt of the Turks io Ottomanise the Kurds is the chief
point on which I base my assertion that the Iiu]f between Turks and Kurds
15 unbridgeable. There 15 wo longer any talk of_ Kurd1§l1 autonomy  with
Turkey us mendatory power. The Turks are basing their efforts solely on
the pan-Islamic pelicy and even ﬁ) so far ns to drop the use of the word
* Kurdish " and substitute * Moslem."

The Turkish Government have issued orders that Kurdish refugees are
to be so spread over the country that they may never exceed 5 per cent. of the
whole pupulntioll in anyv ﬁlm-e, ;ig'nh:lbi_" wit_ a view to merging them more
speedily into the rest of the Turkish population, At the same time they are
doing all they can to prevent their return to Kurdistan and though this ix
evident to the Kurds they are more Igleullinely concerned at the present
Turkish propaganda on Pan-Islamic and Chauvinistie lines which lays stress
on the bogey of Armenianizm. This propaganda is likely to have some weight
with the ignorant tribes and thus canse them to prejudice their ca'wse in the
eves of ge Allied powers. They complain that hitherto we have always
thrown cold water on their efforts to combat the effects of this propaganda.

T must_most strongly impress ou you that the preseat friendly- attitude
of Kurdish intelligentsia is based on the hope that we will not treat Kurdistan
in the same way as Smyrna was treated. The difficulty to undo the effects of
the recent Turkish pan-Islamic propaganda will increase daily until we assure
them that areas where the Kurdish element is predominant will not come
under Armenisn domination. Perbaps a way out of the difficalty would be
for H.M.’s Government to qualify this assurance by using the words * pre-
dominatingly Kurdish aveas as they existed hefore the war.”

Ve
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The above distrivts ate conmechal with 31 by rosds proclicaliy @4 tor
motors througboul, wilh wo serious ubstacles (a8 obstaclen go in Kurdistan).
However. alse in Kurdistan b snck cummunieations st and in Bo olber
directiva. All trade aml ol coBumARiFatess  cOnTRIET WL CumspUeN
wararully to Urmia

2. The Ursia plain o Jargely inbabitid by Kussls besring close kinship
with thow on the west idde of the fTontior and in many cuses 2 large amount
ol property in the | rmia plain ix wwned by perons liviag on the Turkish side
wf Lhe frontier. A large portion of the migratery Kunlich tribes winters on
the Pecdiam side of the foatier relurning in swimmer o the high grownd an
the Turkich side.

3 I wesnbd wem, tliervloee, that the preseul fremtier line s more or
leas an arbitrary ome, ity bistory shuws thal it bas wever leen sceeptel eithrr
by Kurde, Peroans or Turks as squitulile or bogiral.

1. This leuds 1o the conrluon that the futlure of Ursia is
which will effdct the Power who may I hurdesed with the
reganl W Kwrdistan ot Jewst an maeh o0 it mew alects Persia and, gives o
good wmandstory. 1 s setllnment ol the Unuin problem which aims at futuse
stability in those rrgious the interemds of Kurdislan winsk be gives o comsid.
erstion ot Jeast wippal fo that gives to the claims ol Persia.

5. Whether or not the tremtier ix alerwd, if snyihing is io come of awr
efinrta o el onder and o reasonably stabie Guvernment in the ady 1
parts of Kurdistun we must shabilise comditions im Urtain and give the Kurds
rasamahle cimsideiation wnl anresteeted aceess to their chief trade conte-
i, Uherr sevims to e thrm poesible solniias of the Uninis question .-
it To suppert the Persian Guvernienl with treups, eie., te sech o

extenl that it can evolve liw and o Irom Lhe wxivting chass and maimiain
i, In opder to svure the Kurds it would he Beosssary G

wake it 2 condition of s at the Pprman Gucernor should aelectnl
bix we and shoubd be be el vicdy -

This sluties kas (He fuial dajost (hat it can only be u lemporury sinp
¥up, for we can hurdly 1 o prop up for cver a Parsisn
Gierrrament, ander which, whes sur sappert i~ hnally withdraws. aflair-
will again revert the same itinm wf vl

m Power or Commission amil
wandate.

7. For Lrmis o eazsnby »
o be run direetlc by them @ & N

This schassr wonld tive thau (@) aheve a2 2 Foreign
Powar coull hardly Tuil to dw ( than the Prestans, eves with our
basking. It weuld be, metpnrer, more scorplable to the Kurds. What
Forvign Power, huwever, is “dwing m cotn fuclf o mach s reapoasibility
with xo greal gaiw in u::ﬁ has the aame falal defect
s () inoate faek ol a . ven ¢! 3 Pouer were found ta take on

the job ot \n-tic not he expeted 10 do s for coer,

A To al eoliadrint e awrrept tor h %n. This e " ekt
determination ' ‘=‘WW ﬁ _la'ﬁli vmught  the Uricnbag
imagination aud - pﬂ'm:z lf A fas ar cuw e ceen ul
jireernt the Pungan Government will rieniually be threwn sut by the Rurd-
unbews wr actively istecveme. 1 thix section of the Kundish nulion e
itneli from Persink rule which it dialikes and theu lurme and seke bo 1o in
claded u the independent Kurdish Hiate to which it na lee . e
we do say ' No,"" and be o keop it out by forve? 11 will be unr.
leas tn sy to the Kurd thal we have promtised not o towch Parsia or fa allex
her inlegrity to be vielulml, - RKurds do wol recngnise our right te give suel
pledges al thrir rxpenss.

%, Mercwver, sny Atlempt W corne the Kord to remain wnder the
Parsian {overiment from which be is trying to free himeclf will shake b
the rere our mflurnce thoughout 1lnse parts 0l Eurdisiag where we sre unt
prepared 1o sapport our awibority with troape, for the Kurd fecls that the
P'ersan (iovernment is rotlen to The core and that be ic at lessl as capahle
as the Persian to raiee his swn people and sthers.

1. It the Kard by hinsellf threws out the Persian Gavernment amd
Ihem aaka for inclusion in o Kurdish State I ilu not spe that wr ran in fuir.
netd reiuse hite, and T de ot s that wr commil any bevaches in sur pledices
i Perua 1 e downy provided that we are mrupubeas an the paint of Fivin-
1he Kuni e eecouragement aml uo assisiabee 0 susting Persian Rule. .
far we hine been wrapabine.  The Parcinn hns wat. -

11 The final inclusion of UVimin in the Kerdish St if the laiter'is
rver bppught inin existemis. stems ba be the snly wdution Jivimg any chanes
of rral stability in the future.

12 Selting sside vur pledges 1o Persia e Lest salution of all snd that
which wnuld proliably b moct acvrplable 1o the wajority of the inkabitanis
would he to separnic Urmia now snd sither tack it a1 sarn oa to a Kurdials
Stale uader our anspices, or sdmistsler it serwlrem with a view to iy even.
tual inclnsien in such a Stalr, or if wot inclnded actuslly in the Riste. It

v
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Those who are now in Constantinople are—

(1) Abdul Kadir, whose territory is most easterly.

(2) The most known and respected family in Kurdistan—tle Badir
Khans (the feudal system is represented in both the tribes), and

(3) Representatives of the more sedentary J;opulatipn who represent the
less powerful population to (West) and who in the Turkish Empire here hold
high positions.

1 have agreed to the proposal that representatives from each class should
return to Kurdistan, not with Major Neel, but separately so as not to connect
them up intimately but with the intention later on of joining Major Noel in
urder to track through the country with a view in the first place of impressing
on the tribes the necessity for the maintenance of order. I was, in the case
of the two latter, asked to give a guarantee that during their absence their
families would be safe,-for as stated by them by orders of the Turks the
Iurdish Club at Diarbekr had been closed and Kurds who had welcomed Major
Noel during his tour had tly been molested by the Turks. Further
that owing to their petition to the Peace Conference (see my despatch No. 564
of 24th April, 1919), of which the Turks had come to-hear and their Kurdish
Nationalist movement they felt that you might be alarmed on general lines.

As regards Eurdistan, Armenin, or Turkey, it might be made perfectly
clear to them that.we have no knowledge whatever as to what the decisions of
the Peace Conference mifhl be in regard to these countries or as to the form
of Government that will be introduced, or as to mandatory nation, but
British were in Mesopotamia and-setion we were taking was merely with a
view to securing safety, so far as it rested with the Eurds, of the frontier and
its vieinity.

Their families ought to have nothing to fear from the Turkish Govern-
ment, g0 long as they confi eimitisa to the maintenance of law and
order nmongst the Kurds, ted he%lhristians and without actively
pushing their National g Should  the “Thrkish Authorities show any

i ‘nﬂi“ ould I‘,p

hostilities towards their 0 repared to use our best offices
for their protection.

In the second place gre:fnnxia!’ is shown by them in regard to the
activities of Mustapha Kenjal. who has excellent material for propaganda
g‘ork mbthehrmémm: of “w:ant rmenis and t_lll,s oc}cu ﬁn of

myroa by the Greeks, a§ ; ignorant tribes o istan.
In the event of their taki ngat ustapha Kemal they wished to
know if the High Commissigner d e lhis eyes to their proceedings.
For me to acquiesce in such “a of ‘action would be tantamount to an
authorisation to make war on_the THtks which would be most undesirable and

they were therefore infi sthat save jn unction with the recognised

and established TurkisH ogity > taken against Mustapha

Kemal, though if th ?t L 1 view to stm-ing up trouble
id dispose e de

of them in accordance with t

they should arrest the 15D/ sires of
any British Oﬂi%}

I have been u‘l!btwmd the wi Ee%wnt breach between
Turks and Kurds, it niust ¥at, Ho Tosk sight of that the Iatter are not
very strict Moslems, in faet, quite a large p ge are not Mosl at all.

Of course, the guestion ofﬁrimary importance which is at stake is to
secure a satisfactory and safe Mesopotamian frontier but this will lead us
inevitably to the question of aut 1y and independ of Kurdistan.

There appeared to be a_genuineness in the desires expressed by the Chiefs
of Eurdistan for the suzerainty of the British and I am assued by Major Noel
th:'t:dn the Districts he Las visited, so far, the feeling is by no means unsup-
ported.

. That the matter is one which has a very large Political importance, I
quite appreciate, but it is must be faced and it is most essential that the cir-
cumstances should be turned to the best advantage possible. and I cannot
imagine aﬁv possible solution by which Mesopotamia will not be confided to
a British Mandate, while it is essential for the general prosperity and peace
of Mesopotamia to have good relations with the Kurds. My action therefore
will, T trust, meet with your approval.

Of course, pamlintg the decisions of the Peace Conference we can not, it
has been made perfectly clear, say anything of a final or definite nature.
It will go far to reduce the powers of the Turks for evil if we can per-

;\'il;::nt!]y detach them from the Eurds and I think this fact should not be lost
of.

NOTE ON KURDISH CTAIMS TO THE URMIA DISTRICT OF PERSIA.

The close connection bet Urmi i i
realised extept g;—nxmi_gl; etween Urmia and Kurdistan is not perhaps fully

The whol T z . . . P & .
Bashqatah :m; ﬁfigla\ﬂé:sot:r%g\;flstan including the districts of Neri,

iy
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L think you will agree that to get the Turkish Guvernment to gueli
pumerows disturbanees in Kurdistan by foree of arms would be neither beue-
ficial or good policy. The only course which seems feasible apart from
using our influence with the Government is to offer suggestions regarding
“lr(u‘ulnr local officers by name. Thus T could demand the dismissal of the

“ali of Van whom 1 menticned in my “telegram No. 33 of Juuwe 16th, to
whieh T await vour reply. Tt would, however, be a far more dificult matter to
replace these juen us I have not sinee the veenpation of Smyrua met a single
intelligent Turk of any value whoese private sympathies are not strongly Na
tionalist. I am further hampered by considerations effecting local chiefs.
The Armenian delegates have sulimitted a list of names of the agitators, a
copy of which has reached me much mutilated; which includes the names of
Simko and Shaikh Taha, hoth men not easily to be coerced from this end,
but who have recently evineed a friendly spirit towards you. You yourself
have ruled out the name of Shaikh Abdul Kadir, and we might persuade him
to use his influence on our hehalf in the Van district if we could convinee him
that we do not propose to make the Armenians the dominating factor in
EKurdistan and provided also that he and Taha could be fitted in together.
However, whatever else is dome. T presume yon have convinced the Kurds
within your sphere of influence that the Peace Conference is not likely to ap-
prove of any further decrense in the Armenian population hy massacres and
terrorisation (as were effected under the regime of the deputy) in districts like
Van which are the natural dwelling places of the Armeninns and whence the
Armenians have been got rid of during the war.

°My 18004/31/57. Tune 17. — —

e
Telegram—Pty.

From—Political, Baghdag. A\ - »

To—High Commissioner Congliftiffople, repeated Indin Nffice, T.ondon, and
Minister Tehran, (copy to Government of India hy post).

No. 7433
Dated 3rd Tuly. 1919. p—_
Please refer to your te b 1st instant, addressed to me and

m
repeated to Foreign Office, Lénd
The matter should, I would st, he discussed by you with Major Noel

who by this time has no dogbt.arrived in atinople.
With a view to impae¥idy the ion i atral Kurdistan. I make
the following specifi s t is comments:

1. The removal from Neri, Diza and Bashkala of the Turkish garrisons.
Pro%:)ganda of pti-Armenian and anti-Britig , from these centres
are heing aetively it s d} + i , Sniyid Taha, and
other useful local elem & N ves entirely to us until these

garrisons are removed.

2. In Van, Bitlis, etc., persons belonging to Abdul Qadir’s group
though they are not definitely hostile to the Turkish Government, might he
appointed as Governors. They might for the present be made use of under
a new regime and in their own interests they would no doubt treat Christian
minorities well. The good treatment of Christians should be made a condition
of their appointment.

... In their respective areas Shaikh Taha and Simko have expressed their
willingness to protect and repatriate the Christians and act actively with us
but at the moment it appears thet except ns their nrice what we are not in a
position of offer, i.e., a free hand in the Urmiyah district.

Telegram—P.

From High Commissioner, Constantinople.

To—Foreign Office, Tiondon, under No. 1437, repeated to Political, Baghdad.
No. 42.

Dated 10th, received 11th July, 1919.

Please refer to your letter No. 77676, dated 29th May. 1919 to the India
Office. London, mv telegram No. 1430 and telegram from Civil Commissioner,
Baghdad. No. 5353 of 12th May, 1919.

From every point of view a great advantage might, Maior Noel thinks,
be gained by fhis by the principal Kurdish Chiefs along the mountaincus
frontiers of the NortiA

VA
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. The agitation is, so far as I ww able o judge, of a purely artificial
naw:e and dg not appear to be by any weans the result of any further lt‘x'al
sentiments in regurd to news connected with the decisions of Peace Con-
ference. I .

2.\ few iwdividuals appear 10 lave coudueled this ag.ttuh_nn, their
sole attitude being vne of cousisteut hostility towards the Armenians; the
tone of their pronouncements was divected, not so much against Foreigners
as against the Armenians.

On account of their previous atirocities in tion with the Arm
many of {hese men have every reason to fear the coming of any decent Gov-
rnment.

3. The agitation has not had auy considerabie success in turning the
prople against the British, though they have resulted in many sporadic cases
of assuults against and murder of Armenians,

4. T'o Foreign intervention there seems to be no actual intention on any
one’s part to offer opposition. But muny intelligent men are of opinion that
if this agitation is allowed to continue unchecked and occupation is delayed.
very long feelings muy reach to sueh a piteh that it might be a signal for
un outhreak of serious violence against the remaining Armenians as soon s
the approach of foreign troops was announced.

Men of all races have an earnest desire here for instant measure to he
taken to check this tendency which threatens to do so much evil,

Be what these means may whether the immediate oceupation by (Allied)
troops or the arrival of a new Vali, fhe initiative of the present evil comes
from outside the existing Turkish (Government. Ends.

In some particulars the above agrees with the tenour of my reports to
date.

The only circumstance uum«- is that the tendency referred to
above could in all probahi checked by ’r‘:‘l announcement which would
satisfy Kurdish nationalQespirdis and ‘h)n them from the bug bear of
domination by the Armen¥gns; this. course might, however, result in possible
disaster for the Christions ak itm;ail the risk of souring the Turks. *’

Telegram—P. | e J
I x

rom—DPolitical, Baghdad.

To—Secretary of State for India, Loudon; egted to High Commissioners,
Cairo and Constantinaple. Wn Office, Simla, by post).
No. 6829,

Dated 17th June, 19197 °* :
On the 12t I Major Noel telegra; aheblﬁﬂg)iarimkr, begins : —

From.an American g he e % * souring the Turks.
Ends.

Telegram—P.

From—High Commissioner, Constantinople.

To—Dolitical. Baghdad, (repeated Foreign Offiee, Londen, under No. 1372,
No. 38.

Dated 1st July, 1919, received 2nd July, 1919,

Please sve your telegram of 22nd May, 1919, No. 5760. A summary
has been telegraphed by Foreign Office of a Memorandum submitted by Ame.
rican delegation in Paris. It deals with the attempts to create a Kurdish
majority in Van aud the Armeninn distriets.

We understand from the P.0. that vou believe {his report to be true

A L0 3 rve > and
consider that the matter could he best handled from (.‘unsg?ntinop]o ”11'(!“!;-;\
the Turkish Government. B

1 shall be grateful for definite ruposals as to the line of i

T, 5 i p action you

would snggest. Yo}l are, of course, aware that the Turkish Government ||':z[:'p

no real sympathy with Armenian national aspirations, They would probahly

't-‘i‘;ae:s #0 s far as o sympathise with any movement inimieal to those aspira-
It is, however, the C.U.P. which control

Tnrkish Government. The latter's influence over the C.U.P. and local chiefs

g]tlk-s not extend to distant places. T am exerting myself to direct and keep

ofet e mu;:x';]fls region until the Peace Conference finally decide the future

the wovement and not the

a4
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In some villages the Cbristians are in the position of bondmen to local
Aghas, and in some other villages Moslems have squatted.

The local (jovernment is not in a sivong enough position to meet wut
Justice to the ("hristians.

In the town and in the district complete justice could be obtained by the
exposition of the results of the European Commission.

It is difficult to say whether troops would eventually be required to give
support.

If Kurdish national aspivations were satisfied this might not he neressary.

Telegram—P.
From—Political Baghdad.
To—SBecretary of State for India, London; repeated to High Commissioners,
Constantinople and Cairo.  Copy to India (hy post).
No. 6810.
Dated 17th May, 1919.
O the 9th June Major Noel telem‘aplwd s fo}.iuus :—Begins.—In Diar-

bekr justice has heen done this might not be
necessary.—Lnds. —

Telegram—P, a h
From—XNuel, Dinvbekr.

‘Po—Political, Baghdad. A . B
No 87

Dated 7th, received 15th June®fB10 @

I desire now in case m ports up to the present have not made it clear

to draw your special at to suc with which the propaganda
directed against H.M.’s worked amongst f he bulk of
uneducated people in thua ¢

Stories are rife in every Houthllof th partiality shown to Christians,

enmity to Islam, and exm,uons w ¥ by the British in Mosul.
My Huhammadan ﬂaind and are continually
being reproac]:ed for er ]am.

I cannnt Iml bu ‘5- the experiences of m winter tour in
Eust K present feelmg is probably eph tural ; but
a s:mtmn W Tomble to the oce ts of a

table nature whic W Won&ﬁ g \:?th a clua?glr:to

and prejudice our case.

Telegram—P.
Vrom—Political, Baghdad.
104mlari of State for India, Iumdon repeated to Minister Tehran and

Commi , Constantinople and Cai ta
I’)mce Simla). nor . (copy Foreign
No. 6826.
Dated-17th June, 1919,
On the Tth June, Ma]or \oel tel h from Diarbekr as follows
begins: T desirve our case.”” Ends. !
Telegram—P,

From—XNoel, Diarbekr

To—Politieal, Baghdad.

No. 91.

Dated 12th June, 1919, received 16th June, 1919,

An American Missionary, named Rigys, wriles to me from Kharput, 9th
<Tune, as follows:—

I wish to bring to your uotice certain facts in connection with an

;f;énlﬁ'gg :Ip::]t;-f?;:siun character which has during the past few weeks

Ve
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Basrah Wilayats to form an Arab State likewise under British auspices
The only alternative I see to this scheme is the re-establishment of Turkish
authority over all six Wilayats under some form of Eumpean supervlsmn

10. I need hardly say that I view the prospect of the extension of our
commilments to Kurdistan with no little apprehension, and should prefer to
see America, or even ’lurlrey, in charge, but the question will no doubt be
Lonsidpmd hy His Majesty’s Government in all its hearings before a decision
15 taken

11. 1 propose to visit Aleppo about June 20th to meet Major Noel, and
after my meeting with him shall be in a position to make more specific pro-
posals if desired.

12. I am well aware that the foregoing proposals constitute a consider-
able extension of the proposals made in previous telegraphic correspondence
in that they involve a recognition of the principle of a Kurdish State within
British sphere guided by British Agent, with the alternative of a re-
constituted Turkish Empue. and I submit them with all diffidence for the
consideration of His Majesty's (Fovernment.

Telegram—P.
From—DNuel, Diarbekr.
To—Political Baghdad. ———
+No. 92.
" Dated 12th and received 15th June, 1919
““ Here and in the a t of Kurdistan, Kurdisl leaders are
feeling very keenly the f hich is being given in Europe to
Armeninn national claimg while their case i tomparatively a closed book.
i PA }%ﬂ;%ﬁu{;o &zﬁu@hheum ]:i_giciiihnns Ee bei{]g arrivs\:]d?t
;}lttinn;lie:emln y @ Hﬂre,_wu& ey themselves are idly

This all tends to creatg a natural desire to cause local demonstrations
with a view to brin m di quedbion into the limelight and econ-
fronting the Peace )‘Gﬁ pli.

To a certain exl.ent th ined an impression that we are
in sympathy with their "Iatiﬁna \Pm t, and I have been consulted by
th et:;nm in regard to taking actmn nst the Turkish Government of an overt

o

I Lave, of course G dissuade them from such
a course of action an l the position of the Christ-
ians and the present situation is already suﬁcmntly disquieting without
their wishing, destriuction of the last vesti organised authority,

to complicate mat Wﬂ?h er\

Telegram—F.

From—DPolitical Baghdad.

To—Secretary of State for India, London; repeated to High Commissioners,
Constantinople and Cairo. Copy to Foreign Office, %im]a (by post).

No. 6763.

Dated 16th June, 1919.

From Diarbekr, on the 12th instant Major Noel wired as folluws.
Begins.—** Here and in nd;lneent parla . hd . -

complicate matters still further.”

Telegram—P.
From—Major Noel, Diarbekr.
To—Political Baghdad.
No. 85.
Dated 9th June, 1919, received 15th June, 1919,

In Diarbekr justice has been done to the Christians to a substantial
1 by the restoration to them of property and persons. In the districts
this is not the case: only a small percentage of refugees in Diarbekr have
dared to return and the majority who dare to make the attempt only do so

)4



Telegram—NR.
Trom—DPolitical. Baghdad.
To—Beeretury of Stule for ludin, Londun, repeated Cairo, Constantinople
Teliran and Simla (by post).
No. G666,
Dated 183th June, 1919,
EURDISTAX.

Reference your felegrum of 5th June, and your telegrum of 21st May
which latter was ouly rvepeated 1o me by the Government of India on the
10th June, I find it maost difficult {o reply thereto.

2. The Ethuographical Map of Eastern Turkey in Asia us issued by the
War Oftice, No. 2001, published by the Royal Geogriphical Sociely shows
what areas are predominautly Kurdish and is remarkably acewrate.  This map
illustrates forcably the difficulties of the: problem.

3. The Turko-Persian Frontier must presumably form the | Bastern
Limits of the Area to be recognised as predominantly Kurdish.

For economic aud for strategic reasons, und in order fo secure to the
‘Lrag State the advantage of a mountainons tract, well wooded and capable
of great development. it is desirable to include Sulaimaniyah, Runia, and
Keui Sanjaq within the limits of the Mesopotamian Administration.

Lirbil is an integral part of the=Mosul Wilayat and when 1 visited the
town by Air on June Gth leading imhabitants were unanimous in_their ex-
pressions of dismay ut the mere prospect of being included in Xwnrdistau.
Erbil, moreover, is ove ot the recognised Railway alignments to Mosul, and
like Agra should he exelud 1 istan.

Dohuk and Zakho mus be Wgarded g within Mesopotamia but not
Amadia. b

4. The Southern Bol daf\mrhn"e. might run south-west from Kandil
Dagh to point 1,143 on the opgdver-million sheet, and thence to the inter-
section of latitude 37 and longitude 44, and thence to the inter-section ot
latitude 37 and longitude

5. T am inclined to kdha Souflwern Boundary of the aren pre-
dominantly Kurdish shoul o nogfly’ of Jezirah-ibu-Omar, north of
XNisibin, south of Mardin, nqrily o -al- 810, along latitnde 37 to Berejik,

i undary of the Wilayats of Khar-
%ut (Mamuret-ul-Aziz) and BitliS8dnd Van, thus excluding Erzinjan and

rzerum.

"0 *

6. Within this arbg, #high inc Jr Wilayat are large tracts
shown on the map as iJntl elinn., nderstand, however, from
Major Noel and from “gources, that the Armenians in these nreas ave in a
very small minobity and I regard it as impracticable tempt to place them
in a position .’:‘%'t or independence theyey Y| to themselves they
would probably have #o Mifficulty geﬁnﬁm position under Euro-
pean auspices and might enjoy :tes” of ‘extra-territoriality.  For the vest.
porl::if the Tnited Btates of America might be prepared to guarantee them
a lr ood, fair treatment, and prospects of national develop t, in the
Erzerum and Trebizond Wilayats, and which could be garrisoned and ad-
ministered comparatively easily, and should not be too much for the Ameri-
cans to tackle.

7. Kaurdistan is split up into two groups, the pro-Kurdish party, who
under suitable management might be pro-British nm.ip ro-Turkish party who
are fanatically inclined, anti-Christians, and antLFJ:;reig-u. Either party
could obtain effective control of the country with some extraneous support
and we have to choose between them. TIf, however, Turkish authority is re-
established in Armenia and Eurdistan, the idea of Eurdish and Armenian
States falls to the ground.

. 8. Numerous and virile as Kurds are, and strong us the national feeling
is, they are so scattered, and geographically so split up by mountain ranges,
that it is inconceivable to me that they can be united, except under a stron

Foreign Administration with its centre ai Bitlis or Van and the trend o

Muhammadan feeling in the Middle East, owing partly to current Greek and
Ttalian action is at present admittedly somewhat unfavoarable to the accept-
ance' of the tutelage of Christian powers, but is more likely to accept British
guidance than that of uny other Power.

Action on the spot cannot for much longar be confined to collecting in-
formation and conveying vague assurances to one side or the other. It is
from a local point of view necessary that a decision regarding policy should
be reached and instructions issued ‘accordingly.

9. ‘!E‘hs foregoing proposals may be briefly summarised as follows: —

Trebizond and Erzerum Wilayats to form a single Armenian State under

predominantly American auspices. The remaining four Wilayats to form

vy



Telegram—(1*) Priovity.
From—H.M.’s Secretary of State for India. London.
To—Political, Baghdad. (Repeated to Foreign Simla).

No. of groups—192,
Dated 5th June, 1919, received Gth June, 1919 (07 /25).

KURDISTAN. Please see vour telegram No. 53563, dated May 12th.
Subject to the condition indicated in the last paragraph thereof, you are
authorised to assume charge of Kurdish affairs, but you should take no im-
portant step without the concurrence of H.M.'s High Commissioner, Cons-
tantinople, with whom you should act in close consultation, not mere com-
municatiou.

The .0.C., Egypt, should also be kept informed.

Reference proposals made in the sixth pm*a_g;rap]; of your telegram, quoted
above. We attach special importance to qualification that assurances should
be given only * So far as H.M.’s Government are concerned.”

As regards nmuesty, in view of general uncertainty as to the future of the
status of the regious alfected, the Foreign Office think it unadvisable to go
beyond assurance that no vindictive policy will be pursued. (See my *tele-
fnm, dated 12th May). They would have preferred this vague Equivocatory

ormula even in the ease of the EKurds with the Mosul Vilayet, but
if more explicit assurances have already been communicated to the latter they
may of course stand.
In respect of past events only, of course, can plea for Turkish instigation
Le t Second proposed assurance should be limited to freedom from
unrestricted Armenian domination.

Subject to the above ks proposals in paragraph six of your
telegram nuder reference ar W ]

I shall be glad to hage your views as t (t‘!le limits of the areas affected,
as soon as possible. In'ghis ~Fﬁn.p1&m see my tele of the 21st
May. Please inform me 3 you are-still in favour of the exclusion from Traq
Btate of Dinrbekir and Urfa. /

We leave to your decision, in consultation with H.C., Constantinople, the
question of inviting Bedrian hrothers oaolller Notables from outside to

visit Kurdistan.

®Alternative interpretatjod i equalffo ER, thus making preceding

aroup equal fo Vaguer,

.
Telegram—P. - ’
rmm_Politimhyw,.a_ QY g
To—l\uelfo:c):?'rhekr. Wytﬁ h ere-ﬁe, ehran, and Policy, Egyp-
No. 6449.

Dated 8th June, 1919.

toll On the Hth instant, H.M.'s Secretary of State for India telegraphed as
OHOWS § —

“ KURDISTAN. Please sec - . - . -
KURDISTAN.”

Repeated to Minister, Tehran, and Poliey Egypforce, Cairo,

Pelegram-—P.
From—Foreign, Simla.
To—Political, Baghdad.
No. 848.8,
Dated 10th June, 1919, received 11th June, 1919,
Followiug mess 2 ¥ : Indi
beging i BURDISTAN < For the Perpmer - onreraaet State for India,
paragraph of your telegram of the 12th May, No. 5353, can you indicate ap-

;):l;;mate limits of area (s) to be regarded as predominantly Eurdish. '

Please send reply to Tndin Office direct.

\\A
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to settle between the two purties questions relating to land in _a friendly
manner without resort to armed intervention. The interests of Kurds, His
Majesty’s Government wish me to assure you, are hy no means being lost
sight of at the Peace Confereuce,”—Letter ends.
This may serve as a guide to you. Ends.

Telegram—P.

From—=Secretary of State for India, Loudon.
To—Politieal, Baghdad, repeated to Foreign Otfice, Simla.
No. of groups—166.

Dated 2nd, received Hrd June, 1919.

It is stated in a Memo., dated the 15th ultimo, by the Armenian delegates
who ure vow in Paris, that information from a well-informed source goes to
show that the activities of the Kurds to establish n Kurdish majority in cer-
tain districts of Armenia, especially in the Van distriet, and also measures
for preventing the return of Armenian refugees from Persia and the
Caucasus, are being conducted under the guidance of the Committee of Union
and Progress with the support of the Turkish Government. See your telegram
of 22nd May. The ex-Wali of Van, Haider Bey, is said to be the principal
organiser of this movement, while the principal ageuts are Osman Bey, Sewko,
Saiyid Taha, and Melmed Sedlagha ;’Pamn.

The Turkish GGovernment have, it is said, authorised Osman Bey to re-
turn to Van from Konia, and the valley of Haiotz Tzar is already in the pos-
session of the Djelati tribes, while thagillages in the Eharrakonis and Ardjalk
region, have been oceupied v i

To the alove mentiongd ond other leadexg Tonstantinople have, it is said,
sent instructions in detai )‘,‘

Have you auy means uﬁm' i g the correctuess of these reports, ands
if s0, can you make an suggaflions a tn measures that may be ::Sop!ed to
counternet or prevent them?

) «

Telegram—P.

From—Political, Baghdad. .
To—Desert Corps, Alepf 6 &
No. 6299 - ) .

Dated 5th June, 1919.

Please com i the follgwing my G{Qr Noel. Please see
my telegram No. 53&%1&2}21’2&?{@(&1&@: Aleppo by air.

Secretary of State for India on 2nd June telegraphed as follows, begins:

“ Tt is stated in a Memo. . . . . or prevent them. '

Ends.

“Telegram—P.

From—Political, Baghdad.

T'o—Secre of State for India, London; repeated to Desert Corps, Aleppo
and Foreign Office, Simla.

No. 6300.

Dated 5th June, 1919.

Please refer to yours of 2nd instant.

The memorandum furnished by the Armenian delegates is based most
Trobably on facts. See my telegram of 4th instant regarding Haidar Beg.
. Tabriz teh?ram of 3rd instant confirms the opinion that thesa actions are
iuspired from Van.

In every district of Armenia I helieve Kurdish majoritics already exist.
By the automatic increase of Kurdish population and measures threatened
tending to d the bers of A ians, this majority is no doubt heing
established.

Action which would tend to remedy matters could at th sent t
be best taken through the Turkish Gmgtnment at Gom?anﬁ;é,pr]ee. momen

My telegram No. 5353, of 12-5-19, explains the general question * and

\ve



Tiirkish-Kurds would like, but they fear being dowinated by the Armenians
a8 much as others would listen respectfully. If they thought they were being
dissuaded from ventilating Kurdish national aspirations they would dislike
proposed advice and they would protest that it was unnecessary if intended
as a warning againat endeavours o stir up feelings of anti-Christian or anti-
British nature.

No opportunity is lost by me to impress on the Kurds with whom I am
in tonch the need for patience, confidence, and calm in Peace Conference.
It is, however, rather less different in regard to the question now at issue.
It is how best to deal with immediate situation of whicl Arab accounts
is menacing and which, while Peace Conference pursues its deliberations at
Paris may come to head locally.

In my telegram No. 928 I bave attewpted {o sum up the alternative
modes of dealing with situation as they present themselves to we.

If I am to confine myself here lo givilli(fuod advice to particular braund
of Kurds by whom the advice is least needed and if we are to do nothing
more locally than to give assurances of a private nature that it is not the
intentions of His Majesty's Government to be vendictive it amounts fo very
little more than the adoption of {he first alternative discussed in that telegram.

This was, I should assume, the definite intention of His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment without more ado if the lives of Christians did not appear to be in
some danger.

As it is I hesitate to proceed on that assumption too lightly and the
following new considerations are, @im, submitted by me regarding the
other two alternatives in light of telégrams from Political Baghdad sinee
April 29th and the changed situation here. Less chances than ever are held
out in the second of my three alternatives of results now that a mortal blow
hns been struck at the authority ofany Turkish Government here by the
oceupation of Smyrna and ﬁﬂﬁ at authority in Eurdistan of any
Turkish Government which 1sposedt to womkeywith ns.

The practicability of §hird ive nlh‘becomes rather more doubtful.
The fear the Kurds have oftheir laced under native Christian dominu-
tion is not caleulated to be elmhe example of Bmyrna. My impres-
sion is that if it squared with the intention of His Majesty's Government re-

ﬂu‘dm%‘ fature of Kurdist use these pegple like Abdul Kadir and Badr
han then could still he w f thi ﬁl, however, be certain nor can

°©
I here judge of the relativ mpoyt@nce of Shaikh Taha and Abdul
Kadir. T do not think the Intter 80, pletely Eurdish would by his
residence here be incapacitatel fofMirork ih Kurdistan any more than %
of Hedjuz is unfitted for that cou by his residence here.

The difficulty of using Téha and A ther is realised by me to
confine the latter to thi§ the tier which is some three
egrees west of Shamsdi h hereditary,centre would certainly not

d
be practical. b

~Im ﬂh}:r wlfs can hardly mu%&n%mh. \riedar Fehim
is ncons ¥ one hging an_u . scodndrel and of com-
munity here. This is not'1 p&h@g N

The practical application of any policy decided upon by His Majesty’s
Government I quite agree had best be gumcted from one centre. There will
however be, I hope, so long as areas involved remain technically part of Turk
ish Empire, full consultation with this High Commissioner.

Repeated to Political Baghdad, Chief Egypt force and addressed to
Foreign Office, London.

ing

Telegram—P.
From—Wilson Baghdad.
To—Desert Corps Aleppo.
No. 5756,

Dated 22nd May, 1919.

Please communicate following to Major Noel begins. I have given a
letter to following effect to Saiyid Taha. tter begins : —

““ 1 bave been authorised by His Majesty’s Governiment to give you full
personal assurances that His Majesty’s Government have no intention of
adopting a policy of retaliation towards Eurds in regard to any acts which
they may have committed during the war, but are prepared to grant them a
general amnesty.

This will not prevent the representatives of the British Government from
using their friendly endenvours to make peace hetween Armenians and Kurds
in regard to their personal affairs, and they will also use their best endeavours

\Yo



1 «hould make it my business to prevent this policy from druwing His
Majesly's Governmeut iuto auy militury commitments Leyond our present
sphere wnd would make it elear to all concerned that the mission in question
was not intended to commit 1lis Majesty’s Guvernment to anything more than
the maintenance of order in this aren in corporation with the Turkish author-
ities on the spot pending the vesult of the Peace Conference.

Telegram—R.

From—Political. Baghdad.

To—Secretary of State for Indis. Loudow; repeated Simla. Teliran, Constan-
tinople, Cairo. Aleppo (by air) and General Baghdad.

No. 3354.

Dated 12th Muy, 1919,

Shaikh Taha, uvele of Abdul Qadiy, the grandson of the uotorious
Obaidullah, who attucked Persin in 1876 ai the head of thousands of Kurds,
lins urrived in Baghdod from Xeri and T have ad long interviews with him.

Political Officérs on the spot consider him to exercise greater influence
with Kurds in Central Kwidistan and N.WW.. Persia than any other individual.
T'his is spontaneonsly confirmed by the Naqib of Baghdad.

Shaikl Taha declared his object in coming to Baghdad was to press for
a United Kurdistan under British protection 1ucluding all Kurds new in
Persia, He showed great disappoimtment cn my explaining that he would
not expect from us any help in realising his objeet so far #s Persian Kurds
were concerned aud he stated that such separation was bound to come even
without our consent. He accepted the %uuilio‘n, however, and declared him-
self ready to assist us in ev, m:; to establish the regime that he and
his friends desired in Kun#- itish _protectorate almost precisely on
the lines of propesuls ich_have been appfoved of by H.M.’s Secretury of
State for India. He asked, heimepeh, to helatisfied on the points named be-
OW = i

(1} Ammuesty. :
(2) No single Chief i\'el' Eurdistan but large autonomous groups.

(3) Eurds not to & idii Avdesitn or Nestorian domination—
ri; o bef@pnditional on this.
: m

repatriation o
rinl assistance as in ‘Iraq.

(4) H.ML.G. to prov

e
Fl

’
Telegram—P. . = N
From—High Commigsi )nnéuog. ;J.

To—General hdad, repeated Cuirvo and London. g
No. 26.
Dated and re(-ei\'edWW‘g‘Z!*ﬂ.eer\ .O“

Reference my telegram No. 17.

Unsatisfactory reports have, the Grand Vizier states, been received by
him, concerning affairs in Kurdistan especially as regards Milli tribe, hut
they and several others had been expressing by telegrums their auxiety at
continued advance of British troops. In reply the Greek Government eireu-
lated instructions to effect that British troops were not advancing into any
part of the Ottoman dominions save with intention of establishing a good ad-
ministration and order, and that in every way they should be helped. Re-
presentations to see what he could do more than this. He is now pl'eparsd
to allow Abdul Kadir to go on a mission of pacification to Southern Eurdistan,
though from a Turkish point of view, I think, he feels anxious as to what
may be results of his journey. I would again repeat my belief that, the
fear of falling under Armenian rule is the main cause of the agitation,
amongst the Kurds.

Telegram—P.

From—Political Baghdad.

To—Foreign Simla, repeated Prodome Teheran and Desert Corps Aleppo.
No. H879.

Dated 25th May, 1919.

Please refer to my telegram, dated the 12th May. Following telegram,
dated 21st May, from High Commissioner Constantinople. Begins.—Please
refer to your telegram No. 828. Advice tendered by me would I fear have
no effect on pro-Turkish-Kurds whose imagined interest is to stir up disorder
in Eurdistan. Autonomy under aegis of Great Britain is what the anti-

wa



As regards 3. Course I infer Major Noel's report that good deal might
be expected of morals of Suasion provided that Eurds were relieved of fear
of punishment for past offences. estion arises whether morals of Suasion
might not best be exercised by sending spot men like Abdul Eadir or his
sons and some of Jedr Khan’s son, i.e., Sureya, now in Egypt.

This question depends greatly on how far enc 2 t of such p
would square with our views regarding future administration of Kurdistan
and how far we can let them hope that H.AL's Government will not be a
party placing them under Armenian domination.

It also depends much on whether it is desirable or proper to promote
departure from here in guise of peace makers of persons whose activities
when thev rench Kurdistan will be divided between holding tribes in and
nndermining last remnants of Turkish authority.

Kurdish Club here have decided independently to send mission of lead-
ing members to influence tribes, but whether they can give effect to this
decision must depend somewhat on attitude of Turkish Government and much
more.

Former will probably try to introduce Government elements into mission.
Club do not want this. If we gave facilities they would probably promise
that mission would work on lines approved by us without our entering into
formal commitments. Only danger would be that prowmise might be broken
if our subsequent attitude disappointed them.

Present Turkish Government is probably free from any positive desire
to work up Kurdish tribes uu.t.uﬁ but Government count for less than
C.T.P. at plates like Diar Bekir and Mardin and even Government, however,
well disposed towards us, naturally does not wish to lose sovereignty there.

The most important fact in situation is fear that that section of Turkey
will be placed under Armeni ere is otherwise a strong tendency
for K and Turks to dr#:t, this fear drives them into union.
The C.U.P. are nndoubt‘r.vnumg this as prifitipal arm for their propaganda

not merely in region conggrned dmisthroughot country.

Pléase instruct me in Yight lihis
NamtF”
Telegram—R. P E
From—Political Baghdad.

To—=8ecretary of State for India London afed Foreign Simla, Promode

Tehran, High Con, er, Mﬂ]gh Commissioner Cairo.
Desert Corps, Ale & A .

No. 5353. o

Dated 12th Maj tﬁ QYOJ
The following c [ h mu st and preceding corre-
spondence from High Cmnm’is% e g’r%ntinople are submitted.

Since my return on the Tth l{n{ I have not bad time to exawmine the
Kurdish situation as elosely as I could wish, but after studying the reports
submitted by Major Noel and after a protracted discussion with S8haikh Taha
(ride separate telegram) I endorse the views expressed by High Commis-
aiunerlanutanhnople.

Abdul Qadir has been away so long from Kurdistan and is on such had
terms with Shaikh Taha that he will, I fear, be of no use to us unless he is
prepared to restrict his activities to Kurdish areas west of longitude 42.

For active work in Kurdistan long residence in Con'stantinople is a bad
truiving aud it may be best to keep lnm there and use hi.

The Badr Khan family might be of immediate use on the spot. If our
relutions with Frauce and the progress of peace negotiutions so permit I would
suggest that the brothers should be sent to Aleppo from Constantinople to
meet Major Noel there, where they may be joined by Sureya from Egypt and
procesd to Westeru Kurdistan on a nussion with Major Noel.

I recommend that we should adopt the thind course proposed in the
telegram of May Lst from Constantinople and give full assurauces re amnesty
and freedom from Armenian domination in areas predominantly Kurdish so
far as His Majesty's Government are concerned, without. however, committing
o selves to the acceptance of a mandate for Kurdish areas heyond the Mosul
Wilayat till we see how affairs are moving.

It is necessary in order to give effect to this policy that Kurdish gues-
{ions should as far as sible be dealt with from a single centre and I, there-
fore recommend that I be autborised on hehalf of His Majesty's Government
to deal with the matter in all arens east of the Euphrates, through Major Noel,
kecping Constantinople and Fgypt force fully informed.

\\2%
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EKadir says that he and his friends in Kurdistan Committee stand for
atonomous Kurdistan which they would like to see under British protection.

Truth is that Government mistrust Kadir and rightly from their point
of view,

Kadir said that if His Majesty’s Goverument want the country pucified
he would undertake to go there himself or send a representative accompanied,
if we like, by British Officers and would guarantee satisfactory results.

Tf His Majesty's Government do not favour this he is prepared to stand
uside, In that ease Le well antimﬁates trouble especially if new Armenia
comes as fur south as Van.  Kurds do not want to be ruled by Armenians,

They would like state of their own nunder British auspices. Failing
that his personal vpinion is that they may-gravitate towards Persin ¢n one
side and Arabs further down.

They want to he quit for ever of the Turks who, he said, had never dune
anything for them and of whom he spoke with intense bitterness. Kadir
was by way of making definite proposals to work with His Majesty’s Govern-
ment und expecting definite nuswer. He is shrewd narrow limits.

Nothing bui most concrete evidence will make me think he or Bedr
Ehans are simply playing Turkish game and affecting British sympathies,
in order to deceive us in Turkish interests. Body which is working for Turks
is not Kurdistan Comuuiitee, but * Eastern Vilayets Defence Committee >
with which Suleiman Nazif is identified.

T am now fairly satisfied that Abdullah JTevdet is in same boat as Kadir.

Without wishing to rate latter too highly I consider he might be useful.
Eventually if H.M.'s Government wished fo counter intrigues of certain
Turks who will always try to enlist Kurds on Turkish side and to make Enurids
stepping stone to Arabs in pl it of pan-Islamic projects.

I understand Dersim I who are Shigh® and are profou.udB‘ separated
from Sunni Eurds by réligionsadi Pences ‘igllt obey work with latter on
patural lines provided th@r relgion“und lofal institutions were secured.
Evidence obtained here on'thigphimt-igmeagre.

May I know for my guidance whether H.M.'s Government lave any
views regarding future of distan and what attitude I should observe
towards Kadir and other Wm‘ tere who nre developing con-

siderable activity.
am increasingly im '\ i
claims with nﬁsfnctlgry trend ml(

I N
Telegram—B. ‘1’ “g
From—High Commint, cao@@n -O
To—Foreign Office, repeated Baghdad and Cairo.

No. 16. i

Dated 1st May and veceived 2nd May, 1919.

All recent reports from Baghdad represent situation in Kurdistan as very
disquieting. Apart from anyoguesﬁqn of Political expediency there appears
tus?;e no present possibility dealing with this situation effectively by
British Military action beyond areas now occupied.

In these circumstances three courses appear to be open to His Majesty’s
Guvernment.

1. To disinterest ourselves in what happens outside limits of our oecu
pation so far as taking any action is concerned.

2. To make use of Turkish Government and to rely on such action as
they may be able to take under our advice.

3. To make use of such influential Eurdish element as desire to stand
well with us. First course is open to two-fold objection that Christian lives
are in peril and that disturbances in area not controlled by us may merit
occupation of area even if it does not lead to regular operations against us
by Eurdish Chiefs contiguous to occupied territory.

Objections to second course are indicated in last paragraph of my tele-
ram 9 to Political Baghdad. I gather from your telegram No. 715 that
is Majesty’s Government consider them very wnjustifiahle. If I invited

“Turkish Government to take action it was aguinst my own sense of Political
requirements of situation and in deference to definite request from competent
Military authorities nearest spot.

To ask Turkish Government to caucel its action would now do more

liarm than good. Scope has in any case necessarily been very limited.

1 {ll)f reconciling Armenian
8.

Y
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Telegram—P.
Frow—High Commissioner, Constantinople.
To—Political Baghdad, repented London snd Cairo.

No. 400.
Dated 18th and received 15th April, 1919.
I agree that source of present Kurdish uorest as far as it is directed

ugainst us must be sought here.
as regards possible Military Action by Turkish Government is
my telegram 21, April 13th, to General Baghdad.

I see in it only one phrase widespread activity of Committee of Union
and Proj and the pan lslamic, Egyptian Nationalist, possibly also Indian
Nutionalist and Bolskevik counections. This makes it difficult to ** trace and
dispose ** of respensible persons here. In any case I am doubtful-(British
Agents) ns to which of numerous Kurdish element here are definitely pro-
Turkish and anti-British. I can easily believe, though I do not know for a
fact, that men like Abdullah Jevdet and Suleiman Nnzif are working in
Turkish interests. Abdul Qadir, ou the other hand (though le is President
of Council of State), has taken lead in representations made to me by Kurdish
Committee here demanding Kurdisl Independence and release from odious
voke of Turks.

As you know he was at great -ﬁﬂﬂ&iif-.}' with S8heikh Taha before war. It
is significant that neither Jevet nor Suleiman Nazif joined in representutions
of Kurdish Committee as might have been expected if they were merely a
blind. In recent conversation he hinted that he would like to be given similar
position to that of King of 1 sﬁ British auspices.

As regards Bedr Klan’ s, id jgin in representations to me, I

abortive rising at Bitlis e whichi was repressed by Turks with
merciless rigour and left bitterest feeli in Kurdistan connected with it.

am again not convineed. .
I Lave no 1914 mth%,‘lm\bélie?‘is thal they were associated in
arly 1%

My Military Attache, aflio knows S Bedr Khan, says that he has
always been pro-Pritish und Workedsf6?*us ig'¥he War. Resultant impression
on 1y mind is that there t inct/eurrents of Kurdish feeling here,
the one pro-Turkish, the other migly natighal and supposed to be pro-British
if H.M.’s Government show an; lination to consider Kurdish Nationa
claims. Tf. however; you have positive evidence that Abdul Qadir and Bedr
Khan are definitely commi to Tufki e_atid are hostile to us, let me
Enow,

Question is important at present Juncture, because if Abdul Qadir is, or
can e made frieﬁfﬁ ; the most effective way Iocf):u. n:ing local l:ituation
from bere would Sp +hi is_ig proposals to send
his son to Kurdistan. 1Ré éﬁe}'mca.

I anticipate little vesults from Turkish Military operations. T have
suggested thewn in deference to uppurent need for restoration of order, but
apart from their probabla inutility it is for consideration whether it is
politically desirable to manifest so clearly our powerl to control situa-
tion immediately beyond Military Frontier, and (2) to associate ourselves in
eyes of Kurdistan and of Kurds themselves with Turkish sovereignty in
region which H.M.’s Government may presently wish to bring under their
own influence. This aspect seems to me important though I am of course
E&lgpg any indication of H.M.’s Government policy in regard to Southern

istan.

Telegram—P.
From—High Commissi . Constantinoplo.
To—Foreign Office, repeated Baghdad and Cairo.
No. IT.
Dated 3rd May and received 4th May, 1919.
8eid Abdul Kadir called spontaneously on Mr. Rvan on April 15th and
spoke at great length about Kurdistan.

Tt appears Government have made despatch of mission which they are
sKendlﬂxg;L to Asia Minor pretext for abandoning proposal to send his son to
urdistan.
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

To be kept with Cyphers and not shown to any Officer not in the Civil
Administration.

No. /398

OrFFICE OF THE CiviL COMMISSIONER,

D W Boghdad, the 41 Scplember, 1919,
L Bt

s~
To— ! N
P.0/s 1fc oF DIVI pT ,
) (SaS
MEMORANDUM.
WW.zheen 079

I forward herewith for your Confidential information, a compilation of telegrams

which have recently passed regarding Kurdistan affairs.
Spare copies are enclosed for distribution to A.P.O. s ifc of Districts.

Please acknowledge by telegram by the single word KURDISTAN.

A. T. WILSON, Ligur-COLONEL,, LA,
Acting Civil Commissioner in Mesopotamia.
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passes or through wild and precipitous gorges, which effectually shuts off
Iraq from the wild and mountainous country to the north. 'This range
would appear to be the most natural frontier line sepnrahuﬁaKurdmtan from
‘Iraq. Sulaimaniyah, Rania, Koi Sanjak, Erbil, Akra, Dohuk and Zakho
must then be considered to lie, not within Kurdistan, but in ‘Iraq.

On the evidence so far available it would appear that the continuation
of the boundary westward, being drawn to include in Kurdistan these regions
where the Kurdish elements predominate, would run a little north of
Jezireh-ibn-Omar, north of Nisibin, south of Mardin, north of Ras-al-Ain,
along latitude 37 to Biridjik, theuce north up the Euphrates and finally
bending eastward and following the boundaries of the Vilayats of Eharput
(Mamuret-ul-Aziz), Bitli= and Van, thus excluding Erzinjan and Erzerum,
to the Persian frontier.

‘Within this arca, which includes the Diarbekr Vilayat are large tracts
where the Armenian element is generally supposed to predominate, but in
which from the evidence now available it would anrnear that they are in
reality in a small minority. From their small numbers it would appear to
be impracticable to place them in : ition of superiority or even of inde-
pendence and left to themselves they would prebably under European
auspices have no difficulty in maintaining their position, while they might
if necessary enjoy o species of extra-territoriality.

This would leave the Vilayats of Erserum and Trebizond for the rest
of the Armenians and there perhaps the United States of America might be
prepared to guarantee them a liveg‘lmed. fair treatment and pros, of de-
velopment. This district could be garrisoned and administe compara-
tively easily and could well be left in the hands of America.

It is recognised that a settlement on these lines would increase to an
alarming extent our commi middle east, but only by treating
the Kurdish and Armenia estioff in a beld and broad spirit can the
eventual peace and prosfierity ﬁ th){reg:ox’ke assured.

\b- ¥4
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CHAPTER XII.

SveeestEn KURDISH AuroNoMoUs STATE.

While the limitations imposed on the boundaries of an aut Kurd-
ish State by the future of Armenia and the remnants of Turkey ure yet un-
known, it is difficult to discuss concrete proposals for its foundation and con-
stitution.

There is apparently no Kurd of sufficient standing amongst his country-
men to be accepted on his own account as the head of a united Eurdish State
embracing the whole of Kurdistan. There are, lhowever, several who with
British backing would be capable of acting as ruler of a limited area. The
best policy for the present would appear fo be to set up each of these as the
ruler of a small State,ﬂfivn him u British adviser and u certain amount of
financial assistance in the beginning and use his influence for the establish-
went of law and order. All these little states would be under a central ad-
winistration which would for the present he British with possibly a Kurdisl
figurehead. Doubtless as the scheme developed it would be possible to satisfy
Kurdish aspirations still more by forming a national council for the direction
of Kurdish affairs or adopting sone similar measure giving the Kurds a greater
share in ruling their own country.

Any poliey which we adopt, however, must be founded on the intentions
held in Europe with regard to the future of both Turkey and Armenia, an
until these are made known it is impossible to do more than gather informa-
tion and to oppose hostile propagamda:. Given, however. rational limits to the
future Aimenian State and reasonable bounds to European sympathy for
Armenian claims, there is reason to hope that o Kurdish confederation found-
od on these lines will lead to & penceful scttlement of Kurdish uffairs in the
future.

While we cannot at pxam-l at defigite conclusions as to the futwe
houndaries of such u St@pe, it is obyiously i rtant to adhere as elosely as
possible to ethnographi ns&t‘gxm-m include in the Kurdish State.
as much as possible of th jueswhirh the purely Kurdish element pre-
dominates, There are other cofisideratifns, however, which preelude the exart
adherence to the ethuographical boundary.

In the first slnce th ion of the Persian Kurds. These fall
nto two well-defined gro th of rovince of Persian Kurdistan
and the more northern seel hi a‘hc former with o few unim-
portant exceptions ap to he‘onlghe whole fairly well satisfied with Persian
rule and wounld probably if give choiee elect to remain under Persia in
preference to joining a Kurdish State.

The feeling amongst t urds mhmwver, very different.
Here Persian rule, d_jkm ely unpopular with the
Kurds who would w ¥ © tunity not tnly of joming a Kurdish

federacy, byt of ing under any smn;i but just, foreign &wemment,
They have the hmeongnise that although m reign tutelage they
have neither the {raini w t mﬂhl n aecessary to maintain
wrder and rule themselves, or 8 th their future progress, and for
the present can ounly be maintained under a strong foreign government or at
least foreign leading. They argue that the other small nations of the world
have been given the chance of self-determining their own future, Why
should not E’n-y also be given that upgurtunit_v and why should they be com-
pelled to remain subordinate to the Persian whom they detest and who are
no more capable of 1uling well and justly thun they are themselves? It is
useless to state that pledges given by the Powers to Persia preclude the pos-
sibility of our accepting the Kurdish ?]ea for heing brought under any other
form of government. The Kurds reply with truth that they are the people
most concerned and they have neither been consulted mor have, they been o
party to any such promises. There is little doubt that they will in the future
endeavour th assert these opinions by force of arms, and even now they are
in » state of partial rebellion. We are, however, debarred for the preseni
from considering the Persian Kurds ns o possible part of Kurdish con-
federacy.

With regard to the tracts immediately adjoining the northern borders of
“Irug and within the borders of the Turkish Vilayats of Baghdad and Mosul.
it is necessary to fake into considerntion the question of the security of ithe
British-protected Arab State. To do this we must find o well defined and
practical frontier. The Arabs and Kurds on the borderlund being largely
nomad and inter-mixed, it is impossible to adopt a purely ethnographieal
frontier, nor is it altogether necessary, for o large number of the Kurds on
the southern borders of Kurdistan have always looked towards Baghdad and
Mosul for trade and government, and their interests are more elosely bound
up with the south than with the hilly conntry to the north. The submontane
tracts of Sulaimanivah, Koi Sanjak, Erhil and the corresponding belt to
the west of the (ireater Zah are capable of considerable development under
a good government und through Erbil district lies one of the future railway
wontas #n Mawnl while it eonstitutes one of the most important granaries of
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within our sphere with regurd to their pust dealings with the Christians and
an announcement to that effect wus consequently made throughout the Kurdish
distriets of the Mosul Vilayat. This promised the complete wiping oui of
offences in the past and, subject to the restitution in clearly proved cases of
persons and immovable property. that there would be no inmed return of
stolen gouds. To set the minds of the Kurds North and West of this area
at ease and to let them draw their own conclusions as to our future poliey in
the event of our taking over the adwministration, Mnjor Noel was authorised
to announce that such was our policy in the Mosul Vilayat. It is to be hoped
that thi= announcement will go far towards removing the fears entertained
liy these northern Wurds of a vindietive poliey ¢ our part in the future.
The question of the future poliey to be adopied towards Kurdistan is one of
the greatest difficulty and requires the most careful consideration, nor can de-
finite steps be taken with regard to its formulation until the extent of the man-
dates given to individual nations at the Peare Conference are known and parti-
enlarly nntil some settled policy has been adopted towards Armenia for with
Armenia the future of the country is closely bound up. It must be reco
nised too that failure to deal adequately now with the Kurdish question will
leave a t sore thr ing for ever the peace of the middle east.
The Kurds, although up to recently little has been known of them in
Europe, are u virile and strongly marked race, much more so than any other in
these parts. Their numbers are considerable, while they are warlike and well
armed. Although as a whole given to blood feuds and robhery there is a strong
element among them desirous of settling down to the more wholesome pur
suits of agriculture and reproductioms. Given a sound policy towards them
now there are hopes that they may gradually turn into a decent and law-abid

ing community. If, however, an d policy is adopted from the start
there is little hope that they will ever be induced to abandon their present
life of rapine and bloodsh t ill remain a permanenf menace hoth

to each other and to their u ’E '

We must look upongthem 3s a nation with national though undeveloped
1eelings, for although t nreL inm-tﬁba] disputes they still take a
great pride in their commgn Kuzrdi igin. The fact that they have retain
ed their national individualit; customs unimpaired through the centurics
points to the vigour of their national existence. Their country, teo, or a large

art of it. is not devoid of ultural and mineral wealth. They should, there-

1 m

ore, have a future befo tion,
Although they are a ver, are a nation without leaders,
widely seattered, and at prefent:i able gf self-government. There is prac-
tically no edueation in the chu: and their tribal chiefs are for the most

part mere rustics with no outlool d little influence beyond the confines of
their own tribes. The few who have sett] d and acquired a foreign
polish and a wider outlogk$haye t orfeited their inflnence in
their own country, .

To leave Kurdistall to run itself in the absence of leaders and community
of thought is mvw it split up into a hundred waprifily tribes with no hope
of peace in the a menagce to all i niﬁ) ! The only hope for
the future appears e emﬁp@iﬂu or guidance, and the prob-
lem is to find some system wiffeh enkure n measure of law, ofder and
progress and which will at the same time, by being in accordance with the
national aspirations, he acceptable to the majority of the people.

It would probably be podsible to re-establish Turkish rule over the
country, but there is little doubt that sueh a rule would be unpopular with
nearly all the Kurds except such as see in a weak rule an opportunity for
unrestricted license or wﬁo regard it as the ome hope of escape from the
Armenian danger. Moreover, n Kurdistan under Turkish rule conld not fail
to be a hotbed of intrigue aud lawlessness, for the Turks are probably only
less incapable of Eorcming than are the Eurds themselves, At the same
time by re-establishing Kurdistan under Turkish rule we at once abandon all
hope of a permanent and peaceful settlement of the Armenian question.

Some form of British rule seems on the whole to afford the best chance
of a settled and prosperous country in the futwe. There is little doubt that,
apart from the misgivings aroused hy the Armenian menace, the British are
on the whole popular 'There are two ways in which British rule could he
established. Firstly hv a forcible occhpation of the country in sufficient
strength to overcome all opposition and fo leave no doubl in the minds of the
people that we intend to be obeyed, and to take the conntry under direct ad-
ministration. This wonld at once alienate the sympathics of the Kurdish
leaders and a large number of the people and would necessitate the continuous
employment of a foree in the country greater than anything we are likely to
have available for the purpose. At the same time this would divectly con-
fravene the principles on which peace is heing inangurated.

The other alternative is to establish an autonomous state under British
protection and guidance closely controlled by us through the matural Kur-
dish leaders. This seems fo be hoth feasible and in accordance with justice

and the aspirations of the people while it would render possible the ultimate
settlement of the Armenian question.
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In order to formulate a policy for the disposal of this area at the Peace
Conference and o srrange some suitable form of government for the coun-
try in the future it was ahsolutely necessary that the British Government
should be placed in the possession of first-hand information gathered on the
spot. With the object, therefore, di raising the veil and giscuvering the
{rue situation, with the concurrence of the Gencral Officer Commanding our
forces in Egypt, Major Noel was despatched early in April to Nisibin to get
in touch Witﬁ the trend of Kurdish opinion there. The following resumé of
the political situation is iounded on his reports coupled with such informa.
tion us is available from other sources,

There are two parties amongst the Kurds. Firstly, a definitely pro
Turkish party, which is on the whole fanatical, anti-British and supported
by pan-Islantic elements. There is probably no genuive liking for the Turks
on the part of the Kards as u whole, but varivus factors have combined to
drive them into the arms of the Turks.

Secondly. there is a pun-Kurdish party whose aim is complete Kurdish
independence. This party is not definitely anti-British, and with sympathe-
tie handling could, for the most part, doubtless, be won over to the British
cause. It 15, however, at present alienated from us by the same causes which
have led a lnrge number of Kurds to range themselves on the side of the
Turks.

At the conclusion of the armistice the general feeling in Northern Kur-
distan was undoubtedly pro-British, There were, however, various elements
working against us, nol from the suiiie motives and with the same ends in
view, but whose combined efforts wmounted to the same thing, a turning of
popular opinion agauinst us and increasing ppposition to the idea of British

rule or British guidance of agy ki

The promoters of t]n#-l} movement were many and varied.
First of all there were ghe fupporters of theWommittee of TUnion and Pro-
oress who, though beal in Wﬁ, stilh nursed a revengeful spirit and
were ready to adopt any Wneans (o, inérease our difficullies und to prevent the
spread of our influence. “Agui wire the Moslems and Kurds who had
taken part in, and profited by, Christian massacres in the past and who now
feared that if we took nve'thu country we would compel them to disgorge

their plunder and exact aration thei, past misdeeds. The Sharif's
agents, too, were workin w an and were, by playing on the
religious feelings of the o
Moreover, there was a strongech:
elsewhere who saw in an autono;
a weak Turkish rule, a fertilg field for the exploitation of their own interest
and who recognised that und#f o fai able British administration their
chances of personal grof offld t allowed to interfere with
the welfare and pro . #lie p g .

The chief weapon in the hands of the anti-Britisheelement was the fear,
general throug Lupdistan, of our eventual c]gl‘fn hip of the Armenian
cause against the o the“esiablishment of an
Armenian supremacy ovurﬁb grmu istan. Moreover, the vast
majority of the Kurds have guilty consciences and fear that, in any scheme
m\rolvini unishment for outrages in the past, they will not be held free from
blame while naturally they object to the surpender of their ill-gotten grains.

If the fear of reprisals, of restitution of stolen goods and of Armenian
supremacy over any important part of the Kurdish community were removed
there is little doubt that o large part of the pan-Kurdish and even of the pro-
Turkish party would be ready to range themselves definitely on our side, for
many of the more thinking population raf:ognise that under British tutelage
alone has Kurdistan any chance of eventual peace and progress on national
lines. The Kurds’ past experiences of official promises have, however, made
them deeply suspicious, and there would now undoubtedly be difficulty in pur-
suading them of the gennineness of a promise of amnesty.

One of the difficulties threatening the peaceful settlement of Kurdistan
is the delay in the final decision of the Peace Conference and the impossibility
therefore, for the present, of our making a definite pronouncement as to our
poliey in the country. The Kurd is quick-tempered, impatient and incapable
of controlling himself. He takes thought for to-day and not for to-morrow,
while slowness in adopting » definite policy he is apt to regard as the hesita-
tion born of weakness. Moreover, while we have no fixed and definite policy
our opponents have no cause for delay and can work immediately and whole-
heartedly for the end they have in view. the stirring of anti-Christian feeling
and the production of as strong an opposition as possible to any form of
Christian domination. At the same time current Greek and Italian action
in the middle east has raised a spirit unfavourable to the acceptance of the
tutelage of a Christian power.

It had long been held in ‘Iraq that no punishment was to be exacted and
no reparation demanded for misdoings under Turkish rule and at Turkish
instigation. It was decided, therefore, to extend this amnesty to the Kurds

ing th€ agrrandisement of their master.
f Eurdish grandees in Constantinople and
Eurdistan, either independent or under
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In Sulaimaniyah however. the situation was somewhat different. Here
for many years his family had reigned practically supreme, while, since his
appointment as Governor, he had consistently, by appointing his own friends
to the more important und remunerative posts, done all in his power to bolster
up his personal ambitions at the expense of good government and justice to
the people. Even here. however, his influence was ohviously on the wane.

The situation could not fail, however, to give rise to some anxiety for
it was recognised that his personal ambitions were such that they might impel
him to the most foolish measures to prevent the final decline of his power
while at the same time there was no doubt that he wus aware of what had
been occurring amongst the Goyan and was in communieation with the
centre of disaffection at Shegnakb. At the same time no reasonable forve was
available to combat disorder on a large scale, for the Kurdish levies,
although led by British officers, were still few in number, while it was known
that many of their Kurdish officers supported the Shaikh to whose influrnce
indeed many of them owed their appointments.

It was hoped, however, that nothing untoward would occur and that, by
gradually strengthening the administration and by eliminating undesirable
elements, his power would be gradually reduced till he slowly sank into a
position where he would be powerless for evil and that thus a state of political
gecurity would be attained.

At the present time it is difficult to obtain sccurate evidence of the events
which followed. It appears, however, that the Shaikh, feeling his power
departing from him, prepared a coug d'etat as v last desmerate resort to regain
the position which he felt he had lost. On the 22nd of May, therefore, he
organised a rising in which he drew his chief support fromm Kurds on the
Persian side of the frontier, notably from the Avroman and Merivan tribes
situated respectively about 40 miles seuth-east and east of Sulaimaniyah. He
obtained assistance too fmlﬂie immediately to the north and north-
east of the town and alsp-f; e ed rifi-mif of Sulaimaniyah itself.

The outbreak was den%ﬁﬁitﬁ ug.‘\'pected. The small foree of
levies on the spot were qickly defeated and dispersed and the political and
wilitary officers were confihe ouses, but do not appear to have been
maltreated in any way. One motor driver was, however, killed. Shaikh
Mahmoud at once assumed gwtire control of affairs, appointed his own Qaim-

'l

magam, seized all Gover teco and Jthe treasury, while telegraphic

communication with Kirk iatelfut. At the same time a convoy

proceedlnf from Kifri to Sglay h treasure, rifles and horses was
v his adherents and, d

captured

tless, Provided a welcome accession to his
strength.

Simultaneously with the, movement ngt Sulaimaniyah matters be-

n

came critical at Halelfja, May, stant Political Officer re-
ported that his gendagm, 3(1 3 e 26th Shaikh Mahmoud's
men took possession offlte* totvn, e an aeroplane which flew over was fired

on. Both townsmen and tribes were, however, in te of indecision and,
taking advanmmm with some adroitness, hb @ant Political Oficer
and his staff were erfal il\yit fieulfy ithdfaw to Khanigin.

It was at once obvious that ‘military action on a fairly large scale was
essential and concentration was at once ordered. So difficult, however, were
the problems counected with supply and with the safeguarding of the lines
of communication that up to the present no movement in strength forward of
Ch b has been possibl In spite, however, of this long delay, of a
rather severe reverse inflicted on a reconnaissance and of the cutting up by
the tribesmen of a motor convoy, all of which were doubtless magmﬁes by
rumour into severe defeats, the movement has shown little signs of spreadin
although, of course, there was some excitement at first gst the Kurdi
tribes, At the preseut time it is reported that Shaikh Mahmoud's following
has considerably diminished since the outbreak occurred, and that a number
of the tribesmen who assisted him in the first instance have returned to Persia

Offers of assistance against him have been received from several Kurdish
sources, the most important of these being from the powerful Jaf and Pizdher
tribes. E_vonts, therefore, have so far gone to show that the decline in Shaikh
Mahmoud's power is a very real one, for there is little doubt that on thess
tribes he was relying for his chief support, and the might well have been ex-
pected after the considerable apparent success whicﬁ he achieved in the begin-
ning to have definitely thrown in their lot with him

CHAPTER XI.

Povrricarn Srreatios v Kuroistax, Juxe, 1919,
x It is difficult to arrive at a just estimation of the political situation in
Northern and Central Kurdistan at this period, for conflicting rumours,
opposing propaganda and general unrest and disorder have all served te
obscure the truth and to prevent the true faslines nf +tho Fewde fomn. - oo
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1t was suggested, therefore, that military measures should al once be
undertaken in the shape of an expedition against the Goyan coupled with
the immediate occupation of Jezireh-ibn-Omar. The latter movement would
have attacked the toot of the evil at the last-named place and at Shernakk,
would have turned the worst of the ranges protecting the Goyan country and
finally have isolated that tribe from support.

The Goyan, however, were situated outside the administrative border of
the Mosul Vilayat and this, coupled with the difficulty of the country and
the lack of sup;{iaes, was held to outweigh the political necessity and preclude
the possibility of military action. It had been suigested that as the country
to the north of our administrative border was in_the area of Turkish occupa-
tion, the Turks might be called upon to take action against the offenders and
to arrange for the maintenance of order across the border in the future. It
was felt, however, that as the troubles on the frontier were ls.rgelg due to
Turkish intrigue intervention by them could hardly be expected to be either
whole-hearted or effective. It might, indeed, he distinctly dangerous, for
not only were the Turks in sympathy with the anti-British movement, but
the mere fact that we called upon them to act in the case of an offence against
us would demonstrate to the tribes, our milit weakness in the district and
our inability to protect vur own interests in the mountains of the frontier.
At the same time it was obviously undesirable to give our assent to anything
giving the appearance of supporting the re-establishment of Turkish supre-
macy in a district which we might wish shortly to bring under the control

of the British Government. —
Tt was decided, therefore, to veto the proposal for Turkish action in the
neighbourhood and, in the time 1 having b available,

ineffective owing to bad w ni difficulties of the country and the
results of our inaction soon themselves eyjdent in the spread of unrest,
the attack on a gendarme‘st n:ﬁ the ambushing of a military convoy, while

a bombing raid was arranged for hi way of reprisals. This, however, was

not only the Goyan, but offier t the néighbourhood began to assume a
defiant attitude.

We were forced, therefore, to continue bombing raids on a larger seale.
These were more successful, a number of direct hits were obtained on impli-

cated villages, and it was heavy, casualties had been inflicted.
The good results of this we andfhe atfitude of the tribes under-
went considerable improven L

O‘O i l s *

SuarkE MaEu D THE RISING IN SULAIMANTYAR ¥ A¥D JuxE, 1919,

It was now bectlﬂiﬁ ipcregsingly. eyident '@&u rn Kurdistan that
Shaikh Mahmoud's pow mémé to the future peace of the
country. He was not satisfied with the sphere allotted to him but by con-
tinuous intrigue strove to obtain a gwtion and a following far beyond any-
thing which was intended or desirable. He was not content to attend to his
duties as governor of Southern EKurdistan, but made continuous endeavours
to obtain a hold over and bring under his sway tribes as remote as Erbil and
other parts of the Mosul Division. He was known too to be in communica-
tion with the anti-foreign centre at Shernakh.

At the same time, as order increased and as the benefits of a sound ad-
ministration grew more obvious, the tribes became increasingly dissatisfied
with his rule. Tt was soon appareit, too, that a great many of those who ha

:cepted him in the first instance had done so, not from any liking or desire
for 18 rule, but from fear of his power and because his pm]-{mgan a had led
them to understand that the Britisﬁl were ready to insist on his Governorship
even by foree if necessary.

It was recognised, woreover, that too much power in the hands of a man
of his character, while it actually menaced the future peace of the country was
bound to lead to injustice and the oppression of the people. So soon, there-
fore, as it became obvious that only a certain section of the community really
wanted him as ruler, steps were taken to restrict his authority to that portion
of the community and to prevent his retaining an oppressiv: power over tribes
who neither supported nor desired his rule. Amongst others the important
Taf tribe were removed altogether from under him and an Assistant Political
Officer was posted to Halejba to deal with them direct.

As so0m as it became obvious that we had no intention of forcing*unwillin
elements to remain under his rule, his influence began to decline rapidly, and,
in gpite of the fact that wherever possible he had put his own supporters into
all important posts and of his feverish intrigues to increase his authority, it
became evident that, except in the immediate neighbourhood of Sulaimaniyah

L
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the iribes owing to the prestige of the Hritish showed themselves willing
peacefully to comply with our ideas, to avoid highway robbery and looting
and generally to Ee{nva better than might be expected considering the re-
moteness of any effective force.

In this district too difficulties were increased by the fact that it marches
with the area of the Turkish oceupation in the north-west, while to the north-
east is the Persian frontier of Aszerbaijan, which province was in a state of
complete chaos.

In Urmiab, and, indeed, throughout all Azerbaijan, the situation with re-
gard to Persian rule was one which could not fail to arouse grave misgivings
while serious disorders there were almost certain to be reflected in the areas
which were nominally under our control  Bo great was the confusion exist-
ing there. however, that it wus difficult in the extreme to arrive at a definite
conclusion as to what was actually occurring. There seemed to be little
doubt, however, that two main factors were reacting on the situation, firstly,
a feeling of intense hostility to the return of the Assyrians and Armenians,
fostered by some kind of Pan-Islamic movement centered on Tabriz, n_nd
probably stirred to a_certain extent by Persian officials, and secondly, an in-
tense dislike hv the Kurds of the emasculated Persian rule which was weak
in the extreme und quite incapable of producing any form of law and order.

In February a meeting was held by the majority of the more important
chiets on the Persian side of the border at which the question of a revolt
against Persian authority wus disewssed. Tt is believed that at this meet-
ing it was decided that such a revolt should take place, but it was first of all
necessary to wait and see what the attitude of the Powers was towards the
Persian Kurds and the repatriation of the Ar i But what

ut w the
decision actually arrived at i oubt that the state of the Kurds in
Azerbaijan is such that a re i eir Persian rulers is almost certain
15 fa
N

i en under gfffie form of European control

in the future unless Urn‘i
.

HAPTER IX,
w-
Usrest amonesRrif o WHE Mosvl HoRDER.
lo the meantime in the *nor est ¢orner of the Mosul Vilayat pro-
Turkish and anti-Christian prop: la began to meet with considerable suc-
cess, the position of the Christian villages between Zakho and Jesireh-ibn-
Omar became one of considérable e me cases anti-Christian
disturbances actually lage. , letters were intercepted
from Abdul Rahm #ehi f the Sherdakh Kurds, north-east of
Jezireh-ibn-Omay, urging the expulsion of foreigners,.and stating that the
movement had i‘/g port and recognisance °EQK @rﬁiuh Government
individhea a

-

whose efforts were mmittees in Con-
stantinople, Cairo and ap ing for an independent Kurdish
State. Turkish officers at the same time visited Shemsdinan with Turkish
pmp\a{gunda,lhut were coldly received, while one of them penetrated within
the Mosul Vilayat for the same object.

The local centres of the evil were undoubtedly Jezireh-ibn-Umar and
Shernakh, both of which have been noted for anti-Christian feeling in the
past and which were conveniently placed for any movement supported by the
Turks. The actual instruments were the Goyan, an unruly and turbulent
tribe situated for the most part just outside our administrative border to the
north of Zakho.

During the first week of April, Captain Peurson, Assistant Political
Utticer, Zakho, proceeded on u visit to this tribe to restore order and to make
arrangements for the safely of the Christian villages in the future. While
on this visit and actually in the company of certain of the Goyan chiefs he
was treacherously ambushed on the mareh under circumstonces which left
little doubt as to the complicity of some of his companions.

e need for firm action against the offenders was ut once apparent.
Wheu the original anti-Chyistian disturbances took place military action had
been asked for, as it was recognised that in dealing with uncivilised moun-
tain tribes trouble of this nature unless nipped in the bud is cxtremely liable
to ?msd. _Aeroplanes were, however, ut the time not available while it was
held that difficulties of communication precluded military action.

Now, however, with the murder of a British political officer, the need
for drastic action was increased beyond measure. During the latter part of
the Turkish regime, the Turks had not failed in the case of assaults on their
officials to take the most drastic measures. Under our rule this was the first
case which had oceurred and the tribes naturally lovked upon it as a test of
the vigour and strength of our government and as a measure of the extent
to which we could be defied with impunity.

\AY
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1t was explained to the people that the p 1 of the administration
was to be as far as possible Kurdish; Kurdish levies were to be organised
under Kurdish officers, while the Kurdish tongue was to be the official lan-
guage of Government. Laws would be modified to conform with local custom
and usage and the system of revenue collection and taxation devised to m'eet
the needs of the people. In the case of the tribes, custom and law as existing
would be wspecled and the recognised chiefs would be allowed to carry on the
tribal administration of their clansmen as heretofore.

As regards finance the country would have its own provincial budget and
the taxes collected would he devoted to the administration and development
of the country, but a contribution would be paid towards the expenses of the

rent administration at Baghdad. On the other hand the association with
gesnpotamiu would assure material advantages of great importance for edu-
eation, public works, agriculture and communications would all derive their
main inspiration and impetus from Baghdad.

Shaikh Muhwoud we had already recognised in so far as he was recog-
nised by the people. There was no intention of forcing his rule on reluctant
elements. He was himself as regards intellect and breadth of views a mere
child, but a child possessed of considerabile cunning and undoubtedly obsessed
with an overweening ambition.  Unfortunately, moreover, he was surround-
ed by a clasz of busybodies who filled his head with extravagant and silly
notions leading him to style himself ruler of all Eurdistan and encouraging
him to mingle in affairs far beyondthe border of the sphere allotted to him.

Yet with all his faults he was at the time a considerable political asset.
In Southern Kurdistan, for one who opposed his appointment there were
four others who welcomed it and this 1s a low proportion of dissentients in
a country where family ties i rcine feuds play so large a part.

To what extent the al 8 him was but mere lip service was
bard to say. In certainggases, particularly the tribes more remote from
Sulaimaniyah, it was pr b]vu vote ®ained as a result of the support
we were showing him, buljthe s#‘ * inctur remained that Shaikh Mahmoud
was a power in the land and & suc appointment was a distinet asset in
our dealings with the bulk of the tribes. But at the same time steps had to
be taken to prevent his i uce spreading to regions where it was unneces-

T ed ible menace to peace in the
n o ite ¥ even in Sulaimaniyah itself,
who preferred a direct Briti§h ratipn which, on the whole, could not

l o, ant dnd trading classes than any system
of indirect control based on Kur leadership.

T e C
R
CHAPTER VIII.

Wtﬂ{?\fv Ko h-@éﬂrQnE:%

Towards the end of December, Major Noel left Sulaimaniyah and toured
the districts to the west and north as far as Rowanduz introducing the Sulai-
maniyah system of government as he went, and political officers were posted
to Eoi Sanjak, Rania and Rowanduz. At each of these places order was
rapidly restored and the tribes quickly brought under our influence. They
all expressed their readiness to accept Shaikh Mahmoud as British repre-
sentative in Kurdistan, and were apparently ready and eager to join th
Kurdish confederacy. '

The district was found to be i a tearful state of starvation at Rowandus,
for successive waves of advancing Russians and Turks had reduced the coun-
try to abject desclation, while in the town itself out of an oriEinnl total of
some 2,000 houses only 60 remained standing. In the ing districts
too eultivation had for the last two years been completely stopped while the
ggpulatmn had been reduced by about 75 per cent. of its pre-war figure.

severe was the famine that in some districts the inhabitants were living
entirely on herbs and the few acorns which were left and had been con-
strained to devour cats and dogs and even in some cnses human flesh,

Steps were at once taken to deal with the famine, importations of grain
from Erbil were arranged, poor relief started while future agriculture was
encouraged and a measure of law and order secured.

. The question of br:inging the country north of Rowanduz under effec-
tive administration was found to be one of great difficulty, for although the
tribes and the population_are small, they are well armed and rent by bitter
aud rontinuous blood feuds, while the nature of the country being mountain-
ous and rugged in the extreme quite precludes the possibility of effentive
military action against offenders, for to send gendarmes into such a country
even in considerable force is merely to offer a bait to the tribes and to run
grave risk of a rehuff to which there is no effective reply. At the same time

YAA
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He hears, moreover, that we have 50,000 Christians in ‘Iraq waiting to
be returned through Eurdistan to their homes, and wild rumours are current
of the way the menfolk amongst these have been trained and armed, not only
with rifles, which he also possesses and with which he can cope, but with
artillery and machine-guns. He remembers too the destruction wrought by
these same Christians when they followed the Russian armies into Kurdistan
during the war, and he very naturally doubts to a certain extent our good
faith und much more our ability to restrain them from like action on their
return.

Feeling as he does on these points, realising that he is outclassed in the
more civilised methods of argument and persuasion, aud encouraged as he is
by Turkish and Pan-Islamic intrigue. it is not to be wondered at if he should
be ready to assert his claims in the one way in which he feels he has an ad-
vantage—by force of arms.

CHAPTER VII.

Snarks Mamoun axp SovTHERY KURDISTAN,

In Sulaimaniyah by the end of December doubis were beginning to arise
as to the wisdom of allowing the power of Shaikh Mahmoud to increase to
too great an extent. Iis past recard in Turkish times was not one to in-
spire confidence. He had heen continuously in revolt against Turkish rule,
and at the same time in certain quarters it was whispered that under the
Turks the people in Sulaimaniyah had suffered even more from the tyranny
of their own chiefs and the Saiyids tﬁey had from the Turkish officials.

But apart from any q 5 previous records of the family the

uestion with which we wegre now faced was lﬁuf practical politics, The in-

uence of Shaikh Mahm un exL and it was now perhaps even
stronger than of old. hout the full measure of co-operation and assist-
ance which he was then givin s 1 uld have been necessary to bring in
a strong garrison which at the time was out of the question. From the poli-
tical point of view, too, it of great importance that we should maintain
order in the area and at # Whnu void the appearance of using

force for this purpose.

We were charged with the dat of an independent Southern
Kurdistan under British auspifes, owing to the l:uau’.'kwarsl and undeveloped
state of the country, the lack of municati and the di i of the

tribes, we were forced to workfrom severa s.and to endeavour to form as
it were oases of order fmd%unity, r ter date the task of co-
ordination with a viey to o;.lal s It was manifestly impos-
sible to treat such oa ¢dpt as integral parts of our general administration

in Mesopotamiay and moreover, for reasons of futugc inistration, it was
niséd,

obviously nec encourage the local Kurd clusively to Meso-
potamia for inspiratio m o w Y however, that the
prospect of any connection 'w eb e was Likely to prove distasteful
to_a considerable section of the ardent nationalists as well as the mountain
tribesmen. It was only a few of the more enlightened members of the com-
munity who had the necessary perspective to see that connection with Baghdad
was the most solid guarantee for materinl progress and development which
alone was the true foundation for autonomy.

Under these circumstances we were forced to disappoint the expectations
of many, and we were faced by the nonme too easy task of persuading the
leaders of the people as a whole, to accept the prospects of a long period of
tutelagls and probation. Above all it was necessary to prevent at all costs
an outhreak of anarchy or opposition even at the expense of extending our
favour and su]I!Jp‘ort to individuals whose ideas were not aliogether in con-
sonance with British ideas of equity and justice.

It was hard to tell how far a national movement for independence existed
and how far it was an artificial product of the personal ambitions of the
Eurdish leaders who doubtless saw in Kurdish autonomy an unequalled oppor-
tunity of furthering their own advancement. At the same time in Sulai-
maniyah such a movement was undoubtedly strong and had to be kept in
check by continual reminders that H.B.M.'s Government, if it accepted the
responsibility for Kurdistan, did so only on the strict understanding that the
people and those whom they chose as their leaders, would conform to the
regulations and‘pngmples requisite for the maintenance of order, the ad-
ministration of justice and the assurance of progress and development. To
many independence merely meant independence of all restraint and law and
the freedom to indulge in unrestricted rapine and licence.

On the other hand a connection with Baghdad was dictated by the inexor-
able logic of geography and was further a matter of everyday convenience if
not of necessity. There was no reason why it should interfere with the de-
velopment of the country on national lines.

VAA
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In the last-numed place the Eurds had no direct interest in the Armenian
question. Armenia and even Urmiah are remote in the extreme, while the
local Christian community is small and only exists in the larger towns. The
only difficulties to be feared, therefore, were those arising from the ordinary
dislike of the Kurds for law and order and from the personal ambitions of the
Kurdish leaders. In Mosul urea on the other hand there are large Christian
communities in the towns as well as numerous Christian \'ﬂlnggs on Iand
across the Kurdish border, while Armenia and the partially Christiau regions
in the neighbourhood of Bitlis, Van and even Urmiah are in com tively
close touch with Mosul and the districts on the Mosul border. The Eurds
here, therefore, have a much greater and more direct interest in the Armenian
question. Moreover, just beyond the frontier the country was still in oceupa-
tion by the Turks, some of whose officials were tm‘liy too ready to spread anti-
Christian propagand gst the credul Kurds and 1o afford a base and
a background for all kinds of Anti-British intrigue. Furthermore, while in
Sulaimaniyah it was possible to introduce an administration of a puyely Kur-
dish type and to utilise only Kurdish officials for this purpose, in Mosul the
mixed nature of the population made necessury the employment of a large
number of Arabs, Malcontents were not wanting to play upon the Kurdish
national feeling by pointing out that the Kurds were being subjected to a
hateful Arab administration. K

At this period too French propaganda in Mosul was giving rise to some
\Dl.%_ea_amm' It took two forms. In the first place it pointed out to the

A ristians thal, whereas i the eyes of the British all religions were equal,
the French had always liad the réputation of supporling a Christian supre-
maey even if the Christians were in a minoritv, that in the event of the French
taking over the country the leadership by the Christian community was as-
sured and that hence it behoved then {o ask for French protection. Secondly,

it bruited abroad amongst oslgm®ghat the French were shortly coming
-and {hat British rule was ¢ te ary wégsure rendered necessary by the
needs of the moment anggonly intended fo tide bver the time until the French

would arri L ' o
/—Tl%sgur;?umil}' gave W of insecurity throughout the Moslem
community. Any feeling ofimpefing change in the government of
A- a country is bound to give rise to uneasiness on the part of the subject,
while he is moreover doubtfal of how far it is wise to commit himself to the

right

acceptance of a governm Iiig), put anfpnoment be withdrawn to make
room for another and pre§uihal ostilef@he. From his experience and
tradition every ()rl'enln{, Iy, wos thih no two nations can be genuinely
friendly to each other except ¥ sofffir as the situation at the moment demands.
French methods and the universa®Baench attitude towards Islam now appear-
ed as a real and imminent danger to the 1e§ns who imagined themselves

on the verge of being subj fad to a hated Christian domina-
{ion in spite of theirgbel in’h & i
the uneasiness of th “oave ® hand

All this tended to increase
intrigue and generally tended to make the iribes doﬁful of the altitude

to pré-Turkish and Pan-Islamic
which thev sh opt towards us.

Of all the qu%?n : 'tmi&‘.‘l of the Armenians
and other Christians is"h¥ -f?f éﬁ Miirdlt of solution. Tere we are
faced with the problem of two definite nationalities, each having equal rights
to live in the same tract of country, each opposed to the nther by religion,
raining and tradition, and each suffering from recent wounds still sore, un-
healed and inflamed by the methods of tlie Turks during and previous to the
war.

From the point of view of the Armenian, the Kurd is o brutal murderer,
who has for years been the instrument of Turkish massacre and oppression.
From the point of view of the Kurd, the Armenian is a double-faced linr of
superior cunning, far inferior in the military qualities which alone he Lolds
in respect, but who now, judging by the reception accorded to Armenian
claims in Europe, is about to be given on religious grounds far more sym-
pathetic treatment than the Kurd, and who, the latter fears, may be placed
in a ruling capacity over a large part of the Kurdish community.

The Kurd feels that he is inarticulate and incapable of taking part in o

contest of wits or of words. while on religions grounds le fears that in a
world of vietorious Christianity he eannot expect to receive either srmpathy
or justice.
. This fear is accentuated by Armenian boasting and by unrestrained and
1gnorant falk in I';urnpc of grandiose schemes for an Armenian state in the
future, a state which the Kurd feels can only be fonnded at his expense and
iy the subjngation of a large part of Kurdistan to the Avmenian, He feels {on
that he has got at least an equal right to have his nationality recognised, for
his numbers are greater. and as a race he is more virile.  Moreover, he is
deeply afraid that reparation and punishment for past crimes will he demand-
ed from him and he feels that, although he was the immediate instrament of
these crimes, vel the greater blame should le laid at the door of the Turk who
used him for his own ends in dealing with fhe Armenian question in the past
and without whose sinister influence Kurds and Armenians would have lived,
if mot happily, at least comparatively peacefully torether.
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of merchandise, not only to cope with the immediate danger of famine, but
sufficient to allow to a czrtain extent the immediate rekuf?i trade. At the
same time the religions wants of the peoplea were not ns%zci.ed, arrangements
were made for the repair of the tgrmmpnl mosques at Government expense,
while a grant was made to allow the carrying out of religious observances.

While coping with famine and encouraging a revival of trade, however,
the extension of our infl and the establishment of law and order over the
surrounding tribes was not neglected and it soon became clear that our sug-
gestion of ** Kurdistan for the Kurds *’ under British protection was achiev-
ing great poFu]arity, and shortly all the neighbouring tribes hed shown

dent signs of their wish to join the Kuégish oun‘feﬂerm.' . -
On December 1st, v 3 pgc‘i:-r-rrstt—fo Sulaimuniyah f(-),ov\-.r

m‘:l' cof chiefs of southern Kurdistan ineludinssepresentuireesof Kurdish-tribes-dom-
4"»“ s -7 ciled—i i Sakiz and-Avromas- Je had several long con-
e versations with Shaikh Mahmoud and explained the political situation so far
as it concerned them to the ussembled cgiefa. e found that the national
movement was strong in Eurdistan. 'I'he Kurds had suffered alike from Rus-
sian and Turkish mwetbods and, while there was an ahsolute unanimity amongst
them as to their firm intention to resist to the last any attempt on the part
of the European Powers to allow the Turks to return, there was a general
recoghition of the need of British protection if they were to frosper in the
future. There was, however, hesitation on the part of some of the chiefs as
to the wisdom of placing Kurdistan under effective British administration,
while others claimed that Kurdistafmrust be separated from ‘Iraq and be run
direct from London which in their eyes had now replaced Constantinople.

fter some discussion a document was drawn up to the effect that:

.B.M.'s Government huxing unced that their intention in the war
was the liberation of the #ﬂ ﬁls from Turkish oppression and the
grant of assistance to the the establishm®nt of their imndependence, the
chiefs, as the representatifes of

ple ofpfurdistan. have asked H.B.M.’s

Government to accept tham also British protection and to attach them
to ‘Iraq so that they migh' p%ved of the benefits of that tion,
and they requested the Civil Comm of M tamia to send them a
representative with the necgssary assistance to e_.naﬁlle the Eurdish eﬂ:le
M.s

f
under British auspices to peacefull civilised lines. If H.
{Government extended its 8 d fﬁon to them they undertook

to accept H.B.M.'s orders

7[ In return the Civil Comtini er ed a document stating that any
¢~ Kurdish tribe from the Greater Z&bato the Diyalab (other than those in Per.

fL sian Territory) who of their own free will pted the leadership of Shaikh
Mahmoud, would be allowed ‘to do #, hatdthe latter would have our
moral support in cont iz Yhe / ebalf of the British Gov-
ernment whose ord obey. Thé iribes and townspeople in

the Kifri and Kirkuk divisions were not willing come under Shaikh
Mahmoud and ter agreed not to insist unﬁ fi lusion.

It was explain i airdish tribes in Persia that
our public engagements preel mf agreeing to their inclusion in the
South Kurdistan confederacy under British protection and that they must
remain loyal Persian subjects, keeping, of course, on friendly terms with the
cu}gfn}dmhon. They acrepted the position cheerfully and, on the whole, with
relief.

Shaikh Mahmoud further asked for British officers for all Government
-departments including officers for Kurdish levies, stipulating only that the

/;gtmlmme staff should wherever possible be Kurdish and not Arab.

CHAPTER VI

Kurpisn Arrares 1x MoStrL AXD THE ARMENTAY Questiox.

Meanwhile in the Mosul division the work of organisation and the intro-
duction of Law‘antl order were proceeding apace under the able and ener tic
leadership of Col. Leachman, At first hie suffered some embarrassment from
the knowledge that Hosu'l might finally fall within the ¥rench sphere of in-
fluence, butﬁ on the realisation of the close community of interests between
Mosul and Baghdad, and the apparent readiness of our Allies in consequence
to abandon their claims in this region, it became possible to adopt the same
administrative system as was already iu force in the Baghdad Vilayat.

As soon, therefore. as the cenfral part of the district had been organi
officers were despatched to Akra and E;kho to get into tnuo!;hﬁtlloﬁrd?:l?
tribes on that frontier. Here, however, dealings with the Kurds were much
more diffieult than in the southern districts near Sulaimaniyah,
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and the consequent measures which would have to be undertaken to separate
out the Armenian and Kurdish communities, for obviously no permanent
peace could be expected where Kurdish and Armenian communities remain-
ed mixed with each other.

As the Kurds were numerically the stronger party it was obviously neces-
sary first of all to obtain a sufficient control over them, There were two ways
in which this could be done, either by occupying the country with a sufficient
military force to overcome any opposition which might be offered or by ob-
taining by political means, such influence with them that they could finally

t to assent to the repatriation of the Armenians and even to assist in it,
Military occupation of the country was quite out of the question for, even
after the defeat of the Turks, supply and other difficulties combined to make
it impossible even to occupy with a garrison a point so near at hand and so
important_politically to us as Sulaimaniyah. The alternative of adoptin
purely political methods had, therefore, to be adopted, and it was realise
that ihe best means to that end was the exploiting of the perfectly legitimate
feeling of Kurdish nationality which had long been making itself evident
tlam,:ngst the Southern Kurdish tribes with whom we had so far been in con-
act.

CHAPTER V

Masor Noet's Missiox 1o Svraniavivan axp SouTHERY KUrDIsTax.

The instructions givi M Noel in Lis mission to Sulaimaniyah
were therefore as follows: :

“ You have been poing{ Q]iticsl‘alﬁccr, Kirkuk Division, with
effect from November . pr T @ . . The Kirkuk
division extends from t IH:(. the Diyalah and north-east to the
Turco-Persian frontier.  1t*forms part of the Mosul Vilayat, the ultimate

disposal of which is under tlle consideration of H.M.’s Government.

For the vreseat it it be consid s falling within the sphere of
military occupation and a 5t Of thdforce, and you sfivula proceec
on this assumption in your dgali 1 chiefs, bearing in mind that
it is improbable that the milifuy Buthori will see their way to detach
troops permanently to Sulaimaniyal to other places east of our present line.

It should be your object to arrgnge with local chiefs for the restoration and
maintenance of order in,aregs tutside gbe di of jour military occupation,
for the exclusion and su :.juf n for_the supply of com-

gpsad Y authorised to ineur such expendi-

modities needed by oul 1 X X
ture as may be necessary to this end, subject to previous authority where
racticable in ¢ { large sums and on the under; ing, whieh should
e made clear to th ipls,, that any arra mpg yod)may make are of
necessity provisional and¥whje Fm@tféuh at any time. You are
nuthnriacfto appoint Shaikh Malinio & gur representative in Sulaimaniyah
should you consider this expedient and to make other appointments of this
nature at Chamchamal, Halebja, efc., at your discretion. * % * ¢
Tt should be explained to the tribal chiefs with whom you enter into rela-
tions that there is no intention of imposing upon them an administration
foreign to their habits and desires. ribal leaders will be encouraged to
form a confederation for the setilement of their public affairs under the
guidance of the British Political officers. They will be called upon to con-
tinue to pay the taxes legally due from them under Turkish law, modified as
may be found necessary for purpose connected with the mointenance of order
and the development of their country.”
On Major Noel's arrival at Sulaimaniyah he at once proceeded to give
effect to these instructions and to introduce into the country a temporary
system of government which would be acceptable to the pecﬂ)le and satisfy
eir aspirations for a Kurdish administration. Shaikh Mahmoud was ap-
ointed Governor of the district and for each of the minor sub-divisions,
urdish officials were a%pninteﬂ to work under the guidance of the British
political officers. At the same time wherever possible Turkish and Arab
officials were at once removed and replaced by natives of Kurdistan, while
the Turkish officers and troops in the town were evacuated to Baghdad. The
system adopted was practically a fendal one, making each chief responsible
for the correct government of his nwn tribe and recognising the tribal chief
as a duly appointed Government official, the whole being controlled and ad-
vised by British officers.
One of the first necessities was to deal with the want and famine in the
country, for under the Turkish regime a large part of the town had fallen
into ruin, trade had been for a long time at a complete standstill, while the
surrounding country was impoverished and famine-stricken to the last degree.
Arrangements were at once made to import foodstuffs, seed grain and articles
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pointed out that with Kwidistan iu the hands of the ](m-d.{:‘:uul freed {rom
tire wenk nnd partiul govermmeut of the Persians in Azerbaijun, the ditficult
Armenian question could ke setiled amicably with the good offices of the Iri-
tish Government.

Tie views of Generul Sherif Pasha given at an interview with Sir Pesey
Cox in June, 1918, may be fuirly taken as representing the opinion of the
aore educated and enlightened, though Europeanised, members of the Kurd-
ixh community previous to the period when it was obvious that Germuny and
her allies weie dovmed to complete defeat, #Although lie hud been ahsent

Foim ¥t since Doy hood and hence was not in a position to give advice
on purely local affairs, he was at the same time deeply interested in the
future of Southern Kurdistan, e had, & L ~viomsty
wuffered Lia services to thed - : i
with—#he-Kurds, but his offer had been refused ek T
ness at the time witheal e totmith— o L
i i i —Sow—bewever—HresTtmatioT—tmr=com-
pletely o We had heen 1n Gteupation v &
¥ n e were holding 'Ir‘" ferthe—sotinrtwe + d-to-be-deuply

g 2 stan. Hewossidered thal Hwas
«'F—Hrrﬂ'm(r—iﬂqsﬂmmﬂwt we should tuke constructive steps to rally the
Kurds 25 a whole, and to this end it was imporiant that we should make an an-
nouncement of our intended poliey with regard to them. At the time he only

pretended to discuss affuirs of Sonthern Kurdistan, with which alone he was
connected by his ties of birth. ——

What he considered feasible, and what he hoped, was that we shonld
give the Kurds of Southern Kurdistan guarantees of autonomy under our
protective aegis. Eulightened Kurdg fully realised that under no Govern-
ment conld this be achieved 11 Mnr Great Britoin, and of necessity
they must look to us for o lo e toccone fop sesistanee with perswsunel to
control the nd‘minislrntiu“ In ilml-t his ide@ was that we bhnul-l)d parsue a

f

policy in regard to the Kiids | ¥ unalofens io that which we had an-
nounced our intention of l::pr epse of the Arabs of Mesopotamia
while he suggested Mosul as b und®ultedly the most snituble centre for
snch an administration.

He went on to urge ] iporianee of m
the Pence Conferonce witl QLY ramshi pli
winistration. It would, in he v to let matters drift or leave
them indeterininate until the' Peh nferphce. Both in the cose of Meso-

tamia proper and of Southern istnn we ought to be ahle to say at the
eace Conference: °° Here wq are in oceupation of these regions: we have
all along announced that we Wad no imtes, of*mpaking annexations, but
during our occupation ﬂme@ effective administration
whieh is clearly to the! n the 1nterests of the local nationnlilips.c

P +

and in these mtelests it 15 very necessary that we should remain in control.

In October, W wrther communication frg ‘ﬁ%as received point-
ing out that the sifu! h’d m gﬂn" v clrfnged owing to the
fostering by the Turks of th hlz é« the Armenians and Kurds. The
task now wos to reconcile the two races, the Mahomedans in a large majority
and ths Armenians in a strong minority, both having an equal right to inLabit
the same country. For the purpose of establishing a husis of reconciliation
he considered a committee should he zet up in London and he suggested its
immediate formation under the auspives (:1 the British Government first in
Mesopotamia and afterwards in Kurdistan.

Ling good now and coming to
the shape of a wor].-.inﬁ‘ ad-

It was obvious, however, that Sharif Pasha was not in sufficiently close
toueh with problems counected wiili Kurdistan as o whole for his opinion to
be accorded very much weight; for he was a naiive of Southern Kurdistan
far removed from any direct inlevest in the Armenian guestion and even
{rom Southern Kurdistan be had heen ubsent from boyhood.

At the same fime the fact that the Armenian question was the most diffi-
cult and involved of the meny problems affecting owr future relations with
Kurdistan, was fully realised and every effort was made to start with a policy
which would make as easy as possible, ihe final reconcilistion of the con-
flicting interests of the Kurds and the Armenians. Tt was clearly understood
too that there lay faults on both sides in the past, though perhaps the greater
stress had so far been luid on the misdeings of the Kurds. Tt was felt, how-
cver, that the only way of arriving at a final pacification of the hatred, arti-
ficially fostered, no donbt 10 a certain extent as it was by the Turks, lay in re-
garding the Kurds, with the Armenians, as being definite nationalities each
having equal moral rights to fair and sympathetic treatment in the future.

The general feeling in Burope appeared to be in favour of establishing
an Armenian State in the northern regions where lav the home of the greater
bulk of the Armenian people. In order to make the foundation of such a
State possible it naturally followed that some way must first be found of con-
trolling the Kurds to such an extent that they would not resist its formation
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Jot with them. The Avroman, however, remaiued consistently Lostile to the
Furks and the latter were compelled to undertake operations aguinst them,
without however obtaining any decisive results.

Ad this period the situation in Northern Persia was distineily It'n\'f;urahle
to the Lurks, and hud they started a resolute offensive tiere is lnitle dnpk{l.
that they could have achieved a certain measure of success. Supply dith-
culiies, however, and the want of initiative of their communders delayed
matters until the opportunity had vanished, for before long the complete
destruction of their armies in Palestine compelled them to hurry off every
available man to protect vital points nearer home.

With the news of the changed situation in the Western front, the deci
sive victory in Palestine and the consequent reduction of the Turkish armies
throughout the east, the aititude of the Kurds naturally improved towards
us, while the resumption of vur advance both on the Tigris and the Kirkuk
line at once put us in 4 dominant position with regard to Southern Kurdistan.

The overwhelming victories of General Allenby in Palestine had at
once relieved the pressure against our forces in Persia und the moment be-
came ripe for an offensive against the Turkish forces :sposmg us in Meso-
potamio. The general plan of the operatious consisted of an advance iw
strength up the Tigris towards Mosul while a smaller column moved for-
ward from Kifri with a view {o operating fowards Altun Keupri and pre-
venting uny forces in that direction from joining in the defence against
the main force on the Tigris. On Uctoher 25th, the novthern force enter-
ed Kirkuk, while by the following iy the Twikish forces on the Tigris
were surrounded by a wide tnrming wovement and were cut off from their
line of retrent and from Turkish headyuarters in Mosul. Dwming the fol-
lowing few days the Turks made efforis to break out from the encireling
net, but by the 30th Octo i tion had obviously become hopeless
and the whole forces on t fris We urr%.‘dered. In the meantime the
column from Kifri hudgadvanced in spite gf being opposed by superior
forces and had driven ir Mfs ey the Lesser Zab st Altun
Keupri, the Turks retird mrhil. On the 1st of Novemher, the
news of the Armistice was re#ived, ¥ force was pushed on to occupy and
preserve order in Mosul and by the 10th of November the whole of the
Mosul Vilayat was clear of urkish troops.

1}

As soon as it becs gl ol wition completely  dominated
the situation in Southern (B urdi polifiFal arrangements were made fo
obtain control over the Ky u o _obtfin 4 measure of law and order in
Eurdistan. Troops could not b de available for this purpose owing to
supp}{ difficulties, and it was r {sed that the orgunisation of Kurdi *av

would have to be undertaken’hy purely cal means.
For this purpos i Jne fith 8 wission to Sulai-
maniyah at which p g adfriv the mididle of November and was, as

the representative of fhe victorious British, accorded a Royal reception.

Before dealing [mith the instructions given him it i %:mry briefly te re-
view the general%a Ws %(F:_; al%ﬂd @x;u ovements vescting

on them.

CHAPYER IV.
Kvrmisn Nartovar Movemest axp Ovr Artirooe Towarps ot

. We have already referred to the fact that so long ago as the constitu-
tion of the new regime in Turkey, o movement in favour of national zuto-
nomy had been gradually rising omongst the Kurds. Our treatment of
the Arabs and our proclamations to them promising them at least a generpus
share in the government of their country all tended to induce the more edu-
cated Kurds to adopt a national trend of thought. while the complete destrue-
tion of Turkish rule made it appear as though the opportunity for asserting
these ideus hud now arrived.

External forces were not wanting too to encourage these hopes. The
recognition of the King of Hejaz and the exalted treatment he received from
the British Government undoubtedly encouraged amongst the educated the
hope that we were pmigred at least to give the Kurds a separate nationality
under our auspices, while various societies were formed at points ontsude
Kurdistan and by Kurds who had long been resident in wore enlightened
countries with a view to fostering a national feeling.

So long ago as July, 1918, certain Kurdish chiefs in Persian Eurdistan
were dm‘(lzus}.]sm uestions of an Independent qu:distnn under British aus-
Pices and the Mukri, an important tribe in the Sauj Bulak district, suggest.
ed this to H.B.M.’s Consul at Kermanshah when oJu a tour near Snki.:’zaud
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at its head, while it was defermined to adopt a policy of complete friendli-
uess to the British, TLetters were received from Shaikh Mahmond as head of
this Government claiming to represent the views of all the Kurds in the dis-
triet and even beyond the fronfier as far as Sennah, offering either to hand
over the reins of Government to us or to carry on as our representative under
our protection. He wrote that the people of Kurdistan were delighted
with our suceesses, that Kurdisten was now freed from despotism and hoped
to be allowed 1o prosper nuder our rule as ‘Trug had done. The Kurds, more-
uver, expressed themselves us completely confident that having m-l:n'ed at
last we would uot Jeave them in the lurel by abandoving them to the Turk.

Unfortunately circumstanees prevented us from takiog advantage to the
full of the excellent political ouilook, and we were compelled by considera-
tions quite apart from the local situation to adopt a policy completely opposed
to our local interests snd in spite of their protests temporarily to abandon the
Sulaimaniyal Kurds to our enemies,

The situation in the Caveasns brought about by the breakup of Russia
had Jong been giving the Imperial Government grave cause for anxiety, und
a mission under General Dunsterville had in eerly spring been despuatched
wia Kermanshal and Hamadan to that region. It now became necessary to
follow this up with military sapport. The authorities in_this country were
very averse to incressing our commitments on the Persian line, but
the necessities of the situstion were held to oniweigh loeal econsidera-
fions.  In cousequence so leavy a strain was placed on_ the trans-
port of the furce that it beeame impossible to make proper provision for the
vequirements of onr forees in Pe and al the same time to hold wll “our
advaneed positions in Mesopotamia.  Kirkuk had, therefure, perforce fo he
abandoned, in spite of the many and grave political disadvantages of n retire-

ment particnlarly with vegard to gur relations with those Kurds who had
shown themselves frir-ud]_\mmh would in consequence be in danger
of yetaliation un the retur @ 5. 4

As soun as_pussih]e“tﬂ‘ 1k Lgi:i:m Iha'ﬁnndnn Kirkuk war made final
113 |

il was communieated to We K ilies iorder that they should he so far

us possible prepared for \UHL It wus pointed out to them that

although we proposed leavire Kirkuk for the hot weather we would soon

return, and that at Kiilri and Tuz we were nenrdmough to. give them u‘{m]p.-u-

sure of support. Shaikh nioml was appainted our representative at Sulai-
"ﬁ

maniyab aud a proclama 1 it s drawn up ready for despateh.
but the re-appearance of o gy st Turkish forees at Sulaimaniyah
prevented our issuing it, leSt it shGuld enffinger him with the Turk.

The Turks on their re-ocen n of Sulaimaniyah at once put the town
nnder martial law and ]"I‘OCE;]G(] to exact rebyibution from those who had be-

friended us, while Shajkh M&Bmoud ma sgofle prigoner and carried to Kirkul.
Here, however, lie wis Iy fré

5 shortly set free und allowed
1o return to Sulaim:

The Turks at this time were able to muke great political capital out of
the German s‘l‘w;pvud the Allied retiremen Tt Western front. The
‘Turkish commander|, d%“ : Bxﬁ‘n_n titwde 1owards the tribes
which bore good fruit amd. m |€’ concile them temporarily to the
Curk. All this coupled with the distrust_engendered by our evacuation of

Kirkuk and apparent desertion of our friemils, turned the pulitical scales for
the {ime heing against us.

-

Attempts were made by us to raise a corps of levies from the Kurds to
the north-west of Khonigin with & view to oceupying Halebja and harassing
the Turks towards Sulaimaniyah, but this scheme failed owing to the uneasi-
ness produced by our evacuation of Kirkuk,

During the summer the Turks were advertising with & great flourish of
trumpets an offensive against our forces in Persia, and they actually defeated
und drove vut the Armenians, Assyriaus and Nestorisns from the Urmia dis-
trict, Our attempts wt affording assistance fo these with ammunition and
rifies were too late, for, by the time our mission was able to get in touch with
them they were already beaten und their retreat had turned into a rout.
During their retirement from Urmia to Hamadan they were severely haras-
sed by the Kurds, and not withont reason, for, during their retirement, thev
had wherever possible looted the tribal country {hrough which they passed
und committed ull kinds of excesses.

_ Their retirement was shortly followed by a Turkish advance on {he
Mianeh, Bijar and Sennah lines and the Turks openly boasted that they were
going to drive the English out of Persia. Our position was for the time by no
means an easy one in Persia, for we had an enormously long and vulnerable
line of cowmunication towards the flank of which the Turk was advancing
while in Persian Kurdistan through which lay two of his possible routes we
were only represented by two weak columns at Sennah and Bijar. All this tend-
ed to increase the uneasiness of the Kurdish tribes and helped to deter them
tfrom openly assisting us. The Turks at this tine were able to raise a certain
number of Kurdish cavalry to serve against us in Northern Persia, while
certain small {ribes, such as the Merivan, were constrained to throw in their
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there.  The smaller trites south of Kifri :egon to emigrate towards Man-
Aali, Badrah, the Qara Dagh and Shaikhan. They had hidden their grain-
stocks in the low hills and found themsclves compelled either o reveal them
or starve while their horsemen had joined the Daud Shaikh Tlamid The
Tandi and Talabani who are elosely aliind were strong enongh to keap open
their grain stores without fear of the Turks.

We got into touch with Shaikl Hamid aud the other chiefs towards the
end of September and learned from them that ihey had been able to resist
all the Turkish demands for supplies and would continue to do so as long as
there was any hope of our being able to come to their aid. All thmrr .ﬂncks
had been sent north towards the Zal so as to be out of reach of the Turks.
The latter had responded by meting out very harsh treaiment to the people
of Qizil Robat and Khaniq]m. several leading men including o member of «
distinguished family of Sulaimaniyah having been executed.

It will be seen from the preceding puragraphs that the problems which
had to be faced were of great difficnlty, for, althongh the Kurds cordially
disliked the Turks and were apparently reawldy to throw in their lot with us,
we were precluded by the militury sspects of the situation from taking ad-
vantage of this, while our Allics, the Russians, in addition to their usnal lack
of sympathy for the inhabitunts of the country were at this lime without
dizeipline and without any intercst in the future of the conulry which might
lisve made it worth their while to take steps to secure the goodwill of the
inhabitants.

—

Aﬁ II1.

Brphrtoxs ©e 1o rur ERMISTICE.

The defeat of the 1'!‘\1 L el Allethy at Gaza in antwmn aud the

consequent sbandonment o t jegicd Turko-German offensive in Meso-

wiamia greatly strengthened our military position in this country. It no

me:r remaiuved necessary to keep the force closely coneentrated in order to
&

meet o possible Turkish a ce, and_as a cgnsequence it hecams possible io
puy more attention to the OV tl litical situation on our north-
ern Lorder.  Moreover, Gagm intrigues in Persia began to

he higher command to be pre-

i i
J'ur]
ussumne serious proportions agd’ le g
pared for evenmtual action in th irection. anigin was consequently
ovenpied in Decereber and n British political pfficer was despatched there to
.

{ake over the control of trikal*affan
As a result of the s ﬁc ﬁ; . ish occupations food Bllg-
plies were very short of4he | ation only ‘about one-third remained.

Our arrival wag however hailed with relief, and the ple almost at once
began to rel,urli’vi‘ re was ut this period a gﬁ;{@ of distress, while
owing to our being 1111 Ao gudr; il t eccupation it was not
found possible to give the d@mﬁeﬁﬁawiﬂanm to cultivation, lest
the erops should afterwards fall into the hands of the Turks. Meanwhile,
{lie tribes living to the north snd north-east of the town were still in a turbu-
lant condition and, ruiding the roads, made the entry of supnlies difficult.

The good effects of our occupation were, however, not long in making
themselves felt,  As confidence was restored foodstuffs began to enter the
lown more freely, while our representative was able to effect a considerable
reduction in the supplies reaching the Turks from the neighbourhood of the
Digalah Valley to the north and west of the town.

The Siojabis, however, enconraged by skilful German ageats and Ger-
man propaganda, remained obdurate and eventually it became necessary to
mudertake operations against them. These were carried out with the help of
eonsiderable numbers of auxiliaries from other tribes and were completely
suecessful.  The tribe was reduced to a state of complete impotence zm?i
their influential chief Ali Akbur Kban was compelled to flee from the neigh-
honrhood.

Early in May, 1218, our troops advanced and occupied Kifri, Tuz, and
Kirkuk and to each of these pluces Political Oficers were despatehed. Our ad
veut wus everywhere hailed with delight by the inhabitants, and promises of
nxsistance were at once received from the majority of the tribal cEiefs. Nat
only did our advance have a gord effect on the areas actually occupied, but
oar forward situation at Kirkuk compelled the Turks to evacuate tﬁe Sulai-
maniyah area, and allowed the fuhabitants of that very important Kurdish
district to indulge in hopes for their immediate freedom from Turkish rule.

],uttprg: were at once receivid from the Hamawand expressing deii{;ht
at our arrival in their weighbourhood and offering us everv form of assist-
ance, while in Bulaimzniyah o meeting of all the notables of the district was
held to decide on the future policy of the Kurds. At tb' weeting it was
decided to set up a provisional Kurdish Government with ikh Mabhmoud
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Mustapha Pasha represented that the Kurds realised the necessity for
the presence of the Russtans, but they begged us to urge them to cease from
their looting and violeuee and to behave in n manuer befitting o civilised
avmy of tion.  Thev exp 1 their willingness to n-n_{l»u\‘our to feed
the Russian forees provided that requisitioning was svslemised and placed
under a responsible lead. To meet foad requirensents it was necessury that
agriculture should proceed without hindrance, while they ssked that a res-
ponsible British officer should take over the civil administration of the dis-
trict, and that a small detachment of Dritish troops should aecompuny him,
In return they promised to preserve order in Khanigin and (hizil Robat and
on the road between the two towns, to reassure the tribes on the Turkish flank,
ond o raise from them such levies as we might require. They would also
tring in supplies from Maundali and Qizil Robat.

The fact was that the Russians knowing of the npheaval at home were
thoroughly out of lhund as regurds discipline, they reamlised that their
occupation of Khanigin was merely temporary while they had no stuke what-
ever in the eventual welfare of the country.

Taking these facts into consideration the Chief Political Officer pressed
strongly for the despatch of a political officer to Khenigin. It was, however,
considered by the military authorities inndvisable that such a step should be
taken without the assent of ihe Hussinn aunthorities, and when this was re-
fused the matter had perforce to drop.

The situation, therefore, remaived unchanged and petitions and com-
plaints continued to pour in from the Kurdish chiefs and merchants of Khani-
qin.  Mustapha Pasha took up his abode us the guest of the British Govern-
ment at Baghdad, his family, escorted by o seclion of his tribe, fled to the
Baghehchah mountains to the south of the town, while his house was occupied
by the Russiuns.  He usked permission to bring bis women folk into Shahra-
ban with a tribal escort ulﬁ ;%Nm-. but the request was refused by
the Russians on the ground tat the tribesmeli who were to form the escort
had committed outragesW@y thearoads in th@ €asr-i-Shirin distriet and that
Mustapha himself was kigwn iﬂ_vu taken Part in action agninst the Rus-
sians ]:‘pmsumah]_\' in 1916 apd™e=heg-e commanded the Turkish Froutier
Battalion.

Further information wys received ihat

Chavigin had Leen picked elean

and that most of the loot ven capried s the frontier. Two women
were killed on this oeensi n 2 men Mo of whom were Moslems and
the reinainder Jews, the laffer suill] for their inability to change
rouble notes. In the middlecol Miy, the General Officer Commanding lﬁ

Hussian Forces made arrangeme or the safeguarding of the road between
Qizil Robat and Kermanshalis but these nir: sments were quite inadequate

and the country bevond Qigil Roba i th disturbed.

By the end of Ml\wo iy Eu “#ibes of Southern Kurdistan
who were in our polit sr ¥ should have been completely under our
sway had been thoroughly disappointed and disgus the treatment which
they had recei ﬂi{ stead of, as at first, ﬁo' v to prey upon the
l_etreatmgi Turks an y tzﬁ. eﬁsu rom them, they now con-
sidered the Turk ns the lesse 1 H und it better to seek relief from
Bussian truculence by allowing the Turks to have access to their secrel stores
of grain, The Turks were ueither stroug enough to impoverish them com-
plefely nor were they desirous of complelely destroying a highly-fertile urea
which might at any moment aguin come under their sway. The Russians
us passing visitors were quite indifferent to the future and destroved with
indifference what they could not carry away. But though the Kurds natu-
wally resented this treatment and ranged themselves against them sigus were
sUill not wanting that they would rally fo us if they were given tangible
evidence that we could support them. The value of Kurdish support must
always be of great importance to us, and at the period under reference this
-imémrl.anoe was enhanced by hoth considerations of the military sitnation
and of supply, for not only did the Salahivah tribes represeut o fighting
force of some 1,500 horse and 1 000 foot well armed snd so pluced that they
anasked the road to Persia, but they oceupy one of the richest agricultural
areas in the country within easy reach of Baghdad.

At the end of Tune, the Russiuns evacuated Khanigin and retired into
Persia, and the Turks promptly re-occupied the country down to and inelud-
ing the Jabal Humrin, They held the outlets of the great canals of the
Mivalah system, the Mahrut, the Khorasan and the Khalis, on which the
irrigation of the highly-cultivated aren townrds Ba‘qubah depends, and were
uble to interrupt the flow of water. They nlso obtained access to the valuable
food-supplies of the Ruz and Mandali. "We oceupied Balad Ruz in July and
Sandali at the end of September by which date also we had seeured com-
mand of the Diyalah canals. The ocenpation of part of the Jabal Hamrin in
October further strengthened our position.

The ravaginp: of Khaniqin beguu by the Russians Lad heen completed by
the Turks and distress became acute. At the end of August when the Otto-
man treops evacuated Khanigin, some of the inhabitants returned from the
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4 inchuded all the conniry south of the Lesser fab and west of
the frontier should accordingly be placed in the haids of the Chief Political
Officer, Foree ™ Thiz decision was not, howe
Chivk Political Officer uutil ‘}]“_\'_H}ﬂl. by which time
for more thun a mouth v Khauigin and had by their want of care
future and the lack of discipline of theiv iroops to Tnrge extent alienated
Kurdish svmpathy from themselves and their Alies.

They oceupied the town in April and, whalever may have heen the sux
dons entertmined by the Kurds, they refrained from opposition on yealising
came as the Allies and with the consent of {he British. L
a Jew iy FUCT, NEWS Was recel that iheir treatment of the inhabit-
anly was eausing terror and consternation.  Mustupha Dasha begged that «
British Political Officer might be appointed to safeguard the interesls of the
inhabitants.  His representations were placed before the Avmy LCommander,
bui it was feared that the appoiniment of a Briti: icial might lead (o
serions friction with the Russians owing 1o inher iees i our treat-
ment of the natives ol the country.  Latters and represeniations confiuued Lo
be revvived from the Bajlan, Jat, Shavafbani and Talabani triles ps well as
from the notables of Qizil Robat, all decloring that the behavieur of the Rus-
sians was causing he most bitter resentment and was calenlated to depopu-
late the conntry and drive the inhabitants in terror to the disinets ocew wed
by the Turks. ~In the last days of Apeil, Mustapba Pashia himself came ity
B)uglldnd to lay the case before the British anthorifies.

He stated that the Russinn regime had heen e
the Turks. In Persian tovreitory the inhahitants b
molested, but the Turkish Kurds were being treated us enen
were | luoted alike.  He himself, spite of 1he fri
had always adopled fowards Srifi@e, had been threatened with the whipg
robbed of clothing, horses a st hingd even had ateh and chag
removed from his persongd his own howse,  Fefar of his own followers whoh
he Dad sent with RussiaWieavaligatering W men for the protection of the
town were stripped by thg Russians and theiv horses taken,  Tle further
mentioned the following f:n-lx%h-ﬂ- fully substaudinted by ill:iz-ln-ml"l

ent evidenee 1 —
(1) On iheir arrival ussinns paid

for goods requisitioned. s gl sed g0 They poid ahout a thisd of

its value for bread, but in s il Votes to the volue of

Roubles 1,000 had been chanfed inMe towyhy force.  The people were mube

1o pay silver al ihe rate of krans8®5, the warket value of the notes beiing

kraus 1.5,

s

(2)  The country side a8 heen gonodlelor figeks and berds of which 3
great part had heen drjve .ﬁ‘ e 3 the crops ronnd Ehanigin
Bl been ent and desty wnduo pAEMent given. “Ule Hussinns continued to

demand food althongh they had made it impossinhe Imghv peaple-ie provide

* () As o resultw lpw %\\eelﬁ ;le‘ni i

wenlthiest classes were destithies

(4)  No passenger outside the town even thongh le bove a pass from an
officer was safe from being robbed by the Cossucks,

(3) Food exposed for sale was seized and officers went from house to
bouse demanding more or making houseliolders cntertain them. " Widous
with children were not exempt trom these exactions. Somelimes a0 five
rouble note wos tendered in paymeni, but it it could wot be exchauged wai
payment ab all was givew.

(6)  The cultivation of orchards which are the principal wealth of e
town ceased as the Russinns had stopped some of the irrigation cuts and re-
fused to allow the inhabitunts to work on the trees,

(7) The inhubitouts of the country had in considernble numbers takew
refuge with the Turks at Kifri.

(8) The Sallabiyab tribes who had at first vefused fo supply food to the
Turks were wow producing supplies in order to be allowed to remain in the
district, the news from Khaunigin aud Qizil Robat huving become so alarmiug
that the proximity of the 'l'm'lks had now becote the lesser evil,

() Some 400 men under the Sardar Mubi, o rebel Persinn leader, han
fled with Ali Akbar Khan, chief of the Sinjabi, into the Bumu mountain
about 50 miles north of Khanigin, intending to surrender to us, but fur frong
doing this, reports of the excesses of the Russizms led him to contempluie
active operations agaiust us.

JIu short, Russian methods and exeesses had yroved a valuable asset
the Turks. We were ourselves rapidly lusing prestige with s race who had
always been friendly to us, while the Russinu position in Southern Kurdi
was rapidly becoming untenable with tl.u‘a’ ;‘nmsihili{_\' of the country being
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Previous to the war the Kwids undoubtedly regarded the Russians with
a considerable amount of suspicion, but Otloman _mlsr:.l]e was doing every
thing possible to drive them into the wrins of Russin.  Thus, chiefs in the
Mosul area, of whom the most important was probably the Shaikh of Berzan.
were in the end compelled to seck refuge in Russion territory and in the
spring of 1914 it was rumoured that the Haumawand, Jat and Dizai, des
ing of receiving from the Turks the veforms they desired were prepared
ask for Russian aid.

After the outhreak of hostilities, s+ (he Russian armies drew near, {hese
sentiments underwent a considerable e, Wherever the Russiun
went there followed murder. yapine, wnd famine. This culminated in f
complete destruetion in 1915-16 of Rowanduz, and _l]lc su‘r_‘muhd;llg distrivis
by t}lm Russinns and the mixed following of Christian levies which followed
in their train, while in Persian Knrdistun action by the Russians were hardly
less diastic.  In 1916 o Russinn veconnaissance pushed as far south as Khani-
in and for two hours looted the town, but the retreat of our Allies saved
situntion and when, after the eapinre of Baghdad in March, 1917, it was
generally accepted that we should take over and administer all the Baghdad
Vilayat up to the old Turkish frontier, grent satisfuction was felt.

A general feeling had sprung up amongst the Kurds that an opportun-
ity had now arisen for asseriing themselves as o race aud the idea of Turdish
antonomy which had arisen with the advent of 1he constitutional regime re-
vived and was fostered hy the terms of our proclumation to the Arals of
Baghdad which showed an atitude towards nationul aspirations differing
totully from that of the Turks, =

Up till this period the eivil administration had little need to inferest
ﬂh-lu:wi]\'es in Kurdish affairs. 1t had been recogmised indeed as early as
1914 that an eventunl advance to Baghdad or even to Mosul might finally
bring us into contact with t vl <o remote did this conlingency
peay that in December. 191 e General Sharif Pasha offered his services

to the force, in spite of hipbeing o man of stawling and a-bitter opponent of
the new regime in TurkeyYit “'M necessary to refuse his Eﬂ'mi. for (-\'til{
were there a possibility of %u ..SH’ Baghdad at this period, there coul
be no chance of an extension the Movenent bevond, and such Kurdi
communilies which might be met with between “Amarah and Baghdad were

utterly insignificant.
et i
¢ .

CHAPTER 11,

A ¥ .
Resstay Drinises )n: Elml-‘ms'r CoxTacT witn
ool TE o1V, .

With our ocgupaiion of Baghdad, followed by our adwgnee up the Diyalah,
problems uonuew ith Kurdistan assumed a Q vital interest for
us, not ouly in conneltibn A hz‘: nagfﬁ\u immedidte military situation,
but owing to the increasing eértalntySHiit {he Kurds would not only e
neighbours during the period of the war. but some of them permanent sub-
jeets after it. The importance of securing their support and trust al this
Juueture could, therefore, scareely be overestimated.

On our advance up the Divalah and the Turkish retreat to the wesi of
that river, the Kurds of Kifri district evacnated the country aceupied by the
Ottoman forces and refused to furnish them with supplies, in the belief thai
we would shortly occupy the whole region up to Khanigin, From the
moment of our wrrival ju Baghdad and especially early in April when we
effected u junction with the Russinns then at Qusr-i-Shirin, the Chief Politi-
cal Oficer urged, subject to military considerations, the necessity of our
opeupying Khanigiu in order to waintain onr ivterests und influence with
the Kurdish tribes who were already well disposed to us. Such.a course,
however, involved at the moment, u dissemination of force incompatible with
military security, and it was not therefore possible to do more than urge

pha Pusha Bajlun to do his best to keep order in the town and district
of Khaniqgin in onr interests.

Meanwhile, in March, the General (Micor Commanding, Force D,
had proposed to the Chief of the Imperial General Staff that, in view of the
pending approach of the Russians, the live of demarcation between our res-
peetive spheres shonld run from Budrah through Mendali and Qizil Robat.
along the line of the Jabal Hamrin to Shuraimivah on the Tigris.  This
proposal was not accepted by H.MLG. s Goverument sinee it did not aceord
with existing froutiers or with the agreements previously reached by the Bri-
tish, French und Russian Governments. They agreed that military spheres
must be dictated solely by military consideraiions, but laid down that such
niilitary spheres were to bear no relations to spheres of politieal influense
which ha already been defined by agreement between the three Powers, and
that the administration of all territery oceupied by cither force i the il
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CHAPTER I.

Tue K'I.'l.ln.‘( PREVIOUS To ovn Figsy (‘lls"' AT WL TRTEM.,

To arrive at a just understanding ob affairs ilu Turdistan :llu'iug the war
and of our policy in dealing with the Kurds it is necessary fll:s‘l to examine
their history just previous to the outbreak of war in relation o Turkish rule.

On the whole Turkish policy with regard to the Kurds has \'amil:}led
hetween extreme highhandedness and weak efforts at concilialion.  Since
thie reformation of the constitution disorder had tended fo juerease owing fo
the overbearing attitude of the Committee of Union avd Progress on 1hnl one
hand and the awakening of vague national yearnings on the ather, while o
fecling of dissatisfaction with the estublished order of things had been created
throughout practically all the subject races of the Ottoman me_nr, .

Ottoman military strength in the Bughdad Wilayat was ludicrously in-
sufficient, while the disorders across the Persiun frontier brought about by the
revolt of Salar-al-Daulal added (o the difficuities while it excited the cupid-
ity of the Turks.

The most important tribes wlong the Kardish frontier, south of the Lesser
Zab, are the Hamawand and Juf, the former sedentary in the Sulaimaniyah
district, the latter nomadic ranging u{; the right bank of the Diyalab and ex-
tending from Kifri into Merivan, within the borders of Persiu. Tn addition
fo these the Bajlun are an bupertant tribe, half Turkish and Lalt Persian,
ihe Turkish sections being under the influence of Mustapha Pasha of Khani-
yjin, who was the most important pelitical factor in that district.

In Sulaimaniyal, the Qurali Daghli family is the most important and
it largely controls the tribes of the district. At an early stage of the con-
stitutional vegime the Ottoman Government suceeeded in raising the bitter

hostility of the Hamawand 5 litie action with regard {o Bhaikh
Said Qara Daghli.  The lat 15 deot rin% aund turbulent tyvrant, hut he
had, as is not unusual ingllurdistan, a far-geaching reputation for holiness,
and after his murder und@ sué e circimstances in exile in Mosul in
Jaunary, 1909, the Hamawiud poses man to take vengeance for his death.

Hali-hearted efforts to cope with them only sesulted in their retirement across
the Persian froutier whenee they continued to raid and loot coravans, In
July, 1910, Nazim Pasha, Wali of Baghdad, patched up an agreement
with them, but his policy, akngl8, was abandoned on his recall
in the spring of the following v b e autumn the Hamawand were
us turbulenl as ever. 1In spitbgof le efforts to conciliate the tribes by en-
rolling certain of them in frontiefiompanies on the lines of the old Hama-

divah, the Hamuawand remaingd su stantialg in rebellion till the outbreak
of war,
)

At the end of 19104 atttedp tract a heavy tribute from
the Jaf for they had ‘tically nothing info the Turkish coffers since
the instituiion nfm constitutional regime. Mah Pasha, who still re-
tained a show of K W over this tribe, w g:] o Mosul and retain-
od there for a vear, T iiﬂﬂir hﬂ%ﬁ ective and was shortly re-
versed and he was allowed to Té §home. Further negotiations with
the tribe were even less fruitful of snccess and no headway was made up to the
outhreak of war.

Between Mustapha Pasha Bajlan and the Ottoman Government there
was continuous frietion.  Under the old regime he remained for many years
as an exile in Constantinople und has always been regarded with suspicion
by the Turks on account of his pro-British leanings.  In 1912 he was de-
lained for u period in Baghdad us a political suspect.

. From the commencement of the war, these Kurdish tribes suffered con-
~iderably, as, being unable to migrate, they could not escape from the im-
pasitions of the Turkish Government, while their religious leaders, to whom
they eling with extraordinary tenacity, were aubjecteﬁ to much humiliation
and extortion. At the beginuing of the war, before the Jehad campaign be-
came discredited, the Turks drew from them bodies of irregular horse. A
contingent of these fought against us at Shu‘aibah, but after serving well
they were seurvily treated by the Turks. They then returned to their homes
and from that date forward the Kurds have scarcely provided a single horse-
man against ws, The failure of the Turks to be able to take advantage of
this large recruiting ground agaiust us was largely due to the action of the
religious leaders who consistently refused to take up a Jehad against us and
who openly proclaimed the war to be one of self-aggrandisement on the part
of the Turks who, they atfirmed, were the hereditary enemies of the Kurds.

_ From the above it ix apparent that with a reasonable policy towards the
Kurds on our part on first gaining contact with them there was every chance
I ourselves and the Russians being able to win them over to our side and
thus obtain o most important support, hoth military and political. How this
opportunity was wasted by the impolitic behaviour of our Allies, the follow-
g lines will show. ’




Contents.

CHAPTER 1.
The Kurds previous to our first contact with them.
CrapTer IL
Hussian dealings with the Kurds and our first contact with
them-1917.
Craprer ITI
Relatiobo ﬂe armistice.
CHAPTER I\{'
Kurdish national \eym.%nd our attitude towards it.
(.-HA!’TER V.
Major Noel s mission ,\nd Southern Kurdistan.

Kurdish affairs in Mosul V a.t and t.be Armenian question.

Shmkh moud ﬁ Southern Kurdsst-a.n
Centralbk zﬁﬁgﬁ Azerbaxja.n

CrarrER IX.
Unrest amongst the Kurds on the Mosul Border.

CHAPTER X.

Shaikh Mahmwoud and the rising in Sulaimaniyah, May and
June, 1919.

Craprer XI.
Political situation in Kurdistan, June, 1919.

Cuaprer XII.
Suggested Kurdish autonomous state.

Yo



Preface.

The following pages are an attempt to review our dealings with
the Kurds during the wafalld terstmmarise the difficulties of the
present situation in K disﬂh}\'l‘-he?)ﬁre compiled from official
documents, but it is reoogth it is impossible at the present
time to view events wid‘ {ue‘bis?‘cal perspective. The in-
formation as to present paiti dencies is of necessity confused
and a certain amount of it wi robably be found to be incorrect.

It is hoped, however, m thesmwork contains an accu-
rate summary of the 8i n urdistan as it presents itself at
the time of writit’(June, 1919). 9
W Zheen.o
E.J. B
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