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Abstract

     Kirkuk city like other Kurdistan cities which were ruled by 

Ottomans  became after full down of Ottoman rich bite to Great 

powers which were seeking to occupy most important and 

strategic areas, specially the European travelers mentioned those 

fortunes in their books, also the evidences about Petroleum 

Seepages which used by origin peoples in the past was clear in 

old historicity references. 

     Commercial and economic importance of oil occurred in the 

second mid of 19th century, since that time all countries 

recognized the importance of this material as fuel to feeding 

industrial and military growing machine at that time, later to all 

other economic activities .seeking to, own and controlling its 

wells became one of the more important and main motivations of 

political, fights (wars) among many states till now. 

     The reason of choosing 1890 as abase to this search is 

because Sultan (Abdulhameed II) issued his firman (decree) to 

move  the property of all rich lands by oil in Mosul  vilayet from 

the authority of ministry of finance to private sultan treasury 

when he informed about the expensive contents of the lands.I 

choose 1927 as the epilogue of the search because the Great 

powers became quiet at that time, after they agreed to divide the 

shares of Turkish Petroleum company which was investing 



 
 

Petroleum in Mosul  vilayet  as we mentioned before. In the 

same year the drilling works started and the oil flowed in Baba 

Gurgur field in great commercial quantities. 

     Here we must say that any expressions and names had been 

mentioned in the documents, memorandums ,corresponds and 

agreements among Great powers in this search about (Baghdad 

and Mosul vilayets) oil or (Mesopotamia) oil or (Iraq) oil mean 

only Kirkuk oil, more accurately the fights (struggles) which 

happened among Great powers was about Mosul vilayet oil 

specially Kirkuk oil. 

 

The study has been divided to introduction and four chapters: 

     Introduction deals the importance of oil in humanity life, 

acquaintance with this material and the theories which explained 

its chemical and physical characterizes, also returning the earlier 

history to know the rule of oil in daily life of earlier humanity 

civilizations, mentioning important writings of European 

travelers about it, how the peoples  knew this great stored oil 

under Kurdistan Land then I begin to touch on beginnings of 

Petroleum industry in America and Russia. 

     The first chapter deals with the duration of beginning and 

growing of international competition to obtain Mosul oil since 

1890 till 1908 and the rule of Kirkuk oil in concluded 

agreements and contract between Ottoman and German empires 



 
 

and the reasons which motivated Sultan (Abdulhameed II-1876-

1909)to issue firman on 1890, later the search  moves to throw 

light upon life of twisting character(C.S.Gulbenkian) who was 

the basic player in the ring of international struggle about oil at 

that time ,may be there is no variance between him and (William 

D`Arcy) the British citizen whom we will deal with him in this 

chapter because of the importance, rule and effect of Petroleum 

concession  which he got on 1901 from Iran Shah and his trying 

to get concession  in Mosul Vilayet.This chapter will finish  this 

exiting historicity panorama by dealing with Baghdad railway 

project which leaded to concession related to constructing this 

strategic project which extends from Istanbul to Persian gulf 

across the rich lands and oil investment in Mosul and Baghdad 

Vilayets after 1903 on other hand. 
     In the second chapter we deal with the study of period 1908-

1918,the struggles among Great powers to control oilfields by 

monopolistic oil companies which seek to get concession of 

Mosul Vilayet oil, this chapter indicated to American Chester 

project about constructing railway passes Mosul, Kirkuk and 

Sulaimania and the relation of this project with oil subject in 

MosulVilayet generally and Kirkuk specially the searcher pursuit 

the steps of Turkish Petroleum company establishing by 

harmonizing between British and German interests to invest in 

oilfields in Mosul Vilayet, how he got undertaking of Petroleum 



 
 

investments on July /28/ 1914 in Mosul and Baghdad Vilayets  

from Ottoman Grand Vizier ( prime minister), the chapter ends 

by dealing the rule of oil factor and its related struggles with 

causing out breaking the First World War, and the tries of Great 

powers to getting the main oilfields in the world, specially tries 

of Britain to occupying  Mosul Vilayet . 

     On the same historicity path the search will move in the 3rd 

chapter to final period, it will show on 1918-1923 the most 

important political developments in the area and the world after 

the First World War, continues struggles among Great powers  to 

control the Petroleum of Mosul and its effects on the Kurdish 

issue which began to be aggravated since that time, the more 

important thing mentioned in the chapter is  Long-Bereger and 

San- Rimo agreements beside of the effect of oil factor in Great 

powers situations in front of Sever convention terms and Luzan 

conferences decisions.  

     The search  closed its trip in 4th the  final chapter by stopping 

at period 1924-1927, deals with  important events of long-lived 

struggle among Great powers to obtain Kirkuk oil which became 

in a new direction at that time, the struggle changed to  

belonging Mosul Vilayet and the tries to attaching to new Iraq 

state by British responsible administrators, Petroleum factor 

became here stronger effective in ending fate of Mosul  Vilayet, 

that is the fact, which the search try to discover it by showing  



 
 

important  negotiations  points between recently created Iraqi 

government and Turkish Petroleum company, these negotiations 

ended by joining  the Vilayet  to new Iraq and  granting the 

mentioned company concession of investing oilfields in Mosul 

Vilayet on 14/03/1925 which its drillings and searches leaded it 

at the last to producing Petroleum in commercial great quantities 

in well No.1 baba Gurgur field on 14/October/ 1927. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 


