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Frances Hodgson Burnert was born in 1849 in Manchester,
England. Her father died when she was four. In 1865, when
Frances was sixteen, the Hodgson family moved to America. The
family was poor, so Frances wrote stories for newspapers and
nagazines. In 1873 she married Dr Swan Burnett. She wrote one
very famous book, Little Lord Fauntleroy, in 1886.

Frances Hodgson Burnett wrote more than forty books. She
wrote her most famous book, The Sevet Garden, in 1911. Neadly
100 vears later, children everywhere read and enjoy this story of
an unhappy boy and girl and a magical ‘secret’ garden, Frances
Hodgson Burnert died in 1924.
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Chapter 1 *‘Where is Everybody?’

Mary Lennox had a thin little face and always looked cross.
Nobody liked her and she was often ill. Mary’s parents were
English, but they lived in India. Mr Lennox worked there. Mrs
Lennox was very beautiful and had many friends. But she did not
like children. So when she had a baby, Mary, she was not
interested in her. Mr Lennox had a lot of work and was not at
home very often. Mrs Lennox gave the baby to an Indian servant.

‘You take the child, she said to the servant.'] don't want to
see it or hear ic’ 7

The thin, ugly baby grew into a thin, ugly little girl. When the
little girl wanted something, the servants gave it to her. They
never said ‘no’ because they didn't want her to cry. When she
cried, Mrs Lennox was angry.

So, at the age of six, Mary was not a nice child. Nobody loved
Mary and Mary loved nobody.

One hot morning, when Mary was nine years old, a new
servant woke her.‘ Where's my servant?’ Mary shouted.

The woman looked afraid.’ She can’t come,’ she said.

She left the room, and nobody came into Mary’s room all
morning. It was very strange.

Mary did not know it, but people in the house were very ill.
That day, her servant died, and three more servants died the next
day. Mary stayed in her room and everybody forgot about her.
Sometimes she cried, and sometimes she slept. She went into the
dining-room and ate some food. Then she found some wine and
drank it. [t made her sleepy.

She went to her room again and slept for a long time. When
she woke, the house was very quiet. Why doesn’t anybody come
and see me ?’ thought Mary.

the Secret Garden 7
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But nobody came. Then she heard voices outside. ‘It's very
sad,’ a man said.‘ That pretty woman! And the child too!

A man and a woman came into Mary’s room. She was near the
window and she looked sad and ugly. &

‘There's a child here! Who is she?’ cried the man.

‘I'm Mary Lennox; the Little girl said angrily.' I was asleep and
I woke up. Where is everybody ? Where'’s my servant?’

The man looked at her sadly. ‘Litte gid,’ he said, ‘your parents
died twy days ago. And the servants ran away.

‘ Everybody forgot me, thought Mary.‘ Everybody’

Chapter 2 Mary Goes to England

For a short time, Mary stayed with friends of her parents, Mr and
Mrs Crawford. Their children did not like her.

‘You're going to go to England, the oldest boy said to Mary.
‘My parents told me. You're going to live with your uncle. He
lives in a house in the country. He's a hunchback.

Mary felt afraid when she heard this. That evening, Mrs
Crwford talked to her.* You're going to go to England, my dear;
she said. ‘ You're going to live with your uncle, Mr Archibald
Craven, in Yorkshire'

‘Where’s Yorkshire ?” asked Mary.

‘In the north-east of Englond, answered Mrs Crawford.

She went to Mary and put her arms round her. But the
child pulled away from her. ‘She’s an ugly little thing,
Mrs Crawford thought.

*

Mary went to England with an English family. In London, one
of Mr Cravens servants met her. The servant's name was
Mrs Medlock. She was a fat woman with a red face and small

the Secret Garden 9






‘It’s 600 years old and it’s in the middle of the country.’

the Secret Garden 13



28) G dd Syl 99 Al . Ry dSdGhod 99)aq 1S ga S AIdSy sl gL
1 099 (o) Haddas g40l5 . (asd
T2 g e S ol 244dydded 1S S0 ) o) Wl
o) OLS 9ad . §)du alddSon 53 SaSAIEF by
999 S0 58) - 49940 (oF (1053 9413 04 ydd 134S09L0) Hhudy (LS dpudd
- Gl 98 9L LD . COayho 1adSoglsls) A LTl pud 1+ g9 it
9 1 090)985 Adasz . Liwo g 130948 SdIggils a0y a4 53 KOS Wz ULy
& 5yle . gpl pulgdda LS 190 &g Hdsdidy didy Ly 0948 o5)94)
535S 1 Saud 090995 AL o) S S - 98 )lis g 535 ISy
b oTeg Cudlya piydd LSk
Gl I o)Ly - C9AS) (o gl SN CudlyS Sh0dy
1 ey Lplbus 990l
LSl TSt 00y ... yhied S3ydd dSLZ 535
oIL L0g)dd . 44il §)SUI 1uaSayae) A . S35 SaSAiiuggd §)883 4 353 6yl
1 0995 (ol Tpduio 9905 . 9000 pS0alald 480"+ yhu AT i)l
O & 0gdiiias 13 0 pl) dlugl) - A3 oD (dS3D S0940 598) pA.. gpaydd
L OIS OB 4 3)S Fawod Cuadla ASAIRS A . Clilpur do Gliily . Sz k0
999 5154500 515 9 0,8 AR &) Gt
( Luybs)3
ASA0Li . apd 134S0)9g5A0 SOHLG M) . Lwdd 94340 6y - S &S LoLS
L0 99340 (o $)13 - 900 pdar 51) - 3)S 509900 § pohas 09480, i) &) gLiwdd
Do) $ASO) LTI )5 A (ol ygpu 9 (i oS Al
toghls a¥og dSAAS S Ay o7 29k
b ol § el O)ar . dddS 0gkllo) ogdd
1094013 a0 450)L0da)F daS § D of By SN _
Ay LA Sh (o pIA 0 . b o7 SudlHUIAS diogdd audd 2gdd
tompd (o S0 . We 53) H4S0d 03 )b JoS S AIY gpedd
Aozl

Saip aply 14



*We're going to drive across the moor, said Mrs Medlock.

*What'’s a *moor” ?" asked Mary.

*We'll be on the moor in a minute, and then you'll see.’

The horses started to climb higher. Now there were no teees
and it was very dark.‘ Nothing grows on the moor, only grass and
flowers, said Mrs Medlock.

After some time, they stopped in front of a very large house.
They went inside into a big, dark room with pictures of people
on the walls. Mary looked very small in her black coat. A thin,
old man came and spoke to them. He was Mr Craven's servant.

‘Mr Craven doesn’t want to see her, he said. ‘He's going to
London in the morning’ )

‘All right, Mr Pitcher; Mrs Medlock said.' Come with me, child!

She took Mary to her bedroom.There was a fire in the room
and dinncr on the table.

‘Here you are! Mrs Medlock said. * This room and the next
room are yours.You have to stay in them. Don’t forget that!’

Then she left. The little girl sat down and ate. She felt unhappy
and very afraid.

Chapter 3 Martha

When Mary woke the next morning, there was a servant in
the room.The child sat up ard iooked out of the window. It was
very strange.There were no trees, only red- blue grass.

‘What's that?’ she asked the servant.

“That's the moor, answered the girl.' Do you like it?’

*No, said Mary. ‘[ hate it

*That’s because you don’t know it, the servant girl answered.
‘I love it. In the spring and summer there are flowers
everywhere. It’'s very beautiful’

*What'’s your name? ' asked Mary.

the Secret Garden 15
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*Martha Sowerby, said the girl.

‘You're a strange servant, Mary said. Martha was very different
from the servants in India. Indian servants did not speak much.

Martha Jaughed. She had a round face and she looked kind.

* Are you going to be my servant?’ Mary asked.

‘I'll help you sometimes, said Martha.

‘Whos going to dress me ?" asked Mary.

Martha opened her eyes very wide.‘ Can't you put your clothes
on?’ she asked.

‘No, said Mary crossly.‘ My Indian servant always dressed me’
__“You'll have to learn, said Martha.

Mary suddenly felt very angry and unhappy. She started to cry.

- ‘Don't cry!' Martha said. ‘Please don't cry’ Her voice was
kind and Mary stopped crying.

‘I'll bring you your clothes and help you with them, Martha
said. She went to a cupboard and togk some clothes out. There
was a white dress and a white coat. e

‘These aren’t mine, Mary said.‘ Mine are all black’’

‘Mr Craven doesn't want you to wear black clothes, said
Martha. She helped Mary with her clothes. The child put out her
hands and feet and did not move.

‘Can’ you put on your shoes ?' asked Marcha.

‘No, my servant did that, said Mary.

Martha laughed and began to talk about her family. ‘ There
are twelve of us, she said. ‘And my father doesn’t make much
money. Sometimes there isn’t much food in the house. But the
children love playing on the moor. My mother says that they
eat the grass! My brother Dickon, he's twelve years old, and he’s
got  young horse!”

*Where did he get it?’ Mary asked.

‘He found it on the moor when it was a baby,’ answered
Martha.  They're friends now. It follows him everywhere. Dickon’s
a kind boy and animals like him

the Secret Garden 17
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‘I always wanted an animal, Mary thought. She began to fecl
interested in Dickon. This was very strange. Mary was never
interested in other people.

‘Come and have your breakfast, said Martha. There was a big
breakfast on the table in the next room. But Mary never ate
much and she did not want to eat now.

‘I don'’t want any food,’ she said. .

‘But it’s very good!’ said Martha.‘ My brothers and sisters are
always hungry’

*I'm never hungry, said Mary. But she drank some tea and ate
a lirtle bread and butter.

‘Now go outside and play in the garden,’ said Martha.‘ Perhaps
you’ll want your food when you come in.’

Mary went to the window and looked out. It was winter.
Everything looked cold and grey. It’s too cold,’ she said.

*What are you going to do inside ?' asked Martha.

Mary looked round the room. There was nothing there
for children.

‘All right, I'll go outside,’ she said.*But who'll come with me?’

* Nobody, said Martha.‘ You'll be all right. Dickon goes out on
the moor and plays for hours. Nobody goes with him. The birds
come and eat bread from his hand!

This interested Mary. ‘I'll go outside and look at the birds, she
thought.‘ They’ll be differcnc from the birds in India.

Martha took her downstairs. ‘ Go through that door and you’ll
find the gardens,' she said.‘But you can't go into one of the gardens.
Mr Craven closed it ten years ago and nobody can go in there.

‘Why not?' asked Mary.

*He closed it when his wife died, Martha answered. ‘ She died
very suddenly. It was her garden. He threw away the key to the
door. Oh! Mrs Medlock’s calling me. I have to go!’

the Secret Garden 19
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Chapter 4 Ben Weatherstaff and the Robin

Mary went outside and started walking through the gardens.
They were very big and there were many trees and plants. But it
was winter and there were no flowers. The place did not look
very pretty.

The child thought about Martha's words. ‘Mr Craven loved
his wife,’ she thought.*So why did he throw away the key to his
wife’s garden ? Why can't people go in there? It's very strange. It's
a searet garden. ['d like to find it!”

She stopped and looked round. On the right, there was a high
wall. There was a green door in the wall, and Mary walked
through it, into another garden. This garden had walls all round
it. There was an old man with a spade in his hands.

*What is this place?’ Mary asked him.

*It’s a kitchen garden, the gardener answered. He did not look
very friendly. .

*What's a kitchen garden?’ asked Mary.

‘A garden with fruit and vegetables for the kitchen, he
answered crossly.

‘Do kitchen gardens always have walls round them?" asked Mary.

‘Yes, said the old man.

Mary walked through three more kitchen gardens. She came
out into the big gardens again and looked round. There was
another wall on the left. ‘Arother kitchen garden!’ she thought,
and she looked for a door. But long plants grew down the wall
and she could not see one.

*That’s strange!’ she thought. ‘There are trees on the other
side of the wall. So there’s a garden there, but no door into it

There was a bird in the tallest tree and he started to sing. Mary
stopped and listened to him. He was a pretty little red and brown
bird and his song was pretty too.

‘He’s calling to me, Mary thought. After a short time, the birdd

the Secret Garden 21
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flew awny. ‘I think the bird was on a trec in the secret garden,
she thought.* Perhaps he lives there and knows all about it!

She walked back into the first kitchen garden and found the
old man.

*There's one kitchen garden with no door into it, Mary said.
‘There are trees on the other side of the wall and I saw a litde red
and brown bird in a tree there. He sang to me!

The old man laughed and looked friendlier. Suddenly, the
little red and brown bird flew into the garden. He came and
stood on the ground near the old man.

‘Hello, my litde friend, laughed the man. The bird put his
head on one side and looked at them. He was very pretty.

‘What is he?’ Mary asked.

‘Don’t you know? He's a robin. Robins are the friendliest birds
in the world. He knows that we're talking about him. Look at
him.! The old man laughed again.

‘Where's his family ?* Mary asked.

‘He hasn't got a family,’ the man answered.

‘ I'haven’t got a family, Mary said quietly.

The old gardener looked at her for a minute.‘Are you the little
girl from India?’ he asked.

‘Yes, Mary answered.

‘They told me about you,’ he said.

*What's your name ?* asked Mary.

‘Ben Weatherstaff, the old man answered. I haven't got a family.
The robin’s my only friend’

‘I haven’t got any friends, said Mary.* People don't like me and
I don’t like them’

‘We're the same, you and I, said Ben Weatherstaff.‘ We aren’t
vcry?fc?.’

‘Am I really as unfriendly as this old man?’ thought Mary.
She didn’t like the idea. The robin flew to a tree and began to
sing.‘ Why's he doing that?’ Mary asked.
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_'He wants to be your friend, the old man answered.

Mary walked to the tree and looked up.

‘Do you really want to be my friend ?” she asked the robin.

‘You said that very nicely!’ cried Ben Weatherstaff. * Perhaps
you are a child and not a cross old woman. Dickon talks to the
birds too.’

‘Do you know Dickon ?’ Mary asked.

* Everybody knows him. Dickon goes everywhere!

Mary wanted to ask more questions about Dickon. But
suddenly the robin flew out of the tree and over the wall.

*Oh!' Mary cried.* He’s flying into the garden with no door!’

‘He lives there, said Ben.‘In a rose-tree.

‘Rose-trees!’ said Mary.‘Are there rose-trees there?’

Ben Weatherstaff turned away from her.‘ That was ten years ago,
he said.

‘I'd like to see them, said Mary. ‘ Where's the door? I know
that there is a door.’ *

Ben Weatherstaft looked angry. ‘ There was a door ten years
ago, but there isu't one now, he said. ' Now go away. I have to
work.” And he walked away.

Chapter 5 Somebody is Crying

For the first weeks in Mary's new home, every day was the
same. Each morning, Martha made the fire and brought Mary
her breakfast. The child got bored when she stayed in the
house. So she went outside and played in the gardens every day.
She did not know it, but this was the best ching for her. She
began to look stronger.

One morning she felt hungry and ate all her breakfast.

* Breakfast is nice today, she said to Martha.

*You're hungry because you play outside, said Martha.
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‘1 don’t play in the gardens,’ said Mary. *'['here are only trees
and plants there. | can't play with ¢them! _

*You can look at them,’ said Martha.* My brothers and sisters
look at things’’

So Mary looked at the trees and the plants and the birds. She
often went to the wall of the secret garden. Plants grew all over
the wall and she was interested in them. One day she saw the
robin again. He was on top of the will.

* O, she cried,'is it you —is it you?'

The robin began to sing. Mary thought, *He’ talking to me.
Hc’s saying, * Good morning! Isn't everything niec?™’

‘[ like you, she cried. Suddenly, the robin flew away and sat in
a tree on the other side of the wall.

‘That tree’s in the secret garden,” Mary thought. * Oh, I'd like
to fly over the wall and see the garden!’ She looked carefully at
the wall again. But she couldu't see a door anywhere.

‘I'hat evening, she asked Martha, * Why does Mr Craven hate
the garden?’

‘1"l tell you,” Martha said.’ But don't talk ahouc it to anybody’

‘1 won't, said Mary.

‘Mrs Craven loved that garden, and only she and Mr Craven
went in there, Martha said. ‘ There was a big, old tree in the
garden. My Craven often sat in it and read. One day she fell out
of the tree. She died the next day. After that, Mr Craven didn't see
anybody for mionths. He closed the garden and he thiew away
the key to the door. Now nobody can go in there. He doesn’t
want us to talk about it

* That's very sad, said Mary.

Suddenly she sat up and listened. She could hear the sound of
the wind outside, but there was another sound inside che house.
‘ls somebody crying?’ she asked Martha,

*No, o, said Martha quickly.*It’s ¢he wind!

*But listen,’ said Mary. ' It's inside the house. A child’s crying.’
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She listened again. The sound was quite loud now. ‘ Yes, I'm
right,’ said Mary.'A child’ crying’

The door to her room was open. Martha ran to it and shut it.
The sound stopped.* It was the wind,’ Martha said.

But Mary looked at her and thought,*No, it wasn't the wind.
But who is it? Whe) erying?’

*

The next morning, Mary looked out of the window.‘ It’s raining,
she said.' What am [ going to do? I can't go out”

‘Why don*t you read ?’ said Martha.

‘1 haven't got any books, Mary answered.

*There's one room in the house with a lot of books, Martha
said.‘I'll take you there tomorrow.”

Mary didn't snswer, Martha left the room and, after a short
time, Mary left her room too,

‘I'm going to find that room now, she thought.* Mrs Medlock
says that there are 100 rooms. | want to see them!’

" She walked through many large rooms, but she did not see any
books. Suddenly she stopped. ‘I can hear that sound again, she
thought.‘ Somebody is crying. It's coming from that room there!

She went to the door and put her hand on it. Suddenly, it
opened and there stood Mrs Medlock. ‘ What are you doing
here ?’ the servant said angriiy.

‘I'm sorry; said Mary. ‘ But somebody's crying.’

‘Nobody’s crying, said Mrs Medlock. ‘Go back to your
room!’ She walked with Mary to her room and pushed the child
inside. ‘ Now stay there, she said.‘I'm going to find a teacher for
you. I haven't got time for you.'

Mary sat down in front of the fire. She was very angry, but she
didn’t cry.'I was right!’ she thought.
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Chapter 6 The Secret Garden

Two days later, the weather changed. Mary woke up and went to
the window. ‘ Look at the moor!' she cried to Martha. The sky
was bluc, and the moor looked very beautiful.

‘Yes, it’s nearly spring,’ said Martha.

‘I'd like to see your house, Martha, Mary said.

‘I"ll ask my 1nother, said Martha.’ She’d like ro meet you!

‘I don’t know your mother, but.[ like her, Mary said. ‘And |
don't know Dickon, but I like him ton.

“You'll meet Dickun une day. Do you tlunk be'll like you?’
Martha asked.

‘No, said Mary in a cold, little voice. Peoplp never like me'

‘And do you like Mary?* Martha asked.

Mary thought for a minute.‘No, [ don’t think I do, she said.

That morning, Mary felt sad and cross. She went outside and
began to feel better. She went into the first kitchen garden and
found Ben Weatherstaff there. ' Spring’s coming,’ he said. * Things
are growing. You watch!’

‘[ will, said Mary.

She looked round and sav the robin. He put his head on one
side and looked up at her. ‘Do you think he remembers me?'
she asked.

*Of course he remembers you!" cried Ben Weathersaff. * He
wants to know you!

*Are things growing in ais garden 2' Mary asked.

*What garden?’ Ben asked crossly.

*The garden with the rose-trees, Mary answered.

‘Ask him, said Ben.‘He knows.

Mary said goodbye to the old man and walked slowly through
the gardens to the wall of che secret garden.

‘T like the secret garden and the robin, she thought. ‘And [
don’t know Dickon or his mother, but I like them. And Martha is
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her. You followed me!’ she cried. She sat on the ground and put her
hand out.The robin did not run away.‘I'm happy!’ Mary thought.

Suddenly, she saw something on the ground near the robin. It
was an old key. ‘Perhaps it’s the key to the secret garden!" she
thought. She took the key back to her room and looked at it for
2 long time.

The next morning, Mary took the key and went to the wall
of the secret garden. The robin was on top of the wall.

She laughed.* You showed me the key yesterday. Perhaps you'll
show me the door today, she said.

Then something magical happened. There was a strong wind
that day, and suddenly it moved the plants under the robin to
one side. Mary looked — and there in the wall was 1 door.‘The
door to the secret garden!’ she cried.

She felt very excited. She took the key from her coat and put
it in the door. It was not easy, but slowly she turned the key. She
pushed the door and it opened. She walked through and quickly
shut the door behind her. She looked round excitedly. She was
inside the secret garden!

It was very early spring, ::.nd there were no flowers. But there
were rose-trees everywhere, and rose-plants climbed over the
walls and the other trees in the garden. ‘It’s the strangest, place
in the world!" Mary thought.

The grass was brown, everything was brown. ‘Is anything
growing here? Everything looks very dead, she thought.

Mary walked round the garden. There were little green plants
in the ground. She looked at them carefully. There was grass
round them and the plants couldn’t grow very well. She started
to pull up the grass round the plants.* That's better, she said.
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She worked busily all morning. At midday, she went back to
the house.‘ I'll come back this afternoon,’ she thought.

- Mary ate a lot of lunch and she looked well and happy. Martha
saw this and smiled.

After lunch, Mary said, Martha, I'd like a spade’

‘Why?' Martha asked.

‘1'd like to make a little garden. I want to plant seeds. I want to
grow things. How much does a spade cost?’

* Not much, answered Martha.

‘I've got some money, Mary said. _

Martha thought for a minute. ‘1 know; she said. * Why don't
you write a letter to Dickon? He can buy you a spade and some
seeds. He can bring them to you.

*That’s a good idea!’ cried Mary.

So that aft¢rnoon she wrote a letter to Dickon. She fele very
excited. ‘'I'm going to meet Dickon!’ she thought. ‘And I'm
going to plant seeds and they'll grow. The secretsgarden will be
green and beautiful again!’

Chapter 7 Dickon

It was sunny all week, and Mary went to the secret garden every
day. She loved being outside in the sun and the wind. She didn't
lock ill now — she looked well and happy. Every day there were
more little green plants. She pulled up the grass round the plants.
‘I love doing this!” she thought.I'm happy here!"

She often talked to Ben Weatherstaff. He was friendlier now,
and he told her about the plants in the gardens. One day, Mary
was in one of the kitchen gardens. She heard a sound and turned
round. There was a boy under a tree and round him there were
litle birds and animals.

The boy smiled at her. ‘I'm Dickon, he said, ‘and you're
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Miss Mary’ He was about twelve years old. He had blue eyes and
a friendly smile.* I've got your spade and seeds,’ he said.

*Let's sit down and look at them,” Mary said.

The two children sat down on the grass and Dickon told her
about the seeds. Suddenly he stopped.‘I can hear a robin, he sa:d
*He’s calling to us. Where is he ?’

‘He’s in that tree; Mary answered. ‘He's Ben Weatherstaff's
robin, but he knows me too.

Dickon listened carefully to the robin's song. ‘Yes, he does, he
said, ‘and he likes you'

‘Do you understand the birds when they sing?’ asked Mary.

‘I think I do. And they think I do!’ Dickon said. Then he.
asked, ' Where's your garden? I'll plant the seeds with you!

Mary said nothing. Her face went red, then white. After a
minute or two, she said slowly, ‘[ don’t know you. But I'm going
to tell you a secret. Please don't tell anybody!

‘I never tell secrets, said Dickon.

*Listen!’ Mary said quickly. ‘1 found a garden! It isn’t mine.
Nobody wants it, nobody goes there — only me!

*Where is it?* Dickon asked quietly.

‘I'll show you,” Mary answered. She got up and he followed
her to the secret garden wall. She put her hand under the plants
and there was the door.* This is it, Mary said.‘It's a secret garden,
and only you and [ know about it’

Dickon did not speak for *wo or three minutes. Then he said
quietly, ‘It’s a strange place. But it's very pretty! The garden’s
sleeping. [ always wanted to see this place, he said.

‘Did you know about it?" asked Mary.

‘Speak quietly!’ said Dickon. ‘We don’t want people to hear
us.Yes, Martha told me about it

‘Will there be roses in summer?’ Mary asked. ‘Or are they
all dead?’

* Yes, there'l] be roses,’ Dickon said. *Look!”
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He went to a rose-trec and took a knife from his jacket. He
cut some wood from the tree and showed it to Mary. ‘Look!’ he
said. ‘ This is old wood here, but this green wood is new!

*Oh, good!’ cried Mary. ‘I want everything to be green and
beautiful ! *

‘Let’s go round the garden and cut away the old wood, said
Dickon.‘ Then the new wood can grow!

They worked hard for some dme.

‘The garden will be fine, said Dickon. He looked at some
lictle green plants in the ground. ‘ Who pulled up the grass round
those plants?* he asked.

‘I did, said Mary. ‘ They didn't lovk very happy, so I helped
them.

‘You were right. They'll grow beautifully now!”

‘1 love gardening, cricd Mary. ‘I'm getting stronger and I'm
not tired.

‘1 love gardening wo, said Dickon. He stopped and looked
round him. ‘ There’s a louw more work here, he said.

“Will you come again and belp me?’ Mary asked him.

‘I'll come every day, Dickon auswered. *We'll wake up this
garden and make it beaytiful!’

‘Dickon, said Miry,fMal'tlla says that you're nice. And you are
nice. I like you. I never liked people before.’

Dickon laughed. ‘People think I'm strange. But you're really
strange!” he said.

Mary was quiet for 2 minute. Then she asked,* Do you like me?’

“Yes, I do, Dickon answered. ‘And the robin likes you too. We
like you very much! .

They worked in the garden for another hour. Mary felt
very, very happy. At lunchtime; she went back to the house,
but Dickon stayed in the garden. ‘I'll come back after lunch,
Mary said.
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Chapter 8 Mary Meets Mr Craven

Martha was in the room when Mary got back.

‘I met Dickon!’ Mary told her.

‘And do you like him?' asked Martha.

‘I think — I think he’s beautiful, Mary said.

Martha laughed.‘ Dickon isn't beautiful, she said.

‘I think he is, said Mary.

She ate quickly because she wanted to go back to Dickon.
But Martha said, ' Mr Craven’s here. He wants to see you.

Mary’s face went white. * Perhaps Mr Craven will go into the
secret garden, she thought.He'll know that I was in there!’

‘Why does he want to see me?’ she asked. ‘He didn'’t want to
see me when [ first came here!

*It’s all right,’ said Martha.* He's going away again tomorrow,

Then Mrs Medlock came in and took Mary to Mr Craven’s
rooms. He was in a chair by a big fire.*Come here!’ he said.

Mary went to him. She looked ugly and cross again. But she
looked at her uncle carefully. His back was not very bad. He was
not really a hunchback, but he looked very sad.

‘Are they good to you?’ he asked her.

*Yes, she answered.

‘You're very thin, he said.

‘I'm getting fatter, Mary said coldly.

‘Do you want a teache=?" Mr Craven asked.

*Oh, please, | don't want a teacher, not now!’ cried Mary. ‘[
want to play outside. But I would like one thing. Can [ — can |
have a very small part of the gardens?’

‘Why?’ asked Mr Craven.

‘I want to plant seeds and grow things, Mary answered. She
felt very afraid.’ Perhaps he'll say no, she thought.

‘Do you like gardens very much ?' Mr Craven said slowly.

“Yes, I do, said Mary.
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Mr Craven got up and walked across the room. ‘Yes, you can
have a small part of the garden, he said. *Make it green and
beautiful” He looked very dred now. ‘Go now, child, he said.
‘Goodbye. I'll be away all summer.

Chapter 9 ‘I'm Colin Craven’

That night, it rained heavily. Mary woke up and could not
sleep again. Suddenly, she sat up in bed. ‘It’s that sound again!”
she thought. '

She left her room and walked through the dark house.
Sometimes she stopped and listened. She came to a door with a
light under it.' The sound’s coming from here, she thought.‘And
I met Mrs Medlock here before!’

Slowly she opened the door. She saw a room with a large bed
in it. There was a boy in the bed. He was dbout ten years old and
he had a thin, white face and big, grey eyes. He did not see Mary
and she watched him for a short time. He cried and then
stopped. Then he cried again. He looked tired and ill.

Mary walked into the room. The boy turned and saw her.
*Who are you?' he asked. He looked very afraid.

‘I'm Mary Lennox, the litde girl answered. ‘Mr Craven’s my
uncle! '

*He's my father, said the boy.*I'm Colin Craven’

*Your father!’ cried Mary.‘I didn’t know about you!’

‘Come here, said Colin. Mary went and stood near his bed.
‘Where did you come from?’ he asked.

‘My room,' said Mary.*My parents died and I live here now.
Didn't they tell you about me?"

‘No,; Colin answered. ‘They know that I don't want to see
people. And I don't like people seeing me.

‘Why not?"’ asked Mary.
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The boy did not speak for a minute. Then he said, ‘Because
I'm going to be a hunchback. So I don't want people to see me.
I'm ill and I never leave this room. I get too tired.

*Oh, this is a strange house, said Mary quietly.

She looked round the room. There were pictures on the walls.
One picture showed a young woman with large, grey eyes. There
was a happy smile on her face. '

*Who's that pretty woman?’ Mary asked.

‘That’s my mother, Colin said. ‘She died when I was born.
They say that I've got her eyes’

‘Does your father come and see you ?* Mary asked.

‘Sometimes. Usually when I'm asleep. He doesn’t want to see
me. When he sces me, he thinks of my mother. I think he hates
me, the boy said angrily.

‘He hates the garden because she died there, Mary said.

‘What garden?’ the boy asked.

‘Oh — a kitchen garden,’ Mary said quickly.‘ YourYather closed
it when your mother died. He threw away the key to the door.

Colin looked interested. He began to ask questions about the
garden.‘ What do the servants say about it?’ he ask=d.

‘The servants don't talk about it; said Mary. ‘Your father
doesn’t want them to talk about it.

‘They’ll talk to me, Colin said. ‘Or I'll be angry. And when
I'm angry, I get ill. Whe.a 1 want something, I get it. I'm
Mr Craven'’s son.' He stopped, then he said sadly, ‘But nobody
thinks I’'m going to live very long:'

‘Do you think you won't live? asked Mary.

‘Yes, Colin answered coldly.

‘Do you want to live?’ asked Mary.

‘No, he answered crossly.‘ But [ don’t want to die. When I feel
ill, I think about my back. Then I cry and cry. But let’s not talk
about it. Let’s talk about the garden. I want the servants to find
the key. I want them to take me there.
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*Oh, don’t - don't — don't do that!’ Mary cried.

‘Why ? You want to sec the garden too, said Colin.

‘We don't want other people to find the garden!’ Mary cried.
‘ Ve want to find the garden ~ then it will be our garden — our
secret garden.’

Colin began to understand. Secrets are nice, he said.

There was a wheelchair in the room. Mary looked at it and
thought for a minute. Then she said slowly,‘ Perhaps we can find a
boy, and he can push your wheelchair. We can go to the garden
and nobody will know. She stopped suddenly. ‘Mrs Medlock
will be angry with me, she said.

‘Why?’ asked Colin.

‘She didn’t want me to know about you.'

‘Mrs Medlock is only a servant,’ Colin said. ‘T'll speak to her
and she won't be angry with you. I like you!’

‘And I like you,’ Mary answered.

‘I want you to be a secret too, said Colin.'I'll only tell Martha
about you. She'll tell you when I want to see you.'

‘Does Martha know about you ?”’ asked Mary.

“Yes, said Colin.

The children talked for a long time. Mary told him about
her life in India and Colin was very interested. But he began to
look tired.

‘Close your eyes and I'll sing to you, Mary said. She began to
sing an old Indian song. Coaiin's eyes closed, and in five minutes
he was asleep. Mary went back to her room.

Chapter 10 Martha is Afraid
The next day, the weather was bad and Mary could not go

outside. When Martha came in, Mary said, ‘1 know about Colin.’
‘Oh no!’ Martha cried. How?'
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‘T heard sounds in the night. I followed them to Colin’s room'

*Oh Mary; cried Martha. ‘I didn’t tell you about him, but
they'll be angry with me.They'll send me away!’

*No, they won't, said Mary.‘ Colin liked me!

‘Colin doesn't like anybody !’ Martha cried.

Mary laughed. *He wants me to come and talk to him every
day. He's not going to tell Mrs Medlock. It will be our secret
He'll tell you when he wants to see me. But what's wrong with
K 2?7 she asked.

‘Nobody really knows, said Martha. ‘After his wife dici,
Mr Craven didn’t want ¢o see the baby. He said,* The child won'
live. Or he'll live, but he’ll be a hunchback.”’

‘Is Colin really going to be a hunchback?’ Mary said.

‘No, he isn’t] Martha answered. ‘But his back’s weak. A
London doctor came and saw him two years ago. I was in the
room when he saw Colin. He said, “My boy, there’s nothing
wrong with your back. Go and play outside. Then your back will
get strong.” But it didn’t help Colin. He thinks he’s a hunchback.
And he thinks he’s going to die’

‘Do you think he’ll die?’ asked Mary.

‘I don’t know. He never goes out and that’s not good for him.
When they took him into the garden, he got very ill, Martha
answered slowly.

She left the room, but she came back half an hour later.‘ Colin
wants to see you, she sid.

‘I'll come now!’ said Mary. She walked quietly through the
house to Colin’s room.

*Come in, said Colin.

‘Colin, said Mary, ‘Martha’s afraid. She says they’ll send her
away. But s/e didn’t tell me about you!’

‘ Bring her here, said Colin.

Mary found Martha and brought her to Colin’s room.

‘They won't send you away because I don’t want you to go.

the Secret Garden 53



) 8 i . duyDde ddp . bl S 5y 6945 4 Lo g)dd

Ohbly . Dg9dd (p2ud LLSAIgS 1 $)be . Sulilegir bt S4S0)995 buyls . poygdS Iy
- 9533 4 Colgbaz 53) 39 ) Cud i 99y DS JASAI AT : geS

¢ oS Gpa

Sa4) . dSoglsls) yhu 3 29003 diiz03 §) 1) . Cudod Jhw 23319 . bauyla $1p
. OLSed HLSouidLy ¢ HLSoyIIlaS o dusd

. dS04L800) ydu 3 k) A14TL 1 o099 094 SIALYS &y (IS

tOere

P03 . MRS D S094d yaadd

¢ Cdealy oS

- $4S0)JiS3 9 HUS0)LTAe)S . i gpadd

§ oI (S0)9aSs gdd

5303 0 yie) S5 A pdS0)piSs .yl _

39 Aa1g S o 940 . 0 )S ) byl . S90d g MIOMIAT $dSyeES3 o
b Sdggdder o S Sgb . Caped

0197 Gl il . a8 0g4d il PV A . Coipad CUgddl gl . pidd 4
2339 (9 SASAgailed ¢ AU AigidaP L 9 J0S03 oul) dSAILin 990)dd . 534S0
Weddae 9O . 090)995 AiTLD $4S0)JSH ¢ Lptiaa 94l ILSLIA . 3)S Hludlis
138 13 SHle yhwdd 5)l9l

13)S §)lgld dSoypaSa " 1 CadSed o2

t g9 byl Gkl (S A e S o7 Al

e 535 . 099)S W b (b puily S . duaShint §)le Al . MLy 4 SLagS (o3
- COgdSy wid §9ky 9 O b5y apadd Cgdasa . 09dad)yd

- Gt il 9 3 dodd ity o) 0 MBS 1099 S () 480598

- 4o yad yle dS p LD pASA) Cwdd . A

b omgg « )8 §aS0y98 (S sdu 09didliygg &) dSa9aS)

pdidas 9955 JASAT ) Cuatod HISd . dSa duad sy Py ASL2 525

- gy &9 O 450945

Sagips a3ty 54



And I'm Mr Craven’s son. So don't be afraid. Now go away!’
Colin said.

'Yes, sir, said Martha and she left the roomi.

Mary said nothing for a minute. Then she said, * You're not
very nice to people!You're very different from Dickon.’

‘Who's Dickon ?" asked Colin. '

‘ Martha’s brother, Mary said. ‘ He's twelve. He goes out on the
moor a lot. He talks to the animals and birds there.

‘I can't go on the moor, said Colin sadly.

‘Why not?' asked Mary.

*Because I'm too ill. I'm going to die’

‘Who says that?’ Mary asked.

*Everybody.The servants, my doctor.

‘Is that the doctor from London?’

*No, my doctor. He lives near here.

‘I like the doctor from London,’ said Mary. ‘ Martha told me
about him. He doesn’t think you're going to die.

* My father does, said Colin.‘ He wants me to die.

‘Oh no, he doesn’t, said Mary. ‘But let’s not talk about that.
Let’s talk about nice things.

So the two children tlked about Dickon znd the secret
garden and Ben Weatherstaff's robin. Suddenly, Mrs Medlock and
Colin’s doctor walked into the room.

‘What are you doing here?’ cried Mrs Medlock to Mary.

And the doctor cried,* "What's this? Are you all right, Colin?’

But Colin wasn't afraid of them. ‘' Of course I'm all right, he
said. ‘This is Mary Lennox. Nobody told her about me. She
found me. I want her to come and see me every day’

«‘Colin, [ don't think this is good for you,  the doctor said.
* *Yes, it is, said Colin.‘[ feel better when Mary’s here.

The doctor looked carefully at the boy. ‘All right, but don't
talk for too long, or you'll get tired!’ he said. And he left the
room with Mrs Medlock.
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Chapter 11 ‘I’m Going to Die!’

It mined all week. Mary couldn't go outside, so she saw Colin
every day. They talked about many things. But Mary didn't tell
Colin about the secret garden. ‘I’ll tell him when [ know him
better,’ she thought. Then one day she said to him, ‘I krow you
don't like meeting people. But would you like to meet Dickon?’

*Oh yes!” cried Colin.

The next day Mary woke early. The sky was blue again and it
was a beautiful day. She ran outside, to the secret garden.

Dickon was there before her.’ You're here early!’ Mary cried.

Dickon laughed.‘I got up before the sun, he said. .

_ After a week of min, the garden was very green. The children
ran round the garden and looked at the new plants and flowers.
Suddenly, Dickon said,Look, there’s the robin!’

They sat on the grass and watched him. There was a very old
tree in the garden. It was bigger than the other trees. The robin
flew to the tree and started to sing. ‘That's the tree!’ Mary
thought suddenly. ‘Do you think Mrs Craven fell from that
tree?’ she asked.

‘Yes,' said Dickon.The two children were quiet for a time.

‘Do you know about Colin?’ Mary suddenly asked.

‘Why? What do you know about him?’ asked Dickon.

‘Colin and I are friends, Mary said.‘ He likes me!

‘Yes, I know about Colin,’ Dickon said.‘ He’s a hunchback.

‘He isn’t, said Mary. ‘But he thinks hes going to be a
hunchback. It’s very sad. He never goes out’

‘I know," said Dickon. ‘Look round the garden, Mary. It
getting greener and greener.

Mary looked mund slowly. ‘Youre right!' she said. It's
beautiful. What are you thinking?’

‘I'm thinking I'd like to meet Colin. Then we can bring him
here. I think he'll feel better here!
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*Yes!’ cried Mary. ‘T think he will too. I'll tell him about our
garden. I don't think he'll tell anybody’ )

The two children worked in the garden all morning. Then
Mary went into the house for lunch.

‘Colin wants to see you, Martha told her.

'T'll see him later this afternoon, answered Mary.

*He’ll be angry with you,’ Martha said.

But Mary ran outside.* Dickon's waiting for me, she cried.

It was early evening when she came back inside. Martha did
not look happy.* Colin's very angry because you didn't go to see
him, she said.

Mary felt cross. She liked Colin, but he was not as important as
the garden or Dickon. But she went to see him.

He was in bed. Why didn't you come?"’ he asked.

‘I was in the garden with Dickon, Mary said coldly.

*That boy isn't going to come here again, Colin said angrily.

‘Then I won't come here again!’ Mary cried.

*Oh yes, you will !’

‘No, I won't!”

‘You unkind girl! I'm ill and I'm going to die!’

‘No, you're not!’ cried Mary.

Colin sac up when he heard that. You know I am !’ he cried.

‘No you're not, you stupid boy!" shouted Mary.

Colin threw a bouk at her.* Get out of here ! he cried.

Now Mary felt really angry. ‘I'm going and I'm not coming
back !’ she cried.

She ran out of thc room. When she got back to her bedroom,
she found some books on the table. They were from Mr Craven.
There were some picture books and two books about gardens.

‘That’s kind of Mr Craven, she thought. ‘He remembered
me.’ She suddenly felt happy. Then she remembered Colin.‘He
thinks he’s going to be a hunchback, she thought. ‘He's very
unhappy. Perhaps [ will go and see him tomorrow”
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The two children worked in the garden all morning.

the Secret Garden 61



HoPgg Ll 943 4 13 9l ogad & p¥dy o g 3 997 90 08 - 983 3k 55 Syle
s Gl (o iy ?Ag‘,g&n&o.\,ﬁ__

3 258 (1980 03990 b luwdd Sl - §)853 1) (SK0a A Fulydt Ay 094
)5 621900 £949450)15 AT Lyl § (iuso gt AN (wdS _ 1 g9 fuys
$903 g5 S30 . OLS WS A (b gLl wdS diadsS 094d le 93

A I AS AT Sdud Ciy Cuilgddd

A5 ALy SaSi U 35S St 909038 SaSLS 00 . (IS SASay98) 8 255 §1) Syl
3)8 §)lyla

) Cuto3adS (Sl 458 Syl o7 1 2y ) )

! SIS ? aagss @I

258 6)leld 5 ke

- Cotlaun 94 Sy (g

- 0)lglar g paSed Wil Ay Cwdd (31300 30 . 020200 Y-

Lo gl Ly } didaoads

’ V. s ASL:J"}_

o 999 319% 9 ko) Gy . 3)S 6y 09499 ASAXS . 13 6yl (Sl (S

1 o999 A Sii0aay $yle . 94 b sV

oS 094Ll0Y & (NS . AL (0 ) Lo gydd 30 (rudiy . Gl paS Sy 43
§ 4y 53 Cunlyds § Culyds

oy (o byt 0355 §a9) (NS (o

T MO

il GUELY . (S « CodSy )l 9 CdSUl 9 090000 dluy dliadpiy pY4y - A4

1 T894 i 4S0y9S . oo

c3)8 Padys d Fuwdd jduSdy . 0003 dazod §)be JaEd) lgaS _

1899 (9 $)be Y uild 53) 0 Y @l 505 0

- ol 3 Gy Sy . gy L

o

. Cuanggd (38 - D998 39 008 9 05 Famwo 5be

USasiig) dx5Ly 62



She was tired, so she went to bed early. But in the middle of
the night, she woke up. ‘What'’s that noise?’ she thought. Then
she understood. ‘It's Colin. He's crying really loudly’ She felt
angry. Can't somebody stop him?’ she thought.

Martha came into her room.* Oh Mary!’ she cried.‘It’s Colin.
Nobody can do anything with him. He likes you. Can you come
and talk to him?’

Mary ran to Colin's room. She opened the door and ran to the
bed. ‘Stop it!’ she shouted. ‘I hate you! Everybody hates you!
Why don't you die, you stupid thing!’

‘I can't stop!’ Colin cried ‘1 can't!”

‘Yes, you can,’ shouted Mary.

‘I'm going to be a hunchback!’ Colin cried. ‘I know I am! I
fele my back and it's different”

‘Don't be stupid! Show it to me’’

‘All right. You’ll see!” Colin cried. He showed Mary his back.
The girl looked at it carefully. His back was thin and weak but
there was nothing wrong with it.

‘You're not going to be a hunchback, said Mary loudly.‘ Your
back is as good as mine’

Colin smiled weakly. ‘Really? Is it really all right?’

‘Yes!’ :

Colin turned to Martha.* Do you think I'll live?’ he asked.

*Yes !’ said Martha. ‘But you have to go outside. You have to
run and play, Colin. Then you'll be fine’

‘Then I'll go with Mary, the boy said quietly. He felt happy
suddenly.‘ ['m all right!” he thought.'I'm all right !’

‘Now sleep, said Mary.* Would you like me to sing to you?'

*Yes, he said.

Mary took his hand and sang to him. Colin slept.
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Chapter 12 Mary Tells Colin the Secret

It was a lovely day when Mary woke the next morning. She
wanted to go outside, but she went to Colin’s room.

‘You came!” he cried. He looked very tired. Mary sat down
and they talked about Dickou and his animals and birds.

*Can Dickon really ralk to animals?° Colin asked.

‘I think he can, Mary answered. ‘He says everybody can. But
you have to be friends with the animals fict.!

‘I'd like to have friends, Colin said sadly. ‘But I don't like
people.

‘Don't you like me?’ Mary asked him.

*Yes, | do Colin answered.

‘Ben Weatherstaff says that he and [ are the same. We're not
very mice to people. Perhaps you're the same, said Mary. She
thought for 2 minute. *But | think I'm nicer now’

‘Mary, Colin said quietly, ‘I was unkind about Dickon
yesterday and I'm sorry. [ hated him because you liked him. But I
was wrong. | want to meet him!

‘Good, Mary answered, ‘because he wants to meet you.
Perhaps he can come and see you tornorrow.” She took Colin’s
hands. ‘Calin,’ she said slowly, *I'm going to tell you a secret.
Please don't tell anybody’

*No, no, I won't, Colin answered.

“*Listen. I found the door to the secret garden — and I found
the key too, Mary said quietly.

*Oh Mary! Can I sec it? Will you take me there ?’ '

*Yes, answered Mary. ‘And Dickon will push your wheelchair’
She talked to him about the secret garden for a long time.

Later that day, Colin’s doctor visited him with Mrs Medlock.
*So you were ill last night, my boy; he said.

‘Yes, but I'm better now;’ Colin answered. ‘I'm going to go
ouwside and see the gardens!”
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The doctor did not look happy.*Be careful, he said.

‘Mary’s going to come with me, said Colin.‘And Dickon will
push my wheelchair’

*Oh, Dickon!"said the doctor.‘ You'll be all right with Dickon.

He left the room with Mrs Medlock. ‘1 saw Susan Sowerby,
Dickon's mother, last week, Mrs Medlock said. ‘[ told her about
‘Mary and Colin. Susan said, * Childten have to be with other
children. Mary will be good tor Colin.”’ Perhaps she’s right”

‘Yes, perhaps she is right, said the doctor.

-Colin slept well that night. The next morning Mary ran into
the room.*Dickon’s coming!” she cried excitedly.

The door opened and Dickon came in. There was a bird on
his arm. Colin’s mouth fell open. '

‘Will it sit on my arm?’ cried Colin.

Dickon laughed.* You have to be friends with it, he said.

The two boys talked all morning. They looked at pictures of
plants and flowers.

“These flowers are in the secret garden,’ Dickon said. ‘And these.

‘I'm going to see them!’ cried Colin. Dickon smiled.

Chapter 13 Colin Sees the Secret Garden

The next day was sunny and warm. Colin spoke to Mrs Medlock.
‘I'm going outside. I don’t want to see anybody in the gardens’

“Yes, sir,) Mrs Medlock answered,

A servant carried Colin downstairs and put him in his
wheelchair outside the house.

*You can go now, Colin said.

The servant went back inside. Dickon pushed Colin’s
wheelchair, and Mary walked next o them. They saw nobody in
the gardens. But they walked round for a long time before they
went into the secret garden.
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*This — this is the door! Push the wheelchair inside quickly,
Dickon!’ Mary cried.

Inside the garden, Colin locked round and said nothing for
some minutes. Everything was green now and there were flowers
everywhere. The sun was warm on Colin’s thin face. *Oh, he
cried, ‘it’s beautiful! I'm going to get well!’

That afternoon, Colin laughed and talked. He began to feel
better. Dickon and Mary worked with their spades, and Colin sat
under a fruit tree in his wheelchair.

‘That’s a very old tree over there,’ Colin said suddenly.

‘Yes, said Dickon quietly. He did not want to talk about it.
Suddenly the robin flew into the garden. ‘Look, there’s the
robin!’ Dickon cried.

‘Where?* asked Colin. He looked up and saw the little bird.
Then he laughed and forgot about the tree.

Mary looked at the robin and thought,  There’s magic in this
garden. [ know there is. The magic sent the robin. Colin won't
think about the tree now! '

‘I'm going to come here every day, Colin said.

‘Yes, said Dickon. ‘In a short time, you'll walk and use a
spade too. '

‘Walk!” said Colin.‘ Use a spade ! Will 12°

*Yes, said Dickon. ‘ You've got legs.You have to make them swong’

Colin smiled. Mary thought, ‘1 think Dickon makes magic.
He’s going to make mag:c tor Colin, and Colin will get better.

It was nearly evening and the garden was very quiet. Suddenly
Colin cried,  Who's that man?’

Mary and Dickon turned round and there was Ben Weatherstaff.
They could see his head over the top of the wall. The old man
looked very angry. He could not see Colin and Dickon, only Mary.

*How did you get into the garden, you bad girl?' he shouted.

*The robin showed me the door,’ Mary answered.

‘ Take me there,” Colin said to Dickon.
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Dickon pushed the wheelchair nearer Ben Weatherstaff. When
Ben saw Colin, his mouth fell open.

‘Do you know me?’ Colin asked him.

“Yes, you're Mr Craven’s son, Ben answered slowly. * How did
you get in here ? You're a hunchback!’

“I'm not a hunchback!’ Colin said loudly.

‘No, he'’s not!” Mary shouted. ‘[ saw his back and it’s fine

‘Help me, I want to stand,’ Colin said to Dickon. Dickon took
Colin’s arm, and slowly the boy stood up. He looked thin but
very tall.* Now — look at me, Ben Weatherstaff!’ he cried. ‘Am 1|
a hunchback?’ 3

For a minute Ben could not speak. Then he said, ‘No, you're
not a hunchback.You’re very thin, but you're fine.

‘Come into the garden, Colin cried.* Mary will open the door’

*Yes, sir, said Ben, and he climbed down from the wall.

‘Dickon!’ Colin said, ‘I'm going to walk to that tree’ With his
hand on Dickon’s arm, tice boy walked slowly to the tree. When Ben
came through the door, Colin cried,* Look! Am I a hunchback?"

‘No, you're not,’ the old man said again.

‘Listen!” the boy said.‘ This gaiden’s a secret. Don't tell anybody
about it.You can come sometimes and help

*Thank you,” Ben Weatherstaff said, and he smiled.

Chapter 14 The Magic in the Garden

When Colin went back into the house, his doctor visited him.
‘You were outside too long, he said.

‘But I'm not tired, answered Colin. ‘[ feel better and tomorrow
I’'m going to stay outside all day’

The doctor did not look happy about this.

After he left the room, Mary said, ‘ You aren’t very nice to
your doctor.
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Colin thought about this. ‘ You're right, he said. ‘I can be very
unkind to people. I'll ay to be nicer’

‘Good, said Mary. ‘The garden will help you. I think there's
magic in the garden. You'll be happy there and you’ll learn to
be kind’ o

¢

That spring and summer there really was magic in the garden. It
grew more and more beautdiful. There were flowers of all colours
and the roses climbed everywhere.

‘Your mother loved those flowers, Ben Wetherstaff told Colin.

The children went to the garden ncarly every day. Dickon
often brought his animals and birds, and the children played with
them. Colin grew stronger and happier. One day he took a spade
and he started to dig. He only worked for five minutes. But each
day he worked for a longer time. One afternoon he walked
round the garden. Dickon and Mary walked next to him and the
robin sang in a tree. )

*The magic is making me strong!’ Colin cried.‘I’m not going
to tell the doctor, he said.'I’ll only tell him when I can run really
well. And when my father comes home, I'll walk into his room.
I'll say,“ Here I am. I'm very well and I'm going to be a strong,
bappy man.”’

Mary laughed.‘I can't wait!’ she cried.

There was only one prcblemn. Because Colin was often outside,
he was always hungry.

*I'm eating more now, he told Mary. *I'he servants will know
I'm getting better”

*

Dickon told his mother about the secret garden and Colin. She
was very interested and asked a lot of questions. He told her
about Colin's problem with food.
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Mrs Sowerby laughed. ‘I've got an idea, she said. ‘Colin and
Mary can give me money. Then I'll give you food for them.

It was a wonderful idea. Each day Dickon came with bread,
cake and milk. The food was good and they all ate it. After that,
Colin did not want to eat much in the house.

His doctor could not understand it. ‘It’s strange,” he said to
Mrs Medlock. ' The boy isn't eating, but he’s getting fatter!”

*You're looking much stronger’, he said to Colin.* Your father
will be very happy when he hears about this, said the doctor.

*No, don’t tell him!” cried Colin.*I'll get ill again!’

‘All right, said the doctor quickly.*We won't tell him!

When he left, Colin looked at the picture of his mother.

‘I never wanted to look at her picture before,’ he told Mary.
‘But now I like ic. I think she wants me to be happy’

Mary looked at the picture.* Yes, I think she does!’

*

The three children and Ben were in the secret garden one
morning, when suddenly the door opened. A woman with a very
kind face stood there. She smiled at the children,

‘Who is it?" Colin cried.

Dickon ran across the grass.

‘It's mother!’ he shouted. ' You wanted to meet her, so | told
her about the secret garden’

Colin went to Mrs Sowe.by.‘ Hello, Mrs Sowerby, he said. His
eyes were very big in his face.

‘Oh, dear boy !’ Mrs Sowerby said.

‘Do you think my father will like me?’ Colin asked her.'I'm
strong and well now, but perhaps he won't like me’

‘Of course he will; Mrs Sowerby answered. She turned to
Mary.* You're a pretty girl, Mary, she said. Mary Jaughed.

The children took Mrs Sowerby round the garden. Colin and
Mary did not know Dickon’s mother, but they loved her. She had
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food. They sat down under the trees and ate. The children told
her about the magic in the garden.

* Of course there’s magic here,’ said Mrs Sowerby.*But I have a
different name for it. For me, it’s plants and trees and flowers. It’s
green things ~ it's life!’

At the end of a happy morning, Colin said quietly,* When do
you think my father will come home, Mrs Sowerby ?’

‘I don't think it will be long, Colin, she answered.

Colin looked at her with love in his eyes. 'I'd like you to be
my mother, he said.

Mrs Sowerby took him in her arms. * Your mother’s here. |
know she is,’ she said. ‘And your father will come back to you.

Chapter 15 In the Garden

When you think sad or unkind things, it is bad for you. In India,
Mary did not like people — she did not like anything! So she was
ill and cross. Then she came to Yorkshire. There she thought
about secret gardens and robins, about Dickon and the moor. She
was a pretty child now, and she was nicer and happier.

It was the same with Colin. Before he met Mary, he thought
only about his back. But now he thought about his new friends
and the secret garden. He thought about happy things and so he
was a happy person.,

Colin’s father, Archibald Craven, was away all spring and
summer. He visited the most Geaudful places in Europe. Nothing
helped him. He thought only of his dead wife.

One day, he was in the Austrian mountains. He was tired and he
sat down on the grass. There were blue flowers everywhere and it
was very quiet. He looked at the flowers for 2 long, long time.
Everything got quieter and quieter. ‘Something is happening to
me; he thought. What is it? I feel — I feel happy again!’
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That night, he slept for a long time. In his sleep, he heard his
dead wife's voice. 'Archie, Archie !’ she said.

*Where are you, my dear?’ he asked.

‘In the garden,’ she answered, ‘in the garden’

When he woke the next morning, it was a beautiful day. ‘In
the garden,” he thought. * She said, *In the garden” But | threw
away the key!’

A servant came in with a letter. It was from Susan Sowerby.
She wrote: ‘Please come home, Mr Craven. It’s very important.
Your wife would like you to come home!

Mr Craven read the letter carefully.'1 will go back, he thought.
‘I'll leave today’

On the journey back to Yorkshire, he thought about Colin.
‘I'm a bad father, he thought. ‘ My son is ten years old. But is it
too late? Can I help him?’

When he arrived at the house, Mrs Medlock came to see him.
His first question was,‘ How's Colin?¢

‘He’s ... he's different. Mrs Medlock answered slowly. It's very
strange. He's fatter, buc he doesn’t eat much. He goes out into the
gardens every day in his chair. Miss Mary and Susan Sowerby's
boy take him. o

‘Where is he now?' Mr Craven asked.

‘In the garden, sir. He's always in the garden’

Mrs Medlock left the room and Mr Craven repeated the
words again and again:‘ [n thc garden!’

He went out into the gardens and walked slowly through
them.* Where's the key?’ he thought. '] threw it away. I can find
the door, but can 1 find the key?’

He came to the secret garden wall and found the door. Then
he stopped and listened. He could hear voices inside the garden!
But why? Ndbody went into this garden!

Suddenly the door opened and a boy and a girl ran out. The
boy ran out very fast. He didn’t see Mr Craven, and he ran into
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his arms. Mr Craven looked at him. He was a tall boy with dark
hair and big, grey eyes.

‘Who — what — who?' cried Mr Craven.

‘Father, I'm Colin,’ the boy said.

For a minute his father could not speak. Then he said quietly,
‘In the garden, in the garden!’

“Yes, Colin said quickly. ‘I'm better because of the. garden.
And because of Mary and Dickon and the magic. Nobody knows
Y'm beteer. | wanted you to know ficst.

Again, Mr Craven could no: speak. His son was happy and
well! This was the best thing in the world!

‘I'm well and I'm going to live, father!’ Colin cried.

Mr Craven took his son's arm. ‘ Take me into the garden,
he said.

So Colin took him in. It was autumn now, and there were
autuma colours everywhere. Roses climbed over the trees and
the walls, !

“1t’s beautiful !’ cried Mr Craven. ' But why? I shut the garden
ten years ago. Why isn't everything dead?’

They sac down on the grass, and Colin told his father the
story of the secret garden. He told him about the robin, Ben
Weatherstaff, the animals and the magic. Then he said, ‘T don't
want it to be a secret any more. I'm never going to get into thar
chair again. {'ll walk back to the house with you, father’

And he did. Ben Weatherstaff was at a window and he called
the other servants. Look!" he said. Who do you think is coming
across the grass?’

The servants tan to the windows. Mrs Medlock threw up her
hands, ‘Oh!’ she cried.* It’s not possible!”

A tall, strong boy came across the grass. There was a happy
smile on his face. It was Colin Craven!
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