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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 3y a7t inll i
' OF THE w1

_UNITED STATES OF AMERICA]

AMERICAN LEGATIOM
Bagndad, Iraq, October. 29; 1946
. CONFIDENTIAL

Yio. 1484 !

wJubject: Transmitting llemorandum of Conversation with Aziz sherif 4

', €' President of Peoples Party, editor of Comamunistic Al-ifatan,
and one of Iragfs leading Leftists, \

|

sy

48

| THE HONORABLE

“THE SECATTARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

i

I have the honor to tranamit herewith a Memorandum dated Cctober- 26,
1945, in which Second Secretary of Legation, Robert B. Hewmingaw, has
recorded a conversation with Aziz Sharif, one of Baghded!s most
influential Left "ing leaders, and editor of the recently suppressed
Baghdad nevispapey, Al-tatan,
Aziz Sharif is one of the most interesting and most contraversial
figures now playing on Iraq's political stage. In the eres of his
friends and followers, he is considered so honest ang sincere as to
vorge on the saintly. In the opinion of most w=althy snd conssrvative
Iragis he is ragarded as a dangerous Conmunist, 0cdl; snough, ther
is nuch to te said for both sides., Sharif is poor, ‘vitich in visw of
his indisputabls energy, ability and c2pacity for work, is csrtainly
evidence of his personal honesty. It is difficult io talk wish him
any length of time without baing impressed by his since ilv and his
desire to do something for the Vcoamon man, ¥

4
v
I

It is also pretty well established that Sharif's paper Al-jntan
‘followed the Lioscow Radio!s anti~British line too closely to ve
coincidence. As a matter of fact, Sharif frankly admits thzt on _
numerous occasions he has turred to Loscow for arguuents against British
imperialism and the stifling efflect of the feudal system. He denies,
however, that he is or ever has been 2 Communist., He is simply, he
says, Mike ir. Churchill —- ready to clasp the hand of the Devil
himself to crush the enemy ol nis people,” in thig c2se, Dritish
imperislism, The Legation is not certain whether Aziz Sharir is a

Lgre

It vill be noted in the attached liemorandum that Aziz Sharif states
that hid party!s basic arms are Independence, Democracy and °rogress
for Iraq, vhich objectives it hopes to attain through expulsion of the
British, mass education and agrarian reform; that while his parLyts
lenbership has increased satisfactorily, persecution by the government
has-reterded its activities in the provinces; that the admiration which
Iraoi soldiers had for the German Army has shifted to Russia; thét the
ruling passion of the Iraci Aray is hatred of the British; and that the
younser Aroy officers are expressing a great politicalasmlening: and s

that most : J"E?

e

el 1N e
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that most of them are far to the left of cenbter.

\iith reference to the perennial Palestine question, it is of
interest to note that Aziz Sharif, wiose thoughts seem channelled along
ines of internal reform, is 2lmost as rabid as most of the professional
Arab nationalists,

nespectiully yours,
Sooam 4 7

O i
amez 5, lloose, Jr.
Charlge dlaffairaes ad interim.

g e F
Enclosure: Report as stated, r’i !

Sent to Department in crigiﬁé.l and hectograph.

File Ko, 800 - ' oo
Rbifemminger:mh
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LELORANDUM
October 26, 1546

B

I called on Aziz Sharif this morning at the headcuarters of the
Peoples Party. He roceived me with his customary courtesy in his
mzagzerly furnished but amazingly clean stona flcored office, e
taliced for about an hour, A4lthouzh I took no notes and do not pretsnd
to quote Aziz Sharif's exact wonks, thz followding paragraphs
accurately reflect both his views on the various problems discussed
and the spirit in which his remarks vers made,

After the usual exchange of conventional compliments, I said:

Q - There have been many conilicting reports as to whether Parliementary
election will be held this year. As leader of a strong political

party; what is your opinion?

A - vAth Arshad Al-Umari as Prime Minister, it is difficult if not
impossible to predict anything. An American diplomat in Ankara
was once asked if Hitler would attack Turkey. He answered, 'ihzn
a madman leads an orchestra, how can one tell whether the music
will go up or doun’"

Q - Jhat does PeOples Purty hooe to ach1eve7

A - TIndependence - Demscracy - Progress, These are the blessed trlnlty,
© no one of which can be obtained vithout the other,

Independence means getting rid of British, Jithout tha r1t¢sn,

the ignorant "old Turks" would not be able to last a month. There
might be some disturbances but they viould not be serioms.
.Democracy - as Lincoln said, is government of the people, by the
people and for the people.

Progress means Agrarian reform - new industries - abolition of .
feudalism - increased standards of living, health and education,

Q = Do your ideas of Agrarian reform run along Soviet linea?

13
A - Yo, I advocate giving plots of Government—cwned land to small
farmers. These farmers would then form cooperatives vith berefit
of trained Covernment advisers and technicians,

I do not like the idea of Collective Farms particularly for Iraq.
(It seems that llarshall Tito recently made a similar statement -
14) Agrarian reform is really the most important problem in
this country which, of course, will remain predominantly agricul-

tural for many years. The people rust be settled on the land

which they ovm themselves. Only thus can the feudzl power of the
Shaikhs be broken, only thus can rural schools, now bitterly
opposed by reactionary landlords, be established, and only thus

can the country's standard of living and literacy be raised,

New industries will come as the standard of living of our peoples
beging to Justify the investment of capital in procuctive factories,

Q - How far
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‘Yihat is the principal berrier between your party and
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i

How far do you think Government ovrership or control should be
extended in Iraq? '

I believe the Government should ovm and operate all public utilities,
and that muricipal governmsnts should ovm cinemas and run them
for the batteomment of the public and not as commercial ventures.

Do you think tne Government should have control over the press?

No, certainly not until such time as the country may have attained
a pgenuine and deep-rooted democracy.

Yhat progress has been made towards uniting Irag's Leftist Parties?

Some, but not as nuch as we would like. As you knoior ths Peoples
Party which I have the honor to lead has joined togetler with the

-National ‘Union Party. We asked Kamil Chaderchi to unite his

Hational Democratic Party to us, but he refused. 7fe hope hoiever,
that a nuwiber of the present members of the National Democratic
Party will come into our ranks.

Has the Government approved the Petition fof unification of your
party with the Nationel Union Party?

fot yet, but it may eventually. In any case it does not matter
very much since both parties have been legalized individually and
we can work out our cooperative one vmy or another,

.
Yamil

Chaderchits?

liy insiastence on Agrarian reform and tha fact that iy sincarity
is well imowin does not appeal to Chaderchi, who is by no peans
the reformer he would like the public to believe him to be,
Remember Chaderchi is a large landovmer,

Are ths ellahin on Chaderchi's estates better treated than elsewhere:
in Iraq? '

ol As & matter of fact Chaderchi's fellahin are very badly treated
indeed, '

Yhat do you think of the Rightist Party Al-Istaqlal?

It is purely reactionary group which is as basically opposed to
real reform as are the British and the "old Turlis" who run Iraa,

"As a matter of fact, Al-Istiqlal now has an oral agreement vith

Prime !inister Arshad Al-Urmari to refrain from attacks on the
Government as long as Arshad is concentrating on crushing Leftist
movemant.

“hat iz the membership of the Peoplcs Party?

A - About
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T
A - About 6,000. Add to this about 1,500 for our associates the
Mational Union Party and you can see that for a young organization
tacitly opposzd by the Covernment we are not doing too bedly,

)

Are thege 7,500 active vmrlwors?

QO
1

A - lHNot exactly, TFor th: past month or so the Policz in the Provinces
havs been arresting and jailing known membzrs of my party on all
sorts of absurd charges. Last weelc one of our rziabesrs vias
actually given 20 days in jail on a charge of reading & mazazine
on the street., There is no question that the Covernment is.
doing all it can to discourage varty membership. (Aziz' charge
of arrests on false chargas in the small towns and villagss has
been confirmed by a reliable British source - RBi)

Q —. In the face of this Covernmental. opposition are jyou rot grovring
di.scouraged?

A - Not at all, 4 man like me who really intends to do something
‘ for the people must expect to spend a good deal of time in jail.

THey ca2ll me a Communist, as indeed they do everyone with liberal
ideas in this country, but I shall go on fighting and will expect
to tale the consequences. You as a Christian well mow that
Jesus Christ was crucified for the new ideas he brought into a
benighted lond, — Actually the Baghdad jail is not bad, and my
food is sent in from my home. The Director of the jail is a

gentleman,

Q - If you do not expsct anything like fair elections in the Toreszezble
future, and if the grip of the people you call "old Turks® and
Reactionaries is as strong as ever, how do you expest to mzke any
progress here?

A - The first step of course is to achieve independsnce by getting rid.
of the British. Just how this can be accomplished, I am not
prepared to say, but it will be done eventually, Once the British
have vithdrarm, the Ottoman educated, or rather, wneducated,
political ring will fall espart like a house of cardg in a cyclons,
ThHere may be some distrubances and bloodshed, but it will rot be
nearly so serious as you might imagine. Then the sincere, well-
equipped liberala of Irag, will take over the Covernment of this
country 'and reform will come,

Q - But do you think this will tale time?

A - Yes, nuch time, I may not even live to see it, but it is my job
" to work for the deslred end.

() - In effscting a change in Covernment, the Army ofton plays an
important role. How doas the Iragi Army stand politically?

A - 3ince 1941 thz Iraqi Army hay been careful to keep out of politica,
The Army hovever, hatesz the British, In 1941 ths Army admired
Jarmany's military machine, but it was not really pro-Nazi, it wus
anti-iritisa,.  The same is true today,

Q —~ Do.you
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Q ~ Do you give credence to the rumors of Communist infiltration of
the Iragl irmy?

A - Very little. As I have said, the ruling passion of the Iraqi .
soldier is hatred of the Brltluh. He. may turn to the Russians
as he did to the Nazis to help him get rid of his 3ritish masters.
Tt is true that the younger officers of the Iraai -d:‘rlj are growing
much nors volitically minded and practically all of them are
liberals. Iy paper Al-Vatan vas by far the most popular paper
in Army circles, and it was followed in populerity by the other
- 4 Leftist journals, 5
You know the Iraqi soldiers admired the German Army very much.
Wnen the Red Army beat the Mazis it bscame their ideal of a great
i military machine, I do not know about the reportsd Communist
"y inTluence in ths Ammy, but I can say that a.f.q._.‘_l.ll“..tlo"l. of Russia
issgroviing stronger and rnare general,

i Q ~ And now the inevitable question. ‘.‘Fnat are your views on tha
'112 Palcytine situation or are you too preoccupied with vital internal
+t  problems to give much thought to the Zionists? ;

g . ; .
.. A~ By momeans, I feel as strongly on the Palestine issue as any
ST other Arab.  Palestine is an Arab country, no power on earth has
a right to take it away from us and give it to a foreipgn race.
ile will never yield on this point. There can be no compromise.
Palestine must bz given its independence under its rizhtful
Arab Government. -

At this point the telephone rang., I could see that the nature of
the call wzs somewhat embarrassing. %hen he hung up T nrepared to
leave.

Mexcuss me," Aziz Shoarif aﬂld "t they viant me a2t the Court
immediately. It. seemg that one oi‘ the several indictzients zgainst
me has davelopzd more rapidly than we had expected.!

WSorry", I said,

WThink nothing of it, I may soon be going back to jail for a
while, but as I told you, it's not too bad, and a fellow lile me must
figure on spending a certain amount of time in jail in a country like

! thig,n
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