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 Introduction
on
Izidians And lalish

Written by: Pir Khidir S. Khalil
Translated by: Fadhil H. Khudeda
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KURDISH WRITERS OF YAZID ORIGIN

- PIR XIDIR SULAIMAN KHALIL -

= 1952: Pir Xidir is born on July Ist in the provice of Sheikhan/ Ninewah

= 1970: Pir Xidir graduates from High School in Sheikhan

1970-1974: He studies at the University of Baghdad

and graduates with a Bacherlor degree in Kurdish

language and literature
guag Pir Xidir in Baghdad 1973

Pir Xidir in 1964
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1974-1975: Pir Xidir joins the Kurdish nationalist movement Peshmerge and starts
working for the Kurdish radio

1975: After the Iragi and the lranian governments joined forces against the
Kurdisch nationalist movement (conspirancy of Algeria), Pir Xidir feels to Iran

Following his return from Iran, Pir Xidir had to join the Iraqi army and starta [,5
year long military service

1977: After completing his military service, Pir Xidir starts working as a teacher
for Kurdish language in Sheikhan

During the census in 1977 he did not want to sign that Yazidis are from Arabic
origin

He was later sent by the Baath Party to work at a high school in Mosul, where he
had to teach Kurdish language to Arabic children

1980: Following the outbreak of the first gulf war, teachers and savants also had
to join the forces. Pir Xidir fought four years at the front line

1984: Pir Xidir returns to Iraq and is permitted to work at the high school in
Sheikhan again, where he remains until his escape in 1991

1991: He flees back to Iran with his family, since the Iragi government continues
to step up pressure against the Kurdish population

They spent two month in a refugee camp, until a secured zone was established for
the refugees in northern Iraq

Pir Xidir resides the next five years in Dohuk (Southern Kurdistan) before
migrating to Germany in 1997
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= 1997: Pir Xidir flees to Germany with his family, where he lives in exile until his
return to Kurdistan in 2003

> Since 2003 he and his wife Khiyal commute between Germany and Kurdistan

» His children work and study in Germany

written by Pir Xidir Sulaiman, translated by his daughter Bahar Sulaiman Pir Xidir and his children in 1991 °

1994-1975: Pir Xidir works for the radio of the revolutionary movement Voice of
Kurdistan

1977: He joins the Kurdish Writers in Dohuk

After his flight to Iran in 1991 he became the chairman of the Kurdish Writers in
Dohuk. He remained in this position until his migration to Germany in 1997

* 1992-1993: He became the head of the Kurdish Television station Geli Kurdistan in
Dohuk

= 1993: Along with friends he established the cultural center Lalishdohuk, in which
he worked as a chairman until 1997

1997-2005: Although in exile in Germany, he remained honorary director of the
Lalish center in Dohuk. After his return in 2005 he became chairman again
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* Pir Xidir is member of the editorial office of the central magazine of Kurdish
writers in Erbil, Peyv in Dohuk, Denge Ezidian in Germany and holder of the Lalish
Magazins

* 1997 he became member of the Kurdish committee of the Yazidi in Oldenburg,
Germany

* Pir Xidir is member also member of the Kurdish Pen in Europe

= 1991-1994: He is the party executive of the PUK in Sheikhan and member of the
PUK quarter in Dohuk
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YEZIDISCHES FORUM e.V.
Mala Ezidiyan - Oldenburg

1991: Pir Xidir is adviser of the Yazid community in the Kurdish delegation, which
campaigns for the rights of Kurds in Baghdad

He is member of the Iraqi opposition and took part in two conferences (in Pir
Mam/ Kurdistan 1992 and in London/ United Kingdom 2002)
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+ 2000: Along with friends, Pir Xidir became advisor for legal affairs of the Yazidi
community within the Kurdish government

+ 2005-2009: Pir Xidir became member of parliament within the Kurdish regional
government in Erbil. He was responsible for the following sectors: Culture,
international relations, code of law and higher education

* Apart from teaching, his political activity, and directing several centers, Pir Xidir is also a talented
Yazidi writer and author

* He has received several domestic and international awards for his lifetime achievements (2009
from the Kurdish committee of the Yazidi in Oldenburg, 2010 from the Lalish center in Dohuk,
2014 from the cultural center in Sheikhan, 2019 from the Section of Sociology of Religion of the
Italian Sociological Association)
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* Pir Xidir began writing in the early 1970s

* 1971: He published several of his work in Kurdish and Arabic magazines and
newsletters (Turas Shabi, Bayan, Roshanbiri New, Karwan, Hawkari, Denge Ezdian,
Denge Isgehe Kurdistan, Govara Lalish, Rojnama Lalish, Peyv, Matin, etc.)

im0 e g e i

e gmraacys -~ e

* Pir Xidir gave several seminars and lectures on Yazidis
and Kurdish culture and tradition in Kurdistan, Iraq,
Iran, Germany, France, Italy, Great Britain, Russia, the
United States of America and other countries
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Yazidism in the lights of some Yazidi texts

+ 1979: Pir Xidir publishes his first book Ezidiyati
with his friend and fellow colleague Khalil Jundi in
Baghdad. A month later it was banned by the
government

= 1985: Pir Xidir publishes his second book Gundiati (Part of Life and Ethnography of
the Yazidis) in Baghdad

+ 1988: Mirgaha Sheikhan and Sheikhanbagi (The realm of Sheikhan and the tribe of
the Sheikhanbagi) is published by Pir Xidir and his friend Sadila Sheikhani in

Baghdad
* The book addresses the history of the Yazidis
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= 1994: Pir Xidir writes books for Yazidi students (grade | to grade 6), which were
published by SILK, a Swedish human rights organization in Dohuk. They are

written in Latin Kurdish
* 1996: These six books were published by the Ministry of Education in Kurdistan

as textbooks and are used up to this day

= 2000: Pir Xidir wrote Ezidiayati I, Ezidiayat 2, Ezidiayat 3 for Yazidi students in
Germany, Ezidiayat | was published by the Kurdish committee of the Yazidi in
Oldenburg, Germany and is used as a textbook up to this day

= 2009: He writes his book Sifir al Ezidiya, which contains several aspects of Yazidism
(it was published in Arabic by the Lalish center in Dokuk)
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2009: Pir Xidir writes his book An Introduction to the Izidians and Lalish, which was
published in English by the Lalish center in Dohuk

Introduc

on
Izidians And Lali,

B &
e y: Pir Khidir S Khalil
Translated by: Fadhil H. Khuded

2009: His book Mitraism is published after he translated Ali Tatars Kurdish book
into Arabic

Inspired by his books, he published several works about Kurdish language,
grammar and literature and the Yazidism
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Aside from his political and cultural activity, Pir Xidir always kept children in his
mind. He wrote several short stories and didactic poems to bring the Kurdish
language closer to children (Mamosta, Kit u Mishik, Emin Saroken Kichkok, Hishmara,
Kurdistan Walate Ciwan, Ezdiyati |, and several more)
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Pir Xidir is married to Khiyal Sino Pir Abo and has three sons, two daughters and
three grandchildren, who live in Germany
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sident of Iraq,Dr. Mam Jalal Talibany,and Chairman of L.C. in Baghdad 2005

President Barzany and Lalish Chairman
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~ President Barzany with Lalish Chairman in L. C.1994

Mr. Nechirvan Barzany with Chairman of L. C.
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Peshimam and Babachawis(iwo l/.idy religious people) with Chairman o

1 alich Cantas-

,\hd“L /\/c/ Tayb, Peir Khedir, Dr.Askar Boyik, Shahab Dagh, Dr. Zoraby.
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Prince of Izidies:Tahseen beg, Pir Khidir, Sheikh Shamo and Qader Salel
i

of I\uulnsl.m Parliament ,C h.umun of L. C. with the

-t . .l Cadaval Darliamaont

ome Members
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