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PILLAGE OF A TOWN.

It ix reported from Bagdad, accoedin i an
paper, that the Hamawand fibe of hive
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Mishehavior
of the Ham .
wand, abo :
1684,

Tha Rerthern
Bhammar,
to 188D,

1600

whola distriots, aml even threatened Baghdad iteelf, they were mow
unshle to do more than eommit raids and robberies in the desert and on
tha antekivis of tha aetilad trasts

A partial sxception to this genemal change existed in the Kurdish
Hamawand tribe near the Persian border. In 15568 Colonel Tweedie
the British Resident at Baghdad, reported of them as follows :

At the time of writing, indeed, s pericdically during many yests past, the Fremtier
of the Baghdad and Mosn] Pashaliks in dangeroas from the raide of the Hamiwand
or Abmediwand Honls, Within the present year, this great postsl line has once or
fwice bien closed bessuse of them, to ofber then the largest Kifilas; sad Her
Hl,;iul!-?'l Vice-Covanl sk Mosul, when PRHNE OTEr ik h'l.ll!'.. npu‘l.d that bis " #sourt
ramged fiom cop hundred and thirty meountad infantey 1o twentics pmd  ffteens
besides Dhabitias (gems d'ormes), sccording to the state of the road”™ = The
Hembwande" ko edaed, = have eremicd s regolar scare all sloeg the fne; and
althingh there wre large ngmbers of treops moving about, they never srem be cosie
up with them." And yol, this thorn in the side of bwo grest Governpients is re-
presemted by u bordas of barely fve handred fighting men. Armed with Marlinid, and
ncanted on mares * lifted " from the Shammar, they sre os abiquilous, aa mishievons,
and aa dillealt to tonch a8 moarms of wepe Only the othar day an officer was
wounidsd, and & soldler killed, I:‘\' thim nest Bulimazlsh.

The Northern Shammar continued for long te be ruled by Shaikhb
Farhan-hin-3afik ; and the history of that Shaikh and his near relations
illustrates the degeneracy and disintegration which had now set in
among the Arab tribes of Turkish ‘Ieby.  Shaikh Farhin, who had sue-
coeded to the Shaikbship on or soon after the muorder of his father in
|547, appears at & later time to have spent some years, probably as a
political détane, at Conutantinople, where he learned Turkish and bocam.:
imbued with Turkish idews. After his return to Mesopotamis he v
again recognised as Shaikh ; and he eventually veceived an allowance
uf !S.i.HHl 8 year from the Turkish Government on eowditton of main-
taining order in the dribal ares and inducing Lis people to adopt & more
eettled life. To pronote the latter object be himself took op s fixed
residence at Slargat on the Tigris, where he was found established in
1578 ; but no progress had then been made in inwring the Shammar to
ayrriculture, a8 was hoped might bo dovs.  The Shaikh lad by that time
obtnined the title of Pasha, sud his younger sons were Leing instrocted
in the Turkish language.

A large proportion of the Noribern Shammar seem to have hesn
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T8 VILAYET DE MOSSOUL

Hamavands. — On peul considérer les Hamarands comme
apparlenant & la méme race que les Kurdes, Comme plusieurs
de ces derniers, ils sont venus do sud de la Perse qui faisail
partie de l'ancien Kurdistan, et qui est encore habilé par des
{ribus kurdes, Les Hamavands onl conservé enlre sux une grande
eolidarité. 1ls sonl brigands et pillards. L'agricullurs et les arls
sonl inconnus chez eux; ils posstdenl de bons chevaux qu'ils
eavenl irés bien dresser, et quilenr sont d'un grand secours dans
leurs vols el pillages.

Jusqu'en 1887, ces iribus, malgré tous les efforls pour les
soumelire ei les fixer au sol lentés par le gouvernement, qui
avail & plusieurs reprises envoyé contre elles des troupes régu-
litres, élaient restées indépendanles. Elles ne voulaient recon-
natlre d'autre autorilé que celle de leurs chefs anxquels elles
donnent le titre d'Agha el de Pacha. En 1887, Ismail-Pacha,
secondé par quelques officiers de mérite, parvinl i s'emparer de
leurs principaux chefs, qu'il envoya a4 Mossoul avee leurs fa-
milles, Il espérail arriver & la soumission compléle des Hama-
vands; mais il ful rappelé & Conslanlinople, el aprés son dépar
les choses ne se bornirenl pas & rester en 'élat incomplel oi il
les avail mises. Quelques Hamavands, gardés i Conslanlinople
comme olages élant parvenus & s'enfuir, retournirent dans leur
pays oi, sous leur conduite, les vols el les pillages recommen-
cierent avec une nouvelle activité, Enfin, plus récemment, une
nouvelle expédilion envoyée conlre ces brigands, a réussi A les
soumellre tolalement, Les chefs de tribus onl élé envoyéds &
Constanlinople, les bandes ont fait leur soumission & l'auvlorité
locale, el I'ordre & 61¢ si bien rélubli qu'd la suile de cetle cam-
pazne six cenls familles sont renlrées de Perse oi elles avaienl
émigré aprés la destruclion de leurs habilations par les ama-
vands.
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Koupri. — houpri, quon appelle avssi Alloun-Keupru
(ponl d'or) el Al-Ranlara, est un forl village LAL enlre deux
bras du Kulchuk-Zab (Caprus des anciens), On y accéde par un
pont magnifique biti, dit-on, par Mourad 1V le conquérant de
Bagdad. Ce ponl, comme beancoup de ees consiruclions, al'arche
du milieu plus large el plus haule que les aulres, ce qui produit
un bel effet monumenlal, mais rend la circulation pénible au
héttes de somme; ce pont est sur la route des caravanes.

Koupri est & 56 kilométres d’Erbil el & 40 kilomelres de Ker-
kouk. On y compte, d'aprés les chiffres officiels turcs, 1,704 ha-
bilants du sexe masculin; T98 maisons; 2 mosquées et un
mesdjid (chapelle musulmane}; 2 Aans ou holelleries; 81 bou-
liques et magasins; 6 calés lures; 5 jardins el vergers; & teinlu-
reries; 15 moulins el 2,741 champs cullivés,

Les aulorités administratives sonl le mudir, directenr du
nahié, le direcleur du télégraphe, un employé des conlribulions
el un employé des dimes.

Les habitants de ce nahié, pour la plupart Turcomans, sont
presque fous cullivaleurs.

Chaoudn. — Les Chaoudn, tribu korde qui forme le
nahié de méme nom, ont une répulation égale i celle de | Hama-
vand, le s voising du sud ; mais ils leur sonl inféricus o
vwurage el en habilete, ce qui les rend moins redontables,

Le chef-lieu de ce nahié est Guerl-Khabar, villaga situé sur
le Kutchiek-Zub, an flancd'un rocher boisé, comme un nid dans
la verdure.

Un autre village imporlant de celte tribu est Aghd)élir, dans
un pays magnifique el des plus pilloresques, au centre de la
tribu.

La résidence du mudir est & Guerl-Khabar,

Touz- Khourmato.— Le gros villagede ce nom, chel-lieu
d'un nahié du méme nom, eslsilué dans une pusilinn agréable,
sur lE route de Kerkouk & Bn"tlad. Son nom, qm 5|gmrg sel et

Aatiss ladlawa an mmnainala ....-.I...-..-.nn [ - A, | R p——
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ans le pays et que les nombreux postes ue cava-

rie que nous avons entrevas pendant la jour-
m'_!ﬁ sur les bords du Tigre sonl placés de la sorte
POLy; les Jempicher de franchir le Mleave. Aussi
dufant toute la nuit nous faisons bonne garde,
Maks nons n'apercevons et n'entendons que des
bamjos de chacals qui viennent hurler & quelques
P25 Y qu kélek. Cependant, pour plus de sireté,
nuussnuus metions en route deux heures avant
Paub€  rhoment habituel des attaques 3 main
ar‘mée dans ces régions, el, & peine avons-nous
fait qubiire heures de navigation, que, de toute
pa L, 1g, gens qui suivent la berge du fleuve nous!
Interpeyiont en nous prévenant de nous arréter ery
toute h te, nous dunnant comme raison la présenc
dans les\ opvirons immédiats d'une centaine d

Hamawaty i nous guettent depuis trois jours “'1
chearahan T i

i@nn que de célébres bandits, os Hamawan, sont

VMRS FRLELIL PRULIL REAET WE UL AW Saua e e

Ces Havyawan sont des brigands redoutables
que I'autor! ité ne peul parvenir adompter et contre
]esqu:‘.’:Ia . a déja fait de nombreuses expéditions
Wrew e vvSeonrs de Parméee, IYune cruauté sans
parcille, aud._; impitoyables pour les musulmans
que pour Iﬁls‘j chréticns, ils o'épargnent personne
et ne font ja ... grice de la vie & quiconque
tombe entre 1,0 mains. Ils sont cependant pen

nombreux, dw']x i trois cenls i peine, mais supé-

L]
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rieursment armés de fusils & tir rapide pris ou
achelds aux lroupes envoyées contre cux. etim-
poscnt une telle crainte & leurs adversaires que
ceux-¢i s¢ loissent généralement égorger sans
lutte. Actuellement le vali de Mossoul, avec les
troupes du commandement militaire de Kerkouk,
les cherche soi-disant sur la frontiére de Perse,
et nouws les rencontrons au beau milien de la
vallée du Tigre, un pen av-dessous du confluent
du petit Zab, sur les versants du Djebel llamrin!

Déji plusieurs fois do haules personnalités nous
onl entrelenus de ces illustres bandits, nous ont
conlé leurs aventures el vraimentil n'y a qu'en
Turquie que de pareils faits puissent se produire.

Leur bande, existant depuis longlemps, avait
jadis & sa téte un brigand célébre, qui mourut il
Y oaoune rentaine d annees, Ayanlk aa moment de
sa mort distribué son butin cotre ses trois fils;
Djouamir, Hussein et Mama-SouleTman, ceux-ci
se stparérent ob continuérent chacun pour son
compte le métier qu'ils avaient appris & exercer
sous les ordres de leur pire. Hussein, mal dowé,
parait-il, pour réussir, disparut dés le début dans
quelque lutte ignorée, mais ses deux fréres oul
acquis an contraire une répulation universelle.
Divizant en deux bandes les hommes avec les-
quels ils avaient précédemment combatlu, ils con-
tinudrent la série de leurs forfails,
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L'ainé, aprés avoir été pris plusieurs fois, puis
reliché par les autorités moyennant de fortes ran-
gor i, oblint du Shah de Perse, i condition de
vivre désormais en repos, un vieux chiteau situé
sur les confins des deux empires et toul & edté de
la route habituelle des pélerins qui se rendent &
Samarra et 4 Kerbela. Ayant eu soin d'en faire
une véritable forteresse et malgré ses serments,
il recommenga bientdt, tout comme avant, & voler
el & piller, massacrant indistinctement les Per-
sans comme les Turcs, les uns soi-disant parce
qu'ils étaient Schiiles et les autres Sunnites, tant
et si bien que de toute part les plaintes afflugrent.
Cependant les gouverneurs des pays limitrophes
n'avaienl guére envie de se mesurer avee le fa-
rouche brigand, et il fallut un ineident qui portit
directement atteinte & la dignité du Shah pour
qu'on se décidat & sévir contre lui. En effet, ayant
Appris qu UNe Hile 0e ce S0UVETAIN Allall procidl-
nement s¢ rendre avec une riche caravane en
Misopotamie pour y faire sos dévotions aux tom-
bheaux d'Ali et de ses fils, Djouamir sans hésiter
e porla a sa rencontre, s'empara de sa personne
et de ses bagages et la conduisit chez lui. Puis,
pendant plus de trois mois, il la tint enfermée
dans son harem, la traitant comme one de ses
simples concubines, aprés quoi il la renvoya &
Téhéran, Furicuse, la princesse se plaignit dés son
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arrivée et obtint de son pére qu'on chétierait im-
médiatement le coupable. Une aclion combinée
ayanl été décidée, deux corps de troupes, 'un
LUrC, | dukre IJHrEEI.lI,_ I.llll'\"llll'l‘.'-lll. UL Hadlls peines ’..
cerner le chiteau du bandit et le sommérent dy
ge rendre. Ilrefusa, bien entendu, mais attird tral
treusement, quelques jours aprés, dans le cam)
persan, il fut saisi, enterrd jusqu’an cou, puis dé
eamnilé

Quant & Mama-Souleiman, il & mend jusqu'd
Prosuine uue esELcY b pros curiense encore el
seul des trois fréres il vit toujours pour le mal-
heur des voyageurs qu'il égorge et des caravancs
qu'il détrousse sans pilid.

Ayanlt élé pris une premibre fois, il offrit an
gouverneur une sijolie rangon et lui fit de sibeaux
garmonle dn'an la aamoes sanifaina do eandgpe
meried Kerkouk et qu'on le chargea de veiller &
son tour & la séeurilé des habitants qu'il avail si
By L l'l-"-":-"-'ﬂ";ﬂ ‘ -‘." L1 :'"u' L1 '|:H.F unl'.l uT il IIPE nuolre
Hamawan s’ennuya de cette profession peu lucra-
tive, cf, emmenant avec lui quelques-uns de ses
gaplichs pour grossir son anciemne Lroupe, il re-
pritle chemin des montagnes o, sans plustarder,
il exergn de nouveau son ancienoe industrie. 11
fit tant et si bien qu'il fallut envoyer contre lui
Mehemet Pacha Daghestani (ancien officier russe)
gui parvinl non sans peine, el grice & de nom-
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breux escadrons, & s'en emparer pour la deuxiéme
fois. Il semblerait & toul homme sensé que ce
gu'on aurail en de micux i faire en l'occurrence
el élé de le pendre aw plus vite ; bien an
contraire, il sul si bien amadouver le vali que,
vraisemblablement pour le récompenser celle fois
des lalents militaires dont il avait fait preuve en
ge défendant contre les troupes du gouvernement,
il ful nommé commandant de gendarmerie ot
vécut paisiblement & Kerkouk dans I'exercice
de sea nouvelles fonctions | Cependant, & la
nouvelle de 'exécution de son frére, il déserta e
nouveau et, rassemblant en une seule bande tous
lez Hamawan encore existanls, il se mit de rechef
& terroriser le pays.

Depuis ce moment on n'a pu le reprendre, el
malgré les expéditions annuelles des walis, avee
lesquels, d'ailleurs. prétendent les Arabes, il est
de compte i demi, il continue & égorger, & piller
‘et & briler partout o il dirige ses pas. Clest sa
présence qu'on nous annonce avec uneforte partie
de sa troupe et celle nouvelle nous stupéfie, car
nous n'avoens quitté Mossoul quiapris avoir regu
officiellemeat du gouverneur du wilayet, par
I'entremise du consul, rassurance queles bandits,
AULUCIICILITIIL CHYLILLLLIEeS l_,lu.l i1 Lluupl‘,s. BLaleL
hors d'état de noire |

Anrde nana Mles aredlda anslonse hanrae ot mie
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provisoirement sous la protection d'une tribu de
nomades, les Arabes que nous avions envoyés aux
renseignements reviennent, nous apportant de
bonnes nouvelles @ les Hamawan ont renoncé i
nous altendre ainsi qu'a traverser le fleuve et se
sont enfoneds & Uintériour. 11 faut de suvite profiter
de celte bonne occasion, et nous parlons en toute
hiite, ayant soin heureusement de nons faire pré-
céiler par trois kéleks qui se dirigent comme nous
vors Bigdad. Mais, 4 peine avons-nous descendu
le Tigre pendant cing ou six kilomélres, que,
vers lea quatre heures de I'aprés-midi, nous aper-
covons toul & coup, 4 un coude du fleuve, une
troupe nombreuse de cavaliers qui scmblent
garler lo passage. Vile la jumelle & la main... et
nous constalons avee nivrement que les rensei-
gnemoents donnds 4 nos émissaires étaient erro-
nis et que ces maudits Hamawan sont bien 1a qui
ditjii se diploient pour nous arréfer lorsque nous
serons & leur haoteur.

Ils ont dailleurs choisi leur endraitd merveille.
Lo Tigre, resserrd dans la gorge que ses eanx se
sont crouste au travers du Djebel-Hamrin, fait
deux comles brusques ot & angle droit; ils les com-
mandent facilement de leurs feux eroisés, of main-
tenantils s'avancent sur laberge & notre rencontre,
Nous distinguons & merveille leurs longs burnous
noirs sur lesquels se détachent leurs armes étin-
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celant au soleil. N'était le cdté tragique de notre
position, ¢'est 14 un charmant tableau. Au fond,
les flanes escarpis et couverls de verdure de la
montagne, au pied de laquelle serpentent les flots
moirés du Tigre, éblovissants de clarlé ; entre
deux, galopant en ligne déployée, soixante et
quinze brigands, gesticulant et criant. Leurs vé-
tements foncés apparaissent plus sombres encore
sur la robe blanche de leurs montures;ils s'ap-
prochent jusqu’au bord du fleuve, et déja les ké-
leks qui nous précédent vont tomber entre leurs
mains.

Par un bonheur providentiel, nos bateliers ont
pu, & foree de rames, nous jeler & la cdle opposée,
4 quelques centaines de mélres 4 peine des Ha-
mawan; ¢'est toujours un moment de gagne,
puisque, nous a-t-on dit, nos adversaires n'ont
pas le moyen de traverser le fleuve. Peul-tlre
faut-il en profiter pour ticher de fuir en laissant
radeau el bagages? Déjh deux Arabes qui nous
accompagnent et l'un de nos kélekdjis se prépa-
rent & déguerpir en nous abandonoant ; Julien les
raméne au devoir par une admonestalion bien
gentie et les envoie reconnaitre 3 nous avons
quelque chance, bien improbable cependant, de
noais tirer de L.

En méme temps, nous pouvons nous offvir la
salisfaction de contempler par avance, & trois
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cents méires & peine,le sort qui nous est desting.
A peine arrivés i hauteur des brigands, les kéleks
qui ont continué leur route sont aceueillis par
une gréle de balles; un tournant les dérobe bien-
tt & notre vue, mais en revanche nous aperce-
vons & merveille les bandits qui les suivent en
leur envoyant de la berge de nombreux coups de
feu. Quelques moments aprés, tout bruit cesse,
les kélekdjis sont tués et les radeaux conquis !
Bienldl ce seranotre tour, car, possesscurs main-
tenant du véhicule nécessaire pour traverser le
fleuve avee leurs chevaux, les Hamawan vont
sans nul doute franchir le Tigre et venir nous at-
taquer sur I'heurs.

Mmals, Lheu soit lowd lee danger n'est pas encore
immédiat. Un de nos Arabes vient nous rendre
comple que nous avons abordé sur un ilot, et le
courant des eaux est si violent qu'il faudrait long-
temps pour remonterun kélek jusqu'a sa hauteur
ot pouvoir y débarquer. Ce nesont cependant que
quelques instants de gagnds, car, en présence de
notre pelit nombre (nous sommes six en tout gui
soyons armés) (1), qui nous dit que les soixante
ol quinze brigands ne vont pas traverser le fleuve
avec des outres, & la mode du pays, et venir nous

(1) Les dimensions du rodean ont forcément limité 1a nombra
d'hommes quo nous avons pu emmener ovee nous tf mous e

posstdons en plus de Zichiria-boy ot du Montioégrin que deuz
gondarmes,
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allaquer sur notre refuge? Il s’agit de combiner
vivement un plan de combat qui ncus permelte an
minineg da défandrs shiramant nntrs vie

Quitter I'ile ot chercher & fuir & pied, on n'y
peul songer; il nous faudrait toujours atterrir &
I'une ou Pautre rive et déja elles sont toutes deux
au pouvoir des Hamawan, dont nous voyons les
vedetles & peu de distance. Nous nous préparons
done & la résistance; puisque ces bandits ne font
jamais de guartier on n'a pas latentation d’entrer
en composilion avec eux, el, mourir pour mourir,
ils verront au moins qui nous somimes. Nous fzi-
sons de suite sur notre kélek notre branle-bas de
comhat : malles, traversins, matelas sont empilés
le long des murs de la maisonnette; on distribue
& chacun son poste. En cas d'altaque par terre,
nous repousserons nolre radeav au large, et alors,
advienne que pourra, nous n'aborderons jamais
el tacherons, coite que coite, de franchir le dé-
filé.

Mais an fond nons nourrissons tous un secret
espoir, nous caressons une derniére espérance
(sur laguelle cependant ilne faudrait guére comp-
ter, car elle a si peude fondement 1), c'est que,
n'élant pas atlagués jusqu'd la tombée de la nuit
nons puissions peut-élre, avec aile e Dien, nous
rejeter dans le courant et forcer notre blocus.

Qu'elles sont longues les heures que 'on passe
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galebs cachd par les eanx, il remonte le
courant pendant 130 metres, pour
abauti enfin ser Fautre rive, Le chemin
est Iraed, nows n'avoss plos qu'a le
suivre; nolre brave geadarme, rendu
eraintif, ferme In marche, Deux heures
aprés 00ws nows aredlans & Geifan, antre
village Yéxidi, Dans I campagoe son!
ines de nombreox |

de phlerinage; ils sont en plerre, de
forme pyramidale, & trois ou qualre éla
o et surmontés d'un Loil conique,

Sans Je motadre incident, nous traver
sous wne plalee ondulie, Sakhal-Ghozel
fort redoutdn dos gos da pays qui crai
gnent Jes attaques des Bidoulng, et, apré
wair parconra les buttes de terre od
antrelois  Ninive, doot solra gravor
représente Iéal actoel des fouilles, Now
arrivons & Mossoul, bdtia sur la rive droit
do Tigre.

Prosque entlirement composée d'Al
bes, I population de Mossoul, la Ver
est do 50,000 Ames eavieon ; on eomy
dix mille chrétiens et deux mille Julf
Lris fanatiques. Mossoul n's qoe dew
mols d'hiver, deux meds de plaie : ju
wier el fvrier, Durantle reste de 'an:
Ia chalowe est étonflante; les hubitan
passent les fouratos dans des eaves ap,
lies « werdab » 1 Jos nolts sur les
rasses ot viennent se poser les Gpervio
qul, avee les chiens, sont les grands
toyeurs de ba rue.

Nous ne quittons Mossoul que
nous diriger sur la Perse, & travers

de_lancienne Assyrie. De
breux tedl donodés, ser lesquels '
vaiont Des villages, Indiquent enmbi
oes pays, presque aussl fertiles qao
s rdndlies e {pripst

" )
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soas Ia charge, La eontrie n'eed pas sbire
persanne n'owe & aventurer loin des villes
dans I ersinte de rencontrer bes lama-
v, Kordes teés braves et trés habiles
aw maniement des armes, et qui, depuis
une douzalne "années, so livrent au bri-
gondage, o sont srloal d'exeellents
cavaliors; s femmes de cette tribu
montent & choval el combatient comme
les hommes, Toutes los expéditions diri-
gées conire eux sont demourbes sans
résultat, Deux mods avant nolre pessage,
ils ont attaque, entre Kerkouk ot Soulei-
manioh, ane riche curavane gee proté-
goalent pls de cent hommes armés, 1|
¥ ol dos morls ot des blesses, et ba cara:

| vane entigm fut pillee, Depois Tors, la

terrour rogne daas le pays el les routes
sunt abandonnies,

Dhs nodew wreivia & Kaeboml 1o
ontooré de jarding on croissent bes pal-
miers, le Valinous envoie souhalter la
bienvenue par deus officiers et nous pre
do renoncee & notre vayage A Souleimas
nieh, les campagnes n'olfrant ascune
steurité. Nous le remrcions de s hien-
velllance, toot en regreltant de ne pos-
voir aeecder A son disir, ea qui nous
aearteeait de notre chemin ; pais, il Bt
1o dive aussi, nous avions o seerel Bisir
de voir de pres les Hamavand, Les offi-
ciers n'insistont pas et promellent que
notre escorle seri préde e lendemaia & la
premidre heore,

Nous partons sons [a garde de trente
gendarmes commandés par un offieler ot
nous pénélrons presque aussitot dans In
chalne do Kara.dugh on moatagne Noire,
Yers midi noas atleignons Veadroit o,
deux mois plotot,|x earavane fut depouils
lée; un vienx noyer solitaire end ses
anormes branches au-dessas des Lombes

Bo
 des victimes, A Tebemehemal, nous nous
| arrdtoas poor la nuil; polm escorle noms

abandoane et retourne & Keekonk, Grand
embarras du caTmakan, reprosentant du

botte sillonnée de galeries souterraln
Cest I'ancienns Arboelles déji célihire
tamps d'Alexandre le Grand; elle dul
celle cdbébrité de donner sun nom A
bataille qui eut liew plos & Tosest,
Gaogamely, ¢t duns luguelle be cong
rant macédonlen déllt les armoes
Durius,

Sar un flot de conglomirats da Pe

Zab, s'élive Altun-RKeupra, qu'un
relio & 1a terre ferme: 'arche de ce pont,
bante et hardie de conslruetion, fui a |
valu le nom de « Poalsd'Or s, Cest un |
passage (ris réquents par fes caruvanes
de Perse, Sur les maisons, daos les

[ L dans le village. Ayant reco
des ordres du Vali, il ne veal pas nous
Iaisser partie sams une foete escorte, el il
W'a que qoelques hommes sous In main.
Nous avoas bean lul dire qu'un guide
nous sufllra, il ne vout rles entendre, Un
fou, le visage coavert d'un masjoe en
peau de chivre, vient danser devant nous
el nous prophétise que si mous nous
meltons en marche sans eseorle noos

e

yanvalse miae A la viritd, Cest dans ce
illant dqalpage que nous arrivoss &
paleimaniel, ne redoutant plus goere
W noe Altaque de geadarmes,

14 swirre) Gponins Py,

WISTOIRE D'UN ESCLAVE
TIKO
v

Arrlvds ai village — quelijues cases
Hies sous de grands arbees < Pos
i conduist sa caplire — pour lel es
"Nt pas suten chiose — vars son habe-
ion. Las walres noies lob musqusinnt
In deference, et respectaiont en sl sa
ree extrsordinaire, Tiko comprit que
gens de Déché il navail pasaattendre
deliveance,

Passan menn enfant i s eas, 0o la
ant pas de vae; o, apeis avolr ravivi
0 fen do brindilies desting & doarter los
stigues, il 4'Vlait awis, cherchant
aborieasement le parti lo plos avanta-
ux & tirer de celle proie si fucilement
teinte, Enfla il parut se decider, Prétd
“Holzner, il lia craellement les jambes
u panvee Tiko, malgrd ses protesta-
tions, ot Iabandonna & ses plears o & ses
rellexions Ube la Jonenie,

Le jeune ndgre, malgri |a doolene
que lui  occasionnaient sed entraves,
s"elait endormi, quand il fut réveille par
ln bruyante respiration de son bourrean.
Possou, enuehie en travers de la porte,
comme posr micux garder son caplif,
darmalt profondément, cuvant sans doate
quelque bolsson fermentée dont 1 8'itait

e,

Le lendemain, assez banne heare, ln
noir se lroava en elal do ponirasivee son
projet. Il delivraTikodesesentraves, mais
il lal mit au con wne sorte du eollerette
i boks, assez lounde poarobliger Je jeane
gargon & la soutenir de ses deux maing,

Assart do I'obéissance de san captif,
Posson lo condulbit & la pirogue laissée
eavimie an rivage de ba lagune, o il 1'ni-
daiy prendee place,

Le jeuno gargon, immobilish dans ses
mouvements, demearaitonduan foml de
la pirogue. Lo noir, sans us geand diplole-
ment de foreos, | fabsait avancer vers

serans albaquis, Aprés de longs pour-
parlers, In caTmakan nous oflre com|

quo cent soldats v, Ali-Elfend] et le nom
e cet « homme she et honorable qui est

A In fols ami des voleurs ot o goaverne |

ment », Fort brave homme que ce eom-
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Fortent, en longeant le pays de Jobou,
Toutes les fois qae la pirogue #a erois
sail ('nutees, o'élaient des interpellativas
do bond i bord, des sulutations et des
soabaits & n'es plas Bnir :
| w0 Kouto Kou deou! o Kow!o Kow!
o Kow!w
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The Turkish Soldiers Fed by the Shammar. 59

and then his men discovered that no fodder had been
provided for their beasts, and no rations for themselves,
and no water for men or animals. Most of the soldiers
had b ht raisins, or dates, or bread cakes baked very
hard, and these served as substitutes for the official
rations. There was no water near their camp, so the
men scattered and searched for pools of rain water,
several of which they managed to find, and when they
had drunk themselves they brought their animals to
drink. Whilst thev were in thizs state of disorder a
large body of Shammar Arabs found them, but they did
not attack the soldiers, knowing that each of them had
his rifle and cartridges with him. On the other hand,
the Turkish officer was far from anxious to fight the
Shammar, whose skill in the deadly use of their lances
was well known. Moreover, the soldiers having been
brought so far away without rations were sullen and
discontented, and the officer felt that he could not depend
upon their loyalty. Whilst the officer and the Shammar
chief were discussing matters and smoking, another Pm}i
of Shammar arrived driving before them a considerab
number of sheep which they had that day seized as they
were on their way to Syria. The soldiers and the new-
comers very soon made friends, and sheep were killed
and boiled by the latier, and the Shammar and the
soldiers all feasted together that night. What arrange-
ment the officer made with the Shammar chief we did
not hear, but it was certain that the soldiers were the
guests of the Shammar the whole of the following day,
and that the officer was glad to have this escort back
to Mésul. Comment in the bazdr was very bitter for
several days, and the indignation of the townsfolk was
very great, but the explanation of the matter soon
leaked out, and men's bitter anger was changed to bitter
laughter. It was openly said that the Pishid knew quite
well that he could muster no force sufficiently strong to
beat the Sha.mma.r,. s0 he decided t~ 2= -2 2hs Fonm
ment had done in the case of 116 Hamawand Kurds,
who lived near Karkfik, and puiagen wne caravans
passing between Mdsul and Baghdad, that was, to bribe
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Tablets from the Diydld District. 127

questions, and when they had received a little present
for their trouble they withdrew, and I had no further
bother until I reached Basrah. Colonel Talbot's in-
fluence was very great, and old Ya'kb Thaddeus, the
great authority on British prestige in Baghdid, told me
that if he were to stay in Baghdid he would make things
to be as they were in the days of the great Balids Beg,
who was, of course, Rawlinson.

Having acquired all the tablets I had money to pay
for, I made a little journey to the mounds on the
Diyald river where the natives had found some tablets
and several small terra-cotta figures and bronzes, all of
which were in a poor state of preservation. I acquired
a selection from the " find," and took the objects to
Baghddd and arranged for them to be sent to on,
where thev wonld he naid for

Meanwhile the Delegate did not find Baghddd an
enjoyable place to live in, and he was anxious to leave
it. White also found nothing to do in the town, and the
heat, for the weather had suddenly become w hot,
caused him acute discomfort. I discussed with Colonel
Talbot the possibility of returning to London vid Tudmur
(Palmyra) and Damascus, which latter city I was most
anxious to see, but he would not allow me to attempt
the journey. The Jabir and Shammar tribes were
fighting their neighbours and raiding caravans, and the
whole country north of Dér az-Zfir was in a very un-
settled state. Ewen the Government fattariyin or postal
couriers had to be provided with escorts. atters
were no better on the banks of the Tigris than they
were on the banks of the Khibiir and Euphrates, for
about this time the Hamawand and other Kurdish
tribes held up and pillaged a caravan of 300 camels,
although provided with a military escort, within sight
of the town of Karkiik,! where there was a large Turkish

1 A town on the left bank of the Hasa Su, about 190 miles north
of Baghdad on the main road between Baghdad Mbsul. The

pame ** Karkik " is well known in Sydac under the form woais
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garrison. Whilst the pillage of the caravan was in
process, the Baghddd postman with his men and armed
escort rode up and attempted to drive off the Hamawand.
But the robbers killed some of them and wounded
others and the rest took to flight, lea their twenty
mmules, which were laden with the d mail, in the
hands of the Hamawand. These bo thlﬂve& un]onded
the mules, * went through® the *value-parcels” and
registered packets, and tock out all the money and
valuables and silks. They next examined the bags of
letters and burnt all those that were addressed in Arabic
or Turkish. Thg letters with addresses in En lish
handwritin t back in the bags, for they di

want tron e wjt the British or Indian Gﬂve:mmmt
These things they did in daylight, within two miles of
Karkik, and the Turkish governor, it was said, made no
attempt to stop them. There may have been exaggera
tion in the details of the story which drifted south 'tD

and is a contraction of its ancient name v\ﬂl- duoa raia

Karkhd dh# Béth S&ldkh, which is commonly met with in Syrac
Martyrologies and Chronicles.  (See Hofimann, Aussuge, p. 43 ; Budge,
Book of 5, vol. ii, pp. 81, g1, 245, and the authorities quoted
in the notes.) Theremains of the ancient city, which must have been
there in thedays of Darius and his successors, liein the great hill on the
top of which the citadel now stands. It was a great centre of Western
Persian Christianity, and many churches were built there during the
fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries ; a hill near the town is still pointed
out as the place where an untold number of Christians suffered mart
dom. None of the Arab peographers mention the town, ibly
because in their time it was entirely a Christian town, The E ims
of Karkilk have graves in the Mosque of ‘All which they say contain
the bodies of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, several late
m al works state that the " Three Children ™ are buried there.

. thiopian Church commemorates them on the second day of
the month Takhshiish (November 28th), and the section of the
Hru.idnm which is read on that day summarizes their history.

phic reproduction of the Mosque of *Abd
al-Kddar, a Eurdlsh shikh of such S‘m‘p&!.ﬂl‘f smtit}rmald zeal for

Islim that ’.‘n.'bd al-Hamid used to correspond with him in a private
cipher, and * was accustomed to ask by telegraph for his prayers,
whenever he was meditating anything exceptionally black.”  (Cradle
of Mankind, p. 343.)
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The Tomb of Rabban Hérmizd. 243

or chapel. The altar is in reality the tomb of Rabban
Hérmizd, and the Prior seemed gratified when I asked
to be allowed to carry away an envelope full of the
earth from the base of it to keep as an amulet to afford
me protection on my journey home. I visited the two
chambers in the upper church, i.e., the Sanctuary and
the Baptistery, and two modern chapels, which did not
interest me much. I saw the tombs of several of the
Nestorian Patriarchs in the upper church and obtained
copies of the inscriptions upon them ;* and the Prior

inted out to me the names of C. J. Rich, Mary Rich,

. Bell and Justin Perkins cut on one of the pillars
of the great church. At sunset the Prior announced
that supper was ready, and he led us into a chamber
where there were several priests and monks, and we
all sat down to a long, low, heavy wooden table and ate.
The food consisted of boiled wheat or barley, a little
verv coarse bread. and a laree bowl of thin veretable
soup ; as a concession to the weakness of his guests
the Prior ordered a dish of Sinjir honey as a finish to
the repast, but even with this the meal was not satis-
fying. A lengthy service was to be held in the church
that evening which would last several hours, and he
invited me to attend it, but I said that I would rather
retire to my "' cell” and read the History of Rabban
Hérmizd if he would let me have a manuscript and a
light. He sent for these, and when they arrived he
led me up to my “cell.” This was a chamber near
the upper church, and was in reality a hollow in the
rock with a spacious opening on one side through which
I looked down on a rocky valley with a brawling stream
at the bottom of it. Pointing to this stream the Prior
told me that it had been the means of destroying the

eat library of over one thousand manuscripts, Arabic,
yriac, Karshiini,* and Greek (sic/), which the monastery
once possessed. About 1750 the Hamawand and other

it T have summarized these and their contents in mv Hook of
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244  Destruction of M55, at Rabban Hérmizd.
Kurdish tribes attacked the monastery several times,

mamad Al s mremls semcessed dbks o messeeee ot a. 2. -
————

buﬂdm,g down in the valley. One February there was
much rain, and the snow melted and ran down into the
valley in such a torrent that it swept the little hiding-
place away and carried most of the manuscripts into
the stream. Many of them were rescued, but when they
were dried it was found that all the ink had been rubbed
off and the vellum and paper leaves were almost blank.
Between 1840 and 1844 the Kurds attacked the monastery
twice and pillaged it. On the second occasion they
If‘roceeded most methodically and left the place bare.

hey killed many of the monks, smashed everything
that could be smashed, robbed the church and defiled
it, and all the manuscripts they could lay their hands on
they hacked to pieces with their knives and threw down
into the stream,.

When the Prior left me I settled down to read the
Life of Rabban Hérmizd. This work set forth that the
saint was born at Béth Lipat, or Shirdz, at the end of
the sixth or beginning of the seventh century; his parents
were Christians and his father was -::a.llelg Joseph and
his mother Thecla. At the age of twenty he became a
monk in the Monastery of Rabban bar ‘1dtd, where there
were 264 monks, and in due course he received the
tonsure. He possessed great spiritual gifts; he raised a
dead boy to life, and turned water into oil, and though
the devils attacked him he always conquered them.
Seven years later on the advice of S{lva.nus Bishop of
Kardd, he became an anchorite and lived in a separate
cell. He fasted for ten days at a time, prayed with
tears all day, and never ] down to sIeep at night, and
his spiritual powers dev exceeding] e lived
for thirty-nine years in the Monastery of a.'r Idt& and
for seven years in the Monastery of Abraham of Rishi
in Margi, and formed marvellous cures. He then
went to Béth ‘Edhrai, near Al-Kdsh, with Abraham of
Béth "Abhé, and after the latter went from there and
founded a monastery at Nineveh, the peuPle of Al-
Késh came to Hoérmizd and offered to build him a
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SvEE, A wwsmmas wesems
onve been held sacred at all times,
and certalnly It has & wonderfully
awetome fascination about it, with its
tuge preciplces and Jagged, tangled
2rags watching over the vast Meso-
potamiam plain, The villagers showed
@e the exact spot where Noah de-
stended, while in ove village, Has-
saun, they showed me his grave, the
vineyard where be is repated (o have
indulged overfreely 1o the juice of

esness, oe 16 wall kmown in Malve.
& thelr idle hours or by the chmp-
Lre they whittle out of fragrant cedar
socks ministure barrels, boxes, ek~

1ats and the like, bollowing thens out,
ind Slling them with the chojcest of

he gum from which they have ex-
cllpd and expressed every mite of
mpurity. These they bring into the
ottlements when they returs ia the

| vietors before they were

» a2

crueified
| podulation
into slavery.
Let us contrast the conduct

pring as gifts for rts, wives,
2i)ren or a

e grape, the owner the
vices had been passed from fatker to
oa ever since.”

Perkape Jebel Judl Is the height
to which the Hon James Bryce
shoald have made Mis pligrimage. It
% wore accesaible thas Ararat, and
the ascent Is moch easier, Captals
Dickson was bospitably recelved by
the mountain poople and the men
Jf the plaisa, Many races of varying
faiths live In the villages, each tribe

its tstics and hold.
ing aloof from all others. In the

Blghlands there are Kurds and Ar-

@enlans, and cccasionally Assyrisas

and Yezidis, but most of the Assyr-

ians prefer the plalas. Them there
are Jacobites In the Mosul district,
and colonles of Jews in the Hakklari
. i Kurds predomi and
they are perpetually at war amosg
themselves om account of blood feuds,

Those of the Rgh plateau preserve &

military orgasization, exrry Martinis

and wear a uniform in imitation of
the Cossacks. This story Is told to

(llastrate that the Moslems are Dot

always very orthodex:

“A Kuord came to the Shelkh of
Shemsdizan and said that he had a
tock which had spoken on three sep-
srate occaxions, waying, ‘Christ's re-
Ugion is the oaly faith' He asked
the Sheikd whether he should turn
Caristias or kill the coek & an lo-
0del. The Sheikh after meck thought

decided that they maust keep the cock
to see which of Christ's religions it
said was the true religion, and ia the |
meantime they would comtinme to be

The clothes, food, domestle nten.
gils, customs and mode of address
among the Kurds and Assyrians have
:scmud sioce Abrakam. The

3ift they have asked of civiliza-
ton is the magazine rifle. There are
no roads: the bridges over the tor-
rents are trunks of trees rowghly
thrown  together. Streams are
crossed om rafts of drushwood. Thet
and bear roam the Oramar crags, but
an encoudter With 2 bear {5 0 be
choses to contket with one of the
-

.
defy Turkish authovity.

“Doctors =p our way say that the
Jure sprece gum is an excellont tooth
ireserver and ald to digestion, Tbe
Aulterated article Is kzowa locally
a ‘patent gum' snd there i3 always
, ready and profitable market for 18"
~S8un.

. Brain Currency.
By ELLIS 0. JONES.

While we are dolng the white thing
1y the baskers in enabling them at &
ogoment's notics to lssue currency
wded upon thelr assets, why oot ex-
end the principle to those of us who
iave brains, but who, at certals
rites, such as the shutting-dows of

actorles or the closing up of our |

avorite savisgs dank, are unable to
walize on elther the fallure or the
wasf products of those brains?

To some people this may appear
o0 revolutiopary, but serely bralss
jre sill worth a little someching,
ind, 1f w0, the Covernment ought to
e willisg 1o let us hock them when
jocasion requires.—From Life.

| d the Jews with General
feated

Jug croelty tow
was followingithe tradi

ganlam, |
toward"

Sieg e

Tes tAents Wnd:advocates of tnter-

Not That Kisd of Paps,

A certain esalgn in the navy bad
15 overwhelming desire to marry the
laughter of a Rear-Admiral, who was
soted in the servics s a frank, not
o say Barsh, mas,

The ensign went, with mued trepi-
Iztiom, into the office of the man he
Jesired to make his father-in-law,

“So you Want to marry =y daugd-
2c?" loqeired the Rear-Admiral lo
Leep chest toves.

“Yes, sir.”* ]

*Well, what are you golog to sup-
sort & wife on, with nothing but the
yay of an ensign?™

“Well, Admiral, #f I am not mis-
;aken, you were married wi.n you
were an cnsign."

“Yes, young man, I was, bot I
Aved off =y tather-izdaw, and I'll be
eat i you are golzg to do that“—
Saturday Evenlng Post.

Or an Immunity Bath.
A colored man who was much wor-

manke, & wows of Persien type, the | wife by a mas of the same color went
explorer found good imitations of the | to the judge and told him sl} adout it.

Martini rifie, made by the local mn-!

The magistrate advired bim to

PP P T T
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oen 1o
clided by & duel,
manfxing - influence of &
publie opinton, thess disagreemen
usoally sdjusted by legisla~

Are now
tion lation, Have we not
renson to indulge the Rope that the
a
1=dfviduals

Bet still more intolerable is & bully-
=g pation that pleka a quarrel with
& feable nation, with the base Intest
of sefizing her postossicns.

Lat the friends and advocates of In-
ternational arbitration ese every ef-

At Sull-!vied by the attentlons pald to bis | fort to protect the weak agatost the

strong, and then to the roler of &
| feeble nation, comcious of e fustice
of its cause, may be applied the words
of the poet:
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EERMARCHAH 7

d'un mur d'enceinte en houe & comptail 1.000 maisons,
Sa position sur la route des invasions turques et persanes
Ia laissait exposée & des spoliations continuelles, et & lafin
de la guerre turco-persane, vers le commencement du sitcle
dernier, elle n'éait plus gu'un amas de ruines.

La ville de Cheikhan, & 20 kilométres au nord de Zohab,
prend son nom de deux santons dont les coupoles entou-
rées de vergers forment un tableau trés pittoresque. Dans
une gorge derridre le village il v a un bas-relief &lamite et
une inscription. Le Pere Scheil considére cette derniire
comme conemporaine de Sargon d'Agada et de Goudéa,
tandis que le bas-relief daterait d'une période bien plus
€loignée et serait un des plus anciens spécimens de sculp-
ture en Asie.

Qas-i-Chirin, sur la rivitre Holouan, entre Sarpol et
Khanigin, 160 maisons, caravansérail, bureau de posta et
de télégraphe, relai de poste, douane, est remarquable par
les ruines du palais de Khosrau Parviz. A Kochkouri il y
aaussi les ruines d'un pajais sassanide. Enfinje citeraiQal*eh
Yesdidjird, ou Ban Zardeh, un chiteau fort de dimensions
cologsales sur un éperon du mont Dalahous et protégeant
la ville, Chahr-i-Yezdidjird. qui se trouvait dans la plaine,
Baba Yadgar-i-Houssein, & une hewre du village de Zardeh,
est un lien de pélerinage en grande vénération chez les
Alioullghi,

Tribus.
Waoici les tribus de Kermanchah :

Afghar, branche de la grande tribu de ce nom, séden-
taire, chiite, habitant le district de Kangavar.

A hmadavand Behtowi, branche de la grande tribu
Hamavand qui habite en territire ottoman. 11 y a environ

ZEEVIE, . L]

170



g REVUE DU MOKDE MUSULEAN

40 ans, les Ahmadavand Behtoul pilltrént la frontiére
turque et assiégérent Mendali. La tribu compte environ
qoo familles et fowrnit 1oo cavaliers irréguliers au gouver-
nement. En été elle réside dans le distriet de Zir-Darband
b environ 30 kilométres de Kermanchah, et en hiver &
Eﬁghu‘heh. & I'ouest de la riviere Guilan et au sud de Qasr-
i-Chirin.

Les Ahmadavand Behtoui sont chiites. [ls vivent de
lewrs déprédations en territoire ottoman. Les branchas de
la tribu sont : Yaramiravand, Damsafavand, Djanikhani,
Khadj, Bahmiaravand, Djscuaravand et Ranguinavand.
En 1god, lewrchel é1ait Mohammed Khan, Fath oul-Mama-
lek, qui evait succédé & son frére Namdar Khan. Ce der-
nier avait évé toé par un actre fréire nommé Kérim Khan.
Les Ahmadavand Behtoui #taient en 1gof sous l'autorizé de
Zahir oul-Moulk Zenguéneh.

Ahmadavand, tribu sédentaire habitant les villages de
Djamehchouran, Hadjialian, Angaz, Koulehou et Bagh.i-
Mir-Veis dans le district de Dorou-Faraman. En été elle
monte dans les montagnes au sud-ouest de ces villages.
La tribu vient de Chiraz, mais on ne sait pas si elle est
originaire de c2 pays ou si elle ne fit qu'en revenic aprés y
avoir été transportde par Kérim Khan Zend. Les Ahmada,
vand ont la réputation d'8tre tris actifs et trés intelligents.
La tribu est divisée en six branches : Hadji Qouli, Sabze.
var, Kaisser, Baba-Houssein, Khondjeh, Chirazi. Une
parde de la tribu qui passe I'4té dans la montagne de
Souleh en a pris le pom. En 1905, le chef da la tribu #tait
Hadji Hassan Khan Kalantar,

Ahmavadand Tehalabd, autre branche de la grande tribu
Hamavand. Elle fréquentait le voisinage de Qusr-i-Chirin,
Son chef était un fameux brigand du nom de Djavan Mir,
verreur de ce district. Le gouvernement persan, en 1986, le
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KERMANEHAH 19

préposan la garde de la frontidre et lui alloua 3.000 tomans
d'sppointements par an. Comme il continualt néanmoins
ses déprédations, il fut invitd & un entretien par un émis-
saire de Téhéran et traltreusement saisi et mis & mort. La
tribu qui avait été réclamée plusieurs fois par le vali de
Baghdad comme tribu turque, repassa a frontitreala mort
de son chef et alla s'établir en territoire ottoman.

Balavand, tribu de prés de Joo familles habitant le dis-
trict de Houleilan, Elle comptait autrefois ples de 1.o00 fa-
milles, mais elle a éed réduite par Pémigration de ses
membres mis dans la nécessité de se soustraire soit aux
représailles gue lewr awirait leur brigandage, soit & lop-
pression des gouverneurs. Les Balavand, qui sont fixés prés
de [a rividre Seimarch viennent camper, en été, au sud-est
de la plaine de Mahidacht, leur campement de Pouneh
étant le plus rapproché de Sar Firouzabad. Les Balavand se
divisent en Balavand &1 Qausavand,

Baframavand, tribu insignifiante établie & Sar-Firooza- .
bad, au sud-est de la plaine de Mahidacht.

Bakhtiyaravand, branche des Sindjabl, qui 8'est séparde
dejeette tribu pour se joindre aux Zenguéneh. Les Bakhtiya-
ravand se trouvent sur la frontidére de Kermanchach e du
Kurdistan, prés de Mian Darband dans les villages de Siah-
Siah, Gourgabi, Tamtam, Birda et Goumichtar. On en
trouve aussi plus prés de Kermanchah, par exemple &
Sarab-Niloufar et & Chahini. Le chef, en 1go5, &tait Réza
Sultan et la tribu était sous 'autorité de Zahir oul-Moulk
Zenguéneh.

Badjlan, tribu sunnite adonnée 3 'agriculture et i I'éle-
vage des troupeaux, établic entre Qasr=i-Chirin et la fron-
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22 Mesopotamia:

marquee under force majeure walked away
one night from the British camp.

It paid the Turkish officials to share the
spoils with these uncouth gipsies. They
could easily pretend abhorrence of their
crimes, and when, by a stroke of good luck,
the Arabs robbed a consul instead of a pious
pilgrim the Turks could display their zeal for
rightcousness by hurrying forth with a puni-
tive expedition and depriving the poor
robbers of their promised share of all last
season’s lant

When approaching Kerkuk on one occa-
sion. we enddenly espied a band of the
tert ble Hamavand. The zaptiah warned me
to hiae my money at the bottom of my
Wellington boots, to put on my blue goggles
and sun helmet <o as to look as dignified a
European as possible, while he himseif rode
ahead to parley with the robber chief.
Silently and solemnly we approached the
band of over fifty well-armed horsemen.
Suddenly the chief's son dashed out from
amongst the others and came galloping on
towards me. He raised his rifle,and I feared
the Turkish zaptiah had failed to come to
terms with the chief, so that we were doomed
to be robbed. It was only when the muzzle of
his gun was within a couple of yards of my
breast that he suddenly burst into laughter,
swerved round, and exclaimed that he was
only showing me what a clever man he was,
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Its Dreary Desolation 23

and that because I was an Englishman his
father's men wonld do ns na harm

When we rezched the city we found the
Kaimakam or Deputy-Gevernor had been
practically a prisoner in the Cavernmept
House for a few days as thi s¢c Hamavand 1ad
pcppcred his doors and wuiuows wun rifle
fire because he had dared to claim too large a
share of the spoils acquired by their recent
ravages on passing caravans,

ine mhabpitants ot Mosul habitually re-
ferred to Mustapha Pasha as “ The Pig with
a Gun,” for the story is current that a wild
boar desolated the gardens around a certain
village. The terrified villagers were unable to
deal with their encmy. They hired a famous
hunter, who arrived with his gun ready for
the frav. At length he sighted the boar, which
made a desperate dash at the hunter, who
funked the situation, turned to flee, was over-
taken by the boar, which caught the strap of
the gun with its tusk, and dashed past with
the rifle hanging around its neck. The
villagers angrily exclaimed: “We paid you
to dcliver us from the pig that ravaged our
crops, but now you have left us a pig with a
gun!”

Mustapha Pasha was a terror to travellers
and the inhabitants of the country for many
miles north of Mosul. The Turkish authori-
ties, who bleed their subjects with excessive
taxation, were unablc to suppress the
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Along the Avromans 175

sides several fine houses, which redeem Halebja
from being, what it would otherwise be, merely
an NnTarTrTnTrm nn11n];rl KI'I'I"H;E.I'I "T;Ilﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ

At the time when this enterprising lady was
in her prime, the whole district of Shahr-i-zur was
completely in the power of the Jaff tribe. In
coalition with a smaller and very warlike tribe
called the Hamawand, they controlled all the
roads, and without their permission it was next
to impossible for a caravan to pass from Suley-
manieh to Halebja without being plundered.
Constantinople had no autherity at all, and when
a Government telegraph line was put up the
tribesmen merely appropriated the posts and wire
for their own private uses without a word being
said. With the Constitution, however, & new
order of things set in, and when we wvisited the
town we found Turkish postal and telegraph ser-
vices working with admirable regularity. Adela
Ehanum, moreover, had to our great disappoint-
ment passed more or less into retirement, her
husband having died some years before.

She i8 & personality of such interest, however,
and her status presents such a contrast to the
ordinary conception of woman's position in Mobam-
medan countries, that I cannot forbear to quote
from Mr Soane's book a description of his meeting
with her in 1909. Mr Soane was travelling in
Kurdistan disguised as a merchant of Shiraz, and
he thus relates the event :—

“In the manner of Kurdistan it was a private
interview, go I found no more than twelve ser-
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8 FIRST RELATIONS WITH KURDS Chap. v

stricken ship. No suggestion was made to me at the time by General
Head-quarters, nor by the commander on the spot to Bullard, that the
occupation was not to be permanent. [ flew up a few days later to
discuss the lines on which we could best deal with the many urgent
problems arising out of the advance, and in particular to enlist the
sympathy and goodwill of the Kurdish tribes, not for operations against
the Turks, but to protect our line of communication, and to assist in
hrinerine in ennnlise of mear the anle laeal commndiee

Our occupation was welcomed the inhabitants, who were
reduced to a state of destitution not less complete than that of the
people of Khanagin six months earlier. The neighbourhood was
completely denuded of supplies and there was no grain; such was the
shortage of meat that most of the ewes had been killed during the
lambing season. The Christians had seen their Church, a unique
fourth-century building, blown up,' the principal blic offices
Fi]]l?ﬂj and destro %ﬁtha departing Turks, The Jews had been
insulted, and despoiled, often under torture, of everything of value that
could be rem . A free distribution of food was organized, supple-
mented by large voluntary contributions from the troops, who were
themselves on half-ration. Their largesse was accepted with satisfac-
tion, but without, as a rule, any sign of gratitude.

Letters were received from the Hamawand offering us every assis-
tance, and a meeting of notables was held in Sulaimani at which it was
decided to set up a provisional Kurdish Government with Shaikh Mah-
mud at its head, and teadoptafriendlyattitude towards the British forees.
Shaikh Mahmud himself wrote “on behalf of all the Kurdish people
on either side of the frontier’, offering to hand over the reins of Govern-
ment to us or to officiate as our representative under the protection of
the glorious British flag. The people of Kurdistan, he said, were
delig%t:d with our successes, anﬁ, ftl':eed by the valour of our troops
from Turkish despotism, looked forward to prosper under our rule as
'Irag had prospered. He concluded by asking for an assurance that in
no circumstances would we permit the restoration of Turkish authority

The decision to leave Kirkuk was juse then taken, and [ was ubliied
to reply that we were leaving the vicinity during the hot weather, but
hoped to return soon. 1 accepted Shatkh Mahmud's proposal thae
he should act as our representative, if he could do so, and actually

! This act of vandalissn was vn justified by any military exigency, for the church had not
been used as a magazine, a3 had the ancient northern gateway at Baghdad, the Bab-al-
“Tilism, which was also destroped when the Turks lefe the city. 1 received a brief buat
=|n|:|_1.|e|1l feie;nphi: protest fram the local Pri.ul beginning with the words Lfr fﬂ:d', Dlews?
“The reference was to the 74th Paalm.
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58 BAGHDAD Chap. 1v

nor did it oceur to me or to Bullard, that we sheould igneminously
withdraw from Kirkuk except under the severest pressure of military
necessity.  'Before the final withdrawal', says the Offfcial History, with
the meiosis appropriate to the occasion, ‘some sixteen hundred of the
local inhabitants who feared the return of the Turks were evacuated
as at their own request’; the majority eventually found their
avaar b Hasea smessdiame ao thesr mrent the otaer af Beitieh samillatian me
worse. The Kurds, who were by no means ill-disposed to us, became
once more a prey to doubts and suspicions.

It mmedm::lﬂr to them that the assurances of support, freely
given by some irresponsible officers, and implicit in the more cautious
advances made at Kirkuk by Bullard and at Kifri by Longrigg,® were
not to be relied on: we were, it seemed to them, pJayinq_the iussian
game of using unsophisticated tribesmen as cats™-paws. Their leaders,
some of whom, including the principal Hamawand chiefs, were on the
way to Kirkuk when the withdrawal took place, returned to their homes
in high dudgeon. They felt that they had been betrayed by us: we had
induced them to show their hand to their enemies the Turks, and had
left them in the lurch, The Hamawand leaders, in particular, never
forgave us, and remained hostile to us for many years after.

Baghdad. The year 1918 passed smoothly within the walls of the
city of Baghdad. Its inhabitants were prospering greatly: the mercan-
tile classes rejoiced to see the road to Persia open once more, and Eoods
coming up the Tigris. The immense sums ex by the army on
local labour and local supplies stimulated the demand for piece-goods,
sugar, coffee, and tobacco, and the appetite of British and E'Ldian

diers for articles of diet which even the Field Force canteens did not
supply seemed insatiable. Landowners, too, prospered, thanks to the
high price of food-stuffs. It was almost impossible to enlist Arab
clerks for the purposes of the Civil Administration, for any local man
who was rr.'a.annaE]J; competent was assured of employment in the
bazaar at a remuneration far greater than we could offer without
upsetting the whole basis of salaries throughout the country, We were
Q‘E] iged to continue to enlist Indian clerks at standard wages, fixed in
India; the supply never failed, and the men sent were of almost uni-
formly high qualifications. No one regretted the necessity of importing
Indian clerks more than [ did: [ realized that net long a the
Armistice the demand for their replacement by Arabs would arise,
and would have to be satisfied, if only on grounds of economy; for in
time of peace Arab clerks would cost less than Indians. For the time
being, however, we had no option but te employ even in the districts

! The suthor of & well-balanced and scholarly work, Foar Centurier of Maders " frag,
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