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Iranian Foreign Policy towards Iraq from Y« +¢ to

Y+YY: A Comparative Study

Abstract

This study examines Iranian foreign policy towards Irag from Y+ +© to
Y+ Y)Y in a comparative context. It aims to explore the framework and key
principles of the Iranian foreign policy concerning lraq under
Ahmadinejad and Rouhani. The importance of this study lies in its
examination of a complex and Complicated issue, namely Iranian foreign
policy, which is shaped by multiple drivers. It also clarifies the extent of
the impact of internal and external developments, changes, and dynamics,
as well as their consequences on Iran's views, attitudes, treatment, and
foreign policy towards Iraq. Additionally, the study analyzes two
characters and presidents representing two different currents: the radicals
and the reformists. Their roles are defined in the Iranian foreign policy-
making process regarding Irag. In addition, the radical changes that
occurred in lIraq, such as the establishment of a new lIragi system and
regime in Y+ 2, the withdrawal of United States combat forces from Iraq
in Y+YY and the emergence of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syriain ¥+ £,
The study employed a qualitative method, and used comparative approach.
applying the theory of Structural Realism in both its aspects: Defensive
Realism and Offensive Realism. Ultimately, the study reached several
results, the most significant being that the Iranian foreign policy towards
Irag during Ahmadinejad and Hassan Rouhani has been constant and

AR



Yoy pogan¥ee0d Bl xe ay jawl,a ol 5 gos008 (Jawlow

ongoing; what changed were the strategies, methods, tactics, and tools.
The Iranian foreign policy towards Iraq has been an offensive policy under
Ahmadinejad and a defensive policy under Hassan Rouhani. The main
constant frameworks and principles of the Iranian foreign policy towards
Irag were protecting the existence and guaranteeing continuity of the
Islamic Republic of Iran's political system, ensuring lIran's national
security, guaranteeing Iran's interests, exporting the ideology and
experience of the Islamic Revolution, gaining regional hegemony, and the

role of leadership.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, Irag, Iranian Foreign Policy,

Ahmadinejad, Hassan Rouhani, and Power.
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