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Abstract

Linguistics branches and the Levels of analysis

Language is immensely complicated system Linguistics
is the scientific study of language. It covers a wide range of
topics.

A major distinction is made between historical and
descriptive linguistics. The former refers to the study of
language change(Diachronic) , the latter refers to the study
of the state of language at any given point in
time(Synchronic).

Synchronically several levels of analysis are identified.
The levels of analysis are (Phonetics, Phonology,
Morphology, Syntax, Semantics and Pragmatics).

Comparing languages systematically in terms of their
structural features they share at any level of analysis to
classify languages to groups by identifying the common
characteristics of different languages . Comparison of
languages on this basis is called (Typological Linguistics).

The overlapping of linguistics and other disciplines has
let to the emergence of new branches of linguistics. The
following are the most known:

Anthropological Linguistics
Biolinguistics

Clinical Linguistics
Computational Linguistics

18



Critical linguistics
Educational Linguistics
Ethnolinguistics
Institutional Linguistics
Mathematical Linguistics
Neurolinguistics
Palaeontolinguistics
Philosophical Linguistics
Psycholinguistics
Sociolinguistics

Space Linguistics
Statistical Linguistics
Applied Linguistics
Judicial Linguistics

Each of these branches has its own theories and means
of analysis.

19



20





