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Laki is a dialect of the Kurdish Language

Abstract

The Lak is a group of Kurdish tribes throughout history who are considered to be an
essential constituent of the Kurdish people. They live in a region in the eastern part of
Kurdistan, which is known as the Luristan region. There are three Kurdish components in
that region known as Lur, Lak and Kalhur. This area has been called by different names
such as Kurdistn, Luristan Faili and Lesser Lur.The Laks speak a pure Kurdish dialect
and, in all linguistic aspects, is close to other Kurdish dialects, particularly with southern
Kurdish dialects such as Kahluri and Luri. During the past century the Kurds of this area
were subjected to intense assimilation and loss of cultural identity, especially in the time
of Reza Pahlavi, an Iranian army officer who became the Shah of Iran in 1925, when he
took power; he was trying hard to build a nation-state in Iran, with one language within
one nation. He planned to establish a central modern, secular and national state, so to
achieve these goals he focused on the Kurdish tribal area in the Luristan Region of Iran,
subjugating them to the rules and orders of central government. In addition, he also
adopted a systematic policy of divide and rule to break the national identity of the
Kurdish people and transfer them to independent ethnic groups and their Kurdish dialects
into separate and independent languages. On other hand, the Kurdish people in that
region are followers of Shia, contrary to the majority of Kurdish people are followers of
Sunni, these religious differences played a significant role that Iranian authority as a
dominant Shia state to separate them from the majority of the Kurdish nation. As a
continuation of this policy, the Iranian cultural heritage officially declared in recent years
that Laki is a distinct language in itself and not a dialect; however, in all linguistic and
social criteria, Laki is a dialect of the Kurdish language and has never been an
independent language, these attempts therefore, are politically motivated by central
government and has no linguistic background; in other words, they are trying to separate
the Laks from the Kurdish nation.This paper explains the subject in the light of
sociolinguistics; that Laki is a dialect of Kurdish because Laki is mutually intelligible
with other Kurdish dialects in that area. In addition, the Laks are socially and culturally
part of the Kurdish people and have, throughout history, established cultural unity with
the Kurds.

Keyword: Laki, Luri, Luristan, Oral literature, dialect, language, Iranian nation building.
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