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Universitelerdeki Zazaca Cahsmalara Dair Bir Degerlendirme

Murat Varol'

Giris

S6ziin yaziya doniistigli zaman dilimi bakimindan yakin bir tarihe dayanan Zazaca, sozlii
kiiltirii olduk¢a zengin ve saglam bir dildir. Yazili kayit imkdni olmayinca, grubun kimlik
koruyucu bilgisi icin insan belleginden baska bir yer yoktur (Assmann, 2015: 65). Iste
yiizyillarca muhafaza edilen ve gelecek kusaklara aktarilan bu sozlii bellek, son ylizyilda
sekteye ugradi. Son iki yliz yildir yasanan savaglarin oldukca farklilagtigi goriilmektedir. Zira
artik en biiyiik savaslar etnik kimlikler ve diller arasinda yapilmaya baglanmistir. On dokuzuncu
yiizyila ait “milliyet ilkesi”’nin zafer kazandigi bir ddnem var idiyse, bu dénem Birinci Diinya
Savaginin sonuna denk diisiiyordu; ancak bu, ne Onceden kestirilebilir bir durumdu, ne de
gelecegin galiplerinin niyetini yansitmaktaydi (Hobsbawm, 2014: 158). Bu yeni savas bir
taraftan hangi milletin daha iistiin ve kutsal oldugu iizerinde dururken, diger taraftan ise hangi
dilin daha islevsel ve daha arkaik oldugu iizerine yapiliyordu. Oysa gercek olabildigince farkli
bir seyirdeydi. Dilbilimciler, Khoisan dillerinin ya da Amerikan yerlisi dillerinin, bilyiik Avrupa
dilleri kadar ileri oldugunu savunurken, dilbilim sistemine atifta bulunurlar (Janson, 2016: 27).
Iste bu durumu ulus-devletlerin kabul etmesi ve benimsemesi o kadar da kolay olmadh.

1. Cumhuriyet Sonrasi Politikalarda Dillerin Durumu

Osmanli bakiyesi {izerine kurulan Tiirkiye, bu yeni siirecte tiim kurumlarinda yeniden bir
yapilanmaya gitmis, Ozellikle egitim ve dil politikalarina ayri1 bir énem verilmistir. Yeni
Cumbhuriyetin bu bakis acisinin bir yansimasi olarak, Tiirk¢e digsindaki dillerin varligi hem inkar
edildi hem bu dillere ait yasal bir zemine izin verilmedi. Bu siiregte Tiirk¢e disindaki dillerin
Oonemli bir yara aldigi muhakkak, zira giiniimiizde Zazaca’nin yok olma tehdidi ile kars1 karsiya
kalmasmin en temel nedenini bu durum olusturmaktadir.

Cumhuriyetin kurulmasindan 2000°1i yillara kadar bu hakim zihniyet, varhigm
olabildigince diri tutmus, tiim kurumlarda bunu uygulamistir. 2000°1i yillardan sonra 6zellikle
2003 yilindan itibaren hiz kazanan Avrupa Birligi Uyum Yasalari, bu siireci az da olsa degisime
ugratmistir. 80 y1l boyunca bu dillerin varligi bile biiylik bir tehlike arz ederken, yeni siiregte bu
dillerin kabulii miimkiin olmasina karsin; bunlara dair ne gibi 6zgiirliikklerin olacagina dair tam
bir diiglince gelistirilememistir.

Bu yeni siirecteki bazi uygulamalar sunlar olmustur. Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 bilinyesinde
dil kurslar1 agilmaya baslanmig, 180 saat olan bu kurslarin sonunda sertifika verilmeye
baslanmustir. Yine TRT 3 kanalinda, haftada yarim saat olmak tizere, Tiirkge disindaki dillere
yayin hakki verilmistir. 2009 yilinda TRT Ses kanali agilmig, bu adim ile beraber dil
Ozgiirliikleri yeni bir boyut kazanmugtir. Egitim alaninda ise 2012 yilinda egitimin ikinci
kademesinde Zazaca se¢meli ders olarak verilmeye baslanmustir. Siiphesiz tiim bu adimlar
onemli olmak ile beraber, bir dilin yasamasi igin tehlikeli olan esigin atlatilmasi igin yeterli
oldugunu soylemek miimkiin degildir. 2009 yilinda UNESCO’nun agikladigi rapora gore
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Zazaca’nin yok olma tehlikesi altinda oldugu ger¢egi, hala devam etmekte, her gegen giin bu
durum daha da derinlesmektedir.

2. Tiirkiye’deki Universitelerde Zazaca’nin Durumu

Bu calismanin ana konusu olan iiniversitelerdeki Zazaca ¢alismalar, nispeten her gegen
giin artmakta, dénemli bir literatiir olusmasinin ilk adimlar1 atilmaya baslanmistir. Zazaca ile
ilgili tiniversitelerdeki ¢alismalarin daha ¢ok ii¢ liniversitede yogunlagtig1 goriilmektedir. Bingdl
Universitesi, Munzur Universitesi, Mardin Artuklu Universitesi bu calismalarm odagindaki
iiniversiteler olurken, bu tiniversiteler disindaki bazi iiniversitelerde ise daha ¢ok ders veya bazi
programlar ile Zazaca ¢aligmalara katki saglanmaktadir. Tirkiye’deki liniversitelerde yapilan
caligmalarin lisans, yiliksek lisans ve doktora diizeyinde oldugu goériilmektedir. Bu ¢aligmalari
iiniversitelere gore sdyle inceleyebiliriz.

2.1. Bingol iiniversitesi

Bingdl Universitesi biinyesinde Zazaca igin hem lisans, hem yiiksek lisans hem de
doktora diizeyinde egitim verilmektedir. Zaza Dili ve Edebiyat: lisans boliimii, Fen Edebiyat
Fakiiltesi Dogu Dilleri ve Edebiyat1 biinyesinde yer almaktadir. Ilk defa 2013-2014 egitim
yilinda 6grenci alinmig ve ilk mezunlarini da 2016-2017 egitim yilinda vermistir. Bu boliimden
ilk yilda 21 dgrenci mezun olmustur.

Yiiksek lisans ¢alismalarinin yapildigi Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii 2011 yilinda kurulmus,
ilk defa 2011-2012 egitim déneminde yiiksek lisans egitimi verilmeye baslanmustir. Ilk
donemlerde sadece tezli yiiksek lisans egitimi verilirken, okullarda Zazaca’nin segmeli ders
olarak verilmesi ile beraber bir yillik tezsiz yiiksek lisans programi da acilmistir. Bingol
Universitesinden simdiye kadar tezli yiiksek lisans programindan 18, tezsiz yiiksek lisans
programindan ise 65 Ogrenci mezun olmustur. Hazirlanan 18 tezin 6’s1 gramer, 5’1 klasik
edebiyat, 6’s1 halk edebiyati, 1’1 de modern edebiyat alaninda oldugu goriilmektedir. Doktora
egitimi de yine Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii biinyesinde verilmektedir. Doktora programinda ise iki
donemdir 6grenci alinmakta ve toplam 5 6grenci doktora egitimine devam etmektedir.

2.2. Munzur iiniversitesi

Munzur Universitesi biinyesindeki Zaza Dili ve Edebiyat1 boliimii, Edebiyat Fakiiltesine
bagl olarak kurulmus, 2012-2013 egitim yilinda 6grenci almaya baslanugtir. Boliim 2015-2016
ve 2016-2017 egitim yillar1 olmak {izere iki donemdir mezun vermektedir. Toplam 45 6grenci
mezun olmustur.

2.3. Mardin Artuklu iiniversitesi

Mardin Artuklu Universitesi biinyesindeki Zazaca ¢alismalar, Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii
bilinyesindedir. Buradaki yiiksekogrenim tezli ve tezsiz yiiksek lisans diizeyindedir. Artuklu
Universitesi biinyesindeki Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii, Tiirkiye’de bu isimle kurulan ilk enstitii
olma hiiviyetine sahiptir. Burada simdiye kadar 8’i tezli, 70’1 de tezsiz olmak iizere 78 6grenci
mezun olmustur. Tezli yiiksek lisans ¢aligmalarmin daha ¢ok gramer, klasik edebiyat ve halk
edebiyati alanlar ile ilgilidir.

Bu ii¢ iiniversite disinda Dicle Universitesi ve Mus Alparslan Universitesinde de, Zazaca
ile ilgili ¢aligmalar yapilmakta ve bu alandaki egitim ¢aligmalarina katki verilmektedir.

Sonuc¢

Tirkiye’deki iiniversitelerde yapilan Zazaca ¢alismalarin tarihi, son on yillik bir zaman
diliminden daha az olsa da, dnemli adimlar atilmaya baglanmis, dilin egitim hayatindaki alani
geniglemistir. Olumlu birgok gelismenin yani sira {iniversitelerdeki bu g¢aligmalarda bazi
sorunlar veya eksiklikler bulunmaktadir. Lisans programinin oldugu iki {iniversitede programlar
birbirine benzememektedir, farkli ders miifredatlar1 ve igerikleri bulunmaktadir. Ayn1 durum
lisansiistii egitim veren birimler arasinda da bulunmaktadir. Lisans veya yiiksek lisans
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programlarina yerlesen veya miiracaat eden 6grencilerin dil yeterlilikleri zayif kalmakta, bu da
iyi diizeyde c¢aligmalarin yapilmasmi geciktirmekte veya yapilacak c¢aligmalar1 olumsuz
etkilemektedir. Ozellikle lisans boliimiinden mezun olan &grencilerin atanmamasi, lisans
programlarmi ciddi bir sekilde olumsuz etkilemektedir. Tiim bu olumsuzluklara ragmen
Zazaca’nin yasam alanlarini genisletilmesi, egitim basta olmak iizere her alandaki ¢aligmalarin
arttirtlmasi, yapilan tiim ¢aligmalarin desteklenmesi gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dil, Egitim, Universite, Zazaca.

An Assessment on The Zazaki Studies at The Universities
Introduction

Zazaki, which transforms its discourse to the written literature at late history, is a pretty
rich and solid language in terms of oral literature. If there is not the possibility of written record,
there is not a place for the group to protect its identity, except for human memory (Assmann,
2015: 65). The oral tradition that had been preserved and transferred to the next generations for
centuries was interrupted in the last century. The wars took place in the last two centuries
degenerated a lot. The biggest wars started to be waged between ethnic identities and languages.
If there is a period in which “the principle of nationalism” won a victory, this should be the
World War I; but this is neither doped out nor did it reflect the will of the winners (Hobshawn,
2014: 158). On one hand, this new war laid emphasis on the superiority and holiness of parties
and on the other hand the functionality or antiquity of the languages was discussed. In fact, the
reality was quite different. While linguists defend that Khoisan or Native American languages
are developed as much as European languages they address to the linguistic system (Janson,
2016: 27). Yet it was not easy to accept this situation for the nation-states.

1. The Situation of the Languages at the Post-Republican Period Policy

In this new process, all the institutions in Turkey were undergone a reorganizing system
and the education and language policies were regarded as significant. As a reflection of the new
republic, the existence of the languages except Turkish was denied and a legal ground for these
languages was not allowed. It is absolutely true that the languages except Turkish were heavily
wounded because the situation of Zazaki as a language being at the risk of extinction is mostly
the result of such a policy.

This mentality that dominated from the foundation of the republic until 2000s kept its
existence quite alive and implemented this policy at all of the institutions. After the 2000s,
especially with the acceleration of the law of harmonization code of the European Union this
process underwent a change at the least. During eighty years, the existence of these languages
posed a threat, although it became possible to accept the existence of these languages, a
complete thought for the liberty of these languages could not be developed.

Some of the implementations about this new process are these: Language coursed started
to be given within the Ministry of National Education and a certificate was given at the end of
these courses of 180 hours. Languages other than Turkish were given the right of 30 minutes
broadcast at TRT 3. TRT Ses was opened in 2009 and the liberties took a new dimension. In
2012, Zazaki classes as selective courses were started at secondary schools. It is beyond any
doubt that these steps are very important but we cannot say that these are enough to surpass the
critical threshold for the survival of a language. According to the report of UNESCO made
public at 2009, Zazaki is under the threat of becoming extinct and this threat is continuing and
going into more depth day by day.

2. The Situation of Zazaki at Universities in Turkey

The main subject of this study is Zazaki studies at Turkish universities. Zazaki studies are
relatively increasing every passing day and an important literature is being formed as first steps.
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The studies about Zazaki are centered upon three universities. Universities of Bingdl, Munzur
and Mardin Artuklu are in the focus of Zazaki studies, and at some universities some courses
and programs are made about Zazaki. The studies in Turkey are at bachelor’s degree, master
and doctorate levels. We can examine these studies considering the universities.

2.1. University of Bingol

Bachelor’s degree, master’s degree and doctorate programs are given at Bingol
University. As a bachelor’s degree program, The Language and Literature of Zazaki is
contained within the Eastern Languages and Literature at the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. The
department admitted student in the 2013-2014 school year for the first time and the first
graduates were produced in the 2016-2017 school year. 21 students were graduated from the
department.

The Institute of Living Languages was founded in 2011 and it admitted students in 2011-
2012 school years for the first time. In the first semester, only the education of thesis with
masters was given but after the starting of Zazaki selective courses at secondary schools non-
thesis master’s degree program was started. Until today, 18 students at thesis with master’s
program, 65 students at non-thesis master’s degree program were graduated. 6 of 18 theses are
about grammar, 5 of them about classical literature and 6 of them are about folk-literature and 1
is about modern literature. Doctorate program is also given within the Institute of Living
Languages. 5 students study at the doctorate program.

2.2. University of Munzur

The Department of The Language and Literature of Zazaki was founded within the
Faculty of Literature and the department admitted students at the 2012-2013 school years. The
department produced graduates both in 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school years. The total
number of the graduates is 45.

2.3. University of Mardin Artuklu

Zazaki studies within Mardin Artuklu University are done in the Institute of Living
Languages. Higher education at Mardin Artuklu University is at the levels of masters with thesis
and masters without thesis. The Institute of Living Languages at Mardin Artuklu University is
the first institute founded with this name in Turkey. 8 students at masters with thesis program
and 70 students at masters without thesis program were graduated. The studies at masters with
thesis program are generally about grammar, classical literature and folk-literature.

Outside these universities, Zazaki studies are done at the University of Mus Alparslan and
Dicle University, and the studies contribute to the education program in the field.

Conclusion

Although the history of the studies of Zazaki at the universities in Turkey is less than ten
years, many significant steps are taken and the education of the language in the education
system has developed. As well as the positive developments at the studies done at Turkish
universities, there are still many problems and lacks. The curriculum of undergraduate programs
at two universities differs from each other, the curriculum and the course contents are different.
The same is valid for the postgraduate programs as well. Language proficiency of the students
admitted to the undergraduate and postgraduate programs is weak and this causes quality studies
to be retarded. That the graduates are not appointed affects the undergraduate programs
seriously. Despite all the problems, living space of Zazaki should be enlarged and the studies in
the educational system should be extended.

Keywords: Language, Education, University, Zazaki
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