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Subjects in Contested Spaces: Securitisation of Kurdish Langauge in Syria
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Abstract: As Kurdish identity was perceived as a security issue by the state in
Syria, governments took measures against the use and perceptibility of Kurdish
language and manifestation of the identity, in public spaces. The securitisation of
the language did not only come into effect in legal measures but also in ordinary
people perceiving Kurdish language as an abject act to counter in public spaces. In
spaces where Kurds constituted the majority and in reciprocal relations the effect of
these measures could be minimised and those opposing its use could be challenged.
Based on ethnographic data collected from interviews with Syrian Kurds and the
Foucauldian concept of power, this study analyses multiple relations of subjugation
deep-rooted in social relations. This is to understand power relations beyond the
dichotomic relation of domination and to recognise the power that a minority could

exercise by reproducing and validating the use of the language as a community
facing repressive measures.

Keywords: Language, Security Discourse, Public Space, Social Body, Power
Relations.
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(48) Foucault, "The Subject and Power."

(49) Judith Butler, Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (New York: Routledge, 1997).
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(50) James C. Scott, Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts (New Haven, CT/ London: Yale
University Press, 1990).
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