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Archaeology of Harir, Rwanduz and Bradost districts in the records of the travellers of
the 11™ -19™ centuries (analytic and field research)

Mohammad Meer Hameed Dr. DLshad A. Marf Zamua

History Dept. Soran Univ. Archaeology Dept. Salahaddin Univ.-Erbil

Abstract
Many travellers during the Abbasid Caliphate, medieval and Ottoman periods
travelled from Mousl or Erbil through the mountainous areas east of Erbil to
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reach the areas around Urmia Lake, especially to Azarbaijan, Urmia and
Maragha. Few others came back from Urmia basin toward Erbil and Mousl.
These travellers recorded their notes about material and immaterial culture of
these districts.

This paper deals with the architecture of these discristcts in the light of the
traveller’s records. The authours tried to collect almost all the avaialable records
of the travellers of the 11™-19™ centures who travlled through this area. In
addition, the authors added their commentary about each quotation, and they
categorized the mentioned architectural details into cities, towns, castles,
watchtowers, bridges, churches, and city plans. In some occations even the
travellers reffered to weapons of the 19" century in this area, especially cannons
and daggers.

The mentioned cities and towns are Shaqlabad (modern Shaglawa), Dasht
(modern Berazan), Soran/Ruwanduz (modern Ruwanduz) citadel, Tell
Hafun/Huftian (Debora in Haudian), etc. Many villages mentioned in these
records such as Babajikjik, Khalifan, Balkian, Ugbat-ul-Han, Dargala, Rayat,
and Haji Omaran. The Darband-ul-Kabir bridge was one of the biggest bridges
on the Upper Zab river or one of its estern tributaries (50m x25m x 1m).
Kawlokan Bridge, the Old Bridge on the Rwanduz pass, Omarava/Omarawa
Bridge in Haji Omaran, Chamarakin/Jomarkhin Bridge, Khalifan Bridge.
Besides several citadels and castels mentioned in these records as Rwanduz
citadel, Haftun/Hiptun citadel, Ech Qala, Rayat castle, Dargala castle,
Shkana/Sidakan castle, Rom (Rome) Castle, Kalakin and Julamerg castles,
castles in the Gomaspan pass, Shama Qungra (watchtower).

Interstingly one of these medieval records refer to the Urartian Iron Age stelae
of Topzawa, Keleshin, Merge Karwan which are bear bilingual Urartian-
Assyrian records in cuneiform script.

This paper is an attitude to collect all the available records of the travellers
related to the architecture and heritage of these districts under this research.
These records are important sources for understanding the archaeology of
Islamic, Medieval, Ottoman, Soran Princedome, and late antiquieties’

architecture and heritage of these districs.
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