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The daughter of Straw seller
Written by Azad Karimi
(I published this article on February 16, 2020)

In the oral literature of Kurdistan, Kchi Kaa-froosh or The daughter of
Straw seller is a famous and legendary figure. Until recently, I thought she
was from Saqez.

This city was a smaller city than Urmia, Sanandaj, Kermanshah, Sleimani,
Erbil, and Mosul but due to its special geographical location and proximity
to Tabriz, Hamedan, and Zanjan, it was the junction of Azerbaijan,
Kurdistan, Ajamestan(Persia), Iraq, and the Ottoman.

Sagez was the residence of great Iranian merchants, including Turks,
Muslims, Jews, and Ottoman merchants, and had large markets and
caravanserais. [t was also the Jewish capital of all of Kurdistan, and after
Baghdad had the largest Jewish population concentrated in Iran and Iragq.

This city was the meeting place of Ardalan, Baban and Mokrian emirates
and famous Kurdish tribes have existed around this city for a long time and
naturally, it was a famous and rich city. On the other hand, the name of the
daughter of straw-seller was a proverb, and the straw-seller family was
also in Sagez, and I thought she has been from the Saqez straw-seller
family.

In any case, in the culture of Kurdistan: Ajmestan is the land between
Zangan and Hamedan to Isfahan, the same name that was used until the
time of Reza Shah, was called Iraq e Ajam.



However, the daughter of the straw-seller story, for whom a song was also
made and is very famous, belongs to a 12-year-old Kurdish girl who was
abducted at the age of 12 by a British officer on her way home from her
father's shop in Irbil, in 1934... A film based on her life story is also
available on YouTube.

Khaj or Khadija, the daughter of the straw seller, was born in Urmia, 1920.
She was the daughter of Jum'a Mewloud. He was one of the influential
person of the Shkaak tribe and one of the relatives of Ismail Agha or Smko
Agha in Urmia. In Iranian texts, Smko Agha is called with a strange name
that has no meaning: Smitgho!

In 1931, after the assassination of Ismail Agha Shkaak in the
Shno(Oshnawya) district by Iranian government forces, Jum'a Mewloud
emigrated with his twin( Khaj and his brother), as well as Ms.Surma and
Ms.Safia, daughters of Ismail Agha (Smko)Shkaak, to Erbil, which was then
under British rule. Jum'a opened a Straw-selling shop in Erbil due to
poverty.

Mr. Juma's wife, the mother of Khaj, was from Russia. Khaj, The daughter of
Jum'a the straw seller was very beautiful, and this high-ranking British
officer proposed to her many times, but Mr. Jum'a was opposed, and
eventually, the British officer kidnapped the coffee seller and took her to
The United Kingdom.

These are real pictures and the picture of Khaj, the daughter of Jum'a the
straw seller was taken by an English photographer.

Source: Kurdipedia



