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SCULPTURES OF THE GUADAK CAVE IN AQRAH

PARWEEN BADRI TAWFIQ
Archeology Specialist-Arbil-Kurdistan Region-lIraq

ABSTRACT

his research includes a study that the researcher carried out on the sculptures of the Guadak
Cave in Agrah, where she described new scenes of her that she photographed, which differed
from what the researchers mentioned before her, and she showed in her research the mistakes
that they had made. Through studying the clothes of the characters who appeared in them and
knowing the religious ceremonial rituals of the celebrants, who are the shepherds who have
given their name since the first century AD, it was called in Aramaic (Nirm Dara'watha),
meaning the village of the shepherds. The researcher relied on the interpretation of the
meanings of the names of the extinct villages around this village in the interpretation of the
rituals of this region and its ancient worship, which indicated the worship of fire and the sun
that continued in the village until the late centuries as confirmed by the oldest Syriac source who
wrote about the history of the region, which is the book (The Presidents), which was written by a
bishop in Ninth century The first monastery was founded next to this cave from the sixth
century AD.

KEY WORDS: Antiquities of Kurdistan,the Guadak Cave, Agrah, Corrective Study
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