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Abstract

Thomas Hobbes in Leviathan, Y10, based on analyzing human nature and via the social contract theory,
offers a theory regarding the raise and forming of the state. For Hobbes, the raise of a state is about transferring
the community in natural state into a society in its civil state; it is about transferring from <the war of all against
allb and chaos into safety and security. Hobbes argues that the state, just like the Leviathan, has supper power
and can embrace all other powers. It is able to end the chaos of the natural state, through using power; and by
this can protect itself and its people. This paper is an attempt to understand the validity of Hobbes> theory and
the vitality of the Leviathan in the contemporary era. It considers the reactions of both Iraq and Spain in Y-}V
towards separatist movements; seeking the Leviathanic elements in contemporary states. It tries to clarify how the
state still enjoys having its main characteristics throughout history without any considerable changes; as what has

been changed is about the forms, mechanisms and masks of the state but not its essential characteristics.
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