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Abstract

The celebration of Newroz/Nowruz at the beginning of spring has a long history among Aryan ethnic groups
such as Kurds, Persians, Afghans, Azaris, Tajiks, and Balochs. Newroz, as one of the most important festivals of
the ancient Iranians, is a symbol of rebirth, freshness, freedom, and peace. Although its exact date of observance
may vary from an ethnic group to another, it mainly occurs between 19th to 21st of March because of its linkage
with the Spring Equinox. The festival has been listed among the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
by UNESCO. This study analyzes Newroz according to Kurdish and Persian perspectives. The primary purpose is
to investigate diverse cultural perceptions toward the ancient festival among these two nations, and the way they
celebrate it. The qualitative research method is used, and semi-structured interviews have been conducted to
explore significant differences and similarities between the two nations’ celebrations of Newroz. The participants
of the study were selected using the judgmental sampling technique. Results indicate that there are numerous
differences in celebrating Newroz. For the Kurds who are a stateless nation, besides its cultural background,
Newroz is a symbol of resistance while for Persians it is a pure cultural festival. Even though it marks the beginning
of the Kurdish and the Persian new year, their calendars, myths, the way they celebrate it, and their understanding
for its origin are different.

Keywords: Newroz, Nowruz, Kurds, Persians, intangible cultural heritage, origin of the Kurds.

Kurte

Pirozbahiyén Newrozé di destpéka biharé de di nav komén etniki yén Arf de weki Kurd, Faris, Afgan,
Azari, Tacik, 0 Belog de xwedT dirokek diréj e. Newroz, weki yek ji giringtirin cejnén Traniyén kevnare, sembolek
jind ve jidayikbin, nlibiin, azadi 0 astiy€ ye. Her ¢end diroka wé ya rastin ji komek etnikT ji ya din cuda ye, ew bi
pirani di navbera 19-& heya 21-& Adaré de dibe. Ew j1 ji ber tékiliya wé 0 Ekinoksa Biharé ye. Festival ji héla
UNESCO ve di nav Mirata Canda Neguhézbar a Mirovahiyé de hatiye réz kirin. Ev 1ékolin li gori rwangehén Kurd
0 Farisan Newrozé€ sirove dike. Armanca bingehin ji ronikirina wekhevi G cudahiyén ¢andi G awayé pirozkirina
wé ye di nav van her du neteweyan de. Rébaza I€koliné ya keyfiyeté hatiye bikar anin, (0 hevpeyivinén niv-vekiri
hatine kirin da ku cOdaht 0 wekheviyén giring di navbera pirozbahiyén Newrozé yén her du neteweyan de werin
diyar kirin. Besdarén 1€koliné bi karanina teknika nim{ineya armancdar hatine hilbijartin. Encam diyar dikin ku di
pirozkirina Newrozé de gelek cldahi hene. Ji bo kurdén ku mileteki bé dewlet in, ji bili pasxaneya xwe ya ¢andi,
Newroz sembola berxwedané ye 18 ji bo Farisan ew tené cejneke candi ye. Her ¢end ew destpéka sala nd ya Kurdi
G Farist be ji, salname, efsaneyé&n wan, awayé pirozkirina wé { tégihistina wan ji bo koka wé ciida ne.

Peyvén sereke: Newroz, Kurd, Faris, mirata ¢candi ya neguhézbar, koka Kurdan.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equinox
https://en.unesco.org/
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