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Abstract

The Alevis in general and the Alevi Kurds of Dersim in particular
were always in the focus of interest by both the Ottomans and
Safavids. They were also part of their conflicts, because the Safavids
has often tried to benefit from their respect and love for Ali bin Abi-
Talib in their struggle with the Ottomans. On the other hand, the
Ottomans, being the patron of another streaming, i.e. the Sunna has
always treated the Alevis suspiciously and scornfully. During the
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movements of the Safavid Shah Ismail in eastern Anatolia at the
beginning of the 16th century, Sultan Selim inaugurated a campaign
of purging his domain from the Alevis he could reach. The Alevi
Kurds, who were totally distinct from the Alevi Turks, suffered from
the same campaign. According to the sources, 40,000 of these have
been perished.

In the light of the significance of this subject, we have tried to
undertake an academic research using as much available as sources.
The subject is divided into four parts¢ 1) Here we have shed some
light on the religious principles of the Alevism and its connections
with other religions. 2) This part is devoted to present an overview of
the areas inhabited by the Alevis in the Ottoman Empire and the
economic significance of their regions. 3) Specifically discusses the
attempts of Shah Ismail to draw the Alevis of Eastern and Central
Anatolia to his side. 4) This last part puts is about the policy of Sultan
Selim in relation to the expansionist attempts of the Safavids in the
west of the Ottoman Empire which, apart from mass-murder and
deportation, it brought a great damage to that large portion of the
Kurdish population in his domain.
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