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Constructing Scale oflateral Thinking at College of
Basic

Education, Salahaddin University
Salwa Ahmad Ameen, Ph.D.
College of Basic Education
Salahaddin University — Irbil

Abstract

Study Objectives : 1-To design a lateral thinking scale. 2- To apply
the lateral thinking scale on the students. 3- To discover the
students’ lateral thinking differences on the basis of their gender
variables (male or female) and major field (Science and Humanity).
Study Limitation : This study is limited to the students of College of
Basic Education, SalahaddinUniversity — Irbil of both genders (male
and female) and both fields (Humanity and Science). To achieve the
goals of this study, a lateral thinking test has been formed to be
administered to 620 randomly selected students (320) from science
departments and( 300) from humanity departments). The test
contained( 39) items according to De Bono’s model with two
alternatives (1 -0).the researcher has done a statistical analysis for
the items of the test such as coefficient of difficulty was between
(0.34) to (0.82), all the items were distinctive according to Ibil module.
But in the statistical analysis of the test the researcher depends on, 1.
Logical validity, via accurate familiarizing of lateral thinking which is
measured by the test, the researcher depends on perspective of De
Bono. 2. The face validity was done by a number of education and
psychology specialists, 7 question items were removed and they
approved the rest of the question with 90%, so the final number of
the items were 32 questions. 3. Constructive validity, it depends on
distinctive power of the items and the relationship of the items with
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the whole measurement. For the reliability of the test ( Kudar
Richardson 20) equation were used for counting reliability coefficient ,
in which obtained (87%) and it became (0,69) after multiplying it by 2,
it is a high coefficient if it has been compared with the absolute
standard (0.50-0.70). the data were analyzed statistically by using the
following statistical tools: the equation of difficulty coefficient, median,
standard deviation, T test for both independent samples for finding
discrimination power of the items for lateral thinking test and Pearson
Correlation Coefficient. Outstanding Findings ,The researcher has
reached that the level of university students’ lateral thinking has
dropped in all specialization, gender difference has no effect on the
students’ degree of lateral thinking, and students at the science
departments perform better than those at the humanity departments
in lateral thinking. Depending on the results of this study, certain
suggestions and recommendation have been presented by the
researcher.
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