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1- NBR 020/1 FCO 8/3849 , 28 September 1980, (Irag/ Iran), Confidential, 20 September
1980,Confidential Letter From Carrington To British Embassy Jedda, (28 September 1980).
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10- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478, 23 November 1980b, (IRAQ), Letter From R E Palmer (MED), To Blick (Tred),
(23 November 1980b).

11- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 , 23 November 1980a, Confidential , (Record Of Conversation Between The
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MED), (26 November 1980b).

16- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3478, 28 November 1980, (Visit Of Gen. Jenab), Confidential, Report , From FCO
London To British Embassy Baghdad , (28 November 1980).

17- NBRO087/8 FCO 8/3478, 1980, Confidential (British Defence Sales Policy To Iran and Iraq In The
Light Of The Conflict 1980).
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19- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 , 4 December 1980, Confidential (Arms Supplies to Iraq), Report From FCO
To Prime Minister ,(4 December 1980).

20- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 , 4 December 1980b, Confidential( Defence Sales To Iraq), , Letter From H D
A C Miers, To Michael Holton Esq, (4 December 1980b).

21- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478, 4 December 1980a, Confidential(Arms Supplies To Iraq), Report From FCO
To Secretary Of State For Defence (,4 December 1980a).

22- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 , 11 December 1980, Confidential (lllegal Export To Iran), Ministry Of
Defence , P Sanders Esq, Head Of Export Licensing Branch, Department Of Trade , (11 December 1980).

23- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 , 16 December 1980, Confidential (Arms Supplies to Irag-Soviet), Letter From
S L Egerton (British Embassy Baghdad, To John Graham ,FCO, (16 December 1980).

24- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 ,19 December 1980, Sale Of Scammell Recovery Vehicles Too Iraq,
Confidential , Letter From W | Rae (MED), To Miers, (19 December 1980).

25- NBRO087/8 FCO 8/3849 ,22 December 1980, Confidential, (Record Of persons And Meetings Held),
Visit Reported dated (22 December 1980).

26- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478 ,29 December 1980, (IMS TEAM Visit To Iraq, 12-16 December),
Confidential , Letter From S L Egerton To FCO, (29 December 1980).
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27- NBR 087/8 FCO 8/3478, Undated, (Defence Sales To Irag), Confidential Letter From Carrington To
British Embassy Baghdad. (Undated) .

28- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3849, 6 January 1981b, (IRAQ) Confidential , Report N. M. Prest (AD/Sales-
Ministry of Defence ), (6 January 1981b).

29- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3849, 6 January 1981 a, Report, Ronald Ellis , To Ministry of Defence ,(6 January
1981a) .

30- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3849 , 16 January 1980, (Iraq’s Captured Chieftain Tanks), Confidential , Letter
From John Graham, To( MED-FCO), (16 January 1981).

31- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3849 , 19 January 1981, ( Arms Supplies To Jordan , and IRAN IRAQ; HDS’s Visit
To Jordan), Report , Ronald Ellis , to Secretary Of State Defene, (19 January 1981).

32- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3849, 20 January 1981, (Defence Sale), Confidentail, Carrington To British
Embassy Amman, (20 January 1981).

33- NBR 087/1 FCO 8/3849 , 22 January 1981, Confidential, Letter From H D A C Miers, To Peter Jeffs
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Britain's Position on Military and Logistical Arms Sales to Irag during the First Year of the Iran-lraq
War 1980-1981

Mehvan Mohammed Hussain
Teacher- Department of History -Faculty of Humanities -University of Zakho.

Abstract

The position of the British government on the Iragi-lranian war 1980-1988, especially at its beginning, was
of particular importance in drawing the lines of its various relations with the Iragi government, which at the
beginning of the war was in a race against time to provide weapons, ammunition and military equipment from
the major industrial countries and their companies in this area. In view of Britain adopting a neutral stance
towards the war, this is difficult from the position of the two sides. The British military industrial establishment
and its companies were not able to obtain the possible economic benefit from Iraqgi offers nor obtain huge deals
to buy British weapons. This made Iraqi Ministry of Defense officials press in the negotiations for the signing of
many deals with the British military industrial establishment, whether with the British Ministry of Defense or
with British non-governmental companies. Despite that, there were many deals that took place between the Iraqi
Ministry of Defense and the British government and British companies, as the economic and political factors and
pressure groups from within Britain had a major role in concluding many of the deals. Here it appears clearly
how serious the British government is in adopting a policy of neutrality towards the war, especially as the
economic factors controlled its decision. In addition, the Iragi Ministry of Defense is largely credited with
breaking many obstacles in order to benefit from high-quality British military products compared to their French
and European counterparts in general.
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