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The Kurds and Kurdistan through the Benjamin of Tudelas book
Analytical and comparative study
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Abstract

Benjamin of Tuedla is one of the Jewish rabbinic, for the purpose of the trip he visited the eastern regions, at this
time the eastern world was in the shadow of the Abbasid state, especially his trip was during the rule of the
Abbasid Caliph pious to Amr Allah (530-555 AH / 1136-1161 AD), in the extent of his journey that It lasted
eight years, he tried to write everything about the Jews in the East, especially the number of the Jews and their
leaders, and the condition of the Jews in the East in all the areas he visited, and with that which is clear in the
book that the descriptive geography shows clearly, when he talks about the areas he saw. Despite this, he wrote
down the events that arose before his trip to the regions of Kurdistan, especially the Amadiyah region, and the
subject matter of Daoud Al-Ruhi, which is clear in the trip. It is what gave information about all the regions of
Kurdistan, even though there were a large number of Jews among them at the time, such as the region of Al-
Raha, which is located on the city of Nusaybin, and the city of Mayafarigin, in which he provided churches for
the Jews. It is found in other sources, as for the content of the research, and it contained three axes: the first task,
the life of Benjamin Al-Tulli, the itinerary of his journey, the reason, the purpose of the trip, and the second axis:
Al-Tatili’s methodology in writing his journey. And after that, in the third axis: the Kurdish regions in the
journey of Benjamin of tudela, especially the cities of Harra, Nahawand, Amadiyah, Hamadan and Nusaybin....
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