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[The Forge and The Crucible, Mircea Eliade, translated from the French by
Stephen Corrin, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London, second

edition, 1979 ]

' On artificial fertilization in Mesopotamia, cf. A . H. Pruessen, ‘Date Culture in
Ancient Babylonia’ (journal of the American Oriental Society, 36, 1920, pp. 213-
32); George Sarton, ‘The artificial fertilization of date-palms in the time of
AshurNasir-Pal’ (Isis, 21, Nr. 60, April, 1934, pp. 8-14); id. ‘Additional note on date
culture in ancient Babylonia’ (ibid., Nr. 65 ,June, 1935, pp. 251-2; these two
articles include a complete bibliography on the question); Hélene Danthine, Le
Palmierdattier et les arbres sacrés dans liconographie de I'Asie occidentale
ancienne (Paris, 1937), pp. 111-21.

On similar traditions among the Hebrews and Arabs, see Salomon Gandz,
'Artificial fertilization of date-palms in Palestine and Arabia’ (Isis, 33, Nr. 65, June

1935, pp. 245-50). On orgiastic practices connected with the grafting of citrus
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trees, according to the writings of Ibn Wahshya, cf. S. Tolkowsky, Hesperides, A
History of the Culture and Use of Cifrus Fruits (London, 1938), pp. 56, 129 sq.
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5 Texts reproduced and commented on by S. Tolkowsky, HesperiJes, A History
of the Culture and Use of Citrus Fruits, pp. 56, 129-30.
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6 R. Campbell Thompson, The Assyrian Herbal (London, 1934), pp. XIX-XX.
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8 Cf. Eliade, ‘Cunostintele botanice in vechea Indie’ (Buletinul Societaii de Stiinte
din Clij, VI, 1931, pp. 221-37), pp. 234-5.
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10 Cline, Mining and Metallurgy in Negro Africa, p. 117.
" Marcel Graner, Danses et Legendes de la Claine ancienne (Paris, 1916), p.

496.
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2 G. Boson, Les meraux et les pierres dans les inscriptions assyro-
babyloniennes (Munich, 1914), p. 73"

3 R. Eisler, Die chemische Terminologie der Babylonier, p. 116; Kunz, The Magic
of Jewels and Charms (Philadelphia-London, 1915), p. 188.

M o0 e o8l ol b s o, SLas SSos wysa 5 (€d. Von Lippmann,
Entstehung und Ausbreitung der Alchemie, i, p. 393). The 'sexuality' of stones in
the lapidaries: Julius Ruska, Das Steinbuch des Aristoteles (Heidelberg, 1912),
pp. 18, 165. Sexuality of minerals in the ideas of classical antiquity: Nonnos'
Dionysiaca (ed. Loeb, Classical Library), 1, p. 81. On the 'living stone' in the ideas
of antiquity and Christendom, cf. J. C. Plumpe, 'Vivum Saxum, vivi Lapides,

(Traditio, I, 1943, pp. 1-14).
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5 Salomon Gandz, Artificial fertilisation of date palms in Palestine and Arahia,
p.246.

16 animation

7 F.W. Schwartzlose, Die Waffen der alten Araber aus ihren Dichtern dargestellt,
p. 142; cf. E. von Lippmann, Enstehung und Ausbreitung der Alchemie, p. 403;
Concerning 'sexuated' swords in China, see Granet, Danses et Légendes, p. 496.
Drums and bells are likewise sexed; cf. Max Kaltenmark, 'Le Dompteur des flots'
(HanHiue. Bulletin du Centre d'Etudes Sinologiques de Pékin, Ill, 1948, pp. 1-
113), p. 39, n. 141.

18 Leo Wiener, Africa and the discovery of America (Philadelphia, 1922), vol. Il

pp. 11-12.
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® R. P. Wyckaert, 'Forgerons paiens et forgerons chrtéiens au Tanganyka'
(Anthropos, 9, 1914, pp. 371-80), p. 372. The furnaces of the Mashona and
Alunda are 'gynecomorphic’; cf. Cline, op. cit., p. 41.

20 Cf. R. Eisler, Die chemissche Terminologie der Babylonier, p. 115.

21 For bibliographical details, see Eliade, Traite d'Histoire des Religions, pp. 208-
10. Concerning the gynecological stones, cf. G. Boson, 'l metalli e le Pietri nelle
inscrizioni sumero-assiro-babilonesi' (Rivista di Studi Orientali, l1l, 379-420), pp.
413-14; B. Laufer, The Diamond (Chicago, 1915), pp. 9 sq.
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23 A. Benholet, Das Geschlecht der Gottheit (Ttibingen, 1934), p. 23. A number of
other documents concerning the 'sexualization' of the material world will be found

in this little volume.
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27W. F. Allbright, 'Some Cruces in the Langdon Epic’ (journ. Americ. Oriens. Soc.,

39, 1919, 65-90), pp. 69-70.
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