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Abstract

The article is a demographic survey on the Kurds in Greater Khorasan including
presently three separate provinces within the territorial-administrative system of
Iran. The research is mainly based on the field materials; the author had identified
most of the Kurdish populated localities in situ, though the data obtained from the
local municipalities were also taken into consideration. The paper includes a com-
prehensive list of all the villages and rural centres of Greater Khorasan with com-
pact and mixed Kurdish population, according to the minor administrative divi-
sions, Sahrestans, i. e. districts.

The biggest part of the Khorasani Kurds is sedentary, although there are also some
groups of seasonal pastoralists. All the Kurds of Khorasan are Shi‘ites. Generally,
there are 696 villages with a compact or prevailing Kurdish population registered on
the territory of Greater Khorasan. The total number of the Khorasani Kurds can be
estimated around one million.
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INTRODUCTION

Khorasan (Xordsan)' is the biggest province of Iran, located in the North-
East of the country. This region, especially in the north, is characterised
by a large ethnic diversity. Over a surface of 15,444 square miles, all the
ethnic groups that compose the population of contemporary Iran can be
found: the Kurds, Baluches, Lurs, Turks, Turkmens, Sistanis, Afghans,
Arabs, etc., though most of them have appeared here as a result of mi-
grations from their historical homelands. At present, Khorasan is di-

*1 would like to acknowledge my debt to my teacher Prof. G. Asatrian for his
help in preparing this paper and generally for furthering my work in the field.

! According to the Classical New Persian pronunciation, Khurasan (Xurdsan).
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vided into three separate provinces—Northern Khorasan (Xorasan-e
Somali), Khorasan-e Razavi (Xordsan-e Radavi)—the central part of the
area, and Southern Khorasan (Xorasan-e jonubi). It should be noted, how-
ever, that the Kurds live mainly in the two northern parts of Greater
Khorasan. The term Khorasan in this paper is applied to all the three
provinces, usually referred to also as Greater Khorasan (Xorasan-e bo-
zorg).

The research is mainly based on the author’s field materials. Since
the ethnic attribution of the villages is generally omitted or almost ig-
nored in the respective sources, and the official data are often contra-
dictive, most of the localities populated by Kurds, had been identified by
the author himself in situ, though the archive materials from the local
municipal centres were largely used as well.

The survey concerns exclusively the rural places as, despite the high
ratio of the Kurds in the cities (Mashhad, Quchan, Bojnurd, Neyshabur,
etc.), their identification in the urban environment is attended with cer-
tain difficulties. The Kurds in Khorasan, especially the educated layers,
usually assimilate, sometimes even in the first generation. This phe-
nomenon, however, has nothing to do with the purposeful policy. The
authorities in present-day Iran generally promote local cultures and
languages; a number of Kurdish newspapers and magazines are pub-
lished today in Khorasan. The point is that the Kurdish ethnicity in
Khorasan has become a rather social label, or characteristic; to be a
Kurd implies the belonging to rustic milieu, a villager par excellence.

There is also another point to be taken into account. Though the
overwhelming majority of the identified villages are purely Kurdish,
there are also some with mixed population (with the Persian- and
Turkic-speaking groups), with the Kurdish inhabitants still prevailing.
Even the mixed Kurdish-Baluchi villages can be found in the area.

The biggest part of the Khorasani Kurds is sedentary, although there
are also some groups of seasonal pastoralists. All the Kurds of Khorasan
are Shi‘its. Generally, there are 696 villages with the compact or pre-
vailing Kurdish population registered on the territory of Greater
Khorasan. Due to the lack of the exact census data on the ethnic groups
in Iran, the reasonable figure on the Kurds cannot be either; yet, judging
by some demographical parameters, their total number in Khorasan can
be estimated around one million.

EMERGENCE OF THE KURDS IN KHORASAN

The beginning of the 16th century was a crucial period in the history of
the Kurds having populated at that time the North-West of Iran and the
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adjoining areas of Northern Mesopotamia. The Safavid-Ottoman con-
frontation, particularly after the Chaldiran battle in 1514, revealed the
significance of the Kurdish-speaking element as an important military
factor in the region. The succeeding period in the internal policies of
both Ottoman Empire and Safavid Persia, is marked with the conspicu-
ous trend of using this factor as a security component.

The Ottomans started to actively populate the eastern regions of
Western Armenia (the so-called Eastern Anatolia) with Kurds, displacing
the autochthonous Armenians; the process of Kurdisation of the area
being aimed at creating a stronghold against the Safavids.

As for the Persians, they initiated the migration of Kurds from the
same territories in the opposite direction—to Khorasan, which was
primarily aimed at dispersing the compact Kurdish population in the
border zone with the Ottomans, as well as at creating a defense-line
along the north-east frontiers of the country against the constant in-
roads of the Turkmen and Uzbek nomads.

Milking in Daragaz (Photo by the Author)

The enrooting of the Kurdish ethnic element on the Armenian native
lands had finally resulted in the extermination of the Armenian popula-
tion of the area by the beginning of the 20th century, and conse-
quently—in the formation of a compact Kurdish populated region in the
east of present-day Turkey, known today under the conditional term
“Turkish Kurdistan”.



14 A. Madih / Iran and the Caucasus 11 (2007) 11-31

The relocation of the Kurds by the Persians, however, had no geo-
political consequences. The Kurds, settled in Khorasan, played, in fact, a
certain role in the defense of the north-east frontiers of Iran, although
having often rebelled against the central government (e.g. the revolt of
the Quchan Kurds against Fath-‘Ali Shah Qajar in 1839, suppressed by
the crown-prince ‘Abbas Mirza).”

The process of migration to Khorasan, initiated by Shah Isma’il and
continued during Shah Tahmasp, became systematic under the reign of
Shah ‘Abbas. In the period from 1598 to 1601, the latter forced 45,000
Kurdish families, primarily from the regions located in the historical
Western Armenia and the South Caucasus, to move to Khorasan. Shah
‘Abbas had actually established five Kurdish domains all over the extent
of the border, from Astarabad (Astarabad) to Chinaran (Cendran); three of
them—Bojnurd (Bojniird), Quchan (Qacan), and Daragaz—still existed in
the 19th century. The owners of Quchan, the strongest among the do-
mains, as well as those of Bojnurd, bore the title of Il-khans. Geographi-
cally, some tribes of the Zafaranlu (Za’faranlii) Kurds settled down in
Quchan, shadlu (Sadlii or Sadili))—in Bojnurd, Keyvanlu (Keyvanlii or Ka-
vanlia)—in Radkan (Radkan), and Amarlu (‘Amarla)—in Neyshabur (Ney-
Sap/bur or Nisabir).?

Several migrations of the Kurds took place also in Iran in the first
half of the 18th century, in the period of Nadir-Shah’s rule. In all ap-
pearances, he relocated only the Iranian Kurds within the territory of
Iran—from Ardalan to Khorasan, as well as those having already settled
in Khorasan—to Gilan for creating an anti-Russian bastion.

All the Kurds of Khorasan are Kurmanj (Kurmanj), descending from
the tribes having once lived in the Turkish domain and belonging to the
northern grouping of the Kurds; the absolute majority of the latter are
presently concentrated in Turkey as well, some living in Syria and Iraq.
In Khorasan, the Kurds are called likewise—Kormanj (Kormanj). They
speak the same dialect as the Turkish Kurds, Kormanji (Kurmanj, in Per-
sian rendering Kormanji). Judging by the vocabulary of this dialect, its
speakers once had definitely neighboured Armenians. Even the pres-
ence of a certain Armenian ethnic element in the bulk of the Khorasani
Kurds can not be totally excluded. In my field works, while identificat-
ing villages in the district of Chenaran, for instance, I came across peo-
ple who were claiming to be of Armenian origin. Even in a superficial

® Cf. P. Sykes, A History of Persia, vol. 2, London, 1951°% 323-324.

® See V. V. Bartol'd, “Istoriko-geografiteskij obzor Irana”, idem, Socineniya, vol. 7,
Moscow, 1971: 105-106.
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skimming of the language of the Khorasani Kurds, a number of impor-
tant borrowings from Armenian become apparent: xa¢ “cross”; ¢ort’an
“dried cheese”; k'otan “plough”; panjar (pinjar) “a common denomina-
tion for edible herbs”; mandik “a sort of wild edible plant”; k’el/randii
“sickle with a long wooden handle”, etc.* Probably, in the phonological
system of the Khorasani Kurmanji, the Armenian trace is also visible.
The phonological opposition of the voiceless ¢/voiced ¢, and the voice-
less occlusives p, t, k/aspirated p’, t’, k', typical for the Kurdish dialects of
the historical Armenian lands, is explicitly visible in the Khorasani
Kurmanji.> Another detail is of ethnographical character. After winnow-
ing, when the work on the thrashing-floor is over, some groups of the
Khorasani Kurds draw a cross-sign on the grain heaps cleaned from the
husk, thus rendering homage to an old tradition, without realising its
real meaning.

So, it is beyond controversy, that the Khorasani Kurds had migrated
from the Kurdish populated regions of modern Turkey, and, judging by
some tribal names, possibly from the South Caucasian regions (present-
day Armenia, Azerbaijan Republic). In Turkey, it could be the area cov-
ering the Van lake basin, Bidlis, Mush, up to Diarbakr. However, the oral
tradition of the Khorasani Kurds, as well as all the authors having writ-
ten on the subject, localise the exodus territory of the Kurds of
Khorasan in Chemishgazak (Cemisgezek), having allegedly been the
dwelling area of a tribal confederation with the same name. Yet, the
tribal confederation of Chemizgazak has never existed, in fact. It was
just a conventional name given by Shah ‘Abbas to the pro-Iranian
Kurdish tribes resettled later to Khorasan. Sharaf-khan Bidlisi describes
the dominion of Chemishgazak in details.® It was one of the four regions
once constituting the Charsanjak kaza within Kharput (Arm. Xarberd),
district, i.e. in the area to the south of Dersim. According to some
authors, Qarachor was a synonym of Charsanjak.” Today, Chemishgazak
(Cemisgezek) is a part of the province of Tunceli (Dersim). Anyway, the

*For details, see G. Asatrian, “Kurdish and Armenian”, Iran and the Caucasus
(forthcoming).

> Cf. Asatrian, ibid.; also I. I. Cukerman, Xorasanskij kurmandzi. Issledovanie i teksty,
Moscow, 1986: 12ff.

® Scheref-nameh ou Histoire des Kourdes, par Scheref, prince de Bidlis, publieé
pour la premiere fois, traduite et annotée par V. Véliamonof-Zernof, tome II, texte
persan, St.-Pétersbourg, 1862: 162-175.

7 See G. S. Erevanean, Patmut‘iwn C'arsanjagi hayoc’, Beirut, 1956: 1-3; cf. also D.
Butyka, “Das ehemalige Vilajet Dersim”, Mitteilungen der kais. Kénigl. geographisehen
Gesellschaft in Wien, 35 Band (1892): 109ff,
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only tribal name among the hundreds of Kurdish tribal denominations
attested in Khorasan is, perhaps, Qarachorlu (Qaracorlii), which has an
homonym in the toponymy of Chemishgazak, i.e. the mentioned Qara-
chor. Nothing else, in fact, in the Khorasani Kurds’ tribal nomenclature
reminds the alleged territory of their origin in this area; all the more, a
tribe called Qarachorli, by the way Shi‘ites, mentioned in the Erivan
province of the former Russian Empire.® Furthermore, despite the fact
that the population of Chemishgazak had a significant pro-Iranian ele-
ment, indeed, including the Shi‘ite Qizilbashes,’ the biggest part of the
inhabitants of the region are not ethnic Kurds, but Dimilis (or Zazas).
Thus, Chemishgazak is a quite implausible candidate for the hypotheti-
cal exodus place of the Khorasani Kurds. In all likelihood, the name of
Chemishgazak, as M. van Bruinessen believes," was actually given to a
group of migrants, having formed an ad hoc tribal confederation, proba-
bly due to the fact that Chemishgazak was a marked place in the whole
Kurdish ethnic and geographical continuum of that time. Sharaf-khan,
for instance, writes: “When someone among the Kurds, mentions (lit.
names) the vilayet of Kurdistan, he means Chemishgazak”."

In any case, the real territory of the Kurdish exodus is the mentioned
area in the present-day Turkey and in the South Caucasus, but by no
means Chemishgazak.

Generally, from the numerous tribal names of the Khorasani Kurds,
ending, as a rule, with the Turkish suffix -Ii, only few can be identified
with the corresponding tribal names of the Mesopotamian and South
Caucasian Kurmanjs. Cf. Sifkanlii, as a parallel to Sipki (Sipkunla), Pazikt,
Beérivanli, vs. Berifi between Mosul and Mardin; Milan (Milanli); Zilan (Z1-
lanlii); Sadilii, vs. Sadimanli, a Shi‘ite Kurdish tribe in the Erivan prov-
ince; Mamyanla, vs. Mamikanla (Mamgun),"” as well as Ardalan, probably
coming from the big tribe of Ardalan in the province of Kurdistan in

¥ Cf. P. Lerx, Izsledovaniya ob iranskix kurdax i ix predkax, severnyx xaldeyax, kn. I,
SPb., 1856: 89.

° Cf. scheref-Nameh ..., ibid.; M. van Bruinessen, Agha, Shaikh and State: The Social
and Political Structures of Kurdistan, London-New-Jersey, 1992: 134-135.

1% van Bruinessen, op. cit.: 134.

! Cf. Har-gah dar miyane-ye akrad veldyat-e Kordestan madkiir sazand, morad az Ce-
miSgazak ast (Scheref-Nameh..., bid.: 163).

"2 see Lerx, op. cit.: 67, 70, 72, 73, 87, 89, 90; W. Spottiswoode, “Sketch of Tribes
of Northern Kurdistan”, Transactions of the Ethnological Society of London, vol. 2 (1863):
244-245; M. Sykes, The Kurdish Tribes of the Ottoman Empire”, The Journal of the
Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, vol. 38 (1908): 457, 467, 470,
476, 477.
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Iran, and Zanganeh, the latter being definitely a part of the Zanganeh in
Kermanshah, etc. The two last-mentioned tribes moved to Khorasan in
the period of Nadir-Shah.

As for the tribal name Giiran, attested in Quchan and Shirvan,® it
has, of course, nothing to do with the Gurans of the province of Ker-
manshah in Iran. It is rather an echo of the social connotation of this
term, applied to the non-tribal peasants in the North-West of Iran."

With regard to the internal definition of the Khorasani Kurds by
their tribal affiliations, it should be noted that it is, indeed, a quite
difficult, if not unrealistic, task. With some exceptions, most of the
tribes have their own doubtful genealogical stories, extenuating the
cardinally contradictory data in the relevant literature.” Therefore,
in the present work, we confined ourselves to the simple registration
of the tribes, making no further attempts to trace their genealogical
affiliation. Generally, most of the tribal groups and clans of the
Khorasani Kurds relate themselves to the Za‘faranlu. For the time
being, the major Kurdish (Kormanyj) tribes of Khorasan are as follows:

Z'afaranli Bacvanli Seyxkanlia

Sadli Silsepiiranli Qackanlii (Qo&-qiytanli)
Qaramanla Izanla Zangalanli

Qaracirli Sevkanlii (Syiikanlii) ~ Zardgkanli
Tii/opkanli Davanla Rosvanli

‘Amarli Zeydanlii Sirvanli

Keyvanli (Kavanlii) Palokanli Qarabasli

Bicervanlii Torosanli Berivanlii (Barimanlii)
Mamyanli Mastyanlii MoZdeganlii
Hamazkanli Badlanli Zardkanli

Capesli Ridkanli

3 A, Mir-nya, Tl-hd va tayefe-hd-ye ‘asayeri-ye kord-e Iran, Mashhad, 1368/1989: 66-

67.
' Cf. van Bruinessen, op. cit.: 109-115.

' See Lerx, op. cit.: 119-120; K. Tavahhodi, Harekat-e tarixi-ye kord be Xordsan,
Mashhad, 1371/1992; ‘A. Mir-nya, op. cit.: 111-148; also by the same author Ilat va
tavayef-e Daragaz, Mashhad, 1361/1982 and II-hd va tdyefeha-ye ‘asayeri-ye Xordasan,
Mashhad, 1369/1990; cf. also M.-H. Papoli Yazdi, Le nomadism dans le north du Khoras-
san, (Persian version), Paris-Tehran, 1991: 76-93; R. Sakeri, Atrakndme, tarix-e jame"e
Qucan, Tehran, 1365/1985: 54-58; H. Behtiiyi, Kord va parakandegi-e i dar Iran-zamin,
Tehran, 1377/1998: 87-92; ‘A.-‘A. Madih, Neysabar va estratesi-ye touse‘e, vol. 1, Mash-
had, 1385/2006; idem, Field Materials (2001-2006); etc.
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TUPKANLU, THE BIGGEST NOMADIC TRIBE OF KHORASAN

Although, as was stated above, the majority of the Kurdish tribes and
non-tribal groups in Khorasan are sedentary, there are still several
tribes and clans practising transhumant animal husbandry. This form of
household economy is most typical for the Tupkanlu (Topkanla, Tapkan-
la) from the Za‘faranlu tribal group or confederation. From the very
beginning of their replacement to Khorasan, the Tupkanlu settled down
in the northern part of Shirvan, where soon appeared the village of
Tupkanlu. Already at that time, the Tupkanlu were seasonal pastoral-
ists, moving from gislags, winter villages, to yaylags, summer camps,
depending on season. Later, the Rudkanlu clan splintered off from the
Tupkanlu, to form a separate tribe.

In general, the Tupkanlu includes ten clans (tire), each consisting of
approximately ten big families (tdyefe); a big family, in its turn, com-
prises several minor ones (xanevar).

In the period from 1872-1922, the Tupkanlu, looking for better pas-
ture-lands, started moving from Shirvan towards Sarvelayat region of
Neyshabur, where they finally settled in the areas of Dahaneye Shur and
Shirin,

In the Qajar period and then, till the fall of the Pahlavi dynasty, the
nomadic Tupkanlu had lived under a Khan’s strict supervision. Among
the Tupkanlu prominent Khans of that period Farhad-Khan Farhadi, his
son ‘Ali-Muhammad-Khan, and the grand-son Reza-Khan Farhadi can be
mentioned; the latter had headed the tribe up to the Islamic Revolution
in 1979.

It is interesting to note that up to 1979, the social structure of the
Tupkanlu included the associated groups of elders (ris-sefids) within
each clan, who acted as an intermediary governing body subordinated
to the Khan.

According to the census of 2000, there were 306 Topkanlu families
living in Neyshapur, consisting of 1848 persons.

The Tupkanlu gislags are mainly situated around the town of Kash-
mar, as well as Daruneh, and Shahrabad, while one of the Tupkanlu
groups lives, in winter-time, near Fayzabad, Mah-Valat (not far from
Torbat-e Heydariye), another group settles near the town of Marzdaran,
not far from Pol-e Khatun, to the south from Sarakhs.

The Tupkanlu leave their summer camps (Kelidar, the Muhammad-
Bek and Shah-Jahan foothills in Esfarayen, the Binaludi southern high-
lands) in early August, starting the routes going down to the south from
Neyshabur, till, in mid-October, they meet all together with their flocks
in the appointed time and places, and stayed there for approximately
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two weeks. Finally, in late October, all set their feet on the paths de-
bouching into their winter villages. The whole process of these autumn
migrations with interim camps takes around two months, so that by
mid-December, the Topkanlu reach their winter villages.

Tupkanlu Women (Photo by the Author)

One group moves to the south (Kashmar, Bardeskan and Mah-Valat
of Torbat-e Heydariye), another one—to Kela-shuri, passing by Dizbad
and Sangbast, as well as Abravan, towards the regions of Marzdaran and
Bagh-baghu in Sarakhs, and finally both settle down for the winter in
Sarakhs (which is a warm place), from where they can easily return
back, following the same route.

The spring migration starts on early April; its first stage takes some
two weeks, and the second one—another two months, when after the
interim camp, the tribe moves directly to their yaylags.

Nowadays, all women and children, with the necessary household
effects, are transported by vehicle and settle down by themselves in the
interim camps. It is only herders, who drive their flocks along the de-
scribed route. Of course, previously, till some 20 years ago, they had
used camels, bat-mules, horses, and donkeys as transportation means;
camels as the most important among the beasts of burden, being ap-
proached almost as family members. There were two kinds of camels
used by the Tupkanlu: one of the Arabic breed (Arvane), a comparatively
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small and lean but fast animal, and that of the Bukhara breed—a huge
animal able to bear a heavy load up to 300 kg.

In yaylags, the Tupkanlu live in the so-called siyah-¢ador, the black
tents usually pitched on camps sites. In the mentioned interim camps,
they stay in temporary houses made of various kinds of available mate-
rials—clay bricks, wood, etc. In the same way they build temporary
shelters for cattle.

The tents themselves are usually made of goat wool and camel felt,
covered with waterproof tent-cloth. They can be of different size."
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A Kurdish Lady in the Tent, Sabzevar (Photo by the Author)

The Tupkanlu, in all appearances, may become generally sedentary
in the nearest decade; only the herders will move seasonally, riding
live-stock from gislags to yaylags and back. There are several factors
pointing to such a sedenterisation forecast: reduction of grasslands,
caused by the development of industry in the region, as well as lands’
degradation caused by increase in herd size; the influence of the urban

'® The black tent is almost a common type of temporary dwelling place among
the Iranian transhumant population. 1t is usually called syah-éador, although there
are some other synonyms for it: melega—in Luristan (see L. Edelberg, “Seasonal
Dwellings of Farmers in North-Western Luristan”, Folk, vol. 8-9, Kebenhavn,
1966/67: 384ff.), kone raS—among the Mesopotamian and Eastern Anatolian Kur-
manji-speaking Kurds, etc.
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culture and, accordingly, the drift from the land; substandard social

services, generally resulting in rural depopulation; and, finally, the
rapid development and obvious advantages of the sedentary cattle-

breeding. The Iranian authorities support transhumant tribes in various

ways—food coupons for the staples of wheat, barley, rice, and sugar

amount to government subsidies; necessary human services are pro-
vided (schooling in nearby villages for the children, and occasional vet-

erinary visits to their encampments), etc.

KURDISH VILLAGES IN NORTHERN KHORASAN

a) Bojnird district
Location:
District centre:
Population:

Number of Kurdish villages:

Zarneh

Qustappeh

Hasanlii

Karlag

Qadr

Qardjeh

Qaradanlii
Qarehbaslu
Qarehjangal-e ‘oulya
Qarehkanlu

Qarehlii
Qarehbanliy
Qezalhesar

Qezalgan

Qeslag-e ‘Abdollah- abad
Qeslag-e kaveh
Qeslag-e langar
Qasr-e qajar

Seisab

Sah-ojaq
Sah-pasand

Seyx ‘Ali-abad-e Qarhar
Materanlii
Xandagla

Dangol

On the North-West

Bojniird

app. 330,700

122
Pasandeh Parkanli
Pir-e boz Pasandareh
Tar yolam Cahar-xarvar
Bazranlii Kalate-ye Celu
Bozgant Kalate-ye Hajiqasem
Band-e Xodanlii Kalate-ye Haji-nosrat
Band-e yaymiir Kalate-ye Sohrab
Burbur-e kord Kalate-ye Far$¢t

Beydak
Pay kotel

Adine qolt

vaslt gale
Siyiixosii-Moradxan
Abxar

Ag-tappeh

Axlt

Mahnan
Mirzahasanli
Nav

Najaf-abad
Nargesli-e sofla
Nargesli-e ‘oulya
Nodeh
Yeksar-$ax

Kalate-ye Mollayolamhoseyn
Ark

Kalab

Kalate-ye ASiyan
Kalate-ye Aqanabi
Kalate-ye Ardestrxan
Kalate-ye eslahat-e ardi
Kalate-ye Bagerxan-e yek
Kalate-ye Bagerxan-e do
Kalate-ye Bagerxan-e se
Kalate-ye borf

Kalate-ye Pahlevanlii
Haj-Zeynol‘abedin
Haj-‘Alidad

Barbar-qal‘e

Ubeh

Utar-abad-e sofla

17 . . . . . - — - —
The local version of this name in Kurdish is Sevxasii-Moradxan.
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Daraganli
Resvanli
Ra‘na-abad
Zanganeh
Sarivan- tappeh
Sarivan-e ‘GSeqan
Siirg

Suliklia

Hesar-e Karamxan
Halim-abad
Hamami
Hamezanli
Hamid
Jafar-abad
Jelf-darreh

Jamit

b) Torbat-e Jam district

Niki-gal‘e (hiime)
Niki-gal‘e
Kalatey-e Naqt
Kalatey-e Valixan
Kiithkamar
Keykey

Garmxan
Gomhay-e Birbiir'
Qal‘e-tat
Qal‘e-tappeh
Qal‘e-tut
Qal‘e-jag-e bozorg
Qal‘e-jag-e kucak
Qal‘e-Sa‘’ban
Qal‘e-marmar
‘Ous-qal‘e-ye bala

8

Utar-abad-e ‘oulya
Uzane-bijah

Ideh

Injanla
Baba-Aman
Badamleq
Bazxane

Baycaq

Badaranli

Barbar qal‘e

Borf

Cerik

Caharborj-e sofla
Caharborj-e ‘oulya
Xatab

Location: East of Khorasan-e Razavi
District centre: Torbat-e Jam
Population: app. 250,000
Number of Kurdish villages: 1
Zeyli (zili)
c) Jajarm district
Location: South-West of Greater Khorasan
District centre: Garm-e Jajarm
Population: app. 66,000
Number of Kurdish villages: 32
Arg Barazanli Dast
Rabat-e Qarebil Barzaneh Kalate-ye Souyaniha
Sogan Post-e bam Kalate-ye Siir
Sarik Basidar Kalate-ye Qajar
‘Emarat Tadar Kalate-ye Miri
Qarje-rabat Joydt Gazan
Qezelhesar-e ‘oulya JouSagan Mas‘td-abad
Qezelhesar-e payin Copeh Masma

Qelt

CeSme-ye Tabari

Mirz-abad

'® In the local Kurdish, as in Turkish Kurmanji in general, gom means “cow-shed”
(from Arm. gom id.); this toponym can be translated as “the cow-sheds of the Borbor
(tribe)”. On the Borbor (Biirbiir) tribe, see D. Borbor, “Notes on the New Iranian
Toponomastics (The Element -biir)”, Iran and the Caucasus, vol. 6.1-2 (2002): 189-193.
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Bam Hesar-e ‘Isa Navya
Asyar-abad Darkes
d) Cenaran district

Location: North of Khorasan-e Razavi

District centre: Cenaran

Population: app. 125,000

Number of Kurdish villages: 71
Talgiir Golgiin Camleh
Kamandar-e bala Gabrt Camgerd
Bidabid Kithestan-e salxi Casm-e mahi
Bahmanjan-e payin Kiinan Kalate-ye Araz
Bahmanjan-e bala Kalate-ye sadii Qeys-abad
Ilehesar Kalate-ye Sarif Qeyas-abad
Il-abad Kalate-ye Kazem Qal‘e-Bahmanjan
Utan Kalate-ye Kolbeja'‘far Qasg-abad

N Kalate-ye Mohammad-
Ahmad-abad )Dadkan) Bager Qoroq
Ahmad-abad Kalate-ye mala Tadir-abad-e Qezelhesar
Helal Deraxt-e senjed Tadir-abad
Haft-¢ah Darbyaban ‘Abdol-abad
Mahd-abad Xaje-ye gerdab ‘Abbas-xan-e Qaregol
Niih Hasan Xazif ‘Abbas-abad-e jangalt
Tiideh Xamt Taher-abad
Nou-bahar Hakim-abad Sams-abad
Mangesli Hoseyn-najii Sah-abad
Hoseyn-abad-e

Mazang Nydzmandt Sark
Mirjegan Hoseyn-abad Mardjeh
Mohammad abad-e balii¢ ~ Hoseyn-abad-e Radkan Riyad
Mohammad-abad Haji Esma’il Dehbay
Mas-e Maskanli Haji-abad Duxan
Mas-e Hadrati Cahéahe Dastgerd
Gavareskan Caharmahen

e) Daragaz district

Location:

District centre:

Population:

Number of Kurdish villages:
Mohammad-Tagqi-beyg ‘Abbas-qal‘e
Miyab Tafar-abad
Mina Ahmad abad-e

North of Khorasan-e Razavi

Daragaz

app. 95,000

59
Xademanla
Jankanlii

Daydar
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Davaranlii
Dehest
Rahman-qolt
Zar-abad
Zangelanli

Zamindanli-ye ‘oulya

Zamindanli-ye sofla
Sangez-e bala

‘oulya

Ilanjeq
Borj-qal‘e
Besarat
Sabdareh
Bahador-xan
Paykan-e sofla
Paykan-e ‘oulya

Darband-e bala
Darband-e payin
Qazan-beyg
Qorban-abad
Qezlag

Qeslag

Qalceq

Qal‘aceh
Qal‘e-ye Hatam
Kala

Sanqez-e payin Tappehlik
Sanqgez-e vasat Tut

Mastgtalt Tuzanli
Seyyedha Hasan-abad
Sirkal Hasan kadxoda
Sii-ye sofld Hadrat-e Soltan
Sii-ye vosta Hagqverdt

Sii-ye ‘oulya Halgeh
Seyxanlii-ye ‘oulya Xaftyan

f) Sabzevar district
Location:
District centre:
Population:
Number of Kurdish villages:

Uler Hojjat-abad
Baba-¢esmeh Zard-kiih

g) $irvan district

Location:

District centre:

Population:

Number of Kurdish villages:
Sokranli Xademt
Siirik-e Takmeran Xan-hesar
Siirik-e Ziyarat Xanlog
‘Abd-abad Xeder
‘Ali-xan Xatab
Fazel Cesmeh-diizan
Darbala Caklanli
Sar-Cesmeh Ciikanlii
Dolii Pir Sahid
Razm-abad Tabaran-e sofla
Reda-abad Tork

Ziyarat Taqi-abad

Kahu

Kabkan
Kalate-ye arbab
Gapt
Gaduganli
Garmdareh
Gandab

East of Khorasan-e Razavi
Sabzevar

app. 500,000

6

Seyyed-abad
Kayef

East of Northern Khorasan
Sirvan

app. 170,000

73

Abselx

Molla Bager
Varaqt

Vark

Kalate-ye Hendest
Garzi

Ganj-abad

Gigli

Lajlt

Mohammad ‘Ali-xan
Marzaq-abad
Qoljaq
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Sorx-rii Tasnovan Qal‘ece
Sardar-abad Tuapkanli Qal‘ezii
Sekke Tudeh Qurdanlu
Sangcin Tiikar” Qaridarband
Sarik-abad Borzii Qulanli-ye bala
Hasan-abad (Takmeran)  Boz-abad Qulanla-ye payin
Hasan-abad (Zavarem) Bolyan-e sofla Qavinanlii
Hesar-e Pahlevanlii Bolyan-e ‘oulya Karxane-ye gand
Hesar-e Davin Bize-ye Zeynal-beyg Kalate-ye Tukanli
Hesar-e Miisa beyg Beyg Aman-abad
Hesar-e Nameh Beyg-e Tukiir Amir-abad
Heidar-abad Beygan Amiranlii
Borj
h) Fardj district

Location: East of Northern Khorasan

District centre: Fardyj

Population: app. 68,000

Number of Kurdish villages: 10
Kore-tappeh Yam Jahan-abad
Darband-e Esfajir Kuran-e kordame Ja'far-abad
Xabiisan Hesar-e Andaf Tarqt
Agbay
i) Quéan district

Location: North of Khorasan-e Razavi

District centre: Qucan

Population: app. 180,000

Number of Kurdish villages: 220
Navax Sahr-e kohne Asibelanj
Yadegar Seyxkanlii Aqa Lotfali
Yadak Sir-zan Aladlii
Yiisef-abad Siryan Alxas
Ziixaneh Tabartyan Abr-abad
Soltan-e Zirabeh Taragqi-ye kord Farxan-e sofla
Sorak-e Tiipkanlii ‘Ali Mohammad Farxan-e $ahrah
Tavil Abjahan Farxan-e kohne
‘Emarat Xelajla Qackanlu
Fath-abad Xomartas Qal‘e-mosarraf

' Another version of this place-name (twkwr) is Takfar (tkfwr), which seems to be
more correct; t'akfiir in Turkish Kurmanji means “prince, noble” (from Arm. dial.
t'dkfor, t'dkfur, Classical Arm. t‘agawor “king”).
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Nur-Mohammad
Ar¢in-abad
Agqmazar
Agkahriz
‘Allahiyan
Emamgqolt
Emamdordi-xan
Inc-e sablay

Inc-e $ahbaz

Iné-e kikanla
Badxiir

Borj-e Kardas
Paykotal
Peru-abad

Piranla

Sahrik-e Javanli

Janan

Caran

Canlt
Heidar-abad
Xabkanli

Daranlii

Sadabeh

‘Eraqi
Qare-tappeh
Qare-¢ah

Qeslaq
Qal‘e-‘Abbas
Kalate-ye Ahamad
Cah-e Ja'farzade
Cah-e Haji ‘Esmati
Cah-e Reda-abad
Cah-e Folamhoseyn-e
AZdart

Cah-e Mogaddam
Caharbay-e jadid
Hasan-abad
Hesar-e Allahverdr
Xeyr-abad
Xeyr-abad (Diyayi)
Filab

Qal-e Kamakla
Qarjaye-ye Qahremanlii

Xajeha

Xukanli
Dasanjan-e kordi-ye
Dadeh-xan

Zadag

Zartanli
Zindanli
Zubaran
Zeydanli
Ziganla
salamfay
Sarant

Sardab
Soleyman-abad
Sar-gonbad
Hesar
Hamzekanli-ye bala
Hamzekanli-ye payin
Xersekanli
Xorram-abad
Titkanli
Jartudeh

Ja'far abad
Jangah

Juzan

Capanlit
Carkaxneh
Carmeh

Cart

Cuakanlix

Haj Tagqi

Haji Kahi

Pir ‘Al
Pirtdanli

Pireh

Taxt

Taranli

Tarnik

Borj-e Zeydanla
Bardar
Barzal-abad
Barzalan-e sofla

Qal‘e-kamar
Qeytaqt

Kaclanli
Kordakanla
Kalate-ye Sah
Mohammad

Gol Ahmad-beyg
Gadeganlii
Mefranqgah

Magjt

Malavanli

Mir Fadlollah
Milanli-e sofla
Milanli-ye ‘oulya
Namanli

Neqab

Nagqda

Niyyat

Valt-abad
Hast-mory
Yarem-Gonbad
Yengiqal e ‘oulya
Kalate-ye nourtizt
Golmakan

Kavakt
Kurkanli-ye sofla
Kirkanli-ye ‘oulya
Kohne Fariid
Kadiganli

Gazkil
Gonbad-jaq
Mohammad-doli
Mohammad Reda- xan

Mardkanli

Qal‘e-beyg
Qal‘e-Hasan
Qal‘e-safa

Qal‘e-valt

Qolhak-e ‘oulya
Qusxane-ye sofla
Kaklt

Kalate-ye Balt
Kalate-ye J‘afarabad
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Qarjayeh

Qelgel

Qarjayeh (Xarq)
Qare-CeSmeh
Qare-gol
Sisbaranlii-ye sofla
Sisbaranlii-ye ‘oulya
Singeli-e Str
Singeli-e $trin
Samxal

Soug-abad
Sahranli
Darbadam
Darbandt

Doab

Doulat-xane
Duldanla

Dola

Rostam-abad

Resvanlii (Mayiin)

Barzalan-e ‘oulya
Bargerd
Beglar

Bavanla

Bibahre
Palkanli-ye sofla

Palkanli-ye ‘oulya

Kalate-ye Cambar-xan
Kalate-ye Hasan Redayt
Kalate-ye Reda
Kalate-ye Salart
Kalate-ye Molla
Mohammadqolt
Kalate-ye Mahdaviyan
Gabr-abad

Gurexar

Lala

Motor-e Haji Pandht
Motor-e Haj Hasan-e
Hamidelaht

Motor-e Haj Heydar-e
Ebrahimi

Motor-e sarhang

Kalate-ye Rahimiyan
Kalate-ye Zaman
Kalate-ye Siyahdast
Kalate-ye Sah
Mohammad
Kalate-ye Sahmir
Kalate-ye Nazar ‘Ali
Kalate-ye Nazar
Mohammad
Estarxt

Injt-xan

Bidak-e payin
Kadgol-bay

Qusxane-ye ‘oulya

Katlar
Andarzt
Nababid
Emam-morsed
Urte-EeSmeh

Uydz-e tazeh
Izman-e bala

Izman-e payin

Tahmasebt

Reda-abad-e Astaneh Mir-abad Bay-mahalleh
Rizeh
j) Kalat district

Location: North of Xorasan-e Razavi

District centre: Kalat

Population: app. 40,000

Number of Kurdish villages: 20
Layin-e kohne Pol-gerd Karnave-ye $irin
Layin-e nou Tiregan Qezelqt
Rabat Caram Kahlab
Rajab-abad Caram-e nou Karim-abad
‘Aziz-abad Cahar-rah Sang-e divar
Asad-abad Hajr-abad Cenar
Babd Ramadan Xakestar

27
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k) Maneh-Samalgan district

Location: West of Northern Khorasan
District centre: ASxaneh
Population: app. 95,000
Number of Kurdish villages: 63
Agqmazar Borj-e Zangangii Kalate-ye Naqdujan
Eslam-abad Pisqal‘e Kalayen
Resalat Jozak Kikanlii
Zard Caxmagqli Qal‘ebarbar
Zamansufi Camanbid Qalandar-tappeh
Zadi-ye ‘oulya Hasan-abad Kask-abad

Ses-xaneh
Mehr-abad-e Xavar

Heydara-abad
Xorramdeh-e Sarqt

Kalate-Cenar
Kalate-kasi

Sahr-abad-e kord Qarecay Kalateqamu
Sir-abad Qarekanla Kalatekalimant
‘Aziz-abad Qasri Garmab
‘Esq-abad Sirin-darreh Garmak
Qadr ‘Ali-abad Gaz-abad
Qare-ayaj-e Sarband Rahimdad Molla Hasan
Qare-ayaj-e payin Hasrgah Mehmanak
Qar-e mosalla CeSmegah Najaf
Qesti-ye Sapiir-xan Taze-qal‘e Havard
Qesti-ye Mo‘aven Tappeh Ustad
Kerik Taxtmis Bazare-ye Qarnds
KeSanak Taqecenar Agce
Kalate-ye azadegan Tapcendr Espaxi
1) Mashad district
Location: North of Khorasan-e Razavi
District centre: Mashad
Population: app. 300,000
Number of Kurdish villages: 1
Maryzar

m) Ney$abur (Nisabar) district

Location: the centre of Khorasan-e Razavi
District centre: Ney$abar
Population: app. 500,000
Number of Kurdish villages: 18
Nou omidt Nasr-abad Surandeh
Sargerik Andarab Zolm-abad
Sebyan Pire-Sahbaz ‘ESq abad
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Kalate-ye Bojnii Taxte-masid Fadel-abad
Kalate-ye Redd Xan Cahargusli Hoseyn-abad
Kalate-ye Mohammadjan Godar Zarandeh

Judging by the above list, most of the Kurdish villages of Northern Kho-
rasan are concentrated in the Quchan (221 villages) and Bojnurd (122
villages) districts. Mashhad and Torbat-e-Jam have one Kurdish village
each.
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Map 1. Concentration of the Kurds in Greater Khorasan
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