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Tradition in the Era of Karim Khan Zand (1163-1193 A.H.)
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Abstract

The study of human religion and beliefs reveals truths about certain worldviews.
The spiritual category of “endowment” in the era of Zand dynasty (1163-1209 A.H.)
is an instance of such religious beliefs. The Zands did not have a unified kingdom
and ruled for a short time; however, they left material and spiritual heritages like
other historical periods. Scholars and historians of the endowment tradition have
paid less attention to the Zand period and noted its lack of prosperity, while some
evidence indicates the prevalence of endowment and the existence of the Ministry of
Endowments in the era of Karim Khan Zand (1163-1193 A.H.). The lack of wide
documents is the main obstacle for studying this historical period. Therefore, any
relevant document is valuable, if available. The research sample includes the one-
piece carpet inscription left from the Zand era which is kept at the National Museum
of Iran (Tehran). The research objective is the explicit and implicit explorations of
the one-piece carpet inscription endowed during the mentioned period, with the aim
of shedding light on the status of endowments in the Zand era. The study applied a
nonprobability sampling technique. The findings of this article are results of library
archives and museum observations. The research has a qualitative nature and the
research uses a descriptive- historical method, while analyzing documents. The
current research was based on the documentary study of the endowed carpet
inscription which led to the understanding of the endowment mechanism,
components and conditions of endowment in the mentioned work. The examination
of the carpet inscription confirmed the prevalence of the endowment tradition and
the presence of endowers in the era of Karim Khan Zand.
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