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The Geographic position of the Faily Kurds™ territories and its Impact on Irag-lran
relations
Abstract:

The frontiers of the Faily Kurds' territories in Iraq can be represented by a line extending
from the cities of Khanagin and Jalula' in the north, to the borders of Misan Governorate in the
south; from the banks of the Tigris in the west, to the Irag-lran borders in the east. Among the
most remarkable features of these borders is that they tend towards the Iragi Capital city of
Baghdad. This fact generated a constant threat against Iraq at the security and military levels.

The Geographic position of the study area has a geo-strategic importance that made it the
center of tensions between the two neighbors, Iraq and Iran, during most of the past century,
which reflected on their mutual relations.

Moreover, this area was the bridge that connected the provinces of Iragi Kurdistan and the
rest of the Iraqgi provinces. Thus, the area of the study had to bear the load of the unstable relation
between the Kurdish Movement and Iragi Governments. They had their share of deportation,
displacement, and exit, on less than the rest of the Kurdish areas. The outcome was a huge and
enormous transformation in the Demographics of the area, especially the ethnic distribution of
the people.

This study analysis the geostrategic importance of the geographic position of the Faily
Kurds' territories, as well as their destiny because of their proximity to the Irag-lran borders in
the past century, after the establishment of the Iraqi state; as well as the impact of all of this on
the Irag-Iran relations.

This study has two essential sections: the identification of the location where the
territories are, and their geostrategic importance. On the other hand, the other section is the
impact of the location on the pathway of the Irag-Iran relations, and the Iragi-Kurdish relations
on the other hand.
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