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l- THE CHEALIVE PROCESS

i

The most remarkable discovery made by scicntists is sclence
itself. The discovery must be compared in importance with tac
invention of cave-painting and of writing. Like thcse earlicr
human creations, science is an attempt to control our sgrrpund—
ings by entering into them and understanding them from inside.
And like them, science has surely made a critical step 1n
human development which cannot be reversed. Vie cannot conceive
a futurc society without science.

I have used threc words to describe these far-reaching
changes: discovery, invention, and creation. There are contents
in which one of these words is,more appropriate than the others.
Christopher Columbus discovered the West Indies, and A}exan(er
Graham Bell invented the telephone. We do not call their
achievements crcations beccause they are not personal cnousa.
The West Indies were ithere all the time; and as far the
telephone, we feel that Bell's ingenious thought was sonchow
not fundamentazl. The groundwork was there, and if not Bell ihen
someone else would hawe situmbled on the telephone as casually
as on the West Incigs. '

A4 major headache for conference organiseys , both ir the Middle Bast
and in international forums, is to find good rfrablc-speoking trans-
lators and interpreters,

Fifteen years ago iArabic was scarely heard in inlernaticnal confer=
ences, but since 1973 it has becen an official language in all United
Nations bodies , with their "-nst networgs of conmittees oand conferen-
ces.

Arabic is also an official language in the Organisation of Arican
Unity (OAU) and the Islamic Conference Organisation, ard is coxtensive?
1y used in the non- aiigend movement,

But the training of interpreters and translators has fallen far
Lehined the demand, And international or regional bod:i .3 are nowv the
only cosumersof these skills . Throughout the Middle bast , govelmenis
ere trying to '..rabise ' *their education systems, which means that a
wide variety of text books for schocls and universitics nced to be
translated into .rabic.

.
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