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Iraqi Specificities and the Refutation of the
“Artificialness” of Iraq
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The main premise of this paper emerges from a treatment of the identities dominant throughout the nineteenth
century and at the turn of the twentieth. Specifically, and significantly, this paper asserts that the three formerly
Ottoman provinces or vilayet which would compose present day Iraq Mosul, Basra and Baghdad were in fact
led and centrally administered from Baghdad. This reality emerges through records of local correspondence
and private reports with official bodies that contained the concept of "Iraq": in place of a common tribal or clan
structure, there were Iraqis who shared a "homeland" analogous to the previous tribal concept of a dira. Alternative
narratives particularly those adopted by British commentators emphasize the "artificial" nature of Iraq, but these
are overly reliant on a Eurocentric model for the formation of the nation state. Such Eurocentric approaches are
overly restrictive and fail to take into account diverging and alternative patterns for the emergence of modern
states. Additionally, the inability of the Iraqi and other models to meet European standards of national homogeneity
and territorial contiguity have been used to explain and justify political violence within the boundaries of Iraq.
Keywords: Iraqi Tendencies, Artificial State, Iraq, Identities.
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B. Lewis et al. (eds.), The Encyclopaedia of Islam, vol. 11, 4th ed. (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1991), p. 534; J. W. Redhouse, Redhouse’s Turkish
Dictionary, 2™ ed. (London: Bernard Quaritch, 1880), Part II: Turkish and English, p. 654.
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21 Visser, p. 146; B.B.A., Y.E.E., 14/257/126/8, 13 August 1323 / 26 August 1907, Quoted in: Selim Deringil, "The Struggle against Shiism in
Hamidian Iraq: A Study in Ottoman Counter-Propaganda," Die Welt des Islams, New Ser., Bd. 30, Nr. 1/4. (1990), p. 52.
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23 Retrospect in IO/LPS/10/732. Fortnightly report no. 20, 11 October 1918, Quoted in: Visser, p. 148.
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27  Y.MTV 72/ 43. "Letter from the governor of Mosul to the Ottoman cabinet dated 22/4-1310/12 November 1892," Qouted in: Visser, p. 146; T.C.

BasBakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigi, s. 235-238;
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28 BOA, irade Dahiliye, note by Umim Erkan-1 Harbiyye Da'iresi (Ugiincii Su'besi) dated 28 November 1906, Qouted in: Visser, p. 146; C.

BagBakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigd, s. 305.
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Population. — La population tolale du vilayet de Mossoul
est de 300,280 habitants réparlis dans chaque sandjak comme

suil :
Sandjak de Mossoul . . . . 139,680 hab.
— de Chehrizor . . . 89,000 —
— de Suléimanith . . 51,600 —
ToraL. . . 300,280 hab.

Cette population se divise, approximalivement, par races, re-
ligions ou communautés, comme suit :

Syriens arabes . . . . 80,000

Arabesnomades. . . . 93,000

Kurdes. .. . . « 5. 46.180 ( , .
Slusulmans. Turcomans (Tuksies) . . 16,000 L

Chabaks . .. . ... 12,200

Hamavands. . . .. . 1,000 )

A reporter. . . 248,380 hab.

sydeall

J

Vital Cuinet, La Turquie D'Asie: Géographie et Raisonnée de Chaque Province de L'asie- Mineure, Ernest Leroux (ed.), Tome Deuxi¢me
(Paris: Ernest Leroux, Editeur, 1894), p. 764;
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