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Tennessee Williams - amazing 7-min interview (1981)
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Tennessee Williams

(Amazing 7-minutes interview, 1981)

Implementation of text into written format & translation into Kurdish: Azad Karimi.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p74dfCILTvw

Source: Slydogmania- Youtube


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p74dfCILTvw

A short and interesting interview, which is one of the last interviews of
Tennessee Williams, the American genius of literature, I happened to see on
YouTube a few days ago, and when I understood its topic, it became interesting
to me. Of course, my perception of his sexual duality was initially gender
duality. I thought he was talking about how can create the opposite gender
character in drama and how a playwright, story writer, and screenwriter goes
into the mold of their opposite sex to create a drama character. What I did in the
story "Borsoen Prison" many years ago and develop the characters of several

women, and by the way, it turned out interesting.

But Mr. Williams, who is to me a "master" in the field of character development
in fiction, and whom I have admired for his unique style since I was a teenager,
spoke about discovering his "homosexual tendencies on New Year's Eve years".
It also says that the role of his homosexual tendencies in the eroticism of his
dramatic literature has been effective, strong and visible in the treatment of his

fictional-dramatic characters.

Anyway, | saw this interview several times. | wrote it down and translated it

into Kurdish, which is in front of you, dear reader.

I did this to serve Kurdish literature and the literary culture of the people of
Kurdistan. I have not seen this interview anywhere in any language other than
English. I have not seen its printed text neither in English nor in any other
language. Therefore, I am proud to say that for the first time, I am publishing its
written text in English, and with a higher honor I translated it into Kurdish and

am publishing it.

I say frankly that Kurdish literature is poor in terms of translating dramatic
literature or producing dramatic literature, and this is a very big weakness.
Unfortunately, what most Kurdish translators do is translate works that are

published in Iran, the Arab world, and Turkey, and all these countries publish



works under very heavy censorship that do not reflect the society of the free
world. Unfortunately, Hyperideology is the great misfortune of these countries,
and the Kurds, who do not have an independent country, have no choice but to
accept the policies and norms of the mentioned governments, and literature is

also a part of this category.

I hope that this article, which is a bold and interesting interview of the genius of
the dramatic literature of the world, the great Tennessee Williams, will be of
interest to you and will be a new step to promoting the culture of dramatic
literature to inform the translators who exist or will arise in the future so that
they do not follow the censorship culture of harsh and intolerable dictatorships

such as Iran, Turkey, Iraq, and the Arab world.
Azad Karimi
Drammen, Norway

09/24/2024



Revelatory interview with Tennessee Williams in one of his final interviews,

a year before his death in 1982.

Tennessee Williams - amazing 7-min interview (1981)

P M 032/629-Into>

Considered one of the three foremost American playwrights of the 20th
century, Tennessee talks about his major early plays A Streetcar Named
Desire and The Glass Menagerie, and how life in New Orleans influenced his
sexuality, plus feeling misunderstood by critics for his later work. Brilliant

insight into Tennessee Williams, an American literary giant.



Narration:

“Tennessee Williams™ calls it his best work but it’s only one of the plays short
stories and poems that have made Williams one of the world’s most acclaimed

writers he’s authored plays like:

“The Glass Menagerie”, “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”, “Knight of the Iguana” and
countless others is considered by many as America's greatest living playwrights
Tennessee who was born “Thomas Lanier Williams III”, 71 years old in
Columbus-Mississippi is still writing today the travels much of the year and
when not in his home in “Keywest, Florida” spends a good deal of time in “New
Orleans” where he still owns a house and has many fond memories of his early

days here days that help shape his writing and his life...

Tennessee Williams: I had been a rather, Oh! Proper sort of person. Do you
know? In my private light. So I edited the decadent world of New Orleans, and
then I discovered the certain. Oh! The flexibility of my sexual nature.

Interviewer: In the quarter you discovered?

Tennessee Williams: Yeah! That is indeed it happened on New Year’s Eve. I

remember ...Yeah!

Interviewer: As long as we're on that subject in your memory you talk about

homosexuality?

Tennessee Williams: Right Now! I had one alternative which was to talk about
writing and I am superstitious about talking about writing. If you talk about
writing you’ll stop being able to write and become self-conscious and when you

sit down on your typewriter you will be too subconscious the way...



Narration:

William says the homosexuality or as he calls it “The Duality of Gender”, he

discovered in New Orleans was quite useful in his writing.

T.W: I think that a duality agenda is useful to write. He can write books from a
male point of view and a female point of view or in between. So I don’t think it
is a... it is not only a practical advantage because if he is a person of erotic
disposition such as myself you will be married three or four times and be

playing alimony all these women like, Yeah!... like poor normal nailer is.

Interviewer: When Williams came to New Orleans he lived in several rooming
houses and several apartments here in the French Quarter one of those was at
722 Toulouse and another was here in the 600 Block of Saint Peter... Now
Willias’s apartments overlooked Royal behind me and a streetcar line that used
to run there called “Desire” that of course spawned the play and the classic
Marlon Brando, Vivian Leigh film “A Streetcar Named Desire” and was one of
several plays that lounched Williams into literary immortality. Have you ever

read what the Encyclopedia Britannica says about Tennessee Williams?

Tennessee Williams: No! I’ve got the whole Encyclopedia Britannica in
cartons in the closet in Keywest. I got an award from them for “Life
achievement” and my brother received one for me that was tied up in Vancouver
Canada he got it and they sent me the whole set of them huge because I’ve got

them all in the closet.

Interviewer: If I may read from the Encyclopedia, they say characters have one
common bond that is they are psychologically sick and trapped in a world

indifferent to them and uncomprehended by them.

Tennessee Williams: Oh! That’s very pet... Do you know? Very pet definition
of my characters, I think ... (Tennessee laughs)... they have to say something

and they usually will say something. Yeah! That will please the attitude.



Interviewer: It also says of your characters at best they cling pathetically
together in what Williams appears to consider the only remaining Bond of

sympathetic communication sex.

Tennessee Williams: Delicious! Absolutely delicious! My closest friends are

people who had no sex at all.
Interviewer: Do you identify with your characters?

Tennessee Williams: I have to every person who is going to create a true
character has to be able to reject himself into that character in order to create

him.

Interviewer: Even though Williams writes every day it has produced dozens of
short stories and plays over the past couple of decades he has not had the great
successes as he did in the 405s, 50s, and early 60s and when this interview was
taped just before his 70th birthday Williams was the first to admit his current

work is not as well accepted as were his earlier writings.

Tennessee Williams: I don’t have the huge advantage of youth. I’'m 69 years
old. I’ll be 70 on the 26th of March. I certainly don’t have the huge backlog of
additional experience that I had. I had to release in my early place. I do have
new things to say. The things that come with the experience. | have
craftsmanship that comes with experience. I have many things to offer still or I
wouldn’t try to work. But my work I know that I could not have, I could not to
another Menagerie nor another street or a Cat and I don’t think I should be
asked to they should. You Know! I can still function as a playwright and I can
still give them the innovative, experimental way that interests me and introduce
them because they’re permitted to physical experience will permit me to

continue to practice it.



Interviewer: And continue writing Tennessee Williams will it is he says his

first love and for the world it is his greatest gift.

...........................

Any copying of this article is prohibited without the permission of the author.
The offender will be brought to court.



