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Locations:

The Sheikh Magsoud neighborhood enjoys a unique strategic location in the northern part of the city of Aleppo, as it
lies atop an elevated hill that grants it wide oversight of the city and both banks of the Quweiq River. The
neighborhood is bordered to the east by the railway line that connects to Turkish territory, and to the south by the
Christian cemeteries and the French military cemetery.

As forthe Ashrafieh neighborhood, it is located directly southwest of Sheikh Magsoud, forming an urban extension
of it. Together, the two neighborhoods overlook the Lairamoun industrial area and the Castello Road to the north

and west, in addition to the Youth Housing neighborhood, which gives them significant military importance due to
the geographical elevation and control over vital axes within the city.

The elevated location of Sheikh Magsoud is considered a decisive factorin the dynamics of the conflict, as it provides
a tactical advantage for surveillance and control over the surrounding areas. This advantage has made the two
neighborhoods frequent targets of attacks, and at the same time a stronghold for the residents’ self-defense, with
the Ashrafieh neighborhood serving as a complementary area that reinforces this strategic importance.

Sheikh Magsoud neighborhood is the largest neighborhood in the city of Aleppo, with an area exceeding 4,000
square meters.

As for the Ashrafieh neighborhood, its area is 14 dunams.




Armed Factions Attacking the Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh Neighborhoods:

The military factions affiliated with Turkey and operating under the authority of the Ministry of Defense
of the Syrian Interim Government in Damascus are carrying out attacks on the two neighborhoods
using all types of heavy weapons (heavy machine guns, rocket launchers, mortars, artillery, tanks, and
drones). Meanwhile, the two neighborhoods are devoid of any military presence, with only Internal
Security Forces present to ensure security and stability within the neighborhoods.

Armed Factions Attacking the Two Neighborhoods:

e The 60™ Division, formed of hardline elements formerly affiliated with Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS). It
is led by Awad al-Jassem, known as “Abu Qutayba al-Manbiji,” one of the prominent commanders
within HTS. The deputy commander of the division is Mudar Najjar, a senior figure among the factions
active in northern Aleppo, most recently the Sham Front, and originally from the city of Mare’.

e The 76" Division, formed from the Turkey-backed Hamzat faction, led by Saif al-Din Boulad, known
as “Abu Bakr,” who is listed under U.S. sanctions. By the end of 2025, the United Kingdom also
imposed sanctions on this faction and its leader.

e The 72 Division, which includes fighters from several Turkey-backed factions, and is led by a former
commander in Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham known as “Khattab al-Albani.”

e The 80 Division, led by Khaled al-Omar, a defected officer who commanded several factions during
the Syrian crisis, the most recent of which was within the Syrian National Army.

Siege and Deterioration of the Humanitarian Situation:

The violations in the Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods are not limited to direct violence;
they have extended to include a suffocating siege, restrictions on residents, and obstruction of access
to basic supplies, thereby exacerbating the humanitarian crisis.

Fuel Crisis:




The two neighborhoods are suffering from an ongoing siege that has led to a severe shortage of fuel
and essential materials. This shortage directly affects the lives of residents, as roads are cut off and
the passage of goods is prevented, making access to daily necessities extremely difficult.

In addition, electricity and water supplies have been cut off for many residents of the two
neighborhoods, disrupting daily life and rendering living conditions unbearable.

Impact on the Health and Education Sectors:

As aresult of the siege and the shortage of supplies, the
only hospitalin the neighborhood is facing a severe lack
of fuel and medical equipment, placing patients’ lives at
risk, limiting the capacity of the medical sector to
provide necessary care, and increasing rates of deaths
and injuries.

The siege has also extended to the education sector, as students
and teachers are unable to reach their schools. Consequently, the
education sector has been adversely affected, and children are
being deprived of their fundamentalright to education.

Violations:

The Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods are subjected to systematic violations by armed factions
affiliated with the Transitional Government, including repeated shelling, a suffocating siege, and attacks on civilians.
These violations exacerbate the humanitarian situation and create an environment of fear and instability.

The Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods have been subjected to repeated bombardment with mortars,
heavy machine guns, drones, artillery, and tanks since 22 December 2025. These attacks have been described as
“war crimes” by human rights organizations.

e On 22 December 2025, a joint checkpoint of the Internal Security Forces (Asayish) and the General Security Forces
at Sheihan Roundaboutin the city of Aleppo was subjected to an armed attack carried out by factions affiliated with
the Ministry of Defense of the Interim Government. This was followed by heavy-weapons attacks on both
neighborhoods, resulting in the deaths of five people and injuries to 23 civilians with varying degrees of severity.

The two neighborhoods also experienced a complete cutoff of water, electricity, and internet services, in addition to
a shortage of diesel fuel. Armed factions continue to prevent the entry of food supplies, while simultaneously
restricting the entry and exit of residents to and from the two neighborhoods.




* On 28 December 2025, armed factions affiliated with the Ministry of Defense of the Interim Government abducted
two university students from the Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods while they were returning home
after their university classes.

* Onthe evening of 6 January 2026, factions affiliated with the Interim Governmentlaunched a large -scale attack on
the Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods in Aleppo. These neighborhoods are home to more than 500,000
residents (approximately 55,000 Kurdish families, in addition to Kurdish displaced persons who were forced to leave
the Afrin area, which is controlled by Turkey-backed factions).

The attacks began with targeting some civilians by the Ministry of Defense -affiliated forces using suicide drones,
initially injuring three civilians severely. This was followed by a campaign of indiscriminate shelling aimed at
neighborhoods inhabited by unarmed civilians.

The 60th Division deployed a convoy of tanks and armored vehicles in an attempt to forcibly enter the
neighborhoods. This was accompanied by the forcible removal of civilians from surrounding areas of the Kurdish
neighborhoods to position snipers and deploy tanks within those neighborhoods—a dangerous escalation that
threatens civilian safety and turns the residential area into a military zone.

Alongside the arrival of military reinforcements, a heavy bombardment campaign was launched in which the Interim
Government’s Ministry of Defense forces used alltypes of heavy weapons (tanks, heavy artillery, Grad and Katyusha
rocket launchers, mortars, and Dushka machine guns of all kinds), in addition to suicide drones and high-destruction
weapons. This resulted in the killing of four civilians —including two women and a child—and injuries to 35 others,
including children. Dozens of homes and civilian buildings were also severely damaged due to the impact of shells
and rockets.

Subsequently, after intensive efforts to halt the clashes and return to dialogue, the Kurdish neighborhoods
experienced a cautious calm, accompanied by a preliminary agreement for a ceasefire. However, the factions
resumed violent attacks on the three neighborhoods shortly thereafter.

Amid the ongoing attacks and the imposed siege, the two neighborhoods continue to face a serious humanitarian
disaster. Ambulance teams and medical staff are unable to move to evacuate the injured. There is also a shortage of
doctors across all specialties, and armed factions are preventing doctors from outside the neighborhoods from
entering.

Names of Civilians Killed and Injured During the Shelling of the Neighborhoods that Began
on the Evening of 06 January 2026:

Names of the Martyrs:
e Fatima Hamadeh, 41 years old

e Masoud Faiq Abdo, 30 years old




® Khorshid Omar, 13 years old
e Sham Dlo, 3 years old
e Hasan Muhammad Hasan, 42 years old

¢ An unidentified woman

name Age name Age
1 Ivan Abdo 2 years 2 Hamoude Hasan Muhammad 12
Years
3 Sharif Sido 52 years 4 Aslan Bakr 18
years
5 Muhammad Habib | 82 years 6 Ali Aslan Muslim Bilal 17
years
7 Sharvan Abdo 17 years 8 Hasan Muhammad Eid Qatran 30
Mamo years
9 Muhammad 70 years 10 Ramzi kelo 18
Sheikh kilo years
11 muhammad 23 years 12 Khadija Aloush 47
hussien bakr years
13 Shiro 44 years 14 Muhammad Nour Shokk 26
Muhammad years
Hussien
15 Muhammad 21 years 16 Hamid Habash 74
Ibesh years
17 Ibrahim 34 years 18 Hevin omar 29
MuhammadRashad years
19 Dima Al-Hussien | 85 years 20 Mustafa Abd Al-Hamid Hassan | 38
years
21 Arslan Alou 75 years 22 Rifaat Muhammad Alou 64
years
23 Masoud Ali 18 years 24 Abdulaziz Dawood 24
Karkour years
25 Rajab abd Al- 16 years 26 Nouri khalil 29
Fattah years
27 George Khwam 42 years 28 Nouri Jamal Hussien 34
(Christian) years
29 Jihad Saleh 15 years 30 Dlbrin Hamdoush 45
Nasser years
31 Muhammas 32 Orhan Smo
Zakaria Mardali
33 Muhammad 75 years 34 Abdullah Muhammad Saleh Al- | 26
Saleh Al-Amin Milh years
35 Ahmad Badr Al- 15 years 36 Rashal Roto 38
Din Zidan years
37 Daughter of 6 years 38 Son of Ahmad Badr Al-Din Zidan | 7
Ahmad Badir Al-Din years
Zidan




39 Abdullah Hassan | 8 years 40 Mzkin Ali 30
Muhammad years
41 Gulistan 41 years 42 Rahaf Hamza 9
Muhammad years
43 Hala Hamza 13 years 44 Wiam Hamza 6
years
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