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Thetemple and the city of Musasir/Ardini

New aspectsin thelight of new Archaeological Evidence
DLshad A. Marf

INSTRUCTOR, AT THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY, SALAHADDIN UNIVERSITY-ERBIL, KURDISTAN-IRAQ.
PhD STUDENT, AT THE DEPARTMETN OF ASSYRIOLOGY, LEIDEN UNIVERSITY, NETHERLANDS. dishadazamua@gmail.com

Abstract: This paper deals with those Urartian columns which were uncovered by the local peoplellamghe v
of Mdjeser during activities of construction or cultivation in the last four decades. In additionpst@sebout
the architecture of the city of Musasir depicted on one of the reliefs in the palace of Sargon Il at Khorsabad are
given, as well as notes concerning the weather and topography of that area and s ¢ffecincient and
modern architecture. On the basis of this evidence | add some notes concerning the probable locat
Musasir/Ardini and of the temple of Haldi.

Keywords: Musasir/Ardini, Haldi Temple, Column basis, Iron Age, The Northern Zagros, Urartu, Assyria
Sidekan, Mdjeser, Shkene.

Introduction: The long lost religious capital citwhich was called Musasir in the Assyrian inscription and
Ardini by the Urartians was located in the land of Musasir. The land of Musasir was considered by K. Radner to

be one ofhe lands which “formed a string of ‘buffer states’ between the two powers,”” i.e. between Assyria and
Urartu There is agreement among the scholars that ancient Musasir was located in the territory of the modern
villages of Sidekan or Mdjeskin the district of Sidekan/Bradost, in the most northeastern corner of Irag, clc
to Iran and Turkey. This identification is based on archaeological evidence and on evidence from the Assy
and the Urartian texfs.

Before the archaeological discoveries in thellaf Musasir, the medieval Muslim author al-Qalgashandi (1355-
1418 AD), in his encyclopedi&Subh al-a ‘sha,” (“The Dawn of the Blind) was the first to mention stone steles
in that area. When he described the fourteenth region of the Kurdish land, he refers to the surdamjeling
Mountain of Ushnuya town (which is located east of the Kel-e-shin pass):

“...this mountain is tremendously high, very cold. On the top there are three stone steles. The length of ea
is 10 spans of the hand, and its width 7 spans. They are made from greenish stone. On each stoneistele
an inscription, faded away over time. They (i.e. the local people) say that these stone stelestad as a
warning, and tell the story of those who were wiped out over there because of snow, and cold in sul
(nights). Now the Zarzarian (people/trib&ke guard to receive tribute below Janjaradmntain.*®

Y1 would like to thank those local people who helped me duringiefy Work in the Harir-Ruwanduz-Sidekan areas. My thanks are
due first of allto Mr. Adulwahab Soleman, the head of Soran Directorate of Antiquitlasy thanks tdProf. Dr. Wilfred van Soldt,
and Dr. Diederik Meijer for their support to the field work and for themmments also. Also | would like to thank Mr. Mohammad
Majeed the Mudir-Nahiya of Sidekan, and Mr. Kirmanj Izzat the Qaimagfa8oran whom for their administrative support. Many
thanks to Mr. Abdulrazaq Bapir, Mr. Salam Bradosty, who supportéeidevork in Mdjeser

’Radner 2012, p.243ff.

Rainer Boehmer has identified the Ka&t}eser fortifications with ancient Musasir (see Boehmer, 1979, pp. 50-51; Boehmer, 1973,
pp. 3140). A point to be noted is that the name of the village and the castle (theakalgglled by the local people Mdjeser. Boehmer
registered the name as Mudjesir, but this artificial pronunciation by Boehmer gives ‘artificial similarities’ between the name of the
ancient toponym and the name of the modern village, although in rdwityiltage is called by the local people Mdjeser or simply
Mdjese. The modern name does not have any meaning in the languagecdltKairdish people.

“As an example see, Al-Amin 1952, 61; Boehmer, 1973, pf8Lanfranchi 1995, p.130, n. 14; Postgate 1995, p.9; Radrig, 20
p.250.

°Radner 2012: 250.

®al-Qalgashandi, Sh. ASubh al-a ‘sha (“The Dawn of the Blind™), vol.4, p. 376.

" Interestingly in the late #9century when Lehmann-Haupt visited that area he mentioned the saraeiata(tribe) which mentioned
by al-Qalgashandi half millennia before him, Lehmann-Haupt recdhd#dname as Zerza tribe, even he mentioned name of some ¢
the chieftains and other tribes. They are the same modern Zarzarian tritigendwo the same area. For further details see Lehmann
Haupt 1910, p.248ff.

¥t seems to be the weather at that area not changed a lot since the timeash@umlijsince the £5entury whenAl-Amin stayed
there for a survey during June-JuUl95], he said that in the area of Kel-e-Shin the weather was very caidydbis summer nights.
For further details seé|-Amin, 1952, p.63.
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| assume that these stonecles’ with faded away inscriptions might be the same as the Urartian steles ‘Kel-e-
Shin, Topzawa, Merg-Karvan’ which are erected in the surrounding areas west and northeast of the way to
Ushno. al-Qalgashandi mentioned the colour of the steles as greenish, and actually the name loihKelteeS
local Kurdish language also means a green/blue or grayish-blue stele, although the colour of the stone in
is grayish-blue. Besides that, he mentioned that at the foot of this mountain where the steles are the gus
take customs tolls, the same place as Kel-e-Shin, where even now there is a customs checkpoint. Als
considered as one of the points on the Iraqgi-lranian border. In addition, we have the measurements of the
‘steles’ that were mentioned by al-Qalgashandi (10 spans high, 7 wide), where one span is the distance of a f
opened hand, from the tip of the thumb to the little figure. It was used as a measurement in the past. Althou
do not know exactly, because there are differences from place to place and from one man’s span to another’s,
generally a span is about 16 cm (9 incHe¥he measurements of the Urartian steles are similar to th
measurement mentioned by al-Qalgashandi. We know the measurements of the Urartian steles: the Kel-
stele (height 175cm, width 62¢nand of the Topzawa stele (height 116 cm, width 71.8 cm). If we consider ¢
Qalqashandi’s span as 16cm, the measurement of his stele would be comparable: height 160cm (10 spans of
16cm) and width 70 cm (7 spans of 10cth).

The discoveries in the area of Sidekan/Bradost started for the first time in the damgrit@ry, when the
Urartian bilingual stele of Kele-Shin was recorded by Schulz in 1827. After him others visited that area
recorded in detail the Urartian bilingual inscriptions of Topzawa and Kel-e-Shin. They dealt with capging
translating the inscription's.Lehmann-Haupt also visited that area in 1899, and he describes the Urartian s
and some architectural remains at Ashkene in SidEkaccording to him it is to be identified with ancient
Musasir.® In the 1950s, Mahmoodl-Amin for the first time published the stone statues uncovered fror
Mdjeser+* Also al-Amin recorded architectural evidence from Sidekan-Topzawa, and confirmed what had |
recorded by Lehmann-Haupt. Al-Amin describes the architectural remains of Shkene in the east of Sidekan
“There are remains of ruins of a fortress about 1 mile (south east) of the stele @farap&Zhkene, the remains
on a hill rising from the surrounding valley about 30m. The walls of the fortress/castlee seen to have been
destroyed, even with its foundations taken away. There are heaps of stones which had beernthesed
construction of this building. But there are probable remains of the internal walls of a buildpadace,
looking like the remains of a tower 36m x 32m. It was built with big stones, each one about 3.%ldrmhdrie
are remains of foundations of houses inside the internal walls, which were built with small cubicNd&mes.
stones ?Sre visible outside the external wall. In the valley there are remains of a long iveditiort with small
stones.”

During my fieldwork in recent years | have seen these sites described by Al-Amapdoutrom a few remains
of stones or of what might be a foundation of a wall there is nothing else in Shkene. This maguise béc
cultivation activities, and during the military unrest some looters removed the architectural remains f
Shkene.

°Baalabaki, 1970, p.883.

"%For further detailsee: CTU I: 141CTU III: 322.

“Among them, Rawlinson in 1841, Khanikof in 1852, Blawl858, De Morgan in 1890, Lehmann-Haupt in 1893; for further details
see: Al-Amin 1952, 64ff.

' ehmann-Haupt1926 pp.288308.

% ehmann-Haupt1926: pp.288308 Lehmann-Haupt, 1910, pp.22B1; See alsoAl-Amin, 1952, pp.61, 69. Unfortunatly the
original source(Lehmann-Haupt, C. Musasir und der achte Feldzug Sargons Il. (714 v. Chr.), MitteilungervVdederasiatisch-

Aegyptischen Gesellschaft 21, 1916, ¥8Jj4s not avalable to me.

YAl-Amin, 1955, p.224.

Al-Amin, 1952, p.70. Al-Amin also visited the area of Ruwandud ke recorded thatThere are remains of ruins of three
settlements a few miles distant from south of Ruwanduz far inaRaBestora, and Kurous, the foundation of buildings built with big
stones is visibfé Al-Amin, 1952, p.69.
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In the 1970s, Rainer M. Boehmer recorded other uncovered stone statues, some potsherds and jars. In adc
recorded details of architectural remains, fortifications at the Kala-Mdjeser and Ashkene (FigB&einer
also recorded two column bases found in the Kala-Mdjeser. Boehmer dated most of these arctetecinsl
and even a groug of collected ceramics from Ashkene and Mdjeser to the Iron Agicadlyeto the g7
century or earlief? also, he considered one of the columns as Urartian (90-93cm in diameter), and the other
which had a bell shaped base, as Achaemenid (Fig. 6'BBoehmer compared the uncovered Urartian columr
of Mdjeser with the columns of the temple of Cavustepe.'®After the 1970s, for more than three decades, this are
became a battlefield of the lIragi-lranian armies, then Turkish/Iranian armies against Kurdish fight
Consequently, this area remained virtually closed to archaeological activities.

Since 2005, as a local archaeologist, | have started a fieldwork project in that area. Thenndfatihss field
work was to survey and record the Late Bronze Age, and the Iron Age sites and objects (also objects now it
museums and collections), which were uncovered accidently in that area during the military unrest. The r
of this field work until now is a record and study of seven human-size stone statues, several jars gnd p
fragments, a stamp seal impression on a big jar, and a small bronze statue of a wild goat bearingian.ithscri|
have also recorded and studied 17 Urartian column bases which have been reused by the localnvillac
Mdjeser during the last 40 years. In addition, | have recorded several archaeological sites andl/identifie
identified some ancient toponyrs.

The uncovered columns of Mdjeser: The uncovered column bases were reused by the villagers as colul
bases, or stairs, or as a seat in front of or inside the courtyard of their houses (Fig.1 A-BMeda)nd some

of them in ruins of the destroyed houd®sr in the vineyards of the village. Most of the columns are made fror

green basalt, and some of them are made from sandstone, limestone, and marble (Fig.2-3).
N 4::,%"/”;_‘

Fig. 1: A: Some column bases reusedin
g the courtyard of the Bradostian chieftain
| in Mdjeser. (Photo by author).

Fig. 1: B: Two column bases reused by the
people of Mdjeser as stairsin front of their
house. (Photo by author).

6 Boehmer, 1993-1997, p.446ff.
"Boehmer, 1993-1997, p.447, fig.4.
8Boehmer, 1993-1997, p.447, Abb.3.

¥This fieldwork, which was conducted during 20P8t2was facilitated by the Directorate of Antiquities of Soran and Slemani, Erbi
museums (I thank them very much for their support). Thidyssince 2011 became part of thelANZ= Cultural Interaction Between
Assyrian and the Northern Zagros” project ofmy doctoral research, in the Assyriology Department at Leiden University, wich

supervised by Prof. Dr. Wilfred van Soldt and Dr. Diederik Meijer.

The preliminary reports of this field work have been presentetidoputhor in July 2018s “New Archaeological Evidence from the
Land of Musasir,” at the 59th Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale in GhBalgium; and in November 2013, “Back to the land of
Musasir/Ardini-fieldwork 20052012 in the International Conference “Archaeological Research in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and
the Adjacent Areas, Athens, November 1st-3rd 2013, organiz€aimpridge and Athens universities.

%0 Mdjeser was one of more than 4000 villages destroyed durirgetiezide in 1987:988 Even now some families from the village
will not go back to rebuild their houses because of the current troutilgis border regian
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I Fig.2: Some of the uncovered column bases from the village of Mdjeser. (Photo by author) |

B

| Fig.3: Some of the uncovered column bases from the village of Mdjeser. (Photo by author) |

These columns are generally similar in size. The diameter of most of them between 56-66 two, dret

different. Of these the smaller one is 33 cm in diameter, and the larger one 95cm in diameter. Most ¢
columns are 32 or 33 cm high, but two are different. Of these, one is 50cm high, and the other is 61cm
These differences relate to the type of the stone, since the different columns are carved from othar dif
stone, marble or limestone. Unfortunately, there is no inscription, signs, or symbols on the columns. But ¢
incised with two horizontal lines around its diameter, and another has an incomplete horizontal line inc
parallel to the other lines (Fig.4).

e

s W LL Yk g SISO
Fig.4: B: Anincized column bage at Altintepe.
(After, Ozgii¢,1966 I, PL.-Leu. XXXI 1).

Fig,4: A: The incised column base from Mdjeser.
(Photo by author).
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Parallels and dating of the columns of Mdjeser:

These columns are comparable with others, as already mentioned. Most are made from basalt, sim
traditional Urartian column bases @sed in Urartian temples, such as the column bases at the Haldi temple
Altin-Tepe(See fig.5 Af! Similar columns come from Van (Fig.5 B)However, among all the 17 columns of
Mdjeser none is parallel to the one considered by Boehmer as an Achaemenid column basé-Mauljedéa
(Fig.6 B-C).

OIS

Fig. 5.B: A column base bear an inscription of
Ishpuini from Patnos, Van Museum. (After
Salvini, CTU Ill, A 2-10).

AP 5 e
R %\ﬁwv R e s
Fig 5.A: Column bases of the temple at Altintepe.
(After, Ozaitg. 1966, PL Leu. XIT ).

\ 0 Fig.6.B: An Urartian colummn base
R \ _';-\ ,"(_‘, from Kala-Mdjeser Kala-Mdjeser.
R v A 8 (After Boehmer 1993-1997, Abb 3).

Fig 6. A: The plan of Kala-Mdjeser (after Boehmer 1993-1997, Abb2). | Fig.6.C: Achaemenid column base from Kala-
i . Mdjeser. (After Boehmer 1993-1997, Abb4)

The incised column of Mdjeser is unique among its group. These lines are probably traces of what might
been metal bands around the column. From Altin-Tepe came an identical column base with incised hori:
lines around its diameter (Fig.2).

On the basis of the above mentioned parallels with the columns of the Urartian temples in Urartu, the colun
Mdjesermay be taken as contemporary with the Bainili/Urartu kingdom. It is a group of 17 columns of Urart
style from the 8 -8" century BC. The column bases of Mdjeser come from ruins of an Urartian temple, an
S0, this temple should bke long lost temple of Haldi of Musasir.

New aspects on the temple and city of Musasir/Ardini: Architecture of the Temple of Haldi and the city of
Musasir/Ardini in the Urartian and Assyrian records

The Templein the Urartian records

In the Urartian inscriptions the earliest known records came from the bilingual inscriptions on the stele of K
Shin (late ninth century BC). Ishpuini and his son and co-regent Minua mentioned that they built a templ
Haldi in Ardini/Musasir. We do not know for sure if that temple was the first temple of Haldi in Musasir or if the
temple already existed, who renovated or extended it, or if it is the first temple of Haldi in Musasir/Ardini. But in

0 zgiic, 1969 Altintepe |,PLXI; Ozgiic, 1969 Altintepe II, PLXXXI; Cilingiroglu, 2011, p.343.

“’The column bears an inscription of the Urartian king Ishpuinic§@arduri from Patnos (Van Museum): for further detaits §5U
ll, A 2-10.

20zgiic, 1966, Altintepe |, p.40; Cilingiroglu, 2011, p.343.
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the late second millennium BC Shalmanaeser called the city a hof? @ibjs means that the city even in the
second millennium BC was well known as a holy city, like in the first half of the first millenniunsBiCthere

is no direct known record of Haldi and its temple in the second millennium BC.

Very probably Haldi was wehipped in Musasir/Ardini even before he had been considered by the Urartians as
their national god in the early first millennium BECThe stele of Kel-e-Shin was erected by the Urartian kinc
I$puini(c. 825-810 BC ?) and his son and co-regent Minua(c. 815-810?, 810-785 BC?) after their victories
their building a temple for Haldi at Musasir/Ardini. According to the inscription, they offered many expensive
gifts, weapons and bronze vessels, and much silver, while sacrificing a large number of animals in front ¢
gates of the temple of Halfi.

The Urartian king Rusa | (ca. 735-713?/719-7B&) in the inscription on the stele of Topzawa says that he
built a temple for Haldi in Ardini/Musasir. He referred also to a festival which continued for 15 days to celebrate
his victory over the Assyrian auxiliaries, pushing them out from Musasir.”” We do not know for sure if he re-
built and renovated the temple that had been built by Ishpuini and Minua, or if he built a new temple for H
But the inscription of Kel-e-Shin clearly mentions Haldi as well as several other deities including the
(PUTU-§/ Siwini) and the weather go8I1-se/ Teiseba).?® The temple was called “god’s house™ by Rusa F°
“......[. the king]s my fathers (ancestors) of [.] / these [.]. Todlneof Musasir did not [bring] / [.] I during

one expedition ...I brought / [more than all the king]s. to the city of Musasir I came down, / [and the k]ing
[closed?] the gate of the god’s house / and fled to Assyria. Haldi, the lord [reopened its] gate, / [the religious
practice?] in the midst (of the temple) I performed. Against Urzana I [...] / [his? troo]ps Urzana pr[epared] to

the battle against me./ By order of Haldi I, Rusa, /w[ent to the moun]tain of Andarutu [arfdate](him). |
[took] Urzana with my hand / [and | overpowered him.] | [set] him to his (foyipesition for the (exercise of)
the kingship’

The gates of the temple were mentioned in the Urartian inscriptions. According to the inscription of Kel-e-S
the temple had more than one gate, and they sacrificed a large number of animals in front of the gates
temple of Haldf® The temple of Haldiits gate and its ‘courtyard’ are mentioned by Rusa I in his inscriptions on

the Topzawa, Merge-karvan and Movan steles. For example, on the inscription of Topzawa Rusa | say
Urzana closed the gate of the temple of Haldi, called ‘the gate of the house of the god’.31

Thetemple and thecity in the Assyrian records

The city of Arinu(i.e. later Ardini/Msasir)*? was described by the Assyrian king Shalmaneser | (1274-12)5 Bl
as a city founded on bedrackThe city Arinu, the holy city founded in bedrock....”*® Tiglath-pileser | (1114-
1076 BC)also refers that the city Arinu located ... az the foot of Mount Aisa.”**Also, Sargon 1l (721-705 BC) refers
to Urzana the ruler of Musasir/Ardini as “LU.Sad-da-a*u-0.” i.e. a ‘mountain dweller '3

**RIMAL, A. 0.77.1. 4748,

*Taffet and Yakar, 1998, pp. 13%2.

%% For further details see CTUII A 3-11; Benedict, 1961, p.337ff.

2’Al-Amin 1952, p.68.

8CTU A 3-11 20;also, the eighth campaign text of Sargon |l refadepiorting the statue ®agbartu (Bagmastu), the consort of Haldi
as well as the statue of Haldi to Assyria(TITL Sg. 385). For details about these deities Betrosyan, 2007, pp. 1889.

*Roaf 2012, p.193ine: 31°-48’

%Al-Amin 1952, p.66; Also see CTU I-1Il A 34.

¥ There are similar texts on the steles of Topzawa and Merge Kervan;xthis tecorded on the Movana stele, face Ill, Assyrian
version. For the details see: Roaf 2012, p.139.

%2The mentioned city Arinu in the Middle Assyrian inscriptions, consideset{. Radner as the same later Ardini city of the land of
Musasir. (see: Radner 2012, p.246).

¥RIMAI, A. 0.77.1. 4748.

¥RIMA 2: A.0.87.1 V77.
%5TCL 11l 310; Radner 2012, p.251.
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The third line of the inscription on the seal of Urzana refers to the city as “URU.U.NAGA' MUSEN"® “the city

of the raveny. This is interpreted by scholars in various ways. K. Radner says that the raven could béorelat
Haldi, according to her Mithra was another face of Haldi in the Roman period, and the ravenenaf the
symbols of Mithra. Also, sheupposed that there are underground temples of Mithra in the Bradost’tave
Others consider Raven as an Assyrian pun on the name of tf&Mitye simply when on the seal of Urzana the
city is called ‘the raven cityin my opinion it means that the houses of the city were built on a rocky mountair
slope, nesting there like ravens. Similarly, the western traveler Dickson in 1910 called similar houses i
villages of the Northern Zagros “swallows’ nest$. So the name ‘raven city may not have had anything to do
with Haldi and Mithra®® The author has seen most of the caves and surveyed some of them, and found nc
related to the Iron Age or Roman period, the periods when Haldi or Mithra were worshipped. | coratlude
Shalmaneser’s description of the holy city as founded in bedrock, Sargon’s calling Urzana a ‘mountain dweller’,

and Urzana’s description of his city as “the city of the ravefi,all point to the fact that the city was built on a
slope in a mountainous area. This is supported by the depiction of the city on the Khorsabad relief an

landscape of Musasir (see further below).

The temple and the city in Assyrian art: Although we have no iconographic record depicts the city or thi
temple in the Urartian art, on the other hand the city is depicted on an Assyi¢dirinr Sargon’s palace at
Khorsabad. That depiction shows the city and its temple being plundered during the eighth campaign of S
Ilin 714 BC (Fig.7 A).

The relief shows some details of the temple, its facade, and its tent shape roof, the platform on which the t
was built, the gate of the temple, and the two guardian statues standing on either side of the temple. Shielc
on the external wall and the roof of the temple. Other details of the walls probably show the columns o
external wall. A statue of a mammal with its baby which is suckling its m8tfiére cauldrons in the courtyard
of the temple were probably used for some rituals and ceremonies in the courtyard. (see Fig.7 B).

% Radner 2012, p. 247, note 34.

¥’Radner 2012, p. 253.

*8Collon 1987: 87, 405; Radner 2012:724

#*Most of the caves of Bradost have been surveyetkcavated and there is no mentigriinding or uncovering ‘underground temples
of Mithra’ or other gods by the archaeologists. For further details see: Sole&id®37-48; Safar 1950, pl18-123; Marf 2009
pp 586590, Marf, et al., 2011, pp0-34.

“%Also in the text of the eighth campaign Sargon Il refers to plundegmgral animal statugs...together with a bull of bronze, a cow
of bronze, a calf of bronze, | carried dffsee Lie, 1929: 11:160, p.24.) probably the caw and the calf statues arsatine which
depicted on the relief.
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The private houses The Temple of Haldi The tower/palace

) @ S
,f\;~}5 T = \ (\ A
il >
f f .S
[ b 7o~
ESSR-Nareys ¢
5 9 < { |
[ 7 ‘
g [ &
t ] [ | I A [ (\ I(¢ \ ‘u
e 3 | ] o, T Fl
|| ety LA
| : . & N o | &Y,
le - ( 7 7 b
— A I Wi | T/ | 77 | ‘ ,
| 4 i =)~ ) { } i b '/,, = \ :
{ 4 "’k o i ) 4 { ) | y ’ S / S i
3 ANA K ! 1 —
Fig7. A: The city, temple, anqpulace of Musasir depicted on the Khorsabad relief. Sack of Musasir in Fig.7. B: The temple of Haldi at Musasir. (Aftér Botta & Flandin 1972:
714 BC). (After Botta & Flandin 1972: PI.141, Room XlII, slab4). PI.141, Room XII, slab4).

The platform of the temple of Haldi in Musasir

Scholars disagree about whether or not to consider the platform as a feature of Urartian temple arthidecture
parallel to the platform depicted for the Haldi temple of Musasir has yet been found, and during excavations at
the Urartian temples no platforms have been uncovered, except for the Toprakkale temple, which was buil

platform on the bedrock

In my opinion it is the local topography that is the reason for building the temple of Haldi on a platformn
Musasir, so clearly depicted on the Assyrian relief of Khorsabad. The climate was probably another reason f
the platform. Flat areas in these valleys in the mountainous areas of the Northern Zagros werendoahzd, a
plains there were used for cultivation. Probably in the past for the same reason the private houses of the ¢

the temple of Haldi would have been built on the mountain slope.

The temple was a big building compared to the small private houses. So when they had to build the Haldi t
in Musasir, they had first to make a platform against the slope, as a base. This platform gave the building
distinctive contour among the other buildings of the city. The temple would also have been protected by
platform from the heavy rain and snow, which blocked the gates and outside doors of the houses wheth it re

more than a metre hidh.

The tent shaperoof of thetemple of Haldi
The temple of Haldi which was located in the centre of the city is depicted as square shaped witto&*tent
Boehmer says that the temple of Haldi ingdykir had a special shape unlike a typical Urartian Tower Temple,*

“IFor details about this debate see: Cilingiroglu, 2012, pp38@1-

“2 Cilingiroglu, 2012, pp. 30B802.

“3Because of much snow which usually melts in late spring. Thi®leg@shing away of small objects from the archaeological sites. Ir
my opinion this carbe as an answer for the question of some scholars who wonderedydhere were so few potsherds on the
archaeological sites of that area.

“ Boehmer, 1993-1997, p.448..

> Boehmer, 1993-1997, p.448..
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if the depiction of the relief was true and the temple had a tent shaped roof, although may future archaeol
excavation could prove this or maybe ffoNo other temple except that ofaldi in Musasir and no roofs of
Urartian temples have been depicted on reliefs or other iconography, and the information obtained
archaeological excavations about the roofs or roof coverings of Urartian temples is limited. Some scholars
assumed that the roof of the Ayanis temple and other Urartian temples generally were pyfamidée only
depicted evidence is theof of the temple Haldi in Musasir.

Although the relief shows the temple with a very clear tent shaped roof, we cannot be sure. If the teot wa
shaped, two reasons suggested below may be the explanation.

1. The tent shaped roof of the temple may have originated from the tents of the semi-nomadic peoples
pre-Musasirians oearly Musasirians.48 It might be that this temple existed even before the Urartial
considered Haldi as their national god. There is evidence from the late second millennium that the ci
Ardini/Musasir was considered as a holy city before the Urartian kingdom was estabffSBed.until
now we have no record about the temple existing before the ninth century BC. The only eadkgdrec
evidence came from the inscriptions of the Meher Kapisi and Kel-e-Shin steles from Ishpuini and his
Minua. | hesitantly assume that e land of Musasir before the 9™ century BC, and even during the
political structure of Musasir (i.e. during 9-7 centuries BC), some inhabitants or what could call pre
Musasirians were probably semi-nomads and only a minority were sedentary in cities.

“éAlthough, there is no mention of destructing of the temple in the Assgrid Urartian records, but in reality it will be not easy to
depict the shape of the roof of the temple via excavation.

4 Cilingiroglu, 2012, p305.

“8Although there is no direct evidence yet from material or immaterialreultat the people of the land of Musvlusasir were semi-
nomads, or some of them were pastorals, but if we look at the Urartialisapdan inscriptions we can find what probably indirect
referring to existing semi-nomadic pastorals in the land ofriMMusasir , for examples; the text of the stele of Kel-e-Shin refers to
large number of animals which had beéenught by the Urartian king ISpuini to ‘sacrificed or dedicated to the temple of Haldi at
Musasir /Ardini, the dedicated animals includés. 1,112 cattle, 9,020 goats(?) (and) sheep as an offering 12,480 large goats(?) for
(the?) dedication” (Benedict, 1961, lines 185, pp.382383). On the other hand Sargon plundered dozens of thousandsraisani
from the land oMusasir to Assyria which were included “692 mules and asses, 920 oxen, 100225 Sfssp Lie, 1929, 154-155).
This huge number of animals only can owing by pastorals or-semads not by inhabitants of villages or cites. Also, it has beer
suggested that part of the people (around) of Hasanlu were lived intt@stsemi-nomadic pastorals.(Dyst©889,p.110).

“RIMAI, A. 0.77.1.47-48.
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The only material which might support this assumption is the human-size statues discovered in Md
and the surrounding area. Some of these funerary statues have been paralleled by the author to the
of Hakkari which date back to the Late Bronze Age - Iron Atfelh. my opinion, the tent shape may

have come from the shape of the main tent of the chieftain of thensamilic people of Musasir. This

Is not surprising if we look at the same area nowadays, where we can see that the majorityagi¢he
are still from semi-nomadic tribes. They are living in the villages or settlements during the autumn
winter. They build for their animals a type of stable with tent shaped roof. Some of them do not e
have villages, but come down to the western foot of Bradost range where the Upper Zab fleviseyHer

spend the autumn and winter in shelters, with bases and walls made from stones. The tent shaped
made from reeds and wooden spars overlaid with leaves. Sometimes a plastic cover gives addi

protection from the rain. (Fig.8. A-B).

Those semi-nomads move every year in April to the high mountains with their animals (sheep, g
horses, donkeys, dogs, chickens etc). They camp there and erect their black tents, staying until the

autumn>*

Probably the roof of the temple was tent shaped because of the weather and heavy snowiimthigte
mountainous areX.At most times of the year it is cold, and in autumn, winter and early spring there :
regular falls of snow. Sometimes the snow is more than a metréXeep.

This may have been to avoid the snow piling on the bloé tent shape allows the snow to slip away
from the roofs. If the roof was flat, such a big roof on walls forming a large square would soon colle
under the weight of snow. Too many cubic metres of snow on a flat roof would be disastrous. Or
other hand, today most of the houses in the villages in the Zagros are built with flat roofs that keep a
villagers very busy when the snow starts. | remember, when | was a child, when the sremhirstart
winter most of the men and women of the village were removing the snow from the roofs with a spe

tool, locally called a de-mal, ‘snow-remover.” Sometimes inhabitants of a house were killed because of

*Details will be in forthcoming article of the author “Funeral statues/steles from the land of Musasir and its surrounding areas (From

field work 2005-2012y

*1Some even sheltered in the Shanidar Cave. | have seen some ofthiiss fvhen | visited the cave a few years ago. But in 2007
these families were paid to leave the cave forever, to make the cave a toucisbttra

%2As mentioned aboval-Qalgashandi recorded a local story that the reason for erecting thengtglescaution people about the cold

and snow of summer in that area. As in the past, so also now esarythe modern villagers of that area are cautious about th

problems of heavy snow storms, which block the roads betveewniltages and the surrounding towns in the valleys and plains. A

mentioned above, the heavy snow in ancient, medieval and moderretipiams that it was snow and the topography that influencec

the architectural style of buildings in that area.

3As it was in the pasthé ruler of Musasir Urzana sent a letter to Sargon II, saying that he could not bring or send his tribute of oxen

and sheep to Assyria because of the snbiw saysi‘snow has blocked the roads. (As) | am looking out now, mssible: | cannot
go empty-handed to the presence of the kinBfA 5 1l 146:740. In reality Urzana was right, although we do not know if Sargon Il
believed him him or not!
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roofs collapsing under snow. This happened particularly with traditional flat roofs made with woot
columns or spar beams overlaid with leaves and mud. Possibly it was one or botg ofdkess that

can explain the tent shaped roof of the temple of Haldi.

Fig. 8 B: A tent shape winter shelter

g S T e
Fig. 8 A: A mud brick house with flat roof in Sidekan. ~ of the Bradostian shepherds at the
The roof is built from reeds and wooden sparsoverlaid ~foot of the Bradost mounatian.
with leaves and mud. (Photo by author). (photo by author).

Musasir/Ardini without city walls

There is no doubt that the city of Musasir/Ardini depicted on very special details which is usually nat see
depicting other non-Assyrian cities on the Assyrian reliefs. So that here | discuss what we see it on trarelie
we do not for sure how much this does the relief showed the reality of the architecture of the dity an
structures. The relief suggests that city of Musasir had not been fortified with a main wall to surround all the
main districts of the city. The tower/palace and the temple have been built separately from the hgusege the
built together further away on a slope inside the main wall which is partly joined to the mdiftainprivate
houses of the city have been called by some scholars as fortress on a mountain or temple $tanatpyels

or as“a four-storied building” *° In reality this architectural block beyond the mount represents the priva
houses of the city, which were built on a slope on the bedrock like ravens’ nests, as described on the seal of
Urzana and the inscriptions of Shalmaneser | and Sargon Il mentioned dhevaudiences’ houses are
surrounded with the main wall which is joining in some of its parts with the mound; the wall has a triang
crenellations. Each houses depicted with a rectangular door, and three square windows, the roof of each
has square crenellations (Fig. 8: &.).

* Botta & Flandin 1972: P1.141, Room XlII, slab 4.
% Albenda 1986:91, abb.18, pl.133.
% Albenda 1986:91, abb.18, pl.133.
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Fig8.C: The private houses of the city of Musasir/Ardini which are depicted beyond a mound
and amain wall. Details of the relief of Khorsabad that shows the events of the cighth
campaign of Sargon IL(After Botta & Flandin 1972: P 141, Room XIIL slab 4)

If we look at the reli€of Khorsabad which shows the main parts of the city of Musasir and its architectural plan,

it appears completely different from the other cities depicted on Assyrian reliefs, such as Arbail, Hal
Panziash and KiSessim in the midst or at the foothills of the Northern Zagros ranges. (See as an example Fi
A-C).

Concerning the tower/palace on the right side, the building appears on two levels. It is called by Albends
structure with “three-storied building.”’ In my opinion this building it has only two stories. The ground floor ha:
a rectangular door, and the first floor has two rectangular doors, the sides of the top roofs of the ground ar
floor attached with square crenellatidifig.9.D). The on the top level of the first floor half-height wall attached,
which is in reality represents triangular crenellation and it was used by the elite, who are &dkiegight,
they wearing animal skin cloaR&the same style of costume of the peoples of the Zagros. Such dress was v
by the Lulubians who fought against Naramsin in th8 @&tury BC, and by the Musasirians, the Manneans,

and the Medeians during the Iron Age, as can clearly be noticed on the Assyrian reliefs which shawrdeleg:
from the Zagros wearing leopard skin clodkdvloreover, among the well recorded details of some of th
Assyrian campaigns during the reign of Sargon Il, when the Assyrians attacked someitedsiog the Zagros
and fortifications in Mannea and Media and elsewfA®fithe depicted local fighters resisting the Assyrian army
were wearing sheep fur or leopard skin clodks.

" Albenda 1986:91, abb.18, pl.133.

%8 Albenda 1986:91, abb.18, pl.133.

*Albenda 1986: P1.33 (Room 10, slabs 13-14); P1.34 (Roomldlfs &5).

®®Albenda 1986: 68-69, PI.29, Room 10, slab 6; P1.30, Room 108slab

®1See Albenda 1986: PI.125; 13Reade,197%. 78, note 59; Wafler, 1975, pp.266-288. Also the several Manneasrseadalcolm,
1985: 549:Fig.13. (See: Fig. 3;@otta & Flandin 1972: P1.68, Room Il, n0.22;P.129, Room X7 nél.150, Room X, no.8).

Also the warriors of the Mannean city Panzashi wear fur cloattg B Flandin 1972: P1.145, Room XIV, 1-2; Albenda 1986: 112,
PI.136, Room 14, slab 2. The campaign against Kisheshlu. @db2886:111, P1.137, Room 14, slabs 10-11; Pl.146, Roo XI

no.10-1.
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A. Arbail e i T y i S
T ELE ; B. Kisessim \ X

A. After Livingstone, 1989,
Fig.6, p.11

B. After Albenda 1986:
PI.126, Room 2, slab 22.

C. After Albenda 1986: PI. 136.

& C.Pazza§i s

. = o " . . - ” — Fig.9.D: The tower/palace of the city of Musasir/Ardini that depicted on the
Fig. 9. The Northern Zagros cities which were depicted on the Assyrian reliefs. The districts of réief o Khorsabad, whichshows the evests oF the éizhth campaign of

each city are inside the main walls of it. Sargon IL(After Botta & Flandin 1972: PL 141, Room XIIL slab 4).
These cities depicted on the Assyrian reliefs are surrounded with city walls. All the buildings (palaces, tem
private houses) are located inside the main walls of the city. This was sana¥teriand of Musasir, for the
‘fortress of Zapparia’ is mentioned in the annals of Shalmaneser Il (858-824 B&) But the relief suggests that
the city of Musasir probably was different. What we see on the relief thtlusasir no wall surrounded all the
buildings in the different parts of the city (the palace/tower, the temple and the private AbBye)ntrast, the
temple and the palace/castle are built separately from the private houses. Simply, the relief shows thit in tt
there were three nhaseparate ‘districts’: the tower/palace of Urzana on the right side, the temple in the centre,
and the houses of the audience on the left side, beyond the mount built on the slope inside the main wall.
city of Musasir was located in the area of Mjeser and Sidekan, very probably the temple and the palace/tower
were located at Mdjeser, and the private houses located at Shkene-Sidekan ca. 2km to the north-east. Thi
explain the scene on the relief of Khorsabad, depicting a mount separating the the audience recepban are
the temple and the palace/tower. This makes it a reliable representation of a famous city like Musasir/Ardini in

this narrow valley. Very probably the city was built along the valley from Sidekan to Mdjeske bank of the
Topzawa River. The river flows down from Topzawa-Sidekan-Mdjeser, and then as far as the Diyana/Ruwe
valley. From a distance these villages/towns look like blocks. The same building tradition persists ®irhous
some of the villages in the mountainous area of the Northern Zagros. One example is Rust, a village s
miles to the SE of Mdjeser, and others are Hawraman-i-Tekht in Hawraman, Akre to the west of the Upper
and the village of Berzéwa in the Handren (ancient Andaruttu)°pésts. 10 A-C).

Like the private houses of ancient Musasir, the houses of these modern villages are built on mountain slopes, one

over the other. All the houses together from far appear to be multistory flats. These houses have no cou
but use the roof of the neighbour below instead. The windows and the doors of the houses are usually loce
the frontal facade of the house.

Bertram Dickson described the modern villages of the Zagros and this type of house, arsi®h&Asagne
might expect in a mountainous country, the scenery is sometimes superb, - snow-capped suhjatiged
rocky crags with deep gorges and canyons below, while, on the Persian frontier rangfes Ifiamian part of

®2Grayson 1996, A.0.102.14 Il. 178-179.

®3Also we should keep in mind that the case of depicting the citywfisir /Ardini on the Khorsabad relief is somehow different from
the depicting other cities in the Zagros, especially the core of the reliefefdon plundering the temple of Haldi, as well as the text of
the eighth campaign focus on that. So that, miighincovering the city in future excavation will give the right answahe question
whether the city had main wall(s) or not.

® The MountainAndaruta separated Musasir from Hiptunu town. The Andaruta mountain is identified by author with Handerén
Mountain. Further details will be ithe forthcoming article of the author: “Re-Identifying the Hiptunu town and Andaruttu Mountain.”
®Dickson,1910,p.369.
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the Northern Zagros), forest belts intervene between the snows and the canyons; the villages, r
picturesquely like swallows' nests against the hillsides, with their narrow terraces aiftimnititheir vineyards
and fruit trees, and the ever-present poplar grove to supply timber for house-building, bndgegra other
need” In ancient Myasir, as in the villages of the modern Zagros, the houses of the city are built on a moun
slope (Fig. 8 A-C). It could be for security reasons. Other reasons would be the limited land for cultivatio
these mountainous areas to be found in the narrow, deep valleys. It also protects the houses from floods
spring, when there are storms and the snow of the mountains melts, causing unexpectedly big floods
valleys.

The houses ||
of the city

The wall
of the city
A. Thehous

C. The houses of the village of Berzéwa (Photo by author).

Fig.10. A-C: Houses built on slope mountainin the Northern Zagros.

Thelocation of the Temple of Haldi and the city of Musasir/Ardini

The stles were erected on the main trade route through the passes from Musasir (modern Sidekan/Bradost) to

the Urmia basin or to the Urartian capftalThe inscriptions of both the Topzawa and the Kel-e-Shin stele
mention ceremonies and the offering of sacrifices at the temple of Haldi in the city of Ardini, which proves
the city and the temple were located in the district of modern Sidekan/Bradost on the east bank of Tok
tributary. These steles were erected on the famous trade route, which can be called an Urartiamwl rérgathroa
Urartu to the temple of Haldi &tlusasir/Ardini. It has been suggested by scholars that probably the coronation

of new Urartian king was conducted at the temple of Haldi in AfdiBiome of the Urartian kings devoted big
bronze statues of themselves in the temple of Haldi in Musasir. A bronze statue of Argishti with its plinth was
looted from Musasir by Sargon II during his eighth campaign in 714 BC.%®

On the basis of the above-mentioned evidence, and the uncovered columns in Mdjeser, | can propose t
location of the long-lost legead; temple of Haldi in Musasir/Ardini can be identified in the modern village of
Mdjeser, in the district of Sidekan/Bradost in the Northern Zagros in Iragi-Kurdistan (Fig. 11).

®salvini, 19931997 p.445.
®"Roaf, 2012, pp.200f, note.43.
8Fuch, A., 2012, p.136.
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More precisely, what may be the remains of the temple of Haldl is located in a triangle, less than 2 square
area, somewhere beneath the house of the Bradostian chieftain, the Bradostian castle, or beneath the sto
cairn and the soil of a hill which separates the house of the chieftain to the south by a spring and the orc
There also most of the column bases were uncovered. (Fig.12

In addition, the Kala-Mdjeser, which was well recorded by R. Boehmer, located a few kilomedsesraa
hilly place to the south-east of the village needs to be considered. In my opinion very probably the private h
of the city were located in Sidekan in the area of Shkene and its surrounding areas. (Fig.13

| Fig. 13: The village of Sidekan, the main hill/tell in the centre of the village. (Photo by author).

Conclusions

The columns which were uncovered in the village of Mdjeser are contemporary with the Bainili/Urartu kingd
more precisely to the™7" century BC. They are surely identical to the uncovered columns of the Urarti

temples at Altin-Tepe, and other sites.

On the basis of these uncovered columns in Mdjeser, and other published evidence which came froe the
area by the other scholars, | can confirm that an Urartian temple or perhaps more precisely the templefof H,

Musasir/Ardini was located in the area of the modern village of Mdjeser.

The temple of Haldi at Musasir/Ardini, which is depicted on the Khorsabad relief had a tent shaped roof, which
might make it unigue among other known Urartian temples. This shape may be related to the beginning
temple as a temple of the chief god. Alternatively, choositgt shape for a big building with a ‘main large

hall” was to protect the roof from the heavy snows of winter. In that case the tent shape was the best chc
protect the main hall of the temple from the deep snow during the cold seasons of year. The tent shape d
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retain snow as a flat roof would. If the roof was flat then after a heavy snowfall snow would havertwbed
manually. This is what modern Kurdish villagers do using a befrsnaw-remover’ on their flat roofs.

The reason for building the high platform on which the temple of Haldi had been built could have been to cc
the slope of this mountainous site. In addition, the platform protected the temple from flood and heavy s
There might also have been ritual reasons for this platform, especially when the temple became crowde
Urartian kings and rulers of the kingdom and their followers during ceremonies or the coronati@mtiahU
kings in this temple.

The temple had a main gate which was depicted on the Khorsabad relief. This gate was guarded by two lif
standing statues. This main gate was mentioned by Rusa | on the stele of Topzawa. He says that it was clc
Urzana of Musasir. Probably the temple had more than one gate, before Rusa I, the Urartian kings Ishpuini

his son Minua mentioned sacrifices being offered in front of the gates of the temple of Haldi at Musasir/Ardini.

The relief of Khorsabad from the palace of Sargon II depicted plundering of the city of Musasir/Ardini during

the eighth campaign of Sargon in 7B&. The relief shows the city of Musasir, which included three main
separate ‘districts’: the set of audience houses, the palace/tower, and the temple in between. The houses of
audience were built beyond on a mountain slope, sometimes called temple storage areas. But in this f
suggested, from evidence in the texts and similar styles of modern village buildings in the same mounta
areas, that these are not flats or a storage area but they are the houses of the city built on a mountain slope
end | would like to say that any archaeologist whatse look for the city of Musasir will never discover it in

a traditional archaeological tell, like most of the Near Eastern cities and towns because, as méduiea)¢dea
city was built on a slope mountain, very probably it is remains located on the east bank of the Topzawa
along the Mdjeser-Sidekan villages.
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