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Research Summary 

 

Dealing with the issue of youth political participation in Iraqi 
Kurdistan Region, this research starts, like any academic research, 
by identifying the problem under consideration; that is discovering 
the participation level of Kurdistan Region's youth in the political 
life and the extent of subjective and objective circumstances 
affecting such participation. After setting the plan of the research, 
putting the theoretical and practical frame for it, clarifying the 
importance of the issue, its objectives, dimensions, and levels; it 
was inevitable to investigate the theoretical, historical, epistemic, 
behavioral, and institutional roots of the concept of political 
participation, and to approach some similar concepts, as well as 
choosing the methodology appropriate for the issue. 3 academic 
methodologies have been chosen: the behavioral, the comparative, 
and the content-analysis. All that has been dealt with within the 5 
theoretical sections of the research. Preparation for the sixth and 
the last section of the research has been made, which includes the 
field work. This started by identifying the research's population, 
choosing the appropriate sample, preparing an adequate 
questionnaire form including 45 open and closed questions, and 
preparing special tables in which the data is to be discharged for 
later processing and analysis. Despite the large quantity of the 
research's population, which includes all Kurdistan Region's youth 
from 13 to 30 years old, and the large number of the samples, 
which includes 1200 ones, as well as the many field difficulties 
facing the researcher on accomplishing such field research; by 
virtue of the support I had from many friends and institutions the 
field work has been accomplished successfully, using the method 
of the relative-random-class sample that suits the population of the 
research more than other methods. 1117 questionnaires have been 
filled with correct information, as the other forms have been set 
aside, amounting 83 forms, either because of the high number of 
mistakes or because of mistrusting the credibility of the 
information. After discharging the data in special tables, and 
processing and analyzing them, many outcomes have been 
approached. One of these outcomes is that the level of youth 
political participation in Kurdistan Region is characterized by being 
relatively high and settled, and no signs of decrease or weakness 
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have been recorded in this concern. Factors affecting such high and 
settled level of participation were family and political organizations 
(coming at the first position), and the dynamic political life that is 
full of enthusiastic political activities, such as participating in the 
public elections and the constitution referendum (coming at the 
second position). As well, the outcomes of the research have shown 
a strong relation between the high level of youth participation and 
their academic education. Also it became clear that students were 
the most politically active youth group, while youth descending 
from working and self-employed classes as well as those with 
medium income are representing the majority of the politically 
active youth. In addition, the outcomes of the research have 
included epistemic, psychological, and social aspects that link 
between the youth group and the level of their participation in the 
political life. At the end of the research, the most important 
conclusions and few recommendations have been made that will be 
in advantage of the youth, society, and all authorities.  

It’s been emphasized in the recommendations—and based on 
the most important conclusions of the research—to activate 
democratic institutions in the Kurdistan Region, on top of them the 
Kurdistan Regional Parliament, to give the youths more 
opportunity to act and provide them with Parliament seats. Thus the 
political parties should be more receptive towards youths and the 
ways ahead of their capacities should be paved so that they will be 
able to play senior and effective roles in the reform process of the 
region. 

It’s also been emphasized on supporting the civic society 
organizations, those working in the fields of youth issues, human 
developing programs, and the improvement of youth abilities. 

It has been emphasized to work on making the political 
meetings more persuasive and interesting, and this can be achieved 
by transparency and through the language of numbers, as well as to 
work on activating the purposed political dialogue, especially in the 
universities.  

It’s been recommended for the political leaders in Kurdistan to 
directly participate in the political gatherings with different groups 
of youths, especially university youths. Also it is recommended 
that journalism, in general, should play its role to offer various and 
interesting political items to youths. 

There are also other recommendations that aim at reviving the 
political reality for youths in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region.  
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