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‘Who is a famous English footballer?’ 

  

Ask people this question and they usually answer, ‘David Beckham!’ People 

in every country know his name. Manchester United's Number 7, the captain 

of England, and now Real Madrid' Number 23. David Beckham is always in 

the newspapers and on television. 

The stories aren't only about football. In Britain there is a new story every 

day about his family, his advertisements, his money, his cars or his hair. 

Many people love him; some people don't. But David Beckham is a very 

famous footballer. 

 

Good Days and Bad Days 

 

It is October 2001. England is playing Greece in the World Cup. The England 

fans are very quiet. They are unhappy because Greece is winning. The score 

is Greece 2 - England 1. 

Suddenly the referee stops the game. England have a kick. The Greek players 

stand in front of their goal. A tall young England player takes the kick. The 

ball goes up and to the right. Then it goes down and to the left - and the ball 

is in the goal. The score is England 2 - Greece 2. 

England are going to the World Cup finals! The England fans are very happy. 

Now they are shouting for that young player, David Beckham. Every 

newspaper has the same story: 'David Beckham does it again!" It is a very 

good day for him. 

 

 

 *World Cup: Every four years many countries play in this football competition. 
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But David Beckham remembers a day in 1998. He is twenty-three years old. 

He is in France and the game is against Argentina. Again, he is playing for 

England in the World Cup. But that day is going to be a very bad day for him. 

 

An Argentinian player suddenly runs into him and he falls down. The 

Argentinian, Simeone, stands near him. He is smiling. David is young and he 

is angry. He kicks Simeone lightly with his right foot. 

 

The referee comes quickly. He has a red card in his hand. It is the end of the 

game for David Beckham. Now England only have ten players. The ten men 

play well, but Argentina win.  

 

That was David's first red card, but the newspapers all had the same story: 

England can't win the World Cup now, because David Beckham is an angry 

little boy.' It was a very unhappy day for David. He doesn't like remembering 

it. 

 

But it was an important day too. Now he knows, An angry player is not a 

clever player. These days David plays well and he doesn't often get angry. 
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The Schoolboy Footballer 

 

 

On 2 May 1975, David Beckham came into the world in Leytonstone, in 

London. His father and mother, Ted and Sandra Beckham, were big football 

fans. Every Christmas little David had a new football and a new football shirt 

from his father. It was always a Manchester United shirt. The family lived in 

London, but his father was a very big fan of the reds'. 

 

David wasn't very good at school. Schoolwork wasn't interesting or important 

to him. But he liked playing football. 

 

He played with a ball every weekend and every evening after school, usually 

with friends or with his father. His father played football too and he was a 

good teacher. 

 

David was small and thin then, but his legs were strong. He liked running 

very quickly with the ball at his feet. He did long kicks and short kicks, again 

and again, every day. 

 

In 1986 he was eleven years old and he was a good little footballer. 
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One day there was an advertisement on television for a competition. It was a 

football competition for schoolboys at the Bobby Charlton Football School. 

'Can I try the competition?' David asked his father. 

 

'You're very young.' his father said. "The boys in this competition are usually 

big and strong, and fifteen or sixteen years old. But you can try. Why not?" 

 

 

His father went with David to the football school. The people there smiled 

because David was small and thin. But then they started the competition - 

long kicks, short kicks, running with the ball. And David won. Then those 

people asked, 'Who is that boy? 

 

'His name's David Beckham,’ David's father smiled. And one day he's going 

to play football for Manchester United and England. 
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The Red Shirt with the Number Seven 

 

 

David played at school. He also played football for Chingford and Essex, 

places near his home. At thirteen he went to a football school for boys at 

Manchester United. He went every summer holiday.  

 

At sixteen he stopped going to school and three months later, in July 1991, a 

man from Manchester United came to Ted Beckham's house.   

'Your son is a good young player. We'd like him for Manchester United,' he 

said. 

 

At sixteen years old, David was a boy player for Manchester United. In 1992 

the boys won an important competition, and in September that year David 

played his first game for Manchester United against Brighton. He was 

seventeen. 

 

In the early years with Manchester United, David was young and he was 

sometimes angry. But after the red card in the game against Argentina, he 

stopped getting angry. Today newspapers and fans sometimes say bad things 

about him or about Victoria and his children. Then he gets angry. But not 

often in a game.  
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In September 1996, David played for England for the first time. After that he 

played for his country many times and in November 2000, in a friendly game 

against Italy, he was the new captain. 

 

He played well for Manchester United too, and in 1999 they won three big 

competitions. The first two were English football competitions. Then they 

beat Bayern Munich and won the European Cup. It was very good year for 

'the reds' 

 

"Posh and Becks" 

 

 

The year 1999 was very happy for David too. That year he married Victoria. 

In 1996 and 1997, the number one girl singers in Britain were the "Spice 

Girls”. There were five of them. They sang and they danced. They were 

famous in many countries. 

One day some Manchester United players watched the Spice Girls on 

television. 

 

One of them said. "There's the girl for you, David. The girl with the yellow 

hair." "No, he said. "The dark girl with the long legs, that's the girl for me. 

 

And he was right. Her name was Victoria Addams, or "Posh Spice'. At about 

the same time, one of the Spice Girls had some cards with photos of 

footballers on them. She and Victoria looked at the cards. 
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"Who do you like?" she asked. Victoria looked at the pictures again. 

 

"This man,' she said. 'I like this man." Her friends remembered. It was a 

photo of David Beckham. One day Victoria went to a Manchester United 

game in London and there was David Beckham. Later they talked, but David 

didn't say much to her. He wanted to be her friend, but she was very famous. 

He wasn't. 

 

He was only a footballer. A month later they talked again after a game in 

Manchester, and then he telephoned her. 

 

After that they were good friends  - and after months they were in love. 

But there was a problem. They often went away for their work. David played 

football and the Spice Girls sang in many countries of the world. 

 

One day Victoria said, 'I'm sorry but we're going to be away from Britain for 

a year. We're going to visit thirty countries. It wasn't a happy time for them. 

David telephoned Victoria every day, sometimes five or six times. 

 

In July 1999 he married her. It was the big story in the newspapers: 'Football 

star marries singing star'. After that Posh and Becks' were always in the 

newspapers. 
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The World Cup 2002: Bekkamu! Bekkamu! 

 

In 2002 the final games of the World Cup were in Japan and Korea. England 

won their early games with no problems. 

The England players arrived in Tokyo before the final games and went to 

their hotel in a bus. There were a lot of England fans in the streets. They were 

Japanese people. 

 

'Look, David said to his friend. 'We've got a lot of fans in Japan. I didn't 

know. 

'Not us, his friend smiled. 'It's you. Look at the number seven on their shirts. 

And listen. 

"The people in the streets shouted, 'Bekkamu! Bekkamu!" 

 

‘What are they saying?’ David asked  

‘It’s your name,’ his friend smiled. It’s your name in Japanese. 

For David the big day was 7 June 2002 England beat Argentina 1-0 a famous 

win. David scored the only goal. After that goal the newspapers never talked 

about the red card in 1998 again (or not very often!). 

 

The World Cup in 2002 was a very good and interesting competition. 

England didn’t win. Brazil beat Germany in the final game. But England 

played well. 
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A Family Man 

 

 

David loves children, all children. He gives a lot of time and money to ill 

children. He writes to them. Sometimes he and Victoria visit them. 

 

In March 1999 Victoria had Brooklyn, their first son. David was a father. 

Then in September 2002, Brooklyn had a little brother. His name is Romeo. 

At two years old Brooklyn had his first little red Manchester United shirt with 

his name on it. He can kick a football too. 

 

David and Victoria come from good, happy families. Their fathers and 

mothers always loved them. David and Victoria give their children the same 

love. 

 

"Posh and Becks' make a lot of money. They don't put all of it in the bank. 

They buy a lot of things, expensive things. David likes buying things for 

Victoria and his little boys. 
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He loves cars too. He has three Mercedes and two Ferraris. The Beckhams 

live in some very big houses. 

David's photo is always in the newspapers and on television. People see him 

in this coat, in those shoes, with that telephone, and then they want to have 

those things too. He makes a lot of money every year from advertisements. 

Victoria makes a lot of money too, from her music. But the big money comes 

from David now. 
 

 

Goodbye to the Reds 

 

 

The year 2003 was a very important year for David Beckham. First, 

Manchester United won a big competition. Then, in the summer, there was a 

new story in every newspaper: Real Madrid buys Beckham for £25,000,000'. 

After twelve years with Manchester United, David moved to Spain. His 

father was unhappy, but the move was good for David. Real Madrid and its 

players Zidane, Ronaldo, Roberto Carlos, Raúl, Figo - are famous in every 

country in the world. 

 

Now David has a new white shirt for Real Madrid. He has a new number, 23. 

But he is the same David Beckham. 

People like reading about him, his family, his houses, his hair. Children in 

many countries know his name. They play football in his shirt. They want to 

be famous. They want to be David Beckham.  
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Åîò†ï@‡�ŽîŠ†r�@ôÙŽïï@ôìíióè@óØ@èï@ôŽßbî;Š@‡îŠ†óà@ìíi@bàˆ@ììíióè@ô“Žîíä@ôØóîòŠ@@óØ@òŠbàˆI23H@ìíiL@@ãłói

àbéÙŽïi@‡ïÅîò†@Šóè@ìó÷äaŠbu@õóØóóN@@ @

îŒóy@ôÙ�Üó‚çb@óÜ@ìó÷@õòŠbiŠò†@ìíióè@òìóä‡åŽîí‚L@õóØóäa�Žï‚L@ðäbØòìíäb‚L@@†ìí‚bî@ñHÞîbn�I‰Ô“îð@N

óÜ@çła‡åà@ŠûŒóÜ@ÚŽî@młìa‡äbØó@æäaŒò†@õìbäL@ñŠbî@çóØò†@ì@�ŽîŠ†çóØò†@ŠóióÜ@ñóØóL@†oŽîìóäbîò@@ì@æi@Âäbiìbäói

óåji@‡ïÅîò†@ãbéÙŽïiN @
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Num. Vocabularies Parts of 

speech 

Pronunciation Meanings 

1 Famous / adj./   ÷ºóÐ Ša†ìbä@IÂäbiìbäóiH  

2 Captain /n./ µnqbØ ´qbØ 
3 Story /n./   ñŠün� Ûû�š 

4 Advertisement /n./ @oåá�ïnŽïÄ†ó÷
ŽïÄ†b÷Ioåà�îbnH  

ãþÙî;Š 

5 People /n./ ŽÞrïïq Hæi@‹mbîŒ@‘óØ@Ûóî@óÜI@ðÙ�Üó‚ 

6 Footballer /n./ HŠIó�ÜüjmíÐ Žðq@ðqüm@ðäa�îŠbî 
7 Greece /n./ ÷ïî‹  çbäüî@ðmb�Üì 
8 Suddenly /adv./ ðÝä†ó� H;‹qóÜI@ìbØbäóÜ 
9 World Cup /n./ tóØ@‡�ÝŽîì ðäbéïu@ðàbu 

10 Winning /n./ HÃIµåîì òìóä†‹i 
11 Score /n./ HŠIüÙ� ò‹¹@çbî@ãb−ó÷@HŽßb‚I  

12 Take the kick /exp./ ÚïØ@òŒ@Úîóm pbØò†@ŽðuójŽïu@óØóäa‡ŽïÜ 
13 Unhappy@ /adj./ ÷ðqbéäó  Šbjàó‚ 

14 Referee /n./ ñ‹ÑŽî;Š çaíî‰iìbä 
15 Fan@@

 

/n./ çbÐ @H‹
äóîýI@Šò‡äbè 

16 Shout@ /v./@ - /n./ pìb’ @çbî@ŠaìbèNpbØò†@Šaìbè @
 

17 Newspaper@
 

/n./ HŠIórîóqŒíïä óàbäˆû;Š 

18 Remember /v./ HŠIójáŽïº;Š òìóåmbè�i@  

19 Against /pre./ o�åŽï ó÷@
Ho�åîó ó÷I 

HŠójäaŠóiI@ˆ† 

20 Run into@@
 

/phr. V./ ínåï÷@çò;Š çb“ŽïØa†bïqü‚ 

21 Fall down /phr. V./@
 

çìa†@ŽßüÐ ñìòŒ@Šó�@ónŽîìóØò† 

22 Near@
 

/pre./ HŠIóïïä Úî�ä 
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23 Smile@@
 

/v./ ŽÞîb� pbØò†@óäó‚ò†ŠòŒ 

24 Angry@
 

/adj./ ñ‹
äb÷ ò;Šìím 

25 Lightly@
 

/adv./ ðÝnîý ðØí�ói 

26 Only@
 

/adv./ ðÝäìó÷ béäóm 

27 Card@
 

/n./ †ŠabØ pŠbØ 

28 Little@
 

/adj./   ŽÞnïÜ Ûìí›i@HóäýüÙ›iI  

29 Picture 

 

/n./ HŠIó›Ùïq óåŽîì 

30 Important@
 

/adj./ oåmüráï÷ Âä‹  

31 Come into the 

world  

/expr./ ‡�ÝŽîì@òŒ@ínåï÷@ãóØ òìbïäì†@ónŽî†@çbî@oŽïiò†@Úîa†@óÜ 

32 Shirt@ 
 

/n./ p‹Žï’ Hp‹Žï“ïmI@÷ŽîŠ†  

33 Good at@sth@@ /adj./ Âåï�àó�@pó÷@†í  @çìíj’bia‡ÙŽïn’@óÜ  

34 Schoolwork@
 

/n./ Û‹Žîí�ÜíÙ� óäb£bmíÔ@ñH”ï÷I@ÛŠó÷ 

35 Interesting@
 

/adj./ Âåïn�Žî�åï÷ •ü‚@ŠóÙ’üƒ�Ü†@çbî@H”‚ói‰ŽïšI  @

36 Strong@
 

/adj./@ Âäû�� �Žïèói 

37 Quickly@
 

/adv./ ðÝÙîíØ ðîa‹Žï‚ói 

38 Long 

 

/adj./ ÂäüÜ ‰ŽîŠ† 

39 Short /adj./ pŠü’ pŠíØ 
40 Feet 

 

/n./ oïïÐ çbØóïŽïq 

41 Again and again /adv./ æŽï ó÷@@‡äb÷@Hæîó ó÷I
NæŽï ó÷ 

HŠbu@ŠŽìŒI@òŠbiìì†@ì@òŠbiìì† 
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42 Competition 

 

/n./ æ“ïnïràüØ �Žïäaìó�Übq@HŽðØ;�“ŽïqI  

43 Schoolboy 

 

/n./ ñüj�ÜíÙ� ;ŠíØ@ðïibmíÔ 

44 Try@ 
 

/v./ ña‹m @ÚŽïn’@ñòìóä†‹ÙïÔbmça‡�Üìóè@çbî  

45 Start@
 

 

/v./ pŠabn� I@bmòŠó�ÚŽïrn�ò†H@@Žðq@o�ò†@çbî
pbØò† 

46 Also 

 

/adv./ ìó��Üü÷ bèòìŠóè 

47 Holiday 

 

/n./ ñò‡ï�Üüè ìí“q 

48 Son 

 

/n./ çó� ;ŠíØ 

49 Young@ 
 

/adj./ Âäóî wäó  

50 Sometimes 

 

/adv./ �ºbnàó� ÙŽî‡äóèŠbv  

51 About@ 
 

/pre./ pìbió÷ ñóÙî�ä@çbî@õòŠbiŠò† 

52 Friendly game@ 
 

/expr./ âîó @ðÜ‡åŽî‹Ð óäbn�û†@ðîŠbî 

53 Many times 

 

/phr./ �ºbm@�Žïà çaŠbuŠûŒ@@ŠûŒIŠbiH  

54 Country 

 

/n./ ñ�äóØ pb�Üì 

55 Beat 

 

/v./ oïïi ça‡ŽïÜ@çbî@òìóä†‹i 

56 Marry /v./ ñŠbà pbØò†@Žßó óÜ@ðî� Šó�ìbè 
57 Singer@ 

 

/n./ HŠIó
åï� ‰ŽïjïäaŠü  

58 Look at sth or sb@
 

/phr. V./ @Âåï�àó�@pó÷@ÛíÜ
ñ†üjàó�@;Šü÷ 

ÚŽï�óØ@çbî@ÚŽïn’@ðä†‹Ø‹îó� 

59 Want 

 

/v./ oäû H´�îìI@oŽîìóîò† 
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60 Later@ 
 

/adv. / HŠIónîóÜ ‹maì† 

61 Telephone 

 

/v.@ or n./ çìóÐóÝŽïm @üi@ðäüÐóÜóm@çbî@çüÐóÜómpbØò†  

62 Friend /n./ ‡åŽî‹Ð Žñ;Šìbè@
 

63 Be in love@
 

/ phr. / ÄóÜ@µ÷@ði çìíia‡ïn�îìó’ü‚óÜ 

64 Problem 

 

/n./ �Ýiû;‹qâ  ó“ŽïØ 

65 Go away@@
 

/phr. V./ 

 

õòìó÷@ìó  òìóåmìóØŠìì† 

66 Visit 

 

/v./ oî�ïÄ äa†Šó�ïç†‹Ù  

67 Star 

 

/n./ HŠIabn� @ôÙŽï�óØ@çbî@ò�n�ó÷@ì@ìímbéŽïÜ
a‡ÙŽîŠaíi@óÜ@òìb’ìòŠ† 

68 Always@ 
 

/adv./ �îòí�Üü÷ ó“ïàóè 

69 Early 

 

/adj./ ðÜ‹Žï÷ bmòŠó�@çbî@ììŒ 

70 Arrive 

 

/v./ Æîa;Šó÷ pb ò† 

71 Hotel 

 

/n./ ÞŽïmìóè ÞŽïmí÷ 

72 Bus 

 

/n./ ‘ói ‘bq 

73 Street 

 

/n./ oïî�� ãbÔó’ 

74 Japanese 

 

/n./ �ïïåqbu ðäbibî 

75 Know@ 
 

/v./ ìóä µ�bä@çbî@µäaŒ 

76 Name@ 
 

/n./ âîóä ìbä 

77 Never@ 
 

/adv./ óÅŽïä ï Šóè�  
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78 Talk@ /v./ Ûüm ç†‹Øó�Ô 
79 Often@ 

 

/adv./ H´Ðü÷I@æÐü÷ Šbu@õóåîŠûŒ 

80 Well@ 
 

/adv./ ŽÞŽîì ð’biói@ŠûŒ 

81 Love@ 
 

/v./ ÄóÜ ´�îí’ü‚ 

82 Children@
 

/n./ æîŠ‡�Ýïš çbØó�Üa‡åà 

83 Ill@
 

/adj./ ŽÞï÷ HŠbáïiI@•ü‚óä 

84 Too@
 

/adv./ ìím bèòìŠóè@çbî@ŠûŒ 

85 Family /n./ ðÝïàbÐ ça�Žï‚ 

86 Give /v./ Æï  ça‡Žïq 
87 Make money /phrase/ ðäóà@Úîóà ç†‹Øa‡îóqòŠbq 
88 Put /v./ píq çbäa† 
89 Bank /n./ Úäbi Úäbi 
90 Buy /v./ ñbi oŽî;‹Øò† 
91 Expensive /adj./ Æï�åŽïr�Ùï÷ bèójäa‹  
92 Some /det./ Hâ�I@ãó� ÚŽî‡äóè 
93 Have /v./ Äbè Hçìíj�Üa‡åàI@çìíióè 
94 Live /v./ ÆïÜ ñˆò† 
95 Photo /n./ ümìóÐ óåŽîì 
96 Coat /n./ pìóØ HpóØbšI@püØ 
97 Spain /n./ æîór� bïäbr�ï÷ 
98 France /n./ ÷äa‹Ð b�äò;ŠóÐ 
99 England /n./ ‡äþ
åï÷ aŠónÝ
åï÷ 
100 Brazil /n./ ‹iÞîŒ  ÞîŒa;Šói 
101 Argentina /n./ båïnäóub÷ µnäóuŠó÷ 
102 Move /v./ / n./ 

 

Äíà òìóån�aí @çbî@´’û;Š 
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103 Hair /n./ HŠIóîóè ‰Ô 
104 Quiet  /adj./ póîaíØ@ HæáŽïèI@Âäò‡Žïi 
105 Because   /conj./ ŒüÙïi@ HóÙäíšI@õòìó÷@ŠóióÜ 
106 Greek /n./  Úïî‹ @ ðäbäüî 
107 Goal  /n./  Žßìó @ wäbàb÷@çbî@Žßü  
108 Television  /n./  ç‰ïÄóÝŽïm@ çüî�ÄóÜóm 
109 Korea  /n./  bïî‹Ø@ bîŠüØ 
110 Japan  /n./  çbru@ çbibî 
111 Final  /adj./ ŽßóåîbÐ@ ðîbmüØ 
112 Germany  /n./  �à‹Žïu bïäbá�Üó÷ 
113 Same /adj./ âîó� çbàóè 
114 Christmas  /n./  ÷á�î‹Ø HŽßb�@ñŠó�I@÷á�î‹Ø 
115 question /n./  æ›�ŽîíØ Šbï�‹q 
 


