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‘Who is a famous English footballer?’

Ask people this question and they usually answer, ‘David Beckham!” People
in every country know his name. Manchester United's Number 7, the captain
of England, and now Real Madrid' Number 23. David Beckham is always in
the newspapers and on television.

The stories aren't only about football. In Britain there is a new story every
day about his family, his advertisements, his money, his cars or his hair.
Many people love him; some people don't. But David Beckham is a very
famous footballer.

Good Days and Bad Days

It is October 2001. England is playing Greece in the World Cup. The England
fans are very quiet. They are unhappy because Greece is winning. The score
is Greece 2 - England 1.

Suddenly the referee stops the game. England have a kick. The Greek players

stand in front of their goal. A tall young England player takes the kick. The
ball goes up and to the right. Then it goes down and to the left - and the ball
is in the goal. The score is England 2 - Greece 2.

England are going to the World Cup finals! The England fans are very happy.
Now they are shouting for that young player, David Beckham. Every
newspaper has the same story: 'David Beckham does it again!" It is a very

good day for him.

*World Cup: Every four years many countries play in this football competition.
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But David Beckham remembers a day in 1998. He is twenty-three years old.
He is in France and the game is against Argentina. Again, he is playing for

England in the World Cup. But that day is going to be a very bad day for him.

An Argentinian player suddenly runs into him and he falls down. The
Argentinian, Simeone, stands near him. He is smiling. David is young and he

is angry. He kicks Simeone lightly with his right foot.

The referee comes quickly. He has a red card in his hand. It is the end of the
game for David Beckham. Now England only have ten players. The ten men

play well, but Argentina win.

That was David's first red card, but the newspapers all had the same story:
England can't win the World Cup now, because David Beckham is an angry
little boy." It was a very unhappy day for David. He doesn't like remembering
it.

But it was an important day too. Now he knows, An angry player is not a

clever player. These days David plays well and he doesn't often get angry.
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The Schoolboy Footballer

On 2 May 1975, David Beckham came into the world in Leytonstone, in
London. His father and mother, Ted and Sandra Beckham, were big football
fans. Every Christmas little David had a new football and a new football shirt
from his father. It was always a Manchester United shirt. The family lived in

London, but his father was a very big fan of the reds'.

David wasn't very good at school. Schoolwork wasn't interesting or important

to him. But he liked playing football.

He played with a ball every weekend and every evening after school, usually
with friends or with his father. His father played football too and he was a

good teacher.

David was small and thin then, but his legs were strong. He liked running
very quickly with the ball at his feet. He did long kicks and short kicks, again

and again, every day.

In 1986 he was eleven years old and he was a good little footballer.
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One day there was an advertisement on television for a competition. It was a
football competition for schoolboys at the Bobby Charlton Football School.
'Can I try the competition?' David asked his father.

"You're very young.' his father said. "The boys in this competition are usually

big and strong, and fifteen or sixteen years old. But you can try. Why not?"

His father went with David to the football school. The people there smiled
because David was small and thin. But then they started the competition -

long kicks, short kicks, running with the ball. And David won. Then those
people asked, "Who is that boy?

'His name's David Beckham,” David's father smiled. And one day he's going

to play football for Manchester United and England.

10



OFble o i 2B OB LS B i (28 Seanlidl 5 LS i, o pnsda J dliyy,

" (e 185 (sylai) s ptedSy B SIS ity wlsien" tuyy (Sob 4 wlies g

Al 833l ok sail 5 ML 5 8296 HGsule Bl ol 6, S cuane 43 B 1Sy (S

oS olads cilSes TB a g Ve L Guen

alies Siga (S pLadenye) 6 (SISl (25 Glisd B ouse wlies JSU Sk
(258 S 10 (Sladd S il y ) (Sondis 4 98 Oliwes yilss g0 5L s deSo,L 5 gsa

MOLES 6,58 94 1o luyy SeSIA Lol gt wlien 5 OIS adda Tayh P G oS,

LGS 5 abiliss saiasle 3 ol 5919 [y o oles adios sub" 1Ty 5 S SO0 (Sobs

1]
CH LN

11



The Red Shirt with the Number Seven

David played at school. He also played football for Chingford and Essex,
places near his home. At thirteen he went to a football school for boys at

Manchester United. He went every summer holiday.

At sixteen he stopped going to school and three months later, in July 1991, a
man from Manchester United came to Ted Beckham's house.
"Your son is a good young player. We'd like him for Manchester United,' he

said.

At sixteen years old, David was a boy player for Manchester United. In 1992
the boys won an important competition, and in September that year David
played his first game for Manchester United against Brighton. He was

seventeen.

In the early years with Manchester United, David was young and he was
sometimes angry. But after the red card in the game against Argentina, he
stopped getting angry. Today newspapers and fans sometimes say bad things
about him or about Victoria and his children. Then he gets angry. But not

often in a game.

12
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In September 1996, David played for England for the first time. After that he
played for his country many times and in November 2000, in a friendly game

against Italy, he was the new captain.

He played well for Manchester United too, and in 1999 they won three big
competitions. The first two were English football competitions. Then they
beat Bayern Munich and won the European Cup. It was very good year for

'the reds'

"Posh and Becks"

The year 1999 was very happy for David too. That year he married Victoria.
In 1996 and 1997, the number one girl singers in Britain were the "Spice
Girls”. There were five of them. They sang and they danced. They were
famous in many countries.

One day some Manchester United players watched the Spice Girls on

television.

One of them said. "There's the girl for you, David. The girl with the yellow
hair." "No, he said. "The dark girl with the long legs, that's the girl for me.

And he was right. Her name was Victoria Addams, or "Posh Spice'. At about
the same time, one of the Spice Girls had some cards with photos of

footballers on them. She and Victoria looked at the cards.

14
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"Who do you like?" she asked. Victoria looked at the pictures again.

"This man,' she said. 'I like this man." Her friends remembered. It was a
photo of David Beckham. One day Victoria went to a Manchester United
game in London and there was David Beckham. Later they talked, but David
didn't say much to her. He wanted to be her friend, but she was very famous.

He wasn't.

He was only a footballer. A month later they talked again after a game in

Manchester, and then he telephoned her.

After that they were good friends - and after months they were in love.
But there was a problem. They often went away for their work. David played

football and the Spice Girls sang in many countries of the world.

One day Victoria said, 'I'm sorry but we're going to be away from Britain for
a year. We're going to visit thirty countries. It wasn't a happy time for them.

David telephoned Victoria every day, sometimes five or six times.
In July 1999 he married her. It was the big story in the newspapers: 'Football

star marries singing star'. After that Posh and Becks' were always in the

newspapers.
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The World Cup 2002: Bekkamu! Bekkamu!

In 2002 the final games of the World Cup were in Japan and Korea. England
won their early games with no problems.

The England players arrived in Tokyo before the final games and went to
their hotel in a bus. There were a lot of England fans in the streets. They were

Japanese people.

'Look, David said to his friend. "We've got a lot of fans in Japan. I didn't
know.

'Not us, his friend smiled. 'It's you. Look at the number seven on their shirts.
And listen.

"The people in the streets shouted, 'Bekkamu! Bekkamu!"

‘What are they saying?’ David asked

‘It’s your name,’ his friend smiled. It’s your name in Japanese.

For David the big day was 7 June 2002 England beat Argentina 1-0 a famous
win. David scored the only goal. After that goal the newspapers never talked

about the red card in 1998 again (or not very often!).
The World Cup in 2002 was a very good and interesting competition.

England didn’t win. Brazil beat Germany in the final game. But England
played well.
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A Family Man

David loves children, all children. He gives a lot of time and money to ill

children. He writes to them. Sometimes he and Victoria visit them.

In March 1999 Victoria had Brooklyn, their first son. David was a father.
Then in September 2002, Brooklyn had a little brother. His name is Romeo.
At two years old Brooklyn had his first little red Manchester United shirt with

his name on it. He can kick a football too.

David and Victoria come from good, happy families. Their fathers and
mothers always loved them. David and Victoria give their children the same

love.
"Posh and Becks' make a lot of money. They don't put all of it in the bank.

They buy a lot of things, expensive things. David likes buying things for
Victoria and his little boys.
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He loves cars too. He has three Mercedes and two Ferraris. The Beckhams
live in some very big houses.

David's photo is always in the newspapers and on television. People see him
in this coat, in those shoes, with that telephone, and then they want to have
those things too. He makes a lot of money every year from advertisements.

Victoria makes a lot of money too, from her music. But the big money comes
from David now.

Goodbye to the Reds

The year 2003 was a very important year for David Beckham. First,
Manchester United won a big competition. Then, in the summer, there was a
new story in every newspaper: Real Madrid buys Beckham for £25,000,000'.
After twelve years with Manchester United, David moved to Spain. His
father was unhappy, but the move was good for David. Real Madrid and its
players Zidane, Ronaldo, Roberto Carlos, Raul, Figo - are famous in every
country in the world.

Now David has a new white shirt for Real Madrid. He has a new number, 23.
But he is the same David Beckham.

People like reading about him, his family, his houses, his hair. Children in
many countries know his name. They play football in his shirt. They want to

be famous. They want to be David Beckham.
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Num. Vocabularies Parts of Pronunciation Meanings
speech
1 Famous / adj./ uasdd (Kilsba) Llasl
2 Captain /n./ rialS ol
3 Story /n./ S ina
4 Advertisement /n./ CrlaniBads I,
(cxiays 230l
5 People /n./ I (5L pueS do d) Shea
6 Footballer /n./ O) U358 52 2B Sk
7 Greece /n./ men3 oligs il
8 Suddenly /adv./ Shodn (24 8L
9 World Cup /n./ oS iy Sloa ola
10 Winning /n./ (S)ory 8445 5s
11 Score /n./ () 3Saw (U1a) o ol alasds
12 Take the kick /exp./ W 55 el SlSes Ladida Kol
13 Unhappy /adj./ PP Shea
14 Referee /n./ ol sl
15 Fan /n./ ol oaY) Heuila
16 Shout /v./ -/n./ oyl olSeu sl oL lsla
17 Newspaper /n./ () isd w3y,
18 Remember /v./ () 4saday, s yeisla
19 Against /pre./ AV Gasla) 59
(S S4)

20 Run into /phr. V./ S Gey olasSlalga
21 Fall down /phr.V./ ol Uss $985 s LiyeSs
22 Near /pre./ G)dass el

24




23 Smile /v./ IR SlSss Gdas,e)
24 Angry /adj./ S 5953
25 Lightly /adv./ Sy S
26 Only /adv./ Sl B
27 Card /n./ 5,8 o8
28 Little /adj./ Ul (0¥ 38a9) ysa
29 Picture /n./ ()4 a3y
30 Important /adj./ RO &<
31 Come into the /expr./ iy o) 5305 adS | eyligs 4e oL cses ebly o
world
32 Shirt /n./ R (Sohdind) (udyd
33 Good at sth /adj./ Sswntas &85 358 Sd 4 oy sadls
34 Schoolwork /n./ ERAR Gl B (L) o, &
35 Interesting /adj./ S Ao | (ohadbia) LSa il oL (a3a
36 Strong /adj./ <TT- Siads
37 Quickly /adv./ SSss RRTOR
38 Long /adj./ K<Y S
39 Short /adj./ S SusS
40 Feet /n./ b oS
41 Again and again /adv./ S (€8 58S Gl 155) soliags s 5liggs
ofa
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42 Competition /n./ Odaiane S (S by ulsdly
43 Schoolboy /n./ s 5llsSu 258 by
44 Try /v./ sl | olalsda b olins (gs g40,S30
45 Start /v./ el | (o2 e b (Lisiws ) Ba,du

olEss
46 Also /adv./ P Las g 4a
47 Holiday /n./ o3 S
48 Son /n./ Ot BES
49 Young /adj./ KR o
50 Sometimes /adv./ Sy SlaSiuida
51 About /pre./ eyl G4 oL saslses
52 Friendly game /expr./ e iy Gligs b
53 | Many times /phr./ Sl ke Ob ) oblau®
54 Country /n./ sFueS ol
55 Beat /v./ Gy Slail Sl sy
56 Marry /v./ @ole Slss YEY o8&, dula
57 | Singer /n./ 0 K Sl <
58 Look at sth or sb /phr. V./ Lot 45 &l S oL elind Su,S

(E35seds 3

59 Want /v./ Ry (Fss) cdgdsss
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60 Later /adv. / 0)Gadd U3lles
61 Telephone /v. orn./ oubdss | olSes 3 spda ol gsda
62 Friend /n./ Akl sl
63 Be in love / phr./ 3 oS o Ol st 32l
64 Problem /n./ NI s
65 Go away /phr. V./ sost 9 8941548 590
66 Visit /v./ b OSl ydan
67 Star /n./ O | 5 as5ledd (S8udS L 6 pGuds

1S3l gs 4 o gliige o
68 Always /adv./ S Lieda
69 Early /adj./ R oy Ol os)
70 Arrive /v./ e oy
71 Hotel /n./ Jiigea Ji g
72 Bus /n./ oo ouls
73 Street /n./ Gur P alies
74 Japanese /n./ Saiola Sl
75 Know /v./ o Sl oL oty
76 Name /n./ s WG
77 Never /adv./ A 5,48
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78 Talk /v./ Jd5 oS duud
79 Often /adv./ (Fa) i la syl
80 Well /adv./ s S LH
81 Love /v./ 34 sy gt $
82 Children /n./ Cmpdlaa RCOVREW
83 1l /adj./ 16 Olaw) gads
84 Too /adv./ oF lasg,4a oL L5
85 Family /n./ Slals oloia
86 Give /v./ . ol
87 Make money /phrase/ e dide oSlate, b
88 Put /v./ o oLl
89 Bank /n./ bl bl
90 Buy /v./ b e Ses
91 Expensive /adj./ il el <
92 Some /det./ (ps) pu eliuida
93 Have /v./ 3l (Casdlaie) Chagsda
94 Live /v./ W (569
95 Photo /n./ Fads Gy
96 Coat /n./ oyeS (o8la) o5
97 Spain /n./ e (I
98 France /n./ il Lo 43
99 England /n./ ) L alas
100 | Brazil /n./ e Jolyes
101 | Argentina /n./ Litidals a4
102 | Move /v.//[n./ 590 syl & OL A,
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103 | Hair /n./ () bda 53
104 | Quiet /adj./ EPHRS (Crada) Kool
105 | Because /conj./ 35S (Sisa) so56 0
106 | Greek /n./ elyy £ Sb
107 | Goal /n./ Uy bl oL UK
108 | Television /n./ S5l OdddG
109 | Korea /n./ LS L3S
110 | Japan /n./ ola HLb
111 | Final /adj./ S Y
112 | Germany /n./ e Lolales
113 | Same /adj./ pats oleda
114 | Christmas /n./ asii S (Ul (o) uanus S
115 | question /n./ i S B
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