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The Abstract

The changes that have been taking place in the recent years changed
the components of the social systems; hence, the family as the small part of
the social structure has been influenced by these changes. In effect, it
affected the status of women as well. The high rank of women has a strong
relationship with the soundness of the family that can produce proper
individuals. Since educating and bringing up the generation in the Kurdish
family is first and foremost the responsibility of women, a research of this
sort has its significance.

The objectives of this research are:

1- Specifying the status of women in the poor, middle, and rich
quarters of Erbil.

2- Specifying the difference in the status of women according to the
variables of the research.

3- Knowing the relationship between social change and the status of
women in the family.

4- Knowing the relationship between women's working and their
status in the family.

5- Knowing the relationship between the political changes and the
status of women in the family.

6- Knowing the relationship between Education and getting academic
degrees and the status.of women in the family.

To achieve these objectives; we started collecting data about this topic.

For this purpose, we have prepared a form of questionnaire that consisted
of 60 questions. To verify it scientifically, the form was evaluated by
experts. The accuracy rate of the form was (93.66). Then, we started
correcting or deleting the questions according to the feedback of the
experts. After that, we started the process of fixing the form through (Test-
Retest) process; its rate was (89.5).

At last, through random class sampling, (400) families from the quarters
of Erbil, on the basis of (poor, middle, rich) classes, were chosen. The
samples were of both sexes.

In order to analyze the results of the research, the tools of: Accounting
Mean, Standard Deviation, Sperman Correlation, Weighted Average,
Correlation Coefficient, T-Test Two Sample and One Way ANOVA.
Finally, we resorted to Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).
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The research consists of two main parts. The First Part is specified for
the theoretical aspects of the research. It has four chapters that are arranged
in this way: Chapter One consists of two sections. Section One is the
general framework of the research. Section Two is dedicated for the terms
and concepts of the research. Chapter Two has two sections as well.
Section One deals with the similar researches. Section Two is dedicated for
the theoretical framework of the research. Chapter Three consists of two
sections as well. Section One deals with the status of women in the family.
Section Two studies the turning point in the Kurdish society. Chapter Four
has also two sections. Section One is about the status of the Kurdish
women throughout history. Section Two is dedicated for the status of the
Kurdish women in the last two centuries.

The Second Part of this research is specified for the Field Study. It
consists of two chapters. Chapter Five deals with the field principles of the
research; it tackles the method of the research, the society under study, how
the samples are selected, the tools of data collection, statistical tools, and
the scope of the study. Chapter Six is dedicated for the conclusions of the
research; at first, it presents the characteristics of the members of the
research, and later on, the findings that are related to the status of women in
Erbil City. At the end of this chapter the summary of the conclusions and
recommendations is pointed out.

Finally, the following results have been reached:

1. As a result of the changes in Kurdistan after the Uprising and
especially after 2003, the Kurdish society has been divided into
different classes, which are the rich, the middle, and the poor classes.
The status of women from the rich and the middle classes is higher
than the women of the poor class.

2. There is difference in the rise of the status of women in Erbil
quarters. The rise in the rich and middle class quarters is almost the
same, whereas this rise is less in the poor quarters.

3. There 1s no statistical evidence for the difference in the status of
women according to the age and gender variances; whereas, there
are some statistical evidences for the difference in the status of
women according to the profession and the education Ilevel
variances.

4. The Kurdish society is in the transitional stage from a traditional,
feudal, closed society to a modern, open, and capitalistic one. In the
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capitalistic stage, due to the fast advance in technology and
expansion of technological apparatus and increase of industry and
companies and factories, the society does not need that much man
power. In effect, the status of women and men would be balanced to
a good degree.

. The distribution of work has taken a different form; it has discarded
the traditional and usual form in which women were restricted to
house work and men to outside work. This new form has promoted
the status of women.

. In Kurdistan many professional and political organizations have
been established; especially the organizations that call for the
equality between men and women. In spite of this, the rate of women
participation in the political activities is very low. Though people
have realized that women can work in the field of politics, it is not
very normal now for women to become the member of a political
party or a professional organization. Despite all these, women have
complete freedom in electing their representatives in the parliament
and the government as well.

. In Kurdistan education and getting academic degrees have become a
great necessity; there is no difference between boys and girls in the
educational process. Girls are not sent to school to become literate
only, but are sent to complete their education and get degrees as
well. The education of girls has become the source of pride for their
families and in effect their ideas are taken into more consideration.
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