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Abstract
 

     Imagery is the most prolific element in creating poetry; it has been invented 
along with the invention of poetry, and without it poetic writing would have been 
impossible. Through imagery, poetry has preserved the human experience of 
imagination, thought, and philosophy of life, psychological and factual conditions, 

religious beliefs for thousands of years. Moreover, imagery implies various 
significant tasks which result in creating aesthetic codes in poetry, as well as 
preserving the poeticality of a text. Despite all these, in modern criticism, imagery 
is an important criterion by which the values of the craft of verse are appraised. In 
this thesis, imagery in the poetry of one the leaders of classical Kurdish literature 
from Baban school, who is Salim-i-Sahebqran, is discussed. The thesis is entitled 

descriptive analytic method.  
     The thesis consists of an introduction, three chapters, conclusions and the 
references. The first chapter, which is the theoretical part of the thesis, is entitled 

. The concept of imagery is 
tackled first, and then the notion of imagery, followed by the task of imagery and 
finally the links between words and images. After that, imagery in Western, Arabic 
and Kurdish literary criticism is presented, and then the elements of imagery which 
include language, thought, imagination, reality, emotion and subconscious. 

     

, and they have been analysed according to their 
types and characteristics. Firstly, imagery on the bases of the quality of their 
structure has been presented, and this, in return, is divided into two types in 

imagery. The first one is made up by synesthesia, perceived changes, plain 
description and simile, and they are all discussed in this part along with the 
techniques which constitute perceived change including personification, 
embodiment and objectification. Then the structure of complex imagery have been 
shown, which is made through both the simile of complex imagery and the 
succession of plain imagery. The second chapter also tackles the types of imagery 
in terms of senses and cognition. Sensory imagery, which is discussed, here 
includes visual imagery, auditory imagery, olfactory imagery, gustatory imagery 
and tactile imagery. Then cognitive imagery has been depicted with its many 
elements; psychological, philosophical, symbolic, and mythical. This is followed 
by the depiction of the types of static and dynamic imagery. Finally, imagery in 



 
 

eloquence which includes simile, metonymy and metaphor, have been presented 
along with examples and their analyses. 

     
urces which inspired Salim in his 

use of imagery in poetry. The sources are divided into subjective and objective. At 
first the images that came directly from the poet himself have been analysed. Later 
the objective sources, which are divided on local and universal, have been 
discussed. Out of the local sources, we have started with folklore in poetry and 
songs, as well as epics which were used by Salim. Then as parts of cultural 
traditions, other genres such as myths, proverbs and social norms have been 
tackled, followed by depicting nature and reality as parts of local sources. As for 
the universal sources, first the historical sources have been tackled which include 
historical events and historical characters. Following that, the religious sources, 
including Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, are covered, and finally 

consists only of Persian literature, are presented. All these have been depicted and 
analysed with examples from his poetry. 

     In the end of the thesis, the conclusions are presented in several points, 
followed by the list of references, which are sorted alphabetically, and the thesis is 
wrapped up with an abstract in both Arabic and English languages. 


