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ABSTRACT
The relation between literature and the society is inseparable, hence according to
social theories, anything impacting literature will definitely impact the society.
The reverse holds true as well; once literature has its own discourse, its impact will
increase. The present study entitled “The impact of literary discourse on the public
opinion in the Kurdish society: Southern Kurdistan during 1992-2003 as an
example” is an attempt to investigate the impact of literary discourse on the public
opinion in the Kurdish society specifically following a historic event of the
Kurdish uprising in 1991.
This dissertation takes literature as discourse since it can change the thinking made
of the individual.
The dissertation is made up of an introduction and four parts of which one part is
theoretical and the other three are practical. Part one carries the title “An
introduction to discourse” and deals with the general concept of discourse as well
as literary discourse in particular. This part is theoretical in which concepts and
terminologies have been illustrated. Then Michel Foucault’s concept of discourse
has been demonstrated to pave the way for its application in the parts to come. Part
two is entitled “The mission of media discourse to the public”. It highlights poetic
discourse as a media channel and as education in addition to the impact of both on
the Kurdish society. Part three which holds the title “The discourse of Kurdish
prose and the Kurdish society” is a practical analysis of the prosaic genres in the
Kurdish literature. Part four is also practical and is entitled “The critical discourse
of Kurdish literature” Here, we have sought to investigate the question: Has
Kurdish literature been able to affect the Kurdish society? Finally, the conclusions
have been drawn and references listed.
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