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From Sir B. Newton, Baghdad, to Foreign Office in 23rd (4 A)
February 1940, Telegram No. 13, F.O. 371, 2450 2/E11819,
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From the Inspector General, Iraqi Army and Head of the (34}
British Advisory Military Mission to His Britanuie Majesty's
Embassy, Baghdad, signed G.G Watherhouge Major General, in
2nd September 1940, secret telegram No. 55/24/307, F.O. 371,

24502 P. 286, P.R.O, London,

From Mice Middle Fast to the War Office, in 7/12/1940, (y..}
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From sir A Clark EKerr to Mr Anthony Eden, In 21 October vy,

' 522

1936, Telegram No. ——————, F.0. 371, 20013/E 6860,

105/10/86

P.R.0, London. )

From Irag, British Embassy Sir A Clark Kerr to Foreign Office (yy)

and to Sir Ministry In 4/5/1936, secret cypher Massage No.

X 3117, F.O. 371, 20015, P. 354, P.R.O. London.

fhid, P. 354; From A.D.C.G. Edmonds to the Foregin Office in (yy)

1/6/1936, secret document about Recent Event In Rumaithsz,

Para 5, Para. 41, P. 404, F.0. 371, 20015, P.404, P.R.0. London.
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From Sir A Clark Kerr to Foreign Office, in 4 November (yg)

1836, Telegram No. 275, Fo. 371, 20013/ £ 6922, P. 212, P.R.O.
London.
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Majid Khadduri, Independent Irag 1932-1958, Astudy
In Iraqi Politics, second edition ( Londen - 1960 ) . 77.
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From Mr. Bateman to Mr. Eden, in 28 September 1936, ()
secret Telegram, No. 462, F.0. 371, 20013/E 6085,/1419/93, P.
122. P.R.0. London; From Sir A Clark Eerr to Mr. Anthony

Eden, In 21 October 1936, F.O. 371, 20013/E 6860, P. 202,
P.R.Q. London.
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From Iraq decypher Sir A Clark Kerr Baghdad to Foreign (yy)

Office In 2 November 1936. Telegram No. 273, F.0 371,20013/E
6818, P. 179, P.R.O. London.
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From Iraq Decode Sir A Clark Kerr ( Baghdad ), in 20th (yq)
October 1938, secret Telegram No. 266 (R), F.0. 371, 20013/E
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Edith and E.F. Penrose, Iraq International Relation and
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From Iraq Decode Sir A Clark Kerr to Foreign Office in (4.

20th October 1936, Secret Telegram No. 2645(R), F.0. 371,

20013/E6783, P.P. 145-147, P.R.O. London.
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From Sir A Clark Kerr Baghdad to Air Office in 29th (,y

October 1938, Telegram, No. 266, F.O. 371, B 6784/1419/93,
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From A.D.C.G. Edmonds to the Foreign Office in 1/6/1936, (Aa)
Secret document about Recent Event in Rumaitha, Para. 3.

P. 369. F.0. 371, 20015, P. 398, P.R.O, London.
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From G.W Rendel to Sir Archibold Clark Kerr. (A )
Liggh by
Fo. 3Tl 20015 05443
{ BT705/1419/03 ) Foreign Office
( Seeret ) 31st December 1936
My Dear Archir,

Many thanks for your letters of the 26th November and

the 3rd December about Bekr Sidgi.
The notes prepared by the officer in the Military Mission

gre interesting and we shall be glad o learn anything further
which may emerge from your researches into Beker's Past.
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Ineidanta]ly,theintelligeneebmnchat&eﬂrlﬁnistry
told us the other day that they had discovered that Bekr
Sidqi was employed for some time round about 1919-1920 as
intelligence agent of the British Military forces in the gort of
no-man’'s land which then existed between Irag and Turkey.

Your ever
8d. G.W.Rendel
Sir Archibald Clark Kerr K.C.H.G.

c 14 (B, Gale b ¢

My dear George,

The information about Bekr Sidqi contained in the last
paragraph of your letter No. E 7795/1419/93 of December
31st is confirmed by Air Headquarters here. The intelligence
branch tells me, in addition, that it was through the speeial
recommendation of the British general staff here that Bekr
was given his commission in the Iraqi army in January 1021,

C Xl Gale 0 ¢

From commercial secretarial, British Embassy, Baghdad
to the Foreign Office, In 17 November 1936, F.0. 371, 20014/E
T181. P. 62, P.R.0O. London.
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From A.D.C.G. Edmonds to the Foreign Office in /1 ()

1936, 20015, Narrative of Event October 20th 1936, F.O. 371,
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From Sir A Clark Kerr, British Embassy Baghdad to [yyg)

Foreign Office, in 3rd November 1936, Telegram. No. 27, F.O.
371, 20013/ E €906, P. 209, P.R.O, London.
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From Sir A Clark Kerr, Baghdad to Foreign Office In ¢ (1
November 1936, Telegram No. 275, F.O. 371, 20013/ E 6922,
P.212, P.R.O. London; From Foreign Office to British Embassy
In Baghdad explain British parliamentary Qusetion Answer
by Mr Eden, F.O. 371, 20013, P, 222, P.R.O. London.
From British Embassy, Baghdad Sir A Clark Kerr to (yyy)
George and G.W BRendel, In 19th january 1937, F.O. 371, 20015,
P. 237, P.R.O. London.
From Sir A Clark Kerr, Baghdad to Foreign Office In 3ré ({4}
November 1936, massege, F.O. 371, 20014, E 6906/419/93, P.
210, P.R.O. London; From j.G ward to Foreign Office In 5
November 1936, F.O. 371, 20014/E 6947, P.232, P.R.0. London.
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From Sir A Clark Kerr, Baghdad to Foreign Office, in 3rd (4 44q)

November 1936, massege, ¥.0. 371, 20014, E 6806/1419/93,
P. 210, P.R.O. London.
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From Sir A Clark Kerr, Baghdad to Foreign Office, In 15th (y ¢y,
November 1936, Telegram No. 33, F.O. 371, 20014/E 7378, P.
98, P.R.O. London ; From British Embassy Baghdad, Sir A
Clark Kerr to George Rendel In 17th November 1936, F.O. 371,
20014/E T437, P.R.O. London.
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Daily Herald Newspaper { (Germany Behind Iraq Revolt))
in 2 November 1936 P. 230.
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From Foreign Office to British Embassy Baghdad, British

Parlimentary Qusetion, F.O. 371, 20013/E 6922, P. 222 ;

Documents on German Foreign policy 1918-1945, series D
( 1937 - 1945 ) Volume V { Washington - 1953 ) P. T47.
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From Sir A Clark Rerr to Foreign Office in 3rd November (yyy

1936. F.0. 371, 20014, E 8906 /419,93, P. 210.
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From Foreign Office to Irag Baghdad to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Y0
In 2 November 1936, cipher Telegram No. 237, ¥.0. 371, 20013,
P. 161, P.R.O; From Foreign Office to British Embassy Iraq
Baghdad, British parlimantry Qusetion P. 22 Time Newspaper
In 5 November 1936, F.O, 371, 20014, P. 6.
From Sir A Clark Kerr Baghdad to Foreign Office In 4 (YYo)
November 1938, Telegram No. 275, F.0, 371, 20013/E 6922,
P. 212, PR.O. ; From British Embassy Baghdad Sir A Clark
Kerr to George W.Rendel P. 237, in 19th January 1937, F.O.
371, 20015, P. 237, P.R.O. London.
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From Foreign Office to British Embassy Iraq, Baghdad (yyv
British parlimeniary Qusetion, F.O. 371, 20013/E 6922, F. 22,
P.R.O. see also; From Foreign Office to the Government of
Canada Commonwealth of Australia Newzealand Union of
South Afriea and Irish free state In 9th November 1936,
sircular, Telegram No. 177, F.O. 371, 20014, P. 312-313, P.R.O.
London.,

From Sir A Clark Kerr Baghdad to Foreign Office, In 2nd (yyy
December 1936, Telegram No. 308, F.O. 371, 20014/E 7544,

P. 156, P.R.O. ; From D.S.Scot Fox to Caire British Embassy,
In 3 December 1936, Telegram No. 14, F.O. 371, 20014/8 7244,
P. 155 P.R.O. London ; From G.W. Rendel to Nuri Pasha In

Cairo, In 22nd December 1936, Telegram, F.O. 371, 20015, P.
243, P.R.O. London.

From British Embassy Baghdad Sir A. Clark Kerr to (VYA

George W. Rendel, In 17th November 19386, F.0. 371, 20014/E
7437, P. 129, P.R.0O. London ; Note on the character of Bekr.
Sidgi by General Hay, P. 192,
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Extract From New York Times Newspaper In 28th [yyq,
November 1036, F.O. 371, 20015, P. 235, P.R.O. London.
From Sir A. Clark Kerr, Baghdad, Iraq to Foreign Office, ()5 )

In 15th November 1936, Telegram No. 33, F.O. 371, 20014/E
7378, P. 98, P.R.O. London,

From British Embassy Moscow Chirstian to Right (V)

Honourahbls Anthony Eden, in 14th December 1936, Telegram,
No. 704, F.0. 871, 20015/E 7832, P. 255, P.R.O. London.
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Note on the Character of Bekr Sidqi by Genersl Hay, P. (y ¢y

192, :
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From Sir A. Clark Kerr Raghdad, to Foreign Office In 28th
October 1936, Telegram No. 205(R), views of General Rowan
Robingon on the situation In Iraq, F.O. 371, 20014/E 6783 /93,
P. 324, P.R.O. London; Times Newspaper  The coup d’ etat
In Irag In 12 November 1936, F.O. 371, 20014/E 7062, P. 2,
P.R.Q. London.
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From Foreign Office to Miunte Sir L. Oliphant, in 16
November 1936, telegram, F.0. 371, 20014/ E T130/1419/93,
P. 21, PR.O. ; From Sir A. Clark Kerr to 8ir L. Oliphant, in 15
December 1936, Telegram. F.0. 371, 20016/E 8113, P. 291,
PR.O ; From Sir A. Clark Kerr to Sir Lancelot Oliphant
K.CM.G, In 31st December 1936, Telegram, F.O. 371, 20015/
E 8118, P. 292, P.R.0. London.
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Records of Leading Personalities In Iraq, see Para (23) (yg¢v)
Bakr Sidqi P. 6.
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‘From British Embassy Baghdad A. Clark Kerr to George
W. Rendel, In 17 November, Massege, F.O. 371, 20014/E 437,
P.129, PR.O; Note on the character of Bekr Sidqi by General
Hay, P. 189, P.R.O. London.
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From Sir A. Clark Kerr to Foreign Office, In 30 October (1LY
1936, Telegram No. 269, F.0. 371, 20013/E 6797/1419/93, P.
155. P.R.O. London.
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From G.W. Rendel to Foreign Office, In 30th October, 1935 (1LA)
F.0. 371, 20013, P. 3, P.R.O. London.
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From Sir A. Clark Kerr Baghdad to Foreign Office, In 4th () ¢4,

November 1936, Telegram, No. 275, F.O. 371, 20013/E 6972
P. 212, P.R.O. London.
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From Foreign Office to Sir L.Oliphnant, in 16th November {YoY}
1936, Telegram, F.0. 371, 20014/E 7130. P. 22, P.R.Q. London.
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Irag, F.O. 371, 23200, P. 158, P.R.O. London.
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From British Embassy, Baghdad, Peterson to the Right v,

Honoursble the Viscount Halifax, In 27 December 1938,
631

Telegram No. ——  F.0, 371, 23200, P. 157, P.R.O.

London. 86/09/38
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From British Embassy, Baghda, Peterson to the Right (10
Honourable the Viscount Halifax, Irn 27 December 1938,

631
Telegram No. ——————, F.O. 371, 23200. PP. 152-153,
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From the Air Office to the Foreign Office, Quarterly Report (tW
on the Iragi Army and Royal Iraqi Air Force For Quarter
Ending 13th Nevember 193¢, No. 29, F.O. 371, 24551, P. 1,
P.R.O. London.

From Foreign Office to Sir M. Peterson, Irag Baghdad, (Y
Cipher telegram, In 13th January 1939, No. 14, F.O. 871,23200/
E 305/72/93 P. 174, P.R.O. London.
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From British Embassy, Baghdad, Perterson to the Right (vA)
Honoursble the Viscount Halifax, In 27th December 1838,
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Telegram No, ————, FO. 371, 23200, P. 154-158,
88/69/38

P.R.0O. London.
From Foreign Office to the Sir M.Peterson, Iraq Baghdad, (¢4

in 13tk January 1939 cypher telegram No. 14, ¥.0. 371, 23200/
E 305/72/93, P. 174, P.R.O. London; From Iraqg Decypher Sir
M. Peterson, Baghdad, to the Foreign Office, it 22 February
1939, telegram No. 41, F.0. 371, 23200/E 1399, P. 200, P.R.O.
London.

From British Embassy Baghdad, to the Right Honourable (v )
w .

the Viseount Halifax, telegram No. , in 26th
' 34/9/39

_ January 1939, F.O. 371. 28200, P. 195, P.R.O. London; Form

Irag Decypher Sir M. Peterson, Baghdad to the Foreign Office,

in 22 February 1039, telegram No. 41, F.0. 371, 23200/E 1399,

P. 200 PR.O. London,
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From British Embassy, Baghdad, to the Right Honourable (v {)
the Viscount Halifax In 2b6th January 1938, telegram No.

35
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34/9/30
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From Foreign Office to Sir M. Peterson, Traq, Baghdad, (¢y)
In 13 January 1939, cypher telegram No. 14, F.O. 371, 23200/
E 305/72/93, P. 174, P.R.O. London.

From Air Office, to the Foreing Office, Quarter Report on  (vy)
the Iragi Army and Royal Iragi Air Force for Quarter Ending
13th November 1939, No.29, F.0. 371, 2455, P.4,P.R.O. London.
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Question Answered, in 10 May 1939, F.O. 371, 23201, P. 56,
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Sir Harry C. Sinderson Pasha, Ten Thousand and One
Night, P. 170,

From Basil Newton to Viscount Halifax in § February {11}

1940, review of general attitude of Iraq during 1039, Irag
confidential 156818, section 1, No. 31, F.0. 371, 24550 /E500/93
P. 480, P.R.O. London.
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From Basil Newton to Viscount Halifax in 5 February (4y)
1940, review of genersl attitude of Irag during 1939, Irag
confidential 15819, section 1, No. 31, F.O. 371, 24569/E 500,/93
P. 490, P.R.QO. London,
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From Basil Newton to Viscount Halifax in 5 February (o)
1940, review of gemeral attitude of Iraq during 1839, Iraq
confidential 15819, seetion 1, Neo. 31, F.0. 371, 245560/ E 500/
500/93 P. 489, P.R.O. London.
Ibid, P. 4580. TRV
From British Embassy, Baghdad, Basil Newton to HL. (1y)
Baggallay, in 18th January 1940. confidential Telegram No.
156/2 /40, F.0. 371, 20559/E 11495, P. 430-431, P.R.O. London.
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From British Embassy, Baghdad, Mr. Basil Newton to (o)
H.L. Baggallay in 18th January 1940. Telegram No. 156/2/40,
F.O. 371, 29559/E 11495, P. 431, PR.0. London, |
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From British Embassy, Baghdad, Mr. Bagil Newton to (yy;
HB.L. Baggallay, confidential in 18th January 1940, Telegram
No. 156/2/40, F.0. 371, 29558/K 1495, P, 431, P.R.O. London.
d._...:\_,.!\a_:‘,aﬂﬁa_,.mawt'ﬂﬂuaEu\j.ﬂ\é gl ale
. YoVoe 1NN/ d-’UI.:_,J\

From PBritish Embassy, Baghdad, Mr. Basil Newton to (yy)

H.L. Baggallay, confidential in 18th January 1940, Telegram
No. 156/2/40, F.O. 371, 20559/E 1485, P. 431, P.R.O. London.
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From British Embassy Baghdad Mr. Basil Newton to (yy)
H.L. Baggallay, confidential in 18th January 1940. No. 156/
2/40, F.0. 371, 20559/E 1495, P. 434, P.R.O. London.
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From Air Force to the Foreign Office Quarterly Report (yo)
No. 29, on the Iragi Army and Royal Iragi Air Force for
Quarter Ending 3th November 1939, F.O. 371, 24551, P, 1,
P.R.O. London. hereafter cited as Quarterly Report No. 29, in
10889.
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From Air Force to the Foreign Office, Quarterly Report
No. 30. on the Iragi Army and Royal Iragi Air Force For
Quarter Ending 29 February 1940, P. 1. P.R.O. London,
hereafter cited as Quarterly Report No. 30. In 1940.
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From British Embassy, Baghdad, Basil Newton the

Foreign Office, In 18th January 1940, confidential No.156/2/40,
F.O. 371, 2455, P. 430, P.R.Q. London.

Ibid P. 430,
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From Air Force to the Foreing Office, secret, Quarterly (AY)
Report No. 32 on the Iragi Army and Royal Iragi Air Office
For Quarter Ending 31st August 1840, F.O. 371, 42551, P. 1,
P.R.O. London, hereafter cited as Quarterly Report No. 32, in

1940 P. 1.
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From Mr. Talbot to Garell Banes, Telegram in 26 Septem-  (ay
ber 1940, F.Q, 371, 24552 /E2703 /47 /93, P.277, P.R.0. London.
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From General Headqurters Middle East Cairo A.P.Wavell
to Sir Basil Newton K.L.M.G. British Embassy Baghdad, in 3
Avpril 1940, seeret and personal telegram, No. ME/1046 G, F.O.
371, 24560, P. 291 P.R.O. London.
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From Iragq Government the Ministry of Foreign Office Nuri
to sir Basil Newton, In 29/April/1940, very secret, Telegram
No. 5/1930/1839/GL, F.O. 371, 24560, P. 303.
From General Headgurters Middle East Cairo. A.P. Wavell
to Sir Basil Newton K.C.M.G. British Embassy Baghdad, In 3
April 1940, secret and personal Telegram No. CRM. E/1048/
.G, F.O. 371, 24580, P. 291 P.R.O. London.
From ¥ragq Decypher sir B.Newion Baghdad, to Foreign
Office In 13th July 1940, special Distribution And war cabinet
No. 354, F.0. 371, 24550/E 2280, P. 442, P.R.O. London.
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From Iraq Decypher sir B. Newton to Foreign Office In (4 4)

27th November 1940, Telegram No. 716, Important, F.O. 371,
24559/E 3010, P. 3209 P .R.O. London.

¥rom Irag, Decyher Sir B. Newton, Baghdad, to Foreign (\q)

Offices In 29 December 1940, Telegram No.803, F.O. 371,24559/
B T134/448/93/2, P.R.Q, London.
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From Sir B.Newton to Foreign Office In 12 July 1940, Telegram (4, ,)
738 _
No. — ., F.O. 371, 24559/E 2403 P. 443, PR.O.
2/8/101/40
London.
arzd gt LWV gL e N5 o Wil p G el ARy
‘___;_;33 .J\_,;a.ll i.gliq__,.:ll G‘Ja.ﬂ—l‘ ;_’\_j_,cnx')i.n.b :uijl-»_;‘_}ﬁ
ey O Al (559 S g 4on 5 oYV 3400 € 1A, Sged Yo 3
o ot dgm JUOASN e o Dla) o 35 W 500 Gl
pihoot.i-\.d‘a\.g ‘...d o r:dmc.uvﬂlé‘,hjbu..g_, LiLeh
S 55 O IV e o it IV Gl s g 8RN
s‘J‘jJ" L.J"‘::J o) o L.:.L'-—‘-ﬂ‘ ;_ﬂj_’l U";‘L'-‘JTH )L-‘-;-J‘ ot Ly
b p Lot RISV 5 o gdlly G0 e aos, S
DR L B D0 At ) O e A e
From B. Newton to the Right Honourable the Viscount
328 R
Halifax, Telegram No. ————— , In 12th July P. 445, F.Q.
2/8/101/40
371, 24559,/ B 2403. P.R.O. London,
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From Decypher Sir B. Newton, Baghdad, to Foreign Office (Y. 1)

in 26th September 1940 Telegram No. 580, F.O. 371, 24559/
E 2705, P. 450. P.R.O. London.
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From British Embassy Baghdad to Foreign Qffice In 25
November 1840, Telegram No. 532, F.0. 371, 24559 P. 333.
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From Iraq Decypher 8ir B. Newton, Baghdad, to Foreigu (1.%)

Office, In 28th November 1840, Telegram No. 719, F.Q. 371,
24557/ E 3010, P. 321, P.R.O. London ; From sir B. Newton
Baghdad to the Foreign Office, In 24 December 1940, Telegram,
No. 803, F.O. 371, 2455698/ B 313/448/93/2, P. 410 P.R.O.
London.
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From Mice to the War Office In 4/12/1940, secret cipher (1.4)
Telegram Important No. 95031, 371, 24559/ B 2020/448/93,
P. 356 ; From Decepher sir B. Newton Baghdad to Foreign
Office In 4 December 1940, Telegram No, 742, F.,0. 371, 2455/
E 3020/448 /93. P, 857
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¢ Middle East secret cipher Telegram No. 92790, in 13/12/194,
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regret.

B e uetra 4N

;Pg wapidency,

Brghdad, dated 37 June, 1027,

At the sudience which Jour
~ajesty yrantsd to me in the
preaence of lils “zcellency the
Pxime .inister and the inisters
of ‘inance, Interior and llefence
on the evening of ithe 20th ay
tour .zjeuty inforwed we Lthet
the inisiry hnd placed iis
rami,netiosn in the hande of Your
~Bjeaty s a sigh of ite want
of confidence in the polity of
Lis vritannic .mjesty™a Governuent
in the aaiter of the defence of
*jraq and as a prateat again-t‘tha
delay which had tueken plmos in
eouing to & decision regarding thae
entry of "ireg inte the Teague of
lintionms and the early nawendsent of
the ireaty of Allivenee and of its
subsidiary agresasnie. it wawe,

Your
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Your Mejasty told m=2, sugses

by the inistry thet they shou.
publish the reqsonu for their
resignation, I then dinmcusred
with Your .ajesty and the
rinisters prement all the watiers
regarding which they fslt doubt
aand Your :ajesty on reflection
w8 pluased to declde that you
would not imaediately accept the
resiznation of the inistry and
wonld await the resuli of ay
tele.raphie reports sn the
eituation to the Uscretary of
State for the Colonies,

1 inforued the lecretary of
itate for the Colonies without
delay of all that had passed and
I have naw received fros hiw a
taleiram in which he inetructs
me Lo deliver to Your ajesty
the following wessays: -

e Iritanniec wjesty's
Governweni have received with
surprise the newse ithat tne 'iraq
Cnbinet hed conctewplsied that
after rosignhing offlce it suould
publieh a protust agﬁinlt LKritish

policy
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relioy townrds 'Irag, Yuch
publication would have hed 2
deplorable #ffeci upon publie
opinion boith in :urone and in 'Irsag
snd would Luve mnde it exceedinily
diffieult for s tritanrie .afnety
Govermsent even to consider before
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COFYEIGHT — NOT.TO IE REFMODUCED PHOTOGRAPNAEALLY WITNOUT PERMISEIDN

MOST SECRET
CIPHER TELEGRAM

Prom: = ‘[he Yar Offics, Desps 0300, 1O/7/4L.

Tog o = Cu=in=C, , Hiddle ueat,
G.~in~=G,, India,

o | F 23
F659Ps QIPHAR (.01 ) 17N, 5@ JuL 1941 J
EIRST CF TVQ_PARTS.

Pollowing Lor Cse-ln-C. fTom C.0.8, Fo, 147. wegigs.

Pollowing is eur appreciation of throat to Iraq and our
Tequirementa far delence in event of gaatward extensios ol war
in Middle dast. We phould Be glad of your commenta.

-2, Assumpiion ie that we held Jgyps, Palesting and Gyria.
Threat might develop through (a) Ceucasus and Irsn (), (b)
Loatolla and gyrim, {c} both directions,

sttack ti hC ; a0
8. poseible Gepman Actlon, -Germeny might reach Caugesus
By mid-August. ATter orgenlsing dzre;aug_pe-aa:.fmm,
inaluding air elriking forcee to oeutralise opur air offansive,
she 'night- Attempt to deny up 1:l'ort.hern Ireq aercdromen by land
attack, or develop large-scals atiack on pur whals positicn
head of Persian Qulf,

4. Prellminapy Poariod. ALr, By mid=sepiember, Germane
sould satablish in Ceucasus 110 L.R. tombsps 80d 30 I.H.
fighters with Tighter defences for area. GHeale of etback,
dosul area, fairly heavy. caghdas apea, }1ght,  Bepra area,
gpasnodie though minelaying theorsoticelly poasidla, Weather

would asripusly curtaill activities Decembuy to karch,

5. Mvanec inte Irap (W), [Land. Bafors advance in

strenzth, Uermans must control Caucaaus and Sasplan Apsaad ond
improve rpats and Casglan ascaperta, dcod and rall
communications very liailted, @speeially ia wiater, LsB o1 be

N oo/







o

o Ry 27204 0L Y

COFYRIGHY - wOT 10 BE REFRODUCED FHOTOAMARKECALLY Wi THOUT FERM|S510R

ho Iranias pusistance, no advance from Caueasus bussible £111
nid-Oetobor. Whie too late for cpursiions in atrangth egainet
srag from Eamaden bufore april, 4ir. In wost favaurable
conditions, inelvdiag Irunian co-pperation, air atriking force
wentioned para. 4 might be deployed oh mercdromés iorthern Tran
(K} by mia-gjeptambor te inoremma scale ol attack, eapecially on
baera - Abaden ales, Increasing scale of atiack pn whole
seraian ulf possiblu from szerodromes QUM ta Yowman but thias

unliksly esriocus far south of Haera before April,

&, Attack on Irng, Iand, Ifores of & diva, mizhi be ready
sttack from Hamadan by Qoteber but guch mttock unlikely.

Meximum force probably 5 dive. This not poseible before April,
Cozmunleationa suzxest 4 dive, Tfrom Eomadsn ores and 1 div. frem
Tebriz. Air, Alr suwpport wight fncluda 66 L,R, bombers,

10 bomber recocnBlssance, 120 dive-bowbers, 120 5.i. Tighters,
60 L.&, fighters. Ready september, but oaly at expense 8ir
striking force aontloned paras. 4 eed 6,  ierodromes not
limiting fectgr,

R I
Attack throush spatolia,
7. Zosgible Gorgen hctien.,  4Assumption is worst case of
Yurkish acguicsecnce, Gontrol of gorthern Gyria. probedbly

Garpany's Tirst objective, to secure Aleppd railway.

= Beale of Avtoci, Adx.  Hirst step prooabiy eatablish-
m_e:ﬁt alr atriking force to prepere sdvanca into Syrie npd Irseg
apd tg atiaek Nerthorn Irag sgrodromes. Rendy For gperations
Jeptenmber and throughout winter ir the Gormens discngage

fopces from Rugoia mid-sapmet, Strength probably 110 L.R.
bombers and &0 L.:#, Tighters, with fighter defences, t‘mt, ir
BimUlt3ae0us o'_nlerﬂ.‘nions uwndariaken Irom Goucegue, itotal LK.
bombers unlilksly oXscad 170, slir sugport for land advance 0s
la peragraph 6 bat ot expensae of above eir atriking fores.

T event simuliencous loo. Attecks Trom Acttelin and Iran (K)

total/
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totel alr forces for mupport bolikely initfally exesed 500
bombord end fighters. - Iapd,  Gorusna could probsbly maintain
5 dive. southern ‘furkish frontier by ist rovember , inCroasing
to § diva. let Decsmbor apd pubsequently to 14 divs, if
suflficlent rollisg etock, Supther 3 dive, could be maintaiosd
by Turkieh rosds te atimck Iraq withont uaing Aleppo,

Bustainsd eir attack or effoctive ssbotaBc of communioations
should considarably roduce forcas, pertioulsriy in winter,

1 pefe. i o a
9. . Oblects we Bhould endomvour to schiova. (a) to securs
Iren (N} oilfialds for our use, (B) to dony Iraq oil to enemy,
{e} to Petain osud &8 long as poasibls for bombing Coucssus Apd’
gergen communications, {d} to sscure Fasra beae for air
reindd rocments to Liddle Bast and ap air'stag:ng point on routs to
Indls, (e) to proteot land routs betwsen Agypt and Guif. TFor
A1l theea objezta mesuplty daere sres snd sew conmunioanibions wod
devolopment Basra baso 1s sesontial.

1. If Susg refinery destroyed, Abadan could supply gl
xiddle Zast requircments with 2dditional streln on sireedy
Inpufficisnt ksnkers. If Abadan destroyed, even if Sueg
:rmiud'. owr whole Mldele Zest poslilon would prodebly dey
ap for lack of oi), Adequato provisian must thopefore he
iIllatl.l for ailr dnfenca Abadan snd plifields on occupation.

. #8nd_Korsc.
Il. pafenss of Irsg, Yery doubtful if defence Syrio and
soaul ares agalnet offcasive in etrength is fopsible, ' wolzn
wyaten dofonse Irsg should bo baged ares wast and norin ot"
ohghded srd mountaips runainy aseuth-opst Trom Kermansheh,
This plan dorivea edvantoygo from good astural obetaslo and
depth for lezd and air defenea withsut unduly leag communicotiom
Mobile forces werkiog north of this oargs would encblo ue tn use
northara acrodromoa uUniil opcoy ettaqked in strongth.  Gowanndure
1na/
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in=-Chilof, India, showld ensurs that plans TOr possible movea
into Iran {N), porticularly ints Abadan end vilfields, ere
kept in high siale prepsreanesa, '

LAST PART.
1%, Defenge Zegulremsnts,  Comsander-in-Chief, India,

sbould Bubmit his requireuents for A.A. defence of poris
against 8ir mining and for A.h. défence ibaden subseguent te

o¢cupation,
ir Fopece
i3, dven if Oersiane can sispge simultapecus attacks from

Iibyn, Anatolis and Gauc@sua, our total air forces nob
lsrgely sutapumbered, but mobility must be exploitzd to
utmost throughout iddle Jjaet, Qur land forges will be
8t grave dlsedvantaga nwin,g‘. lack srmoured feraations, amd

reasonable sip supericrity in battle arcas of gredt importance,

id. Afr Orfepalve. Wa muet alm at naxiavm ecale of

attack on Caacasus as socll as poselble, as we must start
impedletely Hussia collagsve opd woather bod after loveabor,
Interim plan alrcady exlsts for operation 4 wodium bombeor

sgne. from Horthera Ireg, Ffecilities should be preparcd for
uﬁumtinn & Jellington agne, by let Ootober Bnd fopr emerponcy
refuclling Tacllitics this arga for 3 nodium sqna, Whola Torca
will hevo %o bg gperatcd of restricted madntumance and reletively
large meesure unservliceability necepicd, 2 figotcr wpane.
neczgeary for lapedists protoction of Yorce, loocated AL
posslible kesul and Lirkuk. one nore Lor caghdad and 2 ahould
suffice dasra ares unitil spring waless derpans estobliash
themselves Ireo (i), A praportion of striking forag might

be epployed clgowhers during wintor but we oust be prepoeed

to roaume olfsnsive sguinAat ogll or atteck soumunisations
Caucagus, Irsn {L), and aoetolio to eadcavour to prevenh

attack in etrength,; ond euppord lend opirations. Birons

aipr striking farec niitnst werian comaunications wi i

aupiously/
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seriously diwpoede direct 1lend attack Horthern Irog. 2 more

fighier sqna, way be Decessary to support land gperations in

norih,

- 15, Pefengy of Gentral spd douthern Irag and abadan, it

we evacuate lWorthern Iragq we wcy require to operate 2 haavf
sqns. Irow Paghdod area, medivas supporting iond forcos
agaiﬁst at tack ?rom Hamadan and operating 8sninat
communicatiole way be rggulred Lo work frem ¢lthsr Haghdad
or issro orefs and from intermediate corocdromes sush ma
Shaikh Saad and gmeia, Fighters and .0, eirecralt require
"4.L,0s, north boghdad and throughout wholc Frentier from
Piyala to south-cast jhwaz, ueny In Iran (H), 3urTicicnt
probably already in existoencoe, Fighter requirenvonts, 2
Egns, defengs aaghdﬁd arca and 3 Lasro -~ ADEGDO oben, With
1 L,8, fighter sgn. ¥or @arsion Gull, Jor vparations in
forward areas, probably 2 additicnal fighter sgns. Baghdad

and £ baara.

16. Defonee of Hea Cowaunications. I apprecisble oir

attack developed on Pewsian Gulf shisplay Trom aerodrowas

gum to Kerman, it will be cxtremcly diifficult to ecounter.
Bombing of agroarcics uncconpiical and probebly ineifactiva

and provision adoguate rightors pronibitive. Although scrious
attacks unlikely far south of basra befors April, Havel and Air
starfs exealning proolem urgontly. Important to start

deveiophcht &ir kacvs boiween howelt and uuseal.

i¥. apeasry o foreen ool ¥acilitios, Mans should

asswre ihat we any roguire Lo operate following total
iy ioreua io Iragq bWy &0vil 1948 teavy ond modiug boubors
4o pone axtent altornative, B Heda, 6 Mode s 9 804 F.,
11.3.1, 8 ~.C., % transport. Wollewing TRG111%ics,

tpgother With necessary ..L.@g. raquiccd for satislactory

Tlexibility/
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flezxlbility and should be put in hapd forghyith. Horthern
Iraq. Yacilities for $ H.G., 4 B, 1 ..C., and cwergonoy
rafunlling faeilitics for 3 w.b. saghdad Brcd. 2 Ho B, »
6 s, B,y 4 20y 1 @, 1 tronsport, dagra a}ea. & ¥.B.,

5 5.d.8, 1 L.21,, 1 4C., L transport. Fereion Gulf,
Fagilitice Cor Dightur secorta,

18. 8¢t fron heavy bomber squedrons required fop
Caugasus, fopecs we suggest for Irag this nutpmn would leova
apout 13 medium bomber and 14 &.2. fizgkter sqne, in coypt,
daleatine and Syria. Whetuor this suiTiel:nt depends on
tacticsl sltustion but Cloxibility within dddle sast
easantisl to moke moat of ﬁvailuhlo Lorcis. Syrian aercdromsa
must now be fully oxploited, Sironger &ir forces rocompended
for Iraq next dpring msy bo aore GiTficult but always chance
we way oot be heavily ongogued Westupn Leserd snd that incrzoeecd
* imericen uld mey onbils Surthor strengthening ilddle zZest air

foreas,

ffaval TForcusg,

19, Adequate minzswoeping fecllitics for Pereian Gulf
igportant and ehould va #etablizhed now, Provision for
cperatlBg A... cecorts in Persian Guilf and approdches may be

poCeBEATY, 88 ruault catwination acationed in paragraph 16.

Irpugular Op-protions,

20, Communicntions in Lnotolim, Caugasus and Iren (}I},
togcthor with peliticol cealfuslen likoly io result from Guruooa
incursion, wost faveurcble Cor subversive end G(R) setivitica.
APfangunents £or Jaicosus unGer considsration,  Gvery effnrt

should bo Made to pePfeet proporctions anatolia and Iran (N)

1. Shott-l-.ian vory difdicult to keep opsh &grlaat

gven rizbt~soalc nir mining posaible yrou Horthera Iran.
mpapaforee altornativ. oot linked by rodd aml roil to unsrd

voryys
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ey evoniually be neocasury o walpteia in Irag, 80 all}

pos€ibly ports should bg dsyeloped, .4 prosond We must

eoncentrote on Un GoBr, which is prefyrrod ko Kowoik, huk
eny prolimirary wePk wiieh con be Gono at Kowolt withowt

prejuding te Ue gase phould Lo begua.

22, Foyges roquired in Irfg if elvwation Lgypt sericwly
dsteriopatod baihg Bssgssud sopapatcly, Thess captalaly
iarger then wo oo 0t presant provida, bud unlses we Plan
well angad maintonanou moy prove Limitang factor.

povolapmont pf cumkmnienticns end Paay focilities must be
proAsdd op WRESNLlY.  fresunt targst for adminiatrative
planning sghouwld ba proviatenally ge¢epied 2a 10 diva. amd 30
air Ban@., but this longar reage planning muai not intortore
with early proviaion sir ¥eailitics cublined in prragrepp A7,
AR .

pindavry, T A Tt Jlasen Jras 19 5Oy GrleeGy an Prom Air

pdatribution: = #. of 8,
G, Il.G.4,
V.G, LG g,
et D & Py
Dl k0. (0], -
#.0.1.5, 18, (& wopien)
D2
;’cuu Il .
NS AT
i 1 :
L‘A'GQLt ﬂm‘.lo'b.
don, J.P.H. X
C,¥.8, .dairalVy,
By OF Plocne ARITGLEY.
Geare 3y AP Hinia?’_r,'
v, of Fland .1F Alplsbiy.
Tndis 0ffdoe (Sol, Yelay),
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NARRATIVE_OF EVSNTS.

October 29th, 1936,

1. On the morning of October 28ih Captein Holt came to
gee me at my houss on behalf of the Ambaszador, Lo discuss
the latest Iragl draft reply to the Peraisn leétter ragarding
the boundary. I then went up te the Minlsetry for Forelgn

Affoirs to cee Nuri Pasha, who acked me to redrar't the note
in puch 2 way as to give it & point, which it had previcusly”
lacked. In consequence, I did not reach the Ninistry of
ths Interior until 12 ngon.

2. On my arrival the door-kespesr informed me that Hikmet
Beg Sulaiman had called and had laft a measags of regret et
nleaing me. 1 ha@ herdly eat down when I recaived a ring en
the telephone from Hikmet Beg, who msked to ses me at ance.

I explained that I had an urgent task to finlsh for Nuri Pasha
before ha left for Rlyadh. Hikmat Beg then aeked 3£ I could
soe hin at my house 1n the late afterncon. It se happencd
that n}r wife was due to arvive that evening by Yaperiael Alr-
wayn; I was thersfore obliged t¢ excuse myeelf nghin. Hikmat
Beg has been & friend of mins and a not infrequent visitor at
my office for some yeara; in consogushes I 414 net stiach any
particular importance to tha incldent. 1t is hardly necasa-
ory to add hew Tortunete it was thet thass iwo sccidents
pravented n meeting between Hilpmat Beg end nmyscli on tha ave
of the coup 4'état.

(3. 1 have since asked Hikmat Beg what oXactly ha hed
intended to tell me. He replied that, without ddwalging
either the time or the inatrument, he had intended to warn xze
that & subversive movement egalnst tha government waa imminent,
and that it was serious, so that as soon &s I should haer of

- the dropping of the werning leafleta I mnould resognise that
it wes not a c#mss af silly intrigus mnd prevent any waate of
time (the wapte that actuslly occurred) and the conseguent
dangers. He maintained that if 1 had peen him the bombing of

/the
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4. On Qotober 20th I reached my ofifica at 9 o'aelock, and

porai would probsbly have been unneceasary.}

inmediately heard reports that the Iragi Alr Force hed dropped
notices demanding the resignation of the Cobinet. The Acking
Director-Cenlaral. confirmed the truth of thease reports, and
ptatad that the Cabinat waas even then meeting and coneidering
the matter. Mr. Baillay &lpo cam® in 19 inform me that tele-
phonl¢ dommunication with the east Bnd north waa interrupted.
B, Hashild A1l Beg returned to hle orrice! I suppose agon
aftar 10 o'cloak, and I joined hin iwmediately. He informed
me thot Yesln Pacha hed originajily proposed to resign, but
Nurl Pagha hed coms forwerd with sterngr couneels. They should
invite the King to cell upor, Bekir Bldgqi to atop hlp mdvance:
the Miniaters 211 had their adherenta among tho-officera and
might g0 ocut end inducé them ts abandon the movement; in any
cans phrt af the army wae unaffected; ell the tribes were ready
to eupport the Government; ha had already been In commanication
with the Mutaearrlf of Xirkuk, who raported that the tribes
were stavnchly loyal to the Cabinet; they might even wlthdraw
temporarily froo Baghdad. Raghld Al Bag ended with & hirade
egainat the Xing, whom hs guspaated of heing privy to the move-
mant. He then meakad we whet I thouwght. .
B I said I should first like %o be guite clear as to how
rar the Cabinet was prepared to go. If in fact the King waa
in the movement and refused to eall on Bekir Sidgl to desiat,
we3 it the intentioen to ume ths tribesw to right tha King and
the Army topethar? He roplied that 1t wes. N
7. I then said I realiged that thay were on the horne of a
criel A1lamma. On the one hand it wag ¢alemitous, and boded
no good for the futureg, that the Army ahowld interfere in
politics and turn out the governmment of the day. On the other
ﬁand their plan was certain to plunge Irag into eomplaée ;hﬁoe;
even 1f the tribes euccesded in destroying the army they would
not rally to him end hia colleagues, =nd help them to reform
/the
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the administretion; he muat remember that they ware anarohieta
purs and simple; it wes the end of Irag. While w& wore talk-
ing somebody, I presumsd the Mutaserrif of Deghdad, reng up to
aak for orders. Eashid Ali Bag replisd that he was un=
influenced by the tireat apd would reaist. .

8.  We ware still talking when, about 1l o’clock, sarcplanes
cams ovar snd dropred three or four bombe; ons oxplodsd juat
outaide apd broke the windews in the offices just bolow the
Mintpter's and wine, Rashid Ali Deg got up te go out. I
told him that I showmld be in ny offios if he wantsd me.

8. A ninute or two later the dcsr~kepper brought & maceage
_asking me to j0in the Ministes downatairs. I found the pass-
agaa crovded with alerks, snd the ¥Minister locking out of tha
enall dvor leadirg on to the street. I notieed & young man
loening ageinet the wsll with a fountain of bload apurting out
from the artery in his lnstep; nobody waa taxing any notive;

I took out my handkerchiel and tisd it tight round his ankls
‘and ptoppad the flow; Mr. OGrioe then oame along and trussed
him et the ines to mske wesurence doutly sure; I then sent him
to the hoppital in my oAr. Judging by the largs pools on.the
floor he pupt have logt msuch blood; he has suwrvilved, I notiosd
that whils wo wore attending to hiz he said nothing ut only
asked & naighbour for e cigarette.

1¢. 1 then joinod Rashid All Beg in the telephone exohenge
of the MKinintry. Ee rang up the Buhue Palace, whers Yasin,
Nurd and Ja'far Pashes, and the Ambansador, wers underatood to
be asasmbled, wnd 2aked ths FPrime Kinigter for lnetruations.
Yaain Pasha told him to wait whers he was for ths present., At
1-ntervala wa raceivel talephone messages reperting the approach
of the Army, Khan Banl Sa'ed, Khen Bir, me meny Xilometers out
atc. I bogan to have vislons of the Army'e arriving, irvading
the seral snd finding the Minfsters st thelr poets; three or
rour timsa I prevailad on Rashid All Beg to tolephone to the
Zuhur Palsos to urge Yeain Feshe to come to an lmmediate decisicn;

/1
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I impreesed on him that he snd hia colleagnas had been teken
completoly by surprise, that there was no time to do snything,
end that in the cirounstances 1t wes neither disgradefnl nor
cowardly to bow to suparior force.
11. In the intervals of waiting Rashid Ali Beg rang vy the
¥utasArrifs of Amare and Diwaniya, and I think Hille, and gave
then oryptle ordere to be ready fﬁr suergencieas (I imagine
thet the Ministers_haﬂ. alreedy been In communication with the
liwag during the Cabinet meeting earlier in the morning).
1z, I alpa agked the Minieter te order the Police to put
every available man on duty in the stdreeta, but it eppeared
that the capital was almoat deplsted owing to the largs numbera
drafied to the Euphrates for the cparations thet had been pro-
cesding thare sporadically for the past weeks. Repobtn wars
racelived thet hawwzsing was beginning in the bazamrs.
13. Pinally about 1 o'elock Yasiln snd KNuri Pashas returned .
io the Prime Minlster's ofPice and ‘s#nt for Rashid Bog. But
14 waa not until B.'bc;.lt twenty-five minutea later that Nuri
Pasha Gnd Rachid Beg came back to Hashid Beg's room. I Jolned
them thare and wap informed that '"in defarence to the King'a
deeire to prevent,bloodshsd” the Csbintet had decided to resign.
14. Nomll;'.when a.Ga'b:I.net resligne the Milnigters remain at
their poete and supervise routine administration until the new
Cahinet is f.ormed.. {I remenber thai this state of affairs once
continued for some wecka, when Tewfiq Suweidd reaigned in 1589).
This procedurs was manlfestly impossible in the préssnt case
for even an hour. 1t seemed to ne 1':0 ba of wvital importance
that tha new Cabinet ahould be formed and installed before the
arrival of the military, and 'in any c¢ase before nightfall, when
the meb would probebly get out of hand. I therefore laft
immedlately for the Zuhur Palsoe. Yasin Peasha raced past ma
on the road, teking his resignation. Un arrival I oAw Rustam

Beg Falidar. Ha informed me that Geperal Beklp Sidgl had, at

the inetancs of the Kiné. stoepped the advance, and that Hikeat
/Beg
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EBog would probably be foralng & Cabinet the fellowing dey.
I impressed on him with wll the vigour at my tcmmand the
imperative necessity of gelting Hikmat Bag to take aover
responsiDility at ence; even If the army had halted (in fact
1t had not) tha dsnger from the mob rensined. I than aaw
the King and repeatsd my representations.
15. Eventually abeout S o'clock Eusten Beg and I laft the
Zulmr Palece together, he taking the King's written tommand
to Hikmat Beg to fors & Omhinei, and I returning to ay house
for luncheon.
16 At sbout .45 p.m. the Adting Pirector-Ueneral coff the
Minietry of the Interior rang me up to report that the Director-
Gonerel of Police hed received s letter from the General
Offioer-Comeanding, warning the Pollce not to reslst the
advaneing tioops; he nsked what reply should be sent. The
altuation wes & curicus cne, with no government in belng. I
Myeslf therefors instructed his to reply that the Cabinet had
regignod, that the Police wars ogoupled in iheir normal dutiss
of preaerving ordsr amomg the civil pojulatien of the city,
which wae calm. and that of courae they would not resjst the
King's loyal army. '
17, 1 then returned tc the Einigtry of tha Interiosr. I
@ew Hustom Boeg there for m mvment; he eald that hs had been
heaving & pomt ALCficult time with Fikusat Deg, bubt had finslly
prevailed on hin Ito coms to the Sersi. Boon sfter Hikmat Beg
comelinto my toom, 8vidantly very dleplessed.  {Actually what
had heppened was this. Whan Rustam Beg went to hie houae
Hikmat Bog had lesarned that the Xing had asnt Ja'far Panhs
out to the Army, Knowing the temper of the AFny he hed
realized th:t Ja'far was in grest denger; on the other hend
this -action hed made him suspeet that the Palmoe night be
‘doudle-groesing him,  He hsd therefors handed back the King'e
letter md refused to go on trying to form & pabinet. At that
" motent Ja'tar Challabi Abu Timman had come in and Hikmat Peg
. /nna
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had been induced by ths ooxbinad representetlions of the two
ta continual.

18. ¥Whille Hikmai Beg was with me the Acting Dirsoter-—
Gungral came in to report that the trcops had arriv&d.at the
outekirts of the city and wera teking wp poeiticne by the
bund beyond Nuri Pasha's house; he seked ror ordsra. Hikmat
Bep spredd his hande snd asked what that had to 2o with him.
I was therefore obliged to intervene agaln, apd askad the
Acting Director-General to eend for the Mutasarrif of Baghdad
ap the official responsible for the maintenance of law and
order in tha capital, W1tﬁ ﬁ view to his going out to meet
the Offiosr Commondlng the troopa. Hikmat Beg authorised me
tae add to my mesmege that ke would like to esteblish contact
with Generel Bexir 8idqi; to my great relief he algo promiged
tc igeue no goon Az poesible & proclamstion to the population
to go peecafully about thelr lewful occasiuns,.thus showing
that, in splte of his 1ll-humour, he wab intandiné to take
offioe.
19. At about 3,30 I sent the Mutmaarrif out to the troops
with 8 message to sey that Yesin Pacha'e cabinet had resigned,
and that Hikmat Bsg was already In ths Interior building forme
Ing a cabinel and would like to esmmunicate with General
Bekir Sidqgi.
20. AL 4 o"elock the Mutaasrrif returned to report thet he
had seen General Bekir S5ildql himaelf with about 85 lorpries,
cares, ebte. packed with troops cutefde the bund, and that he
had delivered his measgge; he sdded that, simulianccusly with
hingelf, four officers, including twe air-force officers, had
left to come into Baghdad.
21, A few minutea later Hikmat Beg came into my reom and
told me that he had se®n the four officara. {It seems that
until the last Bekir S51dqi remained suspiclous that Yagin
Fagha might ba decsiving him). He then disuusesd the com—
poaition of his cabinet. Apong other thinga he said that he
Swould
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would have liked to includs Nuri Pasha, but in the siroum
stances Mfuri was bound Lo refuse; he could therafore nod
expoge himaslf to a rstuff. He consulted ms sbout the
¥inister Tor Forajgn Affaire; I, locking st the mattsr,
prineipally from the internsl polnt of visw, said I thought
Naprat Beg a1l Parial would be a bettar chelce than Dr. Naji
al Asil, ajines he wes B former cablnet minlater, and more of
a public figura; eventually Nagrat Bag dealined snd Dr. Najl
received the portfolic. Jamil Madfa'i waa wleo kaked but he,
whils probising cooperstion, declined.
2. At 4.33 p.m. 1 hesrd clapping outside, snd General
Bekir 5idqi wae announced; Hikmst Beg returnad to his room
‘to recelive him.
£3. At 4,57 p.m, Hiknat Bag oame in again, very upset, teo
say that he had just receirved a report that Ja'far Pasha had
baen killed by an army officer. 1 wms afraid that hw waa
again going to refuse to accept office. But to ay great
relisf he left for tha Palmos soon after & o'clock; by 6.80
he wap bick and the cabinet had baen formed.
24, Hikmat Beg wis conetantly in and out of Wy orfise
betwesn three and fiva o'olpek, in the intarwile of eshinet
making andpther calls upom hip time. Hs was singularly calm
and cgllscted, and was veady to talk dhowt an¥thing.  He Te-
oulled the meny sonveracticns be had had with ma at various
times about the misgovarnment of Yaein Pashd's osbinet and him
prephacies of an uphenval. He smaphasis=d that he knew that
Irag oould not exiet without British support samd pilloried his
pradscsgaors for their disloyalty to the epirit of the ellianoa.
He ales told mwe, at thias early otags, that he would have all
tas Yapidls roleased as aoon ae I sould get the ligte prepursd,
25. Tha Civil Covermment having hesp aafaly Cormed, ay
immadlate cmese of enxiety no longer resained &nd I returned
to mr houas.
2B, Soon after dinnar I racaivad & talephons call aaking me
fto
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to go to the Epbaaby &t cnee.  ‘The Azbassador had recsived
newva of the dsath of Ja'fer Pasha from Nuri Pasha, who had
aleo stated that 1t was intended to kill Yaein Pashe, Rashid
Ali Beg and himself, and that, morecver, en informel court-
pnrtial wne oven then sitting in thes Ministry of Interior on
certain aray officers, and had already copdemned the Asaietant
Chief of Staff, The Ambassador asked me to see the new Prime
Minipter at once and give him the most explicit warninge of
ths dire constquences of sny further oulragee.

27 I rivat went to the Ministry of the Interior and found
it dessrted. I therefore went on to Himat Beg'e house at
Sulaikh and convayasd tha messags, I think no% leos vigorcualy

i A el ke R g U

then it had heen given. Hikuat Beg eaid that as regerds
Ja'far nobody more Tegretted it than he; he had slresdy told
us of his atiituode towards Furi whem dlacuaeing the eabinet,
and he had intended to £asll on him tha first thing in the
morning. Hea would never dream of allowing the othere %w
cone to harm, apd had mlrsady, since sunsst, had rellsble
police guards placed en the houses of all the sx-ministers as
wall aa on thopa of membars of the new ¢abinet. Ha would
send for General Pekir Sidgi immediately I had gone mnd impress
on him that there wes to be ne savagelng of anybody by
irresponsibla young off'issra. At the aame time he said that
he <¢ould not allew the sx-miniptere to stay to etlr up the
tribes sgalnat him. Hia own brother, Mahmd Fhawkat, had hed
his own weaknees 3o thank for his death. FHe had, For inatancs,
slready racailved from the Arfghen Minister for War, who hed
arrived that dey, & meesage gaying that he guite underatood
the ajituation, revelutions being nothing abnormal-in hia own
country, but asking what precautions he had taken sgainat a
rebound of the aame kind; that was alsmentary and come from a
man who knew fer less aboyt revolutjons than he hivaself did;
the lesst ha eould do wea to Inzist on their leaviﬂ'g the country,
though he new thet they would leave nothing undang to intrigue
Fagainet
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sgainst hin.  {Tha atery regsrding the inforaml court

nartiel, apd the Assiatant Ghief of Staff, alac proved to

" be 4 mysh).
%B. Eixmat Beg told me that night that tbha moment the
naw Nininter of Defence arrj.wd. thepext day hw proposed to
initiate arrangssents for the return of sll troops to their

normal etations.
- 89, I returned tc the Exbasay about ons o'clock and,

alftar informing the Ambagsador of what hed passed, returned
home towards two in the morning,

{1a}. CedvBW
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sRTISH EMBASSY, O ;j?
BAGDAD.

19th Junuary, 1947.

My doawr George,

The information about Bekr Sldgl eontoainud
in the lest paragruph of your lotter Ilo, & 7?95/1'119/
9% of Dencmber 3lst is confimmed hy Alr Imam;&mriors
hee. The intslligence branch tell me, in addition,
that it was through the epscisl recemmendation of
the British general ataff here that Bekr was given

his cermission in the Iragi amy in January 1921.
%w ey
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Noiq;é _ N 1_,.._._.‘5-“_ British Bwbasay,
(u60/t fuz) e _2596 | Bog dad.
i‘ ST T T 8th Xarch, 19u2.

Bir, v

In accordance with the instructions contalned in
Vigecount Halifax' circular dsspateh of the Uth Nowember, 1939,
I have the honour ¢o submit s review of events In Irag during

2. In the clesing paragraph of his review for 1940

Sip Basil Newton foreshadowed the relinqulehment of offlce by
Rashid All, who in despite of incressing preésures not only

from His aajesty's Dovernment but alee from the Regent and

from political slemente both within and without his own Gbinet,
had raintalned himpel 88 Prime Hinlater since April, Bupported
by the Army leedsrs (Colonels 5aleh-ud-Din Sabbagh, Kamil shabib,
Pahmi Said and Mahmud Salman, aljiss the "Golden Square”) he
continned during the month of Janusry to cling to power, while
Hurli 5aid, still 1n theory a mewber of the Cebinet although him
resignation wae in the hsnds of the Regent, strove to parausdes
hie collesgues thet the ship was Binking, and that they should
abandon it, Evestuslly, the continued Cirm attlitude of Hiw
KalJesty's Government end the obstraction of public buainees by
the Regent led to the reslgnation of Nali Sheukat, Minister of
Justice (published on the 25th Jenuary) and of Naji Suweial,
Miniater of Pinsnce (28th Jenuary), General Taha al Heshimi's :
resignation being slso extant, M5 reduoed the number of Ministers i
below the comstitutlohal wminlmum of 8ix. Reshid All, however,
flouted constituticnal precedent by refusing to resign epd
cosrced the Regent into signing decrees for the appointment of
four new Ministera - All Mehmud al Shaeikh Ali, Yunie Sebaxil, Kusa
Shahbandar and kuhemmad Ali Mahmud. #He must nonethelsss have
Teared she prospect of parliamentary criticism which had been
growing inereasingly outspoken, for he alsp maacesssfully
endeavoured by thrests of force to obtain the Regent'a signeture
to an Iradah dissolving the Chamber, At thia Juneture the Regent
prudently disappeared from Bagdad and took refuge with loyal
elemante of the Army at Diwaniyah, whers he also had the support
of the itribea. Faced with this impases and lacking the full

support even of his own Cabinet, Reshld All eventua?l
on the 3lat January, * 1r resigned

3. On the }st Fabruapry Gsaeral ™aha, ¥ho had follcowed tha
Regent by air to Diwaniyah, acceptad an invitation to form &
oovernment, The claims of Jamil Medfal and All Jeoudat, the foel
of resistance in Parlisment to Keshid Ali, who had proceadsd by
CAF, B8aM to have baen outweighed by the Regent's bellef that
Guneral Tehe could control the Arny, for whose entry lato politics

- he had besn a0 largely responsible; the chenices of Jemll kadfal
beling able to do so were certainly slepdsr. In forming his
Csbinet Genorsl Taha retelned two members of Rashid Ali's taan,
Umar Nedhmi, who teok owar the Minilstries of Interior and Justice,
and Badiq Bassam, who rewnined Kinister of Bducaticn ; the new
Minlsters ware Taufiq Suwaldi (Foreign Affeirs), All Mumtasz {Pinance
and Gommunicatlons}, Abdul Kahdi ({Boonomics)] end Hemmdi el Pachmahi
(Secisl affairs), the portfolic of defence baing retained by
General Teha himeelf,

L. In some ways the new Govemment sntered upon office
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ‘ ungar
m .0, M.P,,

ote., ete., ata.
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under favourable auspices, for the behavlour of Rashid All had
apouged considerable oppeditlon in clrclea which, while not
necessarily pro-British, had viewed with spprebensicn the
ectivitiss of the "Golden Squaps” and bahind them of the ex-KMultl.
whe Prime Ministe® wae well received in Parlliement when he made

his matement of policy and took the cccasion to rafute some of the
accusations contsined in Rashid Ali's letter of realgnation,
{neluding that of Coreign interference in Iragl arfeire. He was
unfortunately not the msn to desl with the fundamental lsiues

which could no longer be brked. It was perhaps his ho?e that tha
mere departure of Rashid All would satisfy Hie Majesty's Government;
\f B0, he wae speedily disabused, snd the forthrighi language held
Ty Preeident Roosevelt's emlismary, Golonsl Donoven, when he

visited Bagdad oo the 12th Februery cannct but have lmpreseed him
with the Aeterminetion of the United States t0 support great
Britain. Thepe were minor improvemsnta, it ig true, for aXsmplae
in the tone of the press, baot desplte my predecessor's repaatad
Zepressntations General Toha remained resolately irrasolute in
regard to any attecpt to eetablish Anglo-Ireql relationa on a
setisfaotory basis. A weak character end the slave of hie past, hie
perscnal desires (8ssuming them to hsve been on the right linea} and |
the influence of his more energetle¢ Foreign Minieter could not declde;
him to brave the antsgonism of Rashld All and of that Army ollqus
which, having created it =3 & meana to his own ends, he had had the
martification of #seing turn against him. To. ¢oncilliate Heshld
Alil (whom he actuslly consulted on him statement of policy).
perliament (where incressingly outspoksn criticlsmm was belng
Jevelled at Rashid Ali and the Army ih politica)} and Eis Kejesty'a
Govsrmment {who were no longer dloposed to be eaccommadating) wae

an lmpoeeible fest even for an Iragl politiclen, ™he plain words
which you spoke 0 Taufiq Su.eidl when he flew to eee you 1n Cailro
on the 7th March and the Regent's insistance o actlion egainst the
"Golden Squers® scem finally to Kave determined Genepal Tsha to
pasitive aotlon,

Sa {m the 26th March oprders were 1gssued for the trensfer of
Colonel Kamil Shablb from Bagdad to Diwaniyah and for the rempwal
¢f Coloneél Salah-ud-Din Sebtbagh'e headquarters Irom Bagdad to .
Qareghen, 'The officeprs, supported by thelr two apcoclietes, refused
ta obey, end Genersl Tahe wab unable, or o0 irresclute, to enfores
the oprder, Ae B weaX compromise he pressed the Hegent to accept an
spolegy from the four officers for thelr conduct in January, which

- wam ta be pegarded as closing that incident. His Highness' refuesal
to do 8o (though in the absence of support he agread, when 14 waa
alrsady too late) must be held to have precipitated events. 0On the
evening of the lst April the Golden Square pelzed, without
encéountering resistance, military control of Bagdad and foprced

the Prime Kinister to indite his resipnation. M™heir intention to
force the Regent to acoept thie resignetion [or eliminate him 1f

h# refuged, in preparation for which they are said 1o have been
forsarmed with a danth ecertificate) snd reinstate Rashid All was
frustrated by e second hegira, thie time via the United States
Legation end Habbaniye to Bsars, Without the Regent there eculd be
ne legel change of Government, and the pomitich wse thue atill
Tluid when I sprived in Bagdad cn the 2nd April to tuke up my
dutliea, Qencral Taha wan not, however, tho man to attompt any
@position to the rebals, who lost no time in consolidating theisr
podition, ‘he Regent, lndeed, had hoped tc be Able to reasssrt
hilmself in Baera, but the Awiy there turned againet him, snd he

had ta teke refuge in u Bririch gunboat, togother with Jamil Medfas
ond Ali Jowdst; they were latsr conveyed to Feleatine by asropiana,

6
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6. Although Bashid Ali, with the kufti at his elbow, had

been the protagonlst of rapprochement with the Axis powers snd

woe recognicad by the latter as their principal tool in Ireq, it

is significant that the Army now publlcly took the Initiative,

It wep by proclamation over the sigmature of General Amin Zaki, i

Ghief of the General 8taff, that a Hgovernment of NHational Lefencs

wee egt up and ite provismional direction entrusted to Kashld

Al1l: sni the High Defence Gouncll which was consfituted canaintad

of the Chief of the General Staff and two othur officers 1n sddition
to the "Oolden Square" Ba Bgainet only three clyiliens - Rashid

All, Yopnue Sabawi snd Ali Wahmud. In the light of later eventa it
mey reasonably be concluded thet the rebel Government waa tha
Govarnment, of the 0olden $quare, snd not a Government of Rashid All
relying on the unquailfied support of the Army, As a politician

of prectised cunming with a consldersble following he wee certalnly
morm than & figurchead; as sach a politicien, indeed, he waa -
tndigpansable, but at the Same time far from all rtul, = 'The
exact shape of Azia plans for utilielng Rashid All ean at preeent

te only & matter of speculation, bot the coup A'tint seems st

least to have been precocions. From the first Rashid Ali 414 hia
vest to play for time,  Frow the first he was scrupulous to

graawt tha coup a8 a purely internal matier, to invest the
élection” BY & Toreibly convenad Aseenbly of & new "Regent" in

the person of Sherif 3haraf, a poor relatlon of the roysl family,
with the grestest pesajble semblamce of legality, and to profess

to me =~ at first through intermedisrice end subsequently in peraon ~
his ardent wish to implement the Anglo-Iragl Treaty both in letter
and in spirit. The Cabinet which he gatheared rouwnd him conaisted ~
of Mupe Shahbtendsr, Hajl Shaukat, Najl Suwaidi, Ali Mahmud, Rauf
Bahrani, Yunus Sabawi, Hessen Balmen and duhermad All Hehmod,

Ta In retrospect our exchangan 1n the firet twg weeks of
April saem strangely irreleévent, almost unreal. No doubt Reshid
411 hoped agalnaet hope thet protestationsa end promlsse would once
again lmpome uponm the creduloga Britiesh until German and Itallan
military Bupport could becoms effective, His policy suited rs
well for 1t wee of great lmportsnce that we should have a respita
for the matuwring of car plane. The landing of a British force

af BEasra was feaped frou the first, thaugh the Goldent Sguare Beel
0 bave had agaic confidence in thelr ability to frastrate this and
made thelr dizpositions to do so. Ko opposition was, howsver,
offercd ot the 13th April to the arrival, of which only the very
brlefest notice was given, of the cruiser H.K.5."Emerald" at Dasra,
On the same day X recelved news of the despatch of Britilsh troops
1o Besra in order ¢ open up - by force Af need bea - the line of
cormunicntion to which we had & tremty right, Becrecy wad preserved
for =0 lang as pozsible, snd 1t was not mtil the avening of the
16th April that I informed Rashid A)l that airborme troope were doe
on the following day end B coavoy of seaborne trovps on the 18th,
He recelved the news without epparent perturbation end promptly
sgreed t0o afford Bll feollitles, only sxpreseing the hope that in
retern Hia Majesty's Government would be apeedy to accord to the
naw ime the recognition which +hey had so far withheld, He

carcied sroy leaders with him, Instrictions wers sent to Hoera not

to offer resietence, and the arriwval of the tr
incident. ! oops took place without

8. Whatever may neve becn Rashid AlL's intentions (end hie
porsistence in me=king resognitlon ergues that for the time being
he gesired to avert ap open breach) the Golden Equare were full of
confidence, I was inforwed ofTicially thet the disenberkation

of further foroes would not be peraltted mntil those who hed lended

bad
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sosed through the eountry. When, oo the 28th April, the
22:121.1-1 af F‘orci‘;i Arfalre weare notifled of the forthcoming
arpival of three further ships esarpying Mmen belonging to the .
rormatlons alresdy landed, thies deciaton was mmintained snd later
confirmed to ma by Raehid All. Eis attitude at our mesiing was
indesd S0 menacing that I declded ¢n the Lmmediste evacuntion
of Dritish wemen and chlldren snd received from him e promlse
that they would be allowed to leave the country in safety. The
next afternoon they were conveyed to Hebbeniye with the help of
the Iragl awthorities but that seme night-the novement of
conslderable Iragi forees to poslticns commending our air base
at Hebbeniya began end at dewn on the end May the Alr Officer
Commanding was compelled to attack,

Fu rhis movement of Iraql troops alsc dsclded me 10 put

into sotion the pre-arrafiged plan for the protection of tha
remaining British subjects in Bagdad snd glagwhare, Accordingly

on the 30th April, all male British subjects and the faw remaining
lpdies were concentrated £ither in the Embasay grounds or, thanks
to the generous co-operation of the late Nir. Paal Knebenshue, in
the {nited Stetes Legatlon: a humber of British sybjects who haid
come into town from outlylng districts Joined us, a2 did alao

a few friendly neutrals. His dajesty's Conaul at losul was .
simultancously warned of the situation snd he succeeded ln gathering
the greater psrt of nid scattered colony within the limited
precinets of the Consulate. Throughout the manth of Kay over

three hunared snd Pifty British subjects were housed and Ted in

the Embassy, over one hundred and fifty 1n the Dnitad ftates
Legation mbd gbout cne hundrad 1n His Majesty'a Conenlate a® Kosul.
A comparetlvely smell number of British subjests in the outlying
districts were apprehended end internsd elther locally or in
Bagdad. They met with varylng treatment which in somes cRAES wHS
1nexciBably bad and celled for reprasentations. So far as the
Embaesy and the Legation were ccheerned, 1 em happy 4o Bay that,
ppart frow & natural anxiety, the Hpternasd” ware of geod heart,
and secmed none the worse fur the experlence, but at Habbaniysh
many of the women snd children were subjected to the bonbardment

of the Iregl foross For seversl daye and the serodrome wae baing
fired upon when thay were asgsembling for avacuation by sir to
Eanra. In spite of this, their svacuation wes effocted without
opeualties. )

10, Iraqi resistence was unexpectedly vigorous, end, though 1t
cennot be sald that the country &s & whole rose in arms "to defend '
ites independence® (ms Bagdad brosdeants ¢laimed) fer the active
support given by the iribas wes negligible, feeling in™ th& $wnid

ren high in eupport of the wovement, Fortinately, the material
asgiotance which Germany and Italy could supply, belng then hesvily
sngaged ln Greece end later in Orete, was very iimited, Smali numbers
of tachnical persennal &rrived in the country, some few asroplsnen
wepe aont snd the Vichy anthorlties in Syrla wers induced to
daspatch some war material. After some anxloue daya the measurs

of the Iraql forces on the "Western Pront® was taken, and our

troops who had advanaed from Palestine were repuleed sech tlme by

the brondceet war cowmmunlgues at shorter ani shorter distances from
Begdad. ©n the 29th XAy Rashid Ali, his colleagues, the Golden
Square ond seme few of thalr moet promiment esupportsra fled from
bagasd and crossed into Iran; the Germane mnd Italiens had pravicusly
gone nerth to Moeul whenee they retired to Syria whem the movemant
collapaed. <Yunus Sabawl, left Behind in Pagded es mllitary Governor
to organise the final resistance, found it prident aftsr 8 fow hours
of officeé to follow tha others to Tahran, Bnd on the 30th Hay a

tomporsry
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[} "oommittee of Internal Securlty” eued for an armistice.
;etg??;:lj‘.n?ceased on the 3lat May, and on the following worning the

Regent was ceremonielly welcomed back teo Bagdad. His Royel Highness,

1though eccowpanied by Jamil Madfal, All Jaudst, Nurl Sald and
‘Baud gimri‘.}mﬁm npt succeed for forty-eight hours in constituting
8 government, during which tims the rebble of Bagdad, actively
ameistsd by sections of the army and police, were able to indulge

in the favourits Arab pestimss of rapine and pillage; meny Jéwa wene
nurdered or wounded end mach comuercial property looted before order

waa restopred.

it. After mush persusslon Jamil Madfzi was induced to form &
Cabinet, t¢ which he appointed Ali Jsudaet, suastafs al Uma.ri.,'.‘.ralal
Baban, Ibrahim Xemsl, Nasrat al Farisi, Ridha Shebibl and Ja'fer
Hamudi; Nuri Said, ms a yoteatiel embarrasament, was packed eff ag
¥inister to cairo. The new administeation fell in readily enocugh
. with the denldepata of HiB Najlesty's Government, sgreeing to the

stetloning of British treops anywhersa in Irag for the duraticon of tha

wap, to the aptablishment of & censorehlp, to British military
partieipation in the control of Basra and to the expulelcn of the
Italian Legation. In thia reapect thair intentlione were good, and,

although Airfficultiss arese from time to time over minor pointa, they

proved co-operstive snd helpful, Jamil Wadfai and hie ocolleagues,
howevar, scemed unsble to hendle the internal situation with which
they ware confreanted, When they cems to power the tribae, on the
whole, ware guiet, and the support of the Xorde, wvho wers atirring
fitfully, would have hean won over by the satlsfaction of nome of
their grisveénces, T™e army, discredited with the publilc, had not
pecovered from B sound drubeing, The snemy propaganda machine waa
aisarganieed. Rapid end drastic sction ageinel known Axle

pympathisers and partisans of Rashid Al1 could have been caprried out
without riek of oppesition; and arh action would heve gone far towards

convinelng tha large body of tlne servere that 1t was prudent to

identily themgelves with the demgoratic cpuse, JIn fact, howsver, the

Kadfai cebinet scted as though the evente of May had been comperseabla

to any of the nthar cgupa d"atat by which one government had succeeded
% of King Palssl I - one nmofs lamentables episode

anothear eince the des
over which it wes c¢haritable to draw s decent vell, & nurber of
Paleatinlan end Syrian teachers, long an undesirable elzment, were

indeed disuiesed; but Iragl offenders, whather in the service of the

Vit

state or not, were sp tenderly handled es almost to glve the impression

that the Cabinet themselves lent belief to Raphid A11i'a promise to

be beck eshortly with a German army. Nor 414 the Anglo-Sovist advance
into Pereia (which lad to the capture of thres members of the Golden

Square &nd some of the rebel government, though Rashid All and the

Kufti emcaped) seem to heerten them sppreciably, Insvitably the zeal

of the Wotaparrife and other responsible officlals flagged, when
Ministare themeslves intsrceded on behalf of the worst offendera;

inevitably, too, anti-Britieh propagends grsw in volume end in force,
even though at fthe same time our own propeganda was belpng organleed on

8 vastly lncrcased scale. The publicetion of notlees calling upen

Reshid AL and the other rebe] lesders %o raturn for trial and dilatory

preparaticns for the opening of a concentration camp at Fae dtd little
to impress the public wlth eny increass of firmess on the part of the

sdministration, though the arrast of three troublemaksrs I'rom the

Southern Euphrates aree, chief among them being Shelkh Abdul Wahid, hed

6 salutary offect in that part of the covntry.

12, tne member of the cabinet, Ibrehim Kewal, was Sutspokenly
impatient with the vacillationa «f his ceclleagues and eventually
reslgned early in Septemker. Jamll Madfal found himself inable to

carry on much longer in office, but agreed to do ao until the Regent

could Brrenge for a muccesass, From the Britlsh point of wiew
Ibrahim Kemal sppeared the most setlefactory candldate, but proved

unabls
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aneble to form & ¢abinet, FEventually Huri Sajd was summoned back
from Ceire end on the 9th Oetober conatituted his cabinet, conslating
of Salih Jabr [Acting Minister for Forelga Affairs in addition to
being the rirst Shia kinister of the Interior), All umtez, Abdul
iehdl, $ediq Bassem, Tahain All, Amin Zekl end Jemal Baban: Hurl
retaining the portfolic of Defence Himgalf, This was & stronger
team than at rirst secmed likely, snd, while not entlrely compoted
. of harmonious elements end in eplte of rumours of dimsension, 1t
remainsd ostensibly united at the close of the year, thongh Amin
Zeki had osesed to attend to public business owing to peraistent
i1l health. The Prime Winlzter bafore hls eppolntment promised me
full co-operation and announced hie determination to pursue e
vigoroué policy.

13. In the implementsation of the Anglo-Iraqi alliznce L¢ muat be
recorded thet the present administration heve been exemplary, They
heve raiped no Aifficultiss over acceding to eny of the requeste of
eur military authorities, even though performance, in csses where {us,
for example, the requisitioning of lend end bulldlngs) legislatlon
16 nesded,has tended to lAg behind promise. The Prime kinlster
further indicated his desirs to ses the Iregl army mllotted a definite
. rfie 4n the defenee of the country agalnét a German atteck, to . which
Hia Kajeaty's Covernment agreed. In internul affairs, too, he hee
[ah:ﬂm himeslf more vigorous then hie predecessor, A cohslderable-
nurber of the more virulesntly anti-British officlels and othara were
conaigned io the concentratlon camp at Pae, some belng leter
trensfarred *0 g hew and leas sccegaible comp &t Salman 1n the desart.
T™he icng overdue reform of the Ministry of Educatlon was puehed on
with no 1little enargy, and, et the end of the year, negotiziionm ware
in progress to obtain the perv¥lces of Professor Hamley to assist in
the work of Teorgenisstion. llore power was pnt inte the henda of
some of the Britleh offieclsle, notably in the Polire., Finally, Rurl
PerRonally ook in hand the reform of the armmy; conscriptlon {alwnya
wmpopular with the trives) 18 belng relapxed opuigide the towna, the
aventual alm being that hulf the Other Ranks shall be volanteers;
the weeding out of undeslrable gfficers is Iu progress, though it
mey be gquestioned whether &ritl-Britleh procliivlities are here the real
touchatone and whether Nurl in certain casee is not primarily concemed
with safeguarding his own position, At the enc ol November the triale
of Kashld All, hie cabinet, the Golden Square and the Chief of Guneral
Staff of the time wore begun in cewera before a allitary court but had
et bean concluded bafors the end of the year; indisaetions ware that
the sentences would be esetliefactorily eevers. Tt would be foolish to
miggeat that 1n three monthe of office Hurl Saild had succeedad in
udoing the harm of ysaers or that he had even sericoely interfered with
the subterreneen spate of Nezl intrigue and propaganda, parilenlaply
in the towns, which Jemil Madfal's supinensse had alloved to regather
volame Ln thée eurmer: thsat there ware not atill at large many dangercus
wen fram the British polnt of view becmuse they wepe protected by this
minister or that, or even by the Prime liniater himself. Heverthelése,
an important start bad teen msde, sAnd 1% may be snticipated that Nurl
Jrid wil) continue his efforte, Outaide the towna, British influance
i;:; 2&_:}; Btﬁg‘:?en;d hy the \{n;ﬁ og oy poligical advieory ataff,
ry notable improvenen the epsl stmosphem
over the last si% monthe of tha year, &en There wos achioved

1L, A esrlously disturbing feature of the Iragl meene at tha

end of 1941 wae the eéconomic situstion. For naaﬂyq'r.wo yedrs the
imyact of wep on the economle etpuciure of the sbuniry hed vesn of

the slighteet, ™e period July te December witngssed a grave
deterioretion; a bad wheat harvest, restriction of imports in generpl
and the virtuzl cessation of Jepanese imports in particular, the large
increase in purchasing power resulting from local expenditurs hy -

the
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the British forces, led lnevitably to a great rise ia the price of
almost every commodity, accompenied by wholesale profiteering,
apecelation and hoarding. &Seaplts growlng popular cutcry the
administration appeared lncepable of coping with the sttuntion, '
Anti-hoarding legislaticn of & wild charactar was indeed promulgated,
but 1ittle uee appeaprs to have heen mads of 1t} price fixing for e
~ few commodities was dacread but not effeactively enforeed alter the
Tirst week, EIforts to epeure the supply of bhreed {the only
espential of life in Iraq) at resscnable prices to the pocrer classas
hed not overcoms the difficulties by the end af the year. Stepe
wera, however, teken to ¢ontrol existing S8tocks of wheet end to
obtain supplies from abroad with the help of His Mejeaty's OQoverament.
Neo steps were taken to deal with the fundamental problem of draining
off surplue purchasing power; indeed, it waB nalvely hoped that Hie
kajesty B Government would grant & losn tc cover the antieipated
budget deficit and thus further incresse the volume of purchaing
power and accelerate the upwerd movement of prices, mhs inhsrent
uncancern of Iragl polltieclans for the people of the country and the
faot that many 1n high places are among the most arrent profiteers
and heoarders deo not foreshadow the adoption of & mound econcomic
© polley, without which British assletance in such matters o8 the supply
of wheat loses much of its practical value though remaining ussmul

in the fleld of propaganda, Whether the situation will deteriorate .
8o Tar 46 to lead to wildespresd civil disturbances remains o matter
of sonjecture, but the outlook in thie respect a8t the end of 191" wan
hardly reassuring, though some vicarions comfort might ba derivea :
from the faet that populsr ressntment in this instence was directed
mainly ageinst thoza who were in fact pesponsible and iy fitfully
against ourselves, It 18, however, to be hoped that the engagement
of a British supply eapert ané other meseures of recrganlisation will
r“ui: in effective atiention being given to theas grave end urgant
guestlions, .

1 have ths hohour to he with the highest raspest,
Bir,

Tour most cbedient, humble Servant,
e

fonahmet 2O
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