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‘ - Kurdish Rebellion.
gt 11_‘ 2497/ 1091/ 1< | Refers to Constantinople dospetch No. 304 of 15th,
1 A ERL April (E 2358/194/44). Sheikh Sald, leader of .revelt, :
- Jrort -1 has been arrested with certain other Sheikhs and some i}
D Dindsay., followers. He- is to be tried before Independence t
- L ntinople. - Tribunal at Diarbekir, and will no doubt be executed. . S
B X Transmits report on position by iajor Harsnc. Angora .
telegrams state that British instigation of revolt is |
el 22nd Apls 1926 proved, but accusations appear to refer to Period of
et X 1919 end 1920. Constantinople paper "Tanin' has been i
w ligetry] 27th Apv1926.] suppressed and Hussein Jshid arrested. Assembly dealt: :
’ with question of Eastern Vilayets on 20th April and 1 R
i rkey . olicy is one of repression and modification of : :
O '.I‘u kd}.r ) g@“,ini.s,tr&tlon.,__. p A W O i
T vt Paper. : (Alinnter,) . B |
E 4392 . The entlosure does not add much to, what
: References. we knew, and need not be read. The few remaining -
rebel centres appea‘x;'to.haye been captured. Y
The extreme ‘severity oi" the- Turkish
: measures of repression may téﬁ;porarily bieak the
(lgn.m;‘ spirit of rebellion, but it will probably produce a i
. “Printed ) : ; Y Dot 256
-uf\|l~t~1 ) good deal of future hostility to Turkish rule on the Y
itlnk sucdpmcegd ) "1 5 s o B : |
“tlack il e pert of the remeining Turkish Kurds, and this may
+ (How disposed of.) ~ ¥ . o . e ¢ o
i ‘_{7 6 e . eventually complicate the situation on the Irak S e
: Cian. 3 k. Efrontier,: - """ ! ¢ et
i T ] - LBut 1t 748 ¢lear fhét .the present ﬁolicy 1s
: ' not aimed even primarily at the Kurds. et o Sy
: - Qy: Copises Gy).,_ s : g,
i b . k . A\'..M»\Az\’..\, i S g S
| St We o E w2 S
; T ’/\'2,3 o4 .v,,_g._ s g i
(Action (Index.) °
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Ciravldabed to Lhe Cabinck by diraclion o'i’

Whe Secrcinxy of Shots. fon T8 mmi. 5 s
[This Document is the Properly of His Britannic M:’\je(s?}}'s']C%’e'rn'ﬁl'cnt‘.5]"““35-

No. 8.—~ARCHI§[ES. 114
TURKEY. [Mareh 2, 1925.]
CONFIDENTIAL . skeriox 1,
{E 1229/1091/44) No. 1.

Mr. Lindsay to ‘Mr. Austen Chamberlain.—(Received Mdrch 2.
(No. 154.)
Sir, Constantinople, Februwary 24, 1925,
CONSTANTINOPLIE was surprised to learn on Thursday last from the papers
that lsmet Pasha had been summoned to Augora (rom his retirement at Ialki; and
“that he was Lo start the next day. Bveryons lost himsell in conjectures as to the -
venson ol the journey and the prevalent opinion was that some sort of Cabinet erisis -
hanl broken out, The Pasha reached the capital on Snturday the 21st and was met at
tha stalion with wnusual demonstrations of allection by the President of the Republie,
who took him steaight offf to Coankaya -to o confercnce.  Somu significance was
attached. to the fact that Lethi Bev, the Prime Minister, and some ot his Cabinet
eolliagnies were not present to meet Ismet Pashi at the stabion. g
The true reason of the sudden journky was that the President wished to consuls
hin ex-Urime Minister abont the insurrcetion of Genj, in regard to which the Govern-
ment hivl ohserved great reticence, only giving out sufficient news to arouse interest
i exeite the suspicion thae allaivs might be more serions than was admitted. Evén
now ollicial news vegarding the movement is in general of a veassuring nature and it is
always stated that the military dispositions taken are such that the suppression of the
revall within a lew days is certain.  Bo that as it may, martial law for one month has
been declared in the south-castern vilayets of Turkey (Genj, Mush, Arghana, Dersim,
Diarhekr, Mardin, Ucla, Siverck, Seghert, Bitlis, Van and the Kighi and Khinis Cazas
of Pzernm and Hakkiael).  The Assenbly's vatification of this action is certain.
3. The movement bas taken place in aremote region in the very centre ol Asin
Minaw, and in deinult of any reliable oflicial information as to what has veally hupponied,
I attanch o note summarising the varions veports printed in the Turkish press. It is
slear rom these that Sheild Said's movement has assumed considerable. dimensions and
that it is quite beyond the pewers of the loenl forcey to master it-—indeed, some of the
greadarmerie have joined the rebels.  As to its causes, the papers frecly state that .
_Murcign intrigue (meaning British) bas been at work, but il is also clear from their |
reports that the mainspring ol action is veligion and Kurdish nationalism. .1 hear a
story of Sheikh Said having said that Tslun has been the sole bond of union between
'l'urfc and- Kurd, and that the Turks having broken it, tho Kurds must now ensure their
own {ukure,
% 4. This is the first open movement by other than mere individuals against the
“laie™ tendencies ol thy present Turkish régime, and as such it hay wmade a doup
\dmpression on-opinion in general. Thero is, howover, no indigation as yot thab the
vevoltowill have wny fue-reaching political consoquenses, 1L has boen said tht Tsimoet
Pashiac wished martinl law o bo extended to Constantinople and to Crelizond and. that
Fetii Bey was opposied Lo Lhis, hul, the report thad a Cithinol erisis wis imponding is
denienl.Tnosueh nomadter as this the differonce bebween the two would only be as to
how far Lhings should be pushed o the one path of repression.  With the exceplion of
the handful of reactionaries in the Assembly the polivicinus of modern Turkey are too
little souchod by any personal feclings of religion to feel any sympathy with Sheikh
Said's insuerection. 16 is saiil that the leaters of the Progressive party have been in
conversation wigh the Governmenr and it is lJikely that their support of the Govern-
went’s measures” has been sceared in some way. It s voticeable also that the
“Tevhid-i-Bekiar,” the Conservative and Islunic newspaper, though it sympathises
always with the cause of religion, has deplored the eflort to re-cstablish it by way of -
revoltl, Sheikh Said’s movement is probably alreadya source of. embarrassnient lo the
Government, but however widespreal the sympathy with his ideas may: be* among
individuals, the general divection of Turkish jnternal politics .cannot be’ pected to -
change unless the revolt assumes an even wider extension than riovgdppears probable,
el nnless seriouy disatlection shows itself in the armny. B o &
5. 1 am sending  cipy ol this despateh "to 1Tis Majesty's High” Commissioner for
Irak at Bagdad. o ) R T T
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?
Press Summanry, February 24, 1925,

Al Dress (A AL).—Cabinet decision to proclaim mariial law in castern provinces,
(French papers.) . )

“Tanin” and: “Loyhid telegrams state that People's party extvemists will
jropoese proclamation of martial law at Trebizond and Constantinople, as religious
propaganda is involved in Genj revolt. A ccording (o *“ Vakt” and ** Vatan " telegrams,
mactial Jaw area will be further extended.  Cabinet meeting, attended Ly Mustafa
Kemal and l)resideut of General Stafl, discussed Genj incident. .This morning People’s
party will discuss the measures talen by the Government, and n the afternoon the
Assembly will discussithe Prime Minister's letber regarding the proclamation of martial
law, though papers take it for granted that martial law in eastern vilayets is an
accomplished fact.  Minister of Tntorior stated to the press . . . . that the conspirators
had prepaved o generad revolt, which was to e begun at the end of March, and that
the outhreak had beon due Lo various fictors, such as Sultanate, Caliphate, Sherviat and
resclionary propaganda by ason of Aldul Hamid,  Most papers state. that Sheikh Said
has about 7,000 en.: " Tanin * and “Tovhid telegrams state that Sheikh Suid
distributed  proclamations hy‘Axr_rggg:.g__(g_lfhj}riLiﬁ]l_.}_crop]m'ms, stating that the Turkigh
Government lsads women o prostitution, uucom-;;;?cs atheism, expelled the Caliph,
that Sheilkh Said s acting on Lehalf of religion and morals, that an independent
Kurdistan will be formed, and that the ex-Caliph will be restored. Stated that Sheile
Said's forces have occupied Pulu,  * Valep” telegram states that spread of{ the revolt
bas been prevented. Large units are approaching the disaftected area and the:Silvan
and Hazro (ribes are acting against Sheikh Said. [t js established that the Genj
revolt was the resalt of foreign propaganda.  Sheikh Sajd’s men, who are ighting the
Turkish advance guards, are groups of 300-350 men. * Valt” goes on to say that
the Genj incident is very important, and that it is on lavger scale than was realised,
Sheik Said §is a Zoza Kurd and a Nuksbbendi: sheikh, and numerous villages have
joined him, I <

Kinzim Kara Bekir Pasha, Reouf and Adnin Beys visited Tethi Bey in connection
with the Genj revolt. Following the explanabion, the Progressive party met and
discussed the situation (" Vatan”). “Vatan” stabes that the situation is not serious,
and that the question will be sebiled shortly. A fow months ago Sheikh Said was in
Constantinople. He is a native of Palu, very rich and influential, but ignorant. e
revolted against the Government project to establish a stable admivisbration in thogo
regions. A

“Jumhuriet” states that there is nob the slightest doubt that the revolt is the
result of foreign instigation. It will, however, be orushed shortly, as Government
forces are arriving. g S ’

Angora Telegrams.—TLatest information stales that the rebels are besieged. Stated
thit o mission of Deputies will leave for the disaflected areas, At the bﬂgilming the -
revolt was of a reactionary nature. Some of the local gendarmes joined the rebels,
stating that they relused to fire against their comrades. At frst the Government
thought that the revolt could be crushed by local; forees, but within the last fow days
the rebels have inereased in numberas a result of propaganda. Tho ignorant people
have been deceived by Said, teacher Fakhei and Nevress, 2 S §

“ Vatan."—Angora telegram deseribes influence of sheikl in Kurdistan. The
revoll is partly due to the had provincial adwinisteation,  When sanjaks became
vilayets, incapable people became Valis and could not direct the aflwirs. Sheikl
Abdullah, of Genj, und Halid Bey, chiclof the Chivan tribe, have joined Said. _

“Lovhid” (leading).-— el Bey his been most unlucky. At a time when there
were all sorts of differences among the Turks,” it wits - defiance of (fate for Lethi to
promise stability,  The whole countey is sullering froin vervousness.  No stability can
beestablished il the lutest startling events continue, ~ The economic crisis will continue.
If present excess of excitements continues, some day the whole country will ‘ﬂy into a
panic when the slightest incident takes place. The Administration must do its best, it
does, not matter bow, to-establish stability and peace of mind,

“ Vakt" (leading article).—Anxiety growing. Fear similar to that when Indepen-
dence Tribunal was sent here. Only last year country was at peace, but now there ig
revolt at Genj. ~Situation will be cleater to-morrow. .” The aims of the Government are
to crush the revolt and to prevent unother outbreak.
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Mr. Lindsay to Mr. Austen Chamberlain.—(Received March 9.)

(No. 178.  Confidential.) -
Sir, Constantinople, March 3, 1925. .-
IN my despatch No. 154 of the 24th February T had the honour to report the v

~development of the Kurdish rebellion which, breaking out at Ghenj, had suddenly -
asswied important proportions. = It is extremely difficult to state exactly what 1=
happening.  All news comes from Augom, and as there are no correspondents in !
the eastern provinees, it all originates from official sources, and can hardly command <
confidence, and of course there are countless rumours afloat, the value of which it Lt
is still more difficult to assess. It is clear that the centre of the rebellion lies along

the valley of the Murad Su and throughout the mountainous region to the south
(Dijeh, Haini, Pivan, Arghana). North of the valley, Khinis and Ghenj are in revolt, %
and there is fighting at Chimishghezek further west. The important Kurdish™ -
sheikhs of Dersim are said to have sent loyal assurances, but the report, or the -
sincerity of the protestations may be doubted. Kharput, in the western bend of the
Murad i3u, was certainly entered by the rebels; apparently the authorities fled, hut

the tribesmen began to loot, and the townsmen, aleaded by a man who is bitterly 2
opposed to the present régime, expelled the invaders. Turning further east, there is : o
very little news from Mush, and none whatever from Bitlis and Van; one can only = - ( : 3
suppose that communication of any sort with these regions 1s impossible. TFurther
north, ou the Black Sea coast, it is known (see Mr. Knight’s report enclosed mmy FL 3
despateh No. 138 of the 18th February) that the Government has no friends in the - d '
Trebizond region; an outhreak there would be a very serious matter; but though
there is no news of anything having happened, there has been. pressure on the
Government to proclaim martial law in the district as a precautionary measure. At
the moment of writing this has not been decided on definitely, though the change of .-
Cabinet malkes it more likely._. .. e S :

2. Lvery day almost the papers report the activities of aeroplanes against the .- |
insurgents, and a considerable movement of. troops is in progress against them. Five ™ St
divisions are to attack the rchellion from the south, and from the north the Sivas TR ' I
and Jirzinjan corps are to move as soon as the weather allows. I beg to enclose ° ]
herewith a report by Major Harene, military attaché to this mission, giving full . el N
details both of the rebellion and of the military measures taken with a view to its - T
suppression, ’ % v

3. As regards the causes and nature of the rising, there is at present no reason - !
to modify the suggestion put forward in my despatch No. 154. The movement is |
religious. national and anti-republican, though it cannot be said how much each i
of these contributes to the general result. It is widely said here, and generally -

believed at Angora, that Selim Effendi, a son of Sultan' Abhdul Hamid and now in
exile at Beirut, it put forward by the Kurds as the head of the movement, or even
as a prospective King of Kurdistan. Another cause of the insurrection mentioned .
frequently is the deterioration in the general standard of administration. brought .
_about by the change of system which the Nationalist Government has introduced. -
The large vilayets of olden days have been broken up and each sanjak has become
a separate province, the vali of which receives his orders direct from Angora: The -,
extra centralisation thus produced causes added delay, and the new type of vali is i
said Lo be more tyrannical, inefficient and incapable of controlling the population ' i
than the old Governors-General. g

4. In the political field the first action of the Gtovernment, simultanconsly with =
the proclamation of martial law, was to introduce into the Assembly new draft
articles to the law of treason, and they have duly been enacted. They make any "= .70
person liable: to penalties varying from death to two years’ imprisonment, who'shail -~
exploit religious sentiment for political purposes. Administrative measures have
also been taken to curb the possible excesses of language of preachers in the mosques. -
the preaching licences of. the hojas in Constantinople (and probably elsewhere too) .
have been called in and reviewed, and some well-known imams here-have been

(911 i—3] ' i P .

> = p

s



(V) o) 3aloll

AR



(A) o 3aloll

Yo






:J.\L«A.d\

B gdiall e Ailay ) 3G gN: Y
. F.O. . 371.10867:5807,E.1091:578:44. Mr .Lindsay to MT.

Austen  Chamberlain, Constantinople.N0.135, February,
23,1925.

F.O., «37110867:4832, E1394:1091:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain , Constantinople, No. 178, March ,1925.

. F.O., 371108674832, E1229:109:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No0.164, February 24
,1925.

. F.O., 371:10867:4832, E1229:109:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No0.154, February29
,1925.

. F.O., 37110867:4832, E1229:109:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No.72, February 24
,1925.

. F.O., 37110867:4832, E1229:10944, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No.178, March 3,1925.

. F.O., 37110867:4832, E1229:109:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No.199, March10,1925.

. F.O., 371:10867:4832, E1229:109:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No.109, March 10,1925.
. F.O., 371:10864:5807, E1497:1097:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, April 22 ,1925.

10.F.O., 379108674832, E394:109:44, Mr. Lindsay to Mr. Austen

Chamberlain, Constantinople, No.178, March 3,1925.
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11.F.O., 377:10867:4832:4832, E372:7097:44, Kurdish Rebelion
No0,100,2 April ,1925; Lindsay to Mr. Austen Chamberlain,
Constantinople, N0.178, March3,1925.

12.F.O., 3737:10867:4832:4832, E2497:1097:44, Mr. Lindsay to
Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No0.322, April
22,1925.

13.F.O., «3737.10867:4832:4832, E2497:1097:44, Mr. Lindsay to
Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No0.322, April
22,1925

14.F.O., 3737.10867:4832:4832, E2497:1097:44, Mr. Lindsay to
Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Constantinople, No0.322, April
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Kurdish . movements: analysis of the Kurdish movements from the
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