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Abstract

This paper is entitled ‘The semantics of questions in Kurdish’. Questions are
important in our daily lives, especially in teaching and learning. The method of the
paper is empirical using the theory of generative semantics: generative
transformational grammar. In addition to the introduction, the paper consists of four
parts.

The first part is a theoretical one: generative semantics, its bases, argument types,
determining categories, selection restriction, semantic argument structure and the
their relations are explained.

Part two, being a theoretical one, is devoted to some issues, for example:
government-binding theory, Case theory, Case and morphosyntax structure, Case in
topic sentence, movement in Kurdish. Light has been shed on them and they have
been exemplified.

Part three is a practical one which consists of two sections and some subsections.
In section one lexicon and morphology, types of words in terms of meaning, and
means of question in Kurdish have been discussed. In section two, semantic features,
question words, and avoiding sematic category, types of nouns, etc. were discussed in
the framework of generative semantics.

Part four is also a practical one consisting of two sections. In section one question
at the phonological as well as morphological levels are described and exemplified,
and issue has been confirmed. In section two, in addition to the types of interrogative
sentences in Kurdish, some other issues have been discussed in this regard. Also, wh-
movement is discussed in detail.

Finally, the paper ends with the conclusions arrived at throughout the paper; the

references and the abstract in English and Arabic have also put at the end of the

paper.
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